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Barack Obama was elected 
president of the United States 
with a 62.5 per cent voter turnout, 
the highest in 44 years. 2.2 million 
more young people voted than 
did in 2004; over 2 million more 
African Americans voted this 
time ‘round; and Hispanic voters 
made the difference for Obama 
in Colorado, Florida, and New 
Mexico. New Hampshire became 
the first US state ever to elect a 
majority of women to their State 
Senate. Residents of Washington 
DC, 75 per cent of whom are 
non-white, still do not have the 
right to vote for representatives in 
Congress.

Puerto Ricans elected Luis 
Fortuno governor. Fortuno wants 
the island to become the 51st US 
state.

Rupiah Banda was elected 
president in Zambia. Opposition 
leader Michael Sata said that 
elections were fraudulent and 
called for a recount.

Johnson Toribiong won the 
presidency in the North Pacific 
island nation of Palau.

New Zealand shifted to the 
right as Conservative John Key 
was elected, ending nine years of 
Labour rule.

McClatchy Papers reported that 
Obama’s army of organizers 
and volunteers may be used in 
the coming months to help him 
intimidate his enemies, rally his 
allies and promote his agenda. 
Others have suggested that, 
having been trained as organizers, 
volunteers and campaign workers 
may take on other campaigns.

Peg Oliveira and Jennifer Vickery 
became Connecticut’s first 
same-sex couple to wed. Connecti-
cut is the third state to legalize gay 
marriage (Massachusetts became 
the first in 2004 and California the 
second this past June).

The town of Silverton, Oregon, 
elected a transgender mayor. Said 
Stu Rasmussen, the first man 
to run a town in heels, “Some 
guys’ midlife crisis is sports 
cars or motorcycles or climbing 

mountains or trophy wives. I 
always wanted cleavage.”

In the days after the US federal 
election, tens of thousands in 
communities across the States 
protested the passage of Proposi-
tion 8 in which gays lost the right 
to marry in California.

Chileans honoured Salvador 
Allende, who became president 
of the country on November 3, 
1970. Allende’s presidency lasted 
just over 1000 days before he was 
killed during a coup orchestrated 
by the CIA.

People continued to flee eastern 
Congo for refugee camps in 
Goma. Leaders of African 
countries called for an immediate 
ceasefire to the fighting between 
government backed forces and 
Tutsi rebels.

Members of the Congolese 
community demonstrated in 
Montreal and Ottawa, demanding 
that the Canadian government 
end its silence about war in 
the Northern Kivu region of 
Congo. UN reports have impli-
cated several Canadian mining 
companies in atrocities committed 
in Congo. An estimated 50,000 

Congolese live in Canada.

The Tyendinaga Mohawk Police 
issued arrest warrants for 30 
Tyendinaga Mohawks who oppose 
the construction of a $1.9 million 
police station. The new police 
station is to be financed by the 
Band Council and the Ministry 
of Public Safety and Security. 
According to a statement from 
Tyendinaga territory, “The people 
targeted for arrest are Longhouse 
people who maintain scrutiny 
over Band Council operations and 
spending.”

Organizers, leaders, and spokes-
people from indigenous com-
munities across Canada gathered 
in Winnipeg for the Defenders of 
the Land Gathering. Attendees 
hope to discuss common strategies 
for achieving “land rights and 
self-determination.”

Britain’s National Extremism 
Tactical Co-ordination Unit 
disclosed that they are monitoring 
environmental groups including 
Earth First. The “anti-extremist 
unit has already alerted a number 
of major companies which have 
been accused of being carbon 
polluters with advice on how they 
can withstand being targeted 

by eco-terrorists,” reported the 
Guardian.

Astronomers at both the Herzberg 
Institute of Astrophysics in 
Victoria, BC, and at University of 
California, Berkeley, believe they 
have taken the first pictures of 
extrasolar planets–planets orbiting 
other stars.

CanWest Global, which spent the 
1990s buying up newspapers and 
television stations, laid off 560 
workers, about five per cent of its 
workforce.

CanWest dropped its lawsuit 
against Mordechai Briemberg, 
but is still suing Gordon Murray 
and Carel Moiseiwitsch. The latter 
two created a spoof version of 
the CanWest-owned Vancouver 
Sun, which Briemberg helped to 
distribute. Canwest is claiming 
trademark violations.

Thousands of copies of a spoof 
version of the New York Times 
were distributed in Manhattan. 
The paper, dated July 4 2009, 
conveyed a utopic post-election 
scenario. The main headline read 
“Iraq War Ends,” and articles 
discussed progressive legislation 
that had been passed since Obama 

Month in Review

Members of Rising Tide Australia shut down the Bayswater coal fired power station through 
occupations and lock-downs. Conor Ashleigh
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Month in Review
was elected. A New York Times 
report called the stunt flattering, 
and the paper has announced no 
plans to press charges.

An Iranian man who is impris-
oned in Maple Ridge, BC, began 
a hunger strike. According to his 
cell mate, Mohammad Reza Nouri 
does not know why he is being 
jailed and wishes to return to Iran. 
There are currently 46 people 
jailed because of “immigration 
violations” in BC.

A secret deal in which the City 
of Vancouver would lend an 
additional $100 million to Millen-
nium Development Corporation, 
the entity responsible for building 
the Athlete’s Village for the 2010 
Olympics, was revealed. Vancouver 
has already lent $30 million to 
the project and may tap into a 
$90 million line of credit, on top 
of a $190-million loan guarantee 
that the City previously made 
to Millenium’s lender, Fortress 
Investment Group.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union demanded a probe into a 
street battle at the Democratic 
National Convention that 
documents the fight was staged 
by police. According to a letter 
written by the ACLU, “The 
actions of the undercover detec-
tives on August 25, 2008, may 
have had the effect of exacerbating 
an already ‘tense situation,’ as their 
feigned struggle led nearby officers 
and the public to believe that a 
commanding officer was being 
attacked by protesters and that the 
situation necessitated the use of 
chemical agents.”

Israel’s Supreme Court issued 
a decision allowing an ancient 
Muslim cemetery to be removed 
to make way for a $250 million 
“Museum of Tolerance,” designed 
by architect Frank Gehry.

A Harvard School of Public 
Health study revealed that 
330,000 people died in South 
Africa, and 35,000 babies were 
born HIV positive, because of 
former President Thabo Mbeki’s 
failure to make HIV treatment 
available to South Africans.

CBC television journalist Mellissa 
Fung was freed in Afghanistan. 
She was abducted in Kabul on 
October 12. Her abduction was 
kept a secret until she was rescued.

CBC-TV announced its intent 
to launch Current Canada (no 
relation to CBC-Radio program 
The Current), a joint venture 
with Al Gore’s Current TV. The 
interactive digital channel will 
feature content based on material 
generated by viewers on its 
website.

Documents obtained through the 
Access to Information show that 
up to 12 members of the CBC’s 
senior executive team divided up 
a bonus of $964,860 they gave 
themselves in the 2007-08 fiscal 
year. CBC is a crown corporation 
financed by Canadian taxpayers.

Two companies won licenses to 
explore for oil and gas off the 
coast of Nova Scotia. They are 
Shin Han F&P Inc. and 1164214 
Alberta Ltd.

Public Works Minister Christian 
Paradis and Defence Minister 
Peter MacKay announced the 
signing of two contracts totaling 
approximately $2 billion for 
Lockheed Martin. The contracts 
are for the installation, integration 
and long-term in-service support 
of a new combat system for 
Canada’s Halifax-Class frigates.

Details emerged about a wide 
ranging questionnaire to which 
every Indian national that visits 
Canada will be subjected. The 
questionnaire is being used by 
Canadian Border Services Agency. 
It asks sweeping questions about 
personal and family activities and 
links with a host of organiza-
tions, some of which are listed 
as “terrorist” groups in Canada. 
According to immigration lawyer 
Richard Kurland, “Not even the 
Americans, who are post-9/11 
paranoid, engage this intrusive a 
questionnaire.”

Community members from Fort 
Chipweyan and their supporters 
marched through Edmonton 
to demand a stop to approvals 
of new projects in the tar sands. 

Mike Mercredi referred to the tar 
sands as causing “slow industrial 
genocide” in Fort Chipweyan. In 
the community of 1200, 20 people 
died of cancer last year.

Four Nigerian citizens and 
Friends of the Earth Netherlands/
Nigeria filed a law suit against 
Anglo-Dutch oil giant Shell. The 
Nigerian plaintiffs, fishermen and 
farmers from the oil-rich Niger 
Delta, have had their villages 
heavily polluted by oil spills.

A school in Port au Prince, Haiti, 
collapsed, killing at least 93 
people. Poor building standards 
were blamed for the incident. The 
school was under construction 
when it fell in.

People across Australia tem-
porarily shut down four coal 
fired power stations across the 
country. Activists from Rising 
Tide occupied the coal yard and 
blockaded the conveyor belt 
supplying coal to the Bayswater 
power station. Twenty-nine people 
were arrested. Three other coal 
fired power stations were subject 
to lock downs, stopping electric-
ity production: the Hazelwood 
power station near Melbourne, the 
Collie power station in Western 
Australia, and the Tarong power 
station in Queensland.

Part time employees at York 
University went on strike, shutting 
down the university. Members of 
the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees Local 3903, which 
represents teaching assistants, 
research assistants and contract 
faculty, walked out to demand 
higher wages, better benefits, and 
more job security. Top University 
officials have recently given 
themselves raises of up to 112 per 
cent.

The Public Service Alliance of 
Canada filed allegations of unfair 
labour practices in contract talks 
with Canada Post to the Canada 
Industrial Relations Board.

The global financial crisis 
continued. At a meeting of 
G-20 countries in Brazil, Robert 

continued on page 21
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Abundance
Art and trash in Dawson City
by Max Liboiron

BROOKLYN, NY–One woman 
stood on tiptoes, biting through 
fishing line for a full minute until 
she ‘released’ the paper raven. 
Another well-dressed woman bent 
awkwardly over a hard-to-reach 
shelf, rummaged around, and then 
held the garbage she found up 
to her nose to smell it, smiling in 
delight. A third person spent half 
an hour surrounded by garbage, 
left, came back and pondered 
the garbage for another twenty 
minutes before selecting a small 
part to take home.

Each of these people 
participated in Abundance: The 
Dawson City Trash Project in late 
August. Abundance was a gallery 
installation of a miniature diorama 
of Dawson City, Yukon, made 
entirely out of Dawson City’s 
trash. The installation was the raw 
material of a performance: each of 
the 1,000 pieces in the exhibition 
was available to be taken away by 
gallery viewers at any time during 
the show.

While my project engaged 
in environmental activism on a 
material level by moving objects 
out of the landfill, it also set 
out to achieve a loftier goal: the 
redefinition of garbage. If trash 
is generally defined as unwanted, 
disgusting, diffuse, useless, and 
unowned, I aimed to make it 
desirable, beautiful, unique and 
popular. My success would be 
measured by the rate at which my 
art installation disappeared, piece 
by piece, when people were invited 
to take the ‘garbage’ home. Locals 
were friendly when giving me 
lifts to the landfill to gather the 
trash I needed, or when donating 
their used teabags (post-waste-
stream teabags are in pretty rough 
shape and usually moldy), but I 
wondered: Would they want their 
teabags back?

The gallery was concerned 
that perhaps there would be no art 
to show after the first few days. I 
was nervous that the gallery would 
be full until the end. My dream 
was an empty gallery. Predictably, 

something in between happened. 
During the opening, nothing 
could be taken to ensure that 
everyone had a chance to see the 
installation in its entirety. The next 
day, the audience could literally 
do anything they wanted, from 
taking the art, to playing with it, to 
damaging it. And they did.

People came in little groups 
and took three or four items at a 
time. The biggest and best items 
went in the first week, but not on 
the first day. Most participants 
touched the art, even if they 
didn’t take anything, and many 
started conversations with other 
“shoppers.” People searched, 
played, regarded the piece like 
a science display with plenty of 
pointing and comparison, picked 
pieces up and carried them 
around before putting them back, 
taking them away or just moving 
them around. Some people made 
messes. Some people stepped 
on things. To my knowledge, no 
one added anything. I made a bet 
with several people who worked 
in the gallery that no one would 
take the little plastic Christmas 
tree parts remodeled as trees or 
the bottle caps that represented 
the rivers because they were not 

sufficiently transformed into art 
and still resembled their source as 
garbage. I lost the bet. An eight 
year old took some trees — and 
many other pieces — to remodel a 
diorama in his room, and a visiting 
artist took bottle caps to hold glue 
for her art camp students.

In the end, of 1,000 pieces 
(not including bottle caps), around 
500 were taken. Considering the 
fact that Dawson City’s population 
hovers around 1,000 and that the 
show occurred at the end of the 
tourist season, I believe solid waste 
management should reconsider 

its treatment of trash, in light of 
the fact that trash can be useful, 
desirable, and aesthetic material, 
with the potential of creating 
positive social interactions. The 
term ubiquitously used to describe 
Abundance was “fun.”

There is one aspect of 
Dawson City that made this 
project possible and a potential 
leader in the future of solid waste. 
Dawson City’s dump is not 
heavily regulated and scavenging 
in its landfill is not only viable, 
but occurs as a matter of course. 
Things are very expensive in 
Dawson, and there are plenty of 
good, free materials at the dump. 
There is even a “free store” at the 
Quigley landfill, where people can 
leave their still-serviceable items 
for others to use. In every other 
municipal dump I have visited, 
even if they have a free store, the 
gates are closed to scavenging. 
Dawson City, like many other 
rural communities, has a culture 
of scavenging and reuse. In many 
ways, the residents of Dawson 
City already know that rubbish 
is valuable, and Abundance: The 
Dawson City Trash Project was 
merely a coordinated and playful 
effort to make this fact measurably 
visible.

Max Liboiron is an artist and Doctoral 
Candidate in Visual Culture at New York 
University. She would like to thank the 
residents of Dawson City for an informa-
tive and inspiring project.

Art

If trash is unwanted, disgusting, diffuse, useless, and unowned, can 
it be made desirable, beautiful, unique and popular? Max Liboiron

Viewers were participants in Abundance, an art installation that 
allowed residents of Dawson City to take their trash back into their 
homes. Max Liboiron
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Rock Crystal, a 19th-
century Austrian story now 
available in an attractive little 
edition from NYRB Classics, 
is written in pure, evocative 
language, never too virtuosic but 
not at all plain, and the narrative 
is relayed with majestically 
broad omniscience and a 
bountiful sense of history. It is 
a story that starts off calm and 
easy but gradually becomes a 
tale of excruciating suspense. It 
is about Christmas, but it is not 
insipid or Christmassy.

A boy, Conrad, and his 
little sister Sanna embark on 
a hike to their grandparents' 
village on the other side of an 
alpine mountain range. Their 
grandmother, whose hunger to 
lay eyes upon the pair "amounts 
to a morbid craving" (a perfect 
characterization of grandpar-
ental longing), receives them, 
feeds them until they are full, 
loads them with snacks and 
gifts for their parents, and sends 
them trundling home. On the 
way back, the children run into 
trouble: it begins to snow and 
they take shelter in a mountain-
side cave. Their grandmother's 

bundle keeps them warm for 
the night, a canister of coffee 
staves off sleep and cold, and in 
the morning they are found by 
a search party, to the supreme 
relief of their mother, whose 
fears have brought the village to 
the family's aid. These themes 
of communal living and of the 
constancy of rural communities 
emerge near the beginning of 
the story, as the narrator surveys 
the region and its customs:

"The village people thus 
constitute a separate world, 
they know one another by name 
and are familiar with all the 
grandfathers' and great-grand-
fathers' tales. All mourn when 
anyone dies; all know the name 
of the new-born; they speak a 
language which is different from 
that used in the plain; they have 
their quarrels and settle them; 
they help one another, and if 
anything unusual happens, come 
flocking together."

The author, master stylist 
Adalbert Stifter, lived from 
1805 until 1868, but did not 
do so with the assistance of any 
such flocking. When his father 
died young, Stifter was sent to 

boarding school. He was barred 
from speaking to the love of his 
life, and, when he did marry, 
one of his adopted children ran 
away and another was killed. 
Suicidal, he bled to death from 
a self-inflicted wound.

How painful it must have 
been to know tranquility and to 
have lived its opposite, and how 
rare to have retained the gift to 
describe it so acutely. There can 
never be too many lucid evoca-
tions of the past in literature, 
partly because of the memory-
distorting effects of nostalgia, 
which, as Austria would find out 
less than a century after Stifter, 
can usher in problems for the 
present by erasing those of the 
past. Stifter is worth reading 
because he evokes nostalgia 
without succumbing to it. It 
should come as no surprise, 
then, that the late, great W. G. 
Sebald, possessor of the most 
clear-sighted vision of the past 
in recent literature, admired 
Stifter's powers of expression. 
So should we all.

–Robert Kotyk

Review

Rock Crystal
Adalbert Stifter

Translated by Elizabeth 
Mayer and Marianne Moore

New York Review of Books 
Classics, 2008.

Good to a Fault
Marina Endicott

Freehand Books, 2008.

It is unusual to come across 
a contemporary novel that takes 
up moral themes as modestly as 
Endicott does in her latest work, 
Good to a Fault. Goodness, in 
this meditation, is a functional 
thing, a hospital corridor where 
reluctant visitors brush past each 
other on their way to confront 
realities larger than themselves. 
Clara Purdy, a middle-aged 
insurance clerk, is driving to 
the bank one July day, “thinking 
about herself and the state 
of her soul,” when she plows 
into a beat-up Dart conveying 
(and housing, as it turns out) 
the Gage family: hardscrabble 
parents Lorraine and Clayton, a 
mulish mother-in-law, and three 
children; Dolly, Trevor and baby 

Pearce. Clara’s life is trans-
formed; with Lorraine in the 
hospital for an extended period, 
Clayton deserts the family and 
Clara ends up taking over the 
care of the three children.

There is immense subtlety 
in the way Endicott handles her 
characters and themes; when 
Clara looks at sleeping Lorraine, 
Endicott observes, “her mouth 
had fallen slightly open, relaxed, 
and her hand lying nearest to 
Clara had opened too. Long 
fingers, nicely shaped. She was 
worth helping.” While the 
Gages’ lower-class status funda-
mentally shapes their interaction 
with Clara, her childlessness 
acts as an equivalently handi-
capping ‘status’ marker. At the 

grocery store, “They got the 
special grocery cart with the 
red baby seat. Secretly, Clara 
supposed, she must always have 
longed to use this cart. And 
now she had every right to pop 
Pearce into the vinyl seat and 
wrestle with the knotted straps 
and bent buckles.” Good to 
a Fault is a work of nuanced 
social portraiture, and the slow 
romance between Clara and her 
(Anglican) priest draws out the 
problem of childlessness and 
societal worth in a surprisingly 
modern way.

–Linda Besner
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Vanishing Mountains
Coal mining in Appalachia
by Dana Kuhnline

CHARLESTON, WV–“I say to 
you, what do you hold so precious 
in your own circle of life that you 
don’t have a price on it? What 
would it be? For me, it’s my home. 
For me, it’s Appalachia. For me, 
it’s the mountains. For me, it’s 
a whole way of life that they’re 
wiping out here, and nobody 
seems to care.”

This is what Larry Gibson 
has been telling people who make 
the pilgrimage to his home on 
Kayford Mountain, outside of 
Charleston, West Virginia. A 
not-to-be-missed destination for 
any tourists who want their hearts 
broken, Kayford is an island of 
green in a 12,000 acre wasteland 
of mountaintop removal coal 
mining.

Mountaintop removal coal 
mining is a type of mining partic-
ular to Appalachia. The coal lies in 
thin horizontal seams, stacked up 
like the frosting in a layer cake. In 
the past, miners tunneled through 
the side of the mountain to scoop 
out the frosting, but current (and 
cheaper) practices allow giant 
machines to destroy the entire 
cake. Coal companies use diesel 
fuel and fertilizer to explode up 
to 800 feet of mountain to scoop 
out the coal. Afterward, some of 
the rubble is piled back where the 
mountain used to be, and some 
of it is piled into nearby valleys, 
creating valley fills.

Eight hundred thousand 
acres of land have been destroyed 
in this way in Appalachia, and 
hundreds of thousands more are 
slated for the same process. The 
valley fills and loosened rock leach 
out heavy metals like selenium. 
According to fisheries biologist 
A. Dennis Lemly, these selenium 
discharges have affected fish in 
Mud River, West Virginia; fish 
have been found with spiral spines 
and two eyes on the same side of 
their heads.

Coal processing leaves 
billions of gallons of toxic 
waste - called sludge - behind, 
a witch’s brew of mercury, diesel 

from the explosives, and dozens 
of other deadly chemicals which 
are placed into unlined earthen 
structures called slurry dams or 
injected underground, often into 
abandoned underground coal 
mines. These toxins are free to seep 
into the ground water of nearby 
communities.

One of these communities 
is Prenter, West Virginia, where 
a group of residents have started 
to organize to fight for clean 
water. According to a casual 
health survey they undertook, a 
staggering 97 per cent of Prenter 
residents have gallbladder disease. 
Brain tumours, thyroid cancer, and 
skin conditions are also common. 
In many homes in Prenter, the 
water leaves the faucet black or 
orange, and vegetables rot in the 
garden. A short video on YouTube 
features Prenter bathtub water 
tarnishing a penny. Citizens in 
Prenter have been lobbying state 
and national officials for nearly a 
year to get help, but officials say 

they can’t do anything–because 
they can’t confirm coal has 
anything to do with the problems 
the community is facing.

However, in a similar 
community in Mingo County, 
also located near known slurry 
injection sites, residents are 
also suffering from rare disease 
patterns. Ben Stout, an aquatic 
biologist at West Virginia’s 
Wheeling Jesuit University, has 
discovererd the same chemicals 
found in coal slurry–including 
aluminum, arsenic, beryllium, and 
sulfuric acid - at rates thousands of 
times the legal limit in well water.

I learned about mountaintop 
removal coal mining in 2005, 
when I moved to West Virginia 
to work on oral history and arts 
preservation. I unknowingly rented 
a house next to the state’s largest 
mountaintop removal coal mining 
site, Hobet 21. In my first week, I 
was hiking behind my new house 
when suddenly the mountain 
stopped. I was at the edge of a 

cliff, and as far as I could see was 
grey rubble. A crane 13 stories tall 
(nicknamed Big John) scooped 
away loose rock to reveal a flat 
black surface.

People I interviewed about 
the mine always said they hated 
it, but what could they do? This 
is one of the poorest areas in 
West Virginia, which in 2004 was 
ranked the 48th poorest state in 
the US, and money is money. The 
economy of West Virginia is built 
on coal. According to the West 
Virginia Office of Miners’ Health 
Safety and Training, coal mining 
in West Virginia provides about 
20,000 jobs in coal production, 
with 40,000 jobs total if you 
count jobs indirectly created 
by the mining industry. In the 
1970s, before strip mining became 
prevalent, there were over 120,000 
mining jobs in West Virginia. 
Currently, direct and indirect coal 
mining jobs make up about five 

continued on page 23

Environment

Eight hundred thousand acres of land have been destroyed by mountaintop coal removal in Appalachia, 
and hundreds of thousands more are slated for the same process. Vivian Stockman
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by Suzanne MacNeil

LA GUAJIRA, COLOMBIA–In 
the Guajira, a remote northern 
region of Colombia, the human 
and environmental costs of coal 
extraction go beyond the climate 
crisis, and it is Atlantic Canadians 
who are fueling part of the 
demand for Colombia’s mineral 
fuel.

Production at the Cerrejón 
coal mine started in 1976, and 
through the course of its opera-
tions it has come into conflict with 
Afro-Colombian and indigenous 
Wayuu communities, whose 
existence and cultures have long 
depended on the surrounding 
lands and rivers.

Their livelihoods are under 
constant threat because of the 
expansion of the mine, the largest 
of its kind in the world.

As the biggest exporter of 
Colombian Coal, Cerrejón counts 
Canadian utility companies Nova 
Scotia Power and New Brunswick 
Power amongst its clients.

The beginning of major 
imports of Colombian coal 
coincided with the closing of 
the last nationalized mines in 
Nova Scotia in 2001. The climate 
of fiscal austerity at the time 
compelled the Liberal-led federal 
government to view the mining 
operations as too expensive. 
Buying coal from overseas sources, 
such as the Cerrejón operation, 
was seen as a the more cost-
effective strategy.

Colombia’s armed conflict 
has defined the country’s economic 
and social layout for over 40 years, 
resulting in arguably the worst 
humanitarian environment in 
South America. There are at least 
four million internally displaced 
persons within Colombia’s borders. 
The country also carries the 
dubious distinction of being the 
world’s most dangerous country 
for unionized labour. Since 1991, 
over 2,300 unionists have been 
murdered with few charges laid in 
any of those murders.

As major economic players in 
a country whose elites are focused 

on attracting foreign investment, 
BHP Billiton, Anglo American 
and Xstrata operate the Cerrejón 
consortium, and enjoy a comfort-
able position of advantage over the 
local communities.

The companies orchestrated 
the destruction of the small 
Afro-Colombian town of Tabaco, 
without any attempt to facilitate 
a collective relocation for the 
dispossessed residents.

Leading up to Tabaco’s 
displacement, Cerrejon pursued a 
strategy of buying out individual 
property owners rather than 
negotiating with the community 
as a collective through their 
elected Committee to Relocate 
Tabaco. At the time of displace-
ment in August 2001, 67 families 

out of 120 represented by the 
committee still had not received 
compensation.

According to the company, 
the community consultations and 
expropriations were carried out 
within the framework of the law 
and consent of the area’s municipal 
seats.

An independent panel 
assessing the Cerrejón’s consulta-
tion process earlier this year 
recommended that “It might 
be appropriate, furthermore, to 
continue to promote group as 
opposed to individual re-settle-
ment, as is advocated in modern 
standards covering re-settlement.”

The panel advised the 
companies to acquire land for 
the approximately 20 remaining 

families and that its develop-
ment should be assisted by the 
companies.

The independent review rec-
ommendations show promise for 
improved practices in community 
relations, but for the remaining 
communities in the area, the fear 
of meeting a similar fate as Tabaco 
remains part of the hardship of 
dealing with the encroaching 
open-pit coal mine.

The suffocating dust from the 
operations, the pollution of the 
river that was once the life-blood 
of the villages, the lowering of 
the water table, the degradation 
of farmland and the harassment 
from mine-employed security 

The Steep Price of Power
Colombian coal fuels Atlantic Canada, but at what cost?

The Cerrejon mine, the world’s largest open-pit coal mine, produces half of Colombia’s annual 52 
million tons. Suzanne MacNeil

continued on page 23 »
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A Hillbilly, a Judge, and a Coal Company
The opening skirmish in the court battle over mountaintop removal
by Peter Slavin

PIGEONROOST HOLLOW, 
WEST VIRGINIA–Lucinda 
Weekley grew up in Pigeonroost 
Hollow in the coalfields of 
southern West Virginia, near the 
little town of Blair. To her, Pigeon-
roost was a place of incomparable 
beauty. In winter, with the limbs 
of trees weighed down with snow, 
“it was like looking at a postcard,” 
she remembers. Her family settled 
in Pigeonroost in the early 1800s. 
She had kinfolk living from the 
mouth of the hollow to its head 
three miles away. After work 
required her family to move 
elsewhere in the state, she used to 
serenade her father Jim, singing, 
“Daddy, won’t you take us back 
to Pigeonroost Hollow,” a takeoff 
on the John Prine standard. Her 
family did return. She was too 
young at the time to realize how 
much the hollow also meant to her 
father.

By the mid-1990s, however, 
it looked as though the hollow’s 
days were numbered. Arch Coal, 
a leading producer, had begun 
a gigantic mining operation a 
short distance from Pigeonroost 
on the mountain ridge above 
Blair. This was not old-fashioned 
underground mining or even con-
ventional strip mining. Arch was 
blowing the top off the mountain 
to get at the seam of coal beneath, 
deploying two huge shovels and 
a dragline–a towering crane-like 
machine atop a base the size of a 
nine-storey hotel–to help shove 
millions of tons of debris over the 
sides into the valleys and streams 
below. Valley fills, they were called. 
Such strip-mining was known as 
mountaintop removal.

For the people of Blair 
living just below the mine, named 
Dal-Tex, it meant explosions just 
hundreds of feet away, powerful 
enough to crack the foundations 
of their homes, and dust so thick 
cars turned their lights on in the 
daytime. The mining went on 
around the clock, seven days a 
week, year after year. There was no 
escaping it except to sell out and 

move. 
Jim Weekley and his wife 

Sibby were just half a mile from 
the dragline, close enough that 
the blasting broke things in their 
house and clouds of dust drove 
them off their porch and caused 
them to cough even when they 
were inside. They could not avoid 
the continual high-pitched squeal 
of the dragline’s bucket–so large it 
could scoop up the equivalent of 
five tractor-trailer loads of dirt and 
debris–as it was dragged across the 
ground. The dragline, named the 
Aracoma Chief, moved back and 
forth along the ridgeline, working 
from hollow to hollow. Even when 
it was out of sight, they could hear 
its racket.

The Weekleys knew Arch had 
also applied for another mining 
permit covering five square miles 
and including Pigeonroost. If 
approved, it would be the largest 
mine in West Virginia’s history. 
They knew two giant valley fills 
and two waste-treatment ponds 
were to be constructed not far 
from their house. Most of their 
neighbours in the hollow had 

already moved out. As soon 
as Arch finished the Dal-Tex 
operation, it would begin the 
new Spruce #1 mine. Much of 
Pigeonroost Hollow would be 
buried in rocks and dirt from the 
leveled mountain.

Jim Weekley, an intense, 
rail-thin man who had broken his 
back working in a coal mine when 
he was young, used to sit on the 
huge “meditating rock” above his 
house. It rested on the very top of 
the mountain and from there he 
could see for miles. For years, it 
had been so “quiet and peaceful up 
there, it put you close to heaven,” 
he recalls, but now he gazed at the 
spreading devastation. Perched on 
the rock, he’d time the dragline’s 
operation: Drop the bucket. Drag 
it along the ground. Fill it up. 
Swing it wide to the left. Dump 
the debris. It took 47 seconds. He 
wanted, says Lucinda, to know 
how long it would take to flatten 
the mountaintop.

Finally, after two years of 
watching Blair Mountain being 
carved up, he’d had enough. One 
summer day in 1997, he was 

outside his house looking at the 
mountains surrounding Pigeon-
roost and the dragline. The house 
was flanked by a brook where he 
and his grandchildren liked to 
fish. Around the house stood some 
50 beehives he tended for honey. 
Dust kicked up by the dragline 
hung in the air. Sibby was standing 
on the porch. He whirled around 
toward her and declared, “Some-
thing’s got to be done.” He quoted 
words he believed were in the 
Bible: “God spoke thus, ‘Let no 
man destroy what I have created.’” 
Sibby agreed they had to act. They 
decided to get a lawyer.

Something else was driving 
Weekley. A former union miner, 
like many in his family before 
him (several of whom were killed 
in mine accidents) he considered 
Blair Mountain sacred ground. 
In 1921 it had been the scene of 
the largest labour insurrection in 
American history and the biggest 
military engagement on American 
soil since the Civil War, involving 
upwards of 20,000 miners and 

“Just ’cuz I have a high-school education and was born in a hollow don’t mean I’m a dumbass hillbilly,” 
Weekley says. Vivian Stockman

continued on page 24
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Pain Compliance as Indigenous Relations
Inside the Barriere Lake Algonquins’ blockade of highway 117
by Dru Oja Jay

MITCHIKINABIKO’INIK—
I’m perched on an embankment 
overlooking Highway 117, 
an obscure but economically 
important link between Montreal 
and northern Quebec. To look at 
most maps, there’s nothing here, 
five hours north of Montreal, well 
out of the cottage towns and ski 
resorts of the Laurentians and 
still two hours short of the cluster 
of resource extraction economies 
around Val d’Or (in English, 
Valley of Gold), where mining 
now focuses more on metals like 
copper, zinc and lead. I’m in the 
middle of a four hour stretch 
where most travellers could be 
forgiven for thinking was nothing 
but a few hunting lodges, logging 
roads and Hydro Quebec turnouts.

A girl, young enough that 
I have to bend down to hear 
what she’s saying, climbs up the 
embankment and points at the 
highway.

“Look where we’re 
colouring,” she says.

I look. In the middle of the 
highway, a handful of kids–her 
age–are gathered around a card 
table, drawing on sheets of paper 
and colouring books with markers. 
Next to them, a dozen protesters 
hold signs, facing away from the 
kids’ table. The signs say things 
like “no more pepper spray/arrests/
batons,” and “honour signed 
agreements.”

Beyond the protesters, several 
trees lay across the road. A large 
banner reads “Honour your word,” 
and “protect the environment, 
share the land’s wealth.”

Beyond the banner, a row of 
green-uniformed police officers 
spans the highway. They are slowly 
advancing.

As they get closer, the pro-
testers begin yelling at the police.

“All we want is our 
agreement.”

“Go home.”
“Send in a negotiator.”
The girl is standing beside 

me. “I’m scared,” she says matter-
of-factly.

The police advance slowly, 
advancing several steps, then 
stopping. Advancing again.

The line of police divides, 
leaving an opening. A column of 
perhaps fifty riot police emerges. 
They wear gas masks, oversized 
helmets in the Death Star style, 
and body armour under baggy 
uniforms. Each one carries a black 
baton. At times, some of them 
will hit their black-gloved hand 
with the baton, making what, to 
the person behind the mask, was 
probably a satisfying *smack*.

The police officer in charge 
issues a half-hearted warning over 
the cries of increasingly angry 
demonstrators.

“Leave the highway, or you 
will be arrested.”

Seeing the masked troops, 
some run. I notice several children 
fleeing, but others stay, and more 
gather on the highway to protect 
the blockade. Elders and youth are 
the most abundant. I later realize 
that most of the adults cannot 
risk arrest because of conditions 
imposed on them after previous 
demonstrations.

The riot police silently line up 

on the far side of the highway, and 
begin pushing the demonstrators 
back. A crowd has gathered in 
front of the police, holding signs 
and yelling at the police. A scuffle 
breaks out, cops pulling protesters, 
protesters pulling their own away. 
An elder is arrested. I run on to 
the highway, trying to get a closer 
look.

Behind the colouring 
table, there is a row of concrete-
filled barrels with PVC pipe 
running through them. A mix of 
Algonquin demonstrators and 
supporters from Ottawa and 
Montreal have attached their arms 
to these “lock boxes” with rope 
and carabiners in an attempt to 
forestall police breaking up the 
blockade. Next to them are tables 
and campfires, which a short time 
ago were used to serve bacon and 
eggs, and then beaver and moose, 
to those gathered at the blockade. 
Several people whose trips had 
been delayed by the blockade had 
joined in, drinking tea from pots 
warmed by small campfires, before 
police separated onlookers from 
blockade participants.

Seperated by a 100-metre 

buffer zone, the police could 
nonetheless be heard cracking 
jokes about “caisses de bieres,” an 
eerie allusion to police transcripts 
revealed by the Ipperwash Inquiry, 
where police made racist jokes 
about Dudley George before they 
shot and killed him.

It also brought to mind 
the slur that made headlines a 
week before, when Algonquin 
spokesperson Norman Matchewan 
confronted regional Member of 
Parliament and cabinet Minister 
Lawrence Cannon. Speaking to 
Matchewan, Cannon’s assistant 
said that negotiations could be 
conducted “if you’re sober.” She 
was caught on camera, and the 
“gaffe” was eventually reported 
coast to coast as one more example 
of a dangerous misstep by Harper’s 
otherwise disciplined election 
campaign.

The onlookers were unable 
to see the sign advertising a ban 
on alcohol and drugs from the 
blockade, but that was a fraction of 
the gap between the Algonquins’ 
understanding of the situation and 

Police grab a protester during a blockade of highway 117 in northern Quebec by the Algonquins of 
Barriere Lake. Charles Mostoller

continued on page 21
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They’re Animals!
Dehumanization, media and the War on Terror
by Tim McSorley

MONTREAL–While most 
people were glued to their 
television screens, confounded by 
the images of the burning Twin 
Towers on September 11, 2001, 
Erin Steuter started to notice a 
trend among television announcers 
and in news coverage of the event. 
“I noticed right away that some 
commentators were starting to use 
animal metaphors, terms like ‘the 
hunt for bin Laden,’ instead of 
‘the search for,’ or they would talk 
about them hiding in caves and 
lairs or nests instead of bunkers or 
something human-made.”

While the Professor of 
Sociology at Mount Allison 
University in Sackville, New 
Brunswick, found the analogies 
off-putting, at first she thought 
little of it, chalking it up to the 
immediate frenzy that would 
follow such an event. But 
gradually, as she followed the 
language used informally, she 
noticed a disturbing trend. “[The 
animal metaphor] started to grow 
and be used for all citizens of 
Afghanistan or all the people of 
Iraq.” Increasingly alarmed by the 
pervasiveness of this language, she 
began following it more closely, 
doing thorough searches in media 
databases such as Lexis-Nexis. As 
she delved deeper, she realized that 
instead of receding as time went 
on, the dehumanizing metaphors 
continued to spread, “not just to 
specific enemies or to specific 
people associated with particular 
countries we were at war with, 
but to all Muslims and in some 
cases all Arabs.” The result is the 
recently published At War With 
Metaphor, which documents and 
attempts to explain not just where 
this language comes from, but 
what its dangers are, particularly 
based on historical precedent.

Taken alone, using animal 
metaphors does not necessarily 
seem so nefarious. Indeed compar-
isons to animals–eating like a pig, 
strong as a bull–are fairly common 
in nearly any language. The danger 
lies, according to Steuter, when we 

move beyond simple comparisons, 
to persistent metaphors; people are 
no longer like something, but have 
become something. You’re not 
like an animal; you are an animal. 
Steuter points out that we have 
seen this kind of dehumanization 
before in some of the most brutal 
and bloody human conflicts.

The image of the rat was 
used both by Nazis in their 
dehumanization of Jews, making 
it easier for neighbour to turn on 
neighbour during the Holocaust. 
The rat metaphor was also adopted 
in America when it came to 
locking up Japanese-Americans 
in internment camps later in the 
Second World War, following 
the Japanese bombing of Pearl 
Harbour and the United States’ 
subsequent entry into the conflict. 
Most recently, Steuter points 
to the 1994 genocide of Tutsi 

populations by Hutus in Rwanda. 
International tribunals have 
condemned journalists for inciting 
and provoking the massacre, 
particularly radio stations, which 
painted Tutsis as cockroaches 
and calling for their extermina-
tion. As animal metaphors grew 
in the coverage of the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, Steuter 
found it difficult to believe that 
these recent lessons about the use 
of language in committing violent 
acts had disappeared from the 
public consciousness. “I thought 
it would be more resonant, but 
people have short memories. I 
don’t think they realized that the 
records of what is being said about 
this war on terror is not dissimilar 
to those previous records.”

In April 2008, it was revealed 
that the Pentagon, with the 
complicity of the major American 

news agencies, had co-ordinated 
the use of military analysts in 
US coverage of the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq in order to 
drum up support for the military 
operations. The American media 
has been roundly criticized since 
for allowing military officials too 
large a place in shaping the media’s 
approach to its reporting on the 
war on terror and related elements.

Steuter agrees that militaries–
American and Canadian–have 
played a large role in pushing 
the animal metaphor. “I think 
there’s a sort of masculinity and 
intensity and power in the military 
language and I think the media 
is sometimes quick to adopt it to 
take on some of the power and 
authority for themselves.” But 
she is quick to add that chalking 
up how the war is framed only to 
military officials is scratching the 
surface.

“The very notion of the 
war on terror was developed 
with consultants to make sure 
it brought forward the right 
kind of responses that suited the 
American political agenda and 
even now in Canada, the Canadian 
political agenda.”

Steuter contends that 
the Canadian media have not 
escaped falling into the trap of 
dehumanizing its opponents 
either. According to Steuter, while 
the Canadian media were fairly 
critical of the first Gulf War under 
George Bush Sr. in 1991, their 
analysis has since significantly 
softened. Though Canadian media 
seemingly haven’t engaged in 
dehumanizing Muslims, Arabs 
or Afghans as much as our 
southern neighbours, Steuter sees 
a growing trend, leaving her with 
little doubt that if our media do 
not start to turn a critical light 
on our own country we will soon 
be as complicit as our American 
counterparts.

“I definitely see it happening 
as well in Canada and I think that 
as the Afghanistan situation is not 
being resolved I think it’s going 

continued on page 22
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In At War With Metaphor, Erin Steuter says that using animal 
metaphors becomes dangerous when we move beyond simple 
comparisons to persistent metaphors. Frances Mackenzie
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Land & Jail Part II
Canada’s incarceration strategy
by Kim Petersen

NANAIMO, BRITISH 
COLUMBIA–Armed Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) entered 
the Six Nations Territory of 
Douglas Creek in Caledonia, 
Ontario–about 20 kilometres east 
of Hamilton - on September 19 of 
this year. According to witnesses, 
the OPP jumped a resident, “beat 
him down,” and arrested him 
while threatening other residents 
not to interfere.

The Crown, after repeated 
arrests and jailings, reached a deal 
with the defense on September 
29 to have activist Shawn Brant 
plead guilty to involvement in 
two blockades in Desoronto, 
Ontario, in April 2007. The Crown 
agreed to drop all but three of the 
mischief charges, with Brant to 
receive a sentence of time already 
served pretrial, a 90-day condi-
tional sentence, and one year of 
probation.

Brant cited familial consid-
erations behind his agreement 
with the Crown. However, OPP 
Commissioner Julian Fantino still 
faces scrutiny over his contro-
versial threats to Brant. Ontario 
New Democrat MP Peter Kormos 
chided Fantino for his “pugnacious 
and bellicose” remarks and his 
“Rambo-style policing.”

Brant challenged Fantino 
afterwards: “Commissioner 
Fantino has always said he couldn’t 
comment because [the case is] 
before the courts. Well, now it’s 
settled, and it’s time the public 
hears from Mr. Fantino.”

* * *
Incarceration has been 

the long-standing strategy for 
Canadian authorities.

The Supreme Court of 
Canada stated on April 23, 1999, 
in R v. Gladue: “If overreliance on 
incarceration is a problem with the 
general population, it is of much 
greater concern in the sentencing 
of aboriginal Canadians.”

R v. Gladue referred to the 
Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples which held that the 

“crushing failure” of justice meted 
out to Original Peoples was due 
to “the fundamentally different 
world views of Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people” and that it 
“emphasize[d] the importance of 
an understanding of history.”

In the vein of this recom-
mendation, it is important to 
note that culturally insensitive 
and racist proclamations have 
long been a part of the Canadian 
criminal justice and political estab-
lishment’s make-up. Meanwhile, 
provincial authorities continue 
the use of aggressive strategies in 
disputes with Original Peoples. 
At Barriere Lake First Nation, in 
October of this year, the Quebec 
police used tear gas and “pain 
compliance” techniques against 
peaceful demonstrators, including 
elders and children, said witnesses.

Canada’s first prime minister, 
John A Macdonald, exposed 
an animus toward the Métis in 
writings to his London agent: 
“These impulsive half-breeds have 
got spoilt by their emeute,” he 
wrote, “and must be kept down 
by a strong hand until they are 
swamped by the influx of settlers.”

The controversial deputy 

superintendent general of Indian 
Affairs, Duncan Campbell 
Scott, testified before a Special 
Committee of the House of 
Commons examining the Indian 
Act amendments of 1920:

   I want to get rid of the 
Indian problem.

    ...
    Our objective is to continue 

until there is not a single Indian 
in Canada that has not been 
absorbed into the body politic 
and there is no Indian question, 
and no Indian Department, that 
is the whole object of this Bill.
In 1991, the Kanienkehaka 

community of Kanesatake was at 
odds with the township of Oka, 
ON over the township’s proposal 
for a golf course expansion and 
condo development on land 
claimed by the Kanienkehaka. 
The Sûreté du Québec, Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP), and the Royal 22nd 
Regiment were brought in to 
break up the Kanienkehaka 
blockade.

Racism was heightened by 
the Oka Crisis. Warrior Publica-
tions informed of “white mobs” 
burning and hanging effigies of 

Kanienkehaka warriors from lamp 
posts.

In 1995, a group of Original 
Peoples had gathered to hold 
the previously banned Sundance 
ceremony at Ts’peten (Gustafsen 
Lake) in central British Columbia. 
There the celebrants were 
accosted by ranch hands and told 
to vacate the land. This led to a 
major standoff over the unceded 
Secwepemc land of the Canoe 
Creek First Nation.

Prior to the mobiliza-
tion of the RCMP at Ts’peten, 
Bruce Clark, legal counsel for 
the Ts’peten Defenders (as the 
defenders of indigenous title were 
called), informed the RCMP that 
action against the Sundancers 
would be illegal according to 
international and constitutional 
law.

Clark reminded the RCMP 
of their duty “to respect and to 
defend the rule of law” that he 
insisted was “clear and plain.”

Clark applied logic to 
remediate the crimes committed 
against the Original Peoples: 
“Legal justice requires that the 

Ontario Provincial Police at the Six Nations standoff in 2006. Vidman.ca/CC 2.0

continued on page 22
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A Costly Commute
Foreign migrant workers provide cheap labour on Canadian farms
by Veronica Islas

MONTREAL–Don Jorge 
(workers’ names have been 
changed to avoid problems with 
employers) stands outside the St 
Joseph Oratory, looking at the 
Montreal landscape in awe.

Don Jorge is a peasant farmer 
from a small town in Central 
Mexico.

Every summer he comes to 
Canada to work for six months on 
a farm close to Montreal. He has 
been working that farm for the last 
14 years.

Even though he comes every 
year, he doesn’t know Montreal or 
its surroundings. His knowledge 
of Canada and Quebec is confined 
to the fields that he harvests, 
the IGA where he shops for his 
weekly groceries and Montreal’s St 
Joseph Oratory–where agricultural 
workers go to mass once a year.

He cannot leave the farm 
except for Sunday afternoons, and 
his only human contact is with 
other farm workers like himself 
and with his foreman.

Don Jorge lives and works 
in Les Fermes du Soleil, a farm 
owned by the ex-Quebec MNA 
André Chenail. Don Jorge says 
Chenail does not really take care 
of the farm business anymore, 
leaving day-to-day operations 
to his family instead. Chenail’s 
retirement was good news for the 
workers.

“He used to ‘tabernacle’ us all 
the time.” Tabernacle–the recep-
tacle for the sacrament in Catholic 
churches–is used in Quebec an 
insult. “We were not treated as 
people. It is as though he thought 
we were animals,” Jorge says, 
looking at his hands, calloused and 
roughened by farm work.

Don Jorge is part of the 
Canadian Seasonal Agricultural 
Workers Program (CSAWP), a 
Canadian federal program that 
brings migrant workers from 
Mexico, Guatemala, and the 
Caribbean to work in the agricul-
tural sector every summer.

The CSAWP began as a 
pilot project with Jamaica in 1966, 

when 264 Jamaican workers came 
to Ontario to harvest tobacco. The 
first Mexican workers arrived in 
Canada in 1974 after Mexico and 
Canada signed a memorandum of 
understanding.

The Mexican govern-
ment plays a double role in this 
arrangement: it makes sure the 
program works smoothly, and it 
also functions as the representative 
of migrant agricultural Mexican 
workers in Canada.

For Caribbean workers, the 
program is run jointly with the 
governments of the participating 
Caribbean states, which recruit 
workers and appoint representa-
tives in Canada to assist in the 
program’s operations. Workers 
come from Jamaica, Barbados, 
Trinidad and Tobago, and 

the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States (Grenada, 
Antigua, Dominica, Saint Kitts 
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, and 
Monserrat).

For Guatemalan workers, 
the project was established in 
2003 through an agreement 
with FERME (Foundation of 
Recruiting Enterprises of Foreign 
Agricultural Labor), which also 
lobbies the Canadian government 
for Canadian farm owners, under 
the supervision of the Department 
of Human Resources Develop-
ment of Canada.

According to the Canadian 
United Farm and Commercial 
Workers Union (UFCW), 
20,274 migrant workers came to 
Canada in 2005: 11,798 came 

from Mexico and 5,916 from 
Jamaica; the rest came from 
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, 
and the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS). In 
2004, fewer than three per cent of 
participants in this program were 
women.

Seasonal workers like Don 
Jorge come to work in the hor-
ticulture and fruit and vegetable 
sectors. Most workers (nearly 
16,500) are employed in Ontario; 
Quebec follows suit with 2,670 
seasonal workers.

The temporary workers visa 
allows them to work only on a 
specified farm and for a limited 
period of time. Mexicans and 
Jamaicans can stay for a maximum 
of eight months.

Workers live in housing 
provided by the employer and are 
not allowed to spend the night 
outside the quarters. Employers 
are required to cover certain 
costs (which vary depending on 
the nationality of the worker), 
to ensure that the employee is 
covered by workers’ compensation 
and under health insurance, and to 
sign a contract with the worker.

“The Guatemalan workers 
pay $35 per week for their lodging 
but the farm owners pay for their 
plane ticket. Mexican workers 
pay for half their plane ticket 
(up to $550) but they don’t pay 
lodging,” says Edgardo Flores 
Rivas, General Consul of Mexico 
in Montreal.

Most workers are married 
with children, which ensures 
they have an “anchor” back home, 
preventing them from staying 
in Canada after their work term. 
They have health and labor 
insurance while in Canada, and 
when they fall ill their employers 
must take them to a doctor. Under 
the rules of the program, a worker 
cannot be repatriated due to 
illness.

Don Jorge says, however, 
that this is not always the case. 
He recounts an incident that 
happened during his first years in 

More than 20,000 seasonal workers come every year to work in the 
horticulture and fruit and vegetable sectors of Canada’s agricultural 
industry. For the workers, who live on farms in quarters such as the 
one pictured here, the price of employment is high, and the pleasures 
and freedoms are few. Daniella Guerrero

continued on page 19
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by Sara Falconer

OTTAWA—On July 21, 2001, 
activists attending the G8 dem-
onstrations in Genova, Italy, were 
attacked in a schoolhouse where 
they slept, mercilessly beaten by 
police, and subsequently tortured 
for days at the hands of guards and 
doctors.

Two Canadians who were 
among those beaten say they will 
never forget those awful nights 
and days. For them, part of the 
healing process is acknowledging 
the brutality at home and continu-
ing to take a stand against it.

“We were travelling in 
southern and eastern Europe 
and had met Greek anarchists, 
Kurdish revolutionaries, Italian 
activists and squatters,” recalls 
Kara Sievewright, an activist and 
artist based in Vancouver. “Earlier 
in our trip we had gone to a large 
demonstration in Napoli against 
the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Developments 
(OECD) Global Forum.”

She had been traveling with 
David Cunningham, an organizer 
with Vancouver’s Anti-Poverty 
Committee and a writer for Direct 
Action magazine. “We went to 
Genova to join what was billed 
as the largest street battle in the 
history of the anti-globalisation 
movement,” he says. Between 
100,000 and 200,000 converged 
on the city and were met by a 
heavy-handed response from 
the Carabiniere, Italy’s military 
police force. Black Bloc members 
increasingly engaged in direct con-
frontation with police, and on July 
19, 23-year-old Carlos Giuliani, 
an unarmed Italian protestor, was 
shot to death by the Carabiniere.

Sievewright and Cun-
ningham were staying at Diaz 
School, along with activists from 
Italy, Britain, Poland and Ireland. 
“It was advertised publicly as the 
headquarters for the Pink Bloc 
who openly organised on passive 
grounds,” Cunningham says. 
“The cops didn’t understand the 
sectarian difference and attacked 
the Pink as if they were Black 

Bloc.”
Shortly after midnight on 

July 21, police swarmed into the 
building, rousing the startled 
occupants with shouts and blows.

“I remember the people 
screaming ‘polizia, polizia,’ and the 
sound of the riot police banging 
down the door. I remember 
looking out the window of the 
third floor and seeing a wave of 
shiny blue helmets swelling into 
the gates and through the doors 
of the school,” says Sievewright. 
“I remember the shock on the 
faces of the first medics who were 
allowed into the building, and 
I remember the absolute terror 
and fear of the people who’d been 
beaten.”

“I remember a lot of pacifists 
who could not believe that it was 
happening to them,” Cunningham 
adds.

The schoolhouse was 
dubbed the “Slaughterhouse” by 
Indymedia reporters and radical 
press. Pictures circulated of walls 
and floors smeared with blood, 
of young men and women being 
carried unconscious through 
the front doors. Three activists, 

including British journalist Mark 
Covell, were left in comas, and 
one sustained permanent brain 
damage. Ninety-three people 
were arrested, many taken to 
a temporary detention camp 
established at Bolzaneto, six miles 
from Genova.

“I was beaten pretty badly, 
mostly on my back,” Cunningham 
says. “I had zigzagging bruises on 
my back in the shape of the batons 
handles. My head was split open.”

Shockingly, some of the worst 
treatment he received was at the 
hands of doctors. “I was in some 
kind of military hospital for two 
days.”

“There, the ‘doctors’ worked 
with the police to get information 
from us. We were not allowed to 
sleep, as the pigs would smash 
batons off bed posts.”

Afterwards, he was trans-
ferred to a men’s prison for several 
days. “In prison we were made to 
sing fascist songs. Because I would 
not, I was kicked repeatedly, and 
put in an isolation cell away from 
the others. Guards would rush my 
cell and tell me that they would 
‘rape my girlfriend’ and ‘kill me in 

my sleep.’”
Meanwhile, similar emotional 

and physical anguish was being 
visited on the women who were 
detained, Sievewright says. “I was 
taken to a hospital for one night 
because they thought I had a head 
injury but I was lucky to get away 
with only major bruising on my 
legs and arms. The police came 
to the hospital in the morning, 
arrested me and took me to the 
Bolzaneto detention centre. I was 
there for about 30 hours in a small 
cell with about 30 other women 
from the school. Most of them 
had been there all night and had 
been forced to stand while sustain-
ing head injuries, broken arms, 
fingers, noses, teeth, bruising and 
bleeding. They had been forced to 
sing fascist songs and threatened 
with rape. All night we heard 
screaming and banging. We were 
told that we were to be raped and 
tortured.”

After days of threats and 
humiliation, Sievewright and 
Cunningham were released. “Upon 
our release from the detention 

Justice in Genova
Police who beat and tortured international activists sentenced

The schoolhouse where activists were attacked was dubbed “The Slaughterhouse” by Indymedia 
reporters. Indymedia

continued on page 20

International
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“And Then Let’s Go for that Justice”
The Walk4Justice
by Maya Rolbin-Ghanie

OTTAWA – It was hard to miss 
the giant Mohawk and Iroquois 
flags painting the parliament 
buildings with their splashes of 
red, yellow, brown and blue. On 
September 15, a crowd of about 
250 was gathered in Ottawa for 
the Walk4Justice Rally. Even 
at ten a.m., there was a strong, 
shocking feeling of possibility in 
the air. This feeling would only 
grow as the five-hour stretch 
of speeches progressed, making 
parliament feel much more like a 
sacred village square.

According to a Canadian 
government statistic, young 
Indigenous women are five times 
more likely than other women of 
the same age to die as the result of 
violence. In honour of missing and 
murdered indigenous women, the 
Walk4Justice began in Vancouver 
on June 21, 2008, Aboriginal Day. 
Many First Nations women, men 
and children participated from 
across the country, walking for 
87 days, ending in Ottawa on 
September 15.

The journey began with a 
vigil at the notorious Pickton 
farm site, where confessed serial 
killer Robert Pickton murdered 
30 women (many of whom were 
sex-workers from Vancouver, and a 
third of whom were Native). 

Among the many powerful 
speakers at the rally in Ottawa 
was a group of First Nations 
women who have devoted their 
lives to unpaid, front-line work 
with women living in Vancouver’s 
poverty-stricken Downtown East 
Side (DTES).

Bernie Williams is a front-
line worker, residential school 
survivor, and Matriarch in the 
House of the Raven. She spoke 
of a lack of support for the Walk 
from Vancouver as well as a less 
than smooth experience along the 
way.

“It’s been a long walk and a 
very emotional one. I would be 
lying to you if I said that every-
thing was all rosy out there on this 

journey. It hasn’t been. Since we 
left BC, we’ve been followed. One 
of our women has been stalked...
We have compiled names all 
through the nation, all through 
your territories. We’ve added 
another three more in the last 
couple of days.”

The Walkers began with a list 
of 500 — a rough estimate of the 
number of missing and murdered 
First Nations women in Canada 
over the last three decades (76 of 
whom were from the DTES), and 
by the time they arrived in Ottawa, 
they had compiled a list of 3,000 
women. Upon their arrival, there 
were three more women to add 
to the list, two of whom are teens 
from nearby Maniwaki recently 
found to be missing.

The aim of the Walk was 
to deliver the list of names to 
the Canadian government and 
demand public inquiries into the 
many violent deaths.

Also present at the rally 
was Aboriginal rights lawyer and 
president of the Native Women’s 
Association of Canada (NWAC), 
Beverly Jacobs, from the Mohawk 
Nation Bear Clan in Six Nations 
Grand River. Jacobs has worked 
with Amnesty International as 
a lead researcher and consultant 
on their report “Stolen Sisters: 
Discrimination and Violence 
Against Indigenous Women in 
Canada.” One of the many recom-
mendations included in the report 
was that Canada should support 
research into the causes of violence 
against Indigenous women. There 
are currently no statistics on the 
number of missing and murdered 
Aboriginal women, only estimates. 
She noted that although Canada 
is aware that reports have been 
done, many have been shelved or 
ignored.

Seventy-four-year-old 
Mabel Todd, who has seen four 

of her family members disappear, 
participated in the entire walk, 
making it clear that she would not 
be ignored.

Cecilia, an Elder from Tofino, 
BC, cried while speaking of her 
missing granddaughter, Lisa 
Marie, who disappeared in 2002.

“My daughter and I have a 
candle vigil every year, the day she 
went missing. We light candles, 
give out posters, T-shirts, hoping 
that somebody will see. Who 
knows what happened to her.”

Richie Dominic walked for 
his aunt, Ramona Wilson, who 
went missing in 1994 at the age 
of 16 on BC’s now infamous 
Highway 16. After ten months, 
her remains were found, but no 
one has been held accountable to 
this day, and there are countless 
cases just like hers.

“Justice would mean a final 
bit of closure,” says Dominic. “This 
is what we need [pointing at the 

Some of the many Indigenous women and men who walked across Canada to draw attention to systemic 
abuses against First Nations women. Maya Rolbin-Ghanie

Original Peoples
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crowd]. We need numbers. We 
need to show Canada that we do 
care. That the country does care.”

The speakers, who ranged 
from youth to Elders in their 
nineties, emphasized the fact 
that most of the cases they were 
addressing had not been taken 
very seriously by police or the 
media. When the missing or 
murdered women happen to be 
sex-workers, they are taken even 
less seriously and their disap-
pearances or deaths are rarely, if 
ever, investigated to the point of 
resolution.

In a radio interview, Jacobs 
cites the case of Pamela George as 
an example of prevalent attitudes 
that act as obstacles to justice.

George was a 28-year-old 
mother of two who struggled with 
poverty and occasionally worked 
the sex-trade in Regina. She was 
murdered in 1995 by two white, 
male university students who 
picked her up, beat her severely 
and left her by the side of the road.

Testimony at the trial 
indicated that the two men had 
attempted to pick up another 
Indigenous woman before they 
had encountered George. The 
woman testified that when she 
had refused to go with them they 
had called her “Indian trash” and a 
“squaw slut.”

According to a friend 
of one of the killers who also 
testified, one of the young men 
later bragged about picking up 
an “Indian hooker,” saying “She 
deserved it. She was an Indian.”

The case was tried before a 
white judge and all-white jury. 
The men were each sentenced 
to a short six years in prison. 
According to Amnesty’s Stolen 
Sisters Report, little attention was 
paid to the victim throughout the 
trial; her sex-work was the main 
focus. The Crown prosecutor told 
the jury to consider the fact that 
she was a prostitute, “far-removed 
from them,” and the judge 
told them to bear in mind her 
profession when they considered 
whether or not she had consented 
to sexual activity. A Court of 
Appeal decision briefly consid-
ered the prosecutor and judge’s 
comments and concluded they 
“were not made for the purpose of 
conveying a negative view of the 

victim to the jury.”
Amnesty International 

expressed concern that comments 
of this type might reflect social 
attitudes faced by sex-workers in 
general, and Indigenous sex-
workers in particular.

Jacobs cites the case of Helen 
Betty Osbourne as an example 
of the attitudes of many police 
authorities, also standing in the 
way of justice.

Osborne was a Cree woman, 
kidnapped and murdered by four 
white men in 1971. A Manitoba 
Justice Inquiry later concluded 
that the Canadian Justice Authori-
ties had failed Osbourne, and 
criticized a “sloppy, racially biased 
investigation” that took over 15 
years, and brought only one man 
to justice. The inquiry concluded 
that police had long been aware of 
who had been responsible for the 
murder.

Thirty-three years later, when 
Osborne’s cousin was murdered, 
the police reaction was similar. 
According to the young woman’s 
family, officers showed up at 
two a.m., interrogated everyone 
present, and searched their home. 
It was only six weeks later, when 
the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
(AMC) held a press conference, 
that an investigation finally 
commenced. The former pow-wow 
dancer’s body was eventually 

found.
Walker Brenda Wilson 

explains why many families of 
victims eventually give up on 
police and the media:

“There’s a lot of barriers to 
face in finding your loved one. You 
have to prove to the authorities 
that your loved one is missing, that 
they didn’t just run away. And you 
also have to prove to them that 
they’re not all the same case…
They each are an individual person, 
and they each have different 
cases…They need to be individu-
als, because when they left this 
world, they were individuals.”

Wilson points out that 
many missing and murdered First 
Nations women have been stuck 
with the same label, which reads: 
“Highway of Tears,” and not given 
much more thought. More than 
30 women have gone missing or 
been found murdered on BC’s 
Highway 16 in the past 30 years. 
The RCMP has confirmed four 
murders and five disappearances 
linked to the Highway of Tears, 
only one of whom was non-
Native.

Many families are very angry 
about how they have been treated 
by police, and object to having to 
wait a year or more in some cases 
for investigations to commence, if 
they do at all.

Seeing little progress in police 

investigations, BC private inves-
tigator Ray Michalko, a former 
RCMP officer, started probing 
into the cases at his own expense 
in 2006. Michalko has had to 
contend with numerous warnings 
from RCMP that he could be 
charged with obstruction of justice 
if he does not “tread carefully,” 
almost ending his investigations 
more than once.

Walker Gladys Radek 
describes how front-line workers 
stand in for both police and 
media on a daily basis. Radek, like 
Bernie Williams, works front line 
in the DTES with homeless and 
poverty-stricken women, many of 
whom work in the sex-trade for 
survival.

“Families have approached us 
before they even go to the police. 
I remember families walking up 
to Bernie on the street: Have you 
seen my daughter, Have you seen 
my son? This is the kind of work 
she does and everybody knows it. 
She doesn’t get paid for what she 
does. None of us get paid for what 
we do. We work from our heart.”

Maya Rolbin-Ghanie grew up in the 
woods and hopes to make it back there 
at some point. She currently studies life 
and works from Montreal. The original 
version of this article was published in 
Oil Sands Truth (Fall 2008 print issue).

An onlooker at the Walk4Justice rally on Parliament Hill holds a traditional drum. Maya Rolbin-Ghanie
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December 2008

Fall 2008 was a hot one for the 
Dominion Newspaper Cooperative.  Head-
lining the Co-op’s activity across the country 
and beyond, The Dominion’s special issue 
on Canada’s extractive industry saw the 
largest part-time editorial team (five people 
working steady all fall), the fattest issue 
(State of Mine spanned 56 pages and 39 
days on the website), the largest journalistic 
coalition (75 writers, illustrators and editors) 
and the widest distribution (20,000 copies 
sent all over Canada and to the US and 
Australia) of any Dominion project to date. 

As written and illustrative submissions 
for the issue poured into our inboxes (we 
received nearly twenty-five more articles 
than we could afford to print, and we did 
not have the editorial labour force to work 
with all the writers who pitched and even 
wrote stories about mining), the coordinat-
ing and editorial staff realized a few things.  

The sheer number of articles that kept 
coming in, even after the issue was printed, 
showed us that Canada is indeed a global 
mining giant, one with her hands in nearly 
every pie.  The expanse of Canadian mining 
projects worldwide is stunning, and their 
destruction of ecosystems and human 
cultures is terrifying.   

However, an even more resonant 
theme, a thread that ran through nearly 
every story we read, was that of poignant, 
intelligent, persistent resistance by those 
whose lives are most affected by Canada’s 
extractive industries. In these stories, 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug leaders in 
Ontario, families in El Salvador, Indigenous 
communities in the Pacific, women in 
Thailand, peasants in Ecuador, Western 
Shoshone in the US, rural citizens in Nova 
Scotia, Ayabacan farmers in Peru, land coop-
eratives in Mexico, hillbillies in West Virginia 
and filmmakers in Montreal were united in 
articulating the human legacy that values of 
land, water, air, culture and security above 

capital gain, and we as readers inherited 
their stories and joined them in their battles. 

Six major events across Canada 
launched State of Mine.  

On a rainy Wednesday evening in 
Halifax, 40 people and enough cookies 
attended a panel speaker event which 
culminated in a discussion on Indigenous 
land rights.  

In Montreal, Casa del Popolo was 
packed by 70 people who attended short 
speeches by eight activists and journalists in 
three languages. The crowd then allegedly 
danced at a “surprisingly mellow” CKUT 
fundraiser.   

In Ottawa’s Chinatown, Umi cafe 
hosted 40 folks who, sitting on chairs and 
the floor and even standing, enjoyed a short 
panel followed by an evening of open mic. 
The event was held in conjunction with 
Org4Justice, and the double-header drew 
people from Toronto, Peterborough and 
Montreal.  

Guelph also hosted a multi-media 
event, screening NFB’s “Uranium,” followed 
by a discussion about organizing around 
research and activism related to resource 
extraction. 

At the University of Alberta in 
Edmonton, the Dominion piggy-backed the 
Everyone’s Downstream II conference hosted 
by Oil Sands Truth and the Indigenous Envi-
ronmental Network.  35 participants from 
that conference attended the Dominion 
event, illuminated discussion, and returned 
to their own conference, carrying stacks of 
State of Mine to distribute throughout their 
own networks.  

In Vancouver, 50 people, summoned to 
Spartacus Books by hand drumming, filled 
the bookstore until it could handle standing 
room only. Presentations by activists and 
journalists ensued, informing the attendees, 
many of whom were new to the Dominion, 
of local and international struggles against 
irresponsible mining. 

News from the Co-op
Mining issue launched; Media Co-op next up

Cooperative News Letter

From left: Meg Hewings, Zahra Moloo and Francis Mugombozi at the Montreal Dominion 
launch. Dru Oja Jay
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Toronto, Nanaimo and Victoria have 
launch events planned for January, 2009. 

Special thanks to event speakers Joe 
Alphonse,Ted Alcuitas, Zoila and Alejandro 
Ruíz, Clayton Thomas Muller, Maya Rolbin-
Ghanie, Meg Hewings, Zahra Moloo, Francis 
Mugombozi, William Sacher, Anna Luisa 
Daigneault, Enrique Rivera, Jooneed Khan, 
Ramsey Hart, Veronica Islas, Billy Lewis, Jesus 
Brochero, and Gretchen Fitzgerald. Your 
voices are the inspiration for the work of 
independent journalism. 

Particular thanks to Hillary Lindsay, 
Tracy Glynn, Dru Jay, Sara Armstrong, 
Stu Neatby, Mandy in Guelph, Ariel in 
Edmonton and Dawn Paley for the organi-
zational force behind these events, creating 
the space for stories we need to hear. 

More money was raised for this issue 
than for any other.  So far, over $6,000 has 
come from donations, advertising and 
individuals signing on as sustaining members 
of the Dominion Newspaper Coopera-
tive.  The project has yet to cover the cost 
of producing the paper, and fundraising 
continues. To this end, Hillary Lindsay 
attended a fundraising workshop with 
Kim Klein at the Tatamagouche Centre in 
November, and Moira Peters has dedicated 
Tuesdays to chasing down money needed 
to pay our people. Dru Oja Jay has initiated 
a proposal to hire a fundraiser one day per 
week, and recently submitted an application 
to Round 2 of the Knights News Challenge. 

Notable thanks to Jim Harding, who, at 
the State of Mine launch event in Guelph, 
donated 40 per cent of the sales of his 
book, Canada’s Deadly Secret: Saskatchewan 
Uranium and the Global Nuclear System, to 
the Dominion. Thanks also to Geordie Dent 
whose thirty “fancy letters” to organizations 
in Ontario helped bring home the bacon. 
Financial contributions such as these allow 
our work to progress and our journalists to 
grow in their field. 

The Co-op was able to pay three 
contributors $100 each for their investiga-
tive work on the topic of mining.  We will 
continue to pay one journalist for each issue 
to produce an article, prioritizing under-
reported stories, a focus on the grassroots, 
a strong Canadian angle, investigation and 
financial need and/or independent journal-

ism background. 
Next year’s special issue will focus on 

the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver. Our goal is 
to raise enough money to pay for each story 
we print.  We will be looking for writers, 
illustrators, editors, copy editors, organizers 
and distributors to help bring the Olympics 
special issue to an even broader audience. 

The Dominion Newspaper Coopera-
tive’s first Auspicious Gathering of Member-
ship (AGM) will be held in February, 2008, 
in Halifax.  Dates and spaces have yet to be 
determined.  Co-op members will receive 
notification of the meeting within 30 days of 
its scheduled date. 

 
Media Co-op vs. Dominion 
Newspaper Cooperative 

The Dominion Newspaper Coopera-
tive has introduced another project – the 
Media Co-op – to the public this fall.  The 
Media Co-op has been growing out of the 
Dominion’s mandate, which is to provide 
critical, accurate coverage of events and 
issues that are un(der)reported in the 
corporate press.  Whereas The Dominion 
is a national newspaper project, the Media 
Co-op will bring the general independent 

media model to local regions.  Media Co-op 
Locals will be on-line hubs of communica-
tion and journalistic collaboration, using 
sophisticated but user-friendly web-based 
infrastructure (similar to social networking 
sites such as Facebook).  Using these on-line 
networks, people from a cross-section of 
a given community will determine what 
stories need to be covered in the community 
and how they are covered.  These stories 
(along with regular blog posts, photos, audio 
and video clips) can be shared over the Local 
network, submitted to the national Media 
Co-op organization (whose organizers will 
work to train Local organizers and journal-
ists), picked up by other Locals across the 
country, and selected to be printed in The 
Dominion. 

 
Do you...

... want to order copies of State of Mine?

... have the means to financially contribute to 
our work?
... want to get involved with the Dominion as 
a journalist?
... care to hear more about the Media Co-op?
contact moira@mediacoop.ca

Jooneed Khan and William Sacher at the Montreal launch of the Dominion’s State of Mine, 
held at Casa del Popolo. Dru Oja Jay

Cooperative News Letter
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Re: “Dangerous Duty in Papua 
New Guinea”

This year is the Christian com-
munities’ “World Day of Prayer 
with and for Papua New Guinea.” 
In researching PNG I learned 
through “Google Alerts” coming 
into my e-mail everyday about 
the mine tailings in the rivers 
and bays and around coral reefs 
in PNG. I am totally stunned 
that a Canadian mine (I am 
Canadian) would do this to such 
a rich, beautiful country. And now 
I am hearing about the violence 
coming from the security team 
of this company. I have encour-
aged all the host churches in the 
city of Toronto to access Google 
Alerts on Papua New Guinea 
until the World Day of Prayer in 
March 2009 and have told them 
in a meeting this weekend about 
the behaviour of Barrick Gold. 
Certainly the 2000 communities 
across Canada and even the 170 
countries in which World Day of 
Prayer takes place will soon know 
what is happening there. Chair of 
the day of preparation for WDP.

– Chair of Festival Day, Toronto

Re: “Shredding Social Fabric”

There seems to be quite a bit 
of speculation in this article. It’s 
completely one-sided and most 
likely cannot be verified.

Geologiests go around breaking 
fences and cutting barb wire? 
What a joke.

A grandmother had a stroke 
and couldn’t be interviewed 
because of an encounter with 
Pacific Rim? That’s silly in its own 
right.

Where do you get your crap 
from?

Oh right, you are a freak free-
lancer who’s only goal is to prove 
that a mining company is evil. 
Please stay in your home where 
your can tell your lies to yourself.

– Anonymous

All the information in the 
article came from interviews 
that took place during a stay 
in the community of Trinidad. 

So the only thing I can say to 
your comment is that when 
you question the validity of the 
information in this article, you 
are not questioning the integrity 
of the ‘freak freelancer’, you are 
questioning the integrity of those 
that shared their stories with me. 
You are certainly within your 
rights to do so and I appreciate 
your skepticism, but I want to 
make it clear that it is them that 
you are accusing of lying. If you 
have information or firsthand 
experience about Pacific Rim’s 
activities in El Salvador which 
has lead you to doubt any of the 
testimony quoted in the article, 
please contact me at jfreeston@
gmail.com. If you would like to see 
the interviews in question on tape, 
they will certainly be part of the 
documentary that will be released 
sometime in 2009.
– Jesse Freeston

I admire your research on the 
above subject and it certainly 
makes one think. It’s unfortunate 
that Pacific Rim didn’t give you an 
interview. I am a proud Canadian. 
However, when one reads an 
article like this, obviously some 
Canadians are relentless in their 
greed for money and completely 
oblivious of incurring hardships 
for others. The irony of it all is that 
we are fighting wars in two other 
countries because they abuse their 
people. One wonders where our 
Canadian government is on this 
issue.
– S. Rodgers

Re: “World’s Crudest Extraction”

...This project is by far an 
eco-friendly operation and in 
fact looks like a moonscape when 
driving through but publishing 
hearsay and outright BS just 
discredits valid environmental/
socioeconmic concerns about the 
operation.

I also find it amusing how 
interviewers always hunt out a first 
nation person to crap all over the 
operation but fail to mention that:

-bands in this region take in 
millions (yes millions) of dollars 
from these companies

-these companies build infra-
structure within these comunities 

(schools, Community centers...)
-The bills for almost all of 

the independent environmental 
monitoring ends up coming out of 
these companies pockets

-ANY meeting with elders/
chiefs has to be preceded by a 
sizable cheque and still does not 
guarantee the meeting will take 
place or that all parties will attend.

-These companies have a 
mandate to hire Northerners (first 
nations) over non-northerners and 
regularly hire and train North-
erners over more experienced 
non-Northerners.

No I don’t work for Suncor. No 
I’m not racist. Yes it disgusts me 
to think that this operation was 
brought into being on the banks 
of the Athabasca River. There’s 
just a lot of stuff that goes on that 
isn’t nearly as sexy/popular to write 
about and so is never reported. I 
guess it has to follow the mold 
of: Big evil corporate giant who 
drowns puppies on the weekend 
exploits natives and destroys the 
environment.

These companies didn’t sneak in 
there and start mining. They came 
to an agreement with first nations 
and government, went through a 
painful and long regulatory process 
and cut some huge cheques to do 
so. Yes it’s a friggin’ nightmareish 
operation but these companies 
do bend over backward toward 
the first nations community who 
essentially gave them the go-ahead 
once there was enough zeros on 
the cheque.
–  geo_tonz

Just for your information: 
“Heavy oil” is the proper geologi-
cal term for the hydrocarbon in 
these sands not “...doing whatever 
they can to hide this basic infor-
mation...” But you’re obviously 
really doing your research and not 
scandalizing...
– Anonymous

I get it tar sands=bad. Con-
taminated river=not good, duckies 
dead, no good either... all that 
other stuff also not ideal. ...
– Anonymous

Re: “Caretakers of the Land”

Mt. Tenabo is a well-known 

home to local Shoshone creation 
stories, spirit life, medicinal, food 
and ceremonial plants and rocks 
and continues to be used to this 
day by Shoshone for spiritual 
ceremonies and cultural practices. 
Over the years, tens of thousands 
of individuals and organizations 
from across the United States and 
around the world have joined with 
the Shoshone and voiced their 
opposition to this mine – in fact, 
the mine is being referred to as the 
“most opposed mine in the world.”
– Ahni

Corrections
Page 31: A joint MiningWatch 
Canada and Pembina Institute 
publication of 2002, was 
referenced.  The publication, 
“Looking Beneath the Surface: 
An Assessment of the Value of 
Public Support for the Metal 
Mining Industry in Canada,” 
was not attributed to the two 
organizations. The Dominion 
regrets the error.

Page 33: The Indian Act was 
listed as established in 1985. 
While the Indian Act was most 
recently revised in 1985, the Act 
was originally passed in 1876.

Page 35: Andrea Boccalini’s 
name was misspelled in the 
photo credit.

Page 29: In “Copper Ore, Silver 
Screen,” we mixed up our prepo-
sitions: “...illegal attacks by mine 
protesters” should read “...illegal 
attacks on mine protesters.” The 
corrected paragraph reads:

The filmmakers were obviously 
incredibly close to their 
subjects, so much so that they 
were entrusted with recordings 
of local radio broadcasts and 
camcorder footage of some 
of the illegal attacks on mine 
protesters, as well as photo-
graphic evidence.

The error has been corrected in 
the article on the web.

Comments
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Canada.
“We were working in the 

fields even though they had 
announced a severe storm. When 
the storm hit, it hit hard. We had 
a bunch of boxes full of produce 
stacked up. They were knocked 
down by the wind and they were 
going to fall over a Quebecker. A 
young Mexican jumped in, risking 
his life. He was hit here and there, 
and afterward he was suffering 
from intense shock and trauma. 
He couldn’t work and asked to 
see a doctor, and the patron”–the 
boss–“refused. Two days later, 
while we were all in the fields, 
they tried to repatriate him. But 
the young man left a message for 
his roommate and that’s how we 
found out. They never thought we 
would find out,” he says.

Don Jorge says the farm 
workers decided to take action. 
After lunch, they all refused to go 
to work. When Chenail found out 
about the strike he went to the 
workers’ quarters and threatened 
to send them all back to Mexico 
if they refused to go to the fields. 
The workers called the Mexican 
Consulate for support, but were 
baffled when Fanny Carranza, a 
Consulate staff member, told them 
to get back to work instead of 
looking for trouble.

But the workers refused, 
saying they would rather return to 
Mexico than allow such injustice 
to occur. The young man finally 
received medical attention and 
worked the Canadian fields that 
summer. He wasn’t offered a job 
the next year.

Andrea Galvez works at a 
Temporary Workers Support 
Center (Centro de Apoyo) in St. 
Remi, Qc. She cites numerous 
problems that allow for worker 
abuse in the program.

“The workers sometimes 
work 14 hours per day. They don’t 
get a break. They are afraid to 
complain because they fear they 
will be sent home,” she says.

The majority of workers want 
to work as many hours as possible 
to maximize their earnings, since 
they have to cover for the costs 
of coming to Canada in the first 
place. No matter how many 
hours per day they work, migrant 

workers do not get paid overtime.
“What they earn is what the 

Canadian government estab-
lishes as the minimum wage for 
agricultural workers. People and 
media ask why they earn so little. 
We can’t modify Canadian law. 
Those who come know this is how 
it is,” says Flores Rivas.

“[The government omitted 
overtime pay] because they wanted 
to protect small family farms. The 
problem is that now agriculture is 
industrial, not family owned,” says 
Galvez.

For René Mantha, General 
Director of FERME, low wages 
are essential to stay competitive in 
the global economy.

“They can’t be paid time and 
a half. Let’s use the lettuce harvest 
as an example. If workers are being 
paid too much the lettuce will be 
more expensive to compensate for 
the higher wages. If the lettuce 
doesn’t sell because it is too 
expensive we will not be able to 
hire any workers later. You see, we 
are in a global economy,” he says.

Furthermore, a survey in 
the Niagara region showed that 
Canadian farm workers’ hourly 
rates increased nine to 14 per cent 
over the past five years.

Bilateral government 
agreements call for a rest day after 
six days of work but employers 
can ask workers to volunteer to 
work their rest day during harvest 
periods.

“I wish they would work no 
more than 12 hours per day. It 
is what is stated in the contract,” 
says Mantha. Nevertheless, he 
acknowledges that the workers 
sometimes face longer working 
hours.

“They are not here for one 
week. They are here for six or seven 
months, so if they are exhausted 
I can tell you they will not be as 
productive,” he says.

Flores Rivas agrees, saying 
they are not supposed to work 
more than 12 hours per day ever. 
“This has been decided to protect 
their health,” he says.

In Canada, agriculture 
accounts for several times more 
work-related injuries and deaths 
than other industries. Risks stem 
from operating heavy machinery, 

applying pesticides, and working 
long hours during extreme heat. 
These dangers are compounded 
with the fact that most workers 
have inadequate training and 
sometimes do not understand 
safety instructions.

According to the North-
South Institute, one in three 
workers from St. Lucia, Grenada 
and Mexico and one in five 
workers from Trinidad, Jamaica 
and Dominica report injuries or 
sickness due to the combination 
of long hours and exposure to 
chemicals and other hazards. 
Between one half and one third 
of sick and injured workers go 
to work rather than risk being 
considered unfit for work or losing 
wages.

* * *

Paulino has worked Canadian 
fields for seven summers.

He has been a peasant all his 
life. “My father showed me how 
to clean the corn, the yucca, the 
camote since I was a little boy,” 
he says.

He appreciates his job, since 
he says it is hard to find a job back 
home, but he bitterly complains 
about the expenses involved in 
working here, and the lack of wage 
increases in spite of a rising cost of 
living in Mexico.

“In Mexico everything is very 
expensive. We want our salaries to 
increase but it’s not like anybody 
asks us what we want. We are 
illiterate; we have no say in the 
negotiations,” he says.

To begin with, while still at 
home, Mexican CSAWP hopefuls 
bear the cost of traveling to 
Mexico City five times or more 
to fulfill the bureaucratic require-
ments of the program.

To be eligible for the 
program, workers must pay for 
and pass the medical screenings 
required by the Canadian govern-
ment. Canadian Immigration 
Health Services has approved very 
few clinics that carry out required 
medical screenings, and all of them 
are in Mexico City.

Workers must also travel to 
Mexico City to apply and pay for 
their work visa with the Canadian 

government.
“We cannot force the 

Canadian government to open 
offices elsewhere to give the visa. 
In the Third World they use their 
own standards. Not all clinics can 
pass the standard. The worker 
who comes knows he will have 
these expenses,” says Flores Rivas, 
adding that the Mexican govern-
ment has opened several offices 
in Mexico to make the Mexican 
paperwork easier for the workers.

Mexican workers pay half the 
cost–$550–of their plane ticket. 
An economy class round trip from 
Mexico can be bought by the 
general public for as little as $600. 
However, Galvez says the tickets 
are bought through a travel agency 
owned by FERME, and she 
believes this is clearly a conflict of 
interest. Flores Rivas disagrees.

“The only way they can 
reserve the seats with the airlines 
is to reach an agreement with 
them,” he says. For Paulino, the 
$550 amount is staggering.

Seasonal migrant workers 
have to pay income tax like all 
other workers in Canada. They 
also pay Canadian Employment 
Insurance (EI) and make contri-
butions to the Canadian Pension 
Plan. In 2001, Ontario CSWAP 
workers contributed $3.4 million 
to EI even though they cannot 
claim such EI benefits as welfare.

Paulino says the money he is 
able to bring back home is spent 
fast, and he believes the Mexican 
government is unwilling to 
negotiate better salaries.

Given the great personal 
cost, why do so many agricultural 
migrant workers like Paulino keep 
coming to the Canadian fields year 
after year?

Paulino says he, like many 
others, comes from a poor rural 
Mexican family. His parents 
couldn’t afford to send him to 
high school. He says he leaves his 
sweat and health in the Canadian 
fields when he comes and that it 
is very difficult to be away from 
his family for so long. “I have two 
young children. They miss me and 
I miss them,” he says.

Even so, traveling to work 
every year is an act of love towards 

‘Migrant workers,’ continued from page 12
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his family. “I want to give my 
children a better life. I want them 
to study. That’s the only reason I 
come so far to work: for them,” 
he says.

Flores Rivas believes the 
conditions of the program are the 

best the negotiations have allowed.
“It [the program] is not that 

bad since people keep on coming,” 
he says.

When asked if he will 
continue to come back to Canada, 
Paulino says he will. He says it is 

not because the program is good 
for the workers, but because there 
are not enough jobs back home.

“We come because we have 
to come,” he says.

Verónica Islas is currently completing 

a Masters degree in Public Policy and 
Public Administration at Concordia 
University.

center, a group of Marxist 
Leninists took us underground for 
a few days, as we were supposed 
to be out of the country immedi-
ately,” Cunningham says. “I believe 
that there was support from the 
anarchists in general and the Black 
Cross in specific.” 

In the years following the 
attack, Sievewright and Cun-
ningham traveled back to Italy 
to testify in a legal case that was 
organized by a local group under 
the banner Processi G8. As they 
struggle to come to terms with 
what they experienced, their 
resilience is as evident in their 
gallows humour as it is in their 
ongoing commitment to organiz-
ing for social justice.

“Though the impact of 
my experiences in Genova have 
lessened over the last seven years, 
I definitely had some symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress disorder, and 
on occasion it still haunts me. And 
Genova didn’t do much for my 
love of police officers,” Sievewright 
says dryly. “Witnessing and 
experiencing political violence in 
Genova was a big motivator in 
getting more actively involved in 
political organizing in Canada.”

The experience has shaped 
Cunningham’s activism as well. 
“Political violence as a threat from 
the state here in Vancouver is 
less terrifying, as I believe I have 
survived the worst that I might 
be subjected to, given my relative 
privilege as a white activist in 
occupied Canada,” he says. “Here 
I’ve only had [police] throw me 
through a glass window and later 
break a rib that pierced my lung!”

On July 15, after a three-
year trial, verdicts were handed 
down by the Italian court. Fifteen 
officials were given sentences 
ranging from five months to five 
years. Thirty others were cleared 

of charges. Defendants will 
each receive 10,000 Euros and 
upwards in damages. The decision 
is considered an embarrassment 
to Silvio Berlusconi’s right wing 
government, in power both then 
and now. In 2005, 29 officers were 
indicted for grievous bodily harm, 
planting evidence and wrongful 
arrest for the raid on the on the 
Diaz School. By 2003, all of 
the activists arrested that night 
had been cleared of all charges 
including resisting arrest.

The commander of the 
Bolzaneto camp, Biagio Gugliotta, 
received a five-year sentence. The 
chief doctor, Giacomo Toccafondi, 
was given a 14-month sentence, 
accused of failing to intervene 
when detainees were sprayed with 
asphyxiating gas.

“I know that most of the 
people involved in the case were 

disappointed in the verdict–only 
a fraction of the accused were 
convicted and most of them were 
given little jail time–but to be 
honest I was surprised that the 
police, the officials and the doctors 
were convicted, sentenced or given 
any jail time at all,” Sievewright 
admits. “I know that a couple of 
years or months in prison, that 
they will likely not even serve, 
is little compared to the trauma 
and abuse that they afflicted on 
the hundreds of people in the 
detention centre; and it is small 
compared to the 25 people out of 
the 300,000, convicted of rioting 
and property damage who were 
given a collective total of 110 years 
of jail.

“But generally throughout 
the world people in positions 
of power are rarely brought to 
justice through the legal system. In 

Canada there have been numerous 
cases of people dying in the hands 
of the police ― Frank Paul, Robert 
Dziekanski, and most recently 
the 18-year-old in Montreal 
[Fredy Alberto Villanueva, killed 
August 10], to name a few–and in 
these cases, as in other cases, it is 
unlikely that the police will even 
be made to stand trial.”

“I feel no closure,” Cunning-
ham says simply. “Fascism is on 
the rise in Europe and is making a 
resurgence here. Unless a militant 
force can organize to challenge 
them in the street, Carlos’ death 
and the brutalities at the Diaz 
School and detention centres will 
be remembered in vain, with the 
current legal cases producing only 
symbolic legal victories void of any 
real justice.”

Help us build critical, 
democratic media.

Subscribe or Sustain.
www.mediacoop.ca/join

from previous page
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those of the Quebeckers. It’s a gap 
that is too often filled with racist 
assumptions before it can inspire 
curiosity.

I hear a loud *pop*. People 
scream, run away. Acrid white 
smoke billows from a canister 
launched by police, and I feel 
a familiar hollow sting in my 
throat and sinuses. My eyes burn, 
and well up, but I’m relatively 
unaffected. Elders, youth and 
kids around me are coughing 
and choking, tears streaming 
down faces. Another canister is 
launched. More running and tears. 
The police, apparently aware of 
existing negative connotations, 
will later deny that they used tear 
gas, preferring the term “chemical 
irritant”.

A single CBC radio reporter 
maneuvres around tear gas and riot 
police, holding her microphone, 
looking stunned. The television 
cameras left an hour or so ago.

Immune to the effects of the 
gas, riot police rush to push people 
off the highway. The people in 
lock-boxes are still there, caught, 
for the moment, in the tear gas. 
One demonstrator stays behind 
to wipe their faces with water 
to lessen the effects. He will be 
tackled by three riot cops and 
arrested later.

Police move to shield the 
remaining blockaders from view, 
forming a human wall around 
the lock-boxes. Peering between 
riot police standing with batons 
at the ready, we can see an official 
(he’s wearing a different uniform) 
giving orders. We see those locked 
in kicking or flailing in agony. 
We will later learn that police 
used “pain compliance” methods. 
We will hear from those who 
were locked in that the police 
pinched and pushed at pressure 
points, causing severe pain. We 
will hear that police told those 
locked in that by remaining, they 
were causing more pain to their 
comrades. We will hear that police 
used a crowbar to attempt to pry 
one blockader’s arm loose. We will 
hear about sexual harassment. We 
will argue about whether or not 
“torture” is too strong a word to 
describe what the police did. We 

will decide that causing someone 
pain in order to convince them to 
do something they do not want to 
do does in fact qualify as torture, 
but that the media will not take us 
seriously if we use that word. An 
elder will say that “pain compli-
ance” is a good description of the 
government’s policies towards the 
Algonquins of Barriere Lake.

Barriere Lake is where 
we’re headed now, though not 
voluntarily. Every few minutes, the 
assembled riot police rush forward, 
pushing the fifty or so demonstra-
tors further up the access road that 
leads to Rapid Lake, the fifty-nine 
acre reserve that is, for the federal 
and provincial governments, the 
only officially recognized territory 
of the 500-member community 
of Barriere Lake, named for its 
traditional summer settlement 
at a nearby lake. The reserve was 
created in 1961.

Though they have lived here 
for thousands of years, the rest 
of the territory has been treated 
as *terra nullius*, empty land, 
and exploited accordingly. Hydro 
Quebec has built dams without 
consulting the community, in at 
least one case submerging a burial 
ground. Later, they improved 
their behaviour by notifying the 
community ahead of planned dam 
construction. The community was 
forced to move another burial 
ground to a nearby island.

Logging companies were 
allowed to clear the land with 
impunity, and with no benefit 
to the community. For years, 
community members peacefully 
blockaded logging roads, risking 
violence from loggers and violence 
from police.

Despite the presence of 
several Hydro Quebec dams, 
the community is still powered 
by a diesel generator. According 
to one estimate, $100 million 
in revenue is extracted from 
the Barriere Lake Algonquins’ 
traditional territory every year. Of 
that $100 million, the community 
receives nothing, and employment 
opportunities are scarce.

Many of those at the 
blockade had been sent to 
residential schools as children. 

There, they were abused physically 
and sexually, and punished for 
speaking their mother tongue. The 
psychological legacy of this trauma 
has been compounded by the 
enforced austerity of the reserve, 
where unemployment, deep 
poverty and inadequate housing is 
the norm. Families sleep as many 
as 15 to a house, and many houses 
have fallen into disrepair.

Against this seemingly 
desperate backdrop, the communi-
ty’s resilience is impressive. Elders 
say that their connection to the 
land, which they see as intimately 
tied to their language, is alive 
and well. Community members 
hunt for food, rely on traditional 
knowledge to gather medicine and 
food, and are well acquainted with 
the land they still live on, despite 
the 59-acre boundary.

Their resilience extends to 
political dealings. After years of 
peaceful blockades of logging 
roads, the community signed the 
Trilateral Agreement with Canada 
and Quebec, a landmark resource-
sharing agreement that was 
praised by the UN. One academic 
observer wrote that the agreement 
“constitutes a category of its own 
and is unmatched in its vision as 
well as in the problems its propo-
nents have had to overcome.”

“This Agreement was 
designed to address a situation, 
where a small aboriginal 
community, the Algonquins of 
Barriere Lake in La Verendrye 
Park, pursuing an essentially land-
based way of life, saw themselves 
confronted with aggressive 
resource exploitation in their 
traditional use area...”

Cognizant that government 
policy does not recognize and 
accommodate aboriginal title 
to the land (at least, not in the 
current political climate), they 
came up with an innovative 
approach of curbing the logging, 
recreational hunting and damming 
that had taken place on their 
traditional territory while giving 
the community a say in where 
and when outside uses of the land 
would happen. The community 
spent considerable time and 
resources mapping out all of its 

traditional use areas, detailing their 
uses of the indigenous plant and 
animal life. The report advocates 
policies that “sustain and expand 
the environmental resource base,” 
while enabling their traditional 
way of life to continue.

The first phase of the 
agreement was signed in 1991. 
Since then, the Federal and 
Provincial governments have 
done much to try to back out 
of it. Twice, they have played 
politics with divisions within the 
community, imposing minority 
faction Band governments against 
the customary leadership selection 
rules that Indian Affairs is 
supposed to uphold.

The last time they did that 
was in March. Under a Third 
Party Manager imposed by Indian 
Affairs in 2006, new staff were 
placed in schools, who punished 
children for speaking Algonquin. 
Peaceful blockades attempting to 
keep the imposed band chief off 
the reserve were met with pepper 
spray and arrests. Members of the 
last legitimately appointed chief 
and council and their support-
ers have faced systematic police 
harassment.

Since March, the Algonquins 
of Barriere Lake have demon-
strated several times, always 
demanding the same things: 
that the government observe a 
leadership reselection process 
and acknowledge the result, and 
that the government uphold its 
obligations under the Trilateral 
Agreement. They have been to 
Ottawa several times. In one case, 
Algonquins and several supporters 
(I was among them) staged a sit-in 
in Lawrence Cannon’s office.

Rather than promise to meet 
the demands or negotiate with the 
protesters, Cannon ordered police 
to remove us. Six were arrested.

Media coverage has been 
anemic. Officials have taken 
the cynical but effective tack 
of framing it as a complicated 
situation, with many competing 
interests and personalities. 
The truth of this is allowed to 
overshadow, if not block out 
completely, what is straightfor-

‘Barriere Lake’ Continued from page 9
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ward about the agreement, the 
community, and their desire to 
be able to continue their way of 
life and govern themselves with 
dignity. Pressed with multiple 
deadlines, journalists do the 
equivalent of throwing their hands 
in the air and call it a “dispute” 
over “leadership”. Racist assump-
tions do the heavy lifting, and the 
message becomes “Indians fighting 
over money.”

A kid is in the back of a 
truck that’s moving away from the 
advancing line of riot police. He’s 
got a faux-gold-encrusted cap on 
that reads “millionaire.” He sings 
the chorus of War’s 1975 single.

“Why can’t we be friends, 

why can’t weee be friends.”
The police are pushing us 

further up the access road that 
leads to the reserve. The Algon-
quins begin to react as if to an 
insult.

“What, are you going to 
walk with us all the way to Rapid 
Lake?”

“Are you going to trap us on 
that fifty-nine acres?”

“We’ll keep coming back, 
we’ll keep fighting.”

The last protesters, isolated 
from hearing the yells of dem-
onstrators, and made to feel 
excruciating pain with blankets 
over their heads, “clip out” from 
the lock-boxes, but we can no 

longer see them. The police have 
pushed us a few hundred metres 
back. Algonquins fall trees in 
the road and build fires to block 
their advance. The riot police step 
around the fires and keep coming.

It is past dark, five kilometres 
away from the highway, at the 
reserve. A former chief walks by.

“I guess we’ve got their 
answer, eh?”

He smiles as he says it.
Community members have 

gathered around a campfire. An 
elder addresses the non-native 
supporters.

“We’re glad you came,” she 
said.

“Now you see what they do 

to us.”
Kids on the reserve are 

playing police-themed versions of 
childhood games. “I arrested you.”

It’s the next morning. The 
community is preparing a feast 
for the afternoon. Moose meat, 
fried bannock, fish caught between 
shifts at the blockade. An elder sits 
in his kitchen, fielding calls from 
the media. The media coverage 
of the blockade and subsequent 
attack will be minimal, and limited 
to local outlets.

“We’re going to keep 
fighting.”

His tone makes it clear that 
there was never any doubt. 

rights usurped be restored, and 
that reasonable compensation 
be made for past transgressions. 
Territory should be restored where 
it has been illegally taken away. 
And the existing aboriginal right 
to govern upon that territory 
should be respected.”

Fifteen of the 18 Sundancers 
at Ts’peten were found guilty, 
including Secwepemc Elder 
Wolverine (William Jones Ignace), 
who was found guilty of mischief 
to property and other crimes.

Wolverine contended that 
ranch “owner” Lyall James was a 
squatter on indigenous land.

“It’s the real criminals who 
are in control here. The judges,” he 
said. “The lawyers. The politicians. 
And in the enforcement arm, the 
RCMP and its agencies. These are 
the real criminals because they’re 
covering up the theft of native 
land.”

Clark stated that the treaty 
process is designed to “extinguish 
the Indians’ natural law, interna-
tional law and constitutional law 
right of jurisdiction that otherwise 
is not supposed to be ‘molested 
or disturbed’ by domestic crown 
governments, their courts or their 
police.” Clark implicated the 

judiciary in the “theft of jurisdic-
tion” and cover up of genocide. An 
RCMP management team video 
depicted Ryan relaying orders 
from Superintendent Len Olfert: 
“Kill this Clark and smear the 
prick and everyone with him,” and, 
“Clark is a goddamned snake.”

The Law Society of Upper 
Canada v. Bruce Clark acknowl-
edged on June 19, 1996, that “the 
‘genocide’ of which Mr. Clark 
speaks is real” and inescapable. 
Despite this, Clark was disbarred 
in 1999 for being “ungovernable.”

Clark does not flinch from 
indicting many of his peers in the 

genocide. He contends that the 
judiciary is running the “perfect 
scam,” “the absolute quintes-
sence of crime personified” by 
preventing an impartial third 
party from ruling on the genocide 
perpetrated on the Original 
Peoples in Canada. Wrote Clark, 
“The moment you get third party 
adjudication, it’s game over for 
these criminals.”

Kim Petersen is the Original Peoples 
Editor for The Dominion.
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to escalate, so I’ve been keeping 
tabs on the way that the Taliban 
and the Afghan people are being 
portrayed.

“I think that soon enough 
we’re going to start to see that 
if you keep thinking that these 
people aren’t even human beings, 
you’re not going to be treating 
them as such. I think it is just 
going to explode, where Canada is 
going to be humiliated and embar-
rassed by the way we’re treating 
civilians of enemy combatants or 
anyone who’s in our hands in that 
way.”

How do we avoid heading 
down that road? For Steuter, 
the first step is to develop more 

informed and critical-thinking 
media consumers. The last chapter 
of At War with Metaphor, 
“Talking our way to peace,” 
outlines her vision of how more 
critical debate can help break 
apart the monolithic viewpoint 
presented by corporate media and 
that government public relations 
should have a more rounded 
debate on military exploits. The 
lack of a critical approach, she 
says, is what led to prisoner abuses 
at Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo 
Bay, where images and videos of 
prisoner abuse have clearly shown 
a physical manifestation of the 
metaphorical dehumanization 
within the media.

“The very famous picture 
we have of [US Army Specialist] 
Lynndie England is her standing 
over a prisoner who’s on all-fours 
naked on the end of a leash. Look 
at the pictures at Guantanamo 
Bay–they’re chained to the ground 
in little cages with water bowls like 
dogs. So these are the actions that 
are following [from the media’s 
dehumanization].” To counter this, 
people need to start revisiting their 
own everyday language in discuss-
ing the war–and challenging the 
language used by others.

“If we start to consciously 
change our language and start 
to talk about the criminal acts 
that have to be prosecuted and 

tried and that people need to be 
brought to justice for their actions, 
then we will see a much better 
situation in terms of addressing 
the problems of the violence and 
not of spreading the abuses with 
it. So having a personal conscious-
ness of the use of language and 
calling others to account, calling 
them on it in the way that we 
do often call public figures and 
journalists on inappropriate 
language in other contexts, I think 
it’s definitely something that we 
need to step up.”

Tim McSorley is Media Analysis Editor 
at The Dominion.
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forces serve as daily reminders that 
politicians and business leaders 
place profit before the well-being 
of people and the land.

As far as politicians and 
economic development techno-
crats are concerned, the ‘progress’ 
brought to the Guajira by the 
mine is measurable through 
indicators such as increased 
GDP and foreign investment, the 
creation of mining jobs, and public 
relations-boosting social spending 
by the Cerrejón Foundation, the 
charity arm of the company.

In reality, many of the best 
jobs have gone to outsiders and 
the investment in healthcare 
and education programming by 
the Cerrejón Foundation has 
occurred only in the Guajira’s 
main municipal areas of Riohacha 
and Barrancas, out of reach of the 
remote communities in the rural 
zones near the mine.

In the Cerrejón Environ-
mental Impact Statement, the 

companies downplayed the Wayuu 
and Afro-Colombian cultures by 
claiming “The human settlements 
in the study area are not well 
developed... The only population 
along the railroad line is Uribia, 
which is a small indigenous 
community with a primitive 
infrastructure.”

Villagers from the Wayuu 
community of Tamaquitos, 
along with the Afro-Colombian 
communities of Chancleta, Roche, 
Patilla and the already destroyed 
Tabaco, worked hard to make 
their voices heard as they resist the 
advances of the mine.

“We’ve gone from being 
a productive community to a 
community of paupers,” said 
president of the Chancleta 
neighborhood council, Wilman 
Palmezano, “In the 1980s, the 
company started buying up land 
and today we have nowhere left 
to sow crops, nowhere to put our 
animals.”

“Life was rich, we shared, 
and no one suffered because we 
shared what we had,” explained 
Emilio Pérez, a former resident of 
Tabaco. “But the last nine years 
we have had no land to work. We 
are displaced, and we have no 
lodging.”

Years of work to raise the 
profile of their struggle has 
started yielding results, and the 
community members can now 
count the mine’s unionized 
workforce among their allies. 
Despite already facing enormous 
struggles of their own, the workers 
of Sintracarbón, the national 
union of coal industry workers, 
insisted that the plight of the 
communities affected by the 
Cerrejón’s operations are indeed a 
concern for the workers, and the 
union succeeded in convincing 
the company to be at the table for 
future negotiations with commu-
nities concerning their land.

The villagers contest Cerre-

jón’s propaganda tagline “Coal for 
the world, progress for Colombia.”

“There’s been talk of coal 
for the world and progress 
for Colombia. If that is so, we 
ask, to what country do our 
towns of Chancleta, Roche 
and Tabaco belong?” asked 
Eder Arregoces, president of 
Chancleta’s community action 
council. “[Cerrejón] may be one 
of the largest coal mines in Latin 
America but most families here 
can eat only one meal a day,” he 
said.

Solidarity from Atlantic 
Canada, via the Mining the Con-
nections campaign, has sought to 
raise awareness among consumers 
of the coal and bring international 
attention to the strugging com-
munities.

Suzanne MacNeil is a political science 
student and associate editor of Colombia 
Journal.

per cent of the labour force of 
West Virginia, which produces 
15 per cent of coal in the US, and 
makes up 50 per cent of the US’ 
coal exports. Coal mining is one of 
few industries that exists here.

Mountaintop removal coal 
mining could never happen in a 
rich community. For example, in 
Greenbrier County, West Virginia, 
a wealthy county with little coal 
mining history only a few hours 
away, members of the second 
home community vehemently 
fought a proposed wind farm on 
their mountains because of the 
damage to their viewshed and 
second home market. The same 
government officials that have 
refused to help Prenter citizens 
get clean water have supported 
the Greenbrier citizens in their 
fight to keep their view clear of 
unsightly windmills.

Environmentalists working 
on this issue quickly realize that a 
few laws are not going to fix this 
problem. The mono-economy of 
Appalachia needs to be diversified, 
and the value system that tells us 
what is worth money and what is 

not needs a second look.
Coal is profitable because it 

externalizes the costs of extraction 
and burning onto the surrounding 
communities and the government. 
Coal trucks tear up area roads; 
abusive employee treatment leads 
to disabled workers; bad water 
and air pollution lead to sickness. 
These are only a few of the costs 
government and communities 
must absorb in addition to the 
tax cuts and subsidies already 
provided to big coal. Even if we 
could put a price tag on the nearly 
500 mountains that have been 
destroyed in Appalachia so far, the 
environmental costs alone would 
make the price of mountaintop 
removal coal too high.

“The coal company always 
talks about jobs - there are no jobs 
on a dead planet,” Judy Bonds, the 
Goldman Award-winning legend 
with Coal River Mountain Watch 
mining often says.

“I know that our community 
survived before there was electric-
ity,” adds Virginia activist Kathy 
Selvage of Southern Appalachian 
Mountain Stewards, “But I don’t 
think we can survive without clean 

water, or air to breathe.”
About 12 per cent of total 

energy consumption in Canada 
comes from coal (it’s about 50 per 
cent in the US), and about 40 per 
cent of the coal Ontario Power 
Generation uses is Appalachian 
coal. The fact is, we live in a 
world where blow drying your 
hair in Canada blows up family 
cemeteries and pristine streams 
in Appalachia. Deforestation and 
coal processing in Appalachia is 
increasing the effects of global 
warming in Canada.

In the words of English 
journalist and activist George 
Monbiot, “Everything I have 
fought for and that all campaign-
ers for social justice have ever 
fought for - food, clean water, 
shelter, security - is jeopardized by 
climate change.”

Appalachian author Ann 
Pancake has said, “What we are 
doing to this land is not only 
murder; it is suicide.”

“Something must be done. 
You have got to do something,” 
Larry Gibson tells his visitors.

The Coal River Wind 
Project is trying to do something. 

The group is attempting to 
block a 6,600 acre mountaintop 
removal permit by proposing 440 
megawatts of industrial scale wind 
on the mountain instead.

Both Barack Obama and 
John McCain have publicly stated 
their opposition to mountaintop 
removal coal mining, yet both 
continue to support ‘clean coal.’ 
The ‘clean’ in ‘clean coal’ refers to 
carbon sequestration at power 
plants and not to the extraction 
process. Thus, ‘clean coal’ can 
still come from the ripped off 
mountain tops in Appalachia.

Neither candidate has 
expressed support for the Clean 
Water Protection Act, which 
would curtail the use of most 
valley fills in Appalachia. This bill 
currently has 152 co-sponsors in 
the House but has not yet been 
introduced in the Senate.

Dana Kuhnline lives in West Virginia 
where she works for The Alliance for 
Appalachia, a coalition of 13 non-profits 
with the goal of ending mountaintop 
removal and creating a just sustainable 
Appalachia.
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supporters. Their aim on the 
battlefield had been to free their 
brothers in southernmost West 
Virginia from the oppression of 
the coal company by extending 
their union, the United Min-
eworkers of America (UMWA), 
to them.

Even in West Virginia 
most people know little about 
the Battle of Blair Mountain. 
The story has been passed down 
in union families, but for more 
than half a century the battle was 
not mentioned in public-school 
textbooks, a suppression of their 
history that still rankles some 
West Virginians. Today, Blair 
Mountain is noted in schoolbooks, 
but only briefly.

Weekley, however, had grown 
up learning about the battle. His 
mother told him members of 
the miners’ army had camped in 
Pigeonroost and that her parents 
had taken them food, despite 
warnings they were risking arrest 
or worse. Weekley eventually grew 
determined to save the miners’ 
battlefield from mining and to 
honour it “This is what made our 
union…,” he says, “this battle right 
here on Blair Mountain.”

The struggle to commemo-
rate it goes on to this day and has 
finally made some headway. After 
three decades of fruitless attempts 
to nominate the battlefield to 
the National Register of Historic 
Places, the federal government is 
now considering awarding it that 
historic status. Yet even if it does, 
that will not necessarily keep coal 
companies from destroying it 
through strip-mining. The fight to 
preserve the battlefield continues.

The Weekleys were referred 
to a neophyte environmental 
lawyer in a firm that represented 
the poor for free. Indeed, they 

were Joe Lovett’s first clients. No 
one had ever sued over mountain-
top removal and Lovett had to 
find grounds to do so. He called 
every environmental lawyer he 
could think of, but no one had 
any ideas. And only one, a law 
professor, was initially interested. 
“It’s Appalachia,” they told him. 
“See, nobody serves Appalachia.” 
Lovett finally figured out he could 
sue under the US Clean Water 
and Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Acts. He wound up 
filing in federal court on behalf 
of Pigeonroost and two other 
communities experiencing similar 
problems. There were six plaintiffs 
beside the Weekleys, plus the West 
Virginia Highlands Conservancy.

While Joe Lovett poured 
over mining law, Weekley and 
Sibby were doing their own legal 
research at the county courthouse 
and at home. Lucinda says her 
father preferred knowing the law 
himself to relying on someone 
else’s word. Weekley had wanted 
to be a lawyer as a youngster and 
had started taking classes in law 
in junior high. Instead he had met 
Sibby in Pigeonroost and married 
her at age 18 and gone to work in 
the mines.

The last judge Lovett wanted 
to hear the case, named Robertson 
vs Bragg, was Charles H. Haden 
II, a Republican from a mining 
family whose rulings took a 
decidedly pro-mining bent. But 
Haden got the case. Weekley 
encountered Arch’s general 
counsel, Blair Gardner, speaking 
at a conference and badgered him 
mercilessly until he agreed to 
come to Pigeonroost to see what 
was at stake. A battery of reporters 
learned of the meeting and met 
an unsuspecting Gardner there. 
That day, Weekley, as always, spoke 

from the heart, while Gardner, 
struck by nature’s abundance in 
Pigeonroost, remarked, “This 
is like a rainforest.” It was, says 
Lovett, their first media victory.

While the court case 
proceeded, Weekley was speaking 
out at protest rallies and in 
interviews. “Just ’cuz I have a 
high-school education and was 
born in a hollow don’t mean I’m a 
dumbass hillbilly,” Weekley says.

Then Judge Haden himself 
came to Pigeonroost before flying 
over southern West Virginia to see 
mountaintop removal firsthand–
remarkably, at the defense’s 
request. On landing, “Haden was 
astonished,” writes Penny Loeb in 
Moving Mountains, her penetrat-
ing book on the Bragg case and its 
key figures, “‘What were they ever 
thinking to take me up there?’ he 
said to his clerks.” Says Lovett, “I 
think that the flyover and the visit 
turned him completely.”

A few days later, Haden 
stunned nearly everyone by issuing 
a preliminary injunction that 
barred opening Spruce #1. (His 
opinion cited the threat to wildlife 
and aquatic life in Pigeonroost.) 
That meant the 300 or so Dal-Tex 
miners who were ready to transfer 
to the new mine now faced a 
layoff. Arch, the miners, and 
the county commission howled. 
“COMMISSION: THIS IS 
WAR” headlined the local Logan 
Banner. One day, when the two 
sides were negotiating several 
issues in the Charleston court-
house, “A noisy parade of coal 
trucks continually drove around 
the courthouse constantly honking 
their horns–heard loud and clear 
by Judge Haden and all the rest 
of us,” recalls plaintiff Cindy 
Rank. (Nearly all the other issues 
would be settled in the plaintiffs’ 

favour with lasting effects in West 
Virginia, including smaller valley 
fills and improved reclamation.)

But this was nothing 
compared to the reaction that 
October, when Haden not only 
made the injunction permanent 
but also banned the dumping of 
mining debris in West Virginia 
streams–in effect, ending moun-
taintop removal throughout 
Appalachia.

Lovett had won a landmark 
decision, and Pigeonroost seemed 
safe from mining. But the decision 
brought denunciations from the 
coal industry and a declaration of 
a state of emergency from Gov. 
Cecil Underwood. A thousand 
coal miners rallied in Washington, 
D.C. “Things were really tense,” 
says Lovett. “We were lucky no 
one was killed.”

A few days later, Haden 
sought to calm the waters by 
staying his ruling temporar-
ily. Strip-mining immediately 
resumed. Ultimately, his far-
reaching decision would be 
reversed by an appellate court on 
the grounds that the case should 
have been brought in state court, 
leaving the legality of valley 
fills–and so mountaintop removal 
itself–unresolved. They would be 
challenged again and again in 
various courts. Weekley’s lawsuit 
had opened the door to legal 
combat over mountaintop removal. 
This year, however, the Spruce 
#1 mine started operating and 
mountaintop removal has begun 
in Pigeonroost within sight and 
sound of Weekley’s home.

Peter Slavin, a freelance journalist 
based outside Washington, DC, has been 
writing about the West Virginia coalfields 
since 1995.

‘Hillbilly vs. Coal,’ continued from page 8
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Zoellik from the World Bank 
warned that poverty could grow 
worldwide as a result of the 
crisis, stating, “All countries are 
moving into a danger zone.” The 
IMF predicted that “developed” 
countries will see their economies 
contract. Federal Reserve Board 
Chairman Alan Greenspan said 
that the bottoming out of markets, 
which would mark the end of 
the downwards economic slide 
resulting from the financial crisis, 
will likely be “sometime in the 
first half of next year.” In Canada, 
a coalition of industry groups 
and lobbyists wrote a letter to 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
urging him to mount a govern-
ment rescue package–including 
emergency lines of credit–to keep 
Canada’s battered manufacturing 
sector afloat during the financial 
crisis.

A firehall in in Oakhill, Nova 
Scotia, caught fire.

The obscure two-sentence pledge 
by the Conservative Party of 
Canada in their recent platform 
to “establish a new, non-partisan 
democracy promotion agency that 
will help emerging democracies 
build democratic institutions 
and support peaceful democratic 
change in repressive countries,” 
could lead to US Republican-style 
interference in the affairs of other 
countries, NDP and Liberal 
representatives told the Canadian 
Press. Concerns were also raised 
over proposals for the upcoming 
CPC convention to once again 
introduce legislation to protect 
“unborn children” and to examine 
establishing a “North American 
perimeter” with the United States.

The United Kingdom was warned 
by the EU’s Joint Committee on 
Human Rights that if prisoners 
don’t have the right to vote in 
the next general elections, the 
elections will be considered 
illegal. Britain’s 84,000 prisoners 
currently do not have the right to 
vote, nor do “people with learning 
disabilities or a mental illness 
deemed incapable of making a 
reasoned judgment,” according to 

the Guardian.

Studs Terkel died on October 31, 
at age 96. He was considered to be 
among the finest oral historians in 
the USA.

Known as “Mama Africa,” singer 
and anti-apartheid activist Miriam 
Makeba died of a heart attack.

The Tyee released an in-depth 
report on housing standards in 
the City of Vancouver. The report 
highlights how a major Vancouver 
slumlord has avoided doing repairs 
on their buildings and dodged any 
attempt at City enforcement.

Members of the Halifax Coalition 
Against Poverty (HCAP) 
occupied the office of Nova Scotia 
Department of Community 
Services in response to the closure 
of Pendleton Place, a “harm 
reduction” shelter in Halifax. “The 
decision not to reopen Pendleton 
Place is a cost cutting move by the 
provincial government that will 
take $150,000 out of the shelter 
system in Halifax,” stated a pre-
action notice by HCAP.

Cuba and Russia agreed to 
several trade agreements involving 
automobiles, wheat, oil and nickel.

The tiny nation of Bhutan 
underwent a major political shift 
as Bhutan’s new king became the 
youngest monarch in the world.

A 42-year-old American living 
in Berlin who is recovering from 
leukemia therapy appears to have 
been cured of AIDS. Doctors 
have not been able to detect HIV 
in his blood for more than 600 
days. The patient’s hematologist 
had replaced his bone marrow 
cells with those from a donor who 
has a naturally occurring genetic 
mutation that renders his cells 
immune to almost all strains of 
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

Japanese scientists created clones 
from mice that had been dead and 
frozen for 15 years. The experi-
ment “gives some hope for those 
who might seek to clone extinct 

species from frozen carcasses,” said 
one scientist.

Writer Michael Crichton, author 
of Jurassic Park, died.

Thanks to the high price of food 
and recent drought in Afghani-
stan, it is estimated that 1.6 
million children under five years of 
age and 625,000 women of child 
bearing age are at risk of dying 
this winter.

A study commissioned by the 
Austrian Agency for Health and 
Food Safety found that mice 
fed with genetically modified 
corn developed by the US-based 
Monsanto Corporation had lower 
fertility and body weight.

The UN called on the Harper 
government to investigate why 
hundreds of deaths and disap-
pearances of Aboriginal women 
remain unsolved.

Hungarian President Laszlo 
Solyom asked Governor General 
Michäelle Jean to prevent the 
opening of the Rosia Montana 
gold mine. The proposed open 
pit mine, owned by Gabriel 
Resources, would flood out villages 
and cemeteries.

The ETC Group released “Who 
Owns Nature?”, a report on 
corporate concentration in com-
mercial food, farming, health and 
the strategic push to commodify 
the planet’s remaining natural 
resources. The report reveals 
that 10 companies now control 
more than two-thirds of global 
proprietary seed sales. The report 
also points to a very different 
reality and a powerful contrast 
to the corporate-controlled 
life sciences. Although a single 
company–Monsanto–accounts for 
almost one-quarter of proprietary 
seed sales, about three-quarters of 
the world’s farmers routinely save 
seeds from their harvest and grow 
locally-bred varieties.

As part of the International Week 
Against Israel’s Apartheid Wall, 
the Ontario Coalition Against 

Poverty erected a cement wall 
in front of a building owned 
by elite real estate developer 
Leviev-Boymelgreen. According 
to OCAP, Leviev-Boymelgreen 
builds Israeli settlements in 
Occupied Palestine as well as 
luxury condos in Toronto.

Algonquins from Barriere 
Lake blockaded highway 117 in 
Northern Quebec for a second 
time. The community wants 
Quebec and Canada to respect 
environmental and revenue-
sharing agreements and Canada to 
end interference in their leadership 
selection.

Wal Mart shoppers trampled a 
Wal Mart employee to death at 
the Valley Stream location on 
Long Island, NY. The shoppers 
took the store’s doors off their 
hinges and stampeded towards 
the Christmas discounts, crushing 
the worker underneath. Two 
people were also reported dead 
after a shooting in a Toys R Us 
store in California. The killings 
took place on November 28, aptly 
named “Black Friday,” the busiest 
shopping day of the year in the 
United States. November 28 is 
also Buy Nothing Day.

Independent journalist Anthony 
Fenton revealed Pierre Pettigrew’s 
current role as an adviser to 
Canadian oil companies in Iraq.

Six teenagers were arraigned for 
gang assault and hate crimes in 
the killing of an Ecuadorean man 
who had lived in the US for 16 
years. The killing occurred in Long 
Island during one of the teenagers’ 
regular outings during which they 
would target and hurt (in this case 
fatally) Latinos. “To them, it was a 
sport. We know for sure that there 
are more victims out there,” said 
Thomas J. Spota, Suffolk County’s 
district attorney.

Fifteen Palestinian fishermen 
and three international Human 
Rights Observers (HROs) were 
surrounded by the Israeli Navy 
and taken from their boats seven 

‘Month in Review,’ continued from page 3
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miles off the coast of Deir al 
Balah, Gaza Strip. The HROs 
have been accompanying Palestin-
ian fishermen who are regularly 
attacked by Israeli navy vessels 
from as little as three kilometres 
from shore. They have filmed 
Israeli forces using live ammuni-
tion, shells and water cannons 
against unarmed fishermen. These 
attacks constitute breaches of the 
current cease-fire. Over 40,000 
people in Gaza make a living from 
the fishing industry.

Mike Mercredi from the 
community of Fort Chipewyan, 
Alberta, continued to speak out 
about the effects of the tar sands 
on his community. He referred to 
the dirty crude projects as “slow 
industrial genocide” for Dene and 
Cree people living downstream.

Over 1,500 women activists 
from around the world gathered 
in Cape Town, South Africa to 
participate in the 11th Interna-
tional Forum on Women’s Rights 
and Development. Organized by 
the Toronto based Association 
of Women in Development, the 
forum featured discussions on 
women’s struggles for respect of 
labour, health, housing and indig-
enous rights, peace building efforts 
in conflict and post-conflict situ-
ations, building social movements 
across the Occupied Territories 
and Israel (and beyond), and 
initiatives to counteract global 
religious fundamentalist tenden-
cies. For Papua New Guinean 
Onge Nufuk of the Mining 
Affected Women’s Foundation 
and the International Women and 
Mining Network, “We are fighting 
for issues affecting our communi-
ties as a whole; our societies as 
a whole, not just for individual 
development based on the concept 
of ‘me.’”

Jack Layton canceled a visit to 
Vancouver because of the possibil-
ity that opposition parties may 
bring down the Harper govern-
ment through the formation of 
a coalition. The Conservatives 
floated a proposal to ban strikes 
for all public service workers until 

2010-2011, a plan which the 
Public Service Alliance of Canada 
called “an affront to free collective 
bargaining.”

Gregor Robertson was elected 
Mayor of Vancouver. Robertson’s 
Vision Vancouver candidates, 
together with two elected COPE 
councilors, took away every council 
seat but one from the right-wing 
Non Partisan Association.

The route to be followed by the 
Olympic torch was announced. 
The torch route will crisscross 
Canada, visiting 1,020 communi-
ties including 115 “Aboriginal 
Centres” over 106 days. The 
Vancouver Sun quoted Tewanee 
Joseph from the Four Host First 
Nations Secretariat saying that he 
hoped that the “native resistance” 
to the games would be alleviated 
due to their inclusion in the 
torch ceremonies. In addition, 
Vancouver’s Olympic Organizing 
Committee announced where road 
closures would be during the 2010 
Olympics, and asked businesses 
to shut down during the games. 
“We have hundreds of thousands 
of people earning less than $10 an 
hour in this province. They simply 
cannot afford to lose two weeks 
pay because their employer decides 
to shut down their business during 
the Olympics,” said Jim Sinclair 
from the BC Federation of 
Labour. Anti-Olympics protestors 
garnered media attention by doing 
outreach to the international press, 
who were visiting Vancouver on a 
junket.

The number of families who 
applied to receive Christmas 
hampers in Charlottetown has 
soared to over 400, up from 50 
last year.

The NDP spoke out about the fact 
that children who are removed 
from their families by the Ministry 
of Social Services are being 
housed in daycares and hotels in 
Saskatchewan.

The CBC reported that people 
who immigrate to PEI often do 
not get back the “deposits” that 

they are required to give the 
provincial government under the 
Provincial Nominee Program. One 
deposit is for $25,000 and acts as 
a “guarantee” that the person will 
stay in the province for at least a 
year, the second is for $20,000, and 
is refunded after the person learns 
English.

Irish politicians pushed for a 
second referendum on the ratifica-
tion of the Lisbon Treaty. The 
Irish voted against ratifying the 
EU harmonization deal in June, 
but the Treaty will not go ahead 
unless all 27 EU states ratify it. 
Together with Ireland, Poland and 
the Czech Republic have not yet 
ratified the Lisbon Treaty.

Dick Cheney and Alberto 
Gonzales were indicted for 
organized crime by a South Texas 
grand jury. The indictment relates 
to Cheney’s stake in the Willacy 
County’s federal detention centers, 
and an alleged failure by Gonzales 
to properly investigate prisoner 
abuse at the jails. The indictment 
has not been seen by a Judge.

The time line for bringing the 
Irving Oil refinery in New 
Brunswick up to full capacity has 
doubled from four to eight years.

A cholera outbreak in Zimbabwe 
has killed at least 400 people, 
which represents only the “tip of 
the iceberg” of how bad the crisis 
could get, according to the United 
Nations.

Rafael Correa, the President of 
Ecuador, announced that the 
country “will seek to not pay the 
illegitimate, corrupt, and illegal 
foreign debt.” According to the 
the Americas Policy Program, 
Ecuador’s foreign debt increased 
from $240 million in 1970 to 
$17.4 billion in 2007.

Tens of thousands of people 
marched from the southern 
Colombian city of Cali to Bogotá 
as part of a popular movement 
known as a Minga. “The Minga 
once again confirms that this 
government is not with the 

people, that its economic policies 
favor multinational capital at the 
expense of the people, that it does 
not respect the fundamentals of 
the Constitution, that it accuses 
anyone who demands their rights 
of being a terrorist, and that it uses 
the tools of the mass communica-
tion media to silence the popular 
will, and distract public opinion 
with lies and threats,” reads the 
final document of the mobiliza-
tion.

Attacks in Mumbai killed over 
195 people as bombs were 
detonated in different areas of 
the city. “So many simultaneous 
attacks on so many different parts 
of the city, with gunmen taking 
hostages in some places, setting 
off bombs in others, settling in 
to fight commandos for days in 
others, is something new, and 
terrifying,” wrote Justin Podur. 
“People of India are resilient. 
People of India are strong. They 
have built a vibrant, multiethnic 
democracy that can withstand 
this trial. Their financial capital 
of Mumbai will continue to be 
the center of commerce and 
prosperity,” said George W. Bush, 
speaking from the White House 
lawn.

Seven prisoners were murdered, 
five of them beheaded, during 
fighting between inmates at the 
Pavoncito prison in the outskirts 
of Guatemala City.

Ten thousand high school 
students in Berlin protested 
accelerated testing and demanded 
more teachers, smaller class 
sizes, and free education for all. 
Some students rioted. German 
newspaper Die Welt called an “orgy 
of destruction.” During the riot, a 
monument to ‘Reichskristallnacht’ 
or Night of the Broken Glass, was 
partially destroyed, and university 
staffers “placed themselves in front 
of the busts of the intellectual 
giants such as Hegel and Fichte 
that line the hallways in order to 
protect them.”

from previous page
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The town center of the Resguardo (Reserve) of Jambaló in Northern Cauca. On November 26th, seven people were kidnapped on the road 
leading out of Jambaló's town center, in the village of Pioyá. Five were liberated later that night, and the other two in the early hours of the 
next day. The hostages were liberated by the Indigenous Guard of Jambaló and members of the community, and four of the five kidnappers 
were apprehended.

Dawn Paley’s photo essay on Indigenous justice in Northern Cauca, and other 
reports from Colombia, are available online at: www.dominionpaper.ca


