
AGENDA       
 
GOAL 2 
ALLIANCE  
 
 
Board Members: 
 
Aaron Terpstra • Brian Grooms • Daniel Kvamme • Danielle Rowland • Sarah Green •Dave Nitkiewicz • Jacey Ehmann •  
Jenn Schaub • Katy Hallgren • Landon Jones • Latesha Lipscomb • Latrisha Sosebee • Monica App •  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

February 10, 2020 
1:00pm-2:30pm 
29 Pearl Street, NW Suite #1 
 

1.  Call to order 
 

2. Approval of Minutes – January 13, 2020      
 

3. GR Forward Goal 2 Project Implementation update    Annamarie Buller 
• Heartside Restrooms Update     Melvin Eledge 
• Heartside Quality of Life Implementation proposals 

• Resident Development Training    Annamarie Buller 
• Mental Health First Aid Training    Jenn Schaub 
• History Walking Tour of Heartside/ Downtown  Jenn Schaub 
• Pekich Park Gardening     Jenn Schaub 
• Heartside Gleaning     Annamarie Buller 
• Public Inebriate Center Funded through DID  Annamarie Buller 

         
4. DNN 2019 Survey       Annamarie Buller 
 
5. Grand Rapids Police Department update      

 
6. Public Comment 

 
7. Next Meeting- March 9, 2020  
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Goal 2 Alliance 
January 13, 2020 

 
1. Call to order:  Monica App called the meeting to order at 1:02 pm 

 
2. Members Present: Daniel Kvamme, Brian Grooms, Aaron Terpstra, Monica App, Danielle 

Rowland, Landon Jones, Latesha Lipscomb, Katy Hallgren, and Sarah Green  
 
Members Absent: Jacey Ehmann, Dave Nitkiewicz, Jenn Schaub, and Latrisha Sosebee  

 
Others Present:  Annamarie Buller, Melvin Eledge, and Amanda Sloan (DGRI). 

 
3. Approval of Minutes- December 9, 2020 

Danielle Rowland, supported by Latesha Lipscomb, motioned to approve December 9, 2019 
Meeting Minutes. None opposed. Motion passed.  
 

4. Downtown Wayfinding Program RFP 
Mr. Eledge stated DGRI is putting out a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a Wayfinding 
Program Downtown.  He stated the current system (green and blue signs on black bases with 
old names and inaccurate direction) needs improvement. Others agreed.  We are looking for 
a better-quality public interface to be more helpful to visitors.  The ability to update this 
wayfinding internally, with in-house graphic designer, would be ideal as downtown is dynamic 
and not static.  An update to the overall design should be less expensive, simplified and 
potentially integrate with other elements (the skywalk).  Mr. Eledge stated the Draft RFP 
shared will find a company to remove the current wayfinding system as we further consider 
where wayfinding should be.  Ms. Rowland asked if we would hire local or national company.  
Mr. Eledge stated true wayfinding companies are national but often build a local team to 
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design the signage, install, and maintain.  Mr. Miller seconded the RFP encourages the use of 
a team.  Ms. App stated this is exciting.  Ms. Hallgren agreed.  Ms. Green suggested the 
verbiage on page 1 change from “person with wheelchair” to “persons with mobility 
challenges”.  Ms. App asked how this will be funded.  Mr. Miller stated by the DDA, per 
recommendation of the Goal 3 Alliance.  Ms. Rowland asked if we are working with Disability 
Advocates, to which Mr. Miller confirmed.  Ms. Buller added most of our current signage is 
scaled for cars, not people, which we will address.  Mr. Eledge stated we will be building a 
steering committee of select people to direct this project and will provide updates as this 
project progresses.   
 

5. GR Forward Goal 2 Project Implementation update 
Ms. Buller provided an update on Goal 2 FY20 Project implantation and funding to date.  She 
stated we have four months left of FY20 to spend our budgeted funds and determine projects 
and priorities for FY21.  Under Affordable Housing, Dwelling Place has yet to approve the 
Community Land Trust project which is expected to happen next month.  We are 
contributing $100,000 to support the rehabilitation of Martineau Apartments in this CLT as 
well as $33,425 toward the FUSE pilot. There are $116,575 in budgeted funds remaining if 
there are other Affordable Housing projects that could be supported yet this year.   
 
Ms. Buller stated the Heartside Quality of Life Implementation has a budget of $230,000. Of 
that, $126,232.28 has been spent so far for the public restroom.  We are expecting to return to 
the DDA to request approval of funding the remaining costs, which will likely go over the 
$150,000 budgeted.  The City of GR is also contributing $50,000 for installation costs on this 
project.  Also, under the HQOL Implementation, falls the Resident and Business 
Development Training Program.  The MSU Extension Citizen Planner Course has been 
created for downtown residents/business owners to better equip themselves on 
planning/zoning.  Ms. Buller stated she is excited for members of the DGRI staff and city 
representatives to participate as we gear up for a new City-wide master planning process.  We 
have $5,000 budgeted for this program being offered this spring and have space for about 6 
people to participate.  It has been determined that the support of mailings for the HDBA 
could be construed as unfair by other downtown adjacent business associations. Support for 
the Heartside Downtown Neighborhood Association is still being determined but $7,000 has 
been budgeted.  Pekich Park gardening support of $1,000 and incentivizing local farmers 
markets of $10,000 has also been budgeted.  Spending for local farm market includes, 
branded tents, meter hooding/parking, signage, and YMCA veggie van service for 
summer/fall service at Pekich Park.  Ms. Buller stated foot traffic has been dismal during this 
winter at the Harris Building with zero in sales several weeks and with only 2 vouchers utilized. 
Ms. Buller suggested we disband this service during the winter since it is not being utilized and 
pro rate funds to summer operations.  Ms. App stated a lot of effort going into this for it not 
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being utilized.  She would support holding off until the summer.  Ms. Lipscomb agreed and 
wondered how that location would work with limited visibility.  The Harris building under 
construction and being a multiuse building might be confusing for people.  Ms. Buller stated 
she would like to create a monthly multi-cultural Farmers Market this summer potentially in 
collaboration with Heartside Gleaning.  Ms. Lipscomb stated more work needs to be done to 
educate the community on what Fresh Food Access is.  Ms. Buller suggested keeping the 
gleaners at Pekich Park and potentially host any market sales elsewhere, the most ideal place 
being the Downtown Market (with market stalls designed specifically for this type of event).  
Ms. Buller stated she would like to explore this option first, but could potentially look at 
Monument Park, Sheldon Ave (Rainbow Road) or the parking lot at Pyramid Scheme.  
 
The Public Inebriate Center was determined not a legal project to fund through the DDA.  
Ms. Buller stated potentially we could spend some of this $50,000 budgeted on Heartside 
Quality of Life Implementation.   
 
The Downtown Census budget of $15,000 will likely not be spent.  We have yet to find a 
contractor to carry out this project goal.   
 
Ms. Buller stated this leaves $57,000 in available funds under the HQOL project and $116,575 
for Affordable Housing support to be spent yet this fiscal year.  Ms. Lipscomb stated safety 
and security downtown is such a big issue.  She suggested Goal 2 support an increase in 
community officers or additional ambassador presence to address safety specifically for 
Heartside residents.  Ms. Buller asked that the group think on this and bring considerations to 
the board.   
 
The last budget line under Goal 2 is the Downtown Neighbor Network (DNN).  $35,000 has 
been budgeted for consultant spending, national night out support, catering for advisory 
meetings, branded and promotional materials, Community & Conversations, and the support 
of a lot of different events.  The DNN has funds remaining for additional promotional 
materials, exclusive soft openings, previews and other engagement events, a resident survey 
mailing, and a survey results print piece and presentation.   
 
Ms. Buller shared DNN newsletter statistics as well as Facebook Group participation rates.  
She stated we are working on a DNN website similar to the one created for World of Winter 
to make our project page easier to access. 
 

6. Grand Rapids Police Department Update 
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Mr. Grooms stated the GRPD has added a new (female) community officer, Jenny Rood. 
She has over 20 years’ experience with the department and will be starting on a night team in 
March.  He stated the department is steadily hiring but also see consistent retiring.   
 

7. Open Alliance Member Discussion  
Ms. Buller congratulated Latesha Lipscomb on her new role at Amplify.  She stated World of 
Winter kicks off Friday January 16th at Monroe North Lot with the premier of the Prismatica 
art installation.  A DNN Happy Hour at SpeakEZ Lounge starts at 5pm.  January 18th the 
MNL will host a Silent Disco with alcoholic beverage sales.  Lunar New Year and World 
Market & Game Day will take place the weekend of January 25th under heated tents.  Movies 
on the Piazza will include summer themed movies and games on February 1st at Studio Park. 
Fire pits with smores will be piloted at these events.  Human Hungry Hungry Hippo 
Tournament, Love on Ice, and Paint the Park are all signature events that will take place 
throughout these 4 weeks of World of Winter.  Snowga, Running & Walking Tours, and 
snowshoeing at various days/times/locations will take place as well.  Visit worldofwintergr.com 
for additional details.   
 

8. Next Meeting – February 10, 2020 1-2:30 pm 
 

9. Public Comment 
None 
 

10. Adjournment  
Ms. Buller adjourned the meeting at 2:15 pm.  
 

Minutes taken by:  
Amanda Sloan 
Office Manager/Executive Assistant 
Downtown Grand Rapids Inc.  



Citizen Planner Program 
Kent County 
A Land Use Training and Certificate Course for 

Community Land Use Decision-Makers 

Citizen Planner 

Kent County 
Begins Monday, 

April 13, 2020 

6:00—9:00 PM 

Classes held April 13, 20, 27,
May 4, 11, 18 

MSU Extension, Kent County 
775 Ball Ave., NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Citizen Planner is a time-

tested educational 

program proven to be 

comprehensive without 

being overwhelming. The 

program is delivered 

locally to provide a 

convenient way for busy 

community leaders to 

obtain the latest technical 

knowledge and the 

proficiency they need to 

perform their duties more 

effectively and responsibly. 

Citizen Planner Classroom Sessions 
Citizen Planner instructors include MSU Faculty, MSU Extension educators, 
planners and attorneys. The classroom program consists of six sessions:  

 Understanding the Planning and
Zoning Context – Learn the legal
sources and limitations of planning and
zoning authority, and explore your
understanding of ethical decision-
making.

 Planning for the Future of Your
Community – Recognize the function
and importance of a master plan, know
the process for developing one and its
relationship to zoning.

 Implementing the Plan with Zoning –
Discover the importance of zoning,
learn how zoning is administered and gain confidence in your zoning
reviews, including site plans.

 Making Zoning Decisions – Learn how to adopt and amend a zoning
ordinance, understand the role of the zoning board of appeals and obtain
skills in basic property development methods.

 Using Innovative Planning and Zoning – Strategize with placemaking
and design-based solutions for local and regional success in the New
Economy.

 Successfully Fulfilling Your Role – Strengthen your ethical decision-
making skills, apply standards to your decision-making and know when to
ask for help. Also Available: Citizen Planner Online

Contact 
cplanner@msu.edu.  
Visit http://citizenplanner.msu.edu. 



Citizen Planner Program – Kent County 

Classes: April 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11, 18, 2020 

Understanding the Planning and Zoning 
Context 
Monday, April 13, 2020 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Planning for the Future or Your 
Community 
Monday, April 20, 2020 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Implementing the Plan with Zoning 
Monday, April 27, 2020 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Making Zoning Decisions 
Monday, May 4, 2020 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Using Innovative Planning and Zoning 
Monday, May 11, 2020 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Successfully Fulfilling Your Role 
Monday, May 18, 2020 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Course Location 
MSU Extension, Kent County
775 Ball Ave, NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Local Contact 
Mary Reilly 
reillym8@msu.edu 
231-889-4277

Course Fee 
The course fee is $295 per participant for the 
complete core program. Group discounts are 
available for four or more. The fee covers 
registration, course materials and refreshments. 
Participants that complete all seven sessions will 
receive a certificate of completion. 

How to Register 
Online registration is available at https://
events.anr.msu.edu/CPKent20. Payment can be 
made by credit card, or check with an invoice 
generated at checkout. Group registration is also 
available online. The registration deadline is one 
week prior to the first class, April 6, 2020. 
Cancellations after April 6, 2020 will be charged a  $45 late cancellation fee. 

Grants/Scholarships 
A grant program, Risk Reduction Grant Program (RRGP), may be available from your community’s 
liability insurance provider. Michigan Township Participating Plan offers to its municipal members 
one per community, which covers the complete registration cost for participation in the Michigan 
Citizen Planner Program. For more information, please visit us on the web at www.theparplan.com. 
For member governments of the Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority (MMRMA), contact 
Cara Kowal at 800-243-1324 for more information regarding grants for education and training 
through the Risk Avoidance Program (RAP). For municipalities obtaining insurance through Nickel & 
Saph, Inc. Insurance Agency contact Stephen R. Saph, Jr. at 586-463-4573 or 
stephenjr@nickelsaph.com. Contact your local community liability risk insurance carrier to see if 
similar grants or scholarships are available.  

Persons with Disabilities 
Persons with disabilities may request accommodations by calling Mary Reilly two weeks prior to the 
event to ensure sufficient time to make arrangements. Requests made less than two weeks prior to 
the event will be met if possible.  

MSU is an affirmative-action, 
equal-opportunity employer, 
committed to achieving 
excellence through a diverse 
workforce and inclusive 
culture that encourages all 
people to reach their full 
potential. Michigan State 
University Extension 
programs and materials are 
open to all without regard to 
race, color, national origin, 
gender, gender identity, 
religion, age, height, weight, 
disability, political beliefs, 
sexual orientation, marital 
status, family status or 
veteran status. Issued in 
furtherance of MSU Extension 
work, acts of May 8 and June 
30, 1914, in cooperation with 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Jeffrey W. Dwyer, 
Director, MSU Extension, 
East Lansing, MI 48824. This 
information is for educational 
purposes only. Reference to 
commercial products or trade 
names does not imply 
endorsement by MSU 
Extension or bias against 
those not mentioned.  

CITIZEN PLANNER IS A PROGRAM OF MSU EXTENSION 

http://www.theparplan.com


 
Mental Health First Aid Training in Heartside 2020 Proposal  
 
Mental Health First Aid equips the public to help persons with mental illness by recognizing signs and 
symptoms along with the resources to connect them to appropriate care. Lead by certified instructors from the 
West Michigan Mental Health Foundation, this educational program is offered internationally. Course 
participants learn about:  

● Risk factors and warning signs of mental health concerns 
● Information on depression, anxiety, trauma, psychosis and substance use 
● Available evidence-based professional, peer and self-help resources 

 
Success in 2019  
In our first course hosted in 2019, we had 27 participants complete the course and “graduate.” The make-up of 
the class was unique and included residents, staff from local agencies, business owners, community police 
officers, DGRI Staff, and even a City Commissioner!  When surveyed, 
100% of 2019 participants rated the effectiveness of the 
speakers/presenters at today’s event as Very or Extremely Effective. In 
addition, 100% of 2019 participants Agree or Strongly Agree that they:  

● would attend a similar event in the future 
● were satisfied with the event 
● were able to participate in the conversation 
● Staff were helpful  
● Resident voices were essential 

 
2020 Training 

● Seating is limited to 30 people with registration required. Participants are required to commit to and sign 
up for BOTH days of training as it is an 8 hour training.  

● A two part training session. Doors at 8:00am, session from 8:30am-12pm.  
● Coffee & light breakfast will be available. 
● The training includes professional printed materials and take aways.  

 
Sponsorship: $2,000 

Mental Health Foundation ($1,500) 
Printing of Materials and Supplies: $103 
Manuals: $665.00 
2 Instructors: $732.00 

 
 

Event Costs ($500)  
Light Breakfast and Coffee: $500 
Lunch for “graduation” day:  $360 

Donated by Dwelling Place 
Community Training Space: $200 
2 Staff + 1 Volunteer: $350  
Printing & Mailing Costs: $40 (Donated)  

 



Learn More:  
Stigma is the number one reason people with a mental illness do not seek treatment. Often times, if they 
acknowledge they need help, they're not sure what their options are. Mental Health First Aid equips the public 
to help persons with mental illness by recognizing signs and symptoms along with the resources to connect 
them to appropriate care. 
 
Mental Health First Aid is the help provided to a person developing a mental health problem or experiencing a 
crisis until professional treatment is received or the crisis resolves. Mental Health First Aid is a highly 
interactive 8-hour program taught to small groups. The Mental Health First Aid course is appropriate for 
anyone who wants to learn how to help an individual, youth or adults, who may be experiencing a mental 
health crisis or concern. 
 
Course participants will learn about:  
• Risk factors and warning signs of mental health concerns 
• Information on depression, anxiety, trauma, psychosis and substance use 
• Available evidence-based professional, peer, and self-help resources 
 
The course will teach a 5-step action plan encompassing the skills, resources, and knowledge to assess the 
situation, implement appropriate interventions, and to help the individual in crisis connect with appropriate 
professional care. Also identify appropriate professional, social, and self-help resources available to help an 
individual with a mental health issue. 
 
Mental Health First Aid does not teach people to be therapists, rather it teaches people how to assist someone 
who may be in the early stages of developing a mental health problem or in a mental health crisis. 
 



 
Heartside Historic Walking Tours Summer 2020 Proposal  

Heartside Historic Walking Tours will help to promote the history of one of Downtown Grand Rapids’ most 
intact historic neighborhoods, engaging downtown employees, residents and community members. A FREE six 
week series of 45 minute walks through the Heartside Neighborhood of Grand Rapids. Participants will enjoy a 
unique tour each week, traversing the sidewalks while focusing on a theme, narrated by Caroline Cook. 
 
Caroline Cook has created over 40 themed tours. Intriguing content, presented on the go. Caroline believes 
that the best way to experience Grand Rapids is by moving at street level, accompanied by a savvy guide who 
can share history, trivia and fun facts about the people and places you encounter along the way.  What an 
incredible combination of exercise, entertainment, and education. 
 
As noted in the Heartside Quality of Life Report, “Sharing more positive stories, both internally and 
externally, has to be treated as a community priority in order to change perceptions, engage 
neighbors, and build stability in the neighborhood.” Stories are the foundation of narrative. Just as we 
recognized this significance during the Quality of Life process, we intend to continue educating individuals of 
an authentic, holistic narrative of Heartside. 
 
Heartside Walking Wednesday Tour Series:  

● The walks will depart from a central Heartside location at noon, beginning May 27 through August 5, 
2020. 

● No registration is necessary. 
● The majority of the walks will stay in the Heartside Neighborhood, although some of them will extend 

north of Fulton into the Downtown neighborhood.  
● Walkers who complete all six events, will be rewarded with a $25 gift card to Studio Park/Celebration 

Cinema. We are aiming for 25 participants. 
 
Sponsorship $1,500.00 

Budget Breakdown:  
● Tour Guide (Caroline Cook) $500  
● Promotions $375 
● Gift cards for participants $625 

 
Dwelling Place Promotions:  

● Facebook Event invitations and monthly posts 
● Instagram monthly posts 
● Coverage and invitations included in Dwelling Place newsletter  
● Online Article 
● Additional digital coverage: Eventbrite, ExperienceGR and Meet-upGR groups 

Commented [1]: Studio Park Cinema Courtyard 

Commented [2]: May 27 
June 10 
June 24 
July 8 
July 22 
August 5 

Commented [3]: $50 per tour/hour 
$200 fee for assisting in the development of the scripts 



 

   
Activation of Pekich Park Summer 2020 Proposal  
Returning for a second summer, Dwelling Place’s activation of Pekich Park will feature a series of positive 
neighborhood focused activities. A response to requests by neighbors and business owners, the events will 
explore community gardening, increase access to fresh food, and bring neighbors 
together while activating the park with positive creative gatherings.  
 
During 2019 events, community partners were invited to distribute information or set 
up an information table. Events were highly visible with an A-frame sign, tents, tables, 
and music. Event goers were invited to enjoy refreshments, participate in community 
arts activities or take home wildflower seeds to plant in their own spaces. We plan to 
continue the experience of open and accessible engagement into 2020.  
 
2020 Activation events will include:  

● Weekly community gardening hours hosted by Dwelling Place in Pekich Park. A minimum of one staff 
and one intern will garden alongside residents and volunteers Wednesdays from 10am-12pm between 
May and September. 

● Special Monthly events will include: 
○ April - CleanSweep - Aquinas Students help with spring clean up, adding new soil and planting 

two new fruit trees. 
○ June - Gardening Kick off Party, snacks and hospitality for neighbors. 
○ July - Community Arts event to create garden specific art to be installed in the park.  
○ August - Tour of Hidden Downtown Gardens - Tours depart from Pekich Park, and the park will 

be activated with art activities and a hospitality tent during the tour.  
○ September - Pekich Park Garden Party, snacks and hospitality for neighbors, games and prizes.  

 
Events will benefit and engage neighbors already relaxing in the park, while welcoming visitors to the park.  
The garden tour was handicap accessible, but there is a one story grade change along the tour route. 
Participants are informed to be prepared to walk or roll roughly one mile round trip. 
 
Sponsorship $2,000  

● Supply costs: Additional soil, 2 fruit trees, vegetables, herbs, garden implements, art supplies ($2,000)  
● Staff Support: Dwelling Place Staff and AmeriCorps (Minimum of $1,500 - Donated) 

 
 
 
 



Positive 2019 Outcomes:  
● A number of neighbors, residents, and visitors have participated in community 

gardening activities – exact numbers are hard to track as community members 
often jump in to help, without formally "signing in". Notably, several park 
regulars have started sweeping cigarette butts during gardening hours and have 
continued clean up between gardening activities.  

● Social media posts about the garden activities on the neighborhood Facebook 
page garnered positive responses from nearby building owners.  

● Downtown Ambassadors installed new cigarette containers.  
● 2019 park improvements include new soil, new perennial & seasonal annual 

plants, cigarette receptacles, and handpainted park signage.  
● Fewer rats from initial visit in 2018. 
● Response to park activities were positive.  
● A local news outlet featured a Heartside Resident and staff member talking about the park events and 

garden activities!  

   

 



 



 

 GOOD FOOD – CULTIVATING COMMUNITY  

Heartside Gleaning Proposal to Increase Access to Fresh Fruits and Vegetables in 
Downtown Grand Rapids 

 
Heartside Gleaning’s mission is to empower the Heartside community and surrounding 
neighborhoods to become healthier through increased access to healthy foods and nutrition 
education.  
 
What we do 
 
In the past 5 years we collected and redistributed almost 130,000 pounds of fresh, healthy, local 
food to underserved communities in Grand Rapids, mostly in the downtown Heartside and 
Westside neighborhoods. 
 
Every Saturday from June - October a group of 6-12 volunteers travels to the Fulton Street 
Farmers Market (FSFM) and collects unsold produce donated by the farmers at the end of the 
market day. In 2019, thanks in large part to DGRI’s support, we had our most successful year 
ever, distributing over 24,000 pounds of produce in Grand Rapids. We were able to increase our 
Good Food Box distribution and hope to double the number of recipients to 50 households this 
year. 
 
After collection the produce is distributed in the following manner: 
 

1. On Division Avenue South to anyone who comes to our distribution location (in 2019 we 
moved this to Pekich Park). 

2. In Heartside, to God’s Kitchen and Degage Ministries for use in their meal programs and 
to the food pantries at Spectrum Health Community Medicine Clinic.  

3. To partner food pantries, including, The Other Way Ministries, and United Church 
Outreach Ministry.  

4. In Good Food Boxes to Downtown residents with decreased mobility. 
 
Focus Areas 
 
We strive to continue our marketing outreach to downtown residents about the easy access to 
free, fresh produce as well as reach and distribute it to those with limited transportation and/or 
mobility. Last year, with your help, we made inroads and more people are aware of Heartside 
Gleaning and where they can access fresh produce. However, we still need to expand our 
outreach to more people, improve our education outreach to enhance produce usage and 
simply make access easier for more people. 
 
We plan to achieve this through a robust street outreach and increased distribution agencies 
outlined below. 

 



 

GOOD FOOD – CULTIVATING COMMUNITY 

 
Good Food Box Proposal 

 
Good Food Boxes of fresh produce will be packed and delivered to residents with increased 
barriers to fresh food access in five Downtown buildings, 4 Dwelling Place buildings and Ransom 
Towers. 
 

• Deliver Good Food Boxes every other week to 50 housing units (individuals or families) 
July 11 – October 17 for 15 weeks, i.e. each of 50 family units will receive a total of 7 
boxes over 15 weeks on alternating weeks 

• Information on the size of the family unit and the food preferences will be collected to 
provide food that will be eaten and not wasted 

• Individual boxes or bags of fresh produce will be delivered to the housing unit in which 
the resident resides 

 
 Resources Needed 

• Two dedicated Food Box volunteers every week for 15 weeks* 

• Reusable Bags/Boxes to pack the produce in (100 – set of 2 for ea. household) 

• Internal volunteers in the buildings to deliver the bags 

• Marketing materials 

• Cookbooks for each Box (50) 
 

Street Distribution Proposal 
 
The Saturday distribution will continue at Pekich Park as a central, easily accessible distribution 
location and to activate Pekich Park in a positive manner. We are working to introduce 
educational platforms into the distribution through taste tests and planned interactions with 
food recipients. 
 
Resources Needed 

• Dedicated repeat weekly volunteers for 20 weeks* 

• Ambassador presence in Pekich Park for 1.5 hours during the Saturday distribution 

• Shade tents provided by the ambassadors 
 
*Volunteer incentives of $10 gift cards to Bridge Street Market for every week of 
volunteering with a $10 bonus for every 5th time will be provided.  

 

Fresh Food Awareness Campaign Proposal 
 

• We will use flyers to promote weekly distribution location information to all low-income 
housing units in Heartside. Flyers and community presentations will be utilized to 
promote Good Food Boxes in targeted housing units. 



 

GOOD FOOD – CULTIVATING COMMUNITY 

• We will distribute Heartside Gleaning logo shopping bags throughout Downtown Grand 
Rapids, at Neighborhood Association meetings and other local events.  

• We will have a presence at DGRI sponsored events and other tabling events in Downtown 
to promote awareness of Heartside Gleaning and its free Saturday fresh food 
distribution.  

 

Budget Proposal 

Materials for Marketing and Tabling Events $250.00  

Purchase and brand 100 Boxes for weekly Good Food Box Distribution $870.00  

Incentives for 2 trained, dedicated Good Food Box volunteers every week for 15 weeks $360.00  

Incentives for 7 dedicated repeat weekly volunteers for 20 weeks (Maximum) $1,200.00  

50 Heartside Gleaning Cookbooks  $250.00  

Volunteer celebration event $150.00  

 $3,080.00  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Heartside Gleaning has designed the Good Food Box program for 
individuals that face additional barriers in accessing fresh food. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Good Food Boxes of hand selected, high-quality, fresh produce 

are delivered to recipients every other week at no cost. 
 

For additional information email info@heartsidegleaning.org 
 
 

FREE FRESH PRODUCE DELIVERY 
 



GOOD FOOD - CULTIVATING COMMUNITY

HEARTSIDE 

GLEANING 
IS BACK FOR THE SUMMER! 

Every Saturday from June 13 - October 17 

2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Pekich Park
Corner of Cherry St. and S. Division Ave.

Check out http://www.heartsidegleaning.org/  for  more info.

FREE FRESH PRODUCE
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