
Upper School Guide

Engage MORE     Achieve MORE     Become MORE



Roycemore: our diverse and intimate community,
rooted in academic excellence, inspires each student

to discover their passions, think without limits, find
their voice, and live courageously. 

Our Mission

Launching responsible citizens, innovative thinkers,
and compassionate leaders.

Our Vision

Our Core Values

Scholarship.               Integrity.               Community.               Respect.               Compassion.

Health and Safety at Roycemore

Please note that various offerings of our Upper School programming
might be affected by the COVID-19 pandemic including, but not
limited to, field trips, overnight trips, performance opportunities,
athletics, and more. A detailed Health and Safety plan can be found
on our website and is updated regularly as the conditions of the
pandemic change. For specific questions regarding Upper School,
please feel free to contact the Division Head directly.



each student is known personally
coursework is interesting and challenging
access to extracurricular activities is unrestricted
students establish positive relationships with peers and adults
character development is discussed openly and candidly
scholarship, citizenship, and emotional intelligence are nurtured in preparation
for success in college and beyond

Helping students develop an awareness of how they best learn, what their
abilities, strengths, and challenges are, and encouraging them to use this
awareness and knowledge for academic success 
Nourishing an enthusiasm for learning, and encouraging students to use high-
level thinking to problem-solve, even though doing so may mean refusing to
settle for the easy answer 
Developing abilities to read, write, and think critically; to analyze diverse sources
and types of information, and to judge the validity of those sources 
Encouraging and instructing students to use creativity and flexibility to learn
from mistakes and failures 
Giving students the opportunity to collaborate with others 
Instilling the belief that fine arts and cultural study is an integral part of a
complete life 
Encouraging students to integrate all their knowledge, whether gained in or out
of the classroom 
Focusing on skills vs. content. Students develop the skills needed for success in
our ever more complex world, such as critical thinking, globally-focused
problem-solving, social influence, and leadership 

Teaching and developing skills we believe are essential for personal success
and happiness, such as integrity, curiosity for diverse perspectives, problem-
solving, resilience, empathy, independence, self-advocacy, and communication
Developing strong, self-reliant individuals who express their beliefs with respect
for themselves and others
Encouraging each student to become a well-rounded, educated, productive
citizen who is empowered to make meaningful contributions to society

Our Upper School teachers believe that if adolescents are to achieve their full
potential, they need and deserve an educational setting where:

Within the context of Roycemore School’s overall mission, the Upper School
program is rooted in the following academic, personal, and social growth
objectives: 

Academic Growth 

Personal Growth 

Upper School Priorities and Goals



Offering opportunities for students to take on leadership roles, and share their
ideas and opinions

Building a sense of community and school spirit
Encouraging students' involvement in extracurricular activities
Instilling in students the knowledge that we all have valuable contributions to
make to the greater good; therefore, finding ways to collaborate with those
who have differing perspectives is essential
Understanding that respect for oneself, as well as respect and empathy for
others, is necessary to become positive members of society
Developing an awareness of their roles within a community and a sense of
responsibility to both that community and the greater society
Supporting the importance of Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) and Social
Justice (SJ). Additionally, students have the opportunity to form clubs as
organizations that focus on DEI and SJ and all faculty regularly participate in
DEI training and continually evaluate their curriculum to ensure representation
and diversity

Social Growth

Curriculum Overview

The goal of the curriculum is the education of the individual student in
preparation for success in college. To this end, the school promotes an active
advisory program to encourage and guide the student in recognizing and
fulfilling their unique potential. 

The curriculum fosters the acquisition of the verbal, quantitative, and aesthetic
skills necessary for a meaningful intellectual life through the reading and writing
of English and world languages; the study of mathematics, the physical sciences,
and fine arts; and the development of physical skills vital for health and
recreation. Pursuing a relevant, challenging course of study not only prepares
students for college but enhances their current and future quality of life.

Roycemore’s school-wide curriculum is kept up-to-date by faculty Curriculum
Committees in each subject area that convenes throughout the year to ensure
coherence, relevance, and suitability for college-bound students. Roycemore
teachers are committed to ongoing professional development.



Curriculum Overview

Ask for a copy of the current Curriculum Guide for
complete course descriptions.

English 
African American
Literature 
American Literature 
College English
English Composition - AP 
English Literature - AP 
World Studies: English 
Great Books of the World
Novels and Nonfiction 
Traditional Chinese
Literature

Fine Arts 
Choir
Drawing and Painting 
History of Jazz
Improvisation and Acting
Techniques  
Music Theory -
Introductory 
Music Theory - AP
Musical Theatre
Piano Studies 
Pottery 
Sculpture 
Studio Art - AP 

World Language 
French I through IV 
French Language - AP 
Mandarin I-IV 
Spanish I through IV 
Spanish Language - AP

Science 
Anatomy and Physiology 
Biology 
Biology - AP 
Biomechanics
Chemistry - AP
Chemistry: Principles and
Properties 
Earth and Space Science
Environmental Science
Forensic Science
Physics 
Physics I - AP 
Physics II - AP 
Physics C - AP
Robotics

Mathematics 
Algebra I 
Algebra II with Coordinate
Geometry and
Trigonometry 
Applied Geometry 
Calculus AB - AP 
Computer Science 
Computer Science - AP 
Economics & Data
Analysis
Euclidean Geometry 
Introduction to Algebra II 
Introduction to Computer
Science
Pre-Calculus
Video Game Design

Physical Education
Roycemore believes in the
value of physical
education. All Upper
School students must earn
at least 1 year of credit in a
PE class and are strongly
encouraged to take part in
a variety of physical
activities including soccer,
volleyball, basketball,
cross country, and
tumbling.

Social Science and Social
Studies 
4D: Design, Discover, Dig
Deep
Consumer Education 
DEI: Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion
Developmental
Psychology
European History - AP 
Law and Current Politics 
Modern European History 
Philosophy 
Psychology - AP 
Social and Abnormal
Psychology 
United States History 
United States History - AP 
World Studies: History



College Preparation

Beginning in 9th grade, future Roycemore
graduates and their families embark on the
very personal process of planning for college
with our Coordinator of College Counseling.
The College Counselor draws from their
personal experiences with many of the
students as an active member of the Upper
School faculty, as well as input from advisors
and teachers, to offer counseling regarding
the best college choices based on a
student’s personality, desires, and academic
record. A distinct advantage to attending a
high school Roycemore’s size is the level of
care that goes into compiling a student’s
recommendations. Our College Counselor
spends time getting to know each student
deeply before compiling a list or writing a
letter. Typically, 100% of Roycemore’s
graduates are accepted to colleges of their
choice across the country.

The advisory program is a key feature of Roycemore’s Upper School. Each student
chooses a faculty advisor in the fall, and the two work closely together
throughout the year. The relationship focuses on two broad categories of school-
related issues. Advisors help students with academic planning, including
selecting appropriate courses for each semester, designing annual January Short
Term projects, and formulating college plans. Advisors also work with students in
less structured areas which could include helping them to set realistic long- and
short-term goals, evaluate their progress, develop strong study habits, and
become involved in extracurricular activities. Advisory addresses social-
emotional learning by including weekly mindfulness practice. Students and their
parents are free to consult with any member of the faculty and administration,
but they are likely to turn to advisors first. Advisors submit two formal written
reports to parents during the year, sharing goals, commenting on overall student
progress, and reporting on how small group Advisory sessions were spent. 

Advisory Program



Advanced Placement

The Advanced Placement Program consists of college-level courses based on
course descriptions designed by the College Board for highly motivated students.
AP courses are offered at Roycemore and taught by the school’s own
experienced, talented faculty. Roycemore offers college-level work in Studio Art,
Biology, Calculus AB, Chemistry, Computer Science, English Composition, English
Literature, European History, French Language, Music Theory, Physics I, II, and C,
Psychology, Spanish Language, and U.S. History. During the 2021-2022 school year,
29 Roycemore Upper School students completed a total of 46 college-level
Advanced Placement courses. 

Gifted Support

Giftedness manifests itself differently in every gifted student, which is why
Roycemore tailors its gifted support to the strengths and needs of each
individual. Giftedness is identified by a blend of classroom observations,
collaboration with parents and families, and a wide range of testing. Our Gifted
Coordinator works collaboratively with faculty to deepen their curricula, and to
provide material for the enrichment and/or acceleration where appropriate.
Students can also work one-to-one with the Gifted Coordinator on a range of
academic projects designed to enhance their learning

Learning Assistance

Learning Assistance is available to provide additional support for students who
have a professionally diagnosed learning difference. The Upper School has a
Learning Assistance teacher who possesses a Master’s degree in Learning
Disabilities. Students are scheduled to meet for 20 to 80 minutes per week in a
one-to-one setting to reinforce the curriculum, enhance skills, and develop
strategies to compensate for a learning difference. The Learning Assistance
teacher also coordinates appropriate classroom accommodations. Space in this
program is limited.



English: 4 years of English with at least 1 every year at Roycemore. All students
attending Roycemore during the 9th-grade year must take Foundations of
English. 
World Language: 3 years of a World Language, with at least 2 in a single
language. Up to 1 year of high school level World Language taken in
Roycemore’s Middle School may count towards this requirement.
Math: 3 years of Math, including the completion of Algebra II at a minimum.
With a recommendation from the student’s advisor and following consultation
with the college counselor, students with a learning difference have the option
of substituting Introduction to Algebra II for Algebra II.
Social Studies: 3 years of Social Studies, including successful completion of
World History for any students attending Roycemore during the 9th-grade
year and either United States History or AP United States History for all
students. Students must also pass the Constitution test, which is included as
part of US History and AP US History. • Science: 3 years of Science, including 1
year of Biology.
Fine Arts: 1 year of Fine Arts. 
Electives: In addition to the 17 credits outlined above, Roycemore students
must earn an additional 5 credits. All students are required to earn 1 credit for
PE and 1 credit for Fine Arts. The additional 4 credits may be taken in any of the
above departments or as an elective. 

Because colleges and universities have different requirements for admission and
because career intentions and college plans may change, we encourage
students to choose classes which will meet the standards of the most selective
colleges and which will prepare them to do well once they are in college.
Therefore, students are required to meet the following minimum graduation
requirements, for a total of 22 credits distributed as outlined below, including 5.0
credits during a student’s senior year. A full year course is equal to 1 credit. 

Specific details on graduation requirements can be found in the Upper School
curriculum guide. Approval for graduation is determined by a vote of the Upper
School faculty in June. The faculty considers the student’s behavior, intellectual
maturity, and citizenship in addition to the above requirements. The faculty
reserves the right to deny a diploma for cause.

Graduation Requirements



January Short Term

JST provides an excellent chance for students to explore a career, learn a new
skill or strengthen an old one, participate in a community/social project, or
explore an interest they have never had time to pursue. Students may choose to
design an independent JST project, giving them an opportunity to explore and
learn about a subject of particular interest, or they may choose to participate in a
faculty-sponsored project. Projects often take advantage of the rich resources in
the Chicago area to enhance a subject through field trips, visits with
professionals and experts, and background research in libraries and museums.
Career projects are designed to enable students to learn as much as possible
about a field while providing the project director with volunteer help. Although
some group projects have prerequisites and out-of-school projects have age or
insurance limitations, there are an unlimited variety of projects possible. 

The more responsibility allowed students during January Short Term, the better
the project’s results. JST is not unstructured free time, but an opportunity for the
fulfillment of well-organized, planned individualized goals. In early Fall, a booklet
detailing the faculty-sponsored projects and general project requirements is
distributed to students. They begin the official process by choosing or designing
their projects. Students are required to complete a contract that articulates their
goals and the procedures they will take to fulfill the requirements. Each contract
requires the signature and approval of the student, project director, Roycemore
advisor, and parent. The contract is presented to the January Short Term
Committee for consideration and approval. The JST Committee meets once a
week (beginning in October) until all student contracts are approved. The
committee is headed by the JST coordinator and is made up of students and
faculty.

During JST, Roycemore keeps in close contact with each student, project director,
and advisor to monitor the student’s progress and participation. Every student is
required to complete a JST Portfolio, including a written journal and a digital
artifact, about his or her JST experience which will be reviewed by the JST
Coordinator, as well as the student’s project director and advisor. Students do not
receive a traditional letter grade for their performance during JST. However, they
are evaluated by their project director and must earn a rating of “successful
participation” at the end of the project in order to receive credit. This evaluation
will become a permanent part of each student’s file and is often used in the
preparation of the school’s recommendation letters to colleges, since it may
illustrate intangible qualities such as initiative, attitude, responsibility, and
enthusiasm. A student’s JST projects are also listed on his/her official transcript
from the school.



App Design 
Spanish Study—Language and Culture of
Buenos Aires 
Oncology—Shadowing a Physician 
Code Blue Cardiology—Rush University
Medical Center 
Financial Instruments: Derivatives and
Stocks 
First Response Clinic—Jackson Hole
Hospital 
French Language Immersion in
Montpellier 
Glass Blowing Apprentice 
Orthopedic Surgeon Shadow
Farm Life, Economics, and Environment 
Ecology and Hawaiian Culture
Analyzing and Queuing Market Data 
Pastry Chef Apprentice 
Political Intern—State Representative’s
Office 

Production Company Internship—Two
Cats, NY 
Generational Mural Making
Cultural Immersion in Israel
Zinc Sparks in Frog Oocytes Research—
Northwestern University
Girls in Film
Comic Book Writing 
Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands
Experimental Chemistry 
Farm to Table: Eating Green & Urban
Gardening 
Hand Building Pottery 
The Greek Experience
Land Rights and Migration in China
La Femme Fatale 
Lower School Teacher Assistants 
Museum Madness
Prehistoric Shark Research—DePaul
University 

Recent JST Projects

Student Life

Roycemore’s philosophy is that adolescents should be free to explore as many
new endeavors as possible outside of the classroom, and thus a very high
percentage of our students engage in many school-sponsored activities —
typically, more than 90% of all Upper School students take part in a club, activity,
or sport. This high level of involvement in school life helps enrich students’ lives
socially, and is another way in which the school prepares students for success in
college. 

Science and Math Club
This is a new club that will incorporate math, science, and sustainability activities
and topics. Activities may include working on Roycemore's composting and
recycling program, watching math and diversity movies, science experiments,
participating in fun math competitions, and more!



Art Club 
Explore art activities in the studio and go on outings to Chicago area museums
and galleries. No art experience or ability is necessary, students just need an
open mind and curiosity about art. 

Community Service Club 
The Community Service Club brings students together to assist the Roycemore
community as well as the larger Chicagoland community. Recent activities have
included bake sales to benefit the American Cancer Society, coin wars for March
of Dimes, making blankets for Project Linus, collecting toys for Toys for Tots, and
participating in non-perishable food and winter clothing drives. 

Diversity Club 
The Diversity Club is a place where students can gather to have difficult
conversations in the hopes of gaining new perspectives, learning from one
another, and challenging our biases. We come together to help build a
community and live up to our mission statement of diversity and inclusion. All are
welcome and meetings occur once a week. 

Halloween Carnival 
In late October, all Upper School students work together to present an all-school
carnival for the Middle and Lower Schools. By setting an example of service and
giving for Roycemore’s younger students, Carnival provides an opportunity for all
Upper Schoolers to work collaboratively on a school service project, to raise
money for student activities, and to have fun designing booths and decorating.

Interscholastic Sports 
During each season we provide the opportunity for students to be members of an
interscholastic sports team. Roycemore offers co-ed soccer, co-ed cross country,
girls’ volleyball in the fall, boys’ and girls’ basketball in the winter, and boys’
volleyball in the spring. Any student may become a member of a team if the
student is willing to make the necessary time commitment. Practices are held
before and/or after school and teams compete against a variety of independent
and parochial schools in Chicago and on the North Shore. In the spring, there is a
sports banquet to honor the interscholastic sports teams and outstanding
individual athletic performances. 

K-Pop Club 
Members of the K-Pop Club experience Korean culture while having a blast. They
watch music videos, learn the dances of popular K-Pop groups, perform in the
Spring Variety Show, eat Korean food, watch Korean TV shows and more.

Student Life



Muslim Student’s Association 
We will talk about what Islam is, what practices there are, and what cultures
practice Islam. We aim to raise awareness about what it means to be a Muslim in
America and compare other religions to Islam. All are welcome, regardless of
your religious practices/beliefs. Let’s have open conversations! Meetings will be
held online. 

Gender Sexuality Alliance
This is a student-run club that unites LGBTQ+ people and allies a Roycemore.
Students meet to discuss social change and the history of the LGBTQ+
community.

National Honor Society 
The National Honor Society is the nation’s premier organization established to
recognize outstanding high school students. Based on more than stellar grades,
NHS serves to honor those students who have demonstrated excellence in the
areas of scholarship, leadership, service, and character. An induction ceremony is
held in the beginning of the year. Interested students must apply for membership
to NHS.

Relationships Are Pathways to Success (RAPS) 
RAPS is a mentoring program between Upper and Middle School students. Each
Upper School mentor meets with his or her Middle School mentee at least two
times each quarter, either for lunch, before school, or after school. There is a
group meeting for all RAPS members once per quarter and an end-of-year
celebration. 

Scholastic Bowl 
IHSA Scholastic Bowl is a team contest of the intellect. Competitions with other
area schools take place after school and on Saturdays. Students demonstrate
their knowledge in areas such as mathematics, science, fine arts, history,
geography, literature, and current events. Any student willing to make the
necessary time commitment may become a member. 

Student Government 
Student Government is committed to providing a forum for each student to be
part of the decision-making process and is concerned with a myriad of issues
that affect all Upper School students. Membership in the Student Government is
open to all students and every student is encouraged to join and participate.
Leadership opportunities are possible for interested students, with the student
body electing a Student Government President, Vice-President, and
SecretaryTreasurer each school year.

Student Life



Yearbook 
Roycemore’s award-winning yearbook, The Griffin, is a record of the year’s events
and activities of the entire school (Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 12). It is
produced by a staff of Upper School students under the direction of student
editors and faculty sponsors. Yearbook activity provides hands-on experience in
interviewing, writing, page layout, editing, and photography. Every Roycemore
student receives a copy of The Griffin at the conclusion of the school year. 

Video Game Club

Other Activities & Social Events 
Throughout the year a variety of other activities occur, including prom, the back-
to-school picnic, ethnic food fair, Hour of Code, Wassail, Lunar New Year
celebration, and the Young Evanston Artists (YEA) festival. Additional activities
coordinated by Student Government include a two-on-two basketball
tournament, Fright Night at Six Flags Great America, and a Mardi Gras party.

Student Life

Performing Arts Opportunities

Choir 
Upper School Choir meets during activity periods and is open to all students
interested in singing. The Choir performs during Winter Program, the Variety Show,
commencement, and other events throughout the year. 

Variety Show 
Students have an opportunity to showcase their talents during the spring Variety
Show. Interested students work with a faculty sponsor to rehearse their piece for
performance. Pieces have included, but are not limited to dance, instrumental
performance, comedy routine, and vocal performance.

Drama: Fall Musical & Spring Play 
Roycemore’s Upper School produces a fall musical and a spring play each year.
Open auditions are held for all students in grades 9-12. The experienced and
inexperienced alike are welcome to assist in any aspect of production including
set construction, lighting, sound, costumes/props, acting, or assistant directing.
Rehearsals are held after school and on Saturdays when necessary. Recent
productions have included The Little Mermaid, Slaughterhouse Five, The Three
Musketeers, Dracula, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Les Miserables, Our Town, and
Chicago. 



Palio 
Palio, our oldest tradition, is an evening program in March presented by students
in Grades 1 through 12 to display the progress they have made in physical
education classes during the year. The emphasis is on rhythmics, dance,
gymnastics, and athletic skills. During Palio, the Lois Anderson Memorial Awards
are presented to outstanding individuals in physical education. The name Palio
comes from Siena, Italy, where residents gather annually, representing
neighborhoods the way Roycemore students represent their classes, to
demonstrate their spirit, energy, and skills.

Winter and Spring Programs 
Winter Program and Spring Show are all-school evening programs of song,
dance, and tumbling. Every student may participate and has the opportunity to
audition for a leading role. If a student is not a performing artist, they may help
with lighting, sound, props, or costumes. These events bring Roycemore students
of all ages together to celebrate the arts and the skills they have helped one
another master.

Performing Arts Opportunities

Robert Eisner Distinguished Scholar Program

As a world-renowned economist, Robert Eisner advised presidents, governments,
and the educational community. He was a long-time supporter and benefactor
of Roycemore School, and the Robert Eisner Distinguished Scholar Program was
established in his memory. Robert Eisner Distinguished Scholar Program 

Roycemore awards up to three new full-tuition scholarships each year, based on
a student’s demonstrated academic achievement and outstanding leadership
abilities. The scholarship is renewed for each subsequent year as long as the
student maintains a 3.0-grade point average and contributes positively to the
school community. 

Students entering grade 9 or 10 during the upcoming academic year may apply. 

Award winners are selected by an Independent committee and announced by
the Head of the School in late December. External candidates are encouraged to
apply as are currently enrolled Roycemore students.



Come for a Visit or Tour 
Register online for an upcoming Admissions Morning or Open House at
roycemoreschool.org/campustour. 

Ask Questions 
If you have any questions about the admissions process or tuition assistance
through our Sliding Scale Program,  our Director of Admissions and Financial Aid,
Angela Peters Murphy, is happy to help. Angela can be reached at 847-866-6055
or via email at amurphy@roycemoreschool.org.

Start an Online Application 
Visit roycemoreschool.org/createanaccount to begin the online application
process. Log in to your account and select Create A New Student Application for
your child. You will have the flexibility to log in and out of your account and
access your open application as you complete it. 

Roycemore School seeks to enroll students who have the ability and desire to
prepare for successful performance in college. We do not discriminate on the
basis of gender, race, color, creed, gender preference, or national or ethnic origin
in the administration of our admissions, financial aid and educational policies.

We look forward to getting to know you!

1200 Davis Street Evanston IL 60201
P: 847-866-6055      F:847-866-6545      roycemoreschool.org

Updated 8/2022


