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The 2010 Olympics kicked off on 
Occupied Coast Salish territories, 
along with the No 2010 People’s 
Convergence:

In the lead up to the games, 
anti-poverty activists protested the 
official launch of the ‘Downtown 
Eastside Connect’ kiosk, calling 
it a “government spin-doctoring 
centre.” The kiosk is a provincial 
housing ministry project to 
showcase “progress” made in 
what has been called “Canada’s 
poorest postal code.” Opponents 
point to the center as simply more 
Olympic-ready window dressing 
for government backed gentrifica-
tion programs in the community.

A new Angus Reid Public 
Opinion poll found that 63 per 
cent of residents of the Winter 
Olympics host city are concerned 
about cost overruns and that over 
80 per cent feel the event is being 
staged for the benefit of politicians 
and the elites.

Border officials have targeted 
members of the independent 
media attempting to enter Canada 
to cover the games. Martin 
Macias, a Chicago based radio 
journalist involved in Chicago’s 

successful campaign to thwart 
their Olympic bid, was turned 
away by border officials while 
attempting to enter Canada to 
document resistance to the 2010 
Olympics. Also denied entry were 
independent journalists John 
Weston Osburn, Dawn Zuppelli 
and Ted Forsyth.

The Olympic resistance held its 
own opening ceremony disrupt-
ing the final leg of the Olympic 
torch relay and holding a people’s 
convergence where thousands of 
individuals from a variety of indig-
enous, environmental, anti-poverty, 
anti-capitalist and social justice 
groups held a “Take Back the 
City” march to push back against 
the Olympic spectacle.

Ten United States citizens, from 
an Idaho Southern Baptist church, 
were arrested in Haiti and charged 
with abduction and criminal 
association while trying to cross 
into the Dominican Republic 
with 33 undocumented Haitian 
children. Many of the children 
having surviving parents or older 
relatives; the religious group has 
been accused of using clergymen 
to go door to door “asking people 
if they wanted to give away their 

children.”

Three people were arrested after a 
nine-day tree sit blocking Massey 
Energy’s operations on the Bee 
Tree Permit in West Virginia. The 
action was targeting mountain top 
coal removal.

Thousands rallied in the streets 
of Sri Lanka to protest the 
results of presidential elections 
they are calling rigged. Mahinda 
Rajapaksa—who orchestrated the 
violent campaign against Tamil 
Tiger forces in 2009 and has been 
responsible for a crackdown on 
media freedom—was re-elected 
over opposition leader Sarath 
Fonseka.

A tentative agreement was reached 
in BC between the 48,000 health-
care workers represented by the 
Facilities Bargaining Associa-
tion and the Health Employers 
Association of BC. The FBA is 
recommending its members accept 
the agreement, extending their 
agreement for two years.

The People’s Commission 
Network’s Project Fly Home 
campaign in support of Abousfian 
Abdelrazik launched a six-month 
campaign to remove Abdelrazik 
from the UN 1267 list, which 
“imposes a travel ban, an arms 
embargo and a total asset freeze 
on listed individuals.” Abdel-
razik, a Canadian citizen who 
was detained, tortured and left 
stranded in the Sudan for six years 
at the behest of Canadian officials, 
has never been charged with links 
to terrorist activities but remains 
on the no-fly list.

Canadian citizen Maher Arar 
appealed to the US Supreme 
Court, asking it to overturn a 
decision blocking his suit against 
the US government. A lower court 
ruled Arar’s lawsuit, in which he 
is seeking to prove that federal 
officials can be sued for damages 
for sending him to torture, would 
lead to the revelation of sensitive 
national security information. Arar 
was held in solitary confinement 
and interrogated for two weeks by 
US officials before being deported 
to Syria where he was imprisoned 
and tortured for two years. A 

Three thousand people protested the Olympics on the day of the 
opening ceremonies. Chris Bevacqua
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Canadian investigation cleared 
him of all terrorism links and 
awarded him over $10 million in 
damages.

New Brunswick Indigenous 
leaders criticized the planned sale 
of New Brunswick’s hydroelectric 
developments to Quebec, saying 
the decision is being taken without 
soliciting community input. Indig-
enous leaders say the deal violates 
a memorandum of understanding 
signed with the Tobique Nation 
in December and a 2007 bilateral 
agreement between the New 
Brunswick government and fifteen 
Indigenous nations.

Toronto city officials criticized the 
federal government for keeping 
them in the dark over plans for the 
upcoming G20 summit, including 
the decision to hold the event 
downtown at the Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre. The decision 
raises concerns over both security 
and traffic, and forces several 
events, including Toronto Gay 
Pride, to relocate and postpone 
events.

The Toronto Media Co-op 
(toronto.mediacoop.ca) has hit the 
ground running. Check it out for 
independent, critical coverage of 

stories coming out of Canada’s 
largest metropolis.

Business as usual ground to a halt 
in Greece on February 10 when 
civil servants declared a 24 hour 
strike to protest government plans 
for wage freezes, tax hikes and 
pension reforms. Workers took 
the day to stage a mass march in 
Athens and voice their opposi-
tion to the government’s planned 
cutbacks that critics say are the 
result of federal fiscal irresponsi-
bility and mismanagement.

A new report blamed lax safety 
regulations and cited multiple 
safety violations for a 30,000 cubic 
metre sour gas leak at an EnCana 
site in northern BC. Pouce Coupe, 
BC, residents were forced to 
perform an ad-hoc citizen evacu-
ation last November because of 
the leak. Resident’s are concerned 
that the sour gas developments 
can have adverse affects on their 
health, local livestock and water 
supply.

Thousands across Canada marked 
St-Valentine’s Day by attending 
Memorial Marches for Murdered 
and Missing Indigenous women. 
In its nineteenth year, the march—
which originated in Vancouver and 

has since spread across the globe— 
focused public attention on the 
over 520 Indigenous girls and 
women who have gone missing or 
been murdered since 1980, and to 
demand the Canadian government 
investigate why hundreds of deaths 
and disappearances of Indigenous 
women remain unsolved.

A student and single mother in 
Quebec launched a class action 
lawsuit against the provincial 
government, aiming to force the 
government to reimburse student 
parents for deductions made 
to their student bursaries. The 
Quebec government currently 
obliges low-income student 
parents to include food subsidies 
in their calculation of income, 
drastically lowering the financial 
aid they receive.

Mining company Vale Inco 
faced renewed criticism over its 
refusal to negotiate with striking 
employees in Sudbury, Ontario. 
While the multinational firm 
blames lagging commodity prices 
for the need to cut certain pension 
types and worker bonuses, they 
state in their fourth quarter report 
that the current recovery in metal 
prices is the strongest in 40 years.

2010 is the Year of The 
Dominion. Thanks 
to the unrelenting 

dedication of our coop-
erative's organizers and 
contributors, and thanks to 
the solid support of sustaining 
members, subscribers and 
donors to The Dominion and 
Media Co-op, 2010 has come 
in like a tiger!

First: the numbers.
The Dominion / Media 

Co-op is currently supported 
by 143 sustaining members. 
437 people subscribe to the 
Dominion, and 74 people 
and organizations receive 
sponsored community 
subscriptions. 181 people 
have written for, illustrated, 

copy edited and otherwise 
volunteered for the paper 
over the past year. Four staff 
are paid to edit, organize and 
outreach; three journalists 
per month are paid to write; 
and cover illustrators are now 
being solicited and paid. The 
Dominion will publish two 
special issues in 2010. The 
Media Co-op has two office 
spaces: one in Montreal and 
one in Vancouver.

One number has been 
reduced: the Dominion will 
only publish eight issues in 
2010, a decision passed at 
a Board meeting on January 
27. The decision to publish 
eight issues instead of 10 was 
based on:

• the high monthly cash 
and labour expense related 
to publishing regular issues 
of the Dominion (due to 
low printing numbers and 
therefore high price per copy)

• a desire to reallocate 
resources, with more money 
labour spent expanding the 
Media Co-op model

• increasing the number 
of special issues, which are 
high-profile projects for the 
Dominion

• the natural rhythm of 
the year, taking into account 
two special issues, an AGM 
and a membership drive in 
2010

We are interested in 

News from the Co-op March 2010

continues page 22 »
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by Alex Hemingway

LONDON, UK—As British 
Columbia begins to contemplate 
the effects of a $6 billion Olympic 
spending spree, 14 schools have 
been slated to close this year in 
the Prince George School District, 
situated in the central interior of 
the province. In January, hundreds 
of residents gathered to hear the 
board of education announce 
the planned closures, as well 
as increased class sizes, which 
trustees say will be necessary to 
close a gaping $7 million budget 
deficit in the district. The blow 
comes as local communities are 
already reeling from 15 school 
closures since 2002. Residents of 
BC's central interior continue to 
grapple with serious economic 
problems, including an unemploy-
ment rate of nearly 13 per cent in 
the city of Prince George.

Widespread opposition has 
taken hold among local teachers, 
administrators, parents and 
residents, who fear for the fate of 
their schools and communities. 
“It's unprecedented when you 
have the BC School Trustees’ 
Association, the BC Confedera-
tion of Parent Advisory Councils, 
BC CUPE [public employees’ 
union], as well as the BCTF 
[teachers’ federation], all submit-
ting a joint letter to the minister,” 
said Don Sabo, chairperson of the 
Prince George and District Parent 
Advisory Council. “It's pretty big 
stuff that's happening here.”

Hundreds of parents and 
community members have flocked 
to public meetings held at each 
school slated for closure, and 
dozens braved the cold late last 
month to demonstrate against 
the cuts outside of school district 
offices. Another demonstration 
in opposition to the Olympics 
greeted the torch relay with 
placards, such as "$6 billion could 
fund social housing, healthcare 
and education.”

The BC government has 
responded to the criticism of 
the planned school closures 
by denying its own culpability 

and faulting declines in student 
enrolment.

Officials have suggested 
that the government, despite its 
funding responsibilities, cannot 
be held responsible for school 
closures. “I would urge people 
to present their concerns to the 
locally elected school board,” 
government MLA Pat Bell told 
the Prince George Free Press, 
"because that’s where school 
closure decisions are made.”

Local stakeholders are 
unconvinced, however, not 
least because the provincial 
government is the sole funder of 
school districts in BC, which are 
prohibited by law from running 
deficits. “School boards are put 
in a very unfortunate situation,” 
says Matt Pearce, vice-president 
of the Prince George and District 
Teachers’ Association. “They get 
the unenviable task of making the 
cuts and they don't control the 
revenue.”

“I think a lot of the blame 
and rightly so has been directed 
at the provincial government, par-
ticularly with the [cost] downloads 
they’ve made, often with little or 
no notice to school boards.”

“Downloads” refer to new 

responsibilities and expenses 
shifted to a lower level of govern-
ment without accompanying 
funding to meet the costs.

An abrupt shift in the 
funding formula for schools 
brought mass closures to the 
district in 2002 and 2003. Many 
believe that the model fails to 
properly account for the extra 
costs of operating schools in 
northern and rural areas. “The 
Ministry of Education changed its 
method of funding school districts 
from one that recognized a variety 
of unique factors…” a recent 
school district report notes, “to one 
where the prime driver for funding 
became simply the number of 
students enrolled.”

For their part, the education 
minister and local MLAs have 
instead suggested that falling 
enrolment, not funding shortfalls, 
are behind the closures. The 
school district "lost nearly 4,500 
students in the last 10 years," 
Prince George MLA Shirley Bond 
explained in a local newspaper.

However, community 
members argue that the 25 per 
cent drop since 2001 has already 
been met with 15 school closures. 
The 14 more slated to be shuttered 

this year would bring the total 
closures to nearly half of the 
schools in the district in just eight 
years, a toll obviously dispropor-
tionate to the enrolment decline, 
Don Sabo notes.

Beside the unfavourable 
funding formula already in place, 
the district faces unfunded new 
costs and programs downloaded 
by the provincial government 
this year. These include cuts to an 
annual capital and maintenance 
costs grant, an unfunded kinder-
garten program, hikes to provincial 
health premium for employees, 
and non-rebated costs of BC's 
new Harmonized Sales Tax and 
carbon tax.

Perhaps the greatest concern 
is reserved for the fate of the 
seven rural schools slated to close. 
"Because they are small com-
munities, when you shut down 
the school, you're shutting down 
the community," Sabo said. "It's a 
complete disruption of the social 
fabric."

The closures would also mean 
up to three or even four hours a 
day spent on the bus for many 
kids. Teachers and parents alike 
are concerned about the long rides 

More Northern BC Schools Set to Close
Billions spent on Games recuperated from rural education system

Tim McSorley

continued on page  18



5The Dominion, March/April 2010 — Issue #67 Literature
And Baby Makes More: 

Known Donors, Queer Parents 
and Our Unexpected Families

Susan Goldberg and Chloe 
Brushwood Rose, eds

Insomniac Press: Toronto, 2009.

Queer people have long 
fought to overcome a collec-
tive sense of invisibility, but 
queer parents are all the more 
likely to be lost or ignored in 
complicated networks of chosen 
family, partners, sperm donors 
and surrogates. The stories in this 
collection are loud and inspiring 
examples of courage, creativity and 
love in queer parenting. I knew 
these people existed somewhere—
the queers who make their dreams 
of babies and families come true, 
in the queerest of ways.

The experiences shared in 
this book are sweet, well-meaning 
stories of struggle and pride, and 
they deserve to be heard. Located 
beyond the standard categories 

of parents, donors or “alternative 
family networks,” queer parenting 
must be acknowledged as an 
inherently unique experience. It 
is effectively captured in narrative 
prose.

However, the focus on 
personal narratives leaves some 
threads only partially explored. 
Common themes emerge through 
many of these stories, such as the 
need to challenge mainstream 
conceptions of the family, and 
the subsequent limitations of 
language to describe family roles 
and relationships. Many of the 
authors engage in the same search 
for non-biological links that hold 
their relationships together. They 
need new language to describe 
their family. This project—finding 
words to fit our experiences and 
creating new words where there 
were none before—is queer in 
itself. 

If queer is about making 
space for difference, acknowledg-
ing the fluid, shifting and inter-

sectional nature of identity, and 
being ourselves in the world, then 
the stories shared in this collection 
are not only about queer as an 
identity category, but more about 
living queer. Queerness extends 
beyond intimate life and the 
identity of one’s partner; it materi-
alizes in the structure of social and 
family circles, how children are 
conceived and parented, and the 
dynamic of co-parenting. Despite 
my desire for a more in-depth 
exploration of themes brought up 
in these stories, this book succeeds 
in the most urgent of its aims: 
creating a space for these stories to 
be heard.

JD Drummond is a researcher, writer 
and artist who is almost finished her 
Master’s of Social Work thesis focusing on 
sexuality, gender and disability.

Wisewoman’s Cookery: 
Food, Sex, Magic and 

Merr iment
Shannon Loeber and Mary 

Elise Edwards
Shannamar Publishing House: 

North Vancouver, 2009.

This is a sexy book.
Almost every page in this 

aphrodisiac cookbook features an 
image of nude bodies, flower petals 
like a woman’s flesh, and food pics 
you can almost lick.

The authors self-published 
this guide to folklore erotica and 
also grew the vast majority of the 
herbs, spices and vegetables in 
their North Vancouver gardens. 
The recipes are theirs and the 
research is extensive.

I love what these women 
have done—through each ingredi-
ent, they’ve found a way to tell the 
story of a powerful, sensuous and 
creative woman with a reputation 
as a smut-lover who rocked in 
the sack. They introduce us to 
Veronica Franco, a 17th century 
Venetian courtesan, as a way to 
play up the carrot, a household 
phallic symbol Wisewoman 

trumps as a tool for self-love and 
muscle conditioning. (And the 
carotenoids that give the carrot its 
colour are antioxidant.)

And then take the plum. A 
pert, late-summer stone fruit that 
looks and feels like bum cheeks, 
the plum reached Europe from 
Persian orchards on the spice trails 
ruled by Alexander the Great. 
Wisewoman introduces legendary 
men of history and literature 
to elevate the women standing 
behind—and laying with—them. 
Alex, for example, was wanted by 
all the regal Macedonian wenches, 
but he lusted after Roxana, a noble 
from across the Mediterranean 
Sea who conquered his loins, heart 
and kingdom. It’s not like she 
seduced him with plums, but the 
story behind the man allows the 
authors to tell us about a woman 
and a fruit, both with sex appeal.

Oh, and on the pages 
dedicated to the plum and a 
recipe for plum liqueur, there is a 
pleasantly soft-core etching of two 
people fucking.

As appealing and arousing 
the content, the packaging of 
this book doesn’t always do it 

justice. I hate to rag on typog-
raphy, but the font is coarse 
and thick—it needs to be much 
more elegant and pleasing to the 
senses. The awkward and text-
bookish footnotes that follow 
lines of poetry, classic artwork, 
and passages from various myths 
and legends are distracting. The 
treatment is stuffy and in utter 
contrast to the relaxed, open-
minded and experimental content.

An element of new-age 
and sage hippie surrounds 
Wisewoman, who delivers a 
message to find pleasure in our 
bodies and the natural world 
around us. Will I work my way 
through the recipes for raspberry 
sex tonic, blackberry body syrup, 
love-apple seduction or spiced 
nuts? Maybe one day... For now, 
reading about the food is enough 
to enlighten and stimulate.

Megan Stewart is an independent 
journalist in Vancouver, where she is 
completing her graduate degree at the 
University of British Columbia.
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by Ali Mustafa

“The divestment report urging 
Carleton University to divest from 
companies implicated in Israel ’s 
occupation and grave violations of 
human rights is a true gem for the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement. The report’s 
research, argumentation, corrobora-
tion and writing style are impeccable 
and deeply impressive. In making 
the case for divestment from Israel, 
the report from Students Against 
Israeli Apartheid (SAIA) combines 
the best of both worlds: the commit-
ment to truth and justice of the most 
sincere and far-sighted human rights 
defenders and the piercing logic of the 
most able lawyers. SAIA’s time-
honoured commitment to just peace 
and international law, distinguished 
professionalism and creativity are 
truly inspiring. They build on the 
wonderful, pioneering divestment 
victory at Hampshire College last 
year to take divestment to the next 
level. This makes a superb model 
for the mushrooming divestment 
campaigns around the world.”
—The Global BDS Movement

The Dominion: How did the 
recent divestment campaign by 
SAIA-Carleton get started?

Yafa Jarrar: In the summer of 
2009, SAIA-Carleton members 
started researching companies that 
Carleton’s Pension Fund invested 
in. SAIA was able to obtain a list, 
with the help of a faculty member 
who put forward the request. 
Of about 550 companies that 
contribute to the Pension Plan, 
five were found to be complicit in 
the occupation of Palestine and 
in violation of Palestinian human 
rights. These companies are BAE 
Systems, L-3 Communications, 
Motorola, Northrop Grumman, 
and Tesco. After rigorous research 
for seven months, SAIA found 
that each of these companies 
is actively involved in sig-
nificant violations of international 
humanitarian law. SAIA-Carleton 
immediately decided to start 
a divestment campaign after 

learning of Carleton’s unethical 
investments in the illegal military 
occupation of Palestine.

SAIA-Carleton prepared 
a detailed document titled, 
“Carleton University Pension 
Fund: Complicity in Violations 
of Human Rights and Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territo-
ries.” The three main demands 
addressed in this campaign are: 
that Carleton University Board of 
Governors, via the Pension Fund 
Committee, immediately divest 
of its stock in the five companies; 
that Carleton University refrain 
from investing in other companies 
involved in violations of inter-
national law in the future (such 
as mining companies, weapons 
manufactures and tobacco 
companies); and that Carleton 

work with the entire university 
community to develop, adopt and 
implement a broader policy of 
Socially Responsible Investment 
(SRI), through a transparent 
process.

How does Carleton University’s 
involvement with these specific 
companies constitute complicity 
in the ongoing occupation of 
palestine?

Each of these five companies is 
actively involved in significant vio-
lations of international humanitar-
ian law, including grave breaches 
of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
amounting to war crimes. The five 
companies contribute extensively 
to these violations in numerous 
ways, including: manufacturing 
weapons or weapons components 

that are used to kill and maim 
Palestinian civilians; providing 
surveillance equipment and 
electronics that serve to support 
the illegal Israeli settlements in 
Palestine; economically developing 
the illegal settlements in the West 
Bank, thereby entrenching the 
occupation of Palestinian land; by 
perpetrating the illegal siege on 
Gaza; and Israel’s discriminatory 
practices and policies against the 
Palestinians, both in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPT) and 
within Israel.

These companies benefit 
by contributing to the ongoing 
occupation of Palestinian lands 
and repression of the Palestinian 
people. By investing in these firms, 
not only does Carleton University 
violate its own ethical principles 
(as an academic institution), but it 
also becomes complicit in breaches 
of international law and violations 
of human rights. All peoples and 
organizations, including Carleton 
University, are bound by the 
principles of international law. 
In reference to the Nuremberg 
Principles, the 2004 Opinion of 
the International Court of Justice, 
Articles 49 and 147 of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, the UN 
Security Council Resolutions 446, 
452, 465, and 471, Article 8 of the 
Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court, the Goldstone 
Report, and Canadian Domestic 
Law, it is incumbent upon 
Carleton University to end its 
investment in such companies, and 
any other company that supports 
the illegal occupation of Palestin-
ian land.

How does SAIA-Carleton’s 
divestment campaign contribute 
to the BDS movement, both in 
the global and Canadian context?

If our divestment campaign 
succeeds, there will be a major 
snowball effect that will motivate 
more Canadian and international 
campuses to start researching and 
hopefully adopting similar divest-
ment campaigns. We know there 

Business

Seeding Divestment
Carleton’s Yafa Jarrar discusses BDS campaign

continued on page  22
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by Lama Shoufani

TORONTO—In its fifth year, 
Israeli Apartheid Week (IAW) 
has continued to grow. In 2010, 13 
Canadian cities and over 40 cities 
internationally will hold IAW 
events.

“When we first organized 
Israeli Apartheid Week in 2005, 
I don’t think we comprehended 
this kind of growth,” says longtime 
Palestine solidarity activist Rafeef 
Ziadah.

IAW began as a project 
initiated by the Arab Students 
Collective at the University of 
Toronto in 2005. The IAW annual 
lecture series provides a space for 
discussion and education sur-
rounding Israeli apartheid policies 
and the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) campaign 
against Israel. In its sixth year, 
IAW has become an international 
movement, facing opposition 
as it gains momentum. Discus-
sion themes this year include: 
BDS successes; “fighting racism, 
fighting apartheid;” the structural 
planning—environmental and 
architectureal—of apartheid; queer 
and feminist solidarity activism in 
the anti-apartheid movement; and 
national liberation movements, 
with particular focus on North 
America’s First Nations, Palestine 
and Venezuela.

In “Eroding Israel’s Legiti-
macy in the International Arena,” 
the Reut Institute describes the 
BDS campaign and IAW on 
campuses.

“The risk posed is that 
such campaigns will create an 
equivalency between Israel and 
Apartheid-era South Africa that 
penetrates the mainstream of 
public and political consciousness.” 
Apartheid Week organizers and 
BDS activists in Canada not only 
stress the similarities of these two 
systems, but also emphasize the 
importance of linking apartheid 
to other forms of systematic dis-
crimination, such as the Canadian 
state’s treatment of Indigenous 
communities.

Palestinian civil society issued 

a call for a Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions campaign against 
Israel, endorsed by over 170 
Palestinian parties, organizations 
and trade unions represent-
ing Palestinians in Israel, the 
Occupied Territories and the 
global diaspora. Through the 
application of economic, political 
and diplomatic pressure on Israel, 
the BDS movement seeks Israel’s 
compliance with international law 
and its recognition of the Palestin-
ian people’s inalienable right to 
self-determination, and demands 
an end to Israeli occupation and 
colonization of all Arab lands and 
the dismantling of the Wall, the 
recognition of the fundamental 
rights of Arab-Palestinian citizens 
of Israel to full equality, and the 
protection and promotion of the 
rights of Palestinian refugees to 
return to their homes and lands.

Last year, Liberal party 
leader Michael Ignatieff delivered 
a statement accusing Israeli 
Apartheid Week of going “beyond 
reasonable criticism into demoni-
zation.” The Canadian Parlia-
mentary Coalition Combating 
Anti-Semitism (CPCCA) has 
also gone as far as accusing IAW 
of anti-Semitism. However, in his 
statement at the coalition’s fourth 
hearing, Assistant Vice President 

of Strategic Communications at 
the University of Toronto Robert 
Steiner asserted that “there 
is no evidence of generalized 
anti-Semitism on our U of T 
campuses, there is no evidence of 
Jewish students being systemically 
harassed and intimidated on our 
campuses.”

The opposition faced by 
the BDS movement, whether in 
the form of verbal harassment at 
events or bureaucratic hold-ups, 
is considered a byproduct of the 
growing international success of 
the campaign. In 2006, delegates 
at the CUPE Ontario conven-
tion voted almost unanimously 
on a resolution to support the 
international campaign against 
Israel until the right to Palestinian 
self-determination is recognized.

This support was further 
solidified in 2009 as the university 
sector of CUPE passed a motion 
in support of academic boycott. 
Over 80 professors and employees 
at colleges and universities in 
Quebec have signed a petition 
calling for a comprehensive 
campaign of boycott, divestment 
and sanctions, including a boycott 
of Israeli academic institutions. 
Most recently, Students Against 
Israeli Apartheid (SAIA) 
launched a divestment campaign 

at Carleton University following 
the lead of students at Hampshire 
College in the US, whose work led 
to the Board of Trustees divesting 
from six Israeli companies 
directly involved in human rights 
violations on February 7, 2009. 
SAIA’s report exposes Carleton 
University’s Pension Fund invest-
ments in five companies linked to 
Israeli’s military. Inspired by this 
example, SAIA groups on Toronto 
campuses have initiated research 
with the aim of formulating a 
divestment plan for York Univer-
sity and the University of Toronto.

IAW organizers say it’s no 
surprise the movement started 
in Canada, pointing to Ottawa’s 
blatant support for Israel’s 
apartheid system. On January 12, 
2009, at the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, Canada was 
the sole nation to vote against 
demanding “urgent international 
action” to halt Israel’s “massive 
violations” of human rights in 
Gaza. A recent report by Ottawa’s 
Coalition to Oppose the Arms 
Trade (COAT) exposes Canadian 
complicity in equipping American 
warplanes and attack helicopters 
used by Israel.

Beyond its allegations of 
demonization and hatred, the Reut 
Institute document presented at 
the 10th Herzliya Conference also 
admits the growing success of the 
BDS movement. “Given Israel’s 
dependence on vigorous trade, as 
well as scientific, academic, and 
technological engagement with 
other countries, this movement 
towards isolating the country may 
pose a strategic threat.”

Organizers hope this threat 
will pressure Israel into ending its 
apartheid policies and practices, as 
it did in South Africa 16 years ago.

A complete schedule of Israeli Apartheid 
Week with speaker biographies is 
available on the website. 
Lama Shoufani is an undergraduate 
student in the Anthropology and Life 
Sciences departments at the University of 
Toronto. She is also a volunteer with the 
Ontario Public Interest Research Group.

Identifying Apartheid
Canadian students respond to Israel’s rights abuses

Its borders controlled and its population subject to bombing, Gaza 
has often been compared to an open-air prison. Eva Bartlett
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by  Tim groves

TORONTO—An internal struggle 
over funding human rights groups 
that are critical of Israel was 
waged behind closed doors at the 
International Centre for Human 
Rights and Democratic Develop-
ment, commonly known as Rights 
and Democracy (R&D).

After a January 7 board 
meeting, that battle was thrust 
into the public eye.

A newly appointed member 
of the board, David Matas, who is 
also legal counsel for right-wing 
B’nai B’rith Canada, brought 
forward a motion to repudiate the 
funding to one Israeli and two 
Palestinian human rights groups.

“These organizations were all 
on the same side: critical of Israel,” 
he told The Dominion.

Remy Beauregard, President 
of R&D, had previously supported 
these grants, but at the meeting 
he switched his position and the 
vote passed unanimously, with one 
abstention.

That night Beauregard died 
of a heart attack. His widow would 
blame his death on stress and the 
“harassment” he suffered at the 
hands of the board. Four days after 
his death, nearly the entire staff 
of the organization wrote a letter 
demanding that three members of 
the board resign.

“Your complete misunder-
standing of your role as directors 
of Rights and Democracy makes 
you unfit to remain on the board 
of directors,” they said. The 
letter was addressed to the same 
members of the board who were 
pushing to have Beauregard 
removed as president of R&D, and 
who had written an unfavourable 
performance review of Beauregard 
in the Spring of 2009.

While R&D is a non-gov-
ernmental organization (NGO), 
the federal government funds the 
group and makes appointments 
to the Board of Directors. In 
November, the feds appointed 
Matas and Michael Van Pelt to 
the board. This shifted the compo-
sition of the board, weighting it in 

opposition of R&D’s funding to 
groups in Israel and Palestine.

Warren Allmand, a former 
president of R&D, believes the 
Conservatives were stacking the 
board.

“If you want to effect that 
kind of change at a place like 
Rights and Democracy, you look 
for people who have that point of 
view. You don’t give them instruc-
tions; you know what they stand 
for already,” he said.

The January 7 board meeting 
was the first since the new govern-
ment appointments. Different 
versions of what happened at the 
meeting emerged: Canadian Press 
called the meeting “vitriolic,” while 
Matas, who was at the meeting, 
called it “calm, polite [and] 
orderly,” noting the only thing that 
was “unusual was that two [board 
members] quit and walked out. ”

Matas said he believes when 
Beauregard voted in favour of 
repudiating the grants to the 
three human rights groups he had 
genuinely changed his mind.

“When Beauregard went to 
bed the night, he died with the 
realization that those three grants 
which he had spent so much 
time and effort defending...were 
wrongly made.” He also suggested 
a more cynical explanation might 
be that “Beauregard changed 
his views because of the shifting 
composition and majority in the 
board.”

R&D received over $11 
million from the federal govern-
ment in 2009, and spends millions 
of dollars on grants and overseas 
charitable programs. The three 
grants at the centre of the con-
troversy were for $10,000 each to 
B’Tselem, an Israeli human rights 

group with programs in Occupied 
Palestinian Terriories, and to 
Palestinian human rights groups 
Al Haq, based in the West Bank, 
and Al Mezan, based in Gaza. 
These groups all write reports 
on human rights abuses in Israel 
and Palestine. B’Tselem recently 
won an award for its program 
to facilitate citizen journalism 
by providing video cameras for 
Palestinians to document rights 
abuses and post those videos on 
YouTube.

All three groups have been 
criticized by NGO Monitor, an 
organization whose purpose is to 
expose the “anti-Israel agendas” 
of other NGOs. It was originally 
a joint project of B’nai B’rith 
International and the Institute 
for Contemporary Affairs, but 
Monitor is now an independent 
NGO.

Foreign Policy

Funding Axe Sharpened by Foreign Policy
Cuts to NGOs in line with Canada’s stance on Palestine

Ben Clarkson
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The repudiation of the three 

grants took place in the context of 
a series of events since the Gaza 
War, a conflict which began in 
December 2008 and lasted three 
weeks. During that time, over 
1,000 rockets were fired into Israel 
and numerous airstrikes, missiles 
and ground troops attacked the 
Gaza Strip. All sides agree that 13 
Israelis and over 1,000 Palestinians 
died.

After a ceasefire, many groups 
believed Gaza was suffering a 
humanitarian crisis. In February 
2009, R&D approved the grants to 
B’Tselem, Al Haq, and Al Mezan. 
Allmand claims that before 
dispersing these funds the staff 
at R&D checked and found the 
groups “had also received money 
over the last few years from CIDA 
[the Canadian International 
Development Agency] and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs.”

The United Nations launched 
a fact-finding mission on the 
conflict in Gaza in April 2009, 
and in September it released the 
Goldstone Report. Human rights 
groups had contributed much 
testimony to the report, which 
accused Israel of war crimes.

NGO Monitor was one of 
many groups that criticized the 
report for relying on the testimony 
from NGOs they consider biased 
against Israel. Im Tirtzu, an Israeli 
ultra-nationalist group, recently 
placed a controversial ad in the 
Jerusalem Post which targeted the 
New Israel Fund (NIF), a group 
that fundraises in the West for 
human rights groups operating 
inside Israel, including B’Tselem.

The Israeli government is also 
cracking down on human rights 
groups. The Israeli newspaper 
Ha’aretz reported in January that 
the Interior Ministry has stopped 
issuing work visas to foreign 
nationals who work in NGOs.

In an August 2009 story 
in US magazine Counterpunch, 
Jonathan Cook wrote, “Israel’s 
foreign ministry...has issued 
instructions to all its embassies 
abroad to question their host 
governments about whether they 
fund such activities.”

The Israeli Embassy in 
Canada refused to comment on 
this statement.

Other shifts in the funding 

of Canadian NGOs have taken 
place. Alternatives—a left-leaning 
NGO based in Montreal—and 
KAIROS—a church-based NGO 
that promotes social justice—have 
not had their CIDA funding 
renewed. While Minister of Inter-
national Cooperation Bev Oda 
claimed the groups did not meet 
CIDA’s new priorities, Immigra-
tion Minister Jason Kenney had a 
different explanation.

On a trip to Israel in 
December he explained how 
the Canadian government was 
combating anti-Semitism.

“We have defunded organiza-
tions, most recently KAIROS, 
who have been taking a leading 
role in the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions [BDS] Campaign.”

Mary Corkery, Executive 
Director of KAIROS, said 
KAIROS is not a leader of the 
BDS Campaign, and that the 
group’s stance supports some ideas 
behind the campaign and not 
others.

“It needs to be taken back,” 
she said, referring to Kenney’s 
remarks. “The real issue for us 
is that he said the way he is 
combating anti-Semitism is by 
cutting our funding.” KAIROS 
has asked Kenney for a retraction 
of his statements. So far none has 
been made.

“In conversations that we 
have had with other NGOs it 
has of course created a chill,” said 
Corkery. “There is fear of being in 
support of Palestinian people and 
groups, who essentially are strug-
gling for land and livelihood.”

Asked which groups 
were feeling this pressure, she 
responded, “The chill is such that 
people don’t want to be named.”

“The policy of the Canadian 
government in terms of Israel and 
Palestine has changed but there 
hasn’t been a public discussion 
about that,” said Corkery, referring 
to the strong pro-Israel stances 
the Harper government has taken 
since being elected.

“That has definitely affected 
[R&D],” she said.

While the controversy at 
R&D swirls around funding to 
groups in the Middle East, it 
remains unclear if this signals an 
attempt by the Canadian govern-
ment to align all international 

NGO funding with government 
policy.

“I think they are quite open 
about that; my understanding 
is that the government wants to 
align volunteer sector aid ... [with] 
defence and trade,” said Corkery.

Solidarity activists in 
Haiti have already seen R&D 
as advancing Canadian foreign 
policy agendas. R&D supported 
and legitimized the 2004 coup 
that overthrew Haitian President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. However, 
activists in solidarity with 
Colombia have noted R&D 
supports groups that denounce 
both President Uribe and the 
proposed Canada–Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement.

Matas said he believes the 
dispute at R&D is specifically 
about the group’s role in the 
Middle East. “Elsewhere in the 
world I can’t see any change as a 
result of this controversy. ”

However, with respect to the 
Orange Revolution in Ukraine and 
the Cedar Revolution in Leba-
non—which were led by foreign-
funded NGOs—he acknowledged 

the political objectives of R&D.
“The notion that Canada 

might be seen to be independent 
of NGOs it finances through an 
arm’s length organization has 
become illusory in light of the 
heightened suspicion of that sort 
of funding. The political objective 
of appearance of non-interference 
intended by the arm’s length 
relationship is no longer attainable 
through a structure like Rights 
and Democracy,” he said.

Allmand sees the dispute at 
R&D as part of the Conservative 
Government’s broader approach.

“Either by refusing or 
cutting funding, stacking boards, 
or refusing to cooperate, they’re 
cutting back on organizations that 
are supposed to be arm’s length,” 
he said. “They’re using these 
oganizations in partisan ways.”

Tim Groves is an investigative researcher 
and journalist based in Toronto.

Carmelle Wolfson provided files for this 
story. Wolfson is a Canadian journalist 
based in Israel/Palestine and an editor at 
The Daily Nuisance.
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by  Chris Scott

SEPT-ILES, QC—There is a region 
in northeastern Quebec that is 
renowned as a moose hunter’s 
paradise: a country of blackflies, 
where outcroppings of billion-
year-old granite poke through 
the veneer of trees and pristine 
rivers originating in the Labrador 
highlands tumble over escarp-
ments to empty into the widening 
St. Lawrence. In small, blue-collar 
urban centres such as Port-Cartier 
and Sept-Iles, it seems locals 
spend every free moment on the 
land. Ski-Doo travel is a preferred 
recreational activity in winter and 
on the shores of mountain-ringed 
Lake Kachiwiss, located 15km 
from downtown Sept-Iles, families 
on day trips stop to drink hot tea 
from thermoses.

But despite, or perhaps in 
light of, this popularity, Lake 
Kachiwiss has also become known 
as a point of interest for reasons 
other than Ski-Doo expeditions.

It is here that Vancouver-
based mineral prospecting 
company Terra Ventures has 
been drilling the granite bedrock 
of the Saint Lawrence North 
Shore for uranium since 2008. 
The procedure includes boring a 
300-metre hole into the ground 
at a location previously identi-
fied by aerial survey as having 
uranium potential. The contents of 
each hole are then hauled to the 
surface and cut laterally into two 
hemispheres, the way one would 
slice a carrot. One hemisphere 
from each core sample—which are 
typically radioactive—is trucked to 
a lab, while the other half is left on 
site for classification.

According to Sept-Iles 
residents, the prospecting site is 
not fenced in, the drill holes, as of 
June last year, were uncapped, and 
the company has neglected to post 
signs to warn the population about 
potential radioactivity. The core 
samples are stored on open-air 
racks, exposed to the elements.

Marc Fafard, a logger and 
local activist, describes the result of 
leaving such unusual objects unat-

tended, and essentially unmarked, 
in a frequented area.

“You’ve got these lovely 
core samples, soft, beautiful as 
fossils, nice to touch,” he explains. 
Samples “were showing up in 
people’s living rooms”.

Fafard, who was a recent 
mayoral candidate, helped found 
the citizens’ group Sept-Iles 
sans uranium (Sept-Iles without 
uranium; SISUR) after reading 
about the prospecting activity in 
the news. According to Fafard, 
this anecdote of souvenir hunting 
gone badly wrong illustrates the 
degree to which the initial flurry 
of uranium prospecting caught 
Sept-Iles residents by surprise.

“Most folks don’t know what 
radioactivity is,” he says. “We’re 
asking for a moratorium while we 
inform people.”

Terra Ventures representa-
tives did not respond to interview 
requests before deadline.

One of SISUR’s first goals 
was to purchase a Geiger counter 
and visit a majority of the uranium 
prospecting sites in the North 
Shore region. But it turned out 

to be a tall order. Since 2005, 
a plethora of companies have 
obtained permits from the Quebec 
government to drill in approxi-
mately 20 locations, and have 
extracted up to 250 core samples 
per site along an axis extending 
800km from Tadoussac through 
Sept-Iles to the eastern terminus 
of Highway 138 at Natashquan.

Over the same period, the 
number of active permits across 
the province has jumped from four 
to 86. Starting in 2005, a buzz of 
speculation driven by the mining 
industry and the US government’s 
efforts to promote nuclear reactors 
as a “carbon neutral” and “clean” 
energy source propelled uranium 
prices to record highs. The metal’s 
value rose from around $10US a 
pound, to peak at close to $140 
in 2007, before settling to $42 in 
February this year.

Saskatchewan is currently 
the only jurisdiction in Canada 
to operate commercial uranium 
mines, supplying 22 per cent 
of the world market from its 
underground, seamed deposits. 
But with prices high, the extrac-

tion of far lower-density uranium 
deposits contained in the granite 
of the Canadian Shield, which 
have been known since the 1970s, 
suddenly appear financially viable. 
In addition to Quebec, active 
prospecting is now also underway 
in Labrador and Nunavut.

This trend can pit a provincial 
or territorial government, eager 
for royalties or investment, against 
remote communities that will have 
to live with the environmental 
consequences in their backyard. In 
January 2009, the Sept-Iles City 
Council responded to popular 
pressure and passed a resolution 
calling for a moratorium on 
uranium prospecting. But even 
though the Lake Kachiwiss site 
is located within Sept-Iles city 
limits, the resolution carries no 
legal weight because it is the 
Ministry of Natural Resources in 
Quebec City that holds exclusive 
authority to issue or regulate 
permits.

Mining industry representa-
tives point out prospecting is 
not the same as mining, and 
that typically only a fraction of 

Environment

Dire Prospects
Expanding uranium exploration sparks concern, protests in Quebec

Some 500 people participated in a March 2009 demonstration against uranium exploration on Lake 
Kachiwiss in northern Quebec. Olivier Noël
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prospect sites will turn into a 
commercial venture. But whistle-
blowers like Fafard counter that 
the amount of radioactive material 
extracted from prospect sites 
across Quebec cumulatively equals 
the output of a small commercial 
mine.

Environmental concerns 
related to the prospecting and 
potential mining of uranium 
tend to centre on the dispersal of 
radioactive residues into the air 
and water. The Lake Kachiwiss 
site lies just three kilometres from 
the banks of one of the North 
Shore’s most important salmon 
streams. Also, Lake Kachiwiss has 
been shown to flow into Rapid 
Lake, which provides drinking 
water to Sept-Iles. Activists fear 
the radioactive contaminants will 
follow these main watercourses 
and accumulate in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence posing unacceptable, 
long-term, cancer-related health 
risks to residents of Quebec and 
the Atlantic provinces.

Moreover, the low density 
of most deposits in Eastern 
Canada means commercial mining 
would likely include an open-pit 
operation, with vast quantities of 
granite crystal being ground up 
to free trace amounts of uranium. 
The pulverized stone, containing 
unrecovered uranium and derived 
substances would remain on site.

Marc Fafard sums up the 
fears of many. “We’re afraid we’ll 
be held hostage to mountains of 
radioactive residue that we’ll have 
to manage ourselves once the 
companies are gone,” he says.

Many observers of the 
mining industry point to the 
policy of “free entry” as an obstacle 
to democratic sovereignty in 
resource-related issues. Devised 
in the 19th century, and still in 
force in every Canadian province 
except Alberta, free entry grants 
prospectors unlimited access to the 
minerals beneath the surface in 
any part of a province or jurisdic-
tion not previously claimed for 
mining purposes. This means the 
rights of mining firms trump other 
interests, including the proprietary 
rights of individuals or municipali-
ties, which apply only from the 
ground up. Granting an exploita-
tion permit is also expected to be 
“non-discretionary,” that is, based 

only on technical factors, unrelated 
to issues of social acceptability.

“It becomes more and 
more difficult to stop [mining 
companies] as you let the door 
open,” says activist Ugo Lapointe 
on the question of whether a 
company that already has a permit 
to prospect for uranium could be 
denied a mining licence. “It may 
not be impossible, but we know of 
no case where that has happened.”

Lapointe is a spokesperson 
for the provincial watchdog 
group Pour que le Quebec ait 
meilleure mine (a play on words, 
but literally, “For a Quebec with 
Better Mines”) which is critical 
of the cozy relationship said 
to exist between the Quebec 
government and the mining 
industry. Unlike the royalty 
regime applied to forestry, where 
a “stump fee” is based directly on 
the volume of wood extracted, 
the 12 per cent royalty applied to 
mining companies is calculated 
as a percentage of net profit, an 
amorphous figure which Lapointe 
says amounts to no more than two 
to four per cent of real profits due 
to inventive accounting by the 
corporations.

One further focus for 
criticism is the province’s much-
hyped development strategy, 
known as the “Plan Nord,” which 
involves targeting government 
money at selected infrastructure 
projects favouring principally 
the resource extraction sector 
in northern Quebec. According 
to research conducted by The 

Dominion, last year’s provincial 
budget earmarked $130 million 
for extending Highway 167 by 
268km into the Otish Mountains, 
northeast of the James Bay Cree 
town of Mistissini. It is in an area 
without residential communi-
ties, but where Vancouver-based 
Strateco Resources has discovered 
some of Quebec’s most concen-
trated uranium deposits.

On first impression, the City 
of Sept-Iles resembles any other 
medium-sized frontier town. 
Aluminum refining, forestry and 
fishing are the mainstays of the 
economy. A majority of businesses 
are clustered along the main drag. 
The houses have a prefab look. 
There is no vegetarian restaurant 
and few residents would self-
identify as environmentalists.

But facing what many feel to 
be a clear and present danger, the 
townsfolk have banded together 
with a force and an original-
ity of tactics that are startling. 
Beginning in 2009, SISUR made 
several inspections of the Lake 
Kachiwiss prospect site. They 
found Terra Ventures to be in 
violation of specific provisions of 
the environmental code and filmed 
and posted the evidence on the 
Internet. As a result, the provincial 
Environment Ministry temporar-
ily shut down Terra Ventures’ 
operations on several occasions as 
recurring violations were brought 
to light. Activists also periodically 
blockaded the prospect site.

Then, last December, a 
group of 24 Sept-Iles doctors 

signed a statement warning they 
would leave the North Shore if 
prospecting work was not halted. 
Though some media outlets 
criticized the doctors for their 
tactics, an anti-prospecting demo 
held in Sept-Iles on December 
13 attracted 3,000 people out of a 
total population of 26,000.

The doctors’ letter mentioned 
their specific concern about 
radon, a radioactive gas linked 
to lung cancer which is trapped 
in the bedrock and is released by 
prospecting. The issue grabbed 
headlines and was broached in 
Quebec’s National Assembly.

“There’s a whole debate that 
needs to happen,” says Loraine 
Richard, the Parti Quebecois 
Member of the National Assembly 
[MNA] for Sept-Iles. “When 
there are almost 20 doctors who 
want to leave my region, I stand 
up and take notice.” On February 
17, Richard presented a citizens’ 
petition to the National Assembly 
calling for a province-wide mora-
torium on uranium exploration, a 
concept supported by MNAs from 
the Parti Québécois and Québec 
Solidaire, but rejected by the 
majority Liberals.

Many activists now see the 
Sept-Iles experience as a template 
for successful organizing because 
it has mobilized citizens and 
politicians and made prospecting 
a public issue in a way it has never 
previously been in Quebec.

Nevertheless, the ultimate 

A Quebec government map outlining uranium exploration on the North Shore of the Saint Lawrence 
river. The number of claims for exploration, marked in red, has shot up in recent years.

Quebec Ministry of Natural Resources

continued on page  18
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by  Kaley Kennedy

HALIFAX—“We are women 
whose ultimate goal is the 
liberation of women in society,” 
echoes the chorus of Jane: Abortion 
and the Underground, a play that 
retells the story of an underground 
abortion service in Chicago. “One 
important way we are working 
towards that goal is by helping any 
woman who wants an abortion to 
get one as safely and as cheaply as 
possible under current conditions,” 
the chorus continues, reading lines 
from the service’s first flier.

The flier is from 1968.
Move forward to 2010 and 

an audience of about 200 is sitting 
in the MacNally Theatre at Saint 
Mary’s University in Halifax 
watching the story’s retelling and 
reflecting on what has changed 
and what has not.

The performance was a 
fundraiser for the conference 
“Trust Women: A conference on 
reproductive justice.” The need for 
such a conference was, for many, 
a surprising reminder of the work 
that still needs to be done.

“Sometimes [abortion] feels 
like an out-dated topic,” says Jane 
Gavin-Hebert, organizer of the 
Trust Women conference. “Like, 
this is my mom’s generation’s 
issue.”

Indeed, January 28th—the 
day of the conference—marked 
twenty-one years since the 
complete decriminalization of 
abortion.

“Because we’ve won the legal 
battle [on abortions] people think 
that the struggle is over,” says 
Gavin-Hebert. “But it’s not.”

There’s no denying that she’s 
right.

According to a 2007 study 
by Canadians for Choice entitled 
Reality Check, women across the 
country continue to face barriers 
in accessing abortion services. The 
report found that between 2003 
and 2006, the number of hospitals 
providing abortions declined. 
Currently only 16 per cent of 
Canadian hospitals perform the 
simple procedure, and the majority 

of hospitals are in urban areas 
within 150km from the border.

Access in the Maritime 
Provinces was identified as espe-
cially poor. There are no abortion 
providers in Prince Edward Island, 
meaning women have to travel to 
Nova Scotia or New Brunswick 
for the procedure and often have 
to pay out of pocket.

In New Brunswick, only 
one hospital openly provides 
abortions, and the province refuses 
to fund abortion services at the 
Morgentaler Clinic in Fredericton. 
Women in New Brunswick are 
required to obtain referrals from 
two doctors in order to access a 
publicly-funded abortion.

While abortion services in 
Nova Scotia are more accessible 
than New Brunswick and PEI, 
there continues to be several 
barriers.

“There are definite gaps in 
therapeutic abortion services,” says 
Angus Campbell, the executive 
director of the Halifax Sexual 
Health Centre. “There are a very 
limited number of sites that will 
perform [Therapeutic Abortions] 
in Nova Scotia. The waiting time 
can be up to four weeks.”

In Nova Scotia, women are 
required to go through a three-
step process to obtain an abortion. 
First, they must go to a clinic 
or family doctor and receive a 
referral, then the clinic or doctor 
will arrange for blood work and 
an ultrasound, and finally, the 
appointment will be scheduled. 
Average waiting times, says 
Campbell, is two to three weeks.

While about 50 per cent of 
abortions in Canada are performed 
at clinics, there are no abortion 
clinics in Nova Scotia.

“In Ontario all free standing 
clinics are covered under health 
care. This permits a woman to 
make her own appointment where 
she will get ultrasound, blood 
work and procedure, usually in one 
day but sometimes two days,” says 
Campbell. “The fact that women 
in Nova Scotia have to attend 
multiple medical appointments 
prior to the procedure is a barrier 

to accessing services.”
The abortion procedures 

in Nova Scotia are covered by 
provincial medical insurance, but 
despite the fact that the majority 
of women have to travel to Halifax 
for the procedure, there is no 
money available for travel or 
childcare costs. Also, women who 
have out of province health cards 
face fees anywhere from $230 to 
$700 for the procedure.

There is no master list 
available of where a woman can 
receive an abortion in the province, 
says Valerie Bellafonte, the com-
munication director of the Nova 
Scotia Department of Health. The 
majority of therapeutic abortions 
in Nova Scotia are performed at 
the Termination of Pregnancy 
Unit (TPU) at the Victoria 
General Hospital in Halifax

In Reality Check, the study’s 
researcher had to make five 
separate phone calls to Victoria 
General and needed to leave a 
voicemail in order to speak with 
someone in the right department. 
The report explains that voicemail 
messages may create barriers for 
some women.

“Some women do not have 
a phone or do not have a place 
where they may privately talk 
about their unwanted pregnancy. 
Other women have concerns about 
a lack of confidentiality,” says the 
report.

For Gavin-Hebert, who 
is also a mother and a Masters 
student in gender and women’s 
studies at Saint Mary’s University, 
in order to bring about real change 
in reproductive justice, the struggle 
has to be about more than access 

Health

Reproductive Justice in Nova Scotia
Pro-active approach to fighting anti-abortion climate on campuses

Obtaining access to abortion services in the Maritime Provinces is 
particularly challenging. Rebecca Roher
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to abortion, it also has to be about 
educating the public.

Last winter, the Saint Mary’s 
chaplaincy office sponsored a pre-
sentation by the Canadian Centre 
for Bioethical Reform entitled 
“Echoes of the Holocaust.” This 
presentation is an extension of 
the centre’s Genocide Awareness 
Project.

“The Genocide Awareness 
Project (GAP) is a visual display 
composed of 4’x8’ (or 6’x13’) 
billboards which graphically 
compare the victims of abortion to 
victims of other atrocities, such as 
Jews in the Holocaust,” reads the 
website of the Canadian Centre 
for Bioethical Reform.

GAP debuted on campuses 
in 1999 at the University of 
British Columbia.

Joyce Arthur, coordinator of 
the Abortion Rights Coalition of 
Canada and one of the speakers at 
the Trust Women conference, says 
that the presentations are not only 
unfair, but that at almost every 
campus that GAP has visited, 
students or the university, and 
often both, have put up a fight.

“GAP is deliberately 
provocative,” she says.

Many campuses have 
restricted or forbade GAP 
presentations from happening on 
campus.

Last February, the University 
of Calgary charged students with 
the group Campus Pro-Life with 
trespassing after they refused to 
adhere to the university’s restric-
tions regarding a GAP display the 
students organized in November 
2008.

“This is not an issue about 
Freedom of Speech,” reads a 
statement from the university 
regarding the incident. “The 
paramount issues for the Univer-
sity are the needs to uphold its 
legal right to manage activities on 
campus, and to ensure the safety 
and security for the thousands 
of students, staff, faculty and 
community members on campus 
each day.”

In October, the Students’ 
Society of McGill University 
publicly censured an “Echoes of 
the Holocaust” presentation being 
held at McGill. The university 

allowed the presentation to go 
forward, and two students were 
arrested while protesting the event.

“We feel that McGill 
University has…failed to protect 
students’ rights,” explains an open 
letter from the student union to 
McGill University.

“This event created a hostile 
environment and should not have 
been permitted. It is possibly most 
disappointing that when students’ 
peacefully engaged in a public 
response to this hostile environ-
ment, they were removed through 
a police intervention,” the letter 
continues.

When it became apparent 
that Saint Mary’s University 
would be hosting one of these 
presentations, members of 
the feminist community, and 
other communities – such as 
the Atlantic Jewish Council – 
expressed their concerns regarding 
the risk of such a presentation on 
the health and safety of students, 
particularly women and Jewish 
students.

Ultimately, according to 
Gavin-Hebert, the university 

determined it to be a low-risk 
event, and the presentation went 
forward.

Afterward, Gavin-Hebert 
and another student initiated 
a complaint process with the 
university and provided some 
possible solutions – one of which 
was holding a feminist community 
education session.

The result was Trust Women: 
A conference on reproductive 
justice held at Saint Mary’s 
University on January 28.

“On campus, in this context 
of an anti-abortion climate, we 
needed to put forward a feminist 
analysis,” says Gavin-Hebert. 
“We wanted to do something that 
would be empowering.”

The conference included 
a full day of workshops for 
community organizers, students, 
and faculty, and an evening of 
keynote speakers .

In addition to Joyce Arthur, 
the evening event included presen-
tations by Loretta Ross, a veteran 
feminist activist and national 

by Heather Meek

continued on page  18
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by gwalgen geordie Dent

TORONTO—Two months ago, 
members of the Hamilton-based 
Nasco Employees’ Credit Union 
stopped being members of the 
Nasco Employees’ CU.

On January 6, Nasco 
Employees’ CU was purchased by 
another Hamilton-based credit 
union: Prime Financial Savings.

It was a fate that a number 
of credit unions in Toronto and 
across Ontario have suffered 
since 2007 thanks to the global 
economic crisis. Although business 
pages in Canada mostly focus on 
the Big Five banks—Toronto-Do-
minion, Royal Bank, CIBC, Bank 
of Montreal and the Bank of Nova 
Scotia—credit unions have faced 
their own series of challenges and 
adjustments.

In August of 2009, I went 
to close my account at a small, 
local credit union on Bloor St. But 
something had happened to St. 
Mary’s Credit Union since the last 
time I used the branch: it was no 
longer St. Mary’s. St. Mary’s had 
been purchased by Ottawa-based 
Buduchnist Credit Union two 
months earlier.

Sources inside the credit 
union suggested that it had 
withstood a series of shocks due 
to the financial crisis. Fearing one 
more shock could have put them 
out of business, the bank began 
talks about being purchased by 
Buduchnist Credit Union.

When asked if this was the 
case, Buduchnist Credit Union 
CEO Oksana Prociuk said she did 
not wish to comment.

Statistics from the Deposit 
Insurance Corporation of Ontario 
website paint a rough picture of 
how credit unions in the province 
have fared during the credit crisis. 
Ontario currently has slightly 
under 200 credit unions and/or 
caisse-populaires. Nine Ontario 
credit unions were liquidated in 
2006 (liquidation also includes 
dissolved, purchased or amalgam-
ated credit unions). In 2007 and 
2008, when the credit crisis was in 
full swing, that figure jumped to 

17 per year before falling to eight 
in 2009.

Statistics from Credit Union 
Central of Canada’s third quarter 
results show a similar pattern: 
while credit union membership 
is up 0.5 per cent Canada-wide 
since the end of 2008, Ontario has 
seen a 1.4 per cent drop over the 
same period. The number of credit 
unions and their branches has also 
gone down more than the national 
average.

Art Chamberlain, Media 
Relations Manager for Central 1 
Credit Union, said the downturn 
hit a variety of Ontario credit 
unions in a much different way 
than Canada’s major banks. 
Employment and growth have 
gone down sharply in Ontario, 
so instead of losing money on 
derivatives and bad investments, 
some credit unions lost money on 
the major casualty of the recession: 
people.

“The core of our business is 
straightforward: taking in deposits 
and putting out mortgages and 
personal lending (and a growing 
amount of small business lending). 
When there was a downturn, 
people lost their jobs and the low 
interest rate environment has not 
been very great for a number of 
years, so the spread on lending 

money has not been great. It’s 
been a challenging time for small 
credit units. Our operating costs 
have been a lot higher (than 
banks) and our fees have been a lot 
lower,” he said.

Ron Hodges, Vice President 
of Finance for the Toronto-based 
Italian Canadian Savings and 
Credit Union Ltd., said small-
town credit unions suffered 
considerably because of their 
members’ job losses. “Some of the 
credit unions are small and are 
set up to be a credit union for a 
specific plant. [When] that plant 
closes, it makes it difficult for the 
credit union not to close down,” 
he said.

Hodges’ credit union, Italian 
Canadian Savings, took over some 
staff, deposits and the lease of 
the Portuguese Canadian Credit 
Union (PCCU), which was 
liquidated in 2009. According to 
Hodges, “The PCCU ran into 
financial difficulties; we tried 
to ensure that the Portuguese 
community continued to be 
served.”

Sources from St. Mary’s 
suggested the PCCU ran into 
trouble from the credit crisis, but 
Hodges was unaware of the reason 
for the PCCU liquidation, and the 
Deposit Insurance Corporation 

of Ontario said they could not 
comment because the matter was 
before the courts.

Credit unions in Toronto face 
a number of challenges trying to 
compete with Canada’s dominat-
ing financial institutions.

“We don’t have a huge visual 
presence,” lamented Chamberlain. 
“Market penetration is not great. 
We’re stronger in smaller towns 
around Ontario. The big banks are 
located here. The other challenge 
we face is trying to get our 
message around in an expensive 
media market.”

In addition to the slew of 
ads, Chamberlain said banks also 
generate advertising through 
branches and ATMs in full view 
around Toronto. While credit 
unions do have access to a number 
of ATM machines, they are not 
necessarily branded as such. “We 
don’t get the subliminal advertising 
around branches on street corners.”

The relationship with 
suffering Ontario workers may 
have hurt deposits, but it also 
forms the backbone of credit 
union lending.

“Our decisions around how 
we treat people and the loans we 
give are based on a relationship 
basis. A lot of credit unions are 
aware and active on community 
economic development, helping 
community groups, etc,” said 
Chamberlain. “We didn’t get 
caught up in the huge issues that 
caused problems with the US and 
big banks here because we weren’t 
involved in sub-prime mortgages 
here. Credit unions are a stabiliz-
ing force in the economy. There’s 
a committee working together; 
we’ve had a media campaign. 
Behind the scenes there’s been a 
network of credit unions to help 
out small businesses. Especially 
when times are tough.”

By focusing on so-called 
boring, community-based lending, 
credit unions have managed to 
avoid the worst of the economic 
crisis that affected thousands of 
financial institutions worldwide. 
“They are less exposed than the 
banks. They are not international, 

Business

Co-operative Banking Bulks Up
Ontario credit unions weather the economic crisis

St. Mary’s Credit Union, now part of the Buduchnist Credit Union, 
was one of many credit unions to have been bought up, closed down, 
or merged as the financial crisis continues. Enid Godtree
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baby animals: because a serious world needs 
serious cuteness
baby animal working group: mediacoop.ca/group/1153

Living among the trees of 
temperate Himalayan forests from 
Nepal to western China, Red 
Pandas (Ailurus fulgens) spend 
most of their adult lives alone 
but live their first year under 
the protection of their watchful 
mothers.

These small mammals are 
primarily nocturnal, but have also 
been described as crepuscular—
most active at dawn and dusk. 
Daytime hours are spent sleeping, 
lazing among high branches in the 
heat and covering themselves with 
their bushy tails in cooler weather. 
Their tails, with six yellowish rings, 
also serve as effective camouflage 
in the trees.

Like their distant relative 
the Great Panda, Red Pandas lack 
the enzymes necessary to digest 
cellulose and primarily subsist on 
a diet of bamboo, although they 
have also been known to consume 
small animals, eggs, fruit and other 
plant materials.

According to the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation 
of Nature and Natural Resources 
(IUCN) Red List—considered 
one of the most reliable systems 
for determining the extinction risk 

of wildlife populations—the Red 
Panda is categorized as a vulner-
able species.

Not a major prey animal, 
population threats are primarily 
man-made. Deforestation due 
to industrial and agricultural 
expansion is one of the largest, 
fragmenting habitats and destroy-
ing food sources. Red Pandas are 
also hunted for their fur—espe-
cially their ringed tails, thought to 
be a good luck charm—used for 
making hats, and in local ceremo-
nies across their endemic habitat.

More of a curse than a 
blessing, Red Pandas adapt 
extremely well to captivity and can 
be found in zoos around the globe, 
with over 150 in North America 
alone. This created a strong live 
animal trade for both public and 
private zoological collection. 
Today, thanks to the Convention 
on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES), live trade is now 
illegal. Unfortunately, with little 
enforcement locally or inter-
nationally and a sizable private 
market still in existence, poaching 
remains a widespread problem.

—Cameron Fenton

Red Panda
The real life firefox

redpandasrule (CC)

which is both protective and risky 
in a more difficult area,” said Jim 
Maxwell, Chief Administrator and 
Financial Officer for the Deposit 
Insurance Corporation of Ontario 
(DICO).

According to Maxwell, 
overall, credit unions have been 
able to turn to methods such as 
amalgamation, fusing and buying 
each other out to protect them-
selves.

“If you look at the system as 
a whole there is a consolidation of 
the system and growth. The system 
has grown at 5 per cent over the 
last 5 years. You can’t look at the 
number of institutions; because of 
mergers branches are staying the 
same.”

Statistics from Credit Union 
Central of Canada show that 
the number of credit unions and 
branches has decreased Canada-
wide since 2007. Ontario has seen 
both unions and branches decrease 
since the end of 2008, although 
assets, savings and loans have 
increased in both Ontario and 
Canada.

Several Ontario credit unions 
have fused together in the last 
few years. Amalgamation also 
produced Central 1 Credit Union 
in 2008. Central 1 was the fusion 
between Ontario and BC ‘central’ 
credit unions. Central credit 
unions act as umbrella organiza-
tions for their regions, promoting 
the interests of their member 
Credit Unions and offering overall 
services and liquidity (cash to 
maintain operations). Similar 
fusions are planned for central 

credit unions in the Maritime 
Provinces.

Meanwhile, however, Prime 
Financial Savings, the Hamilton 
credit union that purchased 
Nasco Employees’ CU, has already 
experienced the difficulties of 
amalgamation and the credit crisis 
first-hand.

In their 2008 annual report, 
CEO William Clark explained 
why Prime Financial Savings 
suffered a major loss: “This is 
attributable to costs associated 
with the merger of Credit Union 
Central of Ontario and British 
Columbia Central into a new 
organization called Central 1. This 
merger is the culmination of years 
of effort to rationalize the internal 
structures of the Credit Union 
System across the country.

“To facilitate this merger, 
Ontario Credit Unions purchased 
certain investments from Credit 
Union Central of Ontario. These 
investments have been impacted 
by the general deterioration of 
markets across North America,” 
he wrote.

According to Jim Maxwell, 
the trend toward larger institu-
tions increases the ability to hire 
good staff and use more efficient 
and cheaper systems. At the same 
time Maxwell acknowledges that 
bigger unions face the challenge 
of maintaining their base in the 
communities they serve.

Gwalgen Geordie Dent is a journalist 
with the Toronto Media Co-op. This piece 
was originally published by the Toronto 
Media Co-op.
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by Moira peters

VANCOUVER—“This is where the 
injustice starts.”

On Valentine’s Day in 
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside 
(DTES), Dalannah Bowen 
addressed 5,000 people from 
the steps of the Vancouver 
Police Department in memory 
of Canada’s 3,000 missing and 
murdered women.

“This is where it starts for 
missing and murdered women,” 
said the African-Canadian/
Cherokee director of the Interur-
ban Gallery in Vancouver.

Women with stories of 
friends and relatives gone missing 
or found dead—and of police 
inaction and disrespect—followed 
Bowen to the microphone. 
February 14 marked the 19th time 
Vancouver marched for missing 
and murdered women, and the 
first time they would march for 
women in the DTES while the 
city was otherwise preoccupied 
with the Olympics. It was day 
three of the Games.

“Each and every single person 
is part of this human family. We 
deserve to be treated like human 
beings,” Bowen said.

Earlier in the morning at 
the Carnegie Centre, the DTES’ 
“living room” on Main Street, 
every person gathered for the 
march witnessed a painful aspect 
of family: loss.

At 11:30am, 400 people 
were gathered on the steps of the 
Carnegie, around the corner, and 
along the sidewalk on both sides 
of the building. Most were women. 
By 12:20, the crowd had qua-
drupled and extended to all four 
corners. Buses made it through 
the intersection with difficulty. 
By 1pm, the entire intersection 
was blocked off, and “Carnegie 
hosts” in yellow vests linked hands, 
creating a corridor for the families 
of missing and murdered women 
to pass into the centre of the 
crowd. Most were women. Most 
were Native.

Drummers were invited into 
the centre, where they created an 

open space. A cry rose. Hands 
pointed skyward. Pigeons flapped 
around the rooftops and seagulls 
circled. Higher, with unmistake-
able white heads and majestic 
wingspans, two eagles soared.

A woman with black hair in a 
loose pink shirt stood on the steps 
of the Carnegie, an eagle feather 
in her hand and a square of paper 
pressed to her breast. She raised 
the feather into the air and began 
a low wail: a song, a heartbreak. 
She concentrated on the sky, 
pleaded with the sky, and cried, 
her feather trembling.

The drums began and the 
crowd sang, for half-an-hour, 
while families filed out of the 
Carnegie patio and toward the 
centre of the intersection, holding 
banners. Some were dressed in 
Native regalia. Most were women.

The people marched.
“A nation is not conquered 

until the hearts of its women are 
on the ground. Then it’s lost; it’s 
down. No matter what. No matter 
how strong its warriors; no matter 
how powerful its weapons,” said 
Mabel Nipshank, a Metis woman 
of Cree and French descent. She 
exposed the original intent in the 
violence directed against Native 
women as she spoke from the 
steps of the police station. The 
priority for Europeans at first 
contact with Aboriginals, she said, 
was the disenfranchisement of 
women.

“They were afraid of the 
power of the First Nations women 

because when First Nations 
women spoke it echoed like 
thunder,” she said.

Nipshank challenged two 
groups to collaborate in the 
demand for justice for killed and 
disappeared Indigenous women: 
First Nations leaders and non-
Native feminists.

“I don’t have a whole lot of 
trust in our Aboriginal leaders. 
They are pushing women off 
our territories and this”—she 
pointed to a placard with photos 
of hundreds of young women 
lost—”is what is happening to us. 
We need our leaders to challenge 
the colonial structures that have 
put us in poverty.”

Nipshank called on feminists 
to quit talking the talk when they 
cannot walk the walk.

“Sometimes we don’t fall into 
the white feminist ideology. [They] 
can’t comprehend our oppression 
because [they] don’t live it the way 
we do.”

She asked the crowd to 
consider that the next case of a 
murdered or disappeared woman 
could be anyone’s daughter, sister, 
or aunt. “That is why we need to 
address this collectively. This is our 
problem as a whole people.”

Sirens wailed.
Author Maggie de Vries told 

marchers about her sister Sarah 
who had been murdered in Port 
Coquitlam at Robert Pickton’s pig 
farm.

“The investigation [into 
Sarah’s disappearance and murder] 

did not have the full support of 
the province of British Columbia, 
of the Vancouver Police or of the 
RCMP. There was a resistance to 
admit there was anything wrong,” 
she said.

“My sister was picked up, 
driven along a direct route: down 
Hastings Street to Boundary Road 
to the Lougheed Highway and 
onto Dominion Road. She was 
driven through a gate, and she 
never came out.”

De Vries said that in order 
to keep women safe the public 
needs an independent inquiry into 
the investigation of Vancouver’s 
missing women. Currently, 38 
cases of women missing from 
the Downtown Eastside remain 
unsolved.

Cee Jai Julian described the 
last time she saw her big sister. 
It was December 14, 1998, and 
her sister, who was on her way to 
work, asked Cee Jai to get off the 
streets.

“Go home, baby girl.”
Ann-Marie Monks read a 

poem, which she wrote for her 
best friend who disappeared.

“My sister, my friend. Where 
are you? What happened to you?”

The drums beat, the people 
marched. The sun shone. It was 
Valentine’s Day.

Moira Peters is an editor at the 
Dominion. This article was originally 
published by the Vancouver Media Co-op.

Gender

This is Where the Revolution Starts
19th annual Memorial March honours 3,000 missing and murdered

5,000 people marched in Vancouver in memory of missing and murdered women. Nicholas Varanelli



17The Dominion, March/April 2010 — Issue #67 Foreign Policy

by Andrew Crosby 
and Ajay parasram

VANCOUVER—Within hours of 
Haiti’s devastating earthquake, 
Cuban doctors, Chinese search 
and rescue teams and Venezuelan 
medical professionals were on the 
ground. When the US military 
took control of Port-au-Prince 
Airport, however, they priori-
tized landing soldiers instead of 
humanitarian supplies, according 
to humanitarian organizations like 
Médecins sans Frontières (MSF) 
and Amnesty International. The 
militarization of disaster relief 
has led to harsh condemnation of 
what critics call an American-led 
occupation of Haiti.

Speaking to the heavy 
reliance on military troops, Ven-
ezuelan President Hugo Chavez 
observed that “thousands of men 
are disembarking in Haiti as if it 
were a war.” Chavez’s sentiments 
echoed his counterparts in Bolivia, 
Nicaragua and Cuba.

Beleaguered with increasingly 
bad press about Iraq and Afghani-
stan, Western armed forces have 
an opportunity to highlight their 
humanitarian face in Haiti. But, 
some wonder, with what costs?

Military-led versus the 
civilian-oriented approach 
favoured by regional countries 
highlights a difference in approach 
to disaster relief. Fusing humani-
tarianism and the military, both 
the US and Canada say that order 
must come first to prevent the 
descent into chaos. Alternatively, 
Nicaragua told the UN General 
Assembly that “Haiti needs 
doctors, engineers, teachers, 
construction materials. It needs to 
strengthen its agricultural produc-
tion; it doesn’t need soldiers.”

Venezuela is providing Haiti 
free fuel, delivered along with 
other aid shipments through the 
Dominican Republic.

Cuba and Venezuela have co-
operated to deliver health services 
to Haiti, according to Al Jazeera’s 
Tom Fawthrop. Cuban doctors 
are specially trained for disaster 
relief and have proven themselves 

during the earthquakes in Pakistan 
and Indonesia in 2005 and 2006. 
Washington declined Havana’s aid 
during Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

However, regional groups, 
states and humanitarian organiza-
tions have had difficulty accessing 
Haiti. As MSF’s Francoise 
Saulnier explained to Reuters, 
“Urgent and vital attention to 
the people has been delayed (for) 
military logistics.” As planes 
and supplies are delayed or 
re-routed, doctors have had to 
employ impromptu measures, 
such as hand-operated breathing 
devices and saws for amputations, 
according to media reports.

The Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) was unable to 
secure US approval to land in 
Port-au-Prince in January, even 
though Haiti is a member state. 
Instead, they have had to form 
their base for disaster relief in 
Jamaica.

As the Responsibility to 
Protect doctrine was invoked in 
2004 to justify Haiti’s military 
occupation, disaster relief justifies 
the current military intervention. 
Some 27,000 foreign soldiers are 
currently stationed in Haiti.

The Canadian Forces 
contingent consists of 2,046 
military personnel, including the 
Disaster Assistance Response 
Team (DART), a Naval Task 
Group, six Griffon helicopters, an 
urban rescue and recovery team, 
a detachment of military police, a 

field hospital, and a sizable Land 
Force presence, including a light 
infantry battalion.

Yves Engler, co-author of 
Canada in Haiti: Waging War on 
the Poor Majority, describes the 
militarized response: “Canada sent 
2,000 troops while disaster relief 
teams in Calgary, Toronto and 
other cities were told to stay at 
home.” Engler sees this response 
as a “dangerous sign for a continu-
ation of long-standing policy.”

The policy Engler is referring 
to is the political interference in 
Haitian democracy emanating 
from the ousting of democratically 
elected president Jean Bertrand 
Aristide in 2004: a move planned 
by Washington, Ottawa and Paris. 
In his recently published Black 
Book of Canadian Foreign Policy, 
Engler documents how Canadian 
elite JTF-2 forces secured the 
airport while 500 Canadian 
soldiers patrolled the streets and 
engaged in counterinsurgency 
operations against Aristide sup-
porters.

In the post-earthquake 
context, the Canadian military 
is present in a different capacity. 
Engler explains that there is “no 
doubt that Canadian troops are 
fulfilling a humanitarian function, 
but troops are not the preferable 
option.” Engler says doctors and 
search and rescue teams should be 
on the ground, not soldiers.

There is growing fear from 
regional states that the US is 

establishing a large, permanent 
military base in Haiti with 
Canadian support. Recently 
on the A-Infos Radio Project, 
Anthony Fenton, co-author of 
Canada In Haiti, said that states 
such as Nicaragua and Venezuela 
have expressed concern that 
Haiti is becoming “a launching 
pad for destabilization and 
continuing Western military and 
economic hegemony for the entire 
hemisphere.” With a long-term 
American presence in Haiti, the 
US can further its strategic interest 
in the Caribbean/Latin American 
region, much like it’s doing in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

US influence in Latin 
America has declined in the past 
decade, explained in part by the 
strengthening of grassroots demo-
cratic governments in countries 
like Venezuela and Bolivia. 
Caracas and Havana’s leadership 
in establishing the Bolivarian 
Alliance for the Americas (ALBA) 
Trade Bloc based on social issues 
rather than trade-liberalization, 
for example, has been a direct 
challenge to the US-led attempts 
at establishing the Free Trade Area 
of the Americas. This movement, 
combined with the crisis in Haiti, 
has led analysts like Engler to 
believe there is “some concern [in 
the US] that the earthquake would 
[increase] Venezuelan and Cuban 
involvement in Haitian affairs.” 
Increased Haitian involvement 
with ALBA would strengthen 
this movement, which has already 
attracted eight states.

As Michel Chossudovsky, 
Editor for The Centre for 
Research on Globalization and 
visiting professor at the University 
of Ottawa, writes: “In all likeli-
hood the humanitarian operation 
will be used as a pretext and 
justification to establish a more 
permanent US military presence 
in Haiti.”

Andrew Crosby is a writer, musician, and 
member of the Vancouver Media Coop. 

Ajay Parasram is a researcher and writer.

Securing Haiti
Soldiers vs. doctors, post-earthquake

Canadian soldiers provide security for the World Food Program. 
Critics say Canada and the US have militarized the relief effort.

CPL Julie Belisle
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and the time that commuting 
children will lose, including missed 
chances to participate in extracur-
ricular activities.

Their concerns are corrobo-
rated by researchers like Mount 
Allison University Professor 
Michael Fox, whose study of rural 
communities in Québec found 
that "[kids] with large average 
times on a bus report lower grades 
and poorer levels of fitness, fewer 
social activities and poor study 
habits."

For many, it is difficult to 
understand why school closures 
and larger class sizes to save a few 
million dollars are considered a 
belt-tightening necessity, while 
billions are readily spent on the 

Olympics, along with a $500 
million new roof for BC Place 
Stadium in Vancouver. "Bills are 
coming in for the Olympics, and 
[the provincial government has] 
to find money to pay for it from 
somewhere," Sabo said. "They're 
taking it from our kids' education 
and our kids' future."

For local community activist 
and columnist Peter Ewart, all 
of this raises a broader set of 
questions about the economy and 
government policy in the region. 
"First of all, talk about declining 
enrolment begs the question: 
why is this taking place? A big 
contributor has been the damage 
done by job cuts and mill closures 
in the forest industry," which, in 

turn, forces families to relocate 
elsewhere.

"People have been saying 
for years that there needs to be 
a program to diversify forestry 
and other resource industries in 
the interior of BC. Government 
should be putting demands 
on companies, for example 
by requiring that resources be 
processed in the province and near 
the communities they are extracted 
from."

"In other words," Ewart 
added, "we should be adding value 
to our own natural resources, 
thus creating jobs and sustaining 
communities."

As the Olympics draw to 
a close, not only parents and 

students, but whole neighbour-
hoods and communities in this 
region are waiting anxiously for 
the final budget numbers to be 
released from BC's Ministry of 
Education in mid-March, which 
will finalize the school district's 
deficit level and just how many 
more schools will be forced shut 
this year.

Alex Hemingway is a UK-based graduate 
student from Prince George, BC. He 
is currently studying Social Policy and 
Planning at the London School of 
Economics, where he also received a 
master's degree in Global Politics.

outcome for the Lake Kachiwiss 
site remains uncertain. For the 
moment, the provincial Liberals’ 
strategy seems to be to deal with 
Sept-Iles as an isolated case that 
can be dealt with without address-
ing any broader issues of mining 
policy.

However, speaking in the 
National Assembly on December 
4, Serge Simard, the Liberal 
minister responsible for mining, 
promised that a uranium mine 
at Lake Kachiwiss would not go 
forward without local endorse-
ment. Also, in recent weeks 
Terra Ventures has suspended its 
prospecting in what looks to be a 
gentleman’s agreement with the 
government.

But as Sept-Iles’ MNA 
Richard points out: “If they [Terra 
Ventures] wanted to dig tomorrow 
morning, legally speaking, they 
could do it.”

And as long as the policy 
of free-entry mining remains 
unchallenged, it is difficult to see 
how either municipal legislators 
or MNAs like Simard can make 
promises to their constituents with 
any degree of conviction.

Chris Scott is a community radio host, 
activist and writer with experience 
reporting from northern Quebec.

coordinator of the SisterSong 
Women of Color Reproductive 
Health Collective, and Jessica 
Yee, founder of the Native Youth 
Sexual Health Network.

It was important for the 
organizers that the conference 
focus on the broader topic of 

reproductive justice.
“We wanted to focus on 

abortion rights, but we know we 
need to go beyond that,” says 
Gavin-Hebert. “We need to fight 
for a rape free culture, for birth 
control, for child support and 
childcare, for sex worker rights. All 

of these things are connected.”

Kaley Kennedy is a student activist in 
Halifax. She has been working in the 
struggle for reproductive freedom since she 
was a teenager. This article was produced 
by the Halifax Media Co-op.

“BC Schools,“ continued from page 4

“Uranium” cont. from page 11 “Reproductive Justice,” continued from page 13
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by Eva Bartlett

GAZA—The Gaza Strip was 
already spiraling under years of 
siege long before the F-16 fighter 
planes, Apache helicopters, tanks, 
warships, unmanned aerial vehicles 
and armed soldiers waged a 
23-day war on the Strip in winter 
2008-2009.

The agricultural sector, 
which used to provide 50 per cent 
of Gaza’s food needs, had been 
steadily failing as a result of the 
siege and Israel’s policy of aggres-
sion in border regions. The Israeli-
led, internationally-complicit siege 
bans all but roughly 40 items from 
entering Gaza.

In 2008 the Agricultural 
Development Association (PARC) 
reported a desperate need for 
nylon used in hothouses, irrigation 
piping, fertilizers, seeds, seedlings 
and pesticides. In March 2009, 
the United Nations’ Office for 
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) reiterated the 
call, adding animal feed, livestock, 
olive and fruit tree saplings, saying 
the need was “urgent” and “very 
urgent.”

The Israeli war on Gaza 
destroyed between 35 and 60 per 
cent of agricultural sector, tearing 
up irrigation networks, destroying 
hundreds of wells, water pumps, 
and cisterns, farm buildings and 
machinery, and killing over 35,000 
cattle and sheep, and over 1 
million chickens and birds.

The most fertile areas of 
the impossibly small Strip lie in 
Gaza’s border regions—inhabited 
but largely undeveloped. Of the 
175,000 dunams of cultivable land, 
60-75,000 dunams have been 
destroyed by Israeli invasions and 
operations.

The Israeli-imposed “buffer 
zone” in theory renders 300 metres 
flanking the borders off-limits. 
Israeli authorities say anyone 
within that zone risks being shot 
by Israeli soldiers. In reality, Israeli 
soldiers shoot and shell up to 
two kilometres from the border, 
rendering more than one-third of 
Gaza’s farmland inaccessible.

Since the end of Israel’s war 
on Gaza on January 18, 2009, at 
least 13 Palestinian civilians have 
been killed and 39 injured in 
and outside of the “buffer zone” 
by Israeli soldiers’ shooting and 
shelling. Children are among the 
casualites.

Despite the danger, farmers 
continue planting and farming. 
The inability to regularly access 
their land has meant many farmers 
sow low-maintenance crops 
instead of the diverse array of 
vegetables, grains and fruits that 
once flourished in Gaza.

Before Israeli bulldozers 
razed the fruit and olive trees that 
abounded along Gaza’s borders, 
bee-keepers were able to produce 
high-quality honey two or three 
times per year. Many bees have 
died out from Israeli bulldozing 
and during the last Israeli war 
on Gaza. In the absence of trees, 
most of the remaining bee-keepers 
substitute sugar-water for flowers.

The Palestinian fishing 
industry, employing more than 
3,500, has been devastated 
by Israeli attacks on fishing 
boats, confiscation of boats and 
equipment, and the abduction of 
Palestinian fishermen.

Under the 1993 Oslo 
Accords, Palestinian fishermen 
have the right to fish 20 nautical 
miles off Gaza’s coast. Israeli 
authorities have steadily down-
sized fishing zone limits. In 2008, 
fishermen were warned not to go 
beyond six miles. Currently, Israeli 
gunboats prevent fishermen from 
passing three miles.

Fishermen report being 
attacked by machine gun shooting, 
water cannons and shelling from 
Israeli gunboats within three 
miles of the coast. Israeli naval 
soldiers routinely force Palestin-
ian fishermen in large vessels, or 
small hassakas just 2-300 metres 
off the coast, to motor or row out 
beyond the Israeli-imposed limit, 
whereupon the fishermen are 
abducted and arrested.

Abducted fishermen report 
being forced at gunpoint to strip, 
jump into the water (frigid in 

winter) and swim tens of metres to 
a retreating Israeli gunboat where 
they are hauled aboard, blind-
folded and handcuffed, sometimes 
beaten, interrogated and taken to 
Israeli detention for one or more 
days.

The interrogations often 
include coercion, via threat and 
financial enticement, to work with 
Israeli intelligence.

Their fishing boats are 
frequently confiscated for months, 
often returned damaged or with 
equipment and parts missing.

Fishermen say the bounty 
of fish lie beyond the six mile 
limit. Reduced to fishing along 
the coast, the sparse catch comes 
from waters contaminated by 80 
million litres of raw or partially-
treated sewage pumped daily into 
the sea for want of proper sewage 
maintenance plants.

While Egypt is building 
a steel wall intended to cut off 
the hundreds of tunnels running 
between Gaza and Egypt, 

tunnelers say they will dig deeper. 
Palestinians in Gaza say they 
need the tunnels: they are a 
lifeline, bringing the imaginable—
chocolates, cigarettes, medicines, 
appliances—to the unimagina-
ble—livestock, cars, people.

Unemployment remains rife 
at near 50 per cent, with food aid 
dependence and poverty at over 
80 per cent. Educated youths 
with university degrees languish 
without work, or take jobs driving 
taxis for a paltry salary. Students 
craving higher education, and 
with scholarships abroad, remain 
imprisoned by Gaza’s siege-closed 
borders, losing study and scholar-
ship opportunities.

One year later, virtually 
nothing has changed, except the 
frustration, suffocation, and manu-
factured crises have worsened.

Eva Bartlett is a Canadian human rights 
advocate and freelancer living in Gaza.

Frustration, Suffocation and Crisis
Strife, siege on Gaza continue one year after Israeli bombardment

International News

Nidal Abu Leila, 10, lost his ability to speak, think and walk, a result 
of trauma from the sustained Israeli bombing of Gaza last year. The 
Gaza Community Health Centre found that 91.4 per cent of children 
in Gaza displayed symptoms of moderate to very severe Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder. Eva Bartlett

More photos: back cover »
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The Olympics Resistance 

Network called for a 
convergence in Vancouver 

to resist the 2010 Olympic Winter 
Games. The Vancouver Media 
Co-op hosted a contingent of 
40 independent journalists from 
Canada and the US to report on 
the resistance. Here, in photos, 

a taste of that coverage: the 
February 12 Victory Square torch 
blockade, February 12 Commercial 
Drive torch blockade, February 
12 Take Back the City march, 
February 13 Heart Attack march 
and the No More Empty Talk, No 
More Empty Lots homelessness 
awareness campaign.

Many, many other 
actions and discussions 
rounded out a resis-

tance campaign that exploded with 
a five-day convergence, spanning 
Olympic competition, and into the 
time this paper went to print. For 
coverage straight from the streets, 
visit vancouver.mediacoop.ca.
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are a few American and Canadian 
campuses that have already begun 
their research.

How do you see this divestment 
campaign as similar to earlier 
anti-apartheid divestment 
campaigns targeting Apartheid 
South Africa?

It is very similar. Divestment 
campaigns targeting Apartheid 
South Africa back in the 1980s 
based their activism upon anti-rac-
ist and anti-oppressive principles, 
precisely what SAIA-Carleton’s 
mandate calls for. SAIA-Carleton’s 
current divestment campaign 
is continuously referring to the 
successes of Carleton’s Anti-
Apartheid Action Group. In 
March 1987, Carleton’s Board 
of Governors fully divested from 
South Africa after a two-year 
campaign by the Carleton Anti-
Apartheid Action Group. Carleton 
and other campuses around the 
world were able to divest from 
Apartheid South Africa because 
of student activism, and we should 
be able to do it today in the face 
of Apartheid Israel. According 
to South African activists and 
figures like Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, it took the South Africans 
25 years to get the word across 
[in reference to the global South 
African BDS movement]. These 
figures observe that the Global 

BDS movement against Israeli 
Apartheid is moving along even 
quicker and more effectively facing 
successes and support from labour 
unions, churches, student unions, 
academics and human rights 
organizations.

What advice do you have for 
other campuses about launching 
divestment campaigns?

I call upon all students and 
activists to start launching similar 
divestment campaigns if they 
find their universities complicit 
in apartheid Israel. My advice 
to them is to use our research 
document, as well as that of 
Hampshire College, as reference 
documents, and to gain as much 
popular support as possible after 
they have completed the research. 
One thing SAIA-Carleton has 
learned from Hampshire’s experi-
ence is that for this divestment 
campaign to be successful we have 
to work on educating and gaining 
the support of the Carleton 
community. In the end, it will be 
the students, faculty, and staff who 
will have to pressure the university, 
not just the group who launches 
the campaign.

How does this divestment 
campaign fit into a broader 
socially responsible investment 
policy at Carleton University?

Currently, Carleton’s Pension 
Fund does not have a Socially 
or Ethically Responsible Invest-
ment policy in place, and has no 
mandate except increasing income. 
The fund’s portfolio includes 
many weapons manufacturers, oil 
and gas companies and casinos, 
which exploit Palestinian workers, 
brutally enforce the military 
occupation of Palestinian land, and 
are suspects in the commission of 
possible war crimes in Gaza. This 
leaves the university open to public 
censure for colluding in ethical 
and human rights violations. To 
adopt an SRI policy would put 
Carleton and its employees on 
the moral high ground, making 
it attractive to investors, students, 
and faculty. Other universities and 
educational pension funds have 
adopted SRI policies, including 
Yale, Queens, McGill, UBC, and 
Hampshire College.

Where is the campaign now and 
what can we expect to see next 
from SAIA-Carleton?

SAIA-Carleton is working on 
making the research document 
public. We are conducting edu-
cational workshops and presenta-
tions to the Carleton community 
(student unions, clubs and groups, 
faculty, and classroom presenta-
tions) to gain the support of the 

community on this campaign. 
So far, students, faculty and staff 
who learned about Carleton’s 
unethical investment in weapon 
companies and companies that 
violate international law and the 
rights of the Palestinians, have 
been appalled, shocked, and ready 
to support us. We are expecting a 
positive response from everyone in 
the Carleton community because 
there is no justification for support 
of weapon and war investments. 
Weapon companies that manufac-
ture Hellfire missiles and Apache 
Helicopters that kill Palestinian 
children and students should have 
no place at our university. After 
we gain public support, SAIA-
Carleton, along with the larger 
community, will take the campaign 
to the Board of Governors and the 
Pension Fund to demand official 
and immediate divestment.

Yafa Jarrar is a Palestinian activist 
who was born in Jerusalem. She moved 
to Canada in 2003 to attend Lester B. 
Pearson College of the Pacific. She is 
currently completing her MA in Political 
Science at Carleton University and a 
member of SAIA-Carleton.

Ali Mustafa is a freelance journalist, 
writer, and media activist. He resides in 
Toronto.

your feedback about this 
decision, so do not hesitate to 
contact us with questions or 
concerns.

2010 has begun with an 
unchallenged focus all the 
way west. After the Dominion 
released its special report on 
the Olympics, the Vancouver 
Media Co-op (VMC) exploded 
onto the news scene as the 
leading information source for 
news of Olympics resistance. 
The Co-op's media space 
in Vancouver's Downtown 
Eastside has been a-buzz 
with over 40 independent 
journalists from all corners 

of North America, who have 
been using the Co-op's 
website to post the latest 
videos, photos, articles, blogs 
and news releases pertain-
ing to Olympics resistance, 
averaging 16 unique posts 
daily. With over a million 
hits to the website the first 
weekend of the Olympics, 
the server crashed twice, due 
to the high volume of traffic 
directed toward vancouver.
mediacoop.ca and 2010.
mediacoop.ca. The VMC's 
sophisticated street-reporting 
site, 2010.mediacoop.
ca, aggregated the latest 
tweets from the streets with 
content from the VMC site 

to create a gathering ground 
for truly grassroots reporting. 
VMC footage was used by 
Democracy Now! and Grit 
TV in the States, and video 
reports from the contentious 
Feb. 13 Heart Attack march 
aired on the Media Co-op 
site a full half-hour before 
CTV or CBC. The VMC is 
always looking for volunteers 
to join the growing troupe 
of independent journalists 
covering Vancouver's streets. 
For major street cred, order 
a VMC tee for $20: dawn@
mediacoop.ca.

Dominion and Media 
Co-op organizers and 
journalists in Montreal have 

a bright, beautiful new office 
space, shared with Montreal 
independent filmmakers. 
The space has facilitated the 
training and work of interns, 
who have become integral to 
the Dominion's operations. 
From writing stories and 
monitoring the website to 
drafting policy documents 
and licking envelopes, Kyle 
Hodnett, Cameron Fenton, 
Kriya Govender and Antoine 
Ortega have added a depth 
and polish to what we've 
been able to accomplish. Il y 
a des murmures d'un début 
d'une co-op de média à 
Montréal... Interested in vol-
unteering with the Dominion 

“Co-op News,” from p. 3 »

“Carleton Divestment,” continued from page 6



23The Dominion, March/April 2010 — Issue #67 Letters & Comments

Stopping destructive mining 
through... leftist infighting 
and globalization

I’d love to see our Canadian 
environmental lobby groups 
(ELGs) tackle Hugo Chavez on 
his turf in Venezuela (“Murders in 
Mining Country” by Dominique 
Jarry-Shore: Issue 66, February 19, 
2010). The ELGs are anti-mining, 
but let them attack a government 
that has held up the modern, safe, 
development of two huge gold 
mines at Kilometer 88 for the past 
10 years. While the government of 
Venezuela diddled, poor, illiter-
ate, itinerant and faceless illegal 
miners from Venezuela, Brazil 
and Colombia have been mining 
gold by hand for extortionist 
collectives run by Mafiosi. These 
miners are called garimperos; 
they use the ancient technique of 
mercury amalgamation under very 
primitive conditions to amalgam-
ate fine gold for recovery. They 
recover the gold in mercury, boil 
it in a pot or pan over an open 
fire to recover the gold and the 
mercury goes into the air they 
breathe and later into the Orinoco 
river fish. If the ELGs gave a darn 
about the poor anywhere they 
would confront leftist populists 
governments and support modern 
mining Companies that pay good 
wages, high taxes, use environ-

mentally sound practices, reclaim 
the land, and adhere to corporate 
social responsibility rules made in 
Canada.

The effect of C-300 is that 
every enemy of the extractive 
industries will file complaints and 
Canadian Companies will have 
no protection from slander and 
stupidity. They will redomicile 
outside Canada. You could preside 
over the mineral exploration 
industry analogue to Panamanian 
flag shipping industry...
—Fran Manns, PhD, PGeo, 
Ontario

Bonds of hope and failures of 
accountability at Copenhagen 

The collapse in the recent 
Copenhagen Climate Conference 
only proves to show the simultane-
ous collapse of the reliability of the 
world’s governments (“Collapse 
in Copenhagen” by Ben Powless: 
Issue 66, February 5, 2010). We 
can now be clear of their ability 
to provide pro-active solutions 
and reliable leadership. If we want 
to see any concrete results it is 
apparent that we will have to look 
to the common folk in this world 
and support grass roots solutions.

The ten days of discussion 
which took place in Copenhagen 
was a weak attempt to fulfill the 
aim of creating a comprehensive, 

globally accepted and legally 
binding agreement. The product 
was a disappointment—an 
accord which lacked a structured 
framework and attainable 
targets. The lack of accountability 
displayed at this conference shows 
nothing less that pure cowardice 
and an inability to stand up to 
corporate superpowers and their 
economic priorities.

The obvious need to bridge 
the gap between developed and 
developing countries in climate 
change negotiations was barely 
touched upon during the course 
of the conference. The solution to 
closing the gap was an increase in 
funding to developing countries 
in attempts to shy away from the 
impacts of western globaliza-
tion on the environment. The 
United States and China seem to 
have taken the forefront in the 
decisions made at Copenhagen. I 
would suggest that next time they 
should stand up for the future 
of their citizens and proactively 
work towards their own emission 
reduction targets rather than 
deciding those of others.

It seems that getting world 
leaders together to debate issues 
they do not see the gravity of is a 
bad idea. I agree that if anything, 
this conference has solidified 
the movement towards a more 
sustainable future in terms 

of community. It has bonded 
together like minded activists 
around the world. It is these 
connections that are going to 
ultimately lead to the success of 
this movement in the future.

The Copenhagen Confer-
ence has given me little faith in 
our leaders however it has given 
me huge hope for the future. I 
see each individual’s ability to 
make a contribution and show the 
world that citizens will not stand 
for bureaucratic, inconclusive 
negotiations. Economy seemed to 
be the priority over the environ-
ment this time around however 
the general population has shown 
that if we put our minds together 
we will soon see citizens rise to the 
challenge and make sure that this 
mistake is not made again.
—Malakai Kirkpatrick

Editor’s note: Although the 
responses are too lengthy to 
reproduce here, a rich discus-
sion and sharing of research and 
literature follows John Schertow’s 
article, “Bitter Sweet or Toxic” 
(Issue 66, February 2, 2010). 
Readers interested in further 
exploring the connections between 
diabetes and pollution at can visit 
the discussion at www.dominion-
paper.ca.

in Montreal? Want to talk 
more about Co-op Média-
Montréal? amy@mediacoop.
ca, dru@mediacoop.ca, tim@
mediacoop.ca

In collaboration with the 
shiny new Toronto Media 
Co-op (TMC), the Dominion 
will release its first 2010 
special issue on May 1. The 
special issue will focus on the 
G8-G20 meetings in Toronto 
and Huntsville and historic 
and current resistance to and 
defiance of the economic 
system imposed on the 
globe by finance ministers 
and heads of state. The 
VMC hopes to share 2010.
mediacoop.ca with Toronto 

during the meetings in 
June for similar grassroots 
street reporting. The TMC is 
currently looking for a media 
space, as well as volunteers 
and journalists to help with 
the special issue, and with 
coordinating and covering 
news on the streets during the 
G8-G20 in June. Got a scoop 
in Toronto? Sign up with the 
TMC and post your stuff! 
tmc@mediacoop.ca

With more sustaining 
members than any other 
region in Canada, the Halifax 
Media Co-op continues 
to pump out high-quality, 
investigative news from the 
grassroots of Canada's ocean 

playground. Journalism 
workshops and skill-shares 
punctuate the HMC's steady 
stream of stories about food 
security, reproductive justice, 
Atlantica and poverty. To 
volunteer, contact hillary@
mediacoop.ca.

May will yet again be 
Membership Month for the 
Dominion / Media Co-op, so 
stay tuned for how to help out, 
get involved, and cash in on 
membership perks!

What better place to 
curl up with the latest news 
from the grassroots than your 
local library? What better 
way to spread the Dominion's 
coverage of independent 

news across Canada? In 
2010, we will launch August 
as Library Month! We will be 
asking you to help spread 
the word by walking into your 
local library and asking for 
The Dominion. Public libraries 
subscribe to a newspaper 
or magazine based on the 
number of requests to see 
it on the shelves, so all you 
have to is ask, and we all 
receive.

The Dominion Newspaper 
Cooperative's 2010 AGM is 
being planned for the end of 
July. Location and exact dates 
to be announced.

-The Editors
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Abu Mohammed worked for years as a fisherman. When the Israeli 
navy began severely restricting fishermen’s limits, Abu Mohammed 
sought other work. Sifting pebbles and sand, he can earn roughly $6 
per day.

Israeli soldiers along the Green Line border shoot on unarmed 
Palestinian farmers and accompanying internationals. The armed 
soldiers observed the group for a period before repeatedly shooting, 
their fire coming within 10 metres.

Israeli gunboats attacked a Palestinian trawler August 31, 2009, 
firing missiles and heavy gunfire, causing the vessel to ignite. The 
destruction of this trawler impacted the incomes of 18 fishermen, the 
boat’s owner and family, and many working in the fishing sector.

Beit Hanoun, northern Gaza: non-violent Palestinian demonstration 
against Israel’s policy of border region aggressions. Marchers 
came within 100 metres of the border wall. “This is the first time 
in a decade Palestinians have been on this land,” according to one 
organizer.

All photos by Eva Bartlett. See 
article on page 19.

International News


