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The Canadian government cancelled 
an 18-month investigation into water 
pollution from the Alberta tar sands. 
No reason was given for the cancella-
tion, or for the destruction of prelimi-
nary reports from the investigation.

At least 200 tonnes of fuel spilled 
into the St. Lawrence Seaway when a 
freighter ran aground at the southern 
edge of Montreal during a thunder-
storm.

The government of Quebec 
announced it would be increasing tax 
breaks for oil and gas pipeline projects 
from 8 to 30 per cent, citing pipelines 
as a more “ecological” mode for 
transporting petroleum products.

In England seven anti-war activists 
were found not guilty for “decommis-
sioning” a weapons factory in Brighton 
during the 2009 Israeli siege of Gaza. 
The activists destroyed equipment at 
a factory run by EDO ITT, a major 
weapons manufacturer and supplier of 
weapons to Israel.

Protests were held across the country 
in oppostion to the mass violations of 
civil liberties in Toronto during the 
G20 protests, where 1,105 people were 
arrested. The vast majority have been 
released, but several hundred still face 
charges. As of deadline, 14 of the 17 
people accused of being leaders and 
organizers of protests which resulted 
in property damage had bail hearings; 

all but one were granted bail. Charges 
include conspiring to assault police 
officers and conspiring to commit 
mischief, and bail was set as high as 
$85,000.

The Canadian Civil Liberties Asso-
ciation filed five official complaints 
with the Office of the Independent 
Police Review Director concerning 
policing at the G20 summit. They 
include illegal mass arrests of 1,105 
persons, illegal detentions, unlawful 
dispersal of peaceful protests, unlawful 
use of excessive force on peaceful pro-
testers and passersby, and unlawful and 
inadequate conditions of detention.

In response to Toronto Police 
Services appealing to the public to 
submit images and video of G20 
protesters in order to identify them 
for charges or arrest, the Toronto 
Community Mobilization Network 
(TCMN) asked the public to submit 
images and help identify police caught 
committing acts of brutality and 
violating civil liberties during the G20 
protests. The following day, Toronto 
Police Services released photos of their 
“Top 10 Most Wanted” from the G20 
protests, encouraging Toronto residents 
to provide information on their 
whereabouts. The TCMN denounced 
the move as continuing a “witch hunt.”

After 93 years, the canadian press 
(CP) announced it will switch from 
being a co-operative to a for-profit 

corporation. The decision was made in 
order to cover a shortfall of over $34 
million in the agency’s pension plan. 
Revenues at CP dropped significantly 
after the departures of Canwest and 
Quebecor newspaper chains from the 
organization to form their own respec-
tive newswires.

Quebecor, which accounts for 40 per 
cent of news production in Quebec, 
pulled out of the Quebec Press 
Council (QPC), the provincial body 
dealing with public complaints over 
print news coverage, due to its dis-
satisfaction with recent QPC rulings. 
The council criticized the move, saying 
it threatened the existence and moral 
authority of the council and posed a 
“very serious crisis for the free flow of 
information in this province.”

The los angeles BART police officer 
charged with the shooting and killing 
of 22-year-old African American Oscar 
Grant on New Year’s Day 2009 was 
found guilty of involuntary manslaughter 
by an all-white jury, the lightest of the 
three possible charges he was facing. The 
officer was caught on cell phone video 
shooting the unarmed Grant in the back 
as he lay on the ground.

Fishermen in pei have indicated their 
intention to join a lawsuit filed against 
BP, demanding compensation for lost 
revenue as a result of the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill. Bluefin tuna 
spawn off the Gulf of Mexico before 

People near Kingston Ontario vowed to continue their acts of civil disobedience until the Canadian 
government withdraws its propsal to close prison farms. Gord Campbell
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migrating north, where they are a 
major catch for East Coast fishermen. 
The lawsuit claims the spill could 
damage the tuna catch of over 300 
fishermen on PEI in the coming years.

More than 230 people were killed 
and over 100 injured when an oil 
tanker overturned and exploded in the 
Democratic Republic of congo. Most 
died when the explosion tore through 
nearby homes where families were 
watching the World Cup.

A Canadian Federal Court of Appeal 
overturned the decision by an immigra-
tion official rejecting the asylum request 
of a uS war resister, saying the official’s 
decision was “significantly flawed” and 
“unreasonable.” Jeremy Hinzman and 
his family will have their case reviewed 
on humanitarian and compassionate 
grounds. Hinzman was the first US 
soldier to seek refuge in Canada over 
objections to the war in Iraq.

A Mayan woman was shot in the head 
in San Miguel Ixtahuacan, guatemala. 
Diodora Antonia Hernandez Cinto 
publicly opposed the Marlin mine, 
which is operated by Montana 
Exploradora, a subsidiary of Canadian 
mining company Goldcorp. In the 
same town, another anti-mining 
activist and two activists’ children 
narrowly escaped being run over by 
Montana/Goldcorp company cars. 
Marlin has been ordered suspended by 
the Inter-American Commission of 

Human Rights, and the government 
announced its intention to comply 
with the order. Goldcorp CEO Chuck 
Jeannes refused to suspend operations.

Indigenous people and allies marked 
the 20th anniversary of the oka crisis, 
marching through the town of Oka 
and the community of Kanesatà:ke. 
Organizers highlighted that 20 years 
after the highest-profile armed land 
struggle in recent history, conflicts over 
traditional lands continue.

The canadian pension plan (CPP) 
invested $250 million in Calgary-based 
Laricina Energy, which plans to begin 
operations in the Alberta tar sands by 
the end of this year. The 17 per cent 
stake acquired by the CPP marks the 
first time it has invested directly in tar 
sands developments.

The proposed Keystone Xl pipeline, 
which would carry bitumen overland 
from the tar sands to Texas, has met 
with resistance from Henry Waxman, 
Chairman of the United States House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach penned 
a letter to Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton in response, urging her to 
support the project. The Stelmach 
government also paid $50,000 for an 
ad in the Washington Post promoting 
Alberta and the tar sands.

Private Bradley Manning, a united 
States soldier, has been charged with 

two counts of misconduct and placing 
national security at risk for releasing 
a video to Wikileaks showing a 2007 
attack by a US Apache gunship on 
Iraqi civilians.

Three Members of Parliament, all 
sworn to secrecy, have begun to sift 
through over 40,000 previously classi-
fied documents as a part of the afghan 
Detainee commission. The NDP 
boycotted the process, claiming that its 
closed-door nature violates an earlier 
decision by House Speaker Peter 
Milliken granting MPs full access to 
government documents.

To read the complete Month in Review, 
visit www.dominionpaper.ca. To receive 
The Dominion’s Month in Review by 
email, write us: info@dominionpaper.ca.

Corrections:

• It was incorrectly stated in “The 
Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement, 
Reconsidered” (Issue 69: July/August 
2010) that the Canadian Boreal Forest 
Agreement (CBFA) had yet to be released.  
The agreement was available on the 
CBFA website at the time of print.
• Shane Patrick Murphy’s name was mis-
spelled in Issue 69’s ( July/August 2010) 
table of contents.
• “Vancouver Farms” should have read 
“Vancouver Island” in “Can There Be 
Salmon People Without Wild Salmon?” 
(Issue 69: July/August 2010).

Polar bears in the Hudson Bay will die out in the next three decades, according to biologists. With the 
reduction of arctic ice, the bears feed less. Females losing body fat produce fewer cubs. US Geological Survey
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Productivity in not-for-profits tends 
to dip dramatically in the summer, 

but not here at The Dominion and 
Media Co-op. This quarter we revved 
our journo-engines to the max, and 
kept them hot through the months of 
May, June and July.

The Media Co-op wasn’t basking 
long in the success of the Vancouver 
Media Co-op (VMC) – which estab-
lished itself in February as the go-to 
independent outlet for news about the 
anti-Olympics movement – before 
re-emerging as a formidable grassroots 
news source in Canada – this time in 
Toronto.

The Toronto Media Co-op 
(TMC) launched officially in March 
with a collaborative, raging “I [heart] 
Indy Media” party that raised cash, 
raised the TMC’s profile, and raised 
the roof. (A bathroom door was report-
edly among the event’s casualties.)

The involvement of the TMC 
in The Dominion’s G8/G20 special 
issue highlighted the advantages of 
a collective approach to the bottom-
line. Aside from offering a grassroots 
perspective to a discussion of national 
import, Dominion special issues have 
been an effective means of getting the 
paper into more hands. The G20 issue 
was no different, but with significant 
improvements. With more people 
involved, deadlines were more closely 
adhered to, and the paper went to print 
on time (!). The issue saw more paid 
contributors than ever: 12 writers and 
four illustrators were paid cash, and 
six copy editors were offered in-kind 
payment (for the first time).

Launching the special issue in 
May didn’t create enough chaos in 
Dominion/Media Co-op circles, so 
for the second consecutive year, May 
was declared Media Co-op Member-
ship Month (MMM). This year, we 
streamlined the membership drive and 
shot for gold: we wanted to attract 
our 200th sustainer, doubling our 
sustainer base from last year. In the 
end we overshot, and MMM attracted 
63 new sustainers (including one in 
Germany, danke!), bringing the number 
of sustaining members up to 217 by 
the end of May. This represents an 
annual bump in income of $10,000. 
Since Locals keep 50 per cent of cash 
generated from sustainers in their city, 

MMM helped provide a base of funds 
for Locals. Vancouver – which hired 
two part-time fundraisers – gained 
17 new sustainers; Toronto gained 
10, and Halifax nine. Thanks to Just 
Us! Coffee, Fernwood Publishing, 
La Siembra Cooperative and Turtle 
Island Organic Teas for offering coffee, 
literature, chocolate and tea incentives 
to new members! Yow!

When the G8 development 
ministers met in Halifax in late May, 
the Halifax Media Co-op (HMC), 
chomping at the bit, gave Media 
Co-op coverage of G8/G20 protests 
a warm-up, posting stories from the 
streets of Halifax and releasing the 
HMC’s first print publication, The 
Tide.

Pulses racing (from all that 
MMM coffee and chocolate), the 
Media Co-op lept into June – and 
many of us raced right to Toronto. The 
TMC, sharing an Alternative Media 
Centre with other independent media-
makers covering the G20 summit, and 
joined by journalists from the HMC, 
the VMC and The Dominion, loaded 
up the TMC website with story after 
story, video after video and photo after 
photo about the massive movement 
that was gathering in Toronto’s streets 
to decry the G20.

Over the week leading up to the 
summits, and in the face of arrests, 
beatings and threats from police, 
journalist posted more than 250 stories 
to the TMC site – which attracted 
50,000 unique visitors on the Sunday 
after the summit – and produced 
an issue of The Spoke (the TMC’s 
broadsheet publication) every day for 
eight consecutive days.

Emotion, which ran high in the 
aftermath of the G20 and the shocking 
treatment of protesters by police, 
was reflected on the Media Co-op 
site for weeks after the G20, with 
hundreds of blog posts about whether 
window-smashing is effective/wise/
delinquent/disappointing/inspiring, 
and testimonials from many of those 
who experienced police brutality and 
from some of the over-1,000 people 
detained as authorities acted with a 
near total disregard for the Charter. 

Since then, the TMC has 
continued to track news about G20 
arrestees and the continuing (and 

growing!) anti-G8/G20 movement. 
The group has also begun the task of 
uncovering Canadian references in 
the recently published “Afghan War 
Diaries.” (Itching to volunteer in 
Toronto? Email: tmc@mediacoop.ca.)

In Vancouver, the VMC is 
expanding into radio in collaboration 
with Co-op Radio, and has reached 
millions through Olympics and 
G20 special collaborations with 
Democracy Now! VMC coverage of 
local organizing, Indigenous struggles 
and Vancouver’s Olympic hangover 
continues, as does Balaclava!, the 
VMC’s biweekly print publication, 
which debuted at the Olympics. 
The VMC has a focus on mutual 
aid among members, hosting story 
meetings, skillshares, and workshops 
for (and by) contributors. (Need a 
bottom-up take on Vancouver? Want 
to take on Vancouver, bottom-up? 
Email: vmc@mediacoop.ca.)

The Halifax Media Co-op 
(HMC), meanwhile, continues to 
cover local issues of food security, 
transportation, arts and queer activism. 
The HMC is currently seeking funds 
to continue to produce The Tide. (Feel 
the tide changing in Halifax? Join the 
revolution: hillary@mediacoop.ca.)

Plans for a Coopératif Média 
de Montréal are building. Media 
Co-op interns have been working 
with translators in Montreal; flickers 
of bilinguality have flashed across the 
Media Co-op site, as those paying 
close attention might have noticed. 
(Vous voulez offrir vos talents de 
langues? tim@mediacoop.ca, dru@
mediacoop.ca.)

In July, the Media Co-op 
held our third AGM. Thirty-three 
people joined the meeting in Local 
meet-ups, on the phone and via live 
webcast from Victoria, Vancouver, 
Edmonton, Winnipeg, Toronto, 
Montreal, Fredericton, Halifax and 
France. The AGM was a whopping 3 
hours and 20 minutes long, (three gold 
stars for everyone who stayed with us 
all night,) and we accomplished the 
very important task of changing the 
bylaws to include Media Co-op Local 
contributors and editors as official 
members of the co-operative. The past 
year’s financial statements revealed that 
we ran the Media Co-op’s operations 

all year for less than one starting salary 
of a CBC parliamentary reporter. The 
AGM minutes, financial statement, 
year-end report and special resolutions 
are all available on the Media Co-op 
website. (Or, moira@mediacoop.ca for 
copies.)

In very good news, the Media 
Co-op just got word that we’ve been 
approved for a Co-operative Develop-
ment Initiative grant for $24,000, 
which is earmarked for building the 
Locals, developing network-wide 
policy and strengthening our Board. 
The vast majority of this cash will go 
to paying stipends to folks who get 
involved in strengthening the Media 
Co-op network.

The Dominion has welcomed a 
new wave of copy editors and they’re 
fantastic! We can always use more 
eyeballs to help keep sentence structure 
sound. Email moira@mediacoop.ca if 
“worm’s for sale” makes your teeth itch.

August is library month! 
Spread the word about independent 
media right across Canada: request 
The Dominion in your local library. 
mediacoop.ca/librarymonth for details.

September is student month! 
Look for The Dominion and Media 
Co-op folks around campuses, 
spreading the good word about how to 
spread the good word!

News from the Co-op

Our journalists 
work for you. 

Sustain 
independent 

media!

To become a sustaining 
member of the Media 

Co-op, to subscribe to The 
Dominion, or to make a 

donation:

mediacoop.ca/join

membership@
mediacoop.ca
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Allies in Media Justice
A report back from the Allied Media Conference

by Dawn paley

DETROIT,  MICHIGAN—The 
Allied Media Conference’s (AMC) 
reputation is that it is one of the best 
conferences in the United States 
– period. After attending the 12th 
annual AMC in June, I think it’s fair 
to say that the conference outdoes its 
own reputation.

There are broad lessons for orga-
nizing conferences that can be taken 
away from the AMC, as well as specific 
insights linked to media organizing in 
the United States that could go a long 
way in rejuvenating media activism in 
Canada. 

Stepping out of the hot and 
humid air into the lightly air condi-
tioned  building at Detroit’s Wayne 
State University – which served as a 
hub for the conference – it was obvious 
this was different from typical media 
conferences.

Most of the volunteers and 
folks hanging out in the lobby were 
people of colour. The vibe was friendly 
and uninhibited: punks, queers, 
nerds, fashionistas and students 
milled around, chatting, sitting up 
on couches deep in discussion or 
leaning back, resting. Throughout the 
weekend there was a strong presence 
of students and activists from 
Detroit, an encouraging sign that the 
conference wasn’t just descending on 
the city but that it was learning from 
and contributing to local community 
projects.

“We are here at the Allied Media 
Conference this year, and every year 
there are more hearts, there are more 
souls, there are more stories, there 
are more connections, there’s more 
love, there’s more hope, there’s more 
happening, than anywhere I go in the 
year, and I mean that seriously,” said 
Ron Scott from Detroit’s Coalition 
Against Police Brutality in the opening 
ceremony. This year about 400 people, 
mostly from the US, attended the 
AMC.

Organizers and participants 
made direct links between the need 
for alternative and radical media and 
broader social and economic issues 
including capitalism, police violence, 
prisons, environmental destruction, 
ableism, and gendered and racialized 

violence, to name a few. These links 
were made possible by a holistic 
approach to reclaiming media that 
went far beyond the idea of “media 
democracy” and into the realm of 
“media justice.”  To date, there is no 
equivalent of the AMC in Canada.

“If you hope to radically restruc-
ture the media you have to begin with 
the slow and deep work of allowing 
space for the oppressed to speak and 
have control over media,” Anthony 
Meza-Wilson, a Vancouver-based 
educator who attended the AMC told 
me. “It isn’t enough to label yourself 
as ‘democratic media’ or ‘progressive 
media’ if the voices that are heard, the 
languages used, and the narratives 
spoken still all come from people of 
privilege, academics, and professional 
journalists.”

It’s clear that over the last 11 
years, the founders and organizers of 
the AMC have been able to do the 
work that Meza-Wilson describes 
and create trusting spaces for media 
activists who are outside of the 
academic, professional world of media 
to come together and “create, connect, 

transform” – as the conference slogan 
goes.

One of the strengths of the 
AMC was that presenters were 
themselves media activists, journalists, 
mud stencilers, and Indigenous media 
makers, people with different abilities, 
women of colour who organize against 
violence, and ex-prisoners. 

The AMC adheres to a series 
of network principles, which include 
emphasizing the power and legitimacy 
of participants, assuming agency not 
victimization, and working to highlight 
solutions coming through process, not 
at the end of a process. Perhaps most 
important is the last principle: “We 
begin by listening.”

Workshops were based around 
seven tracks, which included the Art 
and Practice of Disability Justice, 
Ecojustice Media Making for Sustain-
able Communities, Communication 
Strategies for Ending the Prison 
Industrial Complex and Indigenous 
Media and Technology. 

The ambitious 84-page AMC 
schedule was filled with workshops, 
discussions, caucuses, panels and skill 

builders ranging from queer/trans 
people of colour zine-making to youth 
discussions on the movie Avatar. 
The definition of “media” was broad 
enough to include activities like mud 
stencils, coding drupal, political art and 
silkscreening.

Throughout the weekend, there 
were information tables set up, creating 
a book fair atmosphere and a space 
for people to talk at length about their 
projects.  Downstairs, there was a live 
radio stream set up with DJs old and 
new sharing the mic with confer-
ence attendees. A table dedicated to 
building radio transmitters was busy 
all weekend, while people soldered, 
discussed and plotted. 

AMC organizers have already 
put the word out for people to “save 
the date” for next year’s conference, to 
be held June 23-26 in Detroit. Anyone 
interested in media and justice would 
be well served by being there.

Dawn Paley is a journalist based in 
Vancouver. She made a presentation about 
the Vancouver Media Co-op during a 
packed session at the AMC in June.

Participants collaborate on a print at the 2010 Allied Media Conference. Media at the AMC included 
painting, mud stencils, coding drupal, political art and silkscreening. Nathaniel James
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New Efforts at Canada-Israel Cooperation
Canadian military seeking lessons from occuying army
by Jeffery monaghan and yavar 
Hameed

OTTAWA—Canadian military 
officials have undertaken a comprehen-
sive effort with their Israeli counter-
parts to “pursue deeper relationships,” 
to borrow from Israel’s weapons, war 
training, and counter-insurgency 
strategies, and to strengthen diplomatic 
ties, according todocuments obtained 
through access to information (ATI) 
requests. 

The documents from the Depart-
ment of National Defence (DND) 
detail an October 2009 visit to Israel 
by General Walter Natynczyk, chief of 
the Canadian Forces (CF). 

“Your trip to Israel…will also 
offer you insight into broader regional 
issues, the multitude of threats facing 
Israel, the lessons learned from IDF 
[Israeli Defence Force] operations, and 
Israeli strategic thinking and military 
equipment,” states one briefing note.

Although Israel has found itself 
increasingly isolated diplomatically in 
recent years, support from successive 
Canadian governments has grown.

“It is harder to find a country 
friendlier to Israel than Canada these 
days,” ultra right-wing Israeli Foreign 
Affairs Minister Avigdor Lieberman 
said on a trip to Canada last year. 
“No other country in the world has 
demonstrated such a full understand-
ing of us.”

Canadian government and 
military officials appear ready to 

disregard what critics like South 
African Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
refer to as Israel’s apartheid practices 
in order to maintain, as the documents 
put it, a “robust and rich” bilateral 
relationship. 

The DND refused repeated 
requests for an interview.

The series of formal high-level 
meetings between figures in the 
Canadian military and the IDF have 
gone under the name of “Strategic 
Dialogue,” according to the disclosed 
documents. The first of these meetings, 
described in the documents as being  
“very successful” took place in Tel Aviv 
in February 2008. 

“Overall, the trip solidified 
existing friendships, uncovered further 
opportunities for military-military coop-
eration, and, perhaps most importantly, 
revealed that DND/CF is well situated 
to pursue deeper relationships,” states 
a memo written after the meetings. 
Since February, 2008, there have been a 
number of formal “staff talks” between 
the upper echelons of Canada and 
Israel’s defence establishments.

Comprised mostly of briefing 
notes and backgrounders, the 
documents explain contentious 
issues, outline strict talking points, 
and, under heavy redaction, disclose 
“future considerations” for improving 
Canadian bilateral relations with Israel 
and the IDF. Several briefing notes 
deal exclusively with particular issues 
of cooperation, such as Science and 
Technology Cooperation, Military 

Medical Cooperation, and Defence 
Material Relations. 

Documents prepared for 
Natynczyk’s trip in October, 2009, note 
that one of the “key objectives” was 
to “examine IDF equipment, tactics, 
doctrine, procedures, that might have 
operational benefits for the Canadian 
Forces.” To that end, Natynczyk met 
with a host of IDF senior generals, as 
well as Defence Minister Ehud Barak. 
The meetings focussed on gaining 
access to Israeli areas of “expertise,” 
including gaining insights into Israeli 
military strategies and tactics.

While meeting Brigadier 
General Harel Knafo, Natynczyk 
received a briefing on “the lessons 
learned from [2008’s] Gaza War.” 
Knafo commanded Operation Cast 
Lead, Israel’s aerial bombardment and 
ground invasion during the Gaza War 
that killed more than 1380 Palestin-
ians, 400 of them children, according 
to Israeli human rights group 
B’Tselem.

The visit came on the heels of the 
Goldstone Report, a UN investigation 
into the Gaza War by former South 
African Supreme Court judge Richard 
Goldstone. 

In his report, Goldstone 
criticized both Hamas and Israel for 
crimes of war during the conflict, but 
the report singled out Israel for the 
most serious condemnation. Goldstone 
documented the IDF’s use of Palestin-
ians as human shields – itself a war 
crime – and warned that the Israeli 

blockade of Gaza amounted to “collec-
tive punishment intentionally inflicted 
by the government of Israel on the 
people of the Gaza Strip.” 

Israel’s war, according to 
Goldstone, was designed to “punish, 
humiliate and terrorise a civilian 
population.” 

Natynczyk also discussed 
counter-insurgency operations with 
top Israeli General Gabi Ashkenazi.

“[Ashkenazi] suggested further 
military-military cooperation with 
Canada, including regarding doctrines 
and tactics that enable forces to 
switch conduct both asymmetric and 
conventional operations and switch 
between the two,” recounts a summary 
note of the meeting. 

The switch between “asymmetric” 
and “conventional” operations is a 
reference to Israel’s special brand of 
counter-insurgency: the unconven-
tional, often urban warfare Israel 
engages in against Palestinians in the 
occupied territories.

Presiding over one of the longest 
military occupations in modern times, 
Israel is an acknowledged leader 
in innovating new tactics of urban 
warfare. As Israeli scholar and architect 
Eyal Weizman has documented, 
the Israeli military reshape the 
battleground to meet their objectives 
in the densely populated and often 
impenetrable cities and refugee camps 
of the West Bank: rather than fight 
in the streets, for instance, they blast 
holes through the walls and ceilings 
of houses, moving in manner often 
through entire streets.

Battles in half-demolished living 
rooms, bedrooms and corridors of 
refugee camp homes have blurred the 
lines between civilian and military – or 
private and public – space.

This is the military laboratory 
in which the “doctrines and tactics” 
mentioned by Ashkenazi are studied 
and, as the memo indicates, exported 
to other urban environments.

Canadian military officials 
have clearly stated their strategy in 
Afghanistan has focused on developing 
stronger counterinsurgency tactics. 
Canada has said it will withdraw 
its military presence in the country 
in 2011, but Canadian Lieutenant-
General Andrew Leslie has said 
Canada’s military future is based on 
counterinsurgency measures.
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“It’s not going to be peacemaking 
anymore, it’s going to be counter-in-
surgency because the odds of us doing 
peacemaking between two functional 
states are probably pretty low, ergo 
COIN (counter-insurgency),” he told 
the Toronto Star in 2009.

While clearly interested in 
borrowing from IDF technologies, 
briefing notes also indicate Canadian 
officials are eager to win recognition of 
their war-making capacities from both 
Israeli and U.S. authorities.

“In Israel, the IDF’s warm 
welcome and insistence [redacted] 
is open to Canada reflects both the 
deepening relations between our two 
militaries and the credibility and 

respect won by CF operations in 
Afghanistan,” says a briefing memo to 
Natynczyk. 

In various notes, Natynczyk 
is reminded to highlight Canada’s 
military efforts in Afghanistan and 
stress Canada’s contributions to various 
U.S. and Israeli diplomatic initiatives. 

In addition to advancing military 
cooperation through the Strategic 
Dialogue, documents reveal that 
Natynczyk’s trip is part diplomatic 
mission. An array of diplomatic initia-
tives are tied to the Strategic Dialogue, 
and Canada’s increased role in 
supporting a militarized international 
agenda premised on an aggressive and 
militarized Israel in the Middle East. 

The Canadian military’s most 
significant operation in Israel is in 
support of US-led operations under 
the command of US Lieutenant-
General Keith Dayton. Dayton, in 
close coordination with Israel, leads 
the United States Security Coordina-
tor (USSC) program, initiated in 2005. 
It was created, according to then-US 
Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice, 
in order to oversee the training of 
a new integrated Palestinian police 
force and to referee problems between 
rival political parties Hamas and 
Fatah. Under Dayton’s leadership, the 
program is closely coordinated with 
the Israelis. Canadian members make 
up the bulk of Dayton’s training team 
– with 18 Canadian officers alongside 
10 American.

The USSC program has come 
under scrutiny, though. A 2008 exposé 
by Vanity Fair revealed that these 
security forces attempted to overthrow 
Hamas and prop up Mahmoud 
Abbas’s Fatah party following Hamas’s 
victory in the 2006 Palestinian 
Legislative Council elections.

US forces face restrictions 
around their movement in the West 
Bank, though, that Candian forces do 
not.  Due in large part to Canada’s 
reputation as a “trusted, impartial 
third-party,” the notes claim that CF 
personnel enter the West Bank daily 
allowing them to offer a useful window 
of intelligence on the West Bank to 
the American army.  As briefing notes 
indicate, Dayton is “an enthusiastic 
advocate of Canada’s support to his 
mission” with the US government. 

Canada plays a similar conduit 
like role in respect to facilitating com-
munication between NATO and Israel. 
In this regard, the Canadian Embassy 
in Tel Aviv is serving as Israel’s NATO 
Contact Point Embassy until 31 
December 2010.

Beyond the role as a NATO 
contact, the documents reveal a small 
glimpse into Canada’s behind-the-

scenes role in lobbying for Israel’s 
inclusion into NATO. 

Canada serves as “the liaison 
between Israel and NATO, assists with 
visits of NATO officials...to Israel.” 
Canada is also the first country to 
speak at NATO meetings that involve 
Israel, details one briefing note.

The documents show Canada 
has been working with Israel towards 
its goal of  a stronger partnership with 
NATO. This includes helping Israel 
in its “pursuit of a Status of Forces 
Agreement, getting access to the 
NATO Maintenance Supply Agency, 
[redacted].” 

The fundamental principle of the 
Cold War NATO alliance is that an 
attack against one party is equivalent 
to an attack against all parties of the 
alliance. Hence bringing Israel into 
NATO could mean that Canada 
would automatically declare war on an 
aggressor that attacked Israel, whatever 
the definition of aggression.

These sentiments were recently 
made public when junior Foreign 
Affairs minister Peter Kent mused 
to the magazine Shalom Life that “an 
attack on Israel would be considered an 
attack on Canada.” Kent later apolo-
gized for the public comment but noted 
that Israel understood its substance. 

The documents are only a small 
glimpse into the dialogue between the 
two nations’ militaries. A talking point 
laid out in a note to Natynczyk during 
his October 2009 visit confirm a strong 
commitment to increasing and future 
collaboration.

“I am pleased with the increased 
cooperation between Canadian Forces 
and the IDF and I am looking forward 
to future coordination and partnership 
between our armed forces.”

Yavar Hameed is a human  rights 
lawyer and sessional lecturer at Carleton 
University in Ottawa. Jeff Monaghan 
works with Books to Prisoners in Ottawa.

The security classifications of the released documents vary 
between “Confidential,” “Secret,” and the heavily redacted “Secret 
(Canadian Eyes Only).”

Recent Developments in Canada-Israel Relations
• Although Canada’s diplomatic support for an Israeli 
state predates Israel’s inception, policy toward the 
country became more friendly under Liberal prime 
minister Paul Martin, and veered further right under 
Stephen Harper.
• Among the long list of examples of Canada’s ardent 
pro-Israel turn was Harper’s response to the massive 
bombardment of Lebanon in 2006 following the 
Hezbollah abduction of two Israeli soldiers. While 
the international community decried Israel’s aberrant 
bombardment, Harper described it as a “measured 
response.”
• The conflict killed at least 1,500 people, mostly 

Lebanese civilians, and severely damaged Lebanese 
infrastructure. Among the accounts of widespread 
collateral damage was the death of  Canadian soldier 
Major Paeta Hess-von Kruedener. 
• Kruedener was among four UN Military Observ-
ers killed when the Israeli Air Force attacked a 
UN observation post in southern Lebanon. Brief-
ing notes written for Natynczyk shed light on 
Canadian diplomatic actions in the aftermath of 
Kruedener’s death. 
• The notes state Israel took responsibility for their 
deaths, but that the killings were unintentional. 
Unbeknownst to many, however, the notes mention  

that Harper subsequently wrote to Israeli Prime Min-
ister Olmert accepting Israel’s account. While Harper 
presents himself as a defender of military personnel, 
it appears – in the face of widespread criticism of 
Israel following the attack on the UN position – that 
Canada was more inclined to defend the reputation 
of its ally than demand answers to uncomfortable 
questions on behalf of its soldiers. 
• Revealing Israel’s sensitivity to the issue, Natynczyk 
is warned in the briefings: “Israel has made clear that 
it has answered all the questions it intends to with 
respect to the deaths of the four.”
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Canada’s Largest Environmental Lawsuit a Victory
Ontario court rules Vale must pay $36m to Port Colborne residents

by tracy glynn

FREDERICTON—Almost 10 years 
after Wilfred Pearson, a retired truck 
driver from Port Colborne, Ontario, 
signed his name as the lead plaintiff to 
the largest environmental class action 
lawsuit filed in Canadian history, the 
verdict is in – and it is in his favour. 

Port Colborne residents claim 
that their property values were 
diminished by the levels of nickel 
emitted from Inco’s refinery. On July 
6, 2010, Ontario Supreme Court 
Justice J.R. Henderson sided with 
the residents and awarded more than 
7,000 households in Port Colborne a 
total of $36 million. Households in the 
Rodney Street area, in the shadow of 
the nickel refinery, were each awarded 
$23,000 while those living on the 
east side of Port Colborne were each 
awarded $9,000, and the west side, 
$2,500. Vale (formerly Inco) has said 
the company will appeal. 

“It has been a very long ten years. 
People said to me the day we launched 
this lawsuit that you can’t fight large 
corporations and expect to win. They 
were wrong. I hope this court victory 
shows people can stand up and fight 
for justice,” said Diana Wiggins, 
who originally called the Canadian 
Environmental Law Association, 
setting the lawsuit in motion.

The lawsuit’s initial defendants 
included Inco, the Ontario Ministry of 
Health, the Ontario Ministry of Envi-
ronment, the Niagara Regional Health 
Department, the Niagara District School 
Board, the Niagara Catholic School 
Board and the City of Port Colborne. 

In February 2001, Pearson 
was the lead plaintiff on the lawsuit 
of 8,000 plaintiffs who originally 
sought $750 million in damages to 
health, property value and quality 
of life. Although that suit failed 
in 2002 to be certified, it was 
subsequently modified to focus on 
devaluation of property. The suit was 
certified on November 18, 2005. The 
plaintiffs settled out of court with 
all defendants except Inco. In late 
June 2006, Inco’s efforts to stop the 
class-action lawsuit were dismissed 
by the Supreme Court of Canada. 
The lawsuit that resulted in the July 6 

verdict went to trial in October 2009. 
Eric Gillespie, the lawyer repre-

senting the Port Colborne residents, 
said, “Our clients are very pleased with 
the decision. It’s a very significant 
award and it’s been made to the entire 
community.”

Inco opened the Port Colborne 
nickel refinery in 1918, cashing in 
on the post-war demand for nickel. 
The refinery was a major employer in 
Port Colborne for decades after; the 
workforce peaked at about 2,000 in 
the 1950s. The nickel refinery stopped 
refining nickel in 1984. Today, fewer 
than 200 people work at the plant 
that refines cobalt and other precious 
metals.

Wiggins and Ellen Smith, two 
Port Colborne mothers, founded 
Neighbours Helping Neighbours 
in 2001 to tackle the nickel con-
tamination problem in their city. 
Smith became the lead plaintiff in 
the lawsuit when Pearson’s health 
problems became too severe for him 
to continue.

Inco became one of the main 
landowners in the area in what many 
believed was an attempt to buy 

contamination concerns, beginning 
in the 1960s. Some properties along 
Rodney Street, deemed to be the most 
contaminated, were remediated by Inco.  

Residents feel that the Inco 
refinery is responsible for the heavy 
metal contamination of their soils, 
and Inco has admitted to contamina-
tion by nickel, copper, cobalt and 
arsenic. An estimated 20,000 tonnes 
of nickel oxide, a carcinogen, was 
spread over the Port Colborne area 
during the refinery’s operation. In 
some areas of Port Colborne, nickel 
exceeds 20,000 parts per million 
(ppm). Ontario’s Ministry of the 
Environment considers the safe upper 
threshold for nickel in residential soils 
to be 200 ppm.

Wiggins became aware of the 
extent of the contamination after 
talking to a friend who had been hired 
by Inco to pump out contaminated soil. 
Contaminants were said to be escaping 
into the ground water and wells. For 
decades, Inco had been dumping 
electrolyte nickel or “green liquor” into 
an aquifer below the Rodney Street 
neighbourhood. Over time, a fracture 
developed in the bedrock. By 2000, 

this “green liquor” was seeping into 
Lake Erie and surrounding areas.

Wiggins introduced herself to 
Smith after reading a story about her 
fears of property contamination in 
the local newspaper. In June 2000, 
Smith and her partner Craig Edwards 
requested that the Ministry of Envi-
ronment test the soil on their Rodney 
Street area property. Smith and 
Edwards were astounded by the results. 
Their property contained between 
14,000 and 16,000 ppm nickel, and 
over 600 ppm lead.

Smith, who is now the mother 
of two teenagers, wrote in 2003, “I 
have enjoyed watching my children 
play with their trucks and cars, 
making roads and bridges in the dirt. 
I thought that some day they might 
wish to become engineers. We have 
had numerous rounds of baseball, catch 
or Frisbee in the backyard. We spent 
warm summer days at the ballpark. 
Now the children’s play areas are 
restricted. The ballpark is chained shut. 
They can’t explore their world without 
barriers. They can’t even enjoy the sur-
roundings of their own home. They can 
no longer be the children they were.”

The INCO chemical pond in Port Colborne. Inco dumped electrolyte nickel into an aquifer which 
fractured; by 2000, it was seeping into Lake Erie and surrounding areas. Adam Martin
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Smith and Edwards paid off their 

home and property only to later find 
out their soil was contaminated. Smith 
said, “How can we sell this house and 
property to another starting family 
when we know what lurks beneath the 
ground and in the walls? As a mother 
watching her young children grow, I 
am sickened and at a loss for words 

to explain the feeling of not knowing 
what the future holds for my children. 
As a Port Colborne resident, I feel 
personally violated by those we trusted 
to protect our environment and our 
health and safety.”

Wiggins recalls the moment in 
2000 that sprang her into action. “My 
son would come home from school 
quite often complaining of severe 
sinus headaches and stomach aches. 
He also had rashes on his body. At the 
beginning of these ailments, I did not 
suspect there was an environmental 
problem. I had my son tested for 
nickel in his urine. But when I went 
to my son’s pediatrician for the test 
results, he was elusive. The doctor 
wouldn’t look me in the eye, stood 
with his back to me and stated that 
he ‘wasn’t allowed to discuss this issue’ 
with me.”

Wiggins discovered that Inco 
had purchased a property and sold it to 
the Niagara District School Board.

“The original landowners farmed 
the [property]. It had been said that 
the lady of this house suffered from a 
severe skin rash, so severe that it was 
difficult for her to work on the land. 
A few years after Inco purchased the 
land from the couple, the Niagara 
District School Board acquired it 
and built Humberstone School,” said 
Wiggins. 

Wiggins spoke with various 
specialists in the environmental and 
health fields. “As time went on and 
more information started surfacing, it 
literally was making me feel sick to my 
stomach every time I put my son on 
the bus,” said Wiggins. 

Wiggins and Smith reluctantly 
joined the Community-Based Risk 
Assessment (CBRA) process, which 
was supposed to determine the risks 
of the refinery contamination and a 

process to clean up the contamination. 
“Getting quite discouraged, I 

started to attend their meetings in 
September 2000. As time went by, 
I became even more discouraged as 
it was becoming increasingly clear 
that nothing was going to be done to 
ensure the safety of the people living 
with such high levels of contamina-

tion,” said Wiggins. “I doubted this 
company-sponsored process. Here we 
have a known contamination in our 
city. However, it is still just sitting here 
for children to play in, people to grow 
crops in, for us to breathe.” 

The suppression of a phytotoxicity 
report from her son’s school and soil 
test results in the Rodney Street area 
worried Wiggins. She also learned that 
the Ministry of Environment’s office 
had been holding strategic communica-
tion meetings on how to deal with Port 
Colborne residents and their concerns 
about environmental contamination. 

Smith remembers uncovering 
documents that demonstrated the gov-
ernment withheld information about 
the refinery’s environmental problems. 
Reading each page made Smith push 
harder for the truth and for justice. 

Nasal cavity cancers, linked to 
exposure to nickel oxide, have claimed 
the lives of several refinery workers, 
some before they received their first 
pension cheque. Surviving family 
members blame the refinery for the 
loss of their loved ones.

In November 2000, the 
community was shocked to hear gov-
ernment scientist Al Kuja say, “There’s 
areas where every single household has 
someone sick, every single family, some 
member has something – cancers, 
rashes, leukemia... Personally I think 
that something is going on.”

In early 2001, soil at Humber-
stone School tested at levels of 1,200 
ppm of nickel. 

“I spoke with the school 
representatives, trying to get them to do 
something to protect the children,” said 
Wiggins. “At one point, I had a con-
versation with a Niagara School Board 
staff member in charge of the safety and 
wellness of the children. He said, ‘If it 
were me, I would just move my child 

to another school.’ I responded, ‘That 
would be fine for my son... but what 
about the other 200 children in the 
school?’ It appeared to me that authori-
ties were not explaining to parents what 
the contamination statistics meant, so 
how could parents make an informed 
decision concerning the health risks for 
their children? There were children with 
quite severe skin rashes and ongoing 
headaches and stomach aches.”

Wiggins pulled her son from 
Humberstone School in February 2001 
to demand measures be taken to protect 
the children in the school. The school 
obliged and a week later her son was 
back at school with new rules: students 
were not allowed to play on the grass, 
they had to wash their hands when they 
came in from outside, and windows in 
the school were to to be kept shut when 
farmers were working on the land. She 
enrolled her son in a different school 
in the fall of 2002. The Humberstone 
School was shut down in 2003 and 
demolished in 2008.

The women, Pearson and others 
from Port Colborne, have demon-
strated outside Inco’s shareholders’ 
meetings in Toronto, holding signs 
such as, “Inco Nickel Found In My 

Kitchen, Attic And Left Lung.” One 
of the more memorable shareholders’ 
meetings was in 2003 when Port 
Colborne residents handed out what 
they called “dirt bags” – bags of their 
contaminated soil – to Inco sharehold-
ers. 

Both women monitor Vale’s 
problems at home and abroad. In 2003, 
Wiggins motivated others to organize 
a global day of action against Inco. In 
October of that year, people around the 
world demonstrated and held public 
presentations, film screenings and vigils 
in Newfoundland, Ontario, Guatemala, 
Indonesia and Kanaky-New Caledonia 
in the first global day of action against 
a Canadian mining company. 

Vale, now under Brazilian 
ownership, has provoked the creation 
of a network determined to coordinate 
actions among communities affected by 
Vale in Brazil and worldwide. Striking 
Vale workers in Canada recently visited 
Vale-affected communities in Brazil 
and Indonesia.

Tracy Glynn is a board member 
of the Media Co-op and Miningwatch 
Canada, and manages the website 
minesandcommunities.org

“It has been a very long ten years. People said 
to me the day we launched this lawsuit that 
you can’t fight large corporations and expect 
to win. They were wrong.”
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RebELLEs Give Oppression the Boot
New Brunswick gumbooters troupe give feminist education a kick

by Marie-Christine Allard

FREDERICTON—There are many 
uses for rubber boots. The obvious ones 
are to keep your feet dry when it rains 
or to keep them clean while doing 
yard work. Some people use them as 
flower pots. But the Fredericton-based 
NB RebELLEs are using their boots 
to challenge capitalism, colonialism, 
patriarchy, and all other forms of 
oppression that plague our society. 
They are feminist; they are synchro-
nized; and – oppressors beware! – they 
will call you out to the catchy rhythm 
of stomping and boot-slapping.

As any of the gumbooting 
RebELLEs would explain, gumboot-
ing as a dance is only a fraction of what 
they do. 

“If you wanted a sterile descrip-
tion of gumbooting, it is stomping, 
slapping and clapping; but it is so 
much more than those mechanics. 
The richness comes from the symbolic 
value of its history, and its use as a tool 
of communication and resistance,” 
stated Carolyn, one of the troupe’s 
gumbooters. (They requested that 
only their first names be used in this 
article.)

Gumbooting started in the 
mines of South Africa when slaves 
were given rubber boots because it was 
cheaper than draining water out of 
the mines. The slaves, working in the 
dark, were forbidden to talk to each 
other. In defiance of the slave-owners 
they developed a language by stomping 

and slapping their boots. The practice 
evolved out of the mines, and is now 
used in a spirit of celebration. The 
RebELLEs have appropriated the 
medium – originally a resistance to 
oppression, now an art form – to 
further the feminist struggle.

The RebELLEs were born out 
of the national “Waves of Resistance” 
Pan-Canadian Young Feminist 
Gathering in Montreal in 2008. They 
weave parts of the gathering’s manifesto 
between bursts of percussive dance to 
make a stance on issues of oppression, 
such as the historical and ongoing 
colonial policies Canada embraces. 
“Rise against colonialism!” reads the 
mainfesto.”Down with governments 
that use force and intimidation to 
impose conformity, limit choice and 
reinforce the status quo. We resist the 
discrimination against Muslims and 
Middle Eastern people, and all forms 
of racial profiling. We stand in solidar-
ity with families and communities 
of missing and murdered Aboriginal 
women. All over Canada, stolen native 
land continues to be developed illegally 
and for profit while the government  
fails to uphold treaty rights.”

The RebELLEs’ performances 
outline their vision of communities 
committed to eradicating violence, 
building solidarity and developing 
institutions that promote justice, peace 
and equality. 

These are big ideas, but by 
using the dance as a vehicle for their 
message, they are able to reach a wide 

audience.
“Gumbooting is so accessible 

and draws people in. We’ve been at 
events where everyone seemed hostile 
and we weren’t even sure if they were 
going to clap,” said Carolyn. “But we’ve 
had people come to us at the end and 
tell us that they had never thought 
of these issues. We once had a man 
tell us, ‘I can’t believe you managed to 
slip in such a feminist message.’ We’re 
making people aware that there is still 
a women’s movement and [women] are 
still not equal.”

“[The gumboot troupe] is a 
visible part of the feminist movement, 
and blatant visibility is often lacking,” 
said Keri, another RebELLE 
gumbooter.

The RebELLEs do not preach 
to the converted, nor do they soften 
their message to avoid offending the 
audience. They performed at two 
”Women in Business” conferences on 
International Women’s Day this year. 
Many of the women in attendance 
work in a corporate environment.

“Capitalism hurts women,” 
said the RebELLEs during the 
performance. “Pay inequity, insuf-
ficient parental leave, unacceptable 
childcare, unaffordable childcare, 
double standards, sexual harassment, 
glass ceiling, sweatshops. Rise against 
capitalism!”

“We felt that it was important 
to speak specifically about how 
capitalism hurts women, so we adapted 
our message for it. That was the only 

time that I’ve actually noticed people 
walking out of our performance,” said 
Keri, laughing. “It was antithetical to 
their conference and provocative, but 
we wanted to show up and challenge 
people, their assumptions, and the way 
they exist in the world.”

Keri explained that most perfor-
mances have been well received. “I’ve 
had an intergenerational spectrum of 
people come to me and tell me, ‘That 
was amazing!’ I even had a lady ask, 
‘Can I gumboot with my cane?’”

Keri reflected on a RebELLEs 
performance at a memorial vigil in 
Miramichi for the victims of the 
Montreal Massacre. “Right before we 
took the stage, some of the troupe 
met a survivor of domestic abuse 
who had just recently started talking 
openly about her experience. During 
our performance, there is a part when 
I talk about feminism and give our 
definition of it while the rest of the 
gumbooters stand with their fists 
in the air. At that point, the woman 
was sitting in the audience and she 
raised her fist with us, which then 
prompted the majority of the crowd 
to do the same. It was such a powerful 
moment.”

The RebELLEs’ blog at gumbooters.
blogspot.com for their full manifesto and 
more information. Marie-Christine 
Allard is a member of the New Brunswick 
Media Co-op. The original version of 
this story was published by the New 
Brunswick Media Co-op.

“We embrace the full dignity of all human beings,” reads the RebELLEs’ Points of Unity. “Therefore, we oppose and 
struggle to dismantle the current social apparatus: white supremacist capitalist patriarchy.” ukuleleharmonica
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by macho philipovich

WINNIPEG—In the lead-up to the 
G20 summit in Toronto, as several 
major demonstrations and tens of 
thousands of police and military 
personnel filled the downtown, 
a quieter summit took place 200 
kilometres to the north, in Huntsville, 
Ontario. In closed meetings Canadian 
officials worked to convince the 
world’s major military and industrial 
powers to criticize the government of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC).

They succeeded. The final G8 
communique called on the DRC to 
“enhance governance and account-
ability in the extractive sector,” 
and “extend urgently the rule of 
law.” Just a few days later, on June 
29, Canada attempted to block a 
decision by the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to cancel the overwhelming majority 
of the DRC’s roughly $8-billion 
debt.

In spite of Canada’s objections, 
the World Bank and IMF approved 
DRC’s debt cancellation two days 
later. But Canadian diplomats 
delayed the process long enough 
that the announcement missed 
celebrations of the 50th anniversary 
of the country’s independence from 
Belgium which had ruled Congo 
with legendary violence while 
extracting its mineral wealth. The 
DRC’s debt, widely considered to 
be “odious” – consisting of loans to 
illegitimate rulers – had accumulated 
through their history as a colony 
of Belgium, then through the years 
of the Mobutu dictatorship and 
on to the present. The loans rarely 
benefited ordinary people in what 
is one of the most impoverished 
countries in the world. Even after 
one of the IMF’s own reports during 
the Mobutu era showed the loans 
were being misused and would 
likely never be repaid, the lending 
programs were not only kept in place 
but expanded.

Why would Canada want to 
interfere with relieving a poor country 
from illegitimate debt?

The Congo has long been the site 

of bountiful natural resources, which 
governments and corporations the 
world over have scrambled to access. 
The Vancouver-based mining company 
First Quantum has not been immune 
to this allure. In 2006, the company’s 
President Clive Newall said of the 
DRC: “It’s the holy grail of the copper 
industry. Companies are saying: to hell 
with the political risk, we just have to 
be here.”

The risk did not pay off as 
well as he would have liked. Over 
the past year, the government of 
the DRC canceled three of First 
Quantum’s mining concessions, 
worth about $1-billion, as part of a 
review of contracts signed during the 
tumultuous period of conflict at the 
end of the 1990s. Canada retaliated 
on the company’s behalf through 
the G8 and international lending 
institutions.

Maurice Carney, Executive 
Director of the Friends of the 
Congo, a Washington DC-based 
advocacy group, suspects that 
Canada was not worried about “the 
rule of law” in the Congo before 
the recent cancellations because of 
the legally dubious behaviour of the 
companies themselves. He points 
to a 2002 UN Security Council 
report called the Panel of Experts 
on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural 
Resources and Other Forms of Wealth 
of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, that showed connections 
between foreign mining companies, 
including First Quantum, and the 
ongoing conflict in the DRC, the 
deadliest conflict the world has seen 
since the Second World War.

“The United Nations clearly 
stated that these companies that 
were involved are fueling the conflict, 
illegally exploiting Congo’s wealth, 
and have violated OECD Guide-
lines,” says Carney. “Yet neither 
Canada, nor the G8 have issued any 
major declarations against these 
corporations.”

The report pointed to payouts 
by First Quantum to top Congolese 
officials. The company’s Kolwezi 
project, the first to be canceled by 
the DRC, was secured through deals 
with then-rebel leader Laurent Kabila 

before he took power in 1997, at a 
time when mining companies were 
helping finance his insurgency against 
the national government. The deal 
was made with a smaller firm called 
American Mineral Fields, which 
First Quantum was planning to buy, 
and did, securing the contract for 
themselves. From 1997 to 2001, while 
accumulating these contracts, their 
share prices shot “from zero to around 
$140 USD.”

First Quantum’s board has 
always been politically well-connected. 
Around this period, former prime 
minister Joe Clark was serving as 
an adviser and later he became a 
board member. In 2008, Carney 
told Democracy Now! that nearly 
all Canadian prime ministers since 
Trudeau have been involved in a 
mining company working in the 
Congo.

The international community’s 
main concern remains re-shaping the 
DRC government much in the way 
foreign powers in Congo’s colonial 
period saw themselves to be carrying 
out a “civilizing mission.” The World 
Bank and the UK have announced 
$92 million in funding for their 
PROMINES project in the DRC “to 
increase transparency and account-
ability in the mining sector.”

Although the government of the 
DRC claims that during the period 
of mining renegotiation the people in 
charge of the First Quantum project 
in Kolwezi were “the only ones who 

refused to negotiate,” and that “they 
refused with a lot of arrogance,” the 
cancellation was, in fact, dubious. 
The holdings were transferred to a 
company registered in the British 
Virgin Islands owned by businessman 
Dan Gertler, among the wealthiest 
Israelis, who owns other companies 
financing Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank.

Carney says in regard to 
Gertler that “just about every 
deal he’s made in the Congo has 
benefited him, a select few people 
in the government, and undermined 
the people.”

The Canadian Ministry of 
Finance did not respond to a request 
for an interview from The Dominion. 
A Ministry representative previously 
told Reuters they would “continue to 
work with our international partners 
to ensure Canadian investment in the 
DRC is protected.”

Carney asks us to consider 
another way the G8 leaders’ summit 
could have played out. “We’re not 
aware of any statements the G8 
has issued regarding the millions of 
Congolese dead or the hundreds of 
thousands of women raped... Imagine 
if the call from the G8 was for an end 
to the conflict and bringing peace and 
stability to the Congo, as opposed 
to securing mining deals for First 
Quantum.”

With files from David Barouski.
Macho Philipovich lives in Winnipeg.

Why is Canada Blocking Congo Debt Forgiveness?
Mining companies and Canada’s “civilizing mission” 

Caitlin Crawshaw
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by Steven Wendland

GREENWICH, NS—A proposal to 
rezone 380 acres of active farmland 
in the hamlet of Greenwich, Kings 
County, has raised public concern 
over food security, cultural history, and 
sustainable community-planning in 
Nova Scotia’s fertile Annapolis Valley.

“Removing the agricultural 
district zoning will take away the 
Greenwich farms that helped build 
Kings County,” says Tom Cosman, a 
Greenwich honey farmer who believes 
the proposal is short-sighted.

In August 2009, five Greenwich 
landowners submitted an applica-
tion to Kings Council proposing an 
amendment to the Kings County 
Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS) 
and Land-Use Bylaw which would 
allow the involved agricultural lands to 
be rezoned for residential, commercial 
or industrial purposes – a Comprehen-
sive Development District (CDD), as 
the MPS labels it. 

The proposal roused an 
immediate outcry from several 
Greenwich residents who want to 
preserve the fertile farmland. 

“The proposed development is 
intended to remove almost 75 per 
cent of Greenwich’s prime agricultural 
lands, which the current owners them-
selves claim to have been farmed for 
700 years collectively,” states Marilyn 
Cameron, a Greenwich resident and 
active member of No Farms, No Food, 
a community coalition devoted to the 
protection and preservation of Nova 
Scotia farmland.

Three of the five landowners 
own, operate, and supply three popular 
farm markets in Greenwich, and 
their businesses form the core of the 
community’s identity.  No Farms, No 
Food have accused the landowners of 
selfishly disregarding their responsibili-
ties to the community and stewardship 
of the land.

Doug Hennigar, a fruit and 
vegetable farmer and owner of one 
of the farm markets, believes those 
residents are unwilling to accept the 
reality of his situation. “My soil could 
be considered prime if we were only 
talking about Nova Scotia, but global-

ization has put my land in competition 
with soils from all over the world. I 
have to compete with farmers from 
countries that have better soils, longer 
growing seasons, cheaper labour, and 
high government subsidies,” he related. 

In the global competition for 
Nova Scotians’ food dollar, local 
farmers are losing out.  A report 
released in July by the Nova Scotia 
Federation of Agriculture, in col-
laboration with the Ecology Action 
Centre, found that for every dollar 
spent on food in the province in 2008, 
Nova Scotian farmers got 13 cents. 
“The study examined over 60 products 
and found that, on average, the food 
products were traveling nearly 4,000 
kilometres from farm to plate,” said 
Marla MacLeod, co-author of the 
report entitled “Is Nova Scotia Eating 
Local?”

This needs to change, says 
MacLeod, who believes the province 
should prioritize food security and 
food sovereignty. “I think it’s important 
to retain the capacity to grow our own 
food here,” said MacLeod, who argues 
that a local agriculture system has 
environmental, social, economic and 
health benefits. “It doesn’t make any 
sense to depend on everyone else in the 
world to feed us.” 

Given the significant public 
opposition to the proposed 
amendment, many Kings County 
residents are irate that Kings Council 
used $36,000 in taxpayer money to 
have consulting firm Environmental 
Design and Management Ltd. (EDM) 
process the contentious application. 
The resultant 20-page EDM report 
was submitted to the Kings Planning 
Advisory Committee in May 2010. 
It recommended that the “subject site 
be made available for development by 
creating a CDD and designating the 
area a new Growth Centre.”   

Hennigar said those opposed 
to the proposal are simply afraid of 
change. “They’re trying to preserve an 
agricultural past that is dead – they 
want to make this place an agricultural 
museum. We need to balance high-
paying business opportunities while 
also preserving our best farmland. 
We’re an aging population, and 

we can’t have a successful regional 
agriculture if we don’t have a variety 
of solid employment opportunities for 
our youth.”

MacLeod believes that farming, 
given proper support, could be a 
viable and sustainable employment 
opportunity for youth. “There are 
young people interested in farming, 
and interested in doing it differently,” 
she said, pointing to new models like 
Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSAs) and direct marketing.  

MacLeod said we need to 
support people who are farming now, 
and invest in programs that promote 
mentorship and learning for young 
and new farmers.  She believes a 
long-term view is needed. “Once 
you’ve built over land, you can’t get 
it back,” she said, adding that Nova 
Scotia will need that land to feed 
itself in the future.     

“In a world with an ever-increas-
ing population, the looming threat of 
peak oil, and shrinking farmlands, it 
is destructive to allow the loss of this 
agricultural resource,” said Cosman.

Tensions were recently height-
ened in Greenwich when, on July 6, 
2010, Kings Council voted to rezone 
167.5 acres of prime farmland in the 
neighbouring village of Port Williams 
for residential purposes. 

Council’s motion has led to a 
redoubling of opposition efforts in 
Greenwich. “If the present owners 

don’t want to farm that land, it should 
be banked for farmers that do,” says 
Cameron.

If the application for rezoning 
continues to move forward, two readings 
at Council and a public hearing will be 
necessary before it is handed over to 
the provincial Minister of Service Nova 
Scotia and Municipal Relations, Ramona 
Jennex, for final approval.  Jennex would 
then have 60 days to either reject or 
approve Council’s motion to develop the 
farmland.

Regardless of the outcome, 
farmers need more support if land is 
going to be protected in the future, 
says MacLeod.  “In many cases [the 
land is sold] to help fund farmers’ 
retirement plans,” she says. 

MacLeod asserts that if farmers 
had pensions, extended health care 
plans, and a viable income, they would 
have more options when they stopped 
farming – and more people interested 
in picking up where they left off.   

“Put your energy into protecting 
the farmer and you’ll automatically 
protect the farmland,” says Hennigar. 
“Farmers only make up about 1.5 per 
cent of the Canadian population – we 
need help and support from the 
public.” 

Steven Wendland is a writer, 
vegetable gardener and filmmaker from 
Harmony, Nova Scotia. With files from 
Hillary Lindsay.

The Land That Feeds
Rural community divided over proposal to rezone farmland

Community groups are fighting the proposal, arguing that Nova 
Scotia needs to protect its farmland for future generations Melissa Kelly

canadian news



13The Dominion, August/September 2010 — Issue #70

G20 Over, But Legal Woes Drag On
Organizers 
face police 
threats 
as arrests 
continue
by tim mcSorley and megan Kinch

TORONTO and MONTREAL—
Nearly two months after the G20 
protests in the streets of Toronto, 
hundreds of people are slowly moving 
through the legal system. They face a 
wide range of charges, from obstruc-
tion to conspiracy, and a variety of 
possible punishments, from fines to 
serious jail time.

“The court system is incredibly 
alienating,” said Ryan White, a lawyer 
working with the Movement Defense 
Committee (MDC). “That’s why [the 
courts] are used, to use up time and 
energy to destroy social movements.”

While it’s difficult to predict the 
outcome for people facing charges, an 
estimated 300 people – mainly those 
who were arrested and held at the 
detention centre set up in a former 
film studio in Toronto’s east end – are 
slated for “set date” court appearances 
on August 23.

A set date is the first step in the 
trial, where the accused will be able to 
clarify their exact charges, will be given 
their next court dates, and will possibly 
receive disclosure – meaning they will 
be permitted to see the evidence being 
held against them.

Since the set date hearings are 
not arraignments, defendants will not 
plead innocent or guilty, but resolution 
discussions – otherwise known as plea 
deals – may take place. A spokesperson 
for the Crown’s office refused to 
comment on the possibility of such 
negotiations, though Riali Johannes-
son, another lawyer who volunteers 
with the MDC, says such discussions 
are commonplace.

Those who remember the 
temporary bail court hearings imme-
diately after the G20 summits may 
doubt the wisdom of processing 300 
defendants in one day, but both Crown 
prosecutors and MDC volunteers 
believe there should be enough 

resources and staffing for the process to 
move smoothly. According to Johan-
nesson, legal defence volunteers are in 
contact with the Crown to find ways 
to ease the process and ensure hearings 
do not drag on.

That is reassuring for the dozens 
of people who will come in from out 
of town for the hearings, including 110 
people from Quebec alone. Montreal’s 
Anti-capitalist Convergence (CLAC), 
which organised buses to Toronto 
for the G20 summit, is organizing 
transport and lodging for those 
who need to travel to Ontario for 
their hearings. Other out-of-town 
defendants, including many from BC, 
have secured legal counsel to represent 
them so they do not need to make the 
4,000 kilometres trek.

There is a possibility that some 
charges will be dropped on August 23, 
and that others may be downgraded 
following resolution discussions. No 
one will be obliged to take plea deals 
and groups like CLAC have expressed 
hope that enough funds will be raised 
to enable individuals who wish to 
challenge their charges to do so.

Fundraising takes time though, 
and in both Montreal and Toronto, 
where the two main pushes for 
fundraising are taking place, it is 
estimated that at least $250,000 needs 
to be raised in each city in order to 
cover the legal fees associated with 
those facing the most serious charges. 
Farrah Miranda, a spokesperson with 
the Toronto Community Mobilization 
Network (TCMN) was unable to 
confirm how much money has been 
raised so far. The TCMN and CLAC 
are both planning a series of large 

events over the coming weeks, though, 
including a performance by trip-hop 
band LAL in Toronto, and a fundrais-
ing dinner and art auction in Montreal 
as part of what will be year-long 
funding drives.

Some of the seventeen people co-
accused on charges of conspiracy will 
be among those appearing August 23. 
All but one of them have been released 
on bail and face severe restrictions, 
including house arrest and limits on 
who they can associate with, on public 
statements, organizing or participating 
in protests, using laptops, cell phones 
and other wireless devices. Kitchener-
based community organizer Eric 
Lankin however, has been in custody 
for over six weeks.

The courts have issued a 
publication ban against reports on 
the proceedings, and some have been 
warned that speaking to the media 
may constitute a violation of the 
bail conditions, which would leave 
the sureties financially liable. The 
sureties for Leah Henderson and Alex 
Hundert were contacted recently by 
the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), 
who told them comments to the media 
made by Henderson and Hundert 
could be interpreted as a breach 
of their “no advising or planning 
political protest” condition, according 
to Hundert’s brother Jonah. Such a 
breach would allow the police to put 
them back in jail.

“It’s absolutely absurd and the 
principle behind it is disgusting,” he 
said, adding that if there are concerns 
about breach of bail conditions the 
proper route is to contact legal rep-
resentation. “[The OPP] are basically 

harassing my family, just as they try to 
intimidate all people who speak and 
stand for social justice.”

Many have been critical of 
the bail conditions, seeing them as 
particularly repressive. “The coercive 
bail conditions force those released 
into a false choice: to stop organizing 
or to face further repression,” says 
SK Hussan, who, like Henderson 
and Hundert, has been accused of 
conspiracy, among other charges. “We 
are not simply choosing to fight for a 
better world; it is our responsibility to 
do so,” he added.

Ongoing arrests continue evoke 
the spectre of the G20 mass deten-
tions. No one knows when they will 
end, and Toronto police have not 
said they are through with arrests. In 
mid-July the Toronto Police Service 
(TPS) released a “most wanted” list 
of G20 protesters. Since then, the 
TPS have arrested several of those 
listed, most recently Ryan Rainville, an 
Indigenous solidarity activist, who was 
arrested while in Waterloo, Ontario.

“It’s clear that the police will 
extend [the wave of arrests] as long as 
they can,” said White. 

Hussan, for his part, is insistent 
that the focus not be on the ongoing 
legal battle he and others face, but on 
building towards a just world: “What’s 
become increasingly important is not 
just how are we going to deal with 
state violence, but how are we going 
to create the autonomous, just, free 
communities we all want to live in?”

Tim McSorley is an editor with The 
Dominion. Megan Kinch is an activist 
and journalist in Toronto.

While police lines have disappeared from the streets of Toronto, many of those arrested still face 
judicial barriers. Andy K. Bond

canadian news
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A protester outside a bank during the G20 protests in Toronto. 

Race to the Bottom to Continue for G20 Nations
by Dawn paley

TORONTO—As the 2010 G20 
summit wound down behind the 
fences of “Fortress Toronto,” more 
than 1,000 people had already been 
sent to jail. While the police attacked 
crowds and snatched organizers in the 
streets, the Group of 20 gathered to 
write the Toronto Summit Declara-
tion, a 27-page document released 
the evening of Sunday, June 27. A 
critical reading of this text reveals it as 
evidence that those who took great risk 
to mobilize against the G20 did so on 
behalf of the health of communities 
and the planet. 

Although the Toronto Declara-
tion begins with a populist appeal to 
sustainability, job creation and financial 
regulation, it enshrines a commitment to 
force the poor and working class around 
the world to tighten their belts yet again 
as states are ordered to implement strict 
new austerity programs.

The Declaration proposes an 
ambitious new structural adjustment 
agenda, designed by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank, which aims to halve First World 
deficits by 2013.

Shoring up financial sector 
abuse of public funds is one of 
the most pressing public concerns 
(bank bailouts have been denounced 
around the world), but the language 
in the Toronto Declaration does not 
guarantee meaningful public oversight 
of the financial sector.

The Declaration welcomes the 
recently-passed US Financial Reform 
Bill, which according to Newsweek, 
“effectively anoints the existing 
banking elite” without putting a cap on 
executive compensation. Nor does the 
bill crack down on banks that are sup-
posedly “too big to fail” – banks like JP 
Morgan, Goldman Sachs, Citigroup, 
Bank of America and Morgan Stanley.

Financial oversight will remain 
with elites – led by the IMF and other 
Multilateral Development Banks 
(MDBs, such as the Inter American 
Development Bank and the African 
Development Bank) – and the declara-
tion proposes these institutions should 
become “even stronger partners” in the 
future.

The Declaration indicates that 
G20 countries will pump $350 billion 

into MDBs, doubling the MDBs’ 
lending capacity so they can “focus on 
lifting the lives of the poor, underwrit-
ing growth, and addressing climate 
change and food security.”

The move towards putting 
MDBs on the front lines of global 
lending could be a response to the 
growing global rejection of larger 
International Financial Institutions 
(IFIs) like the World Bank and the 
IMF. This shift is reminiscent of a 
move away from global trade and 
regional agreements like the Free 
Trade Agreement of the Americas 
and the World Trade Organization, 
and towards smaller regional deals 
and bilateral agreements such as the 
recently-inked Canada-Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement.

The Toronto Declaration makes 

a point of noting that Haiti’s debt 
with IFIs will be cancelled, but avoids 
mention of the larger debt the country 
owes to the Inter American Develop-
ment Bank (IADB). Haiti owes less than 
$200 million to the World Bank and 
the IMF, while their outstanding debt to 
the IADB is upwards of $441 million. 
The IADB has also positioned itself 
to become the lead development bank 
behind the $10 billion given by “donor 
nations” – mostly OECD countries 
–  for reconstruction of the country.

In addition to increased involve-
ment in global economics by the 
IADB and by other regional develop-
ment banks, the Toronto Declaration 
promises more privatized “develop-
ment financing” for low-income 
countries. This could mean further 
subsidies for transnational corporations 

active in resource extraction and the 
 (sweatshop) sector.

Language in the document 
about increasing “global output,” 
creating tens of millions of jobs, and 
reducing global “imbalances” flies 
in the face of the document’s own 
recommendations for countries with 
higher debt-loads to continue a regu-
latory race to the bottom by “main-
taining open markets and enhancing 
export competitiveness” – an openness 
that has historically widened global 
gaps, put millions of people out of 
work (or forced them to migrate for 
work) and siphoned the resources of 
low-income countries into the bank 
accounts of corporations.

The Toronto Declaration also 
welcomed the launch of the Global 
Agriculture and Food Security 
Program, which proposes to create 
food sovereignty with public-private 
partnerships. This contradicts the 
demands of peasant groups like Via 
Campesina, which stated at the end 
of 2009 that “the absence of the heads 
of state of the G8 countries [at the 
November 2009 Food and Agriculture 
Summit] has been one of the key 
causes of [its] dismal failure. Concrete 
measures were not taken to eradicate 
hunger, to stop the speculation on 
food or to hold back the expansion of 
agrofuels.”

The Declaration asks that 
the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, the 
International Labour Organization, 
the World Bank and the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) “report on the 
benefits of trade liberalization for 
employment and growth” at the next 
G20 meeting. States are cautioned 
to stick with WTO measures and 
avoid new “barriers to investment or 
trade in goods and services.” Such 
barriers could be new environmental 
legislation and new forms of taxation 
on corporate activity.

On the topic of climate change, 
G20 countries that support the accord 
which came out of Cophenhagen 
last year issued a weak call for other 
nations to “associate with it.”

Dawn Paley is an organizer with 
the Vancouver Media Co-op. This article 
was originally published by the Vancouver 
Media Co-op.

Ali Mustafa
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by chris Scott

MONTREAL—Quebec’s forestry 
industry has seen regular, predictable 
slumps (recent downturns happened 
in 1974, 1982-3, and 1991-4), each 
accompanied by a round of layoffs in 
the province’s mill towns and forestry 
sector. Between the softwood lumber 
crisis in 2000 and the US housing 
collapse of 2006, 26,000 millworkers 
and loggers have lost their livelihoods.

In one corner of Quebec, commu-
nities have used a cooperative business 
model to defy the boom-bust cycles and 
short-term thinking that characterize 
much of the forestry sector.

For tourists, as well as for many 
urban Quebecers, the province’s 
effective eastern boundary lies at 
Tadoussac. Beyond here, on the north 
side of the St. Lawrence, extends a 
rugged territory where snow squalls in 
October are frequent, communities are 
sparse, and the expense of transport 
can make commerce difficult. Returns 
on investment are often modest, and in 
the days before the provincial govern-
ment re-ordered and centralized the 
economy in the 1960s, locally-owned 
cooperatives brought electricity as 
well as grocery stores to many a North 
Shore town where private entrepre-
neurs did not see enough of a profit 
opportunity to attract their interest.

Sacré-Coeur, with a population 
of 2,000, located 15 kilometres from 
Tadoussac, is in most ways a typical 
North Shore community. The town 
depended on forestry for several 
generations, but by 1984, in the wake 
of one of the cyclical slumps, the 
local sawmill had undergone its third 
consecutive bankruptcy in ten years 
under three separate managements, 
and seemed set to close for good. 

“We had a reputation as the 

[forestry] plant that had lost the most 
money in Quebec,” recalled Marc 
Gilbert, who was an employee at the 
sawmill at the time. “Nobody wanted 
to touch us.”

Ultimately the facility, which 
constituted the town’s main industry, 
was to remain shuttered for two and a 
half years.

The town’s residents might have 
given in to fatalism; but instead, after 
the bank that held the mill’s mortgage 
was unable to find a buyer and offered 
to sell the plant at liquidation prices, 
locals decided to undertake a ground-
breaking initiative. Banding together 
to form the Sacré-Coeur Development 
Corporation [Societe d’Exploitation de 
Sacre-Coeur], they secured the support 
of a credit union as well as a provincial 
government subsidy, and bought the 
mill for $1.2 million. 

According to those who know the 
local history, the motive in doing this 
was to forestall the flight of young people 
to the city and the slow death which 
is the bane of so many single-resource 
communities in unfavourable times.

After studying various models, the 
interested parties decided to constitute 
themselves as a single company called 
Boisaco Inc, owned in three equal parts 
by a loggers’ cooperative, (Cofor) a 
millworkers’ cooperative (Unisaco), and 
a consortium of local businesses. 

An advantage of this structure, 
according to Marc Gilbert, who was 
one of the project’s founders and until 
recently served as company president, 
is that it allows the workers, as 
majority shareholders, to benefit from 
the management experience of the 
members of the business consortium.

Gilbert said that decision-
making is rarely adversarial.

“We adopted a shareholder’s 
charter that gave everyone [all 

three parties] a veto right on all big 
decisions,” said Gilbert. “This forced us 
[to seek] a working consensus.”

The model is superior to what 
typically prevails on shop floors, says 
Gilbert, where management squares 
off with unions and the need to explain 
(or debate) procedures slows down 
productivity.

Three months after its reopening 
in 1985, the combined advantages of 
a market recovery and new manage-
ment allowed the Boisaco sawmill to 
generate enough revenue to pay off all 
its debts.

Since then, the company has 
divided profit according to a formula 
that would seem out of place in the 
corporate world. Twenty-seven per cent 
is shared equally as dividends among 
the three shareholders; eighteen per 
cent goes to workers’ bonuses, while 
fifty-five per cent (an unusually high 
proportion, according to Gilbert) is 
targeted – once taxes have been paid 
– to research and development. Part of 
this fifty-five per cent is also allocated 
to a rainy-day fund.

Sarah Toulouse, a recent Masters 
graduate in cooperative management 
from the University of Sherbrooke, has 
studied Boisaco. I asked her why the 
consortium of business shareholders 
would agree to finance Boisaco when 
they could have obtained a higher 
return on their investment elsewhere.

“In Sacré-Coeur the [business] 
shareholders are mostly...folks from the 
region,” she said. “Their priority is to 
keep the region alive.”

Today, Boisaco provides employ-
ment to about two hundred workers as 
members of one of the two founding 
co-ops.

Moreover, as Boisaco has thrived 
over the last twenty-five years, it has 
used part of its profits to acquire shares 

in diverse companies in the region 
with which it has then signed supply 
contracts. 

In one such case, Boisaco 
provides lumber to Sacopan, a one-
hundred-worker company founded 
in 1999 that operates out of the 
same lot as Boisaco in Sacré-Coeur. 
Sacopan sells fibrewood doorskins 
within Canada and to the USA. In 
the wake of the American subprime 
crisis, Sacpan’s sales have helped keep 
Boisaco afloat.

“Historically, whenever [home] 
construction flags, [home] renova-
tion takes up the slack,” said Gilbert, 
explaining a strong American niche 
market for the product.

Once the affiliated companies 
like Sacopan are factored in, Boisaco 
can be said to secure employment for 
six hundred forestry sector workers 
throughout the Upper North Shore.

It is source of pride to the 
company that it has come through the 
forestry crisis, now seen to be ending, 
without a high level of debt, and that it 
accepted a deficit situation rather than 
shut temporarily or resort to layoffs.

And from conversation it is clear 
that the management sees this decision 
as rooted both in sound business sense 
as well as in Boisaco’s original social 
mandate.

“If we had stopped, we would 
have lost our best workers,” said Marc 
Gilbert, in response to my unstated 
question. “All those folks couldn’t have 
waited four years. They would have lost 
their equipment. And when we wanted 
to start up again, how much would it 
have cost us to recreate all of it, and all 
that expertise?”

Chris Scott is a Montreal-based 
writer, researcher and activist who makes 
regular visits to eastern Quebec.

Weathering the Storm
Cooperative Quebec sawmill thrives despite forestry crisis

Co-operatives like Boisaco (above) have provided an alternative economic engine allowing some rural Quebec communities to better 
weather the economic downturn. Marc Chalout
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photo essay, create a Media 
Co-op account (it’s free) and 
fill out the form here:

www.mediacoop.ca/node/add/
pitch

For more info, contact
dru@mediacoop.ca
hillary@mediacoop.ca
moira@mediacoop.ca
tim@mediacoop.ca

The Dominion currently pays a 
flat rate of $100 for accepted 
articles. Stories are 800 or 
1,600 words. Deadlines are the 
1st of each month.

CP Sutcliffe

Strengthening Our Resolve
An interview with Alex Hundert
by Dawn paley

VANCOUVER—In the wee hours of 
June 26, Alex Hundert awoke to the sound 
of police breaking down his door with 
a battering ram. Members of the unit 
entered his home in Toronto with guns 
drawn, arrested him and his partner, and 
took them to the now infamous temporary 
jail set up in an old film studio in Toronto.

By the time the mass arrests began 
Saturday evening ( June 26), Hundert had 
been transferred to the Maplehurst jail 
in Milton, Ontario. Over the next days, 
more than 1,000 G20 arrestees were put 
behind bars, including 16 more organizers 
and activists from southern Ontario and 
Quebec who face serious, trumped-up 
charges.

This might seem a far cry from 
the life of a self-described former “ski 
bum” who grew up the older of two 
boys in a middle class Toronto home. 
But Hundert, who was released on bail 
July 19 and faces charges of conspiracy 
related to G20 organizing, can trace a 
line from his early activism right through 
to today.

While studying at Wilfred Laurier 
University, Hundert’s early forays into 
organizing were typical of many university 
students. “I was thrust into situations 
where these big, very effective organizing 
efforts – like doing campus fundraisers 
for popular causes such as AIDS – were 
happening and we’d get hundreds of 
people involved. But then everyone would 
go home and feel that they’d done their 
part and everything was okay,” he said. “I 
felt that no matter how much money we 
raised on a university campus, we were 
not really contributing anything to the 
solution.”

Providing support at the blockade 
in Grassy Narrows opened Hundert’s eyes 
to a far more holistic form of activism, and 
deepened his analysis of capitalism and 
colonialism. “In Grassy Narrows, I got to 
see first-hand the extent to which many 
of the things we’re told about this country 
are flagrant lies, and the extent to which 
the exploitation of resources and labour 
is synonymous with the destruction of 
communities,” he said.

Judy Da Silva, Asubpeeschosee-
wagong Anishinabe (Grassy Narrows 
First Nations), who has worked closely 
with Alex since 2006, attributes the 

growing movement of non-Natives in 
support of Indigenous land rights to 
the work of Alex and others in southern 
Ontario.

“Alex Hundert is a patient, 
generous person who works tirelessly on 
environmental and social issues on behalf 
of Mother Earth and her inhabitants,” 
said Da Silva in a statement of support for 
Hundert. “He has continued to support 
us in our struggle to protect our boreal 
forest from logging and pollution and to 
raise awareness about our issues [among] 
non-Natives.”

But instead of being in Grassy 
Narrows, Hundert remains under house 
arrest at his father’s home in Toronto. He 
jokes that he’s been reading too much 
Chomsky, but says being jailed confirmed 
events he’d witnessed as an activist in 
support of Indigenous struggles.

On the inside, other prisoners helped 

him fill out forms and navigate the prison 
system, which Hundert says is designed to 
dehumanize prisoners and their communi-
ties. But he thinks the attempt of the state 
to quash dissent through repression will 
have the opposite effect.

“I think in the long run it’s going to 
have the same effect that cracking down 
on legitimate dissent and the public voices 
of communities always has,” said Hundert. 
“The effect is strengthening the resolve of 
that very voice.”

Already, people with no interest in 
political radicalism have been radicalized, 
said Hundert. “For every person that they 
are pulling out of the movement—to the 
extent that they’re able to do that through 
criminalizing and incarcerating us—there 
are several people to take our place,” he 
said.

Hundert doesn’t want a focus on the 
criminalization of activism to obscure the 
reasons people are in the streets.

“Whether it’s remote-controlled 

airplanes dropping bombs in Pakistan, 
or whether it’s the OPP [Ontario 
Provincial Police] attacking Six Nations 
land defenders, or whether it’s the 
Integrated Security Unit criminalizing 
so-called anarchists, it’s all about the 
attempt to break people’s resistance to an 
imposed order,” he said. “It is important 
to question just how democratic or 
legitimate that order is, and lots of people 
know that, and hanging on to that convic-
tion is just as important as being honest 
about the experience of criminalization.”

Though this has been a difficult time 
for Alex’s friends and allies, they remain 
firm supporters of his work. “Alex’s family 
and friends are proud that he is putting his 
future on the line in the service of social 
justice,” said Amy Rossiter, a professor at 
York University, in a letter of support for 
Hundert.

“I think the most important thing 

we can do is to make space for those 
communities that have been most silenced 
in shaping the current system to facilitate a 
process of transformation with their voices, 
visions and practices,” she said.

The Kitchener-Waterloo 
Community Center for Social Justice, 
which Hundert helped found, is one 
example of creating that space. “Once we 
make space it is a lot harder for them to 
take it away, and no matter what they do to 
us, other people can join that community 
and culture of resistance and fill it with 
what they want.”

Since this article was first posted on 
the website of the Vancouver Media Co-op, 
Alex Hundert and others have been warned 
not to speak to the media. We are reposting 
the article to share Hundert’s words with a 
larger audience. To support those still in jail 
and facing charges, donate to the legal defense 
fund. Dawn Paley is an organizer with the 
Vancouver Media Co-op.

canadian news 

“Whether it’s remote-controlled airplanes 
dropping bombs in Pakistan, or whether 
it’s the OPP attacking Six Nations land 
defenders, or whether it’s the Integrated 
Security Unit criminalizing so-called 
anarchists, it’s all about the attempt to break 
people’s resistance to an imposed order” 
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F   or Ja Feng, the protagonist of 
Xiaoda Xiao’s autobiographical 

novel The Cave Man, the physical 
hardships he endures during a stint 
in a Maoist prison camp are over-
shadowed by the emotional turmoil 
that follows him, unshakeably, out of 
captivity.

Convicted on a trumped-up 
charge of associating with a “counter-
revolutionary organization” (i.e., a 
small group of friends), Ja Feng finds 
himself inexplicably sentenced to 
eight years in a camp. Soon afterward, 
following a complaint lodged in 
protest of another prisoner’s murder, he 
is placed in solitary confinement – “the 
stone womb,” as one prisoner remarks 
– for a total of nine months, the state 
in which we find him as the novel 
begins: “He could not sleep at night, 
and grew nervous during the daytime, 
watching through the food hole to see 
if soldiers or prison officers passed by. 
When they did, he would beg them 
to let him out, and shouted curses at 
them when they ignored him. Finally 
he got tired, and grew too weak to 
shout. It was then that he began to get 
used to sleeping with his body coiled. 

His dreams always lasted a long time, 
sometimes two days, sometimes three 
or four. They would continue even in 
the daytime when he was awake, so the 
old warden poked fun at him and said 
he looked like a madman.”

Released after his brother-in-law 
calls in a favour, Ja Feng is stricken 
with nightly screaming fits and 
terrible nightmares. He moves from 
relationship to relationship, job to job, 
occasionally escaping into nihilism and 
finding comfort in the thought that “in 
less than a hundred years none of them 
would exist in the world.”

Xiao himself was imprisoned for 
seven years for accidentally tearing a 
poster of Mao. The story of Ja Feng, he 
writes in the novel’s preface, is based 
partly on this experience, and partly 
on the lives of other camp survivors in 
his acquaintance, who “had expected 
that they would be able to enjoy the 
remainder of their lives freely when 
they stepped out of the iron gate, only 
to find themselves living in another 
prison camp larger than the one they 
had survived.”

Despite the intensity of its 
emotion, The Cave Man advances with 

a calm, straightforward candor that 
seems at once appropriately stripped 
of post-modern gamesmanship and 
somewhat lacking in narrative or 
artistic guile. But only within the 
book’s last quarter does this unam-
biguous style becomes its strength. 
Eventually, Ja Feng seems to find 
his metier as an artist and teacher in 
America. At this juncture in the novel, 
one imagines Ja Feng will find some 
form of fulfillment after all, teaching 
art and speaking about his experiences 
to groups of sincere undergraduates.

But Xiao has a skill for lining up 
his characters on trajectories that play 
on our need for narrative cohesion – a 
success story, a triumph over adversity 
– only to pull the rug out from under 
his reader by moving along, as life 
does, to a new chapter. Ja Feng’s last 
years are as fraught as his first ones 
outside of prison, but when he returns 
to China for the last time, the tragedy 
of his adult life after prison comes into 
full relief. In the end, success, love and 
geography are all just illusions, or feel 
that way, compared to the reality of 
remembered pain.

—Robert Kotyk

Comics aren’t always known for 
treating serious subjects, but 

Gord Hill’s The 500 Years of Resistance 
Comic Book adds a dose of reality to 
the genre.

Hill, of the Kwakwaka’wakw 
nation, has taken the topics of dispos-
session, genocide, and the colonization 
of First Nations in the western 
hemisphere and, surprisingly, pulled off 
a rendering in comic book form. 

Much of colonial history in the 
Americas has been sanitized – indeed, 
current Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper denies colonization 
ever occurred in Canada. Today, the 
European invasion of Indigenous 
territories is often depicted in popular 
culture as the settlement of an 
untamed wilderness, a terra nullius, not 
the homeland of sophisticated civiliza-
tions who often fiercely contested 
Europeans’ claims to their lands.

Hill seeks to combat this 
narrative visually. “The story of our 
ancestors’ resistance is minimized, 
or erased entirely,” he writes in the 
preface. “This strategy has been used to 
impose capitalist ideology on people, 
to pacify them, and to portray their 
struggle as doomed to failure.”

One way to counter the colonial 

depiction of history is to “always call 
things by their right name” as enjoined 
by Philip Deere, a Muskogee-Creek 
involved with the American Indian 
Movement. For instance, Hill places 
British Columbia within quotation 
marks, thereby questioning the 
legitimacy and morality of so-naming 
unceded First Nations territory. 500 
Years of Resistance does this unevenly, 
though; Hill and Ward Churchill, 
in his introduction, use inaccurate 
designations for Indigenous peoples: 
“American Indian,” “Mohawk” instead 
of “Kanienkehaka,” “Huron” instead of 
“Wyandot.”

500 Years of Resistance roots 
invasion in the voyage of Genovese 
navigator Christopher Columbus, who 
encountered the Taino people in the 
Caribbean during his infamous 1492 
voyage from Europe. It continues 
through to 1890 – describing the Incan 
Mapuche, Pueblo, Pontiac, Seminole, 
Apache, Lakota, and Pacific Northwest 
Indigenous resistances to the colonists 
– and the fight to maintain their 
lifeways on their territories, at which 
point Hill signals the end of military 
Indigenous resistance. Millions of 
Original Peoples had been wiped 
out, many by warfare, but mostly by 

European-introduced diseases. The 
treaty process then picked up and 
assimilation took over.

Hill tells of colonizers imposing 
slave labour, of barbarity, of disease 
epidemics, of greed for gold, of land 
theft and of the insinuation and 
imposition of the capitalist system 
during European settlement of the 
“New World.”  To maintain the dispos-
session of their land and resources, 
the invaders tried to assimilate the 
remaining Original Peoples into 
European ways of being through 
religious conversion, the Indian 
Residential School system, and the 
imposition of the capitalist economic 
system.

Despite diligent colonial efforts 
to break them away from their 
identities – so closely tied to their 
land – Indigenous peoples persist in 
struggles for self-determination. Hill 
captures this graphically – from war 
on the Pacific Northwest coast, to the 
‘68 rebellion and Wounded Knee, Oka, 
Chiapas, Ts’peten, and Aazhoodena. 
500 Years of Resistance is a well-drawn 
comic book that resurrects the history 
“erased, replaced by the occupying 
nation.”

—Kim Petersen

The 500 Years of Resis-
tance Comic Book

Gord Hill
Arsenal Pulp Press: 

Vancouver, 2010

The Cave Man
Xiaoda Xiao

Two Dollar Radio: 
Columbus, Ohio, 2009
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BACK TALK
looting balochistan

To serve the ruling class of Pakistan, state instruments like 
Pakistan’s army and paramilitary forces are committing major 
human rights violations in Balochistan (“Underground Diplo-
macy” by Sakura Saunders, Issue 68: May/June 2010). More 
than 8,000 Baloch, including children and women, have been 
abducted by Pakistani armed forces. A major military operation 
is ongoing in the Makran region of Balochistan. The Dasht 
district of Makran is surrounded by the Pakistan military. Sol-
diers have seized access to the local population’s drinking water, 
and livestock is used to serve the soldiers and the rest of the 
stock has been destroyed. Pakistani print and electronic media 
are silent over this gross human rights violation in Makran, 
but ironically conducted special programs and talk shows to 
highlight the Israeli blockade in Gaza.

—Saqib Baloch

cbfa Reconsidered... again

Several incorrect statements about the contents of the Cana-
dian Boreal Forest Agreement (CBFA) raise questions about 
how closely, or fully, the author read the agreement (“Canadian 
Boreal Forest Agreement, Reconsidered” by Dawn Paley, Issue 
69: July/August 2010). Most glaring is the claim that all the 
Environmental Non-Governmental Organizations (ENGOs) 
got out of the deal was deferrals; a perusal of pages 18-28 of 
the CBFA reveals the agreement also commits companies to 
implement Ecosystem Based Management (EBM), a network 
of protected areas and species at risk recovery plans within their 
tenures. Furthermore, Paley confuses the expiry date of the 
deferrals with that of the agreement, claiming the agreement 
expires when the deferrals do. The CBFA clearly states (Section 
44) that the agreement doesn’t expire until it’s been fully imple-
mented, unless the signatories agree to end it sooner.

—Alex Speers-Roesch

“Developing jointly supported action plans that are based 
on leading, independent science and that provide input into 
relevant government processes” will not protect nature! The 
CBFA creates thousands of miles of clearcut barren wastelands 
for “environment friendly” export 2×4s for the next three years 
while the NGOs sit in an office protecting “caribou” on maps 
and diagrams with circles and arrows and paragraphs that 
explain the necessary amount of light for moss production 
to keep X number of caribou from landing on the red list for 
extinction.

—Priscilla Judd

So much for the “historic” agreement between the forest indus-
try and ENGOs. This is the same behaviour we see among 
many other advocacy groups in diverse arenas of struggle in 
Canada. The groups receive money from large foundations and 
private donors who want to see tangible results. Subsequently 
these organizations enter into public charades to give the illu-
sion that they are being effective. These groups become infested 
with right-wing social democrats and liberals, creating an 
environment where progressive individuals experience hostility 
to their radical approaches.

—Alley Katz



“Many years ago the BC government 
allowed forestry companies to log on 
our lands with out the consent of our 
communities. Because of this, the logging 
was done with extremely unsustainable 
practices bringing on environmental 
crises such as the pine beetle.  This would 
not have happened if our local knowledge 
and principles were used to decide the 
type of development here. We are not 
going to allow this same process to be 
repeated through these pipelines.”

  —Carla Lewis

“It is time for the governments of 
Canada and B.C. to start honoring 
our traditional governance system of 
the Unist’ot’en Chiefs.  We have never 
ceded or surrendered our territory.  
Distruction of forest, waters, and wild-
life will no longer be tolerated.  True 
meaningful consultation must start 
taking place regarding all our territory.”  

 —Freda Huson

Unist’ot’en mobilize to stop Enbridge pipeline

All photos by Ben Powless. Lewis and Huson 
were originally quoted in an article by Sheila 

Muxlow for the Vancouver Media Co-op.


