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http://www.downtowngr.org/our-work/reports-studies


PROPOSAL BETWEEN 
DOWNTOWN GRAND RAPIDS, INC. 

AND 
DISABILITY ADVOCATES OF KENT COUNTY 

 
 
Downtown Grand Rapids, Inc. 
29 Pearl Street NW, Suite 1 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49503 
616.719.4610 
Main Contact:  
 
Disability Advocates of Kent County 
3600 Camelot Drive SE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49546 
616.949.1100 
616.949.7865 fax 
Main Contact: Jackson Botsford 
 
 
SCHEDULE: To be completed by June 30, 2017 (weather contingent) 
 
PRICE:  Not to exceed $18,000.00  
 
 
1.0 Statement of Purpose 
 
Disability Advocates of Kent County is committed to upholding the intent and spirit of the 
American Disability Act (ADA) and the Michigan Barrier Free Design Rules (as 
incorporated in the Michigan Construction Code).  We believe it is imperative to 
continue community education and technical assistance to increase the inclusiveness 
and accessibility of our built environment and create new best practices that incorporate 
Universal Design (UD) concepts.  Our ultimate vision is access for all, regardless of 
ability.   
 
Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. (DGRI) shares in this vision and seeks to ensure that its 
area of impact is built in such a manner in order to achieve this vision.  In 2006, the 
Grand Rapids Downtown Development Authority (DDA) contracted with Disability 
Advocates to complete a thorough assessment of the exterior physical space in its 
jurisdiction.  Since that time, much work has been completed to remove the barriers that 
were identified in the original report.   
 
DGRI (administrator of the DDA) is seeking an updated exterior assessment in order to 
guide the next decade of development and growth. 
 
 



1.1 Statement of Work: 
 
Disability Advocates agrees to undertake, perform, and complete the following services: 
 
Disability Advocates will conduct an on-site accessibility review of the sidewalks, 
crosswalks, public parking facilities, and on-the street parking in downtown Grand 
Rapids. We will identify accessibility barriers which prevent or slow pedestrians from 
reaching their chosen destination. Problem situations will be identified with solutions 
suggested if available.  
 
We plan to start in November 2016 as weather permits.  The survey will continue for 
four (4) to five (5) weeks. The report will then be compiled and submitted no later than 
June 30, 2017.  This time frame is very broad, as we noted, due to the unpredictability 
of weather patterns that may impede the exterior measurement work. 
 
Specifically we will evaluate the following: 
 Sidewalks: Surface conditions, slopes (running and cross), protruding objects that 

interfere with flow of pedestrian traffic, and driveway crossings and loading zones 
that cross the sidewalk. 

 Intersections: Timing of signals, Curb cuts, and Tactile Warning Systems. 
 Public Parking – Off Street: Number and location of accessible spaces, and 

condition of parking spots. 
 Public Parking – On Street: Number and location of accessible parking spaces, 

quality, and reach to parking meters. 
 
We will use the Americans with Disabilities Act Standards, Michigan Barrier Free 
Guidelines, the City of Grand Rapids Street Guidelines, and the current 
recommendations relative to Universal Design to determine the components of the 
assessment tool.  
 
Disability Advocates’ staff will conduct this study assisted by teams of trained volunteers 
many of whom have mobility or visual disabilities.  
 
The boundaries for the scope of work are identified on the following page: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.2 Costs 
 
Exterior survey & needed follow up =  100 hours X $50.00/hour = $  6,500.00 

Data compiling & report writing =  200 hours X $50.00/hour = $11,500.00 

  $18,000.00 

 

The costs above include the costs associated with any meetings with DGRI staff and 

presentations to its board and committees, meetings with downtown stakeholders, 

volunteer transportation, and all other incidentals. 

 

1.3 Deliverables & Outcomes 

 

Deliverables: 

 Interim Reports at 90 day intervals that will include a brief outline of the work 
accomplished during the reporting period and the work to be completed during 
the subsequent reporting period.  The interval TBD. 
1. Brief description of problems or delays, real or anticipated, which should be 

brought to the attention of the Administrator. 
2. Statement concerning any significant deviation from previously agreed-upon 

Statement of Work. 

 A detailed Final Report on the current condition of the exterior accessibility of the 
DDA area and recommendations for barrier removal (2 hard copies in PDF file 
format). 

 An Access database which details the measurements at each intersection and 
within each parking area 

 
 
 

2.0 Signatories 

The signatories warrant that they are empowered to enter into this Agreement and 

agree to be bound by it.   

 
 
_____________________________________   ___________________ 
David Bulkowski       Date 
Disability Advocates, Executive Director 
 
 
_____________________________________   ___________________ 
Kris Larson        Date 

Downtown GR Inc., President & CEO 
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