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Stevenson School for Ministry  

Orientation Fall Semester 2017 

September 22, through 23, 2017  

Formation through 

Orientation- Disorientation- Reorientation 
(Brueggemann, Spirituality of the Psalms) 

 
Welcome all students; discerners, postulants, candidates, faculty, staff, and facilitators 

Pre-work:   
I. Register, Read the syllabus of the courses you have chosen and bring your questions. 
II. Conversations on daily spiritual practices (individual and corporate)  
III. Building the learning community of SSFM, consider the ways to deepen community formation.  

Friday /September 22nd:  Faculty in-service morning and early 
afternoon.  Classes begin with worship 4:00 PM  
10:30   Faculty Arrive, settle in  
11:00:   Welcome, overview of SSFM educational design, weekend, and taking on 
questions,  
12:00     Dinner 
12:30- 3:30 In-service 
3:30 PM  Students arrive and settle in  
 

Welcome the students  
4:00—WORSHIP LED BY FACULTY  
 
5:00    Supper 
5:30      Discernment Module II Meeting God’s Call, Module II – A discovery of 
Gifts  
 
5:45     Session 1 Course Work   (Note students and participants may sit in on classes as 
observers)  

 Church History I  The Rev. Canon Dr. Mark Scheneman 
 Ethics I- The Rev. Dr. Kara Slade  
 Discernment Module-. The Rev. Canon Kate Harrigan 

Location:  Saint Cyril 
Spiritual Center 

Villa Sacred Heart 
580 Railroad Street  

Danville, PA 17821-1698 
Cost $150.00 

 
 

New 
Schedule 
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6:30    SESSION 2 COURSE WORK  
 
 Discernment Module-. The Rev. Canon 

Kate Harrigan 
 Prayer Book Studies I –The Rev. Shawn 

Strout 
 Hebrew Testament Survey- The Rev. Dr. David Zwifka  
 Conversations in Celtic Spirituality –The Rev. Canon Dr. Mark Scheneman  
 
7:45: Spiritual Practices –Whole Group feedback from survey--Robyn 
 
8:30     Compline  
 
Open free time for fellowship/Course work   
 
Saturday /September 23rd  
7:15 AM Bible Study  
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is 
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting 
in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only 
of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

Context:  The Apostle Paul wrote these lines during his imprisonment in Rome, probably 
sometime between 61 and 63 C.E. This specific situation is important to understand our 
text. Most likely, Paul’s imprisonment was rather a situation of house arrest under military 
custody that would have allowed him certain privileges, for instance visits of Timothy with 
whom he penned this letter. 

To Ponder: 
Paul turns his attention instead to the people who had gathered around him to hear the 
message of Christ. He wants to be their servant. He therefore makes a few 
recommendations on how followers of Christ should live (1:27–30). His words convey 
expectations of an endearing relationship between the members of the congregation in 
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Philippi, who are to be “standing firm in 
one spirit, striving side by side with one 
mind for the faith of the gospel” (1:27).  
 

1) How do you stand firm in one spirit in 
the congregations that you serve? 

2) How is dying gain?  
 

8:30       Breakfast 
9:00   Session 3       Course work    
 Discernment Module with Kate Harrigan  
 Theology I –The Rev. Shawn Strout  
 The Deacon’s Path – Archdeacon Jane Miron & 

   
10:20     Stretch and break 
 
10:30  Session 4--- Course work – 
 

 New Testament Survey- Dr. Deirdre Good   
 Homiletics I-The Rev. Dr. David Zwifka  
 Discernment Module  Kate Harrigan  

      
Noon         Dinner 
 1:00  Whole Group—  
 
 SSFM expectations for use of Moodle, Feedback, and Transcripts 
 Eliminating Racism Requirements—update  
 Report from the Curriculum Team-- 
 Examining Chaplains update on canonicals for deacon formation  

 
2:15 PM Stretch and Break 
 
2:30    Session 6 whole group 
The Gift of Vocation:  Nurturing the Soul and dwelling in the Word – Part of the mission of 
the church is to care for the birth, discernment and fostering of vocations in the life of a 
community 
 Daily Spiritual practices –what do you need, what does your parish need?  Jeanine 

Goodwin and Robyn Szoke Coolidge  
 The unity of Formation; prayer and practice within your congregations and calling out of 

Gifts.  The Rev. Canon Kate Harrigan, and Robyn Szoke- Coolidge  
5:00 Supper 
 
5:30 Evening Prayer and sending out Travel home safely and go with 
Blessings of Love and Support for the Journey. 
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