
    

2016 ACCET Conference Preliminary Program Highlights 

Hyatt Regency Tamaya Hotel & Resort 

October 31 – November2, 2016 

Monday: Oct. 31 

8:30am – 10:15am: Up Close and Personal with the ACCET Accreditation Staff & 

Commissioners 

This Round Table event has become at ACCET attendee favorite where each of ACCET’s 
Accreditation Coordinators host a table to share information on specific areas of interest to our 
attendees. Do you have questions about revised ACCET policies, branching, change of ownership, 
completion & placement, new programs, financial review?  Commissioners are also available to 
discuss these topics with you. 
  
10:30am – 11:45am: Views from the Field 

Presenters: 

Dr. Bill Larkin: ED, ACCET          Steve Gunderson: President, CECU                       

Leah Matthews: ED, DEAC           Florence Tate: ED, ABHES  

Robert Johnson: ED, CAPPS           Terry O’Donnell: Past ED, CEA  

Fred Lockhart: ED Arizona Private School Assoc. 

 

ACCET proudly presents a distinguished panel of dignitaries from accrediting agencies, state 

and national organizations to share their expertise and offer their opinions on the latest 

trending topics in higher education.  These recognized leaders will discuss varying viewpoints 

on specific items such as the intense scrutiny on the private for-profit sector, the potential 

impact of the Presidential election, student outcomes, issues facing intensive English schools, 

and the status of federal regulations as related to accreditation and accredited schools.  

 

1:30pm – 3:00pm:  Keynote Plenary Session:  Myron Armijo, Governor of the Santa Ana Pueblo 

Tribe, NM 

ACCET is honored to have the leader of the Tamaya Santa Ana Pueblo tribe speak with us to 

share the historic tribe’s traditional values and focus on the education of its children. Members 

of the Governing Council as well as some Pueblo children will join him for this presentation. 

 

3:15 – 4:30pm:  Annual Business Meeting:  



Res Helfer, Chair of the ACCET Accrediting Commission, will preside over ACCET’s Annual  
Business Meeting, which will address matters pertinent to the business and activities of ACCET 
over the past year as well as a financial report. The nominating committee of the Commission 
will present its report and call for an election of Commissioners as specified in the Bylaws and 
which requires a quorum of voting members and/or proxies. ACCET Executive Director, Dr. Bill 
Larkin, will deliver his annual report to the members.  

 

5pm – 7pm:  Exhibitor’s Reception:      

Tonight is HALLOWEEN!  And what better place to find some Ghosts, Goblins, and some Trick or 
Treat goodies than the Grand Opening of the Exhibit Hall. Attendees get the opportunity to 
support the professionals who provide valuable services and products to our schools.  
  
Tuesday: Nov. 1 

 8am – 9am: Continental breakfast with Exhibitors 

 9am – 10:15am: 

 Top Five Weaknesses That Shouldn’t Be:  

Presenters:  ACCET Staff  

 

The ACCET standards are pretty clear when it comes to what is required, yet 

schools are often cited for weaknesses in areas that shouldn’t be a problem.  

This opening break-out session reviews the most commonly cited weakness in 

ACCET team reports that are straight forward fixes.   

 

 The All School Audit: Cultivating Internal Compliance 

Presenters: 

Haviva Parnes, EC English 

Emily Devenny, National Holistic Institute 

 

How do you maintain compliance at your campus (or campuses) in between an 

ACCET visit?  Two experienced ACCET members share their operational 

strategies for internal auditing while cultivating a culture of compliance.   

 

 Views on Marketing from Two Recognized Experts  
Presenters:   
Greg Gragg, CEO, Gragg Advertising 
JP Smith, CEO, Celsius Marketing                      

 

Part 1: Why an Integrated Marketing Strategy will Improve Your Bottom Line 
(Greg Gragg) 



This presentation will look at the spectrum of effective media channels that 
schools should be using, including correct marketing mixes, budgets by media 
and expected media lead flow and conversions.  We will define why an 
integrated approach is better for your brand, lead flow and bottom line.                                                                                   
Part 2:  Top Digital & Social Trends That Will Impact Your Marketing (JP Smith)                                                                                                                       
This session will explore digital and social campaigns. Schools with a single 
campus or multiple sites will benefit from this session.  Join us as we review the 
trending topics related to search engine optimization, social media and social 
ads, content marketing, and digital advertising.  
 

o Hot Topics: Substantial Misrepresentation and the “Borrower Defense to 

Repayment” Proposed Rule; the Eligible Career Pathway Program (ECPP) 

Alternative to Enrolling Non-High School Graduates; and Updates on Title IX 

and Clery Act Compliance   

Presenters:  

Katherine Brodie: Special Counsel, Duane Morris LLP  

Mike Gartner: Partner, Whiteford Taylor Preston  

This session offers valuable information on three hot regulatory topics:  

 Substantial Misrepresentation and the “Borrower Defense to 
Repayment” proposal. Learn what you should be doing now to try 
to mitigate risk in this area.  

 Title IV Eligible Career Pathway Programs: Learn about the U.S. 
Department of Education’s latest guidance regarding ECPP 
compliance, risk areas and operational best practices; and 

 Title IX and Clery Act compliance: Learn more about the latest 
interpretations by the U.S. Department of Education regarding 
Title IX and Clery Act compliance including expectations for ACCET 
accredited institutions that participate in Title IV student aid 
programs. 

 

 10:15am – 10:45am: Coffee Break with Exhibitors   

 

 10:45am - Noon 

 

 Best Practices: The Dynamic Business Plan 

Presenter: 

Yadexy Sierra, Mech-Tech College 

 

One of the most commonly cited weakness on ACCET team reports, Standard 1.C 

– Planning, doesn’t have to be a burden.  This session focuses on how to make 



and use an operational business plan to promote continuous institutional 

improvement.  

 

 Refund Review for all Schools 

Presenters: 

ACCET Staff and Financial Review Committee Members    

Don’t miss this session.  ACCET Documents 31 and 31.ESOL – Cancellation and 

Refund Policy have been revised. ACCET Staff and Commissioners will walk you 

through the revisions made and how they affect your current process for 

informing students as well as refunding drops, withdrawal, and terminations.   

 Making the Most of Classroom Observations: Revised ACCET Doc. 19  

  Presenters: 

Megan Kobzej, New America College 

Carol Crehan, ACCET Staff 

 

Revised this year, ACCET Document 19 – Instructor Evaluation forms have been 

streamlined to better evaluate key aspects of an instructor’s skill set based on 

limited classroom observation time.  Learn from experienced classroom 

managers how to enrich the observation process and supplement any evaluation 

form to maximize instructor potential and develop their existing talents.   

 

 Walking Away From Typical Marketing & Admission Practices - case studies on 
being brave …and smart! 
 
Presenters 
Jean Norton, Managing Partner, Norton Norris  
Vince Norris, Managing Partner, Norton Norris   
Liz Schaefer, VP, Central Coast College   
 
This session showcases the journey of leading schools that embraced change 
head on with a focus on quality over quantity in inquiry generation; a focus on 
student fit in the admissions interview; the use of 24/7 pre-enrollment advising 
for prospective students; and infusing the importance of student outcomes 
throughout. Learn from a school owner, DOAs and partners about the strategies 
employed and the results before and after these major changes were made. 
                                                                                                                                   

 Lunch with Exhibitors: Noon – 1:30pm 

 

 1:30pm – 2:45pm  



o The Federal Government and our sector:  Now & in the Future! 
Presenters:   
Steve Gunderson, President CECU (formerly APSCU) 
Sally Samuels, Director of Compliance, FAME 

If you feel the federal government is defining our daily lives; you’re right!  Sally 
Samuels and Steve Gunderson will combine to provide you with both an update 
on what is currently happening, and what we should plan for in the future – after 
the election and after the Obama Administration. But looking forward, we must 
look to a final Borrower Defense to Repayment regulation by November 1st; the 
GE debt/earnings ratios in December; and the Department’s decision on ACICS 
sometime this fall.   

 SEVP: IEP Session      

     Presenters: 

Louis Farrell & SEVIS Staff 

 

SEVP experts will provide information on common issues and upcoming 

guidance.  ACCET is always pleased to have Louis Farrell, Director, and members 

of his staff personally attend the ACCET Conference. The session will also include 

answers to your questions as curated by ACCET staff and Commissioners. 

 

 How to Respond to the Commission: Team Reports and Commission Action 

Letters (ACCET Staff and Commissioners) 

IR Required?  Weakness in a team report? This session will focus on how to 

respond to a Commission directive, from how to demonstrate systematic and 

effective implementation of revised policy and procedures to documentation of 

student progress and outcomes.  Participate in a case study discussion that puts 

you in the Commissioner’s seat.       

 

 You're Not Alone if Your School is Struggling with Compliance in Certification 
& Licensure Outcomes! 

Presenters: 

Dana Van Laeys, VP Education Development, NCCT 

Lori Sypher, VP Private Sector Sales, Elsevier 

LeeAnn Rohmann, President, High Desert Medical College 

  

 



This session is led by experts in helping schools adopt better ways to achieve 
success with their certification & licensure rates. The panel will discuss the 
integration of preparation into curriculum and will highlight adaptive learning 
techniques, end of program preparation, and incorporating how formative and 
summative learning techniques can be beneficial in this process.  An ACCET 
school member will share the success her school has had with Nursing licensure.   

2:45pm – 3:00pm:  Break 

 

3:00pm – 4:15pm 

 Completion and Job Placement: A Holistic Approach to Retention and Career 

Services 

Presenters:  

             Sean McCray, The International School of Hospitality  

 Anthony K. Kai, The International School of Hospitality 

ACCET members 

Keeping students engaged throughout the program and preparing them for 

employment are the cornerstones of ACCET accreditation. This presentation will 

explore how experiential learning and concurrent professional and networking 

opportunities designed into the curriculum from the beginning of students’ 

matriculation impact career preparation and better placement outcomes.   

   

 E-Learning  

Presenters: 

Kassy Tyler, Joint Special Operations University 

John Shaheen, ACCET Staff 

What’s all the fuss about E-learning and how does it differ from Interactive 

Distance Learning (IDL)?  ACCET recently adopted an E-Learning program 

application and approval process for avocational institutions.  This session will 

highlight expert advice from the field regarding the benefits, requirement, and 

implementation of E-learning programs.     

     

 Frameworks for Intensive English Programs: CEFR and GSE:  

Presenters:   

Sara Davila, Instructional Designer, Pearson English 

ACCET Members 

There are many approaches to structuring & implementing an Intensive English 

Program.  This informative session highlights Pearson English’s Global Scale of 



English (GSE) based on the principle of efficiency: what vocabulary and grammar 

gives learners the best chance of successfully communicating in English with 

other English speakers. Also, an expert in the application of the Common 

European Framework of Reference (CEFR) will provide insight into the 

implementation & benefits of CEFR’s competencies into a successful curriculum.  

   

 4:30pm  - 6:30-pm:      Happy Hour Cocktail Reception with “surprise element” 

Wednesday: Nov. 2 

 8:30am – 10:00am: Seated Breakfast: Keynote Plenary Session: Dave Wilson  
The Keys to a Successful Career and a Good Life - What I Learned from Running a 

School for 30 Years. Hear views from an ACCET statesman about how successful 

school leaders learn from the past, manage the present, and plan for the future.  

 

 10:00am – 11:30am: ACCET Open Forum with ACCET Leadership  

Presenters:  

Res Helfer, Chair, ACCET Commission 

Peggy, Vice Chair ACCET Commission 

Dr. Bill Larkin, Executive Director, ACCET 

ACCET Commissioners 

 

The ACCET Commissioners will discuss what actually happens at a Commission meeting.  

Want to know how a grant of accreditation is determined?  Hear from the 

Commissioners themselves as they discuss committee review (Financial Review, 

Completion and Placement, and Standards and Policies Review), Commission 

deliberation, and accreditation grant decisions.  Stick around to learn about the 

comprehensive and layered process required to determine institutional compliance with 

accreditation standards.   Dr. Bill Larkin, Executive Director, Res Helfer outgoing Chair of 

the Commission, and Peggy Tiderman, incoming Chair of the Commission, along with all 

the Commissioners will offer clarity on the Commission’s deliberating process.  

 

Conference ends at 11:30am  

 

 


