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City of Grand Rapids and Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. 

Small Business Conference  

Overview 

This event is designed to continue organizing our business ecosystem in a meaningful way. Small 

business owners representing industries such as Manufacturing, Information Technology, Construction, 

Retail, Medical, and more will have the opportunity to showcase their business and goods/services in a 

tradeshow style. In addition, the conference will offer will offer panel discussions or keynote addresses 

form entrepreneurial support organizations (ESO) focusing on Financing, Legal, and local ecosystem 

opportunities. 

Proposed Event Details 

The City of Grand Rapids and Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. host “Small Business Expo” 

Dates: Thursday, July 25, 2019, Thursday, August 1, 2019, or Thursday, August 8, 2019 

Time: 8-12pm or 9-1pm 

Location: DeVos Convention Center 

Goal 

Our goal is to have up to 100 small businesses participate in this expo and 25 ESO partners. 

Registration  

Each business will pay a $25 registration fee to host a vendor table. The City can use their new website 

for services to promote the event, register vendors, and collect payments. 

Planning Team 

The City of Grand Rapids (Office of Diversity & Inclusion, Economic Development, & Special Events) 

Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. 

Communications 

Communications will be co-managed by both The City of Grand Rapids and Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. 

for all social media, written, and live interviewing. 

Marketing & Design 

The City of Grand Rapids and Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. will hire a local creative consultant for flyer 

design, videography, and photography for the event. Event signage will be printed by the City and DGRI 

after designs are received from our creative consultant. 

Parking 

All proposed venues have on-site parking via parking ramps downtown. Parking will not be validated for 

vendors. 


