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DOWNTOWN TREE GRATE REPLACEMENT  

PROJECT MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 THIS DOWNTOWN TREE GRATE REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (the “MOU”) dated as of October 1, 2014, by and 

between the CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS, a Michigan municipal corporation (the “City”), and 

the CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, a 

statutory authority created by the City pursuant to Act 197 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 

1976, as amended (the “DDA”). 

RECITALS 

A. The City and DDA have jointly agreed to replace 776 metal tree grates of trees 

within the public right-of-way or other public space within downtown Grand Rapids with a 

porous paved material (the “Grate Replacement Project”) and to equally share in the cost of such 

replacement. 

B. It has been further agreed that the Grate Replacement Project be completed in two 

phases with the first phase being the replacement of steel grates for 263 trees to be completed in 

the City/DDA fiscal year 2015 (“Phase 1”) and the second phase being the replacement of steel 

grates for 513 trees to be completed in the City/DDA fiscal year 2016 (“Phase 2”). 

C. As agreed between the City and DDA, Phase 1 was completed in September 

2014, as an “add-on” to a current contract the City had with Georgetown Construction Co. Inc. 

and its subcontractor, Porous Pave, Inc., at a total cost of $123,596.20 including City 

Engineering Department administration. 

D. Phase 2 will be completed the following year at an estimated cost of not to exceed 

$300,000 with a credit against such costs to be given for the amount the City receives from the 

sale of the replaced metal grates. 

E. The City and DDA have agreed to enter into this MOU memorializing their 

mutual agreement with respect to the Grate Replacement Project. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the respective representations and agreements 

contained herein, the City and DDA agree as follows: 

 Section 1.  Completion and Payment for Phase 1.  The City and DDA acknowledge 

and agree that Phase 1 of the Grate Replacement Project has been completed and the total cost 

including City Engineering Department administration is $123,596.20.  Each of the City’s and 

DDA’s share of such costs is $61,798.10.  The DDA will pay the City, who contracted for the 

Phase 1 work, $61,798.10 on or before 90 days from the date of this MOU. 

 Section 2.  Completion of Phase 2.  Phase 2 of the Grate Replacement Project will be 

completed during spring and/or summer of 2015 by a contractor selected by the City pursuant to 
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its procurement policies and procedures.  The cost of Phase 2 shall not exceed $300,000 

including City Engineering Department administration and contingency. 

 Section 3.  Sale of Replaced Metal Grates.  The metal grates replaced during 

completion of Phase 1 and Phase 2 shall be sold through the City’s Purchasing Department and 

the net proceeds of such sale shall be a credit against the total Phase 2 costs. 

 Section 4.  Payment for Phase 2.  The final Phase 2 costs shall be shared equally by the 

City and DDA after application of the net proceeds from the sale of the metal grates as a credit 

against such Phase 2 costs (the “Net Phase 2 Costs”).  The City shall initially pay such Net Phase 

Costs and the DDA shall reimburse the City its one half share of the Net Phase 2 Costs in three 

equal annual payments due and payable on or before October 1, 2015, October 1, 2016, and 

October 1, 2017, without interest. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City and DDA have caused these presents to be signed 

by their duly authorized representative all as of the day and year written above. 

 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

 

 

By:        

 George K. Heartwell, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:        

 Darlene O’Neal, City Clerk 

 

 

 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY 

 

 

By:        

 Brian Harris, Chairperson 
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CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 

EXECUTION OF DOWNTOWN TREE GRATE 

REPLACEMENT PROJECT MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING WITH THE CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

Boardmember ______________, supported by Boardmember ______________, moved 

adoption of the following resolution: 

WHEREAS the City of Grand Rapids Downtown Development Authority (the “DDA”) 

and the City of Grand Rapids (the “City”) have jointly agreed to replace 776 metal grates of trees 

within the public right-of-way and other public space within downtown Grand Rapids with a 

porous paved material (the “Grate Replacement Project”) in two phases with the costs to be 

equally shared; and 

WHEREAS, the DDA and the City have agreed to enter into a Downtown Tree Grate 

Replacement Project Memorandum of Understanding (the “MOU”) memorializing their mutual 

agreement with respect to the Grate Replacement Project. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT: 

 1. The MOU in the form presented at this meeting is approved with such 

modifications not materially adverse to the DDA approved as to content by the DDA Executive 

Director and as to form by the DDA legal counsel. 

 2. The DDA Chairperson is authorized and directed to execute the approved MOU 

for an on behalf of the DDA. 

 3. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions 

of this resolution be and the same are rescinded. 
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YEAS: Boardmembers           

              

NAYS: Boardmembers           

ABSTAIN: Boardmembers           

ABSENT: Boardmembers           

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Dated: November 12, 2014 

_______________________________ 

Mary Sierawski 

Recording Secretary 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I, the undersigned duly qualified and acting Recording Secretary of the City of Grand 

Rapids Downtown Development Authority (the “GRDDA”), do herby certify that the foregoing 

is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Directors of the GRDDA at a 

meeting held on November 12, 2014, and that public notice of said meeting was given pursuant 

to, and in compliance with, Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended. 

Dated: November 12, 2014 

_______________________________ 

Mary Sierawski 

Recording Secretary 



 
 
DATE: November 7, 2014 
 
TO: Kristopher Larson, AICP 
 Downtown Development Authority 
 Executive Director 
 
FROM:  Mark A. De Clercq, P.E., City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Repairs to the Snowmelt System of the MONROE CENTER 

Phase 2 - Corner of Division and Monroe Center

The above mentioned leak location is currently being investigated and repaired. Geotech, Inc. 
in conjunction with VanDyken Mechanical have located and repaired 2 leaks at this location 
previously. During their investigation of the leak it was discovered that there are voids under 
the snow melt system in Monroe Center. These voids are approximately 2’ in depth where 
visible and continue under the road in a SE direction from the current repair location. 
Pressurization of the snow melt system after the repairs to the leaking PEX tubing resulted in 
water penetrating the surface of the road approximately 30 feet SE of the repair.  
 
Geotech’s recommendation is to investigate the area where water has penetrated the surface 
and repair leaks that may be at this location. Filling of the voids will also be part of this work. 
Restoration of the road surface will follow once the repairs are complete. 
 
Attached you will find Geotech’s estimate for the repairs mentioned above. 
 

MAD/JEB 

cc: Eric Pratt 
 
 
T:\CD14\DDA\Snowmelt   
#08090 
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