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G06 BEGINNER: CREATING A VALUE SCALE 
Most drawing subjects can be rendered to appear three-dimensional with 
only five values plus white. This simple lesson takes you through the 
process of successfully creating a value scale with three grades of pencils. 

This lesson is divided into two sections:  

 WARMING UP FOR SHADING: The supplies needed for this 
exercise are listed. You assemble your drawing supplies, prepare 
three pencils for shading, and practice shading with each.  

 PRODUCING A VALUE SCALE: You create a six-tone value 
scale with HB, 2B, and 4B pencils by referring to step-by-step 
illustrated instructions. 

  

5 PAGES – 8 ILLUSTRATIONS 
This lesson is recommended for artists of all ages and skill levels, as well as students of home schooling, 

academic and recreational fine art educators.  
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Figure 601 

ARTSPEAK 
Shading (noun) 
refers to the 
various values 
within a drawing 
that make 
images appear 
three-
dimensional; 
(verb) the 
process of 
adding values to 
a drawing so as 
to create the 
illusion of 
texture, form 
and/or three-
dimensional 
space. 

Graphite is a 
soft black form 
of opaque 
carbon found in 
nature, often 
mixed with clay 
in the 
manufacture of 
graphite pencils. 

Tones (also 
called values) 
are the different 
shades of gray 
created when 
you draw by 
varying the 
pressure used 
in holding 
various grades 
of pencils.  

Grade refers to 
the softness or 
hardness of the 
mixture used in 
the manufacture 
of graphite and 
other drawing 
media. 
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Figure 602 

WARMING UP FOR SHADING 
In this section, you assemble your drawing supplies, 
prepare three pencils for shading, and practice 
shading with each. You need the following supplies 
(or reasonable substitutes):  

 Pencil sharpener 
 Hard plastic (or vinyl) eraser 
 Putty (or kneaded) eraser 
 HB, 2B and 4B grades of graphite pencils 
 Fine grade sandpaper or sandpaper block        
 Soft, dry, and clean mopping brush for clearing away eraser crumbs 
 Glad bake or scrap paper (to place under hand and protect your 

drawing surface from smudges) 
 Inexpensive A4 bond paper (or printer paper) for practicing shading 
 Good quality drawing paper for shading the value scale  
 Ruler (clear plastic – not colored)  

1) Prepare HB, 2B and 4B pencils 
for shading (Figure 601). 
Refer to Lesson G05 Beginner: 
Getting Started with Shading. 

2) Use scrap paper to practice small 
sections of shading with each 
pencil.  
Hold your pencil as in Figure 602. 
It may feel a little awkward at first 
but do persist as it will give you 
the best effect when held this way. 

When you are shading, your goal is not to see any pencil lines in your 
work. If you do, your pencil is probably held too high on an angle.  

Keep your 
pencil as 
flat to the 
page as 
possible 
(without 
scratching 
it with the 
wood 
part.) 
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Figure 603 

Figure 604 

Figure 605 

PRODUCING A VALUE SCALE 
In this section, you create a six-tone value scale. As you draw, constantly refer to the completed 
value scale in Figure 603. Better still, print this page, cut out the value scale, and tape it to the 
top or bottom of your drawing space before you begin. As you work, you can constantly compare 
your tones to this value scale. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Using your ruler and HB pencil, draw a rectangle 12cm long by 2cm wide.  
Divide this rectangle into 2cm squares and place numbers from 6 to 1 underneath, just like 
the diagram above (but without the shading). The numbers indicate the level of tone. 

4) Begin shading these squares by using the example below as a guide.  
Use a soft touch to achieve a level 2 tone in all of the boxes apart from the level 1 box, 
which is left blank. When working in very small areas you can use tiny circular motions. 
However, be careful not to leave evidence of these circles behind. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

5) Using your 2B pencil, press a little firmer this time and begin in box number 6. 
Gradually shade all the way through the boxes until you complete box number 3. Leave 
box number 2 untouched as the level 2 tone. You should see no evidence of lines, circles or 
the direction of the shaded stroke – just a mass of shaded tone. 
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Figure 606 

Figure 607 

TTIIPP!!  
Each time you begin the shading on one of your drawings, draw a 

small value scale at the top or bottom of your drawing space. 
This value scale can help you compare different levels of light 

and dark whilst you are shading your artwork. 
 

Figure 608 

6) Using your 2B pencil again, pressing even firmer, shade all the boxes, beginning with 
number 6, until you complete box 4.  
Leave box 3 untouched as the level 3 tone. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7) Press firmly with your 4B pencil, to shade the remaining two boxes (6 and 5) leaving 4 
untouched. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8) Using your 4B pencil, pressing quite firmly, shade in the number 6 box.  
Your value scale of six tones is now complete.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9) When you are 
done, use your 
vinyl and putty 
erasers to clean 
up around the 
edges. 
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Drawspace.com is proud to introduce 

Cindy Wider 
Art educator, art curricula designer, award-winning gallery-
represented artist, and author of Paint in Your Pyjamas 

Cindy Wider currently resides in Noosa on the Sunshine Coast 
of Queensland, Australia with her husband Stuart, and 
daughters Isha and Sumaya.  

Art philosophy 
I believe that almost everyone has the natural gifts needed for learning to draw and paint, and 
that art has the ability to heal and help us to reach our full human potential. Art is the missing 
language that can bridge the gap in communication when words are not enough. It is my life 
purpose to share my love of art, through inspiring and motivating others to realize their natural 
gifts for drawing and painting.  

My passion for helping others to learn to draw and paint comes from the joy and excitement I 
experience through the process of creating art and my desire to share that feeling! I stumbled 
upon my natural gifts for art at the age of 23years and wished I had known about it sooner. 

Professional accomplishments  
After ten years of serious art study Cindy went on to become one of her community’s leading 
artists with her artworks gracing the walls of many of the major hotels, corporate boardrooms 
and private homes as well as selling overseas. She began tutoring at the local Technical and 
Further Education College in 1988 and then went on to establish the largest on-going private art 
tuition school in Port Lincoln, then several years later in Noosa Queensland.  

For many years Cindy worked as a part time freelance illustrator for the internationally renowned 
rubber stamp company, ‘Annaleey crafts.’ In 2005, along with her husband Stuart she was 
commissioned by the Microsoft Corporation to produce an original artwork for their Sydney 
headquarters, and limited edition prints for the annual corporate gift to their business associates. 

You can view Cindy’s paintings at: http://www.thecoopergallery.com.au/wider/wider.htm 
  

Paint in Your Pyjamas  
Have you been asking yourself, "Who am I and what do I really 
want out of life?” Perhaps you've been selflessly dedicating all your 
energy to your children or partner to help them fulfill their dreams 
and goals. Maybe you're working hard just to earn a living.  

But now you feel the time has come to do something for yourself. If 
so, this book is just for you... 

You can buy Cindy’s book, ‘Paint in Your Pyjamas – every 
Woman’s guide to finding your life purpose through art’ at:  

http://www.paintinyourpyjamas.com/ 
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