
 
 

 

  
 

May 16, 2017 
 
The Hon. Robert Lighthizer 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 
600 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20508 
 
Dear Mr. Ambassador: 
 
Congratulations on your confirmation! 
 
We await your leadership in developing and pursuing an ambitious U.S. trade policy that 
opens new markets and lowers trade barriers while facilitating the efficient movement of 
goods across our borders and through America’s ports. Such efforts support tens of 
millions of trade-based jobs throughout our economy.  
 
As such, we are writing to express our very strong support for the continuation of the 
trilateral North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).   
 
Since it was enacted in 1994, NAFTA has emerged as an important trade program for 
our collective industry and its U.S. workers. NAFTA directly supports hundreds of 
thousands of U.S. textile, apparel, and footwear jobs, and many millions more indirectly 
in important agricultural, service, logistics, manufacturing, and retail operations in all 50 
states.   
 
At the same time, by providing duty elimination for goods, NAFTA gives companies and 
consumers access to affordable articles and inputs. Companies take advantage of 
these lower import costs by hiring more U.S. workers, investing more in their products 
or communities, or passing savings along to consumers in the form of lower prices.  
 
Recognizing that much has changed since the agreement was signed more than 23 
years ago, we believe it is time to look at NAFTA to see how it can be updated and 
improved to reflect today’s supply chain. Provisions to make customs enforcement 
smarter and more streamlined, to facilitate regional value chains, to provide for trade in 
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the digital economy, and to recognize advancements in trusted trader programs are just 
a few ideas that should be discussed.   
 
We agree that the agreement should be updated to reflect today’s business reality and 
better prepare for future trade patterns. However, we ask for support from the 
Administration to ensure that renegotiation will “do no harm” to the successful supply 
chains that we rely on today. A renegotiated NAFTA needs to enhance the economic 
cooperation with these key trading partners.     
 
Any improvements should provide for seamless integration with the existing NAFTA 
agreement. Our members have invested millions in ensuring supply chains that are both 
efficient and compliant. Any changes should afford ample transition so that companies 
can stay compliant as they work with government partners to incorporate modifications 
to their practices and procedures.  
 
We look forward to working with you and your USTR team, the rest of the 
Administration, and Congress to find ways to make NAFTA work even better for the 
U.S. economy, the U.S. worker, and the U.S. consumer. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Rick Helfenbein     Matt Shay 
President and CEO     President 
American Apparel & Footwear Association National Retail Federation 
 

 
 
 
 

Sandra L. Kennedy     Julia K. Hughes 
President      President 
Retail Industry Leaders Association  U.S. Fashion Industry Association 
 
 
CC: The Hon. Wilbur Ross, Secretary, U.S. Department of Commerce 
 The Hon. Sonny Perdue, Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 The Hon. Steven Mnuchin, Secretary, U.S. Department of Treasury 

The Hon. Gary Cohn, Director, National Economic Council 
 The Hon. Kevin Brady, Chairman, House Ways & Means Committee 
 The Hon. Richard Neal, Ranking Member, House Ways & Means Committee 
 The Hon. Orrin Hatch, Chairman, Senate Finance Committee 
 The Hon. Ron Wyden, Ranking Member, Senate Finance Committee 


