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Resumes That Win

Resume 1  
This is media project manager’s resume which helped him land a $70K job ($15K more than his previous), which he turned 
down for an even higher paying job that allowed him to work from home. What I like the most about this resume is that 
he shows a very clear progression from where he started to where he is today. Notice that he broke down his roles at 
“Acme Digital” to show his progression from “Production Assistant” to “Production Coordinator” to “Associate Produc-
tion Manager” – clearly someone who’s on the rise, which hiring managers love to see. 
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Resume 2  
This resume helped this person land a 100% telecommuting, $130K job as a software developer. It’s a very technical 
resume which encompasses nearly 20 years of experience, so don’t bogged down in the details. Some key points:
•	 �The entire resume is in paragraph form instead of bullet points. I wouldn’t recommend you do the same, but he was 

able to do this because he made every word count. 
• 	 �The first paragraph is perfect: He immediately positions himself as 1. Someone who builds and ships software and 2. 

Someone with lots of experience wearing many hats (architect, manager, programmer). 
• 	 �Since it’s a detailed, technical resume, he does a great job summarizing his experience in the second paragraph. I 

don’t always like summaries in resumes (they’re almost always BS) but an excellent one will catch the hiring man-
ager’s attention and even excite them to read on. 
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Resume 3  
This is a great resume— it leads with education and related accomplishments (which are very impressive), and the  
experience section is a concise blend of quantitative results, credibility markers and contextual details. See if you can 
spot them all.
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Resume 4 
This is a resume made by an artist and designer (I pulled out the text only for easier analyis). The language in this resume 
is actually just “ok” – there’s a lot to improve. But what I really like about this resume is that it emphasizes her skills in-
stead of her specific employers. This person understood that most designers’ resumes look like this: Design Job 1, Design 
Job 2, etc. – by focusing on a variety of skills (media, technical, etc.) it makes her appear much more well-rounded and 
business oriented.
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Resume 5 
This is a resume for a student who got interviews at all 11 of the management consulting firms he applied to. He made 8 
final rounds, went to 6 of them and got 6 offers – all from top tier firms. 

While he’s clearly a very accomplished person, what I like most about this resume is his use of superlatives: Not just “Best 
Delegate Award,” but “first ever Best Delegate Award.” Not just “analyses,” but “analyses that underpinned final go/no-go 
decisions.” Remember that your hiring manager won’t always understand the value of what you did — you need to teach 
them to respect your work.
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