
w w w.dominionpap er.ca •  Aug ust  2009 •  Issue #62

The Dominion
 n e w s  f r o m  t h e  g r a s s r o o t s

dominion, n. 1. Control or the exercise of control. 2. A territory or sphere of influence; a realm. 3. A self-governing nation in the British Commonwealth. 

MeMber supported
cooperative Media
www.mediacoop.ca/join 41375022

$3



2 The Dominion, August 2009 — Issue #62July in Review

Honduran president Manuel 
Zelaya attempted to return to 
Honduras, but his plane was 
unable to land in Tegucigalpa 
because the military blocked the 
runways. Hundreds of thousands 
of Hondurans gathered at the 
airport to welcome him; at least 
two were killed when the army 
and police fired on civilians. Two 
members of Democratic Unifica-
tion (UD), a party that supports 
Zelaya, were also murdered in sus-
picious circumstances. “The people 
owe Honduras a revolution, and if 
the legitimate president, Manuel 
Zelaya, is not reinstated, there 
will be a confrontation between 
social classes,” UD congressperson 
Marvin Ponce told IPS. Canadian 
officials condemned the coup 
d’état in Honduras, but did not call 
for the return of Zelaya. Analysts 
speculated that the lack of a strong 
response against the coup is linked 
to Canadian mining companies 
active in Honduras.

Nova Scotia’s Tar Ponds Agency 
warned that a new park beside 
Sydney’s notorious tar ponds, one 
of Canada’s most contaminated 
sites, may put visitors at risk of 
adverse health effects. The tar 
ponds are the result of coking and 
steel-making facilities from the 
early 20th century, and contains 
700,000 tonnes of contaminated 
soil.

Canada’s Minister of Immigration 
Jason Kenney announced that 

Mexicans and people from the 
Czech Republic will now require 
visas to enter Canada.

The Canadian Border Services 
Agency deported a Pakistani 
couple to the United States, even 
though the couple’s four children 
remain in Canada. “I don’t think 
the average Canadian really knows 
what’s going on and how badly 
immigrants and refugees in this 
country are getting treated right 
now,” said Stewart Istvanffy, the 
lawyer for the Sheikh family.

The Vancouver Integrated Security 
Unit (VISU), responsible for 
policing the 2010 Olympics, 
indicated that “Free Speech” 
zones will form part of the 2010 
security plans. Vancouver Mayor 
Gregor Robinson called the plans 
“Orwellian.”

The City of Vancouver converted 
one lane of the Burrard Bridge 
from car traffic to accomodate 
bicyclists.

The US federal deficit rose to over 
one trillion dollars for the first 
time in history. The total US debt 
now hovers at around US$11.5 
trillion, with interest payments 
now costing almost US$500 
billion a year.

Employees at a Starbucks in 
Québec City took steps towards 
joining the Industrial Workers 
of the World. Employee Simon 

Gosselin told the CBC that 
changes to the working conditions 
imposed by the coffee giant were 
“unfair.”

In Nunavut, an RCMP officer 
was charged with assaulting two 
people while they were in police 
custody.

3,100 workers at Vale Inco’s 
Sudbury and Port Colburn nickel 
operations went on strike, and 
will be followed by workers at the 
company’s operations in Voisey’s 
Bay, Newfoundland. The strike has 
not affected nickel output, because 
the Sudbury mine was already 
temporarily shut due to low nickel 
prices.

A fire consumed more than a 
square kilometre of forest in 
Long Harbour, Newfoundland, 
including part of the area where 
mining giant Vale Inco is building 
a nickel processing plant.

Seventeen people were arrested 
on misdemeanour charges as they 
carried out tree sits and blockades 
aimed at preventing logging in 
Oregon’s Elliott State Forest.

Two bombs exploded along 
EnCana’s pipeline near Pouce 
Coup, BC. The explosions were 
the fifth and sixth to occur along 
the pipeline since last fall. “We 
don’t feel any more threatened 
by the bomber than we do the 
industry. If anything, we feel more 
a threat from the industry. In fact, 
I think the bomber has done quite 
a service to the community,” Tim 
Ewart, a local resident, told the 
National Post.

The Algonquins of Barriere Lake 
affirmed their selection of Jean 
Maurice Matchewan as customary 
chief. “I have been selected along 
with our Customary Council, to 
lead the fight for justice while 
protecting and advancing our 
Aboriginal and Treaty rights,” said 
Matchewan. It remains to be seen 
whether or not the government of 
Canada accepts the elected leaders 
of Barrière Lake, or continues 
to undermine the community’s 
choice.

Israel’s foreign ministry 
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announced a new plan to contrib-
ute $150,000 to post pro-Israel 
comments on websites around the 
world.

Fighting in Mogadishu killed 
dozens and injured more than 150, 
marking the first time that African 
Union troops, which are backed 
by the US and the UN, intervened 
on behalf of the government of 
Somalia.

The government of India disclosed 
that they will be testing a nuclear 
powered submarine in the coming 
weeks. The submarine will provide 
India with the possibility of 
“underwater ballistic missile 
launch capability,” according to 
AFP.

Peruvian officials admitted that 
246 children under five died since 
March of this year due to cold 
temperatures in the country’s 
Andean region. Peru’s health 
ministry also reported that they 
treated 1.3 million cases of respi-
ratory diseases and 16,419 cases of 
pneumonia among children under 
five during the same time period.

The International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union’s Lonshore 
Caucus voted in favour of a resolu-
tion commending longshoremen 
in Durban, South Africa, for their 
actions against an Israeli cargo 
ship in protest against the attacks 
on Gaza in early 2009.

Sarah Palin resigned as governor 
as Alaska, and proceeded to 
lambaste President Obama’s 
energy policy, calling it “an 
enormous threat to our economy.”

Canwest Global Communica-
tions Corporation posted losses 
of $109.6 million in the quarter 
ending May 31st.

Five years after dropping its plans 
to introduce genetically modified 
wheat, Monsanto has stepped 
back into the wheat business, 
buying WestBred LLC, a company 
specializing in wheat germplasm. 
“We believe we have the technol-
ogy tools today to help [...] create 
a safe, affordable supply of wheat,” 
said Monsanto VP Carl Casale.

An Ontario grocer split five 
of his grocery stores from the 
Sobey’s chain, claiming that the 
chain’s policies prevented him 
from buying local meat and 
produce. Dale Kropf had his five 
stores join forces with four other 
former Sobey’s stores to form the 
Hometown Grocers Co-Op. “I 
don’t want food from some place 
else when we’ve got food right 
here. Support our farmers,” said 
one shopper.

The coup in Honduras entered its 
second month. Ousted President 
Manuel Zelaya returned briefly to 
Honduras, but left under threat of 
arrest. Putchist president Roberto 
Michelleti announced support 
for Zelaya’s return to office with 
drastically reduced presidential 
powers, but claimed there was 
opposition from political and 
business leaders. The US sent 
mixed signals: a State Department 
representative claimed events in 
Honduras did not qualify as a 
coup, while the US government 
revoked the visas of Honduran 
coup-government officials. 
Canadian protesters rallied 
outside the Vancouver offices of 
mining company Goldcorp Inc. 
to highlight its link to Honduran 
groups endorsing the coup. The 
Canadian Government confirmed 
that it was still training members 
of the Honduran military.

Anti-mining groups held a 
36-hour sit-in at the Canadian 
Embassy in Mexico to mark the 
first Global Day of Action Against 
Open-Pit Mining. Seventy per 
cent of the mining concessions 
in Mexico are held by Canadian 
corporations.

Imprisoned Native American 
activist Leonard Peltier was 
granted his first parole hearing in 
15 years. Peltier, who maintains his 
innocence, has been jailed for 33 
years for the shootings of two FBI 
agents in Oglala Oyanke, Lakota 
Territory (Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, North Dakota). 
The Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa in South Dakota, where 
Peltier grew up, argued for his 
release, saying they would help 
the 64-year-old re-integrate into 
society. A decision is expected 

around mid-August.

Sixty people occupied the site 
of the proposed Hanlon Creek 
Business Park in Guelph, Ontario. 
Protesters say the HCBP develop-
ment, which includes the city’s 
Old Growth Forest, threatens 
local clean water sources and will 
destroy the habitat of the Jefferson 
Salamander, on the Ontario list 
of threatened species. The City of 
Guelph sent an eviction notice to 
the protesters, but has yet to take 
action.

A farmer in Richmond, BC, 
who was cut off from harvesting 
his crops when part of his farm 
was expropriated for highway 
construction, vowed to continue 
with his harvest. “August is harvest 
period and nothing will keep me 
off the land,” he said.

Representatives of Jefferson 
County, Colorado, sought legisla-
tion that would make it illegal for 
bicyclists to cycle freely on any 
country road in the state. “This 
issue may be the biggest challenge 
yet to bicycling in Colorado,” 
according to Bicycle Colorado.

Vancouver Mayor Gregor 
Robertson stated that he’d like 
to see a new jail built in the city’s 
downtown east side.

The Integrated Security Unit 
for the 2010 Olympics posted 
a request for proposals for the 
construction of 2,000 handgun 
storage lockers, “big enough to 
not only store a pistol, but also 
contain a separate compartment 
for up to 50 rounds of ammuni-
tion and a 110-gram pepper spray 
canister,” according to Vancouver’s 
24 Hours.

A spy working for the US Army 
as an infiltrator in anarchist and 
anti-war organizing in Tacoma 
and Olympia, Washington, 
was outed by local researchers. 
John Towery, aka John Jacobs, 
spent two years undercover, and 
according to local anarchists 
he “admitted that he reported 
to an intelligence network that 
included county sheriffs from 
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by Justin Bromberg

PORT-OF-SPAIN, TRINIDAD & 
TOBAGO–It’s another hot, muggy 
afternoon on this Saturday in 
mid-April, my second day at the 
Fifth Summit of the Americas. 
Making my way through security 
and up the police-patrolled 
driveway of the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel, I recalled scenes of the 
previous day’s madness: heads 
of state driven to the doors in 
black cars with tinted windows; 
the sardine can-packed crowd of 
journalists systematically yelling 
and shoving each other around, 
to get a prized sound byte or 
photo of the person about to 
emerge from the car and walk 
ten feet towards the lobby doors; 
and Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez’s entrance–and pause to 
chat with the media–that almost 
caused a stampede.

By day two, it became clear 
that while some Ministers were 
open to chatting informally, 
others were not. I contemplated, 
first-hand, how my efforts to reach 
our Prime Minister only managed 
to elicit a wave and a smile–as he 
climbed into an SUV. Indeed, the 
only opportunity journalists had to 
question Stephen Harper–known 
for his strict limits to media 
access–was a press conference.

Entering the room, I was told 
that the closest I could sit was the 
fifth row back; the first few were 
“reserved”–though mainly empty.

Harper spoke for 10 minutes, 
most often referring to his goal 
of opening up free trade in the 
Americas. He then “opened the 
floor” to questions, i.e.; taking 
one from each reporter in a select 
group of Canadian journalists 
seated up front: in attendance 
were writers from CBC, CP, 
CanWest and Radio-Canada.

In his speech, the PM 
acknowledged the “distinctly 
different” approach of some of 
the other leaders present, notably 
the Bolivarian Alternative for 
the Americas (ALBA)–a group 
consisting of Bolivia, Venezuela, 
Dominica, Honduras, Nicaragua, 

Cuba, and Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines–but he said he was 
confident that they were “a small 
number of countries on a very 
different track than the rest of us.”

Ecuadorian President Rafael 
Correa, prior to his election, had 
also signed a joint agreement with 
Hugo Chavez to join ALBA, but 
had ultimately refused to commit, 
until a sudden change of heart 
in June of this year (two months 
after the Summit). There is some 
speculation about his reason for 
the about-face, though his recent 
re-election and heading off an 
impeding economic crisis are 
possible factors. Interestingly 
enough, in its Summit analysis, 

the Washington-based Council on 
Hemispheric Affairs notes that in 
2008, the year of Correa’s refusal, 
the Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB) promised his country 
a line of credit of $150 million.

That Saturday evening, 
Correa and Harper met for a 
closed door meeting, one that 
Canadian Minister of State for 
the Americas Peter Kent called “a 
good session.” Having coerced my 
way into the delegation-only area 
where such encounters take place, 
I convinced–with some effort–a 
member of the PM’s entourage 
to allow me to photograph the 
typical, post-meeting handshake.

Back to the earlier press 

conference. “I’ve spoken with 
Central American leaders who are 
very eager to push forward aggres-
sively,” continued Harper. “We are 
negotiating free trade agreements, 
but we have also established good 
solid trade [talks] with Panama, 
with CARICOM [Caribbean 
Community]... Virtually all of 
these countries put a high priority 
on opening up markets.”

The overall tone of the 
conference was firmly established 
and the journalists respected their 
opportunity to ask one question 
and one question only. By the 
time it wrapped up, an anti-
climactic lull hung in the air like 
the humidity outside.

Instead of using the opportu-
nity to question the beneficiaries 
of Harper’s free trade policies, for 
example, inquiries merely floated 
on the surface of the summit’s 
activities: what was said, what 
progress was made, and the PM’s 
thoughts on Cuban-American 
relations.

Harper himself perhaps even 
alluded to the superficial nature of 
the conference, noting afterward 
he was surprised no one asked him 
about his meeting with President 
Obama. He then listed off topics 
the two chatted about.

Non-delegation journalists, 
and non-Canadian journalists, 
were not offered the opportunity 
to ask questions. “That’s not fair,” 
voiced one local journalist to his 
colleagues after the conference. 
“You come to the Caribbean...”

To an already skeptical 
budding journalist, this select 
group of embedded reporters held 
the access key to the PM. Plus, 
in the context of the combined 
restrictions of the Summit and the 
Prime Minster’s office (PMO), 
it was the only key. Thus, as the 
names present popped up as 
bylines across Canadian media 
that weekend, personal and profes-
sional reservations about such 
methods grew louder.

Wasn’t this a link between 
state and press, one that–by virtue 
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Picture a paper plate. On the 
plate you’ve got some bite-sized 
quiche, a little cube of cheese, and 
fingers of tooth pick-skewered 
meats. You’re looking at a plateful 
of mini-meals. Sarah Steinberg’s 
tip of the iceberg collection, We 
Could Be Like That Couple... is like 
this dinner of hors d’oeuvres–her 
stories are Spartan, salty. They’d go 
well with booze.

The title of the first story, 
“We Could Be Like That Couple 
From That Movie That Was 
Playing Sometime” sets the tone of 
the book: wistful, colloquial, ironic. 
And it spoke to me immediately: 
“Do you know how it feels when 
you need a certain taste in your 
mouth and instead you have, like, 
the opposite of that flavour in 
your mouth and all you want, in 
that instant, is whatever it is that’s 
going to satisfy that craving?”

Having one thing but 

wanting another makes wanting 
a kind of having all its own. We 
Could Be Like That Couple’s parade 
of characters express their desires 
and dissatisfaction slant-wise. They 
don’t gripe, they just notice how 
things are off, how routine details 
take up so much space in their 
lives that their expectations get 
blurred.

The narrators consistently fit 
their stories: in the tragi-comedy 
“You Think It’s Like This But 
Really It’s Like This,” Rhonda, 
who lisps, appears “hand shoved 
deep inside the mouth of her 
purse,” rummaging for a tissue. 
She’s at a vernissage and her eyes 
are leaking. She’s hot for a teacher, 
who’s there, coincidentally. Maybe 
Rhonda’s stalking him, maybe 
she’s imagining they’re having a 
relationship. Professor Halle asks 
if Rhonda’s all right. She answers–
with a line that puts Dirty 
Dancing’s “I carried a watermelon” 
to shame–“It’th okay. I jutht can’t 
control my eye excrethionth.”

Uncomfortable, long-suf-
fering, judgemental and moving, 
Steinberg writes with a sharp, 
strong voice. Her stories often end 
with a shift from specific details to 
big ideas–a horizon, vertigo, loss, 
or a near-miss. There’s a breathing 
pace to the collection, and the 
way text is set on the page–sparse 
paragraphs with justified margins 
all cut by an asterisk–gives the 
prose room. It looks like a René 
Gladman text but reads more like 
Mary Gaitskill or Joyce Carol 
Oates.

We Could Be Like That 
Couple... is one scrappy, skinny 
book. I’d like more. This won’t hold 
me ‘til suppertime.

–Melissa Bull

Cover letters are a consis-
tently depressing form of writing. 
After I finished a master’s degree, 
I spent almost a year finding new 
ways to say, “Choose me! I’m 
good! And desperate… horribly 
desperate!” Eventually I found 
work in parking lots, mail rooms, 
and a cowboy-hat factory before 
giving up and retreating to law 
school.

And that style of writing 
was all I really expected from 
Overqualified, a collection of 
cover letters by Toronto writer 
Joey Comeau. The angst and 
misfortunes of job searching can 
be amusing and predictable. But 
Comeau doesn’t get bogged down 
in the usual cover-letter routine 
beyond a few introductory lines to 
each letter. Instead, he spills out 
bits of autobiography, dream-
scapes, perversions, and generally 
unleashes his id in a manner 
guaranteed to never land him a job 
of any sort.

Comeau takes the structure 
of a cover letter and completely 
removes himself from the 
job-searching context. We don’t 
learn much about what Comeau 
does for a living or if he’s looking 
for a job at all. We learn in gritty 
detail that his brother Adrian 
recently died in a car accident, his 
Acadian grandmother refuses to 
speak to him in French, and he’s 
got a girlfriend named Susan who 
he feels reluctant and relieved to 
love. He’s a self-confessed pervert 
who wouldn’t trust himself with 
a webcam. His dreams mix sex 
and violence. On top of that, John 
Wayne apparently calls him crying 
in the middle of the night.

A novelty act? Well, sure. The 
idea of making a book out of cover 
letters isn’t a grand innovation. 
But Comeau’s skill is to weave his 
life story, including its neurotic 
undercurrents, around a literary 
structure that encourages us all 
to sound like duller people, not 
to mention dull writers. These 
rambling cover letters are utterly 
bizarre, but they also present 
their author’s genuine complexity. 
Overqualified never unravels into 
an angst-soaked diary, even when 
it comes close. There is a compel-
ling tension behind each letter 
which makes the book consistent 
and weirdly enjoyable.

–Shane Patrick Murphy

Literature

Overqualified
Joey Comeau
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We Could Be Like That 
Couple...

Sarah Steinberg
Insomniac Press, 2008
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by chris scott

MONTREAL–Located in 
downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s 
largest jail looks like a stage piece: 
a blue and white fortress with high 
walls and square turrets of the type 
favoured by operatic drama.

But inside the compound–
guarded by UN soldiers and 
protected by an Armored 
Personnel Carrier–a tragedy of a 
more contemporary and mundane 
sort is playing out.

Constructed in 1918 by US 
Marines eager to consolidate their 
occupation of Haiti, the National 
Penitentiary was designed to 
hold eight hundred prisoners. 
With only minor expansions 
since then, the facility now crams 
four thousand male inmates into 
an area of two thousand square 
meters.

At a density of two detainees 
per square meter, conditions in the 
jail are undercut by four times the 
minimum standard established 
by the International Red Cross, 
which calls for an allowance of 
two square meters per inmate.

Eyewitness accounts paint 
the picture of a packed environ-
ment inside the cell blocks, 
with prisoners’ health further 
undermined by poor lighting and 
ventilation, a vitamin-deficient 
diet, and the prevalence of 
communicable diseases such as 
tuberculosis.

Since the overthrow of Haiti’s 
democracy in 2004, the country’s 
prison population has more than 
doubled, rising from 3,500 shortly 
before the departure of President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide to 8,000 
today.

Haitian human rights lawyer 
Evel Fanfan estimates that six 
thousand people were arrested in 
Port-au-Prince because of their 
political loyalties in March 2004, 
the month following Aristide’s 
ousting. Although some were 
released soon afterward, since that 
time both the Haitian police and 
the UN peacekeepeing mission 
MINUSTAH have conducted 

aggressive operations in poor 
sectors of the capital, drag-netting 
youth at a faster rate than the 
Haitian judicial system can 
process.

Brian Concannon, a lawyer 
who directs an Oregon-based 
Haiti solidarity organization, 
describes a typical Haitian inmate:

“They are almost all poor,” 
responds Concannon. Over 80 
per cent have not been convicted 
of anything. Many don’t have a 
lawyer, most have been tortured.”

Concannon’s group, 
the Institute for Justice and 
Democracy in Haiti, works 
in association with the Port-
au-Prince based Bureau of 
International Lawyers (B.A.I), 
an advocacy group which was 
financed by Haiti’s elected govern-
ment until its funding was cut 
following the 2004 coup.

Visiting the B.A.I. office, 
I met my first case study of the 
post-coup Haiti incarceration 
pattern: Michaelle LaFrance, a 

former TV journalist who says 
she was arrested for wearing 
dreadlocks. Seated in the shaded 
courtyard of the building, 
LaFrance does her best to convey 
to me the atmosphere of class 
tension that gripped Port-au-
Prince during the weeks before 
President Aristide’s overthrow.

Because Aristide invested 
in social spending, and applied 
protectionist measures to sustain 
Haiti’s economy, he remained 
popular with the poor. He also 
drew the ire of neoliberal-minded 
donor nations, including the US 
and Canada, which moved to 
undermine him by channeling 
money to middle class-based 
opposition groups. In a repeat 
of scenes seen in Venezuela and 
elsewhere, affluent Haitians 
flooded the streets of the capital, 
calling the elected government 
illegitimate, and demanding 
Aristide’s resignation. During this 
period, telejournalist LaFrance was 
physically assaulted while covering 

an opposition demonstration.
Following Aristide’s 

departure on February 29th, a 
posse of former Haitian soldiers 
aligned with the middle-class 
opposition occupied the city. The 
names of wanted persons were 
read on the radio, and anyone 
or anything associated with 
grassroots activism immediately 
became suspect.

Shortly after February 29, 
recalls LaFrance, who was 24 at 
the time, “The police came to my 
house. They took everything.”

She describes the feelings of 
fear and uncertainty that prevailed 
on her during the three days she 
spent confined at the local police 
station. “I wrote on the wall ‘God 
help me’,” she says.”I thought two 
things: either they’d kill me, or I’d 
be out in a few years.”

Denounced by a neighbour, 
LaFrance says her dreadlocks 
stigmatized her because they 
were interpreted as a statement of 
loyalty to the poorer classes. Social 

Foreign Policy
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Haiti’s National Penitentiary. Darren Ell
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profiling stories are common in a 
context where both the Haitian 
police and members of the 
hastily-constructed UN mission–
dominated by the same countries 
that helped undercut Aristide–
accept a middle-class narrative 
portraying Aristide’s followers as 
a violent mob that needs to be 
controlled by force.

Many of the men and women 
clogging Haiti’s jail system are 
in fact minor casualties in the 
campaign of class repression. 
Arrested during an anti-gang 
sweep, fingered by a neighbour, or 
picked up for talking too loudly 
or angrily, they are warehoused for 
months to years while awaiting 
trial on vague or difficult-to-prove 
charges such as “associating with 
miscreants.” In the case of known 
political organizers, however, the 
charges can be more specific.

Ronald Dauphin, now 43 and 
Haiti’s longest-serving prisoner, 
was arrested by paramilitaries 
on March 1, 2004, the day after 
President Aristide was forced from 
office. A member of Aristide’s 
party and a port official from 
the city of Saint Marc, Dauphin 
was accused of participating in 
a massacre which reportedly 
occurred when anti-government 
paramilitaries clashed with police 
outside Saint Marc on February 
11. Through more than five years 
of incarceration, Dauphin has 
maintained his innocence. The case 
has never gone to trial.

Dauphin’s twenty seven 
co-accused in the case include 
former Prime Minister Yvon 
Neptune, pro-Aristide activists, 
and at least one cabinet member. 
In a pre-trial indictment handed 
down in 2005, many details of 
the Saint Marc incident remain 
fuzzy. The document cites fifty 
killed, but identifies only eight 
casualties from the February 11 
events, and furnishes no evidence 
about the whereabouts of missing 
bodies. Named witnesses claim 
that Dauphin was present during 
the clash, but do not specifically 
link him to either of the offenses 
for which he is accused: murder 
or arson. Writing in French, 
investigating Judge Cluny-Jules 
instead argues that Dauphin has 
been denounced by “la clameur 
publique,” broadly translatable as 

by rumour.
While most observers do not 

dispute that some sort of armed 
conflict arose between members of 
pro- and anti-government forces 
on February 11, it has yet to be 
demonstrated that government 
agents overstepped the bounds 
of a legitimate police action, or 
targeted non-combatants.

I briefly met Dauphin at the 
National Penitentiary in April 
2007, three months after one of 
his co-defendants in the Saint 
Marc (also known as the La 
Scierie) case Wantales Lormejuste, 
died from untreated tuberculosis 
in the same facility. Though there 
were legitimate concerns about 
Dauphin’s health–he suffers from 
a prostate condition–in 2007 he 
looked alert and was standing on 
two feet.

In the intervening two years 
Dauphin’s well-being has declined 
dramatically.

Traveling to Haiti in April 
2009 as part of a union delegation, 
California teacher Seth Donnely 
heard disturbing reports that 
Dauphin suffered from an acute, 
untreated illness. Accompanied by 
other delegates, Donnely arrived at 
the National Penitentiary on April 
16 for a scheduled visit.

Upon arrival, he says, 
“Dauphin was in fact very ill. 
He had to be carried out in the 
courtyard by other prisoners...
During our visit, he collapsed. 
[He] was unconscious with his 
eyes wide open. He was not 
responding to pressure that was 
being applied by the health care 
professionals [there were two 
nurses on the delegation] to his 
sternum.”

In spite of complaints about 
headaches and abdominal pain, 
Dauphin had not been authorized 
to leave the jail for medical 
treatment. The nurses concluded 
that Dauphin “may have a septic 
infection that was spreading 
through his upper body.”

Many of Haiti’s grassroots 
activists believe that extending 
pre-trial detention is a government 
tactic to neutralize or even kill 
unwelcome political actors without 
the worry of having to build a 
legal case against them.

According to documents 
released to researcher Anthony 

Fenton under an access to 
information request, in March 
2004, a Haitian NGO known as 
the National Coalition for Haitian 
Rights (NCHR) asked for and 
received $100 000 from Canada’s 
development agency to prosecute 
the authors of the alleged 
massacre of La Scierie. NCHR’s 
membership had previously stated 
a position which identified it 
closely with the anti-Aristide 

camp. In its funding request the 
NCHR promised to disburse 
money through a “victims” fund 
to citizens who had suffered from 
political violence in Saint Marc.

The incidents that were 
eligible for compensation were 
limited to those which had 
occurred from February 9 to 29, 
excluding victims of the wave of 
violence against Aristide support-
ers that crested after the fall of the 
government on February 29.

Using Canada’s money, the 
NCHR thus conducted a publicity 
and legal campaign to push for 
the incarceration of pro-Aristide 
actors. But neither the NCHR 
nor the Canadian government 
has subsequently pushed for a 
trial, suggesting that open-ended 
detention, rather than due legal 
process, may be what they’re after.

Scratch the surface of the 
debate on how to improve jail 
conditions in Haiti, and two 
different tactics emerge: increase 
the amount of floor space by 
expanding or constructing jails, or 
reduce the number of prisoners 
by releasing those held on vague 
suspicions or for petty crimes.

While the latter approach 
is favoured by social justice 
advocates, Canada and most 
big donors see “security” and 
the elimination of crime as the 
overriding priority for Haiti. This 
“security” priority requires more 
state investment in jail-building, 

and training police and judges. 
The logic behind this elaborate 
investment strategy is that 
foreign investors–especially in 
the manufacturing sector–will be 
attracted when they feel safe and 
to achieve this, Haiti must tackle 
criminality by disbanding gangs. 
In the years after the 2004 coup, a 
series of high-profile kidnappings, 
sometimes of foreigners, gave 
Haiti a bad name, and may have 
scared off investment.

According to many Haitians, 
the problem of security has been 
sensationalized so as to justify 
class-based repression. Most of 
those imprisoned are extremely 
poor and have been the victims of 
social and political profiling. Many 
prisoners are being held for petty 
crimes for which they would not 
have been targeted if it was not for 
their low social status.

Patrick Elie, a Port-au-
Prince-based activist and former 
cabinet member, sees the path 
to economic development in 
Haitian-based agriculture, rather 
than investor-based manufactur-
ing. According to Elie, most 
of Haiti’s current crime is 
poverty-related, and for this reason 
investing in incarceration as a 
deterrent is a futile exercise. Jail 
construction and security measures 
are expensive, and gobble up scarce 
resources that could otherwise be 
invested in schools or agriculture, 
helping to reduce poverty in the 
long term.

“When you have 70 per cent 
unemployment, and you build 
more jails, you’ll be building jails 
‘til Kingdom come.”

With Haiti still occupied by 
UN soldiers, the made-in-Canada 
ideology seems dominant for the 
time being. Under international 
pressure, the government of 
President Rene Preval, who 
succeeded Aristide, has promised 
to double the number of Haitian 
police officers, from 7,000 to 
14,000 by 2011. Similarly, a 
quick glance at CIDA’s website 
shows that a high number of big 
ticket projects funded in Haiti 
are directed toward “governance 
measures,” including a com-
mitment to build a new police 
academy at the cost of $18.1 
million by 2014.

They are warehoused 
for months to years 
while awaiting trial 
on vague or difficult-
to-prove charges such 
as “associating with 
miscreants.”
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by dave Markland

VANCOUVER–With the ongoing 
enlargement of US forces in 
Afghanistan–expected to include 
a 29 per cent increase in special 
forces–observers reasonably expect 
a corresponding rise in violence in 
that country. But if history is any 
guide, the augmented firepower 
may also bring more of a particular 
brand of counterinsurgency.

As early as 2007, reports 
emerged of a vicious special forces 
attack on civilians in Helmand 
province. Villagers from Toube, 
in a remote area near the Pakistan 
border, claimed that foreign special 
forces along with Afghan soldiers 
entered the village in a helicopter 
late at night and proceeded to 
enter homes and kill civilians on 
the spot.

Locals interviewed by 
Afghan journalists “spoke 
consistently of soldiers breaking 
down doors, shooting children and 
cutting throats,” and claimed as 
many as 18 civilians were killed. 
The accusations were ignored by 
the international press.

In Winston Churchill’s 
day, such tactics were known as 
“butcher and bolt” operations and 
involved indiscriminate attacks 
on Pashtun villages, leaving 
crops and homes burned. Circa 
1897, the young Churchill’s unit, 
stationed on the edge of British 
India, were practitioners of the 
art. Later in his career, Churchill 
would recommend their use, by 
name, against the coastal towns of 
occupied Europe.

But savagery against the 
Afghan enemy was a feature of 
British policy from day one, going 
back to the First Anglo-Afghan 
War, whose failures would be 
repeated twice more at 40-year 
intervals.

The First Anglo-Afghan War 
ended in 1842 with a storm of 
English revenge for an infamous 
incident where the British garrison 
forces at Kabul were massacred 
as they retreated. The “Army of 
Retribution,” led by General Nott, 
was duly dispatched from British 

India for the purpose of “re-
establishing our reputation,” in the 
words of the Governor General. 
With their reputation at stake 
the British forces set to work, and 
several months of savagery reached 
its climax in an attack on a village 
north of Kabul where British-led 
forces killed every adult male and 
raped and killed many women.

The Second Anglo-Afghan 
War saw General Roberts’ still-
remembered “reign of terror” in 
Kabul. In 1880, as the war was 
winding down, Pashtun forces 
met the British in Helmand in 
the Battle of Maiwand, wiping 
them out. The retreating Brits then 
occupied the city of Kandahar, 
ousting its 8000 civilian inhabit-

ants while they prepared retribu-
tion.

Despite history’s lessons, and 
in the face of Afghan opposition, 
US president Barack Obama is 
going to ramp up the war. “Most 
of the Afghans interviewed,” 
writes veteran correspondent 
Pamela Constable, “said they 
would prefer a negotiated settle-
ment with the insurgents to an 
intensified military campaign.”

Skeptical responses to the 
surge don’t end with its civilian 
recipients. Even some American 
officers and military theorists who 
championed the surge doctrine’s 
use in Iraq are “divided” over 
its applicability in Afghanistan, 
according to counterinsurgency 

specialist Andrew Exum.
Neither is it the case that 

troop surges have not yet been 
tried in the current conflict. The 
results have been consistent–
namely, an increase in insurgent 
violence commensurate with the 
build-up of foreign troops in the 
country. Civilian casualties have 
inevitably followed the surge in 
violence, hence the opposition of 
the Afghan population to another 
troop surge. There is little reason 
to expect a different result this 
time around.

This apparent disconnect 
between tactics and expected 
results has spread, along with 
the war, into Pakistan. A recent 
New York Times report cites 
“CIA veterans” in Pakistan who 
warn that Predator strikes “won’t 
undermine, and may promote, 
the psychology of anti-American 
militancy” which is already on the 
rise.

While civilian casualties 
are widely considered the most 
important determinant of success 
for the counterinsurgency effort, 
there too the US-led war machine 
is out of touch. While we are 
regretful when we kill civilians, 
goes the Pentagon line, we must 
remember that we do so by 
accident. The Taliban, on the other 
hand, do so on purpose, revealing 
the depths of evil in which they 
lurk.

Yet Pashtun civilians see 
it decidedly differently. In their 
view, violence against civilians is 
mainly the fault of the US/NATO 
occupation. As a correspondent 
with substantial recent experience 
in the country explains, “[I]t does 
not matter if the victim was killed 
by the Taliban, US forces or Nato 
soldiers. Relatives of the dead now 
usually blame the government and 
the occupation for their loss.”

Nor does the highest law of 
the land support the Pentagon 
stance. International law makes 
no distinction between deliber-
ate attacks on civilians, which 
western military leaders often 
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Butcher and Bolt
Why “special forces” fail in Afghanistan, from Churchill to Obama

A Seabee assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 
weathers a mild sand storm in Helmand, an Afghan province near 
the border with Pakistan. Larry Zou / Creative Commons 2.0

continued on page 20
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by carmelle wolfson

EAST JERUSALEM–”More than 
twenty-five people were arrested 
today in Beit Ummar,” says a 
Canadian member of the Inter-
national Solidarity Movement 
(ISM), who sits behind me in 
a Ramallah auditorium in the 
West Bank. In front of me in the 
Friends School Hall, writer Naomi 
Klein prepares to speak to about 
500 internationals, intellectuals, 
activists, NGO workers and jour-
nalists packed into the auditorium 
meant to seat 350. Spectators 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder at the 
back of the hall; a handful crouch 
in the aisles.

“Last week the same thing 
happened,” explains the ISM 
activist.

The police had arrested 
eight activists from Ta’ayush, an 
Israeli human rights organization, 
although they had documentation 
from the Israeli Supreme Court 
proving the military isn’t allowed 
to shut off agricultural areas. 
Bat Ayin settlers uprooted over 
100 trees near Beit Ummar in 
late June, reported The Palestine 
Media Center. The Israeli Army’s 
response was to name the area 
a closed military zone. Anyone 
going in and out of the area would 
be arrested.

The Bat Ayin settlement 
is within Gush Etzion, one of 
the largest Israeli settlement 
blocks. The region, southwest of 
Bethlehem, is the most agricul-
turally fertile land in the West 
Bank. According to the spiritual 
beliefs of religious Jewish settlers, 
all of British Mandate Palestine 
should be returned to the Jews. 
This includes the West Bank, or 
what they call by the biblical term 
Judea and Samaria. The settlement 
of Bat Ayin is home to the “Bat 
Ayin Underground,” a group that 
plotted the bombing of a Palestin-
ian girls’ school in East Jerusalem 
in 2002.

International Palestinian soli-
darity workers and Israeli human 
rights activists have been escorting 
farmers from Beit Ummar to their 

agricultural lands near Hebron to 
protect them from violent attacks 
by nearby Israeli settlers.

Settler attacks, military 
arrests, and uprooted trees 
(which are a means of sustenance, 
livelihood and spirituality) are 
daily realities for Palestinians 
since Israel occupied the West 
Bank in 1967 and radical religious 
Jewish settlers began setting up 
outposts across the West Bank. 
Concurrently, on the other side 
of the separation barrier–which 
will stretch more than 700 km 
when completed–Jewish Israelis 
live without such disturbances. 
The Israeli Security Agency Shin 
Bet admitted in May that there 
is no security reason to continue 
building the wall, declared illegal 
by the International Court of 
Justice five years ago. Nonetheless 
construction continues.

Klein’s talk in Ramallah 
(full transcript here) heralds the 
first coordinated speaking tour 
in Israel/Palestine promoting the 
boycott of Israeli cultural and 
academic institutions. Palestinian 
civil society first called for a broad 
boycott, divestments and sanctions 
against Israel in 2005. The boycott 
demands Israel honour UN Reso-
lution 194 and end the occupation 
and colonization of all Arab lands, 
dismantle the separation barrier, 
and recognize as equal the rights 
of Arab-Palestinian citizens of 
Israel and the right of refugees to 
return to their homes.

Klein blushes as Mustafa 
Barghouti of the Palestinian 
Initiative lauds her as a woman of 
her word for participating in the 
weekly nonviolent demonstration 
against the separation barrier in 
the border town of Bil’in. The 
barbed wire fence annexes over 50 
per cent of Bil’in’s land to Israel. 
This has allowed two Canadian-
registered companies, Green Park 
and Green Mount, to construct 
settlements on the annexed land. 
A Quebec judge is currently delib-
erating on whether to hear Bil’in’s 
case against the companies, which 
argues that their actions violate 
international law by transferring 

civilians onto occupied territory.
“There is a debate among 

Jews–I’m a Jew by the way,” Klein 
tells the audience in Ramallah. 
“Whether the lesson of the 
Holocaust should be ‘never again’ 
to anyone, or ‘never again to us.’” 
For Klein the answer is clear. 
Growing up Jewish in Toronto, 
she first became active in the social 
justice movement as a student 
at the University of Toronto, 
where she occupied administra-
tive offices to call for divestment 
from apartheid South Africa. 
“It is precisely because of what 
we experienced as Jews that we 
must denounce racism, denounce 
systems of segregation wherever 
they crop up, even and especially 
when they crop up amongst our 
own,” says Klein.

As Israeli attacks on 
Palestinians have escalated, Israeli 
trade relations haven’t suffered, 
but deepened, says Klein. There’s 
a reason there is no motivation 
for peace, she explains: People in 
Israel can live normal lives.

The economy, built on 
homeland security, is thriving, says 
Klein. “The Occupied Territories 
are the laboratory and [...] the 
Palestinian people are the test 
market for these technologies.” 
Israeli companies like Elbit 
Systems, who built the “apartheid 
wall” in the West Bank, are 
selling their expertise to the US 
government. The main subcontract 
for a network of sensors, guard 
towers and electrified fences on 
the Canada-US and US-Mexico 
borders went to Elbit, Klein 
reports.

“We are challenging the idea 
of normalization because when 
a film that you really want to see 
isn’t playing in the Jerusalem Film 
Festival, when a conference you 
wanted to go to isn’t going to 
happen in Tel Aviv because people 
have decided that they are not 
going to have it there, that chal-
lenges such a central part of Israeli 
identity,” explains Klein. This, she 
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by stefan christoff

MONTREAL–Each year in June 
the UN marks the International 
Day in Support of Torture 
Victims. However, numerous 
UN member states continue to 
practice torture–in many cases, 
openly. Political contradictions 
here abound, nuzzled between 
the horror of torture as a politi-
cally administered reality and the 
apparent international consensus 
in opposition to torture.

Canada is one country where 
political links to torture in recent 
years are unmistakable.

From the haunting testimo-
nials from Canadian Omar Khadr 
who remains at Guantanamo 
Bay in Cuba, to the widely 
documented torture of Canadian 
Maher Arar in a Syrian prison, 
torture is key in Canada’s political 
relationship to the world since 
9/11.

“Today, a very specific 
narrative on torture is circulating 
in Canada,” outlined Sherene 
Razack, professor at University of 
Toronto and celebrated author of 
multiple books on race issues in 
the law.

“The narrative that torture 
works and that it is necessary is 
gaining prominence more than it 
ever has before–claims that have 
really gone unchallenged in the 
popular media, which is really very 
dangerous for our society,” she told 
The Dominion by phone.

Abousfian Abdelrazik is a 
Canadian who can speak directly 
to Canada’s take on torture.

Abdelrazik was imprisoned 
in Sudan, where he was tortured. 
He is now at the epicentre of a 
grassroots campaign that recently 
pressed the government to 
repatriate Abdelrazik from Sudan, 
a citizenship right denied by suc-
cessive Canadian governments.

According to Canada’s 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 
“every citizen of Canada has the 
right to enter, remain in and leave 
Canada.” These rights were denied 
to Abdelrazik. In June, after six 
years in exile, he returned to 

Montreal when a key ruling from 
a federal court judge forced the 
government to respect Abdel-
razik’s right of return to Canada.

“I traveled to Sudan to visit 
my sick mother; without telling 
me, agents from CSIS recom-
mended to Sudan that I should be 
arrested,” explained Abdelrazik. 
“I was thrown in prison because 
Canada asked, imprisoned [and] 
beaten. I was tortured.”

Beyond the false intelligence 
from Canada leading to Abdel-
razik’s imprisonment and torture 
in Sudan, the direct role that the 
Canadian government played in 
Abdelrazik’s torture is the most 
arresting factor in his case.

“The Canadian govern-
ment knows that Sudan tortures 
prisoners but it did not help me,” 
outlined Abdelrazik. “Instead, the 
Canadian government sent CSIS 
agents to interrogate me in the 
prison.”

Today, Abdelrazik is 
demanding redress from the 
Canadian government.

“I want those people who 
play a role in this matter to 
face justice, not because I seek 
revenge,” Abdelrazik explained to 
the press shortly after returning 
to Montreal. “I want this not to 
happen to any Canadian.”

Abdelrazik is now struggling 
for a full restoration of his citizen-
ship rights in Canada. Due to 
claims that Abdelrazik maintains 
associations to Al-Quada, radical 
allegations which have never 
been proven in court, Abdelrazik 
remains on the United Nations’ 
terrorist watch-list. This prohibits 
him from holding a bank account 
or accepting any kind of financial 
assistance, including employment 
wages in Canada.

Denying Abdelrazik a 
passport was a clear breach of 
Canada’s Citizenship Act, and 

serious criticism has been leveled 
against successive Canadian 
governments for it.

Abdelrazik’s case is one 
example of how the Canadian 
state is turning its security arsenal 
against citizens. Another is the 
government’s “security certificate” 
program, currently directed 
towards five permanent residents 
of Ontario and Quebec.

In 2003 Canadian security 
forces seized Adil Charkaoui in 
a highly publicized arrest, issuing 
a security certificate against him. 
This sparked a popular campaign 
across Canada to abolish the legis-
lation, which allows the indefinite 
detention and eventual deporta-
tion of terror suspects without a 
public presentation of evidence.

After more than four years in 
prison, without ever knowing the 
charges against him, Charkaoui 
was released on severe conditions, 

Feature

Torture, a Canadian Value?
Ottawa’s complicity in torture merits a national discussion

Nidal Elkhairy

continued on page 24



11The Dominion, August 2009 — Issue #62

by stewart steinhauer

KUTENAI TERRITORY, TURTLE 
ISLAND–The genocide of 
Indigenous Peoples inside the 
territories claimed by Canada 
doesn’t end until Canada de-
colonizes. As Jean-Paul Sartre 
recognized when he focused the 
intellectual power of european 
philosophy onto the subject of 
european colonization, colonialism 
equals genocide. As long as the 
fair folk of the Canadian State 
have a colonial relationship with 
the territorial Indigenous Peoples, 
then the genocide continues. 
Canadians left, right and center 
do not actively advocate genocide. 
However, there exists an uncon-
scious denial of what Canadians 
conveniently do not have to 
witness at close range, thanks 
to several centuries of apartheid 
social organization.

Over the past several months, 
the media collective that calls 
itself The Dominion has gener-
ously offered me a space in the 
margins to talk to the few of you 
who happen by. If you’ve been 
following me, we’ve crossed the 
invisible apartheid border, looked 
at the forms of political economy 
that require apartheid, and had 
a brief glance at an indigenous 
socialism from Turtle Island’s past. 
The ideas I’ve been sharing with 
you aren’t my ideas. In cultures 
with an oral tradition, the great 
libraries of knowledge are held 
within the ranks of the living, and 
I’m grateful to those librarians 
who have gathered, and then 
passed on to me, some of the 
enormous storehouse of indig-
enous knowledge. Now I, in turn, 
am passing fragments to you.

The current phase of the 
genocide of Indigenous Peoples 
will not end by fiddling with the 
details and single instances of 
the mechanics of the genocide, 
for instance addictions, or 
suicide, or lateral violence. These 
are symptoms, not causes. For 
example, I don’t believe that 
addictions are a problem of the 
individual, but are individuals’ 

reactions to the cause of the 
genocide. Colonialism. The 
entire relationship between our 
euro-ancestry sisters and brothers, 
and the remnants of our own 
societies, indigenous to Turtle 
Island, is colonial. The structure 
of modernity, with a representa-
tive democracy funded by and 
responsible to a capitalist economy, 
based on an extractive, exploitative, 
minimalist relationship with the 
natural environment, is colonial. 
Colonialism kills Indigenous 
Peoples.

An indigenous method of 
problem solving involves moving 
towards the desired solution, 
rather than away from the 
perceived problem. Many indige-
nous knowledge bases propose that 
human intention has actuating 
power in the physical world; we 
affect whatever we place our inten-
tions on, through our conscious 
attention. If we place our attention 
on our problems, because we want 
to repair those problem areas, 
we unintentionally increase the 

level of energy flowing to the 
problem areas. Over uncounted 
millennia, this observed pattern 
has resulted in an indigenous 
social program of focusing on the 
desired outcome, a group behavior 
that some european somewhere 
called spiritual. In Dios, literally 
“In God.” However, I believe that 
euro-centric notions of spirituality 
are as far off base as euro-centric 
notions of what addictions are, for 
the same reasons.

Practicing my indigenous 
knowledge, I conjure an intention: 
humans as indigenous to the 
actual physical place where we 
each are, right now. I feel this 
“indigenaiety” as a relationship, 
signaled by the pull of gravity to 
my great Mother, the earth. You, 
reading these words, can feel this 
pull, too. Don’t let the illusion of 
cyberspace or printspace throw 
you off balance; call to your 
floating mind with your heart 
and flow into the physical pull. In 
Dios. Without the human-made 
confusion about God and Man.

The French called us the 
“Cris,” the cryers, from the 
ceremonial action of making a 
specific sound set with voice, a 
syncopated counter-rhythm heard 
during many lodge-type ceremo-
nies. In our own language we are 
known as the four-part beings, 
referencing the mental, emotional, 
physical and spiritual aspects of 
being human.

These four aspects are in 
motion. When they are balanced, 
you get a smooth ride. Riding 
the spinning wheel of these four 
aspects–call it a four directions 
medicine wheel–I conjure an 
intention: indigenizing Canada. 
Having this torture session 
stop would be nice. Ending the 
genocide would be great. But 
that’s not where to put my good 
energy, my builder’s energy, my 
creative energy. So I call with a 
Cree cry into the space between 
your heartbeats, the drum beat of 
Mother Earth, syncopated: let’s 
build social power, you and I.

Traveling the pathway 
from apartheid modernity to 
an indigenous socialism for the 
21st century calls for walkers, 
each walking in our own way, but 
together, in the same direction. 
The footprints in the grass are 
already outlining a pathway, from 
the Mayan Zapatistas to the 
Bolivian MAS to the Bolivarian 
Revolution in Venezuela. Even 
from here I can faintly see the 
emerging outlines of a communal 
council system that someday will 
organically overgrow colonial 
forms of political economy.

In my ancient culture, the 
extended family was the core of 
the regional governance system, 
with female Elders gently guiding 
the whole process. A cross-linked 
communal council system existed 
inside the extended family 
structure. One organic possibility 
for Canada’s future is the re-
emergence of extended, family-
based, communal councils, where, 
for instance, Canadian youth, if 
faced with dysfunctional families 
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Genocide doesn’t end until decolonization

“Star woman,” sculpture by Stewart Steinhauer. Stewart Steinhauer
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by allan lissner 

TORONTO-The City of Toronto is 
struggling to cope with an ongoing housing 
crisis, according to The Toronto Report 
Card on Housing and Homelessness, 
published by the City of Toronto. The study 
reveals that 550,000 residents are living in 
poverty–that’s roughly 25% of the city’s 
population. With few options available to 
them, thousands find themselves living on 
the streets. In 2002, 32,000 people stayed 
in Toronto’s emergency shelters; 4,779 of 
these were children. Well-over 500 people 
have died on the streets as a result of being 
homeless. With the financial crisis being felt 
around the world, there are no indications 
the situation is improving. For one of the 
wealthiest cities in the world, how is this 
allowed to happen?

The following photos tell the stories 
of a few of the people who have found 
themselves losing control over their lives, 
living in government housing or on the 
streets, as well as some people who are 
raising questions about the City’s priorities 
and looking for solutions themselves.

Photo Essay

Toronto 
Housing Crisis

top: S.T. has been on disability insurance since 
he was 18 years old because of heart, weight and 
breathing problems. He uses an old respirator here to 
catch his breath after climbing the stairs to his small 
apartment. “I would love to get a job and everything 
else, but I am not capable because of the sickness 
in my body and people don’t understand that.” His 
disability pay is just enough to cover rent, leaving him 
with just $250 a month to survive on.

above left: Val has lived in government housing for 
19 years. She has baskets and carpets tacked onto the 
crumbling walls in her apartment to hide the cracks. 
She describes herself, with a dry sense of humor, as 
the curator of the “Tack Art Gallery.” Conditions in 
the building continue to deteriorate, she says: ceilings 
and walls are crumbling, garbage collects in the halls 
attracting vermin, and a number of shootings and 
a recent rape in the building make her feel unsafe. 
The City of Toronto is the landlord, but tenants’ 
complaints have fallen on deaf ears.

above right: Barbara is another tenant of govern-
ment housing. She moved to Canada from Jamaica 
as an adult and started a promising career in early 
childhood development. She lost her job following 
government funding cuts and went to work at a 
grocery chain store, where she injured her back 
lifting heavy boxes. The injury has meant she is 
unable to find employment, forcing her to move this 
cramped one-room apartment. She is one of 70,000 
Torontonians on the city’s waiting list for community 
housing.

Housing activists spent the night of November 19, 2005, on the doorsteps of Toronto’s City Hall in solidarity 
with homeless men, women, and children. They were demanding the City adopt a clear plan to end homeless-
ness in Toronto by 2015.
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clockwise from above: Police officers force housing 
activists away from abandoned buildings. Organized 
by the Ontario Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP), 
activists attempted to enter abandoned buildings in 
Toronto`s upscale High Park neighbourhood in order 
to convert them into affordable housing to alleviate 
the growing housing problem in the city.

Police stand their ground outside abandoned buildings 
to prevent anti-poverty activists from entering the 
buildings. With over 500 people dying on the streets 
of Toronto since 1989 as a result of being homeless, 
housing activists are calling on the City to make use of 
the hundreds of abandoned buildings scattered across 
the city by converting them into safe and affordable 
housing for the poor.

In 2007, The Women Against Poverty Collective 
(WAPC) organized a demonstration and takeover of 
an abandoned building in downtown Toronto. WAPC 
is a group of women and trans-people advocating for 
safe, affordable and accessible housing for women 
experiencing violence. The building being taken over 
is one of hundreds of buildings in downtown Toronto 
that have been sitting empty and unused for years.

above: Throughout the day at the Women’s Housing 
Takeover, the atmosphere was festive, featuring music 
and dance performances. Later in the evening, when 
rain started pouring down, the police made their 
move. They surrounded the activists, kicked aside 
their tents, and began forcing the demonstrators away 
from the building. But the demonstrators refused to 
back down, linking arms and responding to the police 
with songs and chants.

left: Following the initial struggle, rows of police 
and demonstrators squared off in the middle of the 
street, staring each other down, waiting for someone 
to make the next move. Both sides can be seen here 
taunting one another. After a long standoff, mounted 
police charged in from the side causing demonstra-
tors to flee.

concludes on next page
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Abandonment Issues is a 
coalition of housing activists 
fighting to have abandoned 
buildings converted into affordable 
housing. According to the group, 
"Toronto is in the throes of an 
affordable housing crisis that has 
seen thousands of citizens made 
homeless [...] Property that could 
house people is going to waste.

"When communities assert a 
collective right to their own neigh-
borhoods, municipal policy should 
support them, not oppose them."

Allan Lissner is an independent 
photojournalist based in Toronto, Canada. 
Organizations Allan has done work 
with include Amnesty International, 
GlobalAware Independent Media, Oxfam 
Canada and Make Poverty History. 

From previous page

The Dominion’s Fall 2009 General Meeting 
will take place in Montreal at the

Independent Media Centre (2035 St-Laurent)
on September 5, 3:00 pm EST

For details and information on how to participate online, visit:

www.mediacoop.ca/agm

Arctic Fox

In the farthest northern reaches 
of Turtle Island, Asia and Europe, 
right to the shores of the Arctic 
ocean, this extraordinarily hardy 
creature and its brethren hunt 
and wander. To adjust to widely 
varying seasonal temperatures, the 
fox grows a head-to-toe coat thick 
enough to walk on ice without 
freezing, and then sheds massively 
in the spring thaw. Other adapta-
tions include powerful vascular 
circulation and a proportionally 
small surface area. These foxes will 
eat any available meat, but most 
commonly dine on lemmings–
small rodents that share the foxes’ 
circumpolar territory. –DOJ
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by hilary Beaumont

HALIFAX–Janitors are polishing 
the floors at St. Patrick’s-
Alexandra School while the halls 
are empty. It’s summer vacation. 
On the second floor the library 
shelves are half-filled with books. 
It’s as if the shelves have been 
cleared for dusting, but a janitor 
tells me they’ve been mostly 
bare for years. Across the hall 
the primary room looks like an 
outdated, unfurnished home, 
waiting to be filled. Four tiny 
tables form an archipelago in the 
centre of the room. Crafts, in short 
supply, are stacked in cupboards 
and a small number of stuffed 
animals are tucked into a hamper. 
This fall the classroom will do 
double duty for the combined 
Primary and Grade 1 classes, 
containing 11 toddlers in total.

Attendance at St. Pat’s, 
one of the hopeful beacons of 
education in Halifax’s tightly 
woven North End community, has 
been falling for years. The south 
wing of the third floor has been 
closed to students in recent years 
since attendance began to drop 
and teachers began to quit. Just 
80 students attended the P-to-9 
school in 2008–58 students less 
than the 138 enrolled the year 
before, though the building has 
the capacity for 800. Falling 
enrollment is one of many reasons 
the Halifax Regional School 
Board voted in March to close the 
brick building as a school by 2011. 
The former school property will 
be sold to make way for condo-
miniums.

St. Pat’s is one of the few 
schools in Nova Scotia with Afric-
entric leanings. Serving the mostly 
African-Canadian population of 
Uniacke Square, the school teaches 
the history and values of the black 
community, giving priority to 
African Nova Scotian role models 
such as Wayne Adams, the first 
black member of the province’s 
legislature; Dr. William P Oliver, 
the first African Nova Scotian to 
receive two degrees; and Corrine 
Sparks, the first African Nova 

Scotian judge. Plaques bearing 
their names and penciled portraits 
hang in the halls.

In a series of meetings, 
community members and local 
representatives fiercely debated the 
pros and cons of closing St Pat’s. 
Eventually, the Halifax Regional 
School Board voted five to three 
that the unique school must close.

In the end, the School Board 
said the overwhelming presence of 
social problems in the neighbour-
hood led to the final decision. Sex 
trade workers frequent nearby 
Creighton Street. Homeless 
people occasionally sleep under 
the brick awning at the back of 
the building. “Those squeegee kids 
sleep ‘til noon,” another janitor 
told me, matter-of-factly. Metro 
Turning Point, a halfway house 
on Barrington Street is also in the 
school’s neighbourhood.

Irvine Carvery, Chair of the 
School Board, was unavailable to 
comment further on the Board’s 
decision.

Denise Allen, Chair of 

the Halifax Central Education 
Committee, says the closure of the 
school is a sign of gentrification–
tantamount to the end of the 
community, in her opinion. That’s 
why she rallied St. Pat’s parents 
together to fight for the school’s 
future. She helped to organize bus 
fare and car pools to an Imagine 
Our Schools meeting (the School 
Board’s public consultation process 
regarding a host of educational 
decisions), and the committee held 
writing sessions in advance for 
parents who wanted to be heard at 
the meeting. But it wasn’t enough 
to counteract the school’s dropping 
attendance and the area’s reputa-
tion for crime and prostitution.

“We have to look at the issue 
of poverty, one of the root causes 
of why there’s violence in the inner 
city. Poverty’s the number one 
root cause. So we should address 
the poverty. But instead of dealing 
with that, the solution is close 
down a school. And whenever you 
close down a school in the inner 
city, you always open up a prison.”

Allen is speaking metaphori-
cally, expressing what is not a new 
idea: when youth drop out of 
school, she says, they often turn to 
a life of crime.

St. Pat’s serves a mostly 
impoverished community of 
single parents, immigrants and 
unemployed workers–a demo-
graphic Allen says is desperate 
for education. She believes a 
community school is the solution 
to poverty and violent crime in the 
neighbourhood because education 
can prevent inner-city youth from 
making bad life decisions.

“The drugs, the halfway 
house, all that is just compacted 
into this one community,” 19-year-
old Kadeem Hinch tells me. “It’s 
around the kids.” He says he can 
see both sides of the debate but 
is adamant the school should stay 
open.

Hinch squints through 
the cloudy glass windows of 
the school’s front entrance. He 

Halifax Media Co-op

Goodbye, St. Pat’s-Alexandra
Replacing north-end Halifax’s africentric school with condos

Kadeem Hinch wonders what will happen to the neighbourhood kids when his old school, St. Pat’s, 
closes in 2011. Hilary Beaumont

continued on page 23
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by amanda wilson

CALAIS, FRANCE–A tranquil 
scene greets visitors as they 
approach Calais, France, on the 
ferry from Dover, England: people 
play on the beach and lounge on 
the balconies of their waterfront 
condos; children fly kites by the 
shore. It has all the appearances 
of a charming place to spend 
a few days soaking up the sun 
and practicing your French. But 
this peaceful façade obscures the 
harsh reality for thousands of 
migrants, predominantly from the 
Middle East and Northern Africa, 
attempting to complete the final 
leg of their journey to what they 
hope will be a better life in the 
UK.

As the ferry docks, it is 
immediately clear that Calais’ port 
is surrounded by a maze of fences 
covering all access points. These 
fences are a physical representa-
tion of Europe’s increasingly 
obsessive efforts to close the doors 
to so-called illegal migrants. As 
the EU institutes increasingly 
severe and unforgiving immigra-
tion policies, Calais has become a 
bottleneck for migrants attempt-
ing to cross the English Channel, 
and a site of resistance for those 
wishing to challenge the repressive 
and racist actions of governments.

Tensions began to rise in 
Calais following the 2002 closure 
of the Red Cross Reception 
Centre in nearby Sangette. French 
and UK authorities had pushed 
hard for the closure, hoping 
that removing the centre would 
decrease the number of migrants 
seeking to cross the border. It 
appears the move has simply 
made the journey more difficult 
for those desperate enough to try. 
In the past five years the UK has 
stopped nearly 90,000 individuals 
from entering Britain, two-thirds 
of whom came via the Calais 
crossing. Current estimates are 
that anywhere from 700 to 2,000 
people are camped in Calais at any 
given time, hoping to cross the 
border. They live in an area known 
as ‘the Jungle’ on the outskirts of 

the city: a collection of makeshift 
tents and cardboard homes where 
migrants live a cramped and 
precarious existence.

Police repression against 
migrants and political and legal 
pressure against any organizations 
assisting migrants has increased in 
recent years, to starve the migrants 
out of France and Europe as a 
whole. In France it is illegal to 
assist undocumented migrants, 
which makes it very difficult for 
organizations to provide support 
or to build solidarity networks.

In response to the emergency 
situation in Calais, a week-long 
camp was organized from June 23 
to 29, to demonstrate solidarity 
with migrants and protest their 
treatment by European govern-
ments. The camp was a mix of 
activists from across Europe, 
predominantly from the UK and 
France, who came together under 
the broad banner of ‘No Borders.’ 
The movement is a network of 
autonomous groups calling for 
freedom of movement for all, and 

which sees borders as maintain-
ing a structure of inequality and 
repression, based on categories 
of legal/illegal and citizen/non-
citizen.

The level of organization 
was impressive: beyond a physical 
presence, they planned a series of 
workshops, concerts, radio broad-
casts and even a camp newspaper. 
When a plumber arrived on 
the Sunday morning to set up 
showers, it was clear these were 
not just a bunch of crazy radicals 
set on crashing the border, as some 
mainstream media reports had 
suggested. The camp was created 
by a group of intelligent and 
dedicated individuals who were 
seeking to create a meaningful 
space for dialogue, and to question 
the notion of borders, citizenship, 
and state repression.

While the camp was 
purposely built away from the 
Jungle in an attempt to prevent 
police retaliation against migrants, 
a group of approximately 20 
Iranians had taken up residence 

right behind the camp. This group 
of men varied in age, including a 
redheaded boy of 16. Using the 
camp generator to charge his cell 
phone he looked like he should be 
playing soccer with his friends, not 
risking his life to elude detection 
crossing the border in order to 
evade capture and detention. 
Sleeping most of the day, these 
men spent their nights trying to 
sneak aboard trucks that would 
take them across the Channel.

A sign made by several of the 
Iranians depicted their journey 
across the channel and expresses 
their desire to be treated with 
dignity and respect. It highlighted 
the three checkpoints they must 
pass through undetected before 
they even reach the Channel. 
In 2004, France and England 
signed an agreement on “juxta-
posed controls,” which allows 
UK immigration authorities to 
establish their own checkpoints in 
certain French locations, including 

International News

Life in the Calais Jungle
A week in the migrant camps on the France/UK border

An Afghani man is detained by French police after visiting a soup kitchen near the migrant camp in 
Calais. UK Indymedia

continued on page 22
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by Ben Powless

IGLESIAS, ITALY–You’ve likely 
heard about the tar sands in 
northern Alberta. You’re probably 
familiar with the devastation–
environmental and social–this 
megaproject has brought to the 
land. Maybe you even have a 
relative who lives or works there.

There’s less chance you’ve 
heard of the tar sands in the 
Republic of Congo (sometimes 
called Congo-Brazzaville). Even 
people living in the African 
nation, home to the second largest 
stand of tropical forest in the 
world, have been left in the dark.

“There is almost no informa-
tion available about the project. 
We don’t even know the exact 
location, and communities are 
angry that they haven’t been 
consulted,” Brice Mackosso of the 
Justice and Peace Commission, 
told The Dominion.

Congolese activists gathered 
at a recent civil-society meeting 
in Italy around the G8 do know 
that Eni, an Italian oil company, 
has signed agreements with the 
scandal-ridden government of 
President Denis Sassou-Nguesso 
for tar sands development, as well 
as for a palm oil plantation with 
the intention to make biofuels.

Eni has begun exploration 
and intends to start drilling by 
2011.

According to these activists, 
the license that Eni obtained 
covers an area of 1,790 km2 a 
fraction of the 140,000 km2 total 
size of the Alberta tar sands.

Preliminary tests show that 
oil deposits in this area could store 
up to seven billion barrels of oil 
equivalent.

Eni has signed its lease agree-
ments not with the Oil Ministry, 
but with the Mining Ministry, 
revealing that they may intend to 
strip-mine the area.

Experience in Alberta shows 
that this kind of extractive activity 
requires deforesting vast stretches 
of land and pollutes the air and sky 
with toxic runoff generated in the 
upgrading from bitumen-laden 

sands into something that can be 
used as fuel.

The Congolese activists 
who spoke about these issues in 
Italy were alarmed to learn that 
Indigenous communities are 
being poisoned by the tar sands 
in Canada. “It is hard to imagine 
this kind of thing happening in 
Canada, and what would happen 
in the Congo,” said Mackosso.

In the Congo, the exploita-
tion of the tar sands threatens one 
of the remaining great tropical 
ecosystems on earth, not to 
mention the global threat posed 
by greenhouse gas emissions 
released in the production of heavy 
synthetic crude.

But the immediate risk 
of opening up tar sands in the 
Republic of Congo is one that 
Indigenous and local communities 
face. Will they be poisoned and 

displaced to make way for the oil 
companies?

Even asking about the project 
has meant trouble for some. 
“People have been thrown in jail 
for opposing oil and gas, even for 
just questioning it,” said Christian 
Mounzeo from Rencontre pour 
la paix et les droits de l’homme 
(RPDH).

Both activists talked about 
how in Congo resentment still 
hangs in the air due to past deeds 
of oil companies. These companies 
include Congo’s national Société 
Nationale des Pétroles du Congo 
and French giant Total, accused of 
failing to compensate local people 
for lands and habitats that were 
obliterated, as well as contaminat-
ing food and water sources.

Eni has completed an envi-
ronmental impact assessment, but 
according to Congolese activists, 

a review of the company’s study 
showed that some of the predicted 
impacts were underestimated.

At the local level, there are 
demands for an independent 
impact assessment and meaningful 
consultations with Indigenous 
and other local communities. 
Congolese groups have also called 
for an end to development of the 
tar sands and the palm-for-oil 
scheme until all the risks are 
disclosed.

“People [in Congo] are afraid 
to speak out. We need to get the 
information about the devastating 
impacts to communities,” said 
Mounzeo.

Ben Powless is a Mohawk activist with 
the Indigenous Environmental Network 
and an independent journalist and 
photographer. He visited Italy during the 
2009 G8.

International News

Return to Tarmageddon
Italian company’s plan for tar sands in the Congo has some worried

Gas flares burn in fields near houses in the Republic of Congo. Brice Mackosso
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by Kevin Pina

PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI–A 
second successful boycott of 
Senate elections, called by Haiti’s 
Fanmi Lavalas party, poses a 
serious challenge to the credibility 
of their results, says a spokeperson 
for the Lavalas party. President 
Rene Preval’s handpicked Conseil 
Electoral Provisoire (CEP) barred 
Fanmi Lavalas from participation 
in the elections–held in April and 
June of 2009–on a technicality.

The June 21 boycott called for 
by Lavalas was called “Operation 
Closed Door 2.” The campaign 
urged voters to stay away from 
the polls. Rene Civil, one of the 
leaders of the boycott campaign, 
stated, “They have to hold the 
elections again and allow Fanmi 
Lavalas to participate or face 
having a parliament that is not 
recognized as legitimate by the 
Haitian people. They will swear 
[the newly elected officials] into 
office but no one is going to take 
them seriously.”

Buses and taxis operated 
throughout election day, unlike 
during the first round of Senate 
elections held April 19. Most 
voters did not take advantage of 
the lifting of the transportation 
ban and stayed home. Journal-
ists in Haiti’s nine departments 
provided reports throughout the 
day of napping poll workers and 
near-empty ballot boxes.

Brazilian ambassador Igor 
Kipman arrived with a group of 
observers at a large polling station 
on the outskirts of the sprawling 
pro-Lavalas slum of Cite Soleil. 
Kipman’s menacing security staff 
and the visiting observers stood 
virtually alone in the facility as the 
ambassador commented, “These 
are great elections. I’m very happy 
with today’s results.”

Canadian Ambassador Gilles 
Rivard, who at one point made 
a mild call for political recon-
ciliation with regard to Lavalas’ 
exclusion, told Agence Haitien 
Presse (AHP) that he considered 
the elections legitimate.

The last time the party 

was allowed to participate in an 
election–in 2000–Fanmi Lavalas 
won 73 out of 83 seats in the 
Chamber of Deputies, and 26 out 
of 27 seats in the Senate. In the 
same election, Lavalas Presidential 
candidate Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
won with 91.81 per cent of the 
vote. The Lavalas-led government 
was removed by a coup d’état 
backed by Canada, France and 
the United States. Aristide was 
removed from office and forced 
into exile, and a campaign of 
violence and intimidation forced 
most Lavalas members into hiding 
or exile.

AHP summed up the 
situation, “Indeed, the election was 
marked by very low participation, 
perhaps more pronounced than 
in the first round at the national 
level. On 19 April, the Electoral 
Council had tried to explain the 
success of the first boycott by 
threats allegedly made against the 
elections, or because the transit 
system was not authorized.”

This analysis stood in contrast 
to the official English report of 
the elections provided by the 
Associated Press, which sought to 
downplay the effect of the boycott. 
“Haitians fed up with chronic 
poverty and unresponsive leaders 
stayed away from Senate run-off 
elections Sunday, ignoring govern-

ment efforts to improve on the 
paltry voter turnout that undercut 
the first round of voting in April.” 
The Portuguese language daily 
Folha repeated assertions made 
by CEP president Gerard Frantz 
Verret that protesters handed out 
threatening leaflets during the 
funeral of popular Catholic priest 
and Lavalas supporter Father 
Gerard Jean-Juste. The CEP 
official claimed that the leaflets 
“contained death threats against 
citizens who dare to vote.”

While no leaflet was 
presented to back up the claim, 
Verret also demanded that the 
Ministry of Justice take “public 
action in motion against all those 
who undertake to invite the people 
to abstain from voting and against 
those who intend to endanger 
lives and property.” The move 
was widely seen as an attempt to 
intimidate members of the Lavalas 
Mobilization Commission–the 
organizers of the boycott–ahead of 
last Sunday’s election.

The sporadic violence and 
clashes between Preval’s ruling 
Lespwa party and its rivals at 
the polls were unrelated to the 
non-violent election boycott called 
by Fanmi Lavalas.

The June 21 election was 
preceded by an incident on June 
18 involving UN forces during 

the funeral procession of Father 
Jean-Juste. Witnesses reported 
that Brazilian soldiers with the 
UN military mission opened fire 
after attempting to arrest one of 
the mourners. A second mourner 
was killed and the UN has since 
denied the shooting, claiming 
that the victim had been killed 
by either a rock thrown by the 
crowd or by a blunt instrument. 
Eyewitnesses and reporters on 
the scene have countered that the 
UN is trying to cover up the affair 
and that the victim was felled by 
a shot fired by Brazilian soldiers 
as mourners left Haiti’s national 
cathedral.

The international community 
and most notably the Obama 
administration financed and 
endorsed the controversial Senate 
elections. While exact figures are 
difficult to obtain, it is estimated 
that the two rounds of Senate 
elections cost over $17 million. 
Among Haiti’s nine million 
inhabitants, the average wage is 
estimated to be below $2 per day.

Kevin Pina is a journalist and filmmaker 
who has been covering events in Haiti 
since 1991. A version of this article previ-
ously appeared on HaitiAction.net.

Foreign Policy

Boycott Shuts Down Haiti Elections
Leading political party excluded from polls again

Poll workers nap as voters stay away from the elections after Fanmi Lavalas called a boycott. Jean Ristil
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by daniel Thau-eleff

TOBIQUE FIRST NATION, NB–A 
group from the Tobique First 
Nation walked peacefully into 
the hydro station just outside 
their reserve on the morning of 
Monday, June 8. Stephen (Red 
Feather) Perley approached the 
New Brunswick Power Corpora-
tion (NB Power) employees 
and said, “You guys have fifteen 
minutes to pack up and get out.” 
The employees left. Perley and 
others wrapped a chain around the 
gate and locked it. The dam was 
now the property of the Tobique 
First Nation.

Tobique, the largest Maliseet 
reserve in the province, first 
rejected a developer’s bid to build 
a hydro dam on its territory in 
1844. The next such bid came in 
1895 and was also rejected. As 
New Brunswick’s Telegraph Journal 
reported in a series of historical 
pieces, the Tobique River was then 
“part of what may well have been 
the greatest salmon river system in 
the world;” hundreds of thousands 
of fish swam up these rivers each 
year to spawn. The abundant 
salmon defined the community’s 
way of life, providing food and 
employment–many worked as 
guides in the summer months.

Individual developers 
eventually gave way to provincial 
and federal agencies. In 1950 New 
Brunswick’s premier approved the 
construction of a dam at Tobique, 
this time without consulting the 
land’s Maliseet owners. By the end 
of that year, construction on the 
dam had begun.

When Tobique’s chief learned 
of the plan, he wrote to Indian 
Affairs, demanding “suitable 
action to protect our rights.” He 
continued, “If the building [of 
the dam] cannot be stopped, we 
demand compensation,” suggest-
ing “free electricity for all domestic 
uses [and] business on the reserva-
tion.” This was never honoured–as 
soon as the community had power 
lines, they received power bills. 
The Band Council paid these bills 
for Elders and people on social 

assistance.
Today, few wild salmon make 

their way up the Tobique river. 
The dam has eroded the reserve’s 
riverbanks, leading to “trees being 
washed away and homes in danger 
of falling into the river,” according 
to Maliseet activist Terry Sappier. 
Many of the edible and medicinal 
plants are gone–the islands they 
grew on are underwater. And 
ironically, because they are consid-
ered a rural area, Tobique residents 
are charged among the highest 
electricity rates in the province.

The Tobique Band Council 
is currently around $20 million 
in debt and, last spring, Canada’s 
Department of Indian and 
Northern Affairs put Tobique’s 
finances under third party 
management. The new manager 
stopped paying the power bills of 
Elders, and in April of 2008 these 
households began receiving bills 
for thousands of dollars.

Despite its troubles, Tobique 
remains a lush, picturesque locale, 
with many proud residents deeply 
devoted to their land and to each 
other. When NB Power threatened 
to cut off an Elder’s electricity in 
May 2008, the community stepped 

in. They set up a blockade, denying 
NB Power access, first to the 
reserve and soon after that to the 
dam. Almost all band members 
stopped paying their power bills 
pending a negotiated agreement.

In July 2008, the Tobique 
First Nation began allowing 
NB Power access to the dam to 
do repairs and maintenance on 
the condition that NB Power 
employees check in with them first 
and that a band member escort the 
employees into the dam or reserve.

That month, NB Power 
“forgave” over $200,000 in hydro 
bills, but they were not willing to 
negotiate a long-term arrangement 
to the community’s satisfaction. 
Women sat at the blockade every 
day until November, when New 
Brunswick’s annual no-disconnect 
policy came into effect. (The policy 
prevents NB Power from cutting 
off anyone’s electricity from 
November to April, which is all 
the more poignant since the death 
in 2008 of Paul Durelle, a man in 
Baie-Ste-Anne, NB, whose power 
was cut off by NB Power when 
he couldn’t pay his bills over the 
winter.)

This spring, the struggle 

resurfaced. In May, band members 
discovered an NB Power employee 
on the reserve reading meters. The 
community mobilized and, on 
June 8, took over the generating 
station. The 2008 blockade went 
back up, this time by the highway 
in front of the dam.

Tensions escalated on June 
26, when a truck rolled by the 
blockade and into the station. 
When the blockaders caught up 
with it, the driver was talking on 
his cell phone. Perley told him 
to hang up. “You’re trespassing,” 
Perley said, “On behalf of Tobique 
First Nation, I’m seizing the 
truck.”

They escorted the flustered 
driver up to the blockade, where 
they gave him food and water. He 
phoned his employer to pick him 
up, but NB Power refused. The 
RCMP drove him home.

At the time of writing, 
negotiations continue. Maliseet 
women sit at the blockade every 
day playing cards and watching 
for NB Power trucks as cars drive 
by, many honking in support. The 
dam continues to operate; NB 

Original Peoples

“Pack Up and Get Out” 
Why the Tobique First Nation took control of their hydro dam

A hydroelectric dam near Grand Falls, NB. Many dams have been built on Maliseet land despite the 
objections of the original inhabitants of the area. Michael Surran / Creative Commons 2.0

continued next page
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of a free press practice–should not 
be so tightly intertwined? What 
restrictions were imposed upon 
these reporters? Furthermore, how 
critical can one be when the gov-
ernment in question determines 
your access to information?

The eventual criticism came 
sparsely, in a similar surface-
skimming fashion. A Globe and 
Mail article noted that Harper’s 
championing of free trade and 
calls to avoid protectionism have 
“made him appear a bit of a lone 
wolf at this summit... where the 
phrase raises a reminder of the 
failed Free Trade Agreement of 
the Americas.”

The Toronto Star’s op-ed 
writer Thomas Walkom and the 
second part of a summary article 
by the Canadian Press echoed this 
idea. Albeit in a more objective, 
quote-based fashion, the latter 
in particular highlighted the 
reticence on the part of Canadian 
executives, organizations, and 

even CARICOM members 
over Harper’s focus on trade 
agreements, at a time when the 
economic crisis and drug-related 
crime in the region are being 
blamed on trade liberalization.

Still, in an exclusive interview 
with FOX News at the start of 
the summit, Harper had warned 
that protectionism is the “biggest 
threat to the global economy,” and 
that the countries involved should 
focus on free trade; the article 
referred to the PM’s “stout defense 
of Colombia and its democratic 
progress.” (The exclusive nature 
of the interview was carefully 
coordinated by the PMO and 
cost at least $24,500, as reported 
CanWest both before and after the 
summit.)

At the very least, Harper’s 
media strategy came to light at 
the Summit; namely, upon seeing 
the sometimes chummy nature of 
reporters and Harper’s entourage 
or hearing the PM refer to 

journalists on a first-name basis. 
It also demonstrated a serious 
difference between his reserved, 
hidden-from-the-public style, and 
those of the leaders (notably, from 
Latin American countries) who 
held public conferences. But going 
beyond that, when one considers 
the impact that Harper’s free trade 
deals could have in the Americas, 
the nature of the questions and the 
overall neutral, quote-laden style 
of the published articles left much 
to be desired.

For example, on his com-
mitment to a $4-billion financial 
guarantee for the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB), Harper 
said at the conference, “We [the 
US and Canada] are working 
to ensure access to credit in the 
region.” The CBC ran a brief on 
that fact, noting the loan amounts 
to double the previous Canadian 
funding.

A cursory search reveals 
that the IDB is, according to the 

Council of Canadians, “one of 
several international financing 
groups who pulled money out of 
Haïti with the effect of further 
destabilizing the democratically 
elected government of [ Jean 
Bertrand] Aristide.”

Furthermore, Harper’s 
reference to Canada’s desired 
leadership role in the Americas, 
“reestablishing foreign policies 
that we’ve had historically with 
the Caribbean,” might have been 
a historical hint towards the 
potential for industry gains at 
the expense of human rights or 
environmental protection policies.

The free trade ambitions of 
the Prime Minister are but one 
issue the press could have used 
the Summit to explore further. 
Instead, they left the analysis and 
the tough questions to others.

Justin Bromberg is a freelance journalist.

Power continues to profit from 
Tobique’s land, and the blockaders 
continue to allow workers in for 
maintenance and repairs.

The First Nation has made 
some gains: on June 30 the provin-
cial Minister of Aboriginal Affairs 
committed New Brunswick to 
funding the restoration of eroded 
riverbanks and to cleaning up toxic 
and other wastes dumped at and 

around the dam.
Additionally, Ottawa’s 

Department of Justice recently 
validated Tobique’s specific land 
claim, which will likely be the 
largest in Atlantic Canada, and 
negotiations are underway for 
compensation.

However, the dam, and now 
a truck worth $170,000, are in the 
hands of the Tobique First Nation. 

They say they are not giving them 
back without an equitable settle-
ment. In addition to riverbank 
restoration and toxic waste 
cleanup, the Maliseet activists have 
asked NB Power to compensate 
them for the damage done to their 
land, royalties on the electricity 
generated and a share of it for 
their reserve, as well as training for 
Tobique First Nation members in 

operating the hydro station. Given 
NB Power’s interactions with the 
First Nation so far, such a solution 
seems unlikely in the near future, 
and Tobique’s unpaid power bills 
now total over $800,000.

Daniel Thau-Eleff is a playwright, 
activist and journalist based in Winnipeg.

accuse the Taliban of commit-
ting, and indiscriminate attacks. 
“From the standpoint of the law 

of international armed conflict,” 
notes a leading legal scholar, “there 
is no genuine difference between 

a premeditated attack amisgainst 
civilians (or civilian objects) and a 
reckless disregard of the principle 

of distinction; they are equally 
forbidden.”

None of this vital context 

gets coverage or commentary in 
the mass media, which prefers 
stories about helpful occupa-
tion soldiers whose victory is 
imminent. Amnesty International’s 
recent assessment of the war in 
Afghanistan might therefore 
shock any North American news 
editor: “Violations of interna-
tional humanitarian and human 
rights law were committed with 
impunity by all parties, including 
Afghan and international security 
forces and insurgent groups. All 
sides carried out indiscriminate 
attacks, which included aerial 
bombardments” by NATO and 

US-led forces.
In spite of impending 

violence and disaster, the Obama 
administration and its interna-
tional partners will persevere in 
bringing more misery to a terror-
ized land. As the staid publication 
The Economist predicted last year: 
“If America fails in Afghanistan, 
as it might, it will be remembered 
there for killing children.”

Dave Markland lives in Vancouver where 
he organizes with StopWar.ca and edits a 
blog at stopwarblog.blogspot.com.

“Pack Up,” continued from previous page

“Press Court Full,” continued from page 4

“Butcher and Bolt,” continued from page 8

While we are regretful when we kill civilians, 
goes the Pentagon line, we must remember that 
we do so by accident. The Taliban, on the other 
hand, do so on purpose, revealing the depths of 
evil in which they lurk.
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believes, will pressure a part of 
Israeli society to say: “We need 
peace to have a normal life.”

Klein thinks there has been a 
change within Israeli society after 
the 2008 massacre in Gaza and the 
election of the far right Foreign 
Minister Avigdor Lieberman. 
“Most progressive Israelis drew the 
line at calling Israel an apartheid 
state and calling for a boycott,” but 
now, she says, a group of Israelis 
have come together to form 
Boycott from Within.

* * *
Yael Lerer is the founder of 

Andalus Publishing and a Boycott 
from Within member.

The publishing company 
hasn’t turned a profit. It can barely 
afford to translate The Shock 
Doctrine into Hebrew. Fortu-
nately, Klein donated Andalus the 
publication rights. All royalties 
from Hebrew copies sold in 
Israel will go towards Andalus for 
translating Arabic literature into 
Hebrew. “I think that all our work 
is a work of resistance,” says Lerer. 
She explains that publishing books 
in Hebrew by authors like Pales-
tinian poet Mahmoud Darwish 
and Elias Khoury (both donated 
publishing rights to Andalus) 
is part of the fight against the 
cultural hegemony in Israel. Most 
Israelis “don’t really want to be 
part of the Arab world,” says Lerer. 
“They don’t want to read Arabic 
literature or to be aware of what is 
going on around them.”

From her home office in Tel 
Aviv, Lerer tells me, “With every 
book that I publish, I always have 
some moments that I think ‘this is 
the last book that I publish’; and 
for what, for whom?

“But on the other hand,” she 
adds, “I think that if there are a 
thousand Israelis that read Naomi 
Klein, like some of those that read 
our Arabic translations, it’s going 
to make some impact.”

Lerer says boycotting Israel 
doesn’t mean you must stop 
speaking to Israelis. Instead, she 
wants to end the normalization 
of the occupation. “I cannot bear 
this normality that Israelis live,” 
explains Lerer. “Personally, I’m 
disturbed by all of these Israelis 
who think of themselves as 

enlightened people and at the 
same time don’t do anything 
against the occupation, or do 
things, but in a very minor way.” 
She hopes intellectuals won’t 
be welcomed to international 
festivals if they’re contributing 
to the portrayal of a “normal 
liberal Israel, when Israel is an 
apartheid state.” Lerer thinks more 
academics who fear the repercus-
sions of speaking against Israel 
might be motivated to speak out if 
they’re pressured by the interna-
tional community.

Lerer has been an activist 
for nearly 30 years. “No-one 
could imagine then what is going 
on now. Nobody could imagine 
massacres like Gaza,” she says. 
“With the slogans of peace Israel 
gets all this support and can 
continue to do what it wants.” The 
Oslo Accords were signed in 1993, 
the peace agreement with Egypt 
in 1978. And yet, says Lerer, “So 
much blood has been shed since 
then.”

Lerer doesn’t expect change 
from inside Israel anymore. “I 
need this boycott. I need external 
pressure.” When I ask her if she 
thinks the boycott will further 
antagonize Israel she reminds me 
of the Tel Aviv University poll: 94 
per cent of Israeli Jews supported 
the attack on Gaza. “What is more 
aggressive than this [attack on 
Gaza]?” she asks. “Concentration 
camps? Gas chambers?”

* * *
Some critics of the boycott 

believe the BDS campaign will 
only increase Israeli fears that 
they’re being attacked. Very few 
Israelis, including those calling 
themselves peace activists, support 
the boycott.

“What we’re going to do by 
doing that [boycotting Israel] is 
create greater anxiety amongst 
Israelis,” says Jerusalem Post 
columnist Gershon Baskin. CEO 
and founder of the Israel/Palestine 
Center for Research and Informa-
tion (IPCRI), Baskin believes that 
if there is still a chance for a two 
state solution–”the only solution,” 
in his view–then the focus should 
be on that.

IPCRI is housed in a unique 
location inside the Tantur Ecu-

menical Institute, overlooking East 
Jerusalem. Down the road is the 
concrete wall and the checkpoint 
into Bethlehem. Across the street 
at the foot of the hill, an active 
construction site builds block 
houses in the settlement of Har 
Homa.

“I think it’s using ammuni-
tion too early,” reiterates the peace 
activist. “It won’t get the support of 
governments around the world at 
this point. It’ll be on the margins.”

Baskin thinks the interna-
tional community should instead 
employ a concentrated boycott 
of products coming from the 
settlements, focusing on Israeli 
policies in the settlements and 
the occupied territories. “That 
would have more support amongst 
ordinary Israelis and it would 
not be using a tool that might be 
important to use at a later stage, 
and we’re not there yet,” says 
Baskin.

“If you check you’ll find a 
direct correlation between those 
who are using the language of 
apartheid South Africa and 
how they see the solution to the 
conflict. And I disagree with them 
entirely,” says Baskin. “I think it 
denies Palestinian people the right 
to self determination. A large 
majority of Palestinians want an 
independent state. They don’t want 
to be part of a bi-national state, 
neither do Israelis.” Furthermore, 
Baskin believes that one secular 
democratic state for all Israeli 
and Palestinian citizens will mean 
continuing the conflict. According 
to Baskin, “It means that we’re 
going to be killing each other in 
much greater numbers with much 
greater intensity.”

* * *
Nonetheless, Israel’s assault 

on Gaza this winter has turned 
more people into supporters of 
the worldwide boycott, especially 
in Canada. Independent Jewish 
Voices Canada (including 
signatory Naomi Klein) became 
the first national Jewish organiza-
tion to support the boycott in June.

The University of Toronto 
held the first Israeli Apartheid 
Week (IAW) in 2005. This year, 
40 cities participated in IAW 
and Hampshire College became 

the first American school to 
completely divest from Israel. 
(The institution has withdrawn 
its investments in six companies 
that supply the Israeli military 
with equipment and services in the 
occupied territories.)

Citing IAW events in 
Toronto, Canadian director John 
Greyson pulled his film from 
TLVFest in June, the annual 
LGBT film festival in Tel Aviv. 
“The Israeli apartheid forum this 
week, and particularly Naomi 
Klein’s speech, helped clarify 
my thoughts. Her words took 
me back to the BDS movement 
of the Eighties, against South 
African apartheid, and the first 
16mm film I ever made, which 
was in support of that struggle, 
clips of which are included in Fig 
Trees [Greyson’s latest film]. The 
cultural boycott worked in South 
Africa’s case, and lead directly to 
the sweeping changes and activism 
that Fig Trees celebrates in song. 
Therefore, in the spirit of the 
film, and those activists, I don’t 
feel there’s a choice any longer,” 
explains Greyson in his letter to 
the director of TLVFest.

The Yes Men also chose 
not to screen their film at the 
Jerusalem Film Festival in July.

In Jerusalem, according to an 
Israeli currently organizing a social 
justice literature festival in the city, 
there is no place to hold an event 
where both Israelis and Palestin-
ians will come.

Meanwhile, Ma’an News 
reports settlers from Bat Ayin set 
fire to fig, olive and grape trees 
in Beit Ummar, and ten more 
Palestinians from Beit Ummar 
were arrested in July.

Klein’s arguments for BDS are expounded 
on in her article for The Guardian, 
“Enough, it’s Time for a Boycott.

Carmelle Wolfson is an independent 
journalist from Toronto currently based 
in Israel/Palestine, and a copy editor for 
Briarpatch Magazine.

“Boycott Debate,” continued from page 9
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Pierce, Thurston and other 
Washington counties, municipal 
police agencies from Tacoma, 
Olympia, Seattle and elsewhere, 
Washington State Police, the US 
Army, FBI, Homeland Security, 
Joint Terrorism Task Force, 
and Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) Agency 
among other agencies.”

A dozen professors in New 
Brunswick announced a boycott of 
the provincial Telegraph-Journal 
newspaper in response to the firing 
of a student intern who wrote 
about an academic protest of an 
honorary degree for NB Premier 
Shawn Graham. The professors 
claim censorship, while the TJ’s 
editor claims the student was fired 
for comiting factual errors.

Inside and outside Toronto, 
city workers voted to return to 
work, ending the city’s longest-
ever labour dispute. Described 
commonly as a ‘garbage strike’ 
because of cancelled waste col-
lection, union representatives said 
city tactics had set labour relations 
back “decades.”

Seventy-five members of the 
Ontario Coalition Against 
Poverty went to Toronto’s city 
hall to demand the city issue 
welfare checks and grant benefits 

to people on social assistance. The 
city has been illegally withholding 
special diet and other benefits to 
welfare recipients, blaming the 
municipal workers’ strike. CUPE 
lifted its picket of city hall so 
OCAP protesters could cross.

Via Rail workers went on strike 
for 48 hours before negotiations 
were announced and service 
resumed. They had been without a 
contract since December 31, 2006.

Workers at the Vestas Windsys-
tems factory on the Isle of Wight, 
UK, conducted a sit-in at the 
factory to protest its closure, slated 
for July 31. The closure, which 
would result in over 600 lost jobs, 
comes as the UK government 
claims to be increasing their 
support for climate friendly energy 
production. “We are calling on the 
government to intervene to save 
jobs at Vestas - through nationali-
sation if that is what it takes - to 
show that it is serious about saving 
the planet,” reads a statement from 
the Save Vestas campaign.

The Ritz and Mariott hotels 
in Jakarta, Indonesia, were hit 
by explosions, killing eight and 
wounding dozens. The attacks, 
carried out by suicide bombers, are 
the first in Indonesia since the Bali 
bombings in 2005.

Shawn A-in-chut Atleo was 
elected as the new Chief of 
the Assembly of First Nations 
during their General Assembly 
in Calgary. “They’re talking about 
all this poverty, and yet here they 
are spending a million dollars on 
booze and posh hotels,” delegate 
Rachel Wuttunee told The Tyee.

The Pittsburgh G-20 resistance 
project released a call-out for 
convergence in Pittsburgh from 
September 22-25, when the G-20 
will be meeting in the city.

Between 55 and 100 people were 
killed in clashes in northeastern 
Nigeria. The Nigerian army is 
battling Islamist militants, who 
are allegedly attempting to impose 
Sharia law.

The European Union ruled against 
importing any products that come 
from the seal hunt in Northern 
Canada. According to data 
compiled by the Canadian Press, 
“The decision affects more than 
6,000 sealers in small coastal com-
munities along the Atlantic coast, 
as well as Inuit and other northern 
Aboriginal populations.”

The Conservative government 
announced four priorities for 
their Arctic strategy. The plan 

includes “$37.6 million to support 
initiatives related to the proposed 
Mackenzie Gas Project,” and the 
procurement of new Arctic patrol 
ships. “While the four priorities 
set out in this strategy are useful, 
they need to be accompanied by 
a fifth priority. That fifth priority 
should be a specific and direct 
relationship with Inuit in the four 
Inuit land claims regions,” stated 
Mary Simon, national leader of 
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK), in 
a press release.

Hamas accused the Israeli army of 
distributing gum that increases the 
sex drive of youth in the occupied 
territories. “The intelligence 
services are aiming to corrupt the 
young generation by distributing 
these products among students,” 
a police spokesperson for Hamas 
told AFP.

Dubliners took direct action 
against rock band U2 after 
complaints about round-the-clock 
truck traffic went unheard. Angry 
locals blocked several of U2’s 
trucks, which were moving the 
group’s gargantuan 390-ton stage 
setup to their next date in Sweden. 
The trucks missed a ferry as a 
result of the blockade.

“In review,” continued from page 3

Calais. Those who are caught are 
given a warning, held in detention 
centres for a short period time, 
and then released to try their luck 
another day. Those caught on the 
UK side of the border face harsher 
detention facilities and deporta-
tion. According to the UK Border 
Agency, they deported a total of 
63,140 migrants last year.

Organizers of the camp 
seemed to have negotiated a 
compromise between addressing 
security concerns to protect the 
camp and creating a welcoming 
and open environment. Decisions 
were made by consensus over 
meals, with translators relaying 
information back and forth 
between Anglophones and 
Francophones. This was done 

against the background of constant 
surveillance, as a van-load of police 
circled the camp every five to ten 
minutes. During the week-long 
camp, there were numerous reports 
of clashes between police and 
protesters, and camp participants 
posted stories online of being 
held and searched at the border. 
The camp created an alternative 
space in defiance to the hostility 
and repression created by the 
constant police presence. There 
were moments of solidarity, where 
people from opposite backgrounds 
sat side-by-side, sharing food and 
song, giving a glimpse of what a 
world of “no borders” might be.

The fact that Western, white 
citizens were able to travel to 
Calais to participate in the No 

Borders camp for such a short 
time illustrates the privileges 
many hold. Protesters travelling to 
and from the camp faced police 
harassment and detainment, but it 
is the thousands of migrants who 
remain who bear the brunt of the 
state’s increasingly violent and 
extreme attempts to build walls 
between people and exploit their 
labour and lives.

The UK and French govern-
ments continue to build their 
fortress. An agreement reached 
between the two countries on July 
7, 2009, will invest an additional 
£15 million in increased security 
controls and technology to, 
according to the UK Minister of 
Border and Immigration, “further 
strengthen the ring of steel that 

protects Britain.” The question is, 
who will protect migrants–those 
seeking asylum, reunification 
with their families, freedom from 
violence, repression and economic 
disaster–from being squeezed and 
suffocated by this ring of steel?

For more information on the No Borders 
Movement or situation in Calais please 
visit: 

www.noborders.org.uk 
www.contre-faits.org
www.associationsalam.org

Amanda Wilson spent two days at the 
No Borders Camp in Calais, France, in 
advance of the weeklong mobilization to 
protest the treatment of migrants by the 
French and UK governments.

“Calais,” continued from page 16
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remembers bursting through 
these doors with his friends at 
lunchtime and sliding down 
the snowy slopes of the moat 
that separates the school from 
Maitland Street.

A vibrant mural is barely 
visible through the mottled front 
door windows. It covers the 
opposite wall, floor to ceiling. 
Hinch, who will attend the 
graphic design program at NSCC 
this fall, helped to paint it as 
part of African Heritage Month 
when he was in junior high. 
Giraffes roam through a jungle 
oasis of grassland and waterfalls. 
Community members gather in 
the foreground, dressed in vibrant 
prints and head coverings. Grass 
huts stand in the shade of tall 
palm trees in the distance. The 
painting represents the school’s 
cultural roots.

But there are no protec-
tive palms on Maitland Street. 
Instead, on the next block over 
and creeping ever closer is a row 
of brand new condominiums. 
“For Sale” and “Sold” signs pepper 
the properties. They’re waiting 
to be filled. Meanwhile, St. Pat’s 
classrooms continue to empty.

As I bike the wrong way 
down the one-way street, another 

row of condos appears to my 
left. They look like suburbia in 
downtown Halifax.

“We have enough condos in 
this neighbourhood,” Hinch says. 
“I really don’t think that we should 
tear down a good school to build 
more expensive condos. I think 
we’re losing the community by 
building those condos, losing the 
history.”

The bright-eyed and bubbly 
graduate is a Staff Coordinator 
at Saint George’s Youth Net, a 
youth outreach and activity centre 
housed by the robin’s-egg-blue 
church next door. For seven years 
he’s participated in and helped to 
organize after-school activities for 
the dwindling St. Pat’s population.

When the building closes 
two years from now, the neigh-
bourhood children will move to 
Joseph Howe Elementary School 
and Oxford Junior High School, 
one kilometre and two kilometres 
away, respectively. Hinch says it’s 
a shame the kids will have to walk 
so far when they already have 
a perfectly good school in their 
neighbourhood.

“The school itself has a lot 
of potential,” he says. “I mean it 
has a lot of things other schools 
don’t have, like sewing rooms, like 

cooking labs, a pottery lab, a nice 
big art room, a nice big gym. They 
have a lot of things that can be 
used. I think it should stay up. I 
love the school.”

On the back deck of Denise 
Allen’s home off Windsor Street, 
her grandson, Lenai, gurgles in 
his cozy baby carrier, eyes locked 
on Grandma. Allen says she 
hopes he’ll attend a school in her 
neighbourhood when he gets a 
little older.

“The one thing that is going 
to make that area feel like a 
community, they took away,” she 
says. Allen also laments that once 
the school is closed, the land will 
be privatized. She saw it happen in 
Toronto, where she grew up.

“The most vulnerable people 
in our society have to suffer. Why? 
Because that area, that land that 
St. Pat’s is sitting on and Uniacke 
Square is sitting on, is too good 
for them. It’s too precious. They 

have to be forced out of there. And 
eventually that’s what’s going to 
happen.”

Allen hoped the St. Pat’s 
building would become an 
affordable vocational school that 
offers skills training to youth. “If 
that’s not happening then you 
haven’t addressed the root cause of 
violence in that area,” she says.

Unfortunately for Allen and 
Hinch, it seems the fate of the 
school has already been decided: 
the school board’s development 
proposal for the property says the 
“former Alexandra School site” 
will be sold to make way for 48 
additional condos. Another chunk 
of the property will be dedicated 
to one of three development 
options, currently under appeal: 
six-storey multi-units, a private 
school or a homeless shelter.

“It’ll be condos for sure,” the 
grey-bearded janitor tells me as 
I leave through the school’s side 
door into the sunlight. “That’s the 
rumour, anyway.”

Hilary Beaumont is a freelance journalist 
and editor in Halifax, and a contributing 
member of the Halifax Media Co-op.

of origin, can simply decide to 
create new extended families of 
choice.

In the ancient culture, fresh 
new humans were intentionally 
created, by adults three genera-
tions deep in childcare facility, on 
an as-needed basis. In other 
words, the absolute total size of 
the human population in any one 
bio-region was controlled by the 
members of the group acting in 
concert. Birth control was under-
stood and practiced, sexuality was 
recognized as the powerful force 
that it rightfully is, and social 
systems were evolved to provide 
safe and complete outlets for all of 
that extra non-procreative sexual 
energy for which we humans are 
renowned.

By using this system, each 
new child entered an extended 

family circle where she/he was the 
center of attention for an adoring 
circle of adults who defined 
themselves in relation to her/him. 
Great-grandmother, grandmother, 
mother, aunt, cousin, sister were 
the circle they toddled into. Every 
effort was made by all of these 
adults to prevent injury or abuse.

The Cree education system 
had two childhood phases 
before one entered adulthood 
at puberty. Phase one was the 
above-described building of a 
central, indestructible core of 
individual personhood. When 
children reached a certain age, 
they were gently moved into stage 
two, consciously learning how to 
seek humbleness. By humbleness I 
mean seeking balance across both 
human and non-human systems, 
so that there is no Above or Below.

Cree children had, as com-
panions in search of humbleness, 
all of their age-peers, and, as role 
models, all of the adults around 
them. Within this educational 
system, fresh new humans 
matured into adult humans who 
were fearlessly themselves and 
knew how to make decisions for 
individual action based on the best 
outcome for the whole group.

The entire practice was ritual-
ized into a belief system that relied 
on the metaphor of ceremony. 
Each individual carried inside 
of themselves their own unique 
understanding of ceremony, while 
the actual practice of gathering 
together to perform ceremony 
created the conditions for the har-
monization of individual, society, 
and Mother Earth. In Dios.

Turtle Island is re-emerging, 

after a long eclipse under the 
shadow of the Americas. I see 
a wonderful opportunity here 
for Canadian social activists to 
place intentions on creating an 
indigenized pluri-national, multi-
ethnic space to fit into Turtle 
Island re-emergent. I ask each 
reader to consider what this would 
mean in their personal life.

Thank you for gifting me 
with this brief space of your 
attention.

Together, towards Turtle 
Island.

Gifted with a white privilege suit on 
his Birth Day, Steinhauer has been 
slipping back and forth across the 
invisible boundary between Turtle Island 
and Canada, since 1952, in his lovely 
birthday suit. And this is what he saw.

“St. Pats,” continued from page 15

“Turtle Island,” continued from page 11

Whenever you close 
down a school in an 
inner city, you open 
a jail.
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including wearing an electronic 
monitoring bracelet.

In 2006 Charkaoui launched 
a successful challenge to the 
security certificate, condemned 
by the UN Committee against 
Torture and in the Supreme Court 
of Canada, which deemed the 
legislation unconstitutional. In 
response, the Conservative govern-
ment revamped the legislation 
in 2007, introducing a “special 
advocate” into the certificate 
process, maintaining the funda-
mental structure of the legislation, 
which was reinstated in 2008.

Today, Charkaoui remains 
under threat of deportation to 
Morocco, a country where he 
could face torture. Canada’s 
attempts to deport Charkaoui 
to Morocco are in violation of 
Canada’s commitments under the 
UN Convention against Torture.

Canada’s security certificate 
legislation is another key to under-
standing Canada’s relationship to 
torture in recent years.

“In Canada, when the 
security label is applied to people, 

their humanity is automatically 
degraded and torture becomes a 
possibility,” explained Mary Foster, 
an activist with the Peoples Com-
mission Network, a community 
coalition opposing Canadian 
immigration and security policies 
which undermine human rights. 
“The trends towards normalizing 
torture works towards dehuman-
izing our society, pushing people 
to think more about their own 
individual security and not about 
our collective security.”

Canada has also come under 
harsh criticism for its treatment of 
Afghan detainees, many of whom 
were tortured.

In 2008, after torture 
testimonials were collected from 
multiple prisoners, Amnesty 
International launched a lawsuit 
against the Canadian government 
which would permanently halt the 
transfer of Afghan detainees to 
Afghan prisons.

“In Afghan prisons torture 
is rampant and systematic, [and] 
in our view it’s very likely that 
a good number of those who 

are transferred from Canadian 
custody into the Afghan prison 
system will end up being tortured,” 
explained Alex Neve, the secretary 
general of Amnesty International’s 
section in Canada, in 2008. “If 
the risk of torture is a real one, 
which Amnesty believes it is, it’s 
incumbent upon Canada and it’s 
actually a matter of international 
legal obligation not to hand the 
prisoners over.”

Amnesty’s case on Afghan 
torture is now pending at the 
Military Police Complaints Com-
mission, which launched a series 
of public hearings on the issue last 
month.

The hearings are centered 
on whether Canada knowingly 
transferred prisoners to torturers 
in Afghanistan.

In Ottawa, the Conserva-
tive government is attempting 
to secure a court injunction to 
halt public hearings scheduled to 
continue this fall.

Other tales of torture, told 
by Canadians Maher Arar and 
Abdullah Almalki, who were 

tortured in Syrian prisons, are 
accompanied by silence from 
Canadian officials.

“As a nation we need to face 
up to the reality of our complicity 
in torture,” stated Alex Neve of 
Amnesty International, whom The 
Dominion reached by telephone.

Canada is a signatory to the 
1984 UN Convention against 
Torture. Even so, the actions of 
Canadian governments contradict 
the anti-torture convention.

“Torture itself, as well as 
stories about torture, are actually 
meant to teach us something,” said 
Razack. “Stories meant to teach 
us who belongs to the national 
community and who doesn’t, so 
you get massive numbers of people 
who think that Muslims do not 
belong to the national community 
and are not deserving of their 
fundamental rights–and that really 
is the damage of torture.”

Stefan Christoff is a journalist and 
community organizer.

“Torture,” continued from page 10

by heather Meek


