
Good afternoon, everyone. Mayor Daniel Biss, Dr. Jonathan Holloway,
Chairwoman Kathleen Scheidt, trustees, honored guests, members of the faculty,
colleagues, parents, alumni, and students. Good afternoon and welcome.

Nearly One Hundred and Seven Years ago Roycemore School was founded by a
group of Northwestern University affiliates who wanted to create a great school
option for their daughters.  It was located on the Northwestern University campus
on the corner of Lincoln and Orrington and was given a 99-year lease.

Sixty years ago, the school became coed.

Fifty years ago, Our pioneering high school program, January Short Term, was
conceived by faculty member Libby Hill (who is here today!) to provide an
opportunity for students to engage in three weeks of extended study on topics of
their own choosing.

Ten years ago, as we were nearing the end of our 99-year lease from
Northwestern, the school moved to this great location- recreating Roycemore in
this building–a site that it could own, and call home- permanently.

Five years ago, the P3 (Personal Passion Projects) program began for Middle
School students, modeled on the successful JST program, but created specifically
for Middle School students, allowing them to engage in projects of their choice–
that they were passionate about, with the support of mentors.

Four years ago, Roycemore parent of alumna, Randy Podolsky stepped forward in
an extraordinary way at a critical juncture to provide essential financing support–a
bridge loan– that allowed the school to transition away from unfavorable and
unsustainable financing.

Two years ago- in January 2020- a proposal to create a makerspace at Roycemore
was presented to the Board of Trustees by then junior, Hanu Snyder, who included
results of a student interest survey created by then sixth-grader, Aidan Scheidt.
The goal was to create a space to support the kinds of hands-on experiential
learning and creative innovations that our students have become known for.



Well, we know what happened a couple of months later– a global pandemic!  So
the idea was put on hold until–

Just over a year ago, Roycemore received a transformative $1 million gift from
Bill Hinchliff in memory of his parents, Mae Bliss & James D. Hinchliff.  Bill, a
former faculty member, wanted to honor his mother, Mae, a Roycemore graduate
from the Class of 1930, by designating their Charitable Remainder Trust to her
alma mater.  This gift was the final step to allow Roycemore to move into new,
more favorable long-term financing for the school which allowed the Board to
move forward with confidence.

One year ago, with that confidence, the Board of Trustees agreed that Hanu and
Aidan’s vision to create an Innovation Center was an important next step to
advance Roycemore’s commitment to hands-on experiential learning.

Today, thanks to the vision of Hanu and Aidan, the endorsement of our Board of
Trustees, the engagement of our faculty and staff, and the generous support of
over 100 donors and counting, we have arrived at another very special moment in
Roycemore’s history.  We honor more than 100 years of life-changing work of our
faculty with students, as we prepare to build a stairway to our future.

Every step of Roycemore’s history has included an enthusiastic cadre of true
believers. These loyal supporters have shown boundless confidence in the mission
of the School and the unique way it supports young people to reach their
potential. Today, we stand on their shoulders as we look boldly toward the future.
We join in their optimism and inspiration. We know that Roycemore will continue
to set the pace for what education should and could be. We have proven time
and time again that our students, the ultimate outcome of any school’s mission,
can push limits, overcome odds, and change the world.

Roycemore’s Innovation Center will be an inspiring science, technology,
engineering, arts, and math-focused space where students, teachers, and mentors
can learn together, problem solve, collaborate and create. It will include high-tech
tools and activities such as virtual reality, 3D printers, robotics, and a digital media



studio to create films, podcasts, and websites.  It will also include more low-tech
maker equipment such as woodworking machines, table saws, soldering irons,
large-format art creation tools, and sewing machines.  Flexible furnishings will
create an environment to support collaborative learning, prototyping, project
ideation, and simply comfortable space designed for students to hang out
together.

To those who have contributed to Roycemore’s storied legacy, we thank you.  To
those ready for the future, we invite you to join these inspired individuals to
secure Roycemore’s leadership in education and to build on its life-affirming and
life-changing work with young people.

Daniel H. Burnham, one of the pioneers of architecture, of skyscrapers in Chicago
and around the globe, and an Evanstonian, once said, “Make no little plans; they
have no magic to stir men’s blood and probably themselves will not be realized.
Make big plans; aim high in hope and work.”

Today we aim high in hope and in work– to support our mission to inspire each
student to discover their passion, think without limits, find their voice, and live
courageously.

It is now my great honor to introduce someone who has done and continues to do
all those things, our Honorary Campaign Chair, President of Rutgers University,
proud parent of Roycemore 2021 alum, Ellison, and a dear friend-  Dr. Jonathan
Holloway.

Adrianne Finley Odell
Head of School


