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Dr. Loosen Erdener Prälat Riesling gg  
Alte Reben Réserve 

2017 VINTAGE

[97] Wine Advocate
This is pure, fine and flinty on the beautifully aromatic nose that reveals  
tropical fruit aromas intertwined with delicate slate tones and remains  
utterly refined. Lush and elegant on the palate, this is a fruity, saline 
and sustainable, very intense and stimulating Prälat with gorgeous 
hedonistic features. The wine is enormously aromatic and fruity, with  
mango and peach aromas and everything that’s yellow and lush, but 
it also has this superb finesse of the red slate in the Prälat and reflects 
its sunny exposition adjacent to the riverside. Augusst 2022

2016 VINTAGE

[97] James Suckling – Top 100 Wines of Germany  
        2022 (#53) –
An extremely impressive wine with remarkable power and density for  
this cool, quite moist and rather underrated vintage. Ripe exotic fruit 
aromas mingle with notes of Thai basil and galgant. Breathtaking 
herbal freshness and wet stone minerality at the very crisp, long 
finish that’s deep and delicate. August 2022

[95] Mosel Fine Wines 
This hay-yellow colored wine offers a still somewhat backward but 
already quite impressive nose made of a touch of underripe pineapple,  
elderflower, grapefruit, and smoky elements. While the nose is already  
hugely engaging, the wine is still slightly smooth at this stage on the  
palate but the complexity of the finish more than hints at the greatness  
packed in here at maturity. The aftertaste is simply splendid as it 
combines the subtly fieriness so typical of the Prälat with the typical 
delineated juiciness of grand dry Mosel wines. December 2022

Highlights from the Press – Dr. Loosen gg Réserve

2015 VINTAGE

[99] James Suckling Reviewed by Stuart Pigott  
       – Top 100 Wines of Germany 2021 (#20) –
This dry Mosel masterpiece is a sleeping giant, just beginning to 
awaken, but has decades of life ahead of it. Extremely deep and  
concentrated, but no less finely delineated, this is so complex you 
could spend hours studying all the spicy details. However, the 
ripe-mango note that dominates the foreground is also ravishing. 
The best wine of this category (long matured GGs) made so far in 
Germany! Drink or hold. March 2021, December 2021

[96] Falstaff.com 
The initial nose is not of fruit but of earth, followed by a sense of 
creaminess and a hint of molten candlewax. With more air, a real 
notion of iron oxide, almost blood, appears and crushed redcurrant 
leaf. The palate then unfolds in spectacular fashion — depicting this 
multitude of aromas against a smooth, creamy, textured depth while 
lemon brightness illuminates everything. The finish is endless. Drink 
by 2050. May 25, 2021 

[90] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Prickly notes of lemon and kumquat zests, along with an incisive note 
of white pepper, are very much in keeping with how the “regular” 
Grosses Gewächs performed in its youth. But smoky black tea and 
Latakia tobacco, along with suggesions of wet stone, moss and lichen, 
take the nose here to a new level of complexity. So far, so good — 
very good, in fact. Furthermore, the midpalate comes off as slightly 
slimmer as well as more texturally refined than that of the regular 
bottling, which might in part be a function of alcohol having been 
blown off by an additional year in cask, but also and in large part of 
lees buffering. It’s the finish of this Reserve — though impressive in 
its sheer persistence — that I find a letdown. A slightly dank alkaline 
and mossy impression seems to be all that remains of those elements 
that the nose led one to anticipate, and there is a sense of opacity, 
with only modest primary juiciness. “This is just Prälat being Prälat,” 
insisted Loosen, “and it needs time to come back.” As for longevity, 
that must obviously also remain an open question. November 2020

[92+] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a captivatingly aromatic and smoky nose of lime, pineapple, 
prune, spices, herbs, a hint of camphor, licorice, and tar. The wine is  
very compact and has great dry extract, but also a smoother and softer  
side on the palate as ripe and even exotic fruits join the party. The 
finish is superbly long and structured, with a touch of power in the 
background. This is already very impressive but has clearly upside 
potential as it will gain finesse over the years. 2023-2035. November 2021
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2014 VINTAGE

[97] Wine Enthusiast — Editors’ Choice — 
This remarkable wine displays breathtaking power and elegance. 
Sourced from the sun-drenched cliffs of the Erdener Prälat, it’s a 
massively ripe yet dry wine, packed with yellow peach and honey. 
Aged 24 months on lees, it’s luscious and gripping on the palate yet 
maintains a steely spine of acidity. The finish feels endless and smoky. 
Delicious now–2035. June/July 2021

[97] Decanter 
The nose is steely, spicy and appley; fragrant yet subtle. In the mouth, 
woody grip surrounds a core of pure, fresh pear and green apple, 
followed up by mouthwatering minerality and lime zest acidity. An 
expansive style with such purity and promise. September 14, 2018 

[96] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)  
 — Top 100 German Wines of 2018 #28 — 
A masterpiece for this difficult vintage. Stunning aromas of tree fruits. 
Very concentrated, creamy and polished but not a jot too heavy. This 
wine impresses all the way through the very long and silky finish. 
Drink or hold. December 2018

[96] Wine Advocate 
Very pure, precise and fine on the flinty nose where bright fruit and 
slatey notes are displayed. Round, lush and highly elegant on the 
palate, this is a full-bodied, rich and structured Riesling with fine but 
firm tannins. This Prälat has great expression and persistent salinity. 
It’s stimulatingly salty and fine, in short: a great Riesling from a great 
terroir. April 2016 – Issue 236

[96] Mosel Fine Wines 
Develops a stunning nose of grapefruit zest, passion fruit, star fruit, 
pear, tangerine, and fine spices. The complexity of this wine is quite 
breathtaking. Layers upon layers of fine fruits and minerals hit one 
on the still rather suave palate. The finish is airy, long and stunningly 
multi-layered. What a great wine in the making! October 2019

[95] The Tasting Panel
Dry, fresh, and tangy yet creamy, with racy citrus and ripe peach; 
balanced, pure, and long. July/August 2021

[94] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
A pure, complex and very elegant bouquet of tart orange, gooseberry, 
gentle smokiness, that lovely touch of Prälat raw almond, a beautiful 
base of slate and a topnote of dried flowers. On the palate the wine 
is pure, full-bodied, complex and nicely broad-shouldered, with 
impressive mid-palate depth, fine mineral drive and grip and a long, 
vibrant and lifted finish that closes with a lovely note of citrus peel. 
beautiful example of this great terroir! This is stellar. July-August 2020

[91] Vinous
The nose here is strongly marked by citrus seeds, orange zest and peach  
kernel. The palate is waxy and full, incorporating a welcome sense of 
primary juiciness — factors that help integrate the aforementioned 
bitter elements. The finish lingers with decadent inner-mouth floral 
perfume, wet stone, smoky nut oils and a mealy wort-like graininess 
adding to the wine’s piquant and zesty elements. January 2018

2013 VINTAGE

[96] Falstaff — Best of Late Release — 
Very open, slate spice, caraway, tomato stem, curry. Full-mouthfeel, 
silky with delicate acidity, that is not too soft, but runs a continuous, 
fine track, with a light creaminess in the background. Additionally 
some phenols, dry, but somehow mild. October-November 2018

[95] Wine Enthusiast — Editors’ Choice — 
Whiffs of white blossom and green apple are demure on the nose, 
but this dry, full-bodied wine is anything but delicate on the palate. 
It boasts layers of creamy yellow apple and peach nuanced by pollen, 
saffron and caramelized sugar. Crushed slate and lemony acidity lend 
freshness and balance to the midpalate. It drinks beautifully now but 
should hold well through 2028. April 2019

[92+] Mosel Fine Wines 
A whiff of volatile acidity gives way to big scents of apricot, passion 
fruit, exotic fruits, and brown sugar on the nose. The wine proves 
rather complex and elegant as honeyed and apricot infused flavors 
come through on the delicately racy palate. The finish is beautifully 
elegant and refined, even if still on the sturdy and firm side in the 
after-taste. This only needs a few years of bottle aging to develop its 
full magic and has quite some upside potential if it gains in finesse. 
2018-2028+. November 2021

[91] Wine Spectator  
An elegant, well-developed version, offering a beam of vibrant acidity 
that keeps this upright and linear. Features attractive yellow plum, 
quince and tarragon flavors, revealing a prominent mineral element 
underneath. Nicely balanced and integrated, with a refreshing finish. 
Drink now through 2023. Web Only 2019

2012 VINTAGE

[100] Falstaff — Best of Late Release — 
Woodruff, balm, tumeric, iodine. On the palate it is filled to the brim 
with the finest silkiness, almost like a plush sofa, soft and cozy, yet  
elegant and fine. A dense texture, on the one hand present, but on the  
other hand completely weightless, floating and almost otherworldly,  
a delicate trace of acidity provides length. A ravishing texture.  
October-November 2018

[98] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)  
— Top 100 Wines of 2017 —  
— Top 25 Dry German Rieslings of 2016 #2 —  
— Top 100 German Wines of 2017 #33 — 
Another stunning dry Riesling from Ernst Loosen that has spent 24 
months on the gross lees in barrel. The yellow fruit aromas (peach, 
mango, pineapple) of this wine are really intense but also delightfully 
fresh and charming. The wine has a breathtaking succulence and 
behind that great acidity for a vintage that was sometimes a shade on 
the soft side. The interplay of ripe fruit and minerals on the finish is 
seriously erotic. November 2017, December 2016, December 2017

Continues
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[94] Wine Enthusiast — Editors’ Choice — 
Despite its fine, gossamer-like texture, there’s marked concentration  
in this powerful dry Riesling. Flavors of white grapefruit and gooseberry  
are penetrating and ripe, yet pristinely fresh, highlighted by bold 
strokes of crushed minerals and scintillating acidity. It’s enthralling 
and invigorating, with a deep, mineral finish. Beautiful now, but 
should only improve through at least 2030. February 2017

[92] Wine Spectator  
Shows lots of creamy and smoky notes to the ripe peach, dried apple 
and white currant flavors. Very firm midpalate, with an opentextured 
finish loaded with minerally details and savory accents. Drink now 
through 2022. November 2016

2011 VINTAGE

[96] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com) — Top 25  
        Dry German Rieslings of 2016 #12 — 
Still a little bit shy, but the bouquet of mango and papaya expands 
with each swirl of the glass. Very rich and deep with a stunning 
silkiness that’s very rare for dry Riesling. The first vintage of Ernst 
Loosen’s new top dry wine from this site that matures for 24 months 
on the gross lees in barrel. December 2016

[93] Mosel Fines Wines 
Delivers a gorgeous nose of anise, smoke, spices, greengage and  
cardamom. The wood presence is ever slightly noticeable and now 
only adds depth and complexity. The wine has great presence and a 
creamy and smooth texture. It proves quite spicy and has a touch of 
phenolic wood presence. The finish is intense and slightly powerful 
even if there is no sense of heat, and beautifully spicy. This is now at 
full peak and should remain there at least for another couple of years. 
Now-2026. August 2019

 Dr. Loosen Ürziger Würzgarten Riesling gg  
Alte Reben Réserve

2017 VINTAGE

[97] Wine Advocate
This wine is deep and noble on the intense yet pure, refined and 
elegant nose that offers a subtle bouquet with elegant sur lie and ripe 
(mirabelle) fruit aromas. Full-bodied, lush and round on the palate, 
with nutty notes, this is a very fine, vital and elegant Würzgarten 
with frisky, saline acidity that leads to a very elegant, intense and  
juicy, saline and bitter finish. This is a gorgeous Riesling from the 
Würzgarten, and it will be released in March 2023. Augusst 2022

2016 VINTAGE

[96] James Suckling 
Brimming with red gooseberry and white peach plus notes of fennel, 
wild thyme and rosemary this is clearly identifiable as a representative  
of its vintage, but has some notes that are far from typical for 2016. 
Really concentrated yet sleek and focused with a wild berry intensity 
that makes the bold finish very exciting. August 2022

[93] Mosel Fine Wines 
This yellow-white colored wine offers a subtly complex nose made of 
pear, fine spices, some citrusy elements, a hint of petrol, and subtle 
scents of herbs. At this stage, the smoothness of the wine is coming 
through on the palate yet the finish is superbly airy, multi-layered, 
and complex. The aftertaste is all about smoke, spices, and herbs. 
December 2022

Continues
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2015 VINTAGE

[98] JamesSuckling.com Reviewed by Stuart Pigott 
This dry Mosel makes a bold statement with tons of spice, beautifully 
interwoven with the serious concentration, rolling over you in one 
huge wave that washes you up on a rocky, volcanic shore. In spite 
of all that, there’s great subtlety at the breathtaking finish. Drink or 
hold. March 2021

[95] Falstaff.com 
A herbal savouriness on the nose suggests potentilla on hot stone. 
Then follows a citrus notion of ripe tangerine peel. On the palate 
this rounded citrus notion attains a lovely, zesty pithiness that adds 
a beautiful textural element. There is something inherently juicy 
and salty here. This is smooth and concentrated, beautifully dry and 
intense with an immense terperne load. Drink by 2050. May 25, 2021 

[92] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Framboise and strawberry distillates, lime peel and wet stone inform 
an ethereal nose. There is some of the same delightfully invigorating  
impression of fresh, seedy red berries as in the as-yet unbottled “regular”  
2018 Grosses Gewächs, a further demonstration that extended time 
in cask (this spent two years there) need by no means sap Loosen 
Grosse Gewächse of primary juiciness, animation or invigoration. 
In fact, the energy that this bottling projects is quite tightly wound. 
Alkaline, saline and kelp-like notes serve for intrigue and saliva- 
inducement on a tongue-tingling finish. The mineral and marine 
elements here are perceived more as a suffusion, and there is, for now 
at least, not the sense of transparency projected by the corresponding 
Wehlener Sonnenuhr. November 2020

2014 VINTAGE

[96] Decanter 
Characterised by its volcanic, slatey soils with a high iron content, 
the vineyard of Ürziger Würzgarten has produced a really weighty, 
textured wine in this Reserve. It has flavours of honeydew melon, 
green apple and apricot skin, balanced by a subtle but vital acidity 
that supports the aromatic and structured palate. September 14, 2018 

[95] Wine Enthusiast  
Cut stone and smoky mineral tones are spiced with tangs of crushed 
white pepper and salt in this svelte, limescented white. Sourced from 
120-year-old vines grown on rare red, volcanic soils, it’s deeply earth-
en yet penetrating with lemon and tangerine flavors. Matured four 
years prior to release (two in barrel, two in bottle), it expresses the 
depth of Riesling’s savory side. Delicious now but should hold for at
least a decade to come. Ausust/September 2021

[95] Wine Advocate 
Aged for two years on the lees and at least another year in the bottle, 
the 2014 Ürziger Würzgarten Riesling GG Alte Reben “Réserve” 
shows stunning purity and flinty freshness on the nose. Full-bodied, 
tight and creamy but with a remarkable structure and elegance, this 
is a highly promising and persistent dry Sonnenuhr with remarkable 
finesse and lingering salinity. April 2016– Issue 236

[95] The Tasting Panel
Smooth, dense, and lush, this d1y wine demonstrates the potential of 
aged Riesling. Pure, rich, and long, with mature flavors of ripe peach. 
July/August 2021

[94] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offer a rather spicy feel of coconut, pineapple, candied grapefruit, 
pear, minty herbs and fine spices on the nose. The wine proves 
beautifully balanced on the palate and leaves some powerful flavors 
of herbs and spices in the tart and assertive finish. This is a great dry 
Riesling in the making! October 2019

[HHHH+] Restaurant Wine 
An extremely complex and elegant wine that is round, subtle but rich 
in flavor candied lemon, white peach, and ripe grapes), and lingering 
on the finish. Very fine quality. Warrants modest aging. 100+ year 
old vines. 2019 Issues #184, #185 & #186

[93] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
Offers up a very refined bouquet of sweet grapefruit, gooseberry, salty 
slate minerality, white flowers, bee pollen and a touch of citrus peel 
in the upper register. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied and 
beautifully wide open now on the palate, with a fine core of fruit, 
excellent transparency and grip, zesty acids and fine focus on the long, 
complex and beautifully balanced finish. This is just a lovely drink 
right now, but with decades of life still ahead of it. July-August 2020

[92] Wine & Spirits 
Two years on the lees imbued this 2014 with a cashmere texture, 
plush and enveloping, as well as a savory, spicy, nutty warmth. In 
its size, creamy richness and flinty notes, it brings to mind an aged 
Burgundy, but the linear line and spicy acidity stake it as Urziger 
Würzgarten riesling. February 2021

[92] Vinous
This is surprisingly restrained and austere when compared with past 
Würzgarten Reserves. There is a whiff of site-typical strawberry, but 
the nose signals pithy piquancy of nuts, apple seeds and grapefruit peel  
that emerge prominently on a firm palate. Fortunately, time in cask  
hasn’t diminished the welcome abundance of primary juiciness familiar  
from the batch of Würzgarten that Loosen bottled in September 
2015 as “regular” 2014 Grosses Gewächs. This finishes with striking 
brightness and penetration, its stony and piquant elements  
invigoratingly integrated into bright, refreshing juiciness. My  
suspicion – though Loosen’s “Reserve” program is too recent to speak  
with confidence – is that this wine will flourish for significantly longer  
in bottle than will the corresponding “regular” Grosses Gewächs. 
Certainly its energetic personality suggests plenty of remaining 
battery life. January 2018

Continues
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2013 VINTAGE

[94] Wine Enthusiast 
Minerality and texture are highlighted in this late-release GG. It’s 
quiet on the nose with delicate hints of white grapefruit and stone. 
While dry in style, the palate is exuberant, plump and silky boasting 
ripe whitegrapefruit flavor marked by caramel and honey. This juicy 
yet elegant wine is balanced by fresh acidity and a long mineral finish. 
April 2019

[94] Decanter 
This savoury expression of Riesling features soft baked apple and 
black pepper, with very fine balance, texture and freshness. There is 
a richer note on the finish of pure honeycomb and a touch of peach. 
Should be great in time. September 14, 2018 

[93] Wine & Spirits 
This laterelease 2013 Würzgarten reflects the parcel’s sunbaked red 
soils in its density and juicy fla vors. Although vinified dry, it’s packed 
with notes of honeyed peaches and papaya limned with gingerroot 
spice. It’s immediately inviting, and also poised to age further, with 
the electric acidity and mineral core to sustain it. February 2019

[93] Wine Spectator 
A gorgeous showing of the 2013 vintage, featuring razor-sharp acidity 
cutting through the concentrated flesh of white plum, kumquat and 
oolong tea flavors, with hints of white chocolate. Firm and vibrant, 
yet pleasant and developed. This is just starting to unravel, showing 
great harmony overall. Drink now through 2025. Web Only 2019

2012 VINTAGE

[94] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
The most remarkable thing about this wine is the degree to which, 
like its “Reserve” counterpart, it retains bright, site-typical fresh 
strawberry and kiwi fruit while delivering an enhancement of the 
mineral elements already found in the corresponding “regular” 
Grosses Gewächs and introducing considerable textural enhancement.  
The aromatics of the “Hommage” have taken on an even more 
spirituous cast, but by way of penetrance and ethereal presentation 
rather than from any outright volatility. And there is a combination 
of buoyancy, creaminess of texture and transparency to nuance such 
as I associate with very-late-bottled Rieslings from the Wachau’s  
Nikolaihof. With the “Reserve” there is zestier invigoration than 
with the “Hommage,” but they share the same saliva-inducing salinity, 
and this “Hommage” finishes with haunting intrigue of moss, wet 
stone and wisps of smoke. November 2020

[91] Wine Spectator 
This white offers mouthwatering acidity behind the flavors of ruby 
grapefruit, green apple and ripe lime. Offers hints of white pepper, 
with a finish that delivers a flood of rich savoriness and dried green 
herbal notes. Best after 2020. November 2016

 Dr. Loosen Wehlener Sonnenuhr Riesling gg  
Alte Reben Réserve

2016 VINTAGE

[95] View from the Cellar
The wine delivers a gorgeous bouquet of apple, pear, almond, a lovely  
base of slate, just a hint of oak, fruit blossoms and a topnote of vanilla  
bean. On the palate the wine is crisps, complex and full-bodied, with 
a lovey vein of minerality, excellent focus and cut, beautiful balance, a 
fine girdle of acidity and a long, poised and still fairly youthful finish. 
September-October 2022

[94] Wine Enthusiast 
This is a textbook example of why GGs need to be released late. 
From a solid 2016 vintage, this has just opened up and its elegant 
frame is decorated with a myriad of fruit and floral flavors, while 
slate minerality punches through and a cardamom note takes over. It 
would make a great companion with fish and seafood.. February 2023

[94] James Suckling 
Brimming with red gooseberry and white peach character this is sleek 
and elegant with an unobtrusive structure that drives this forward 
with considerable energy. Wonderful herbal freshness at the long, 
positively tannic finish. August 2022

[94] Mosel Fine Wines 
It offers a beautiful nose of flowers, fine spices, and juicy herbal  
elements. The wine is superbly racy and playful on the palate and 
proves incredibly multi-layered and juicy in the long finish. The 
aftertaste is subtle, persistent, and multi-faceted. December 2022

2017 VINTAGE

[96] Wine Advocate
Aged on the full lees for 24 months, this wine offers a clear, deep, 
elegant and flinty bouquet with nutty sur lie and concentrated fruit 
aromas with lemony nuances. Crystalline, refined yet also intense 
and complex on the palate, this wine combines intensity and texture 
with finesse, salinity and delicate lemon notes, and it paves the palate 
with fine tannins and lush, slowly maturing fruit. Augusst 2022

Continues
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2015 VINTAGE

[97] JamesSuckling.com Reviewed by Stuart Pigott 
Super elegant and refined with great herbal delicacy, this is as graceful  
as dry Mosel riesling gets. Buy it also has deep slate foundations that 
give it imposing presence. I love the laser-beam, straight finish that 
shoots out in the direction of infinity. March 2021

[95] Falstaff.com 
The nose opens with a pure and sustained sense of dried lime and 
lemon peel of real intensity. With more air, nuances of bergamot 
appear. The palate is absolutely concentrated and comes with an 
incredibly zesty texture that intensifies the citrus freshness. This is 
pristine, clear-cut and absolutely elegant. Like a sublimation of  
Riesling, distinct, serene, fresh. Drink by 2050. May 25, 2021 

[93] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Sea breeze, wet stone and moss intriguingly greet the nose, joined by 
site-typical hints of vanilla and apple. The polished, subtly creamy 
palate features animatingly youthful, juicy apple and lime, and the 
lingering finish is admirably transparent to myriad nuances of a 
mineral, mossy and lichen-like sort. This wine’s combination of 
sensual allure with head-scratching intrigue delectably substantiates 
Loosen’s notion that his Grosses Gewächs could be improved upon 
by delaying the bottling of selected fuders for a second year or longer. 
And my intuition, like his, is that this approach should also conduce 
to longer bottle life, a contention that recent re-tasting of the vintage 
2012 Reserves seems to support. November 2020

2014 VINTAGE

[96] Wine Enthusiast – Editors’ Choice – 
Sourced from 130-year-old, ungrafted vines on blue slate soils and 
matured four years — two in barrel, two in bottle — prior to release, 
there’s so much to marvel at with this reserve bottling. Opulent in 
texture yet svelte and smartly angled, it offers penetrating yellow plum  
and lime flavors edged by layers of salt, slate and smoke. It should 
continue to evolve well through 2030 at least. Ausust/September 2021

[96] Falstaff — Best of Late Release — 
Slight barrel patina, cardamom, lemon zest, but all discreet, very 
restrained, silky and delicately textured, delicate with great vitality 
and inner tension, with juiciness and completely phenolically ripe, 
weightless, slightly peppery, has power, and sublimates into pure  
freedom. October-November 2018

[96] The Tasting Panel
Lush and seamless, this is a superb aged Riesling, with complex, mature  
flavors and a lasting finish. July/August 2021

[95] Decanter 
It has a slightly reduced nose with some honeyed tones, leading into 
a waxy palate with fresh green apple joined by richer notes of honey, 
baked apple and sweet and savoury spices. Tight and long, the finish 
features plenty of minerality and freshness. This can certainly be 
enjoyed upon its release on 1 November 2018, but will happily age 
for decades too. September 14, 2018 

[94] Wine & Spirits 
For his Réserve rieslings, Ernst Loosen leaves his wines on the lees in 
old oak fuders for 24 months without any lees stirring. Then they  
spend another two years in the bottle. The result is a complete outlier  
in Mosel riesling expression: This 2014 is fully dry and powerful in 
its leesy notes and rich texture; the flavors, on the other hand, are 
pale and delicate, with a seawater salinity and earthy umami savor. 
It’s long and compelling, a fascinating bottle to age, or to serve now 
with a scallop risotto. February 2021

[94] Wine Advocate 
Aged for two years on the full lees and at least another year in the 
bottle (the goal is two years), the 2016 Wehlener Sonnenuhr  
Riesling GG Alte Reben “Réserve” shows a clear, fresh, slightly  
developed, very delicate and flinty nose of bright fruits and fine  
minerals. Full-bodied, intense and with good tannins, this is a 
well-structured, slightly austere Riesling that seems to be in the middle  
of nowhere right now. It’s tightly woven, very mineral and enormously  
salty, revealing lush and concentrated fruit in the finish. It is full-bodied  
and complex yet fine and very elegant. April 2016– Issue 236

[93+] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
An absolutely beautiful young wine, wafting from the glass in a complex  
blend of tart orange, lemon, a superb foundation of slate minerality, 
a touch of wild yeasts, dried flowers, gentle notes of petrol and a hint 
of the vineyard’s signature vanilla bean. On the palate the wine is 
deep, pure, complex and focused, with a superb core of fruit, lovely 
acidity and grip and a long, poised and perfectly balanced finish. This 
is simply outstanding juice. July-August 2020

[93] Vinous
This “Reserve” has lost none of the bright juiciness or mouthwatering  
salinity that characterized the corresponding “regular” Grosses Gewächs  
when it was bottled in September 2015. This has gained textural 
refinement and flattering creaminess, not to mention clarity, as 
witness the wealth of greenhouse-like floral and leafy nuances as well 
as the marine and stony notes that shine forth all the way from the 
nose to the impressively persistent finish. Apple seeds and vanilla 
bean supply subtly bitter notes typical for a dry Wehlener Sonnenuhr, 
bitterness nicely buffered by the wine’s rich texture and compensated  
for by its clarity and sheer refreshment. “I think the personality of 
Laychen comes out more once the wine has spent longer in cask,” ob-
served Loosen. My suspicion — though Loosen’s “Reserve” program  
is too recent to speak with confidence — is that this wine will flourish  
for significantly longer in bottle than will the corresponding “regular” 
Grosses Gewächs. January 2018

[92+] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers an almost Chablis-like nose of almond, juniper berry, coconut, 
vanilla cream and spices on the nose. The wine delivers a great spicy 
feel of almond cream on the palate and leaves a gorgeously balanced 
feel in the still quite tart finish. October 2019

Continues
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2013 VINTAGE

[94] Wine & Spirits 
In 2011, Ernst Loosen launched a project to make wines in a style 
similar to those of his great-grandfather, whose dry wines lived for 
decades. He calls them GGRs—Grosses Gewächs plus ruhe (rest) and 
reife (maturation). Culled from fruit off his oldest vines, planted over 
a century ago on their own roots, the wines ferment with ambient 
yeasts and then sit undisturbed on the lees for two years in 1,000-liter  
oak casks. The 2013, from Sonnenuhr’s pure blue-slate soils, tastes 
like sunbeams on stone: It’s radiant and soaring, the lemony acidity 
grounded by stony, savory flavor. It feels firm, almost chewy in its 
concentration, yet the mineral tones ring out with the clarity of a 
church bell. It’s dry and elegant, and just at the beginning of its life. 
February 2019

[94] Decanter 
Pushing the boundaries of what dry Riesling from the Mosel can 
achieve, this reserve wine spends an additional 12 months in old oak 
foudres, plus a year in bottle. The result is much weightier than the 

‘standard’ (if you can call it that) Grosses Gewächs from the same 
vineyard. It has a lovely prickly, mineral sensation with a softness of 
baked apple fruit and fragrant spices. September 14, 2018 

[93] Wine Enthusiast 
Hints of pine trees, white grapefruit and crisp white peach introduce 
this dry, lusciously full-bodied wine. While dry in style, white-grape-
fruit and whitepeach flavors are unctuously ripe, accented by hints 
of caramelized sugar and saffron. It’s a creamy, deeply textured wine 
finishing with reverberating mineral tones. April 2019

[93] Wine Spectator 
This has developed beautifully and is just opening up, displaying a mix  
of yellow apple, mirabelle plum, mint and saffron flavors, linked to  
vibrant acidity and built into a velvety texture. Balanced and energetic,  
delivering lots of pleasure, but with more years ahead of it thanks to 
the acidity typical of the 2013s. Drink now through 2027. November 2016

2012 VINTAGE

[94-96] Grapevine.com 
This … starts with rich details and vivid steely mineralite, gaining 
body and density of extract with air this is brilliant stuff and a worthy 
standard barer of this style of wine, it has got plenty to admire and 
structure to age with beautiful white flowers, brioche, wet rock, mixed  
herbs, flinty spices to go along with round green apple, apricot,  
melon/lime and kumquat fruits. This lengthy wine, finishing with 
smoky shale and sweet/tangy tangerine, is an excitingly vibrant dry 
Riesling that is pure class and is a no brainer for the Riesling enthusiast,  
it should prove to be a blue chip collectors item, rewarding anyone that  
wants a stellar wine to pull out of the cellar, drink anytime. November 2017

[93] Wine Spectator 
Pure and refreshing, this is well-rounded and offers a creamy texture 
to the concentrated apple tart, ripe pear and citrus zest flavors. Hints 
of almond show midpalate, with a finish filled with spice, dried herb 
and glazed apricot notes. Drink now through 2021. November 2016
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