
 
AGENDA 
 
 
GOAL 3 
ALLIANCE  
 
 
 
Board Members: 
 
Kristen Bennett • Jim Botts • Trey Conner • Dustin Corr • Maxwell Dillivan • Meegan Joyce • Johanna Jelks • Hank Kelley •  
Ryan Kilpatrick • SuLin Kotowicz • Nikos Monoyios • Kara Peltier • Andrew Queenan • Dave Riley • Breese Stam  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

February 27, 2019 
3:00 – 4:30 PM 
29 Pearl Street, NW Suite #1 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Welcome New Alliance Members (Dustin Corr, Maxwell Dillivan Johanna Jelks)  

 
3. Approve Minutes - December 19, 2018 (no meeting was held in January due to weather) 

 
4. Evaluation Recommendations for Downtown Grand Rapids Streetspace Guidelines   

 
5. Laker Line BRT, Fulton and US-131 Transit Stop 

 
6. Reconstruction of Ionia Ave from Michigan Street to I-196 

 
7. Informational: Van Andel Arena and Alley Project (30% complete) 

 
8. Informational: Calder Plaza Project (30% complete) 

 
9. Alliance Member Discussion  

 
 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 





5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 



126 DOWNTOWN GRAND RAPIDS STREETSPACE DESIGN GUIDELINES

CHAPTER 3 FRONTAGE ZONE
3.4 SUMMARY

PROJECT EVALUATION
CHECKLIST FOR EVALUATION OF PROJECTS:
BUILDING COMPOSITION GUIDELINES [Overall scale]
3-Part Building 

Does the proposed building have a coherent top, body and base?

Vertical Pattern 
Does the proposed building wall have clear vertical emphasis in the form of pilasters or other architectural 
elements?

Materials 
Are proposed material palettes simple? 
How many materials are on the facade (fewer are usually better)?
Are proposed materials durable? 
Are proposed materials human-scaled?

Windows
Do proposed windows provide facade relief? 
Are proposed windows recessed within the wall plane, rather than flush with it?
Do window patterns reinforce the horizontality of building floors in order to help convey scale?
Do window patterns reinforce vertical articulation of the building?

Facade Lighting
Does proposed facade lighting highlight interesting building features?
Will the proposed lighting perceptually extend the streetspace’s active hours at night?
Does the proposed lighting source have limited or no visual impact on the facade?

Example Funding Opportunity: Facade lighting and/or projection mapping may be considered for 
DEG funding as a facade enhancement.

CHECKLIST FOR EVALUATION OF PROJECTS: 
ACTIVE WALL GUIDELINES [Human scale]
Ground Floor Active Walls

Have the City’s minimum transparency requirements been met?
Are clearly identifiable and usable entry doors provided at a minimum of every 60 feet along the building wall?
Are blank walls or long spans of unprogrammed walls present?
If blank or unprogrammed walls are present, how have they been activated or mitigated?

Example Funding Opportunity: Windows that provide an amount of transparency that is more than the 
minimum zoning ordinance requirement may be considered for DEG funding as a facade enhancement.

Storefronts As Active Walls
Is the proposed ground floor building wall that faces the sidewalk a storefront?
Is a storefront proposed for corridors targeted for retail, entertainment, or active commercial?

>>

>>
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CHAPTER 3 FRONTAGE ZONE
3.4 SUMMARY

Storefront Design Elements
Does the storefront contain the four design elements (bulkhead, display window, entrance, beam) that are 
typical of storefront configurations?
Does the storefront contain a transom (sometimes the fifth element of storefront design)?

Example Funding Opportunity: Storefront restoration or new storefronts on existing buildings may be 
considered for DEG funding as a facade enhancement.

Storefront Transparency
Does the quality and the performance of the clear glass meet City requirements?
Has a sample of the clear glass been provided?

Example Funding Opportunity: Clear glass performance that exceeds the City’s minimum requirements, 
including limiting VLR to 12% or less, may be considered for DEG funding as a facade enhancement.

Storefront Signage
Do the building signs meet City requirements?
Do projecting signs activate the streetspace and provide visual interest through color, form and texture?

Storefront Variation & Color
Does the proposed storefront meet City requirements? 
Do proposed storefront variations still support active street walls and high quality pedestrian environments?
Are proposed storefront variations exceptions to the pattern of existing storefronts on the block in order to 
create variety within the streetspace?
Has storefront color or artwork been applied effectively to enhance the vibrancy of the streetspace?

Example Funding Opportunity: Storefront color enhancements that provide artwork or murals may be 
considered for DEG funding as a facade enhancement.

Storefront Enhancements
Does the proposed storefront meet City requirements? 
Do proposed operable windows provide increased connection between the inside and the outside, and 
extend the business into the streetspace?
Do proposed awnings provide color, pattern, and/or texture to the streetspace and building wall?
Are proposed planters integrated into the building design without compromising the pedestrian through zone?
Do window displays create streetspace vibrancy?
Is the storefront proposed to be lit at night to increase safety and provide visual interest into the evening?

Example Funding Opportunity: Operable display windows that extend the business into the streetspace 
and provide a better connection to the streetspace for lingering may be considered for DEG funding as 
a facade enhancement.

Active Wall Use & Function
Does proposed temporary storefront activation create an interesting pedestrian experience that promotes 
continuing the journey along the sidewalk?

Example Funding Opportunity: Operable display windows that extend the business into the streetspace 
and provide a better connection to the streetspace for lingering may be considered for DEG funding as 
a facade enhancement.

FRONTAGE ZONE PROJECT EVALUATION
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