
Downtown Grand Rapids 

Prosperous    Livable    Walkable    Inclusive    Green    Connected    Distinctive 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

 THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (the “Memorandum”) is entered 

into as of May 1, 2014, by and between the CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS (the “City”) and the 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (the“DDA”). 

 

RECITALS 

 

 A. The DDA solicited and received proposals for consulting services (the “Services”) 

in connection with the development of a plan that will identify and prioritize short, middle and 

long-term public investment for the next 15 years for downtown Grand Rapids and certain of the 

surrounding area (the “Downtown Plan”). 

 

 B. The DDA approved the selection of Interface Studio LLC to provide the Services 

related to the development of the Downtown Plan and has entered into an Agreement for 

Professional Design Services for the Services (the “Agreement”). 

 

 C. Included as a part of the Services is the completion of the River Corridor Master 

Plan, aka the Grand Rapids Riverfront Plan (the “River Corridor Plan”), portion of the 

Downtown Plan as identified and described in the Agreement. 

 

 D. The City has agreed through its Planning Department (“Planning”) to pay for, or 

to obtain the funds to pay for, the cost of completing these portions of the River Corridor Plan 

located outside the DDA’s Downtown District. 

 

UNDERSTANDING 
 

 1.  Planning Contribution. The City agrees to contribute not to exceed $263,367 of 

which $100,000 will come from available funds of the Planning Department and the remaining 

amount from grants and private donations obtained by the Planning Department (collectively, the 

"Planning Department Contribution") for those Services related to the cost of completing those 

portions of the River Corridor Plan located outside the DDA's Downtown District.  The 

Agreement shall provide that work related to completion of those portions of the River Corridor 

Plan outside the DDA's Downtown District will be phased so that it matches available funds to 

be provided by the Planning Department." 

 

 2.  Timing of Contribution.  The Planning Contribution shall be paid by the City to the 

DDA as work progresses on the River Corridor Plan in accordance with the payment provisions 

of the Agreement. 

 

 3.  City Participation.  City staff representing Planning shall be full participants in the 

development of the River Corridor Plan and a representative of Planning shall serve on the 

Downtown Plan Steering Committee. 
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 4.  Effective Date.  This Memorandum shall be effective as of the date indicated on the 

first paragraph hereof through the date all of the terms and conditions of the Agreement have 

been completed. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be signed 

by their respective representative(s) all as of the day and year first written above. 

 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

 

 

By:        

 George K. Heartwell, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:        

 Darlene O’Neal, Acting City Clerk 

 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY 

 

 

By:        

 Brian Harris, Chairperson 



 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

 THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (the “Memorandum”) is entered 

into as of April 1, 2014, by and between the CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS (the “City”) and the 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (the“DDA”). 

 

RECITALS 

 

 A. The DDA solicited and received proposals for consulting services (the “Services”) 

in connection with the development of a plan that will identify and prioritize short, middle and 

long-term public investment for the next 15 years for downtown Grand Rapids and certain of the 

surrounding area (the “Downtown Plan”). 

 

 B. The DDA approved the selection of Interface Studio LLC to provide the Services 

related to the development of the Downtown Plan and has entered into an Agreement for 

Professional Design Services for the Services (the “Agreement”). 

 

 C. Included as a part of the Services is the completion of the Downtown 

Transportation and Parking Plan portion of the Downtown Plan as identified and described in the 

Agreement (the “Transportation/Parking Plan”). 

 

 D. The City has agreed through its Parking Services Department (the “Parking 

Department”) to pay for the cost of completing the Transportation/Parking Plan. 

 

UNDERSTANDING 
 

 1.  Parking Services Contribution.  The City agrees to contribute not to exceed 

$168,000 from available funds of the Parking Department (the “Parking Department 

Contribution”) for those Services related to completion of the Transportation/Parking Plan. 

 

 2.  Timing of Contribution.  The Parking Department Contribution shall be paid by the 

City to the DDA as work progresses on the Transportation/Parking Plan in accordance with the 

payment provisions of the Agreement. 

 

 3.  City Participation.  City staff representing the Parking Commission shall be full 

participants in the development of the Downtown Plan and a representative of the Parking 

Department shall serve on the Downtown Plan Steering Committee. 

 

 4.  Effective Date.  This Memorandum shall be effective as of the date indicated on the 

first paragraph hereof through the date all of the terms and conditions of the Agreement have 

been completed. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be signed 

by their respective representative(s) all as of the day and year first written above. 
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CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

 

 

By:        

 George K. Heartwell, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:        

 Darlene O’Neal, Acting City Clerk 

 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY 

 

 

By:        

 Brian Harris, Chairperson 



 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

 THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (the “Memorandum”) is entered 

into as of May 19, 2014, 2014, by and between the CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (the “DDA”) and GRAND RAPIDS 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS (“GRPS”). 

 

RECITALS 

 

 A. The DDA solicited and received proposals for consulting services (the “Services”) 

in connection with the development of a plan that will identify and prioritize short, middle and 

long-term public investment for the next 15 years for downtown Grand Rapids and certain of the 

surrounding area (the “Downtown Plan”). 

 

 B. The DDA approved the selection of Interface Studio LLC to provide the Services 

related to the development of the Downtown Plan and has entered into an Agreement for 

Professional Services for the Services (the “Agreement”). A copy of the Agreement is attached. 

 

 C. A portion of the Downtown Plan is the Central Campus Plan as identified and 

described in the Agreement which is outside the DDA’s downtown district and which will be of 

benefit to GRPS. Services provided will support the implementation of the GRPS 

Transformation Plan specifically related to the Central campus schools including but not limited 

to the planning and development of new/improved facilities for Innovation Central High and the 

four co-located Centers of Innovation and Grand Rapids Montessori; improved traffic flow in 

and around the Central campus; demolition of the old City High-Middle School; enhancements 

to green space, landscape, and neighborhood use; potential development of an urban 

farm/garden; and more. 

 

 

 D. GRPS has committed not to exceed $72,290 representing the costs related to the 

Central Campus Plan portion of the Downtown Plan. 

 

UNDERSTANDING 
 

 1.  GRPS Contribution.  GRPS agrees to contribute an amount not to exceed $72,290 

(the “GRPS Contribution”) for those Services related to the completion of the Central Campus 

Plan. 

 

 2.  Timing of Contribution.  The GRPS Contribution shall be paid by GRPS to the DDA 

as work progresses on the Central Campus Plan portion of the Downtown Plan in accordance 

with the payment provisions of the Agreement. 

 

 3.  GRPS Participation.  GRPS staff shall be full participants in the development of the 

Downtown Plan and a representative from GRPS shall hold a seat on the Downtown Plan 

Steering Committee. 
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 4.  Effective Date.  This Memorandum shall be effective as of the date indicated on the 

first paragraph hereof through the date all of the terms and conditions of the Agreement have 

been completed. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be signed 

by their respective representative(s) all as of the day and year first written above. 

 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY 
 

 

By:        

 Brian Harris, Chairperson 

 

 

GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

 

By:        

 Dr. Wendy Falb, President 
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CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 

EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUMS OF 

UNDERSTANDING WITH CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

RELATED TO THE CITY’S PARKING SERVICE 

DEPARTMENTS AND PLANNING DEPARTMENTS 

PARTICIPATION IN THE DOWNTOWN PLAN 

 

Boardmember ______________, supported by Boardmember ______________, moved 

adoption of the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Rapids Downtown Development Authority (the “DDA”) 

(a) solicited and received proposals for consulting services (the “Services”) in connection with 

development of a plan that will identify and prioritize short, middle and long-term public 

investment for the next 15 years for downtown Grand Rapids and certain of the surrounding area 

(the “Downtown Plan”) and (b) approved the selection of Interface Studio LLC to provide the 

Services; and 

WHEREAS, a portion of the Downtown Plan is a transportation and parking plan which 

the City of Grand Rapids (the “City”) through its Parking Services Department has agreed to pay 

for; and 

WHEREAS, a further portion of the Downtown Plan is a river corridor master plan 

which the City through its Planning Department has agreed to pay for or obtain funds to pay for 

that portion of such plan located outside the DDA’s Downtown District; and 

WHEREAS, the City has agreed to enter into memorandums of understanding (the 

“Memorandums of Understanding”) with the DDA with respect to (a) payment of a portion the 
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Downtown Plan related directly to (i) the transportation and parking plan and (ii) that portion of 

the river corridor master plan located outside the DDA’s Downtown District and (b) Parking 

Services Department’s and Planning Department’s participation in the development of the 

Downtown Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 1. That the Memorandums of Understanding in the forms presented at this meeting 

are approved and the Chairperson of the DDA Board is authorized and directed to execute the 

Memorandums of Understanding for and on behalf of the DDA. 

 2. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewithin shall be and the 

same are hereby rescinded. 

 

YEAS: Boardmembers           

              

NAYS: Boardmembers           

ABSTAIN: Boardmembers           

ABSENT: Boardmembers           

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Dated: May 14, 2014 

_______________________________ 

Mary Sierawski 

Recording Secretary 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, the undersigned duly qualified and acting Recording Secretary of the City of Grand 

Rapids Downtown Development Authority (the “DDA”), do herby certify that the foregoing is a 

true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Directors of the DDA at a 

meeting held on May 14, 2014, and that public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to, and 

in compliance with, Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended. 

Dated: May 14, 2014 

_______________________________ 

Mary Sierawski 

Recording Secretary 
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CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 

EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING WITH GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS RELATED TO ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE 

DOWNTOWN PLAN 

 

Boardmember ______________, supported by Boardmember ______________, moved 

adoption of the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Rapids Downtown Development Authority (the “DDA”) 

(a) solicited and received proposals for consulting services (the “Services”) in connection with 

development of a plan that will identify and prioritize short, middle and long-term public 

investment for the next 15 years for downtown Grand Rapids and certain of the surrounding area 

(the “Downtown Plan”) and (b) approved the selection of Interface Studio, LLC to provide the 

Services; and 

WHEREAS, a portion of the Downtown Plan is a central campus plan which Grand 

Rapids Public Schools (“GRPS”) has agreed to pay for; and 

WHEREAS, both the City and GRPS have agreed to enter into a memorandum of 

understanding (the “Memorandum of Understanding”) with the DDA with respect to (a) its 

payment of a portion the Downtown Plan related directly to the central campus plan and (b) its 

participation in the development of the Downtown Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
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 1. That the Memorandum of Understanding in the form presented at this meeting is 

approved and the Chairperson of the DDA Board is authorized and directed to execute the 

Memorandum of Understanding for and on behalf of the DDA. 

 2. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewithin shall be and the 

same are hereby rescinded. 

 

YEAS: Boardmembers           

              

NAYS: Boardmembers           

ABSTAIN: Boardmembers           

ABSENT: Boardmembers           

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Dated: ________________, 2014 

_______________________________ 

Mary Sierawski 

Recording Secretary 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I, the undersigned duly qualified and acting Recording Secretary of the City of Grand 

Rapids Downtown Development Authority (the “DDA”), do herby certify that the foregoing is a 

true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Directors of the DDA at a 

meeting held on ____________, 2014, and that public notice of said meeting was given pursuant 

to, and in compliance with, Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended. 

Dated: _____________, 2014 

_______________________________ 

Mary Sierawski 

Recording Secretary 
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