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Nicolas Potel’s Visionary Burgundy Domaine

NICOLAS POTEL ESTABLISHED Domaine de Bellene in 2005, 
starting with a few vineyard parcels from his family and several from 
growers he had worked with for many years. His goal was to follow 
in the footsteps of his beloved father, Gérard Potel, to control all 
aspects of wine production, from vineyard to market, in order to 
create pure, balanced wines that are clear expressions of their classic 
Burgundy terroirs. And to do it in a way that respects the deep tradi-
tions of the region while looking to the future, by working closely 
with nature to foster a beneficial impact on the environment. 

In 2006, Nicolas acquired the Domaine buildings, located near 
the historic center of Beaune. Originally a Cistercian abbey built in 
the 16th century, the cellars and buildings were renovated according 
to very strict environmental standards. Nicolas takes environmental 
responsibility very seriously and it is integrated into all aspects of 
the estate: buildings, vineyards, cellar work, energy conservation 
and packaging materials. 

Domaine de Bellene now owns 62.5 acres of vineyards through-
out the Côte d’Or, from Santenay in the south, to Vosne-Romanée 
in the north. The focus is on the outstanding (and often under-
rated) premier cru climats of Beaune, and on distinctive terroirs in 
promising appellations that offer exceptional value from a region 
that has seen a stratospheric rise in prices over the last 20 years. 

The name comes from “Belenos,” an ancient Gallic god of sun 
and beauty. It is the origin of the city name, Beaune, which was 
called “Belena” in Roman times, and “Bellene” in the Middle Ages.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES AT DOMAINE DE BELLENE 
RESPECT 
• A deep reverence for Burgundy’s traditions and terroir, which also 

inspired the choice of name, drawn from the history of Beaune. 
• Committed to preserving the integrity of the vineyards and their 

fruit through thoughtful viticulture and gentle winemaking. 
• Honoring the legacy of the Potel family – past, present and future. 

VISION 
• Constantly seeking better ways to work with nature in the vine-

yards, based on scientific research and experimentation. 
• Continuous innovation in the cellar to reduce resource useage, 

while improving the expressive power of the wines. 
• Developing the potential of under-appreciated appellations. 
• Creating a new financial model for small startup domaines. 

SUSTAINABILITY 
• Building a new standard of sustainability for the modern Burgundy 

domaine that encompasses environmental responsibility, financial 
viability and social responsibility. 

• Commitment to low-impact viticulture and cellar practices. 
• Revitalizing existing vineyards and developing new practices for 

better vine health and long-term climate change mitigation.

OVERVIEW OF DOMAINE DE BELLENE 

YEAR FOUNDED: 2005 
OWNER: Nicolas Potel 
WINEMAKER & VINEYARD MANAGER: Sylvain Debord 
LOCATION: Beaune, Côte d’Or, France 
VINEYARD AREA: 25 hectares (62.5 acres) 
SOIL TYPES: Clay and limestone 
VITICULTURE: Practicing organic (not certified) 
GRAPE VARIETIES: 67% Pinot Noir; 33% Chardonnay 
AVERAGE YIELD: 30 hl/ha (approx. 2.5 tons per acre) 
ANNUAL PRODUCTION: 10,000 cases 

VINEYARD HOLDINGS 
62 parcels; 22 appellations in the Côte d’Or 

CÔTE DE BEAUNE: Beaune, Savigny-lès-Beaune, Saint-Romain, 
Meursault, Santenay 

CÔTE DE NUITS: Côte de Nuits-Villages, Nuits-Saint-Georges,  
Vosne-Romanée“What I am searching for is definition — definition of place.” 

— Nicolas Potel

Nicolas Potel in the cellar at Domaine de Bellene’.
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The Vineyards and Wines of Domaine de Bellene

THE VINEYARDS 
The Domaine vineyards are farmed according to organic and bio -
dynamic principles, to restore and maintain the unique soil structure 
and microbial life of each parcel. Organic certification was achieved 
in 2011, but was relenquished after the 2013 vintage, when the 
broad-spectrum, organic-approved insecticide for the leafhopper 
infestation proved more damaging than a synthetic alternative. In 
cases like that, Nicolas wants to be able to do what’s truly best for 
the environment, whether or not it follows a particular certification. 

Vineyard parcels are continuously renewed and, in some cases, 
fully replanted. No clones are used — sélection massale is done from 
very old, pre-phylloxera vines in Beaune and Nuits-Saint-Georges. 

At harvest time, very careful, selective hand picking into small 
bins ensures that the fruit reaches the winery in perfect condition. At 
the winery, a finer selection is done on the sorting table — an inno-
vation introduced to Burgundy by Gérard Potel in the 1960s. 

IN THE CELLAR 
In the cellar, Nicolas and Sylvain follow a patient, hands-off approach, 
which allows the vineyard terroir to better express itself. 
• Cold maceration of Pinot Noir to extract natural enzymes. 
• Pinot Noir: 60% whole-cluster fermentation in most vintages. 
• Indigenous yeast fermentation in eco-friendly stainless steel. 
• No enzymes, cultured yeasts or acid adjustments are used. 
• No filtration, unless absolutely necessary for a particular bottling. 
• No artificial light during fermentation to preserve trans-resvératrol 

compounds that are beneficial to human health. 
• Slow, gentle pressing in a vertical basket press. 
• Fruit and juice are moved by gravity. 
• Maturation in French oak barrels for 12 to 18 months. 
• Long, gentle pressing and settling of Chardonnay to reduce the 

need for filtration and avoid potential premature oxidation issues. 
• Chardonnay: 100% whole-cluster; fermented and matured in 600-

liter demi-muids for a more subtle oak influence. 

THE WINES (U.S. SELECTION) 
WHITE WINES 
• Savigny-lès-Beaune blanc 
• Santenay, Les Charmes Dessus 
• Meursault, Les Forges 
• Beaune Premier Cru, Perrières 

RED WINES 
• Savigny-lès-Beaune Vieilles Vignes 
• Saint-Romain 
• Nuits-Saint-Georges Vieilles Vignes 
• Beaune Premier Cru, Hommage à François Potel 
• Beaune Premier Cru, Les Grèves 
• Beaune Premier Cru, Pertuisots 
• Savigny-lès-Beaune Premier Cru, Les Hauts Jarrons 
• Savigny-lès-Beaune Premier Cru, Les Peuillets 
• Savigny-lès-Beaune Premier Cru, Hommage à Jean Ferté 
• Vosne-Romanée, Les Quartiers de Nuits 
• Vosne-Romanée Premier Cru, Les Suchots 

Additional wines are available through special request.

DOMAINE DE BELLENE IN THE CÔTE D’OR
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Very old vines in the Domaine’s parcel of Beaune Grèves, planted in 1904.


