Past . . . 

Winnsboro, Texas is a community rich with African American roots going back to the old cotton mills of East Texas. The contributions of the African American community to the fabric of Winnsboro can’t be underestimated. 

Yet the only park, one dedicated to Martin Luther King Jr., sits vacant.

The Park site was the location of a cotton gin at the turn of the century. When the Depression of the 1930's hit, this site was home to a Works Progress Administration project - an historic rock-wall ditch runs east to west along the southern edge of the park.  


Looking at the park today, you can only imagine its history and its possibilities.  Bits of concrete in the ground suggest what might have once been the foundation of a building, and the WPA ditch is being overrun with trees and shrubs.   

But one Winnsboro organization, HYPE (Helping Young People Excel), has determined that our community deserves better and is working to create a place of beauty and refuge, a place where families can come together and children can safely play.   This is a hardworking, multi-generational agency dedicated to individual development strategies for youth and young adults to help them achieve their potential through mentoring, opportunities, health and community involvement.  Nearly all members from the organization have lived in the community most or all of their lives, following in the footsteps of their parents and grandparents. 

This is a region, and community, with an above average percentage of residents living below the poverty level and historically high poverty rates.   Fundraising for major projects is difficult and made more so by the current economic climate.  HYPE is 100 percent dedicated to seeing this project happen.

Present . . .   

The MLK Park lies dormant.  A lone picnic bench sits testament to the wishes of the residents to utilize the space for their families.  There isn’t any equipment for the kids to use.  If you were to go to the park every day for one month, you might see a single child come to play ball, or an adult who came to just lay on a blanket and read a book.

In an effort to honor the people of the community, the memory of Martin Luther King Jr. and the history of the area, it is important to us that this spot be revitalized and improved.

Future . . . 

But there is hope and a plan – this Park should be symbol of pride for all.  Within a year we optimistically expect to find: 

An “11 event” jungle gym climber with slides and monkey bars


· A new swing set including some sets for toddlers


· Picnic tables, benches and grills 


· Shade structures 


· A fence lining the parameter with native honey suckle and jasmine growing along its borders. 


· A wall with a mural painted by elders and youth from the community


· Small community gardens planted and cared for by youth and elders from the neighborhood, so that they may learn from one another and develop better generational bonds while partaking in a timeless activity.


It is frequently said that it takes a whole village to raise a child.

We’ve learned, while working on this park project, that it takes the efforts of a whole community to make the community proud. 

Our aspirations for the site are great, but so is our drive to make them happen. 

