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DOWNTOWN ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM GUIDELINES
2016



I. 	 Program Purpose 

To provide financial assistance to enhance 
projects in Downtown Grand Rapids that 
furthers the community goals established in 
GR Forward and the organizational goals of 
Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. (DGRI)

II. 	 Available Funding

Approved projects are eligible for reimburse-
ment of up to 50 percent of project costs for 
eligible activities as defined by PA 197 of the 
State of Michigan. 
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III.	 Project Evaluation

Any project located in the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) boundary is eligible 
for the Downtown Enhancement Program. 
Submitted applications will be evaluated to 
determine their ability to advance the goals 
of GR Forward, with a specific focus on public 
realm enhancements. The DDA will fund 
project elements and enhancements beyond 
what is required by the City of Grand Rapids, 
including but not limited to those elements 
outlined below:

•	 Accessibility Enhancements for 
	 Persons of all Abilities

•	 Bicycle and Multi-Modal Facilities

•	 Enhanced Paving

•	 Façade Lighting 

•	 Outdoor Dining Areas

•	 Parklets (publicly accessible)

•	 Pedestrian Lighting

•	 Planter Boxes

•	 Public Art

•	 Street Trees

•	 Street Furniture

•	 Snowmelt

•	 Others as Approved by Review 
	 Committee

The approval of a particular project will be at 
the sole discretion of the DDA Board. On an 
annual basis, the DGRI Alliance for Investment 
will review the Program Guidelines to deter-
mine if changes are required to meet the ever 
evolving needs of Downtown. 
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IV.  	 Requirements and Eligibility

1. 	 Projects must be located in the DDA Boundary (see attached); 

2.	 Funds may only be used to reimburse eligible activities, as defined by PA 197; 

3.	 Project elements for which an applicant is seeking reimbursement must not have 
	 commenced construction at the time of application; 

4.	 Project shall not have received previous funding from DDA, however a building or site may 		
	 be eligible for multiple grants; 

5.	 Projects receiving funding from the DDA’s Development Support Program are not eligible; 

6.	 Non-profits and higher learning institutions are generally not eligible; however, the DDA 		
	 Board may choose to support a project at their sole discretion;

7.	 Applicants must be up to date on City of Grand Rapids taxes prior to receiving
	  reimbursement; 

8.	 Funding shall be allocated per project, as opposed to a per parcel, address or unit basis.
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V.	 Approval Process

1.	 Submit application with $200 application fee

2.	 DGRI staff review of application materials to confirm project eligibility

3.	 Review of application by the DGRI Alliance for Investment

4.	 Presentation to DDA Board (2nd Wednesday of every month)

5.	 Agreement executed following DDA Board approval

6.	 Construction completed

7.	 Receipts and proof of payment provided by applicant to DGRI

8.	 Reimbursement issued 
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