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In the midst of Alberta’s 
provincial election campaign, 
incumbent Premier Ed 
Stelmach was confronted 
on a campaign stop in Fort 
McMurray by Mikisew Cree 
resident George Poitras. 
Poitras publicly accused the 
premier of dismissing evidence 
of accelerated rates of cancer 
within Fort Chipewyan and 
other first nations communi-
ties downstream from tar 
sands projects. Pressure from 
first nations organizations 
within the province has been 
mounting upon the provincial 
government in recent weeks. 
At a meeting in Calgary on 
February 25, first nations 
chiefs from across the province 
passed a resolution calling for 
a moratorium on new develop-
ments within the tar sands; 200 
residents of Fort Chipewyan 
staged a rally outside Alberta’s 
legislature days later. Most 
made a 600-kilometre drive in 
order to attend the rally. The 
community of 1,200 has seen 
the deaths of six of its residents 
to cancer over the last month 
alone.

Students at York University 
have won a significant victory 
after University President 
Mamdouh Shoukri announced 
that York would be adopting a 
‘no sweat’ policy for its clothing 
and apparel. The announce-
ment followed a two-day 
sit-in outside Shoukri’s office 
by members of the Sustain-
able Purchasing Coalition, 
after organizers demanded to 
personally present a petition 
signed by over one thousand 
York students. York becomes 
the 17th Canadian university to 
adopt a ‘no sweat’ policy, which 
will require companies to set 
minimum labour standards 
before the University will buy 
their products. These codes of 
conduct are a form of large-
scale consumer pressure 
designed to assist apparel and 
textile workers who struggle 
for better working conditions.

In Colombia, 40,000 people 
marched in Bogota calling for 
the government to rein in para-

military forces throughout the 
country. Marchers at the dem-
onstration, organized by the 
National Movement of Victims 
of State Crimes, carried photo-
graphs of the thousands of indi-
viduals who have been killed or 
disappeared by paramilitary 
organizations throughout the 
country. Paramilitary organi-

zations such as the United Self-
Defense Forces of Colombia 
(AUC) have had close ties to 
Colombia’s military over the last 
few decades, and have carried 
out an average of 600 political 
killings each year since 2002. 
The demonstration occurred 
in the midst of the contro-
versy surrounding Colombia’s 
military attack within Ecuador, 
which killed several members 
of the FARC-EP, the leftist 
rebel political organization, 
including Paul Reyes, FARC 
chief ideologue. Although the 
attacks were later condoned 
by most mainstream commen-
tators in the United States, 

including both Democrat front-
runners Hillary Clinton and 
Barack Obama, the act drew 
the ire of Colombia’s neigh-
bours, particularly Presidents 
Hugo Chavez of Venezuala 
and Rafael Correa of Ecuador, 
and nearly provoked a regional 
military crisis.

At Seneca College, just outside 
Toronto, cafeteria and janito-
rial staff–members of the food 
service union UNITE HERE–
began a strike, demanding 
improvements in wages 
and benefits. The workers, 
employed by the multi-national 
food service giant Aramark, 
earn just above minimum 
wage, and receive little in 
benefits while facing “abusive 
behaviour by supervisors.” The 
strike followed Aramark’s offer 
of a raise of ten cents per hour, 
which workers have called 
“ridiculous.” “We voted–100 
per cent–to take strike action, 
because these poor working 

conditions can’t go on,” said 
Andy Chui, a janitor at Seneca’s 
Markham campus and member 
of UNITE HERE’s Aramark 
bargaining committee. “This 
company makes a lot of money 
and we’re simply asking for a 
living wage and to be treated 
with dignity and respect.”

Aramark employees at the Uni-
versity of Toronto also staged 
a rally, demanding the company 
honour their contractually 
required wage increases and 
that Aramark end retributive 
practices against union leaders. 
Aramark’s website claims the 
company’s total sales amounted 
to $12.4 billion last year.

Leaders and representatives 
of Indigenous communities in 
Guatemala refused to par-
ticipate in a workshop held 
by the Canadian Foundation 
for the Americas (FOCAL) 
and their local counterpart, 
the Indigenous Develop-
ment Fund (FODIGUA). The 
workshop, titled “Economic 
Opportunities and Indigenous 
Development,” to have taken 
place in Guatemala City, was 
co-funded by Canadian mining 
companies Goldcorp and Skye 
Resources, the Mining Associa-
tion of Canada (MAC) and the 
Prospectors’ and Developers’ 
Association of Canada (PDAC). 
FOCAL’s stated objective was to 
provide a space for Indigenous 
peoples in concessioned or 
active mining areas to dialogue 
with private sector and govern-
ment representatives. However, 
Indigenous community rep-
resentatives withdrew from 
the meeting unanimously, 
stating in a press release that 
“the position of Indigenous 
communities with respect to 
mining in Guatemala... has 
been manifested through more 
than 17 community referenda 
(consultas) which have rejected 
mining activity.”

Following Kosovo’s unilateral 
declaration of independence, 
thousands of Serbs took to the 
streets in Bosnia and Serbia, 
as well as in cities in Europe 
and North America, to protest 

In Review: February and March

Protesters gathered at the Alberta provincial legislature to protest the 
government’s denial of evidence that tar sands operations are linked 
to cancer rates in downstream communities. George Poitras
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the immediate recognition 
of Kosovo’s independence by 
the United States, Britain and 
France. Vigils were also held 
by the Serb minority within 
Kosovo. In a state-organized 
rally in Belgrade in late 
February, 200,000 people dem-
onstrated against the unilateral 
declaration of independence. At 
the end of the demonstration, 
approximately 1,000 descended 
upon the US embassy, setting 
it aflame. While thousands of 
Kosovar Albanians greeted 
the declarations with celebra-
tions in the streets in Pristina, 
Serbian president Boris Tadic 
angrily condemned the declara-
tion, arguing that it represented 
a violation of UN Resolution 
1244, which stated in 1999 that 
Kosovo would remain a state 
within Serbia. Little evidence 
exists to suggest the billions of 
dollars that have been pumped 
into Kosovo by NATO powers 
since 1999 have benefited the 
region’s population. Electricity 
is intermittent throughout the 
province, clean water is almost 
non-existent, and corruption is 
rampant within Kosovo’s gov-
ernment.

Mass protests in Haiti marked 
the fourth anniversary of the 
US- and Canadian-backed coup 
d’état which saw the removal 
of the democratically elected 
government of Jean Bertrand 
Aristide. Tens of thousands took 
to the streets in Port-au-Prince, 
calling for the return of Aristide 
to Haiti, and denouncing raids 
by Brazilian UN troops in poor 
neighbourhoods earlier in the 
month. These demonstrations 
are widely viewed as evidence 
of the continuing strength of 
the Lavalas movement within 
Haitian politics. Actions 
denouncing the coup were held 
in over forty cities worldwide.

A new study of living conditions 
of women in Afghanistan has 
found that, in most areas, the 
status of women has remained 
the same or worsened. Eighty-
seven per cent of Afghan 
women have experienced 
violent attacks, often of a sexual 
nature, while 60 per cent of 

marriages reported in the 
study were forced. The report, 
conducted by the UK-based 
NGO Womankind, found that 
only five per cent of Afghan girls 
currently attend school.

For the first time since occupa-
tion by foreign troops began, 
an Afghan newspaper has 
called for a “firm date” on the 
departure of foreign troops, 
according to a Reuters report. 
An editorial published in Anis, 
a government-run newspaper, 
claimed that Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai was under the 
influence of foreign powers, and 
that government appointments 
are subject to review by foreign 
governments. “If the world does 
not pay attention to this matter, 
soon the fire of Afghanistan will 
burn the region and a situation 
will emerge that will be unimag-
inable for anyone,” the editorial 
warned.

The head of the second-largest 
mining company in the world 
drew protests when he was 
asked to lecture on sustainabil-
ity at Dalhousie University in 
Halifax. Sir Mark Moody-Stu-
art, chairman of AngloAmeri-
can, is also the former head of 
Shell Oil’s Nigerian operations. 
“This company... is responsible 
for forcibly displacing hundreds 
of subsistence farmers in north-
eastern Colombia,” said one 
protester. Owned in part by 
AngloAmerican, the Cerrejon 
coal mine, the largest open-pit 
mine in the world, expanded its 
operations after the Indigenous 
and Afro-Colombian village of 
Tabaco was destroyed by bull-
dozers in 2002.

About 50 residents of the Afri-
can-Nova Scotian community 
of Lincolnville and their sup-
porters marched two kilometres 
from their town to blockade a 
nearby dumpsite. The Lincoln-
ville dump is the second landfill 
built in the area. The protesters 
demanded the dump be shut 
down, and called for an “end to 
environmental racism,” drawing 
parallels to the fate of the former 
Halifax community of Africville, 
which was destroyed in the 

1960s in what many see as an 
exercise in racist municipal 
planning. Many residents have 
complained that the dumpsite 
poses a clear health hazard to 
Lincolnville residents. Resident 
James Desmond noted that 
the site has been a dumping 
ground for, among other sub-
stances, transformers from 
power poles, which he believes 
have leached PCBs into the 
ground. Said Desmond, “I’ve 
seen dead horses, I’ve seen dead 
carcasses, I’ve seen a little bit of 
everything going in and around 
that dump.”

Canadian mining company 
Cameco Resources is attempting 
to expand its uranium mining 
operation near Crawford, 
Nebraska, and is requesting 
the use of an additional 2.4 
billion gallons of water per year 
from the High Plains aquifer. At 
the historic Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, a recent spate of 
brain seizures, cancers, miscar-
riages, and birth defects has 
been linked to previous radio-
active spills. Cameco claims it 
has cleaned up all radioactive 
material that entered the water 
supply.

Recent reports indicate that 
shareholders of pipeline 
company TransCanada are 
taking the company to task over 
its “mismanagement” of the 
issue of aboriginal land rights in 
its dealings with the Lubicon 
First Nation in northern Alberta. 
In letters between TransCanada 
legal counsel and Lubicon 
advisors, TransCanada had pre-
viously refused to “alter project 
timelines” in order to address 
Lubicon concerns. Several UN 
committees have issued rulings 
upholding Lubicon rights to the 
land; however, the rulings have 
been ignored by the govern-
ments of Alberta and Canada.

Boise, a major supplier of 
paper to office supply chains 
OfficeMax and Grand & Toy, has 
agreed to stop using materials 
that originate from traditional 
use areas in Grassy Narrows, 
Ontario. Abitibi/Bowater, the 
world’s largest paper company, 
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has been clearcutting trees from 
the traditional land of the Grassy 
Narrows community and selling 
the pulp to paper suppliers. 
Boise made the decision after 
a campaign initiated by the 
Rainforest Action Network 

»  continued on page 16
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by Suzanne Taylor Muzzin

Sixteen-year-old Drew 
Stewart was stabbed to death 
at a bar in Toronto’s east end 
in December 2003, trying to 
protect a pregnant friend from 
a group of attacking teens. His 
friends were shocked, devas-
tated, and angry, and with scant 
family lives of their own, many 
of them continued to hang out 
at his house, grieving alongside 
Stewart’s mother and struggling 
with their loss.

Community safety 
meetings were organized in 
response to Stewart’s murder 
and the ensuing bouts of 
violence between his group of 
friends and his attackers. At 
one of these meetings, someone 
suggested that Stewart’s friends 
get involved with the Children’s 
Peace Theatre, a small organiza-
tion offering school workshops 
and a children’s summer camp 
within the community. In 
a large heritage house once 
owned by the Massey family, 
the Children’s Peace Theatre 
uses theatre to teach kids how 
to deal with conflict using “the 
three Cs”: courage, compassion, 
and creativity. Though older 
youth had never participated 
before, co-founder Robert 
Morgan contacted Stewart’s 
friends and offered to help them 
put together a memorial perfor-
mance to honour their friend. 
They jumped at the chance.

About a dozen of Stewart’s 
friends started coming to the 
theatre once or twice a week to 
have dinner, talk about their 
struggles and work on the per-
formance. “It was very difficult 
and emotional,” says 26-year-
old Mandy Arsenault, who was 
close with Stewart. “We had a 
few blowups. We would just get 
so tense and frustrated.”

Artistic director Karen 
Emerson saw first-hand how 
hard it was for the kids to 
embrace the concept of peace 

and forgiveness. “These were 
kids who were really struggling, 
who had really difficult lives.” In 
the end, Arsenault says, “We all 
stuck together and supported 
each other.”

Drew’s Group, as they 
came to be known, put on their 
memorial performance for an 
audience of 300 people, and 
eventually took it to City Hall 
and various community events. 
Afterward, the theatre offered 
to continue working with the 
group. “They had really formed 
a bond with us,” says Emerson, 
44. “It had kind of become a 
real home to them and they had 
found a safe place that they had 
never found before.” Together 
they started what would become 
an annual program that runs 

throughout the school year and 
culminates in a springtime per-
formance dealing with whatever 
issues the youth are facing. 
Arsenault continues to partici-
pate in the program when she 
can–she has a four-year-old son 
to look after–but she knows the 
people at the theatre are there 
for her. “They’ve been a big part 
of my life,” she says. “They have 
given me tremendous support 
and love and confidence.”

Arsenault is just one of 
nearly 1,000 children and youth 
the Children’s Peace Theatre will 
work with this year. In addition 
to its after-school program, 
the theatre offers three-day 
“Peace Leader” workshops to 
students at local schools. Once 
a week for three weeks, classes 

in Grades 4-12 come to the 
theatre to play games, explore 
the meaning of peace and talk 
about what conflicts they face. 
Jason Johnston, the educa-
tional program coordinator 
and one of only three full-time 
staff at the theatre, works with a 
team of volunteers to deliver the 
workshops. While a big part of 
the program is about having fun, 
there are plenty of serious dis-
cussions about bullying, racism, 
gun violence–whatever issues 
the kids are dealing with. “The 
program is just the skeleton; it’s 
the kids who put the meat on it,” 
says Johnston, 28. The theatre 
hopes to expand its offerings, 
though with an annual budget 
of $200,000 that relies almost 

Acting It Out
Youth overcome adversity at the Children’s Peace Theatre

»  continued on page 19

Arts Editor: Michelle Tarnopolsky, michelle_tarno@yahoo.ca 

Children use theatre to deal with conflict, keeping in mind the three ‘c’s: courage, compassion and 
creativity. Children’s Peace Theatre
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Review Editor: Linda Besner, ljbsnr@mta.ca

Review
The poems in this book meander: 
geographically they cover 
Canada from coast to coast, as 
well as foreign locales like Spain, 
Guatemala, and Indonesia. 
While the range of content may 
be admirable, there’s a sense of 
something missing in this col-
lection, and in the individual 
poems themselves—a lack of 
common purpose and cohesion. 
Take these two stanzas from 
“Mathematics:” “A cigarette 
mark/ burnt through a twenty-

dollar bill/ into your forearm/ 
is my logarithmic reminder./ 
I’ve memorized them all./ When 
my sight is faulty tungsten,/ my 
fingers will read polysyllabic.// 
This rock and scald of absence 
blisters/ into Saturday morning:/ 
coffee, samosas, Globe and 
Mail,/ my feet tucked beneath 
the angles of your leg.” While the 
thread connecting mathematics, 
the number twenty, and loga-
rithms is clear, the movement to 
chemistry (tungsten) and litera-

ture (polysyllabic) feels strange, 
not to mention the tangle of other 
images and allusions which are in 
no way accessible to the reader. 
Throughout the collection the 
poems seem to skim the surface 
of something beautiful, but never 
take the plunge into real depth or 
meaning. Take Us Quietly leaves 
the reader wanting more matter 
and more art.

—Matthew J. Trafford

Six Ways to Sunday
Christian McPherson

Nightwood

Take Us Quietly
Tammy Armstrong

Goose Lane Editions

In his debut collection, 
McPherson conjures a gritty and 
colourful Ottawa, populated by 
addicts and losers, obsessives 
and gawky teens. In “The Plastic 
Garden,” the first and best story 
of the collection, a retired model-
maker named Rumford feuds 
with skateboarders menacing 
a little girl’s garden. Rumford’s 
rage after the first failed con-
frontation is touching in its 
excess, and McPherson’s other 

hapless characters are equally 
sympathetic: jazz-playing Two 
Seconds and Elvis-haired Squid 
seem to scrape by mostly on 
luck and pure gall. Occasion-
ally, the plots beggar belief, 
or coast along the edge of an 
easy pathos. The intentionally 
silly “Chilidog Love” is playful 
enough to escape standards of 
believability, but it feels out of 
place among the darker stories. 
Where the collection falters is 

in the saggy dialogue, and also 
where the writing dips into weak 
similes, like Johnny’s father in 
“Autograph,” “scribbling away 
with the intensity of an accoun-
tant.” But McPherson’s endings, 
like the pool hustles, drug deals 
and long afternoon shags of these 
stories, have a nice way of leaving 
things open to the unexpected.

—Saleema Nawaz

Combustion
Lorri Neilsen Glenn

Brick Books

Glenn’s second poetry collection 
considers the big abstractions of 
connection, cyclicity, and death. 
Glenn’s background is in ethnog-
raphy, and her removed evenness 
of tone, which could have seemed 
clinical, here reassures the 
reader with its empathic solidity. 
Her first and second person 
narration feel both intimate and 
cautious, considering some of 
her explosive subject matter, like 
the true story of FBI investigators 
severing the hands of murdered 

M’ikm’aq woman Anna Mae 
Pictou Aquash. Glenn shifts 
lightly and cleanly from physical 
and emotional detail to broader 
images and ideas. Addressing 
the title object in “Smooth Rock 
on Laurencetown Beach,” she 
muses “memory / like you, is 
shucked from mystery, / rests 
snug in my hand.” The changing 
moon is one of Glenn’s recurrent 
images, her nod to a vaster per-
spective of time. Glenn’s own 
perspective occasionally takes a 

wry turn into gallows humour, 
as in “Birthday in Middle Age,” 
where she harrumphs, “So, each 
lacy card a shovel.” Combustion 
is a surprising title for so steady 
and compassionate an explora-
tion of what it means to watch 
and be watched. “The heart is 
a hymnal,” writes Glenn, and 
indeed her collection is also 
something brave, to be read and 
sung.

—Jane Henderson

Isolated: Two Plays
Greg MacArthur

Coach House

Get Away and Recovery, the two 
plays contained in this collec-
tion, have a lot in common. Both 
storylines feature a nebulous ep-
idemic—in Get Away, it’s apathy 
and discontentment, in Recovery 
it’s a vague, nameless drug— that 
engulfs society and leaves Mac-
Arthur’s characters huddled on 
the outskirts, in outposts they 
like to imagine they’ve chosen 
themselves. Macarthur’s char-
acters, despite their slightly 

surreal surroundings, feel real, 
as do their interactions with each 
other. Garbo and Henry are a pair 
of teenage vagabonds; Leroy is a 
snotty Dutch teenager; David is a 
hopeful middle-aged man whose 
loneliness leads him to desperate 
acts. “What do they say?” is a 
recurrent line in both plays, an 
appeal to old adages and folk 
wisdom, neither of which can be 
marshaled to offer the charac-
ters much more than temporary 

comfort. Both stories play with 
the idea of numbness, and while 
both storylines unspool towards 
events that should provoke an 
emotional reaction, these stories 
occur in a kind of frozenness that 
makes them difficult to connect 
to. It’s hard for readers to feel 
invested in characters who don’t 
seem invested in themselves.

—Linda Besner
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by Maya Rolbin-Ghanie

“We are preparing to 
disrupt the Olympics any way 
that we can. We want to let the 
world know that our land is not 
for sale,” said Kanahus Pelkey, 
at a February 1 talk held at the 
Native Friendship Centre in 
Montreal.

It was one of many stops 
on an extensive speaking tour 
of the Great Lakes and East 
Coast regions of Canada. The 
speakers included Pelkey, of the 
Secwepemc and Ktunaxa First 
Nations, and Dustin Johnson, 
of the Ts’mksiyen First Nation–
both members of the Native 
Youth Movement (NYM) in 
British Columbia. The packed 
room saw many people sitting 
on the floor and standing for 
several hours.

The aim of the tour was 
to raise awareness about 
Native resistance to the 2010 
Vancouver Winter Olympics, 
while underlining the impor-
tance of restoring traditional 
Indigenous knowledge and 
arousing a sense of responsi-
bility in First Nations youth 
to defend and maintain their 
people and territories.

The quickly-approaching 
mega-sporting event is acting as 
an unwelcome catalyst for many 
First Nations people living in 
BC, a number of whom have 
been embroiled in bitter land 
rights battles with the Canadian 
government for most of their 
lives. Vast areas of unceded 
land that Indigenous commu-
nities depend on for hunting, 
fishing and general survival are 
at risk. Rivers, mountains and 
old-growth forests are being 
replaced by tourist resorts and 
highway expansions spurred 
by the 2010 games. Hundreds 
of millions of dollars have been 
spent to build new resorts and 
expand existing ones in order 
to attract and accommodate 
tourists, Olympic athletes and 

trainers.
Indigenous communities 

in the Interior and on the coast 
of BC, including the Secwepemc 
people of Skelkwek’welt and 
the St’at’imc people of Sutikalh, 
have long voiced their opposi-
tion to the establishment of Sun 
Peaks and Cayoosh ski resorts 
on their land. Strong and 
organized shows of resistance 
have been disregarded, ignored 
and covered-up by the BC gov-
ernment in attempts to capital-
ize on territory for which treaties 
were never signed. One of many 
examples of this occurred in 
1990, when the province began 
an expansion of Highway 99, 

upgrading a logging road that 
cut through the Melvin Creek 
watershed. In order to complete 
this project, it was necessary to 
expropriate a portion of the Mt. 
Currie reserve. When the Lil’wat 
people of Mt. Currie blockaded 
the road, 63 arrests were made 
and highway construction 
continued. Not long after that, 
the government announced it 
was seeking proposals for a ski 
resort in the area–a project that 
would only be made possible 
with the expansion of the 
highway.

Plans for the Cayoosh Ski 
Resort on St’at’imc territory 
were begun in 1991 by Nancy-

Greene-Raine Resort Consul-
tants Inc. (Greene-Raine is an 
Olympic medalist and former 
board member on Vancouver’s 
Olympic Bid Committee.) What 
many refer to as a ‘camp’ was set 
up at Sutikalh in May 2000 to 
stop construction of the $530-
million ski resort. Eight years 
later, Sutikalh is one of the only 
re-possessed Territories where 
people live 365 days a year, 
even in February, in five feet of 
snow. It is a village and not a 
camp, far from the government-
sanctioned reserves.

One NYM member 
remarks: “It is a strong point 
of Indigenous resistance and 
serves as a great example to 
Native people that we can still 
survive on our land, free of the 
system.

“Sutikalh needs more 
attention. The resort is still 
planned for the area. Many 
times the word is not spread 
about the struggle on the land 
because all those involved are on 
the land where there is no form 
of electrical communication, so 
a network must be put in place 
to help give an international 
voice to those isolated places 
that need the most support and 
resources.” *

Sun Peaks Ski Resort, on the 
other hand, has forcibly pushed 
ahead with construction on 
Secwepemc territory, including 
the thorough clear-cutting of 
mountains to make way for 
ski runs, development on the 
drainage basin for commercial 
and residential real estate, and 
an 18-hole golf course. Invalu-
able mountain lakes, creeks, 
trap lines, hunting grounds, 
salmon stocks, animal habitats, 
sacred sites and important food 
and medicine harvesting areas 
have been destroyed.

“Right now they’re using 
recycled sewage waste to make 
man-made snow for their ski 
resorts,” says Pelkey.

“It’s All About The Land”
Native resistance to the Olympics

Original Peoples Editor: Kim Petersen, kimpete@start.no  

“It’s all about land, and that’s what everyone has to understand 
here,” says Kanahus Pelkey of the Secwepemc and Ktunaxa First 
Nations. Maya Rolbin-Ghanie

»  continued on page 12
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Fortress Europe
Life at the Spanish-Moroccan border

This migrant from Cote d'Ivoire, is one of the two survivors of a 
group of nine that originally set off to migrate north. The seven 
died at different points while crossing the desert by foot and the sea 
by boat. This man has now lived at CETI for almost a year waiting 
either for papers or rejection and deportation.

The border fence with a view of the Moroccan troops guarding the 
other side. Since 2005, repressive measures to secure this border 
have been put into the hands of the Moroccan authorities in order to 
leave the Spanish authorities free from human rights violations.

The border fence consists of 11 kilometres of parallel three-metre-
high fences topped with barbed wire and regular watch-posts, with a 
road running in between to accommodate police patrols.

Migrants from Africa play checkers on a homemade board to pass 
the time. Migrants spend anywhere from a couple of months to a 
couple of years living in this CETI detention centre awaiting either 
papers or deportation.

If a migrant succeeds in scaling the first section of the border fence, 
he/she lands on a mess of razor-wire rods designed to inflict injury.

by K. Flo Razowsky

As the gap between rich and 
poor widens around the world, 
those in the so-called Third 
World are desperate to reach 
the countries where food, jobs 
and ‘security’ remain. Similar 
to the US/Mexico border that is 
slowly being sealed off to those 
from the south, Fortress Europe 
is working hard to close itself off 
from those on the ‘outside.’

This essay is part of a larger 
project focused on borders 
that are becoming increas-
ingly militarized and deadly, 

and the people and land they 
are dividing. These shots were 
taken from Melilla, Spain, a 
Spanish enclave in the north 
of Morocco. Migrants travel 
for four, five, sometimes six 
years to reach this side of the 
line, only to be held in migrant 
holding centres, sometimes for 
years, awaiting their papers or a 
deportation order back to where 
they started.

To view the full 
photo essay, visit

www.dominionpaper.ca
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by Zahra Moloo

Arriving back in Montreal 
after a brief journey to my 
home country of Kenya during 
the December elections there, 
I went online to get the latest 
updates. In the days immedi-
ately following the election on 
December 27 the incumbent 
President Kibaki stole the vote 
and had himself sworn in before 
a motley group of dejected gov-
ernment officials. Opposition 
supporters rose up to protest 
the rigged result. Ironically, the 
only source of news in Kenya 
before I left was the BBC. The 
government had banned the 
local media from reporting any 
conflict, leaving the country in a 
domestic media blackout.

Reading media reports 
from Montreal, I found 
myself more confused and 
afraid than when I was still in 
Kenya. According to many of 
these reports, my country was 
suddenly in the midst of a “civil 
war,” or even a “genocide,” not 
unlike the stories the media 
told about Rwanda in 1994. It 
was as if the situation could be 
reduced to a few violent images, 
like those of machete-wielding 
youth dancing next to burning 
houses.

Among the mainstream 
media’s favourite words when 
referring to the current political 
crisis in Kenya are “ethnic,” 
“chaos” and “tribal.” In its report 
on January 27, the Los Angeles 
Times carried the title “’Tribal 
war’ spreads in Kenya.” The 
same article provided almost no 
historical context or explana-
tion for how this “tribal war” 
was linked to the December 
elections, save for two para-
graphs that clumsily summed 
up the country’s history since 
its independence in 1963.

The word “tribal” itself is 
denied specific meaning. Kenya 
is composed of more than 40 
ethnic groups, none of which 
media reports have attempted 
to describe with any accuracy. 

Instead, we get scant descrip-
tions of men from the Kalenjin 
or Luo ethnic groups “at war” 
with their Kikuyu neighbours.

Again and again, the 
corporate media has reduced 
complex political events to 
simple binary conflicts. In 
Rwanda, it is the “Hutu” versus 
the “Tutsi.” In Sudan-- the 
“Arabs” versus the “Africans” or 
the “Muslims” versus the “Chris-
tians.” In the vast territory of 
the Congo, a country the size of 
Western Europe, the “Hema” 
fight against the “Lendu.”

All these groups do exist 
on the African continent, but 
not as rigidly fixed identities 
dating from time immemorial. 
Identities are complex and 
often fluid in nature, sometimes 
hardening in the crucible of 
political movements or colonial 
struggles. Simplifying every 
violent episode down to an 
“ethnic conflict” has a familiar 
effect: making every conflict 
on the African continent seem 
irrational, chaotic, and without 
historical precedent.

The BBC’s reporting is no 

less culpable for oversimplifica-
tions. On one of the broadcaster’s 
news pages, provocative quotes 
entice readers: “We will start 
the war. We will divide Kenya.” 
These are the words selected by 
the BBC to reflect the views of 
one Kalenjin “leader,” Jackson 
Kibbur. Readers relying on 
the BBC to find out about the 
Kalenjin are likely to assume 
that he represents the views 
of all Kalenjin. Elsewhere in 
the article, snippets that seem 

Machetes, Ethnic Conflict and Reductionism
Racist assumptions mar western media coverage of Kenya

Media Analysis

»  continued on page 18

Nairobi on Christmas day. Zahra Moloo

Prominent placement of images such as this one (above), published in the International Herald Tribune, 
reduce complex conflicts to oversimplified “ethnic conflict”.
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People Power in Gaza
Palestinians descend on border, break Israeli blockade
by Ramzy Baroud 

Prior to the US invasion 
of Iraq, interviewer David 
Barsamian asked Noam 
Chomsky what ordinary 
Americans could do to stop the 
war. Chomsky answered, “In 
some parts of the world people 
never ask, ‘what can we do?’ 
They simply do it.”

For someone who was born 
and raised in a refugee camp 
in Gaza, Chomsky’s seemingly 
oblique response required no 
further elucidation.

When Gazans recently 
stormed the strip’s sealed 
border with Egypt, Chomsky’s 
comment returned to mind, 
along with memories of the still 
relevant–and haunting–past.

In 1989, the Bureej refugee 
camp was experiencing a strict 
military curfew, as punishment 
for the killing of one Israeli 
soldier. The soldier’s car had 
broken down in front of the 
camp while he was on his way 
home to a Jewish settlement. 
Bureej had previously lost 
hundreds of its people to the 
Israeli army and killing the 
soldier was an unsurprising act 
of retaliation.

In the weeks that followed, 
scores of Palestinians in Bureej 
were murdered and hundreds 
of homes were demolished. The 
killing spree generated little 
media coverage in Israel.

I lived with my family in an 
adjacent refugee camp, Nuseirat, 
at the time. Characterised by 
extreme poverty, it was a natural 
home for much of the Palestin-
ian resistance movement. Our 
house was located a few feet 
away from what was known as 
the ‘Graveyard of the Martyrs’. 
It was an area of high elevation 
that the local children often 
used to watch the movement of 
Israeli tanks as they began their 
daily incursion into the camp. 
We whistled or yelled every 
time we spotted the soldiers, 
and used sign language to com-
municate as we hid behind the 

simple graves.
Although watching, yelling 

and whistling were the only 
means of response at our 
disposal, they were far from 
safe. My friends Ala, Raed, 
Wael and others were all killed 
in these daily encounters

During Bureej’s most lethal 
curfew, the sound of explo-
sions coming from the doomed 
camp reached us at Nuseirat. 
The people of my camp became 
engulfed in endless discussions 
which were neither factional 
nor theoretical. People were 
being brutally murdered, 
injured or impoverished, while 
the Red Cross was blocked from 
accessing the camp. Something 
had to be done.

And all of a sudden it was. 
Not as a result of any polemic 
endorsed by intellectuals or 
“action calls” initiated at con-
ferences, but as an unstruc-
tured, spur-of-the-moment act 
undertaken by a few women in 
my refugee camp. They simply 
started a march into Bureej, 
and were soon joined by other 
women, children and men. 
Within an hour, thousands of 
refugees made their way into 
the besieged neighbouring 
camp. “What’s the worst they 
could do?” a neighbour asked, 

trying to collect his courage 
before joining the march. “The 
soldiers will not be able to kill 
more than a hundred before we 
overpower them.”

Israeli soldiers stood 
dumbfounded before the 
chanting multitudes. While 
many marchers were wounded 
only one was killed. The 
soldiers eventually retreated to 
their barricades. UN vehicles 
and Red Cross ambulances 
sheltered themselves amidst the 
crowd and together they broke 
the siege.

I still remember the 
scene of Bureej residents 
first opening the shutters of 
their windows, then carefully 
cracking their doors, stepping 
out of their homes in a state 
of disbelief breaking into joy. 
My memory–of the chants, the 
tears, the dead being rushed to 
be buried, the wounded hauled 
on the many hands that came to 
the rescue, the strangers sharing 
food and good wishes–reaffirms 
the event as one of the greatest 
acts of human solidarity I have 
witnessed.

The scene was to be 
repeated time and again, during 
the first and Second Palestin-
ian Uprising: ordinary people 
carrying out what seemed like 

an ordinary act in response to 
extraordinary injustice.

The father who lost his son 
to free Bureej told the crowd: “I 
am happy that my son died so 
that many more could live.”

Later than day, our refugee 
camp fell under a most strict 
military curfew, to relive 
Bureej’s recent nightmare. We 
were neither surprised nor 
regretful. We had known the 
right thing to do and “we simply 
did it.”

Now Palestinian women, 
once more, have led Palestinian 
civil society in a most meaning-
ful and rewarding way. Just 
when Israeli defence minister 
Ehud Barak was being congrat-
ulated for successfully starving 
Palestinians in Gaza to submis-
sion, ordinary women led a 
march to break the tight siege 
imposed on Gaza.

On Tuesday, January 22, 
they descended on the Gaza-
Egypt border and what followed 
was a moment of pride and 
shame: pride for those ever-
dignified people refusing to 
surrender, and shame that 
the so-called international 
community allowed the humili-
ation of an entire people to 

Gazans bring in much-needed supplies from Egypt. Haitham Gabr

»  continued on page 14
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by Stefan Christoff

In the early evening outside 
of Belleville metro in Paris, a 
crowd gathers for a demonstra-
tion demanding citizenship for 
France’s hundreds of thousands 
of non-status immigrants, 
locally known as sans papiers 
(literally “without papers”). As 
protest chants echo through the 
Parisian streets, a sound-track 
to a powerful contemporary 
social movement is edged into 
history. Demonstrators embody 
a critical current of contem-
porary French politics in this 
ancient European city.

Protests throughout France 
have opposed waves of deporta-
tions confronting immigrant 
communities. In 2007, French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy 
announced an official govern-
ment target of twenty-five 
thousand deportations for the 
year, igniting a storm of state-
driven immigration raids across 
the country.

Intensity of popular oppo-
sition to the government-initi-
ated crackdown has spiked in 
recent months, in response to 
violence and tragedy. A Chinese 
woman in the Belleville district 
of Paris died after plunging 
from a window as a police unit 
entered the apartment building; 
a Russian boy sustained head 
injuries after falling from a 
balcony while trying to escape 
immigration authorities; and 
a North African man fractured 
his leg after slipping from a 
window ledge in the French 
capital during a police raid.

Immigration is now a 
deadly issue in France-- in 
politics and in reality.

Political mobilization 
against the state-sponsored 
flood of deportations is 
spreading throughout the 
multiple districts or arrondisse-
ments of Paris, and throughout 
the country. French President 
Sarkozy stated recently that 
France is “exasperated by 
uncontrolled immigration.” 

However any basic investigation 
illustrates that exasperation is 
limited to conservative sectors 
within a politically complex 
society. Many reject contempo-
rary immigration policy.

Profound political networks 
have emerged in recent years to 
respond to the crisis of depor-
tations facing the country, 
including Réseau Éducation 
Sans Frontières (RESF), a 
national network rooted within 
the French public school system, 
driven by students and teachers 
fighting for the regularization of 
non-status students and their 
families.

“Our focus is to protect 
families, also to ensure family 
unification in France, for 
all families in all situations, 
including families without 
papers,” explains Armelle 
Gardien, a teacher at a French 
Lycée active within RESF. “As 
teachers it is critical to address 
the reality of students in our 
schools [who] have no papers, 
students and their families who 
are illegal in France, often living 
in terrible conditions, so we 
formed our network to fight for 
regularization.”

Across Paris and through-
out the country organizing 
committees of RESF have 
formed in schools and commu-
nities, sparking a wave of media 
attention internationally after 
the network announced plans to 
shelter sans papiers students in 
open opposition to government-
backed deportation orders.

“Our battle is to fight 
against current immigration 
policy across France,” says 
Gardien. “Also we are struggling 
from community to community, 
building support within each 
school for non-status students, 
attempting to build awareness 
on the realities facing sans 
papiers today in France.”

Immigration battles in 
France

On the streets, in the 
schools and within the major 
political institutions of the 
country, political battles around 
immigration point to the critical 
importance of the issue. A 
growing number of street dem-
onstrations have been occurring 
in Paris in recent months, often 
lead by sans papiers.

“I reject living a life of 
fear in France,” says Karim 
Djebloun of 9ème Collectif des 
Sans-Papiers, at a demonstra-
tion in the Belleville district of 
Paris. Djebloun is a sans papiers 
originally from Algeria. “Each 
time entering the metro should 
I have to fear being captured by 
police simply because France 
has refused to grant me or my 
family French nationality?”

“I am not a criminal, I want 
to be treated as a full human 
being,” Djebloun says amidst 
the chanting crowd in Paris. “I 
am demanding status for myself 
and all sans papiers in France, 
immediately.”

“Today, I am attending this 
demonstration openly, speaking 
to the media because I refuse to 
live in fear,” he continues. “It 
is only through a struggle on 
the streets that we can change 
government policy; all major 
political change in history began 
on the streets, even our struggle 
against the French in Algeria 
began on the streets.”

In late 2007 the French 
government introduced a 

France’s Colonial History, Contemporary Conflicts
A new wave of actions challenges escalating and violent deportation policies

»  continued on page 15

Demonstrators block a street and hang messages: “I have ties to France, you have ties to France...”
Anthony Jahn
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by Paula Lapierre

On January 16, the Harper 
government made headlines 
when it fired Linda Keen from 
her post as president of the 
Canadian Nuclear Safety Com-
mission (CNSC). Under Keen’s 
leadership, the CNSC had shut 
down the aging Chalk River 
nuclear reactor in November, 
and had been at odds with the 
Harper government ever since. 
Natural Resources Minister 
Gary Lunn ostensibly fired 
Keen because of a “worldwide 
shortage” of medical isotopes 
supplied by the reactor 
allegedly caused by its closure. 
In Canada’s media, the debate 
has been about whether Keen’s 
firing violated the arm’s-length 
nature of the CNSC, depriving it 
of the ability to make indepen-
dent decisions.

What reports largely miss 
is the long history of lies, theft 
and radioactive contamina-
tion surrounding Chalk River 
Laboratories (CRL). If the 
reactor continues to operate, 
this history will find its way to 
the fore. The one-sided battle 
between Canadian govern-
ment and corporations and the 
area’s original inhabitants will 
continue until accountability, 
public health and the rule of 
law--the supposed mandate 
of organizations like the 
CNSC--are achieved.

The mining project that 
became the infamous Port 
Radium began in 1890, when 
a prospector laid claim to a 
vein of silver and pitchblende 
on the shore of Sahtu, or Great 
Bear Lake. In the early 1940s, 
uranium from that site was 
needed for the Manhattan 
Project, the US-UK-Canadian 
intiative that built the first 
atomic bomb, and the mine 
was expropriated. Sahtugot’ine 
workers who were exposed to 
radioactive materials but who 
were not warned of the danger 
began to die of exotic cancers 
years later; their land and water 

was contaminated with radioac-
tive materials.

From there, the uranium 
headed south.

The Combined Policy 
Committee, the three-country 
committee charged with col-
laboration in the creation of an 
atomic bomb, mandated the 
construction of the world’s first 
large-scale heavy water reactor 
in Canada. The ultra-secret 
project required immediate 
access to very deep water 
for generation and cooling 
purposes.

On August 21, 1944 it was 
decided to locate the heavy 
water project at Chalk River, 
Ontario, situated along the 
shores of the Ottawa River. 
Here begins the relationship 
between the nuclear industry, 
the historic “Kichesippi River” 
and the Algonquin people.

In an article written in 
2000, professor of psychology 
and historian Evan Pritchard 

has written that “One band of 
‘Anishinabe-Algonkians,’ the 
‘Kiche-sipi-rini’ or ‘People of 
the Great River,’ were possibly 
the first of this ancient culture 
to settle down in one place, 
Allumette Island.

“Allumette is the largest 
island in the Ottawa River, 
the river which forms the 
boundary between Ontario and 
Quebec, and there is evidence 
of sedentary Anishinabe-Al-
gonkian settlements there going 
back at least 6,280 years, and 
occupation in the area dating 
back 7,000 years as it became 
inhabitable after the Ice Age. 
From this power base in the 
center of the trade route, their 
influence and language spread 
throughout North America. 
Hence they have been called 
‘The First People.’

“Allumette Island,” 
Pritchard continues, “was a 
turning point in the civiliza-
tion. There is little doubt that 

the Anishinabe-Algonkians 
of Allumette are the direct 
descendants of the so-called 
“Clovis” people, long consid-
ered the oldest group of Native 
Americans.”

The Kichesipirini, in accor-
dance with the Aboriginal legal 
system–in place prior to any 
sovereignty assertions by any 
imperial Crown, controlled 
economic activity and political 
diplomacy of the Ottawa 
River and surrounding region. 
Initially, that jurisdiction was 
to have been protected but the 
government suddenly changed 
its mind in 1837, cancelling 
the promises of a reserve, pre-
ferring to move people from 
their traditional land to areas 
away from the river. The move 
opened the door for exploita-
tion of Kichesipirini territory by 
the lumber trade, and destroyed 
the Algonquin traditional gov-

Lies, Omissions and Nuclear Waste
The Chalk River Reactor and the Kichesipirini Algonquin

Migizi Kiishkaabikaan is a sacred Anishanabe pictograph site, situated directly across from the Atomic 
Energy of Canada research laboratory at Chalk River, Ontario. Paula Lapierre

»  continued on page 14
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“All About Land,” continued 
from page 6 »

There have been over 70 
arrests in the fight against Sun 
Peaks. Most of these have been 
elders, women and youth from 
the NYM.

“The province bulldozed 
our home on International 
Human Rights Day. They hired 
Sun Peaks employees to tear 
down our sweat lodges. So 
you get an idea what happens 
when Native people stand up 
and fight for their freedom. We 
announced it to the media, and 
all the corporate media, they 
showed up at Sun Peaks, but the 
roads were deactivated. They 
[Sun Peaks] made big, huge ice 
blockades so no vehicles could 
get through. And Sun Peaks 
resort has many, many snow-
mobile businesses, but all the 
businesses were given orders 
by Sun Peaks not to rent any 
snowmobiles to any media, or 
anybody that day,” said Pelkey.

A log cabin that the 
Secwepemc had built on the 
outskirts of Sun Peaks to fight 
encroachment on the untouched 
land from other directions “was 
burnt down to the ground,” she 
said.

The Secwepemc people, 
rendered homeless and faced 
with the threat of arrest if they 
continued living on their land, 
retreated. Many had endured 
previous arrests for similar 
involvements and did not want 
to risk imprisonment with no 
chance of bail.

When fresh ski trails were 
inaugurated shortly thereafter, 
the public did not hear about 
what had come to pass between 
the Secwepemc First Nation 
and the B.C. government. The 
provincial and federal govern-
ments have refused to accept 
Aboriginal title or even enter 
into negotiations to create 
co-jurisdiction, despite legally 
binding promises to do so.

The Secwepemc held a 
protest at the Sun Peaks Resort 
on this season’s opening day, 
November 17, 2007. As well as 
protesting the resort, they also 
called on the Austrian National 
Ski Team to boycott Sun Peaks 

because of the many human 
and Indigenous rights abuses 
the resort continues to per-
petrate. The team had chosen 
Sun Peaks as a training facility 
leading up to the 2010 Games. 
Despite being confronted by 
Arthur Manuel of Indigenous 
Networks on Economies and 
Trade, who visited Austria in 
June of that year to expose 
the team to the abuses taking 
place on Secwepemc territory, 
Austria opened the 2007 ski 
season by formally inviting 
Felix Arnouse from the Little 
Shuswap Indian Band (repre-
senting few, according to an 
international statement issued 
by the Skwelkwekíwelt Protec-
tion Centre) in a media stunt 

to conceal the opposition of the 
Secwepemc First Nation.

In what many First Peoples 
see as an additional display of 
public disrespect and mockery 
of their cultures, the Vancouver 
Organizing Committee for the 
2010 Olympic and Paralympic 
Winter Games (VANOC) created 
a trio of Olympic mascots that 
happen to be misappropriations 
of beings sacred to many Native 
people: a Sasquatch, a sea-bear 
and an animal guardian spirit.

“They know that’s the way 
that it’s going to make money. 
People want to come from all 
over the world, ‘Oh, Native 
American, oh, what are the 
Native Americans doing?’ But 
we want them to know that 

we’re protesting,” says Pelkey.
According to the 2005 

Greater Vancouver Homeless 
Count, there are 300,000 
(official) homeless in Greater 
Vancouver, 30 per cent of 
whom are First Nations people, 
despite the fact that they make 
up just two per cent of the city’s 
total population.

“The UN human rights 
index will show Canada 
[ranked] right near the top, but 
registered Status Indians will be 
in the 50s, near any third world 
country,” says Pelkey.

The number of homeless in 
Vancouver is predicted to triple 
by 2010 due to the large-scale 
closure of social housing and low-
income hotels in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside (DTES). 
Closures have been spurred on 
by the Olympics in an effort to 
create more space for tourists 
and corporate investors. Three 
hundred low-income housing 
units have been lost in the last 
two years alone due to rent 
increases. (The province of B.C. 
does not impose rent controls.) 
According to the 2001 Canada 
census, over 126,000 people in 
Greater Vancouver are at risk of 
homelessness.

Dustin Johnson traces 
the Olympic tradition back to 
ancient Greece in identifying 
the birth of current patterns of 
marginalization: “All the lower 
classes, slaves and women were 
prohibited from participating... 
You go back that far, you can 
trace exactly the kind of effects 
that imperialism has had on 
our people... The worst forms 
of colonial culture are being 
promoted by the 2010 Olympics. 
Crass materialism, selfishness, 
outright greed. It’s dangerous–
[if] you maintain these cultures, 
you maintain a disconnection 
from our territories, from our 
land, from the spirit world and 
from our cultures.”

A June 2007 report by 
the Geneva-based Centre on 
Housing Rights and Evictions 
(COHRE) found that two 
million people worldwide have 
been forcibly displaced in the 
last 20 years to clear space for 
the Olympic Games.

When deciding where 

Melvin Creek watershed, Cayoosh Mountain Range. Vast areas of 
unceded land on which Indigenous communities depend for hunting, 
fishing, and general survival are at risk. Will Koop
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to hold the 2010 Olympics, 
the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) faced a 
choice between Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, and Vancouver. 
While South Korea pitched 
itself as the ‘peace’ candidate, 
Vancouver sold itself as the 
‘safety and security’ candidate, 
presenting the province of BC 
as a place where everybody 
gets along: rich and poor, rural 
and urban, Native and non-
Native. Crafting just such an 
image, Mayor Sam Sullivan’s 
November 2006 innovation, 
“Project Civil City,” proposed 
to eliminate homelessness, 
the open drug market and the 
incidence of aggressive panhan-
dling, with the goal of reducing 
all of these by 50 per cent by 
2010. There have already been 
severe security crack-downs on 
the street; however, in an effort 
to accomplish this goal on time, 
over 10,000 police, military and 
security personnel will occupy 
Vancouver and Whistler during 
the Games, creating what many 
First Peoples have come to 
perceive as nothing short of a 
police state.

“You may think that 
Canada is a free country, but 
to us it is not. When you go out 
into the city, it’s no different 
than prison, because the police 
can come and arrest you at any 
time,” says Pelkey.

In 2003, Pelkey, forcibly 
separated from her baby boy, 
spent two and a half months 
in prison for her involvement 
with the Sun Peaks blockades. 
During her time there, she met 
many First Nations women 
who had been imprisoned for 
prostitution and drug abuse. 
Most of the women’s stories 
involved sexual molestation 
during childhood; many women 
had experienced these abuses 
in residential school environ-
ments, while others were the 
children of residential school 
survivors.

The Olympic tradition of 
catering to the elite as a means of 
social control can be described 
as a policy of “sex, screens 
and sports,” a phrase coined 
in reference to the 1988 Seoul 
Games, according to Johnson. 

A massive influx of prostitution, 
coupled with the pseudo-legal-
ization of the sex industry for 
the benefit of businessmen and 
elite athletes, has always been 
an Olympic tradition, the Seoul 
Games and the 2004 Games in 
Athens being prime examples.

Among those who continue 
to be brutally criminalized by the 
police and simultaneously mar-
ginalized and taken advantage 
of by society in general are the 
city’s sex workers, a community 
in which First Nations women 
are vastly overrepresented.

There are currently 500 
(documented) First Nations 
women missing across Canada, 
76 of whom are from BC.

“They’re not all completely 
dysfunctional and degraded 
human beings,” said Johnson. 
“Some of them are from good 
families, who’ve just been 
kidnapped outrightly by the 
most depraved, colonized 
peoples.

“You actually see, at some 
of the elementary schools in 
Vancouver, sexual predators, 
just waiting around to try to 
kidnap young Native kids. 
Some of these kids end up in 
the sex-slave industry, they 
get shipped all over the world. 
This is the kind of industry that 
VANOC and the people that 
are organizing the Olympics 
in Vancouver are trying to 
continue; they’re trying to 
increase that just for the 
purposes of the 2010 Olympics. 
This is something that needs 
to be not only exposed, but 
stopped.”

Meanwhile, the BC 
Coalition of Experiential Com-
munities (BCCEC), the first sex 
worker cooperative in Canada, 
has been attempting to pressure 
the government to create legal 
brothels for the upcoming 
Winter Olympics in 2010. The 
move had the support both of 
Mayor Sullivan and VANOC, but 
has been refused by Canadian 
Justice Minister Rob Nicholson. 
Despite the decriminalization 
of sex workers being one of 
the BCCEC’s primary motives, 
the issue is controversial both 
among Canada’s political elite 
and among sex workers them-

selves.
Pelkey and Johnson 

stressed that their concerns 
are about much more than 
the 2010 Olympics and its 
effects. They acknowledged 
that “the Olympics will come 
and go,” choosing instead to 
emphasize the fact that this 
globalized event can be used 
as a powerful tool for mobiliza-
tion. Drawing attention to First 
Nations resistance, dating back 
to the 15th century and very 
much alive today, is among 
their top priorities. According 
to Johnson, Native resistance 
to the 2010 Games grew sig-
nificantly following the death 
of Aboriginal Rights activist 
and respected Elder Harriet 
Nahanee in February 2007. The 
73-year-old Pacheedaht woman 
died a week after serving a 
prison term for her protest of 
the Olympic-driven Sea-to-Sky 
Highway expansion, causing an 
uproar among youth in Canada’s 
Native activist community.

Indeed, some of the effects 
of the powerful, growing Native 
opposition to the Games can 
be observed in the increasingly 
restricted access to Olympic 
events leading up to 2010. Due 
to the consistent disruption of 
VANOC/ IOC-organized cel-
ebrations by protests and dem-
onstrations, many high-end 
hotels are now reserved exclu-
sively for corporate sponsors 
like Visa and Coca Cola, and are 
entirely closed to the public.

In one of Vancouver’s 
better-known anti-Olympics 
rallies held in February 2007, 
VANOC and the Vancouver 
Board of Trade were celebrat-
ing the unveiling of a “three-
year countdown clock” in the 
downtown business district. 
Native people from all over B.C. 
participated in an anti-Olympics 
rally at the event, together with 
non-Native members from the 
Anti-Poverty Committee (APC). 
In a move garnering much 
sought-after media attention, 
a masked protester jumped on 
stage and grabbed the micro-
phone from a VANOC official, 
shouting “Fuck 2010! Fuck Your 
Corporate Circus!” before being 
cut off and arrested.

Non-Native shows of 
solidarity with the First Nations 
anti-Olympic movement 
continue to grow, evident by the 
emergence of demonstrations 
such as the first annual Poverty 
Olympics, held on February 
3 in Vancouver’s DTES, with 
staged events like the ‘poverty-
line high jump,’ ‘the welfare 
hurdles,’ and ‘the broad jump 
over bedbug-infested mat-
tresses,’ to name a few. The 
objective was to embarrass 
the province into taking action 
against increasing poverty 
rates. Among other events 
being organized for the purpose 
of strengthening essential con-
nections between Canada’s 
First Nations and outside com-
munities is the Massive Conver-
gence scheduled for February 
2010. Thousands are expected 
to arrive in Vancouver, many 
coming all the way from Mexico, 
for the purpose of banding 
together to counteract Canada’s 
racist policies, to come up with 
solutions, and to commit to 
action.

Pelkey remarks that many 
non-Native people she has 
encountered on the tour have 
expressed bewilderment at 
what the best way to show their 
support might be.

“It’s all about land and 
that’s what everyone has to 
understand here,” she replies. 
“It’s about land and freedom. 
Non-Indigenous people should 
support that. Not always just 
the physically being there in 
the communities, sometimes 
that might be intrusive... under-
stand the Nations that you’re 
in, know what Nation you are 
occupying... and respect that.”

“Building a collective, open 
movement from the ground 
up,” adds Johnson. “That’s 
what really needs to happen, 
in a lot of people’s opinions 
and their beliefs, and it’s really 
helping because it’s promoting 
the culture of the human.”

* On May 1 the eight-year anniversary 
of the re-possessed Sutikalh territory 
will be marked with an annual gather-
ing. Anyone wishing to show support is 
welcome and encouraged to come. For 
more information, write to nymcom-
munications [at] hotmail.com.
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the extent that forced hungry 
mothers to brave batons, tear 
gas and military police in order 
to perform such basic acts as 
buying food, medicine and 
milk.

The next day, the courage of 
these women inspired the same 
audacity that the original batch 
of women in my refugee camp 
inspired nearly twenty years 
ago. Nearly half of the Gaza 
Strip population crossed the 
border in a collective push for 
mere survival. And when people 

march in unison, there is no 
worldly force, however deadly, 
that can block their way.

This “largest jailbreak in 
history”, as one commentator 
described it, will be carved in 
Palestinian and world memory 
for years to come. In some 
circles it will be endlessly 
analysed, but for Palestinians in 
Gaza, it is beyond rationaliza-
tion: it simply had to be done.

Armies can be defeated 
but human spirit cannot be 
subdued. Gaza’s act of collective 

courage is one of the greatest 
acts of civil disobedience of our 
time, akin to civil rights marches 
in America during the 1960s, 
South Africa’s anti-Apartheid 
struggle, and more recently the 
protests in Burma.

Palestinian people have 
succeeded where politics and 
thousands of international 
appeals have failed. They took 
matters into their own hands 
and they prevailed. While this 
is hardly the end of Gaza’s 
suffering, it is a reminder that 

people’s power to act is just too 
significant to be overlooked.

Ramzy Baroud (www.
ramzybaroud.net) is 
an author and editor 
of PalestineChronicle.
com. His work has been 
published in many 
newspapers and journals 
worldwide. His latest book 
is The Second Palestinian 
Intifada: A Chronicle of a 
People’s Struggle (Pluto 
Press, London).

ernance system.
While those who agreed 

to move to the established 
reserves or who joined other 
satellite historic bands were 
then federally “recognized,” 
many others from the Ottawa, 
Renfrew and Pontiac Counties 
did not re-locate and were 
later referred to as “strag-
glers.” The governments of 
Canada, Ontario and Quebec, 
like the colonial imperial gov-
ernments that preceded them, 
consistently treated the tra-
ditional Algonquin people as 
squatters on their own land. 
The Kichesipirini, despite con-
tinuing to exist within their 
territory, were administratively 
erased from the public record 
through Canadian domestic 
Aboriginal policy.

More than 3,000 hectares 
along the Ottawa River were 
expropriated, including farm 
land from several Kichesipirini 
families, 30 km northwest 
of Pembroke, Ontario. Thus, 
Chalk River Laboratories (CRL) 
had its beginnings. The area is a 
place of spiritual significance to 
the Algonquin people because 
of the depth of the water and its 
proximity to other sacred sites, 
including ancestral gravesites.

The local people, predomi-
nately Kichesipirini Algonquin, 
were told that what was being 
built was a plastic processing 
plant.

During the first several 
decades of operation at Chalk 
River, no safety standards or 

protocols were in place. Nuclear 
wastes were handled carelessly, 
causing widespread radioac-
tive contamination of the site 
far beyond what would be con-

sidered acceptable standards 
today.

Local residents were never 
properly informed. Civilians, 
especially the persons of Aborig-
inal descent more dependent on 
local natural resources for food, 
have still never been identi-
fied or monitored. According 
to expert sources, radioactive 
wastes are still leaking into 

the Ottawa River, which is 
an important source of food, 
recreation and drinking water 
used by numerous communi-
ties downriver in Ontario and 
Quebec, including the city of 
Ottawa.

This site, with its legacy 
of secrecy, expediency, and 
experimentation is now owned 
and operated by Atomic Energy 
of Canada Limited (AECL), the 
federal crown corporation that 
designs and markets CANDU 
reactors.

The reactor built at Chalk 
River began operation in 1957, 
and has been slated for retire-
ment for years. In 2006, AECL 
assured the Canadian Nuclear 
Safety Commission (CNSC) 
that safety upgrades would be 
made to the reactor, including 
emergency power supply to 
two heavy-water pumps. AECL 
then lied when they submitted 
a Safety Analysis for NRU 
relicensing, claiming that the 
required safety modifications 
were completed. During a 
routine meeting in November 
of 2007, CNSC learned that 
the pumps were in fact not 
connected.

AECL loses revenue to a 
private company. Under the 

Conservative Mulroney gov-
ernment, one of AECL’s hopes 
of financial sustainability, the 
lucrative revenue from medical 
isotope productions, was sold 
from the Crown corporation to 
the private firm MDS Nordion. 
Most of the revenue from isotope 
productions would always go 
to MDS Nordion as per their 
40 year supply agreement. As 
a result, taxpayers carried the 
expenses of reactor and isotopes 
production, liabilities, decom-
missioning, and maintenance 
but MDS Nordion recieved most 
of the profits that accrued.

The local population, not 
having recovered from declines 
in the forest industry, is now 
becoming dependent on the 
subsidized nuclear industry 
as their major employer and 
economic contributor. Lacking 
economic diversity, fearful 
of job loss and community 
revenue losses, few local people 
or community leaders will now 
oppose this leeching giant, this 
Windego, on their shorelines.

Paula Lapierre is the 
Principal Sachem of the 
Kichesipirini Algonquin 
First Nation

To read parts two and three in 
the series, visit:

dominionpaper.ca/topics/algonquin

“Lies, Omissions and Nuclear Waste,” continued from page 3

“People power,” continued from page 9
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DNA testing program targeted 
at family members of immi-
grants applying for visas to the 
country.

Protests were organized 
across France in opposition to 
the DNA testing law that eventu-
ally passed with a slim majority 
in the French parliament. DNA 
testing for foreign nationals 
attempting to secure visas isn’t 
compulsory under the new law. 
However, it is feared that visa 
applicants who don’t submit 
to the test–taken at their own 
expense–will have their appli-
cations rejected by France.

Civil liberties groups across 
France and internationally–
including Amnesty Interna-
tional–condemned the new 
DNA testing law, an adaptation 
of existing practices already 
established in the US, Canada 
and other western European 
countries.

Across Africa, deportation 
policies adopted by successive 
French governments, which 
target non-status immigrants, 
often define political perception 
of modern day France.

In May 2007, Sarkozy’s 
visit to Mali sparked large 
protests and widespread local 
opposition due to new immigra-
tion policies in France that have 
tightened visa requirements, 
while eliminating an existing 
law that allowed migrant 
workers to apply for citizenship 
after ten years.

“We are indignant about 
this visit and we honestly think 
that the arrival of Mr. Nicolas 
Sarkozy in our country at this 
time is purely and simply a prov-
ocation,” explained a Malian 
member of parliament at the 
time of Sarkozy’s visit. Activists 
from the Association of Malians 
Expelled from France organized 
a sit-in outside Sarkozy’s hotel 
in Bamako, Mali’s capital, in 

protest of French immigration 
policy.

France: Immigration and 
colonial history

As a former colonial power 
throughout the Middle East, 
Africa and Asia, contemporary 
migration to France can be 
traced to colonial history.

Diaspora communities 
throughout the country–cur-
rently facing mass deportations–
find roots in southern nations 
across the globe struggling with 
the shadows of colonialism, a 

historical reality indisputably 
connected to the economic 
instability, civil conflict and war 
driving contemporary migration 
to France.

“France’s current policies 
towards immigrants echo the 
colonial past,” explains Atman 
Zerkaoui, from the Mouvement 
des Indigenes de la République. 
“In colonial times, in Algeria, 
we were expected to serve the 
French empire without question, 
as workers, as soldiers, while 
today recent laws passed by the 
French government basically 
allowing only professionals or 
the wealthy into France trans-
lates to the state reasserting 
a colonial ideology, in which 
people from the colonies exist 
to serve France, the French 
economy, while France sets the 
terms of our relationship uni-
laterally.”

As France has moved in 
recent years to seal borders and 
stiffen immigration laws, legal 
moves have been made with 
regard to colonial history as 
well. In 2005, the French par-
liament passed a controversial 
law on the teaching of French 
colonial history in public 
schools, a law that critics argue 
attempts to erase from history 
France’s numerous colonial 

crimes through North Africa, 
specifically in Algeria.

“School programs are to 
recognize in particular the 
positive role of the French 
presence overseas, especially in 
North Africa,” reads the 2005 
law, signed on the 60th anniver-
sary of the 1945 Sétif massacre 
in Algeria, when French soldiers 
killed thousands of Algerians 
after celebrations in reaction to 
Nazi Germany’s defeat turned 
into a massive Algerian inde-
pendence rally.

“Roots of xenophobia 
today in France trace back to 
the Algerian war,” explains 
David Common, CBC’s Europe 
correspondent based in Paris. 
“Many people have written on 
this connection, as at the time 
of the Algerian war, France had 
a real shock, a loss of interna-
tional prestige due to victory 
of the Algerian independence 
movement.”

“Sarkozy has now said 
everything but sorry in regards 
to France’s role in Algeria, in 
the former French colonies,” 
continues David Common, 
“bringing forward instead the 
idea that the past is the past, 
without talking about healing, 
which is a similar position to 
Canada saying everything but 
sorry in regards to the history of 
residential schools for the First 
Nations.”

Uprisings in the suburbs

Today, France stands at a 
crossroads of national identity, 
as history funnels into the con-
temporary debate on immigra-
tion, which in recent decades 
has redefined the nature of 
major urban centers in the 
country.

Deportation stands as 
only one state-backed difficulty 
within economically marginal-
ized immigrant quarters across 
the precarious suburbs of Paris, 
epicenter of massive confron-
tations between state security 
forces and local residents that 
sparked international headlines 
in 2005.

“History is separated 
from the contemporary 

context, which is exactly what 
we are fighting to change,” 
explains Sonia Barbacha of the 
Mouvement des Indigenes de la 
République. “We are struggling 
to break free of this colonial 
history that continues to persist 
until today.”

“In Paris we are experi-
encing a colonial situation; the 
urban geography is very similar 
to the colonial situation in 
Algeria,” says Barbacha. “There 
is essentially a white city center, 
while people from the former 
colonies surround the city 
center, living in the suburbs; 
it’s a racist geography, which 
translates at times into social 
uprising as the world saw in 
2005.”

France remains a nation 
on edge. Political turmoil in 
recent years has defined French 
politics, from the popular 
explosions in the Paris suburbs 
driven by socially marginalized 
immigrant youth, to the growing 
grassroots rejection of massive 
deportations to former French 
colonies and serious prospects 
of a severe economic downturn. 
Many such upheavals are a 
result of international economic 
change, resulting in fewer 
economics opportunities in the 
country.

“Compound total social 
alienation with almost no 
economic opportunity-- you 
can begin to understand the 
situation in the suburbs,” 
Common tells me over coffee in 
Paris. “Violence is compounded 
when young French police are 
sent into the suburbs, within the 
first few years of their service, 
arriving in a heavy handed 
fashion in already volatile 
suburbs and then the existing 
social violence, mainly due to 
poverty, feeds into violence 
against the police.”

History etches deep 
impressions onto the con-
temporary French political 
reality, a history, which like the 
present, is a battlefield defined 
by opposing sides of a profound 
conflict which is best under-
stood in colonial terms.

“France’s current policies 
towards immigrants echo 

the colonial past.”
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targeted stores supplied by the 
company.

Canada’s Bank of Nova Scotia is 
now owner of the second largest 
“mega-bank” in Guatemala, 
as well as additional banks 
in the Dominican Republic, 
after their purchase of Grupo 
Altas Cumbres of Chile. The 
acquisition was announced on 
February 4. Terms of the sale 
have not been released.

Algonquin leader Paula 
Sherman agreed to stop pro-
testing a planned uranium mine 
on Algonquin land near Sharbot 
Lake, Ontario. Sherman, a 
single mother of three, and 
Robert Lovelace, both co-chiefs 
of the Ardoch Algonquin First 
Nation, were sentenced to six 
months in jail and fines for 
disobeying a court injunction 
granted to mining exploration 
company Frontenac Ventures. 
Both admitted to their involve-
ment in protests on the property 
upon which Frontenac hopes 
to build the uranium mine. 
Although Frontenac Ventures 
had obtained the approval 
of the Ontario government, 
Algonquin communities in the 
area had not been consulted or 
notified before Frontenac began 
destroying trees and rocks on 
their territory. Protesters from 
both the Shabot Obaadjiwan 
and Ardoch Algonquin First 
Nations occupied the disputed 
site from late June to mid-Oc-
tober last year. The occupation 
ended after the Ontario govern-
ment agreed to mediation talks, 
but began again this month 
after talks failed.

Robert Maurice, one of 
Toronto’s 70,000 reported 
homeless people, died of 
exposure at the age of 50. 
Maurice had housing at the time 
of his death but, according to 
sources close to him, as a result 
of overcrowding and other 
conditions within the boarding 
home in which he had been 
staying, he remained on the 
streets. At the time of his death 
he had a broken leg and was 

walking on crutches. Two weeks 
earlier the Ontario Coalition 
Against Poverty (OCAP), along 
with a number of agencies, had 
expressed concerns about the 
closing of over 300 shelter beds 
in Toronto, which has led to 
serious overcrowding in Toronto 
hostels. OCAP would stage a 

noisy, disruptive rally inside 
Toronto city council chambers 
after learning of Maurice’s 
death. A letter from Maurice’s 
ex-wife to OCAP reminds 
Canadians that “anyone can be 
allowed to freeze to death this 
day and age; where Rob died 
was downtown, Bay & Bloor 
area.”

Tens of thousands of agricul-
tural workers with tractors, 
cows and banners gathered 
at Mexico City’s downtown 
plaza, the Zocalo, urging the 
Mexican government to renego-
tiate the rules in the agricultural 
sections of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. These 
rules effectively do away with 
customs tariffs for corn, beans, 
sugar and milk starting in 
2008. Governmental officials 

have recognized the agreement 
has helped commerce and the 
economy in Mexico but has not 
helped the agricultural sector, 
which suffers from low salaries 
and insufficient financial assis-
tance. According to La Jornada, 
farmers’ leaders said they are 
planning to proceed with a 

national work stoppage which 
will include blocking roads, 
ports, airports and custom 
offices.

Fidel Castro resigned as Cuba’s 
president of 49 years, at the 
age of 81. Castro’s rule was the 
longest in the world for a head 
of government, and his retire-
ment saw the peaceful passage 
of power to his brother Raul 
Castro and a younger genera-
tion of the Communist Party of 
Cuba (PCC). Fidel, who has not 
been seen in public since unoffi-
cially transferring his authority 
as leader of Cuba to Raul in 
2006 due to illness, wrote to the 
Cuban people: “I am not saying 
goodbye to you. I only wish to 
fight as a soldier of ideas.”

Although “clean air” legisla-

tion has cleaned up the most 
visible smog-like pollution 
in industrialized countries, 
Lung Chi Chen of the medical 
school at New York University 
said microscopic soot particles 
from vehicle exhaust kills an 
estimated 30-40,000 people 
a year in the United States. 
Breathing the air in New York 
City is similar to living with a 
smoker in terms of risk from 
heart disease, he explained, and 
its effect on the human cardio-
vascular system is comparable 
to that on fish living in an oil 
spill. In fact, the most modern 
diesel and petrol engines with 
efficient filters generated the 
most dangerous particles (less 
than 2.5 microns in diameter).

Australian media reports 
on Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd’s government’s apology 
to members of the “stolen 
generations”–the Aboriginal 
and “half-caste” children who 
were forcibly removed from 
their parents by government 
authorities from 1900 to the 
early 1970s–left out the voices 
of 2,000 Aborigines from across 
the country who gathered 
in Canberra to protest the 
federal government’s Northern 
Territory (NT) police-military 
intervention. Natasha Moore, 
a 23-year-old social worker, 
travelled from Perth, Western 
Australia, to attend the dem-
onstration. “[The NT policy] 
is a clear attack on Aboriginal 
people in remote areas who 
live in poverty and don’t have 
any real services. There was 
the report on child abuse but 
the government just used this 
as an excuse to intervene. The 
intervention is racist and dis-
criminatory.”

A Federal Court has ordered 
an environmental review panel 
to justify its decision to allow a 
$7 billion tar sands project in 
northern Alberta to go ahead. 
The ruling, released Wednesday, 
comes after four Prairie envi-
ronmental groups went to 
court in January to try to stop 
Imperial Oil’s Kearl project, 

“In review,” continued from page 3

A stop sign in French, English and Algonquin.
Allen C, Creative Commons 2.0
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claiming the federal-provincial 
review panel that approved 
the project had not adequately 
assessed the potential envi-
ronmental damage. The Court 
ruled that this latest tar sands 
project approved for the Fort 
McMurray area must go back to 
an environmental review panel.

A Pakistani family who lived 
in a church for 18 months to 
avoid deportation was finally 
granted their freedom on the 
condition that they make a 
short drive. Hassan Raza, his 
wife and their six children spent 
most of the last year and a half 
in sanctuary in the Crescent 
Fort Rouge United Church 
in Winnipeg, afraid of being 
arrested and deported if they 
ventured outside. The family 
has been granted temporary 
resident status after negotiating 
a deal with federal immigration 
officials that required them to 
make a one-hour drive to the 
US border where, technically at 
least, they left Canada for a brief 
time and then re-entered.

Canada and the US have 
signed an agreement that paves 
the way for military forces from 
either nation to send troops 
across each other’s borders 
during an emergency, but 
some are questioning why the 
Harper government has kept 
silent on the deal. Neither the 
Canadian government nor the 
Canadian Forces announced 
the new agreement, which was 
signed on February 14 in Texas. 
The US military’s Northern 
Command, however, publicized 
the agreement with a statement 
outlining how its top officer, Gen. 
Gene Renuart, and Canadian 
Lt.-Gen. Marc Dumais, head of 
Canada Command, signed the 
plan, which allows the military 
from one nation to support the 
armed forces of the other nation 
during a civil emergency.

Israeli troops reportedly 
pulled out of northern Gaza 
after days of fighting that 
killed 130 Palestinians in the 
deadliest military assault on 
Gaza in years. The assault drew 
worldwide protests, but Israeli 

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
has warned the withdrawal of 
troops does not mean Israel’s 
military operation there is over. 
The clashes reached a peak 
after Israel sent in a regiment of 
ground troops in an operation 
dubbed “Hot Winter” that killed 
77 Palestinians in two days, 
and 130 over five days. Of the 
dead, 39 were children and 10 
were women. In addition, 370 
children were injured.

More than 1,000 members of 
Toronto’s Tibetan community 
and their supporters marched 
in the streets, some lying down 
in major intersections, to peace-
fully draw attention to human 
rights violations by China and 
censorship of the press in the 
face of rising civil unrest in 
Tibet. On another continent, 
three pro-Tibetan protesters 
face misdemeanour charges 
of disrespectful behaviour 
after disrupting the flame-
lighting ceremony for the 
Beijing Olympics at Greece’s 
Ancient Olympia stadium. In 
the Tibetan capital of Lhasa, 
days of peaceful protests of the 
Chinese occupation of Tibet led 
by Buddhist clergy spiralled into 
riots on March 14, after Chinese 
riot police fired bullets and tear 
gas on protesters in an effort to 
control the city. In the ensuing 
chaos, mobs smashed and 
looted Han Chinese-run busi-
nesses and shops. Estimates put 
the number of dead between 22 
and 140, with over 600 injured. 
Beijing has accused the exiled 
Dalai Lama of plotting terror 
in Tibet, while Jacques Rogge, 
head of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), 
refused to criticize China for 
its violent crackdown on dem-
onstrations. Canadian Olympic 
rower Jake Wetzel expressed 
surprise that there has not 
been more of an international 
outcry about China’s repres-
sion of Tibetan protesters. “I 
guess it kind of shows how weak 
the position of athletes is in 
making a statement about these 
things when the international 
community can’t really even 
condemn what’s happening.” 
Meanwhile, Toronto mayor 

David Miller will continue with 
a scheduled trade mission to 
China, whose stated goal is to 
build ties between Toronto and 
its sister city, Chongqing.

In Toronto, 1510 King Street 
West became the object of 
technical bickering between 
a neighbourhood residents’ 
group and the Ontario 
Municipal Board (OMB), when 
residents protested a develop-
ment plan to turn the “Pope 
Squat” building into a rooming 
house. Abandoned in the 1990s, 
the building was occupied by 
the Ontario Coalition Against 
Poverty (OCAP) during Pope 
John Paul II’s 2002 summer visit 
to Toronto. The building, which 
has a history of squatting and 
abandonment, has been sold by 
the city to a private individual, 
who received federal funding 
to develop rooming houses. 
Rooming houses–single-room 
rentals which share kitchen 
and bathroom facilities–are 
currently Toronto’s most inex-
pensive permanent housing 
option. Residents opposed to the 
King Street West development 
claim it will change the stability 
of the neighbourhood. In fact, 
many houses on the street were 
originally rooming houses, and 
have been converted into large 
private homes, and those con-
versions have already had the 
effect of changing the “stability” 
of the neighbourhood.

In Belgium, hundreds of 
peace activists were arrested 
after they attempted to breach 
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) headquarters 
in Brussels. The activists were 
protesting military action in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as 
NATO’s use of nuclear weapons. 
Police in riot gear and on horses 
clashed with the protesters, 
using dogs, horses, pepper 
spray, clubs and water cannons 
to prevent the protesters from 
entering NATO grounds. 
Reports on the number of pro-
testers arrested vary from 100 
to 1,000. Organizers of the 
“NATO - Game Over” protest 
say that without this political 
and military organization, the 

wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
would not be possible. They 
also point out that according 
to international humanitarian 
law, nuclear weapons are illegal. 
NATO has 350 US nuclear 
weapons deployed in Germany, 
Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Britain and Turkey.

The vote by Liberal and Conser-
vative MP’s to extend Canada’s 
mission in Afghanistan to 
the year 2011 was disrupted 
by chants within the House of 
Commons gallery by anti-war 
proestors. Two days later, 
hundreds of people took to the 
streets in 20 communities across 
Canada to protest the extended 
troop deployment. The Conser-
vative motion passed by a vote 
of 198 to 77. The Liberals voted 
in favour of the motion, while 
both the Bloc Québécois and the 
NDP voted against.

To mark the fifth anniversary 
of the US invasion of Iraq, 
hundreds of marches, sit-ins and 
other protests were held around 
the United States. Among those 
actions were the Winter Soldier 
hearings, held over four days 
at the National Labor College 
in Silver Spring, Maryland. 
US soldiers who served in Iraq 
convened to give eyewitness 
accounts of the war and occupa-
tions in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Up to one million Iraqis have 
been killed; 2.5 million people 
are estimated to be displaced 
inside Iraq; and more than two 
million have fled to neighbour-
ing countries. Nearly 4,000 US 
soldiers have been killed and 
tens of thousands wounded. 
Nobel Prize-winning economist 
Joseph Stiglitz estimates the 
overall cost of this war will be 
$3 trillion.

Two hundred members of 
the Students Against Israeli 
Apartheid (SAIA) and their 
supporters took over the Senate 
Chambers of York Univer-
sity. The protesters called on 
York’s President Mamdouh 
Shoukri to allow an open 
debate of the international 

»  continued on page 19
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to have been cut and pasted 
from an action film are quoted 
in isolation. “We will of course 
kill them,” an interviewee is 
reported to have said of the 
Kikuyu.

This variety of sensational-
ism and oversimplification is 
not atypical of corporate media 
reporting from Africa. Their 
representations perpetuate the 
racist assumptions that have 
historically influenced western 
perceptions of “Africans” as 
barbaric, primitive and inher-
ently destructive. Such rep-
resentations also have the 
advantage of justifying external 
intervention in the region which 
in most cases serves to disguise 
many different kinds of exploi-
tation.

Western journalists 
reporting on the current 
situation in Kenya frequently 
approach their work with an air 
of adventure and sensational-
ism mixed with disappointment 
at the direction in which Kenya 
is moving. Doug Miller, the host 
of “Amandla!”–a radio program 
on Montreal’s CKUT dedicated 
to political events in Africa–
says this approach does not 
help readers understand what 
is going on.

Miller praises the Globe 
and Mail’s Africa correspon-
dent Stephanie Nolen for her 
“wonderful stuff on AIDS in 
Southern Africa,” but criticized 
her approach to the political 
crisis in Kenya. It is, he says, 
a “cheap thrill kind of journal-
ism.” 

“The emphasis was on her 
going into the ‘valley of death’ 
and facing these bloodthirsty 
warriors. It’s an awful attraction 
for a journalist to go out there. 
But is it giving us any insight 
into the situation? I don’t think 
so.”

In her article, entitled “Into 
the Valley of Death,” Nolen 
writes, “the Kenya I travelled 
through this week was not a 
country I recognized ... the 
Kenya that was prospering and 
ambitious and dignified and 
peaceful.” Nolen is echoing 
a frequent refrain in the 

media since the conflict: that 
Kenya was the last remaining 
“democracy”–the only hope 
on a continent ravaged by 
senseless violence. In the words 
of one writer and according 
to the sentiment of many, the 
situation is a “tragic setback for 
democracy in Africa.”

Missing Colonialism and 
Class

Celebrated Kenyan writer 
Ngugi wa Thiong’o has observed 
that the current crisis does 
indeed concern two tribes: not 
tribes based on ethnic identity, 
but on the divide between “the 
haves and the have-nots.” It 
is not accidental that much of 
the violence has taken place in 
Kibera, the second largest slum 
in Africa and also in Mathare, 
another collection of slums.

Writing for African news 
publication Pambazuka, Nunu 
Kidane and Walter Turner 
remark that the people living 
in Kibera and Mathare have 
“nothing to fear and nothing to 
lose.” Running battles between 
armed police and residents 
of Kibera were fought in the 
post-election period, while 
the middle-classes and elites 
remained largely unaffected by 
such conflicts. The media has 
neglected to report sufficiently 
on the heavy-handed tactics of 
repression used by the Kenyan 
police and the notorious para-
military General Service Unit in 
areas like Kibera and Mathare.

Nonetheless, Kibera 
has attracted international 
attention; it is becoming 
increasingly popular as a venue 
for “slum tourism.” Reuters cor-
respondent Andrew Cawthorne 
recently wrote of Kibera: “Any 
journalist wanting a quick 
Africa poverty story can find it 
there in half an hour.”

How, then, to make sense 
of the situation in Kenya while 
avoiding the pitfalls of sensa-
tionalistic reporting and racist 
assumptions?

If the media claim this is 
an ethnic conflict, how did it 

begin? When did it begin? It is 
important to first differentiate 
between the different acts of 
“violence” that are taking place 
in Kenya. Security forces are 
responsible for a large number 
of the killings. Acting on gov-
ernment orders immediately 
after the election results were 
announced, they have largely 
been operating on a shoot-to-
kill policy.

Disturbing scenes of police 
brutality have been aired on local 
television. In one case, a young 
man in western Kisumu–a 
region with a large number of 
opposition supports–is shown 

taunting the police by sticking 
his tongue out and jumping up 
and down. A police officer runs 
toward him, shoots him from a 
few feet away and kicks him in 
the ribs. Little or none of this 
makes it into corporate media 
reports.

As “ethnic violence,” it 
certainly did not emerge out of 
nowhere, and not all members 
of the Kikuyu, Kalenjin and 
Luo communities are bent on 
destroying each other. But what 
other impression would people 
get when they read headlines 
like “Rival Kenyan tribes face 
off with machetes and clubs” 
next to photographs of black 
Africans holding weapons, sil-
houetted by the sun?

Certainly it is not ordinary 
Kenyans who benefit from the 
climate of terror stoked by poli-
ticians who manipulate ethnic 
differences to serve their own 
political agendas. They have 

mobilized gangs of young men, 
who are marginalized and cut 
off from any participation in the 
country’s economy, to target 
ethnic groups, thus prompting 
revenge attacks.

I received an alarming text 
message from a friend who had 
to leave home for fear of being 
targeted by members of the 
Kikuyu community. “Am ok,” 
it read, “There were revenge 
attacks from Kikuyus as the 
place is predominantly Kikuyu. 
Looking for another house.” 
The same friend was rushing 
to the Rift Valley three weeks 
ago to help evacuate members 
of the Kikuyu community who 
were being targeted by Kalenjin 
supporters of the opposition in 
the elections.

These kinds of stories–of 
ordinary Kenyans who are trying 
to help each other and who are 
troubled and alarmed by what 
is happening as the result of 
a power struggle between two 
men–are not covered by the 
many foreign correspondents 
visiting Kenya.

A notable exception to the 
lack of critical and accurate 
coverage in the corporate 
media was an article by author 
Caroline Elkins, who wrote 
about Kenya’s national resis-
tance movement in her book 
Imperial Reckoning: The 
Untold Story of Britain’s Gulag 
in Kenya. Writing in the Wash-
ington Post, Elkins explains: “If 
you’re looking for the origins of 
Kenya’s ethnic tensions, look to 
its colonial past... we are often 
told that age-old tribal hatreds 
drive today’s conflicts in Africa. 
In fact, both ethnic conflict and 
its attendant grievances are 
colonial phenomena.”

In Kenya, says Elkins, the 
British spent much of their 
time trying to keep the Kikuyu 
and Luo divided for fear that 
if they united, the colonial 
order in the country would 
collapse. A Kikuyu-Luo alliance 
in the 1950s forced the British 
to release Jomo Kenyatta, 
who would later become the 
country’s first president, from 
a colonial detention camp and 

“Kenya,” continued from page 8

"…we are often told 
that age-old tribal 

hatreds drive today's 
conflicts in Africa. 
In fact, both ethnic 

conflict and its 
attendant grievances 

are colonial 
phenomena."
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exclusively on grants, funding 
remains a challenge.

Even on that modest 
budget, the theatre’s summer 
peace camp remains a highlight. 
For three weeks in July, several 
dozen children from the 
community work with artists to 
put together a performance they 
create themselves using music, 
visual arts and theatre. “Every-
thing that we did was all based 
on their input and whatever they 
wanted to do,” says visual artist 
Anand Rajaram, 35. He worked 

on last summer’s show, which 
included a haunting ballad for 
the fallen trees in the forest sur-
rounding the theatre, a tongue-
in-cheek musical number about 
climate change set to the tune 
of That’s Amore and titled Just 
Ignore It, and a powerful scene 
about the alienation of the eco-
nomically disadvantaged.

“I hope they learn that 
there’s no idea too small and 
that every idea has its worth,” 
says Rajaram. One of the ideas 
that camper Malan Macz has 

taken away from the peace 
camp is that there are better 
ways for dealing with bullying 
than lashing out. The 13-year-
old, who, last summer, attended 
the camp for the fifth time last 
summer, is often teased by his 
classmates. “The first year I 
came, I had some anger man-
agement problems. But this 
has helped me a whole lot,” he 
says. “I try to deal with things as 
non-violently as possible, like 
giving an intelligent argument. 
Otherwise, I just ignore it.”

It’s that kind of change 
that energizes the staff, says 
Emerson. “It can be really chal-
lenging. But when you work for 
a whole year and you see the 
struggles that those kids–like 
the kids in Drew’s Group–go 
through, and then at the end 
of the year one of them says to 
you, ‘You’ve really changed my 
life. I just don’t know who I’d be 
without you guys,’ then you just 
can’t give up.”

continued from previous page

hastened the removal of the 
British colonial structure. But 
the alliance was short-lived, 
and the imperial “divide-and-
rule” policy was applied time 
and again in Britain’s colonies. 
The policy was strong enough 
to create the “ethnic units” that 
are now playing into the hands 
of elites.

These same elites, carefully 
cultivated by the British to 
protect their geopolitical 
interests in the region, took 
control of the legal systems left 
behind that, according to Elkins, 

“facilitated tyranny, oppression 
and poverty rather than open, 
accountable government.”

We also have to consider 
the many other factors that 
make possible the kind of 
violence currently taking place. 
Kenya is a very poor country 
whose more serious troubles 
concern low wages, unemploy-
ment, structural poverty, lack 
of social security, poorly funded 
health and education systems 
and lack of access to land and 
resources.

Doug Miller of “Amandla!” 

says, “It is no wonder that the 
structural poverty imposed on 
Africa throughout history has 
created an underclass of young 
people who have no hope and 
no future. Many people are 
getting an education but there 
is nowhere to go with it.”

“The economies have been 
undermined by world capital-
ism. Even if you do what they 
say and you grow tobacco or 
something, you get crap prices 
and you can’t live off what you 
do as a farmer. What this is 
about is people with no access 

to resources in a country where 
they can’t do anything and a rich 
person can come by with any 
amount of money and mobilize 
them into what I call ‘the army 
of the unemployed.’”

It is these armies of disen-
franchised youth that have been 
mobilized to set Kenyan against 
Kenyan. Understanding the 
origins for their exclusion will 
bring us closer to transcending 
the stereotypes that dominate 
Western media reportage, and 
perhaps a little closer to envi-
sioning a resolution.

campaign to boycott Israeli 
academic institutions seen to 
be complicit in the violation of 
Palestinian freedoms imposed 
by the Israeli army. These 
violations are said to include 
the closure of universities, 
restrictions of the movement 
of Palestinian students and 
faculty and, in extreme cases, 
the arrest, torture and killing of 
students. On exiting the Senate 
Chambers, the SAIA was met 
with a counter rally of pro-
Israeli supporters. Undeterred, 
one SAIA member stated, “We 
will continue to organize for 
holding the debate about the 
academic boycott of Israel and 
to fight for our University to 
divest from institutional ties to 
Israeli Apartheid.”

The Cerrejon Mine Company 
in Colombia, owner of the 
world’s largest open-pit coal 
mine, recently received a final 
report from its own review 
panel. The company has been 
accused of failing to comply with 
basic human-rights norms with 
regards to indigenous and Afro-
Colombian communities that 
have been forcibly dispaced as a 
result of its mining operations. 
The five-member panel, chaired 
by John Harker, president of 
Cape Breton University, rec-
ommends the company engage 
in the collective–rather than 
individual–resettlement of 
residents of future displaced 
communities. The panel also 
encourages the expanded imple-
mentation of social programs 
for affected communities and 
an increased transparency of 

company conduct if necessary 
trust levels are to be achieved.

After nearly five years of publish-
ing on the web and in print, The 
Dominion launched Own Your 
Media!, a cross-Canada tour 
aimed at recruiting members 
and sustainers to the newspaper, 
which recently incorporated as 
a solidarity cooperative. Editor 
Dru Oja Jay and Managing 
Editor Stuart Neatby travelled 
from Antigonish, Nova Scotia 
to London, Ontario pitching 
the media cooperative to towns 
and cities east of the prairies. 
Jay continued west, presenting 
in communities from Winnipeg 
to Victoria, accompanied by 
Eva Bartlett, who organized 
simultaneous speaking engage-
ments where she discussed her 
recent solidarity work in Gaza. 

The Dominion editors gave 24 
presentations in 23 rural and 
urban communities in six weeks. 
Backed by the likes of Noam 
Chomsky, John Pilger and 
Naomi Klein, and facilitated by 
over 50 organizing volunteers, 
Jay and Neatby solidified a 
national network of individuals 
and organizations committed to 
supporting independent grass-
roots media in Canada. Jay 
said he was “surprised by how 
enthusiastic people were about 
the idea of local media coopera-
tives, especially in the prairies,” 
where The Dominion tradition-
ally sees a smaller following. To 
find out more about the coop-
erative, to become a member, 
or to sign up as a sustainer, visit 
mediacoop.ca.

“In review,” continued from page 17

“Children’s Peace Theatre,” continued from page 4



20 The Dominion, April 2008 — Issue #50

by HeatHer Meek

Team Canada doesn’t 

read the Dominion.

Find out what they’re missing.
Subscribe at dominionpaper.ca/subscribe


