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Engage MORE      Achieve MORE      Become MORE



Discovery Interpretation Ideation Experimentation Evolution

I have a 
challenge.

How do I approach it?

I learned 
something.

How do I interpret it?

I see an 
opportunity.

What do I create?

I have an
idea.

How do I build it?

I tried 
something.

How do I evolve it?

Roycemore: our diverse and intimate community, rooted in academic
excellence, inspires each student to discover their passions, think without limits,

find their voice, and live courageously. 

Our Mission

Launching responsible citizens, innovative thinkers, and compassionate leaders.

Our Vision

Our Core Values

Scholarship.               Integrity.               Community.               Respect.               Compassion.

Health and Safety in Lower School

Please note that various offerings of our Lower School programming might be affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic including, but not limited to, field trips, overnight trips,
performance opportunities, athletics, and more. A detailed Health and Safety plan can be
found on our website and is updated regularly as the conditions of the pandemic change.
For specific questions regarding Lower School, please feel free to contact the Division Head
directly. 

Design Thinking



At Roycemore, each student is seen as an Individual. We embrace who they are, where
they come from and their journey by welcoming them into a supportive community that
feels like home. It takes a team effort. Not only do they have a group of educators on their
team, they also build relationships with their peers in different grades. Parents and
teachers partner to best support each student. 

Curriculum and Differentiation
The core curriculum is taught by the team of Lower School teachers with support from our
Student Success Team. Students also receive instruction in French, art, music, physical
education, and library skills from specialized faculty. 

Differentiation of instruction ensures that all students are challenged at appropriate levels.
We teach in a workshop model, which ensures that each child is challenged and engaged
in their learning. This means students are taught using a variety of methods such as mixed
ability grouping, interest-based learning, project-based learning, individualized tasks,
hands-on learning, and choice boards. Students receive additional support from the
Learning Specialist and the Gifted Coordinator as needed. These services are determined.
by following a process that involves teachers, parents, and the Division Head. 

At Roycemore, our approach to learning is pragmatic and flexible. This is seen not only in
our method of teaching the curriculum but also in the layout and seating in the classroom.
When you walk into a LS classroom, it is not unusual to see students working in a variety of
spaces, using a variety of flexible seating options. They could be sitting at a traditional desk
or working at a table, but you may also see them on scoop chairs, ball chairs, sitting on the
floor, or using lap desks. We believe children learn best when they are comfortable. 

Leadership
Character education, through The Leader in Me Experience, combined with our core
values, is taught and emphasized throughout the school day. We also have a consulting
psychologist who supports the faculty and students. The Leader in Me is a very positive
social-emotional learning program based on Stephen Covey’s, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective
People. The goal of the program is to get students to understand that they all have the
essential qualities to become leaders. The Leader in Me also helps to create a common
language within our school by teaching the students the Seven Habits at all levels.

We start the week with a fourth grade led Lower School Monday Morning Meeting. On
other days, each class has a class meeting to gain that sense of community. 

Lower School Overview



Leadership Week, at the end of October, shows the students that leadership is valued and
expected in the LS. We also have Leadership Awards based on The 7 Habits. The awards
are given out at our Monday Morning Meeting to students who display these habits and go
above and beyond what is expected. The awards are given by teachers and peers, which is
unique.

THE SEVEN HABITS
Habit 1: Be Proactive - You're in Charge
Habit 2: Begin With the End in Mind - Have a Plan
Habit 3: Put First Things First - Work First, Then Play
Habit 4: Think Win-Win - Everyone Can Win
Habit 5: Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood - Listen Before You Talk
Habit 6: Synergize - Together is Better
Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw - Balance Feels Best

Food Service in our Dining Hall 
Roycemore is pleased to partner with HandCut Foods, a local Chicago company, as our
food service provider. HandCut is committed to delivering the freshest, highest-quality
dishes made from scratch and with whole ingredients. A hot lunch is served to students for
an additional fee. HandCut menus feature meatless or vegan options and gluten-free
alternatives; they do their best to accommodate other dietary restrictions as needed.

School Hours and Extracurricular Programs
The school day runs from 8:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m, except for Thursday, when the regular
school day ends at 2:00 p.m. for professional development of faculty. Included in tuition is
supervised activities before school for students arriving early. Activities take place in a
designated room beginning at 7:30 a.m. until the beginning of school. Roycemore’s
Extended Day Program (EDP) is available for students in Pre-Kindergarten through Grade
Four, for an additional fee. EDP provides socialization, outdoor and indoor physical
activities, enrichment and snacks. EDP begins right after school until 6:00 p.m. EDP is also
available during some vacation periods. After-school enrichment activities are offered daily
until 4:00-4:15 p.m. Clubs offered vary from year to year, depending on interest and
sponsor availability. Some clubs are sponsored by teachers or parents, and others are
offered for a fee through outside organizations. Past offerings have included: Odyssy of the
Mind, Cross Country running, Chess Club, Math Club, Music Sessions, and Lego Club.

Lower School Overview



Lower School Curriculum

Reading and Writing 
Reading is taught through a balanced literacy program consisting of explicit instruction of
strategies and skills, including phonemic instruction and whole language, which
emphasizes comprehension and critical thinking. Guided reading is used to instruct and
emphasize important reading strategies. In first through fourth grades students use the
Lucy Calkins workshop for comprehension, fluency, writing, vocabulary, and learning to love
to read. First grade continues with the foundations set in Kindergarten using the Wilson
Reading Program for phonics instruction and the Heggerty Phonemic Awareness Program. 

Second through fourth grades use Words Their Way for spelling and reinforcement of
phonics. Fourth-grade students also focus on roots, prefixes, and suffixes during their
word study block. Aligned with Lucy Calkins, novel studies begin in first grade, with an
emphasis on the elements of literature, story structure, and critical thinking. Individual
silent reading for pleasure and reading in the content areas are also stressed. In both third
and fourth grade, reading constitutes a large portion of the daily curriculum. Students
continue their novel studies, but also read a large amount of non-fiction within their
interdisciplinary, integrated units. 

Writing is an important part of the language arts program. In first through fourth grades,
students explore a variety of writing formats, including creative writing, narratives,
expository writing, biographical sketches, book reports, and poems. Sentence structure, 
 grammar, paragraph construction and the writing process are emphasized.

Mathematics
Mathematics is taught through hands-on activities using manipulatives, construction,
games, computers, and methods of problem-solving. Students focus on their own
conceptual understanding and learn through discussions. Instruction occurs through
whole-class grouping, small groups, and on an individual basis. Through differentiation,
students are challenged at their own levels of mathematical achievement by both vertical
acceleration and by extension projects for those students who pretest out of a concept. To
support our belief that each child should be taught at their own level of instruction, there is
a “Math Block” (of time) where students in first through fourth grade are taught math on a
first through sixth grade level. 

Social Studies and Science 
Laboratory science is taught through age-appropriate and stimulating hands-on
experiments, where students develop an understanding of the scientific process of
experimentation, exploration and problem-solving. Writing is integrated as students report
on their findings. 



Lower School Curriculum

All social studies and other science units are taught through an interdisciplinary approach
where students apply language arts, mathematical skills and art. Literature is used to
enrich the units, and students are taught research skills and encouraged to apply this
knowledge to expand what they have learned in class. While each grade level has its own
specific units, teachers are also given latitude to develop units that follow student interest. 

Integrating Technology 
Roycemore believes that technology is an integral educational tool that is fundamental to
the learning process. Technology, paired with teacher knowledge, facilitates transformative
and innovative learning. We aim for devices to be seamlessly integrated in the learning
environment. 

Students in second through fourth grade each have their own school issued
Chromebooks, while first grade students use school issued iPads. These 1:1 devices are
used as tools for word processing, communication, research, presentations, creative
expression, podcasts, digital photography and many other projects. Classroom teachers
work closely with the Director of Curriculum and Innovation to ensure computer skills are
taught alongside the core curriculum. Using technology in a responsible and safe way is
emphasized at all grade levels. 

Students and teachers use Google/G Suite tools (including Drive, Classroom and Sites), the
Adobe Cloud and SPARK (through Roycemore School’s unique collaboration with Adobe
Corporation), online collaboration tools (such as Padlet), video editing and screencasting
tools, subject-specific software and several other resources for learning both in and out of
the classroom. In addition to the Chromebook program, each classroom is equipped with a
projection and sound system. Teachers also have access to various coding and robotics
equipment, and we host an annual Hour of Code celebration for our whole community in
December. We strive for all technology tools to help students and teachers create,
communicate, collaborate and think critically.

Home Learning 
Home Learning is time for students to develop their own interests. Thus, regular
worksheets are no longer given to the students as a means of reinforcement. We feel that
a healthy use of time at home would be to spend it exploring and playing. We also want to
establish strong reading routines, offer a chance for families to come together and engage
in conversation, and encourage more time to play. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt did a study
that showed the daily amount a child reads independently is positively linked to higher-
order literacy skills and long-term academic success. The teachers in the Lower School
would like to partner with families in setting a standard to read 30 minutes each night
during the week. 
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This may be taking a bag book home and reading it with your Kindergartener or in the
older grades reading from a book at their independent reading level. This is the only task
to be done at home. At times, students may be asked to complete a book talk, reading
response, or do a “home learning” assignment that challenges them to think creatively. 

Opportunities for Expression in the Arts
Participation in the fine arts is important for the development of a well-rounded student.
Our faculty includes teachers who specialize in the instruction of music and visual arts. LS
students attend art class two times a week and music class three times a week. Every
student has a piece of his or her artwork selected for display in the Young Evanston Artists
(YEA) festival held in Evanston each spring. Students also have many performance
opportunities. Lower School Chorus is offered as part of the regular curriculum. Students
sing, dance, and/or play instruments for Grandparents’ Day, Winter Program, and the
annual Lower School Musical. They also participate in dance, tumbling, and athletic
demonstrations at Palio, Roycemore School’s oldest tradition going back to 1916. 

The Role of Physical Education 
Physical Education is required of every student, and classes are taught by teachers
specifically trained in the field. In first through fourth grades, students attend gym class
every day to develop and maintain a suitable level of physical fitness, to encourage good
sportsmanship and teamwork, and to learn skills and rules for a variety of team sports and
games. Dance/tumbling is introduced in the third grade. 

World Languages 
The study of world languages is included in our program beginning in Pre-Kindergarten
with French language instruction. The program supports students’ acquisition of early
conversational skills. Instruction includes basic vocabulary and pronunciation, with the goal
to achieve competency at a developmentally appropriate level. Our program is designed to
provide young learners with an oral/aural exposure to the French language and culture
through conversation-based instructional methods. The classes are taught through
immersion instruction where very little English is spoken. While students develop listening
and speaking skills, the goal is not to produce fluent speakers. Rather, the focus is on
providing an enjoyable experience that will help students become more facile language
learners when they begin the more traditional study that is available in seventh grade. The
program is guided by a specialist teacher who works with each class.



Theme Week 
Theme Week is a very special time in LS. For one week, the students in first through fourth
grade deviate from their traditional schedule and dive into a theme, or problem, that the
teachers choose for them. Each year a different subject is selected, where they can learn
and practice the Design Thinking model. The students are divided into multi-age groups
where they participate in true project-based learning. Some of the themes in which the
children have participated are: We are the World, The Earth Beneath Our Feet, Climate
Change, Art Through Our Eyes, From the Farm to the Table, It’s Hip to Be Square
(geometry) and Architecture, with a focus on the Chicago skyscraper. 

The week culminates with a “Museum Share” where the students proudly present their
projects to other students and their parents. Theme Week is a collaboration of the design
and themed projects that are part of the curriculum but is truly special because it unites all
students in LS with a shared academic experience.

Standardized Testing 
Students in grades three and four take a nationally normed standardized test each spring.
Reporting of the test is sent home at the end of the school year. While Roycemore does
not sanction high-stakes testing, and the expectation is that all students will do their best
on the exam, the reality is that this exam, or any standardized achievement test alone,
cannot accurately reflect all that has been achieved in one’s academic career. Therefore we
believe that this is just one small part of a student’s achievement.

School-Parent Communication 
School-parent communication is encouraged to form a partnership that helps inspire
excellence in each student. A formal grading system is not used in LS. Checklists and
written narratives describing progress in the areas of reading/language arts, mathematics,
social studies, science, world languages, physical education, art and music are provided in
November, February and June. Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled in November
and February. A Culmination/Showcase Night in May allows parents to see a portfolio of
their children’s work that has been saved over the course of the year. 

Teachers provide weekly newsletters, e-mails, or updated websites and social media
accounts describing what took place that week in the classroom. The Early Childhood and
Lower School Division Head also sends out a weekly newsletter to inform parents of what
is happening in EC and LS as a whole. Informally, teachers always can be reached in person
before school at drop-off, after school at pick-up, by telephone and by e-mail. Convenient
parking in the underground garage makes it easy for parents to drop-off and pick-up their
children each day and interact directly with the classroom teachers, providing
opportunities to share what might be happening at home or at school that could be having
an impact on the child’s life.

Lower School Curriculum



Emphasis is on the individual student.
Unique growth is the goal/
Teachers understand where each child is on the learning
spectrum.
Faculty and staff support academic, creative, physical, and social
potential. 

DIFFERENTIATION

 
 

Each student is challenged just the right amount!

First Grade Highlights

First grade is a milestone year that introduces major changes in the personal, social, and
academic lives of students. First Graders are sensitive to how others perceive them, and
they are inherently thoughtful and eager to please. Their personal lives are intertwined
with their social tendencies. They start to understand themselves better as they make new
friends. They might even develop a best friend at this age. They love to collaborate and
share their lives with each other. 

Children at this age are now able to think more abstractly and are eager to learn how and
why the world works. They can reason, discuss, and even debate! This makes teaching so
exciting! As a class, we can explore content deeply with First Graders asking important
questions along the way. They are creative, imaginative, and very busy thinkers. They think
with their hands, they talk through, or sometimes sing their ideas; they are creators. 

At Roycemore, First Graders are understood and our curriculum considers their
development. Our thematic units are flexible and dynamic. They are asked to record their
work throughout the entire process. The focus of the units may change based on student
interests. Each core subject of reading, math, writing, and phonics also takes into
consideration individual learning needs. 

Each day begins with a morning meeting to welcome each learner and develop our sense
of classroom community. Covey’s 7 Habits are incorporated to build leaders, guiding and
supporting them at school and beyond. First Graders participate in a mindful focused
practice with a singing bowl. They share their feelings with the class so everyone can feel
heard and understood. First Graders are then guided through a breathing exercise to
ensure calm, school-ready bodies and minds. 

The beginning of the year can be full of jitters for First Graders as they say goodbye to the
foundational year of Kindergarten. The year begins with a study of community, taking close
consideration of the developmental capacity of collaboration and newfound abstract
thought.



“What does it mean to be part of a community?” First Graders think closely about what the
classroom community means and what the goals, rules, and expectations are of one
another. The classroom promise is created and signed by the students to demonstrate a
sense of autonomy and independence. Classroom jobs are also introduced to promote
increased independence and helps develop important writing skills like summarizing and
helps kids give a more detailed answer to “What did you do in school today?” 

The community unit moves to understanding family and the role we each play in our family
communities. The community circle grows to houses, streets, neighborhoods, and other
parts of the world. The focus moves to maps where children are given the opportunity to
incorporate mathematical spatial and directional thinking and artistic talent into the unit.
This unit sets the stage for the rest of the year. 

Because First Graders are ready to learn how the world operates, they are asked to look at
and feel what is around them. Wild Weather is a unit that allows children to understand the
water cycle and how that is the basis for all the weather formations we see and feel.
Storms are exciting, thrilling, and maybe a little bit scary so it is important to understand
how to predict and observe how they work. Wind is another powerful element when
studying weather so First Graders are invited to explore wind through paper airplanes and
bottlecap sailboats. These projects include collaboration, the scientific process,
mathematical thinking, reading and writing.

Students visit the Museum of Science and Industry’s “Science Storms Exhibit”, where they
can enter a life-size vortex, feel high speed winds in a wind tunnel and test out a tsunami
tank. The class is encouraged to learn how to measure weather by creating some of their
own tools. Finally they are asked to explain how to prepare for the weather. They are asked
to imagine how different parts of the world prepare for weather differently and start
thinking about why weather is different in various parts of the world.

First Graders then get to experience magic through critical lenses. Fairy and Folk tales is
the next unit explored in first grade. This provides an opportunity for students to revisit the
community unit. Here, the students study how one tale changes within each community.
Children start to notice that other cultures interpret beauty differently, or have different
expectations of their citizens. Students dissect the character traits of Cinderella and
discuss why she changed across the world--different places have different standards of
beauty, value different characteristics in people, and want their citizens to take away
different messages. STEM Challenges are provided like building our own shoe (Cinderella),
a tower for Rapunzel (so she wouldn’t have to use her hair), and a house for the Three
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Little Pigs. We tie the structure of fairy tales together: the moral, that fairy tales have
lessons, they have elements of magic, and there are usually good and bad people in the
stories. Sometimes the different versions change the good and the bad characters making
the reader develop a new perspective. The final culminating activity for this unit is to create
and perform a puppet show of their own fairy or folk tale. They may use a familiar story
structure or develop one of their own. 

Students will conduct a cultural study on Ancient Egypt. Beginning the unit with an
exploration of Ancient Egypt through Google Expeditions. The iPads allow us to virtually
walk through Egypt during ancient times. Students will study hieroglyphics, animal worship,
mummies, canopic jars, and pharaoh death masks. Through the use and flexibility of
hieroglyphics, children are able to understand that there are many different forms of
communication and that all languages are a type of code. They are able to learn how to
write their own name in hieroglyphics and even make their own riddles to solve. Animals
are a fascination in first grade so understanding how Ancient Egyptians related to animals
is a great way for First Graders to connect to this particular culture and time. Animals held
a lot of meaning in the afterlife. Pharaohs are another topic that is explored and students
are asked to create funerary masks to replicate a famous pharaoh. 

In States of Matter, students learn about properties of materials, such as solids, liquids, or
gases. Students look at properties of things that are used daily and discover why and how
they work. Students explore the properties of a hat. A hat can protect us from the sun,
some materials are highly absorbent which may make a great hat for hot weather. They
examine oven mitts and hot bottles of water to learn more about the properties of
insulation . Students also explore the properties of flexibility and strength used for building
houses. Bartholomew and the Oobleck by Dr. Seuss is read out loud, and students can
make their own Oobleck, which leads to a discussion about how some materials may not
be restricted to one category.
 
The final unit is titled City Critters which requires a focus on problem-solving. The unit
begins with a week-long study of birds, just in time for spring nesting. The children are
invited on nature walks to identify birds and their calls. Children are challenged to build a
nest and a beak after studying different types of both. Squirrels, rabbits, raccoons, skunks,
opossums, and rats are topics of study. The assigned projects were again designed to solve
problems. 

These included raccoon-proof trash cans, public education on the benefits of skunks in our
gardens, pest control and recreation of nests. The final week included an investigation of
helpful vs unhelpful insects in urban gardens. Students created ideas to promote helpful
insects to gardens of their own and prevent unhelpful insects. 

First Grade Highlights



First Grade Highlights

Many First Graders are learning how to read and may enter first grade with frustrated
feelings regarding reading. It is not an easy task and must be taught intentionally. We offer
instruction in phonics using a combination of Heggerty Curriculum and Wilson Fundations.
With this instruction children learn to decode, and then have the opportunity to unlock the
joy of reading. We use the Lucy Calkins curriculum which is referred to as Reading and
Writing Workshop. The Workshop model of instruction focuses on the work of the reader.
Teachers model and teach directly the skills and strategies that proficient readers use.
Students are taught that these strategies can be applied to many types of reading and
therefore, students have the opportunity to self-select books and read a wide variety of
text. 

The Lucy Calkins curriculum is unique in that it allows students to learn strategies for
reading and writing that adults do automatically. Read alouds occur throughout the day in
every lesson. Similarly, writing workshop challenges students to use the writing they see in
everyday life. For instance, at the beginning of the year, students are asked to write in ways
that would help them do something even better like using lists or notes or maybe letters.
Students also are asked to write about small moments in their lives and expand upon
those by adding detail. We use writing to enhance our lives, instilling an appreciation for
writing in a variety of ways. We use authors as mentors so reading and writing are deeply
intertwined and important to the class. 

Students participate in a math block where they can attend a class that is just right for
them. We follow the Illustrative Mathematics curriculum, but at Roycemore, we are
privileged to often go beyond the textbook and follow child interests and questions. The
lessons include warm-up or introductory read-aloud where the students are challenged to
find the math connection. During these warm-ups we focus on building number sense
through the use of open number lines, subitizing ten frame cards, solving missing addend
problems, number circles and number strings, and number talks. During small group
instruction, we work on more detailed lessons and activities. Children are asked to explore
individually with number lines and other manipulatives and are invited to write a number
story that includes the concept of having zero of something. 



Second Grade Highlights

Second grade is an exciting year in terms of developmental and academic milestones.
Educational research shows that when learners are encouraged to create, they achieve
higher levels of thinking. 

In second grade, one of our science units is on simple machines, which is intentionally
based on student-led creation and exploration. As the students learn about the six types of
simple machines, they learn about the function and capabilities of these tools through
questioning and hands-on experimentation. The culmination of this unit is a challenge!
Using Design Thinking, the students pretend they are elves who work in a bakery. Their
challenge is to get the flour, eggs, and milk into a mixing bowl that is much larger than they
are. They create Rube Goldberg-type machines to do this. They end with an Expo where
they explain how their machine works and how they built it. 

Through reading and hands-on activities, students are made aware of how people who
care, can make a difference in the world. As second-grade students’ literacy skills blossom
and they become independent readers, they reach an exciting stage in their lives where
they can use their reading skills to explore topics of interest. Students are able to apply
these newfound skills during our rainforest unit, where each child researches and writes
an informational book about a rainforest animal of their choice. This project challenges the
students to research using online and text resources, identify important facts, organize
and sequence information and create a written product for others to enjoy. The
culmination of this project ends in a rainforest presentation where the students decorate
the room, design a headpiece resembling their animal, and show off their typed
informational book to their families and the rest of the LS. The best part of this project is
not the amazing final products that the students create, but the pride and motivation that
they exhibit throughout the process. The rainforest presentation has become an annual LS
tradition, where older students enjoy reminiscing about when they did the project, and
younger students develop a sense of excitement for the future.

Another goal in second grade is to give the students an opportunity to develop a global
perspective and learn about other cultures and ways of life. During our Native American
unit, we choose to focus on developing an understanding of the diversity and culture that
shapes each tribe. Using authentic Native American legends as a teaching device, the
students learn about social, physical, and spiritual aspects of Native American societies. An
example of this is when we study the Iroquois tribe. The students read a legend about
“Why the corn husk doll does not have a face.” From that legend, the students gain
knowledge about the Iroquois peoples’ natural resources, child-rearing practices, and
societal values. The lesson then ends with an opportunity for the students to create their
own corn husk dolls in order to gain, appreciate and provide authentic experiences. 



Another engaging project that the students take part in is creating a replica of a Native
American house. After studying the materials, steps, and building techniques that the
Native Americans used, the students then work together in small groups under the
facilitation of the LS Art Teacher. This is a great opportunity for the students to work
together and apply their knowledge in a multidisciplinary setting.

Third Grade Highlights

Exploring the world is natural to life. The key to effective education is to foster this
exploration in a group setting with children who have different interests and needs and to
gently guide the learning so that the students acquire the needed skills and concepts. This
is the journey of a Roycemore Third Grader who is a child reaching out to be independent,
yet is still innocent and delicate. At Roycemore we foster self-confidence in each child as a
learner and in his/her relationships with others and create an environment in which the
child can develop and express his/her own creative intelligence. 

Throughout the year, a Third Grader will develop the skill of comparing and contrasting
across the curriculum. They will find the underlying similarities or patterns in math, science,
and cultures. Students will zoom in to examine details and take a step back to look at the
big picture. They hone their skills of asking questions and identifying problems. They learn
the value of collaborating with others to best succeed. 

Morning Meeting is a valuable time in the Roycemore third grade classroom. Students use
this time to build a sense of community and expand their social-emotional learning.
Throughout the year, students engage in different activities that foster the understanding
of compassion and appreciation of ideas that may be different from their own. They learn
to examine themselves as unique learners. Students participate in discussions about being
a leader based on the books, The Leader in Me and The 7 Habits of Happy Kids by Stephen
and Sean Covey. Students also focus on themes such as belonging, friendship, and
compassion to strengthen their social-emotional growth. They keep a journal and do a
variety of activities that involve goal setting. 

Integrated units are a focus of Roycemore. In third grade, students alternate between
social studies and science. Integrated units allow for the use of larger blocks of time to dive
deeper into a subject while integrating reading, writing, and mathematics into the topic of
study. Students learn and practice valuable research skills within all themed units,
completing various types of research projects. Third-grade units in social studies are: U.S.
Government, Mayan Culture, Leadership, Mapping Skills, and Current Events. Science units
are: The Mind that is Mine (parts of the brain with a focus on growth mindset), From Seed
to Plant (the life cycle of a plant from seed, to plant, to fruit), Mystery Powders (chemistry),
Bridges and the Universe.



After learning about the three branches of government, the students are divided into the
Congress, the President/Vice President and the Supreme Court. They then work together
to propose bills based on areas of the students’ personal interests, ranging from legislation
about the environment, smoking and other contemporary issues. Not all bills are agreed
upon by the students as they comprise the various branches, nor are they guaranteed to
be passed into “law,” providing some insight into how complicated legislating can be. Often
a representative from our local government speaks to the classroom; past guests have
included the Mayor of Evanston and the Congressional Representative from our district.

A third-grade student also learns about change seekers in the world. Each student chooses
a current or historical change seeker and reads a biography about him or her. Parents,
friends, and classmates from throughout the school are invited to come to their “Wax
Museum.” Students are dressed as their change seeker and recite their written biography
for anyone who stands in front of them, just like a modern interactive museum display. 

Students participate in a math block where they are given the math instruction that is just
right for them. Within each level students focus on strengthening their creative thinking
and reasoning skills through conversations and problem-solving. Students are urged to
make sense of problems and persevere through challenges by attending to precision.
Students are asked to demonstrate conceptual understanding of skills, as well as achieve
computational fluency. Topics covered in third-grade math include: multiplication, division,
fractions, measurements, time, estimating, place value, and a review of addition and
subtraction. 

Reading is a large portion of the daily curriculum. Students in third grade read silently, in
small groups, and out loud with the class. They participate in novel studies and literature
circles to share ideas and analyze the novel together. A Third Grader will spend an ample
amount of time reading non-fiction within the themed units while learning to extract
important information. 

Writing is approached from several directions. First, students review basic rules of
grammar and spend some time understanding what makes a complete sentence. They
then review the structure of a paragraph. Finally, they learn to write a variety of multi-
paragraph essays. The students also write in their composition notebooks taking an
exploratory approach to three genres: Personal Narratives, Opinion Pieces, and Research. 

Throughout the year students write to share ideas about books they are reading, write
responses to current events, as well as write multi-paragraph essays for many of the
themed units. Computers are such a large part of a young student’s life, so this is the
perfect time to learn proper keyboarding skills.

Third Grade Highlights



Students put those skills to use with word processing and ultimately create a variety of
reports and projects integrating technology. Naturally, students use the Internet to
research projects as well as books from the library. Cursive is also practiced during the
third-grade year. 

Fourth Grade Highlights

Roycemore strives to create a safe and comfortable learning environment where students
are at ease asking questions, exploring learning opportunities, and making mistakes.
Creating a strong sense of community while building empathy and compassion within the
classroom is just as important as the actual core curriculum. Fourth grade instructional
goals also include providing learning experiences that are differentiated and student-
focused. Fourth grade student learning is centered around a positive environment that
promotes risk-taking and encourages students to trust themselves. 

Through our “Leader in Me” program, fourth grade begins with a focus on wellness,
accepting differences, and making good choices, which continues throughout the year.
Being at the “top” of the Lower School, students have the opportunity to practice
supportive leadership skills through our “Leader in Me” program by leading the Monday
Morning Meeting for the entire LS. 

Fourth Graders begin their day by participating in a Classroom Community Meeting that
separates home from school and prepares students for the day’s events. During the year,
students focus on the following themes: Belonging, Motivation, Integrity, Responsibility,
Emotions, and Perseverance. Community Meetings boost empathy and teamwork, allow all
students to feel important, and encourage respectful learning. 

Fourth grade continues to provide the nurturing and creative environment of the Lower
School and, at the same time, emphasizes those skills necessary for successful academic
achievement. Students learn to establish priorities, manage study time, and organize their
work, and they are challenged to achieve their potential. As well as working toward
becoming self-motivated, responsible, independent learners, students learn the
importance of building a productive community. The curriculum includes reading, writer’s
workshop, math, science, social studies, spelling, and cursive handwriting. 

One of the hallmarks of the reading workshop at Roycemore is that students are given
daily opportunities to read books that they choose on their individual reading level. In
fourth grade, students focus on building background knowledge of text structures, stories,
and language. Through weekly conferencing, students are given specific feedback to
support their reading development. 



Reading strategies are modeled and demonstrated in minilessons and reinforced during
weekly individual student-teacher conferences. Students write thoughtful responses about
their reading in a journal and assume different roles for discussion in literature circles
during the year. Vocabulary development, comprehension, study and research skills, and
literary appreciation are all included in the fourth-grade program. Students work to refine
cursive writing skills and develop a legible, individual style.

In Writing Workshop, students write and rehearse, draft, revise, conference, edit, and
publish their own writing. Mini-lessons are used to introduce the structure and grammar of
our language; the student’s own writing provides the basis for practicing these skills. 

In math, the basic number operations are reviewed and further refined. There is a heavier
concentration on mental math, multiplication, division, fractions, geometry, and word
problems. Students participate in a math block where they are given the math instruction
that is just right for them. 

The curriculum is integrated in a manner that focuses on carefully chosen themes, books
that are read, shared and discussed as a whole group or in literature circles, and project-
based assignments that give greater depth to literacy, math, and social studies skills and
content. Some of the integrated units in fourth grade are Ecology, Space, the 5 regions of
the United States, Geography, and Illinois and Chicago History. 

As the “seniors” of LS, Fourth Graders earn the privilege of taking an overnight trip to
Springfield, our state’s capital toward the end of the school year. They can see sets and
costumes from the movie “Lincoln,” visit the restored home and New Salem neighborhood
of Abraham Lincoln when he lived in Springfield, and also see the Lincoln Presidential
Museum. Finally, students tour the beautiful capital building and rotunda, and they stay
overnight in a hotel! 

Over the course of the year, the Fourth Graders focus on and prepare for the transition to
fifth grade in the Middle School. Through aligned curricular experiences, Middle School
personnel visits, step-up day programming and focused teacher-led classroom discussions,
the students are well prepared for their move to the Middle School level.
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Come for a Visit or Tour 
Register online for an upcoming Admissions Morning or Open House at
roycemoreschool.org/campustour. 

Ask Questions 
If you have any questions about the admissions process or tuition assistance through our
Sliding Scale Program,  our Director of Admissions and Financial Aid, Angela Peters Murphy,
is happy to help. Angela can be reached at 847-866-6055 or via email at
amurphy@roycemoreschool.org.

Start an Online Application 
Visit roycemoreschool.org/createanaccount to begin the online application process. Log in
to your account and select Create A New Student Application for your child. You will have
the flexibility to log in and out of your account and access your open application as you
complete it. 

Roycemore School seeks to enroll students who have the ability and desire to prepare for
successful performance in college. We do not discriminate on the basis of gender, race,
color, creed, gender preference or national or ethnic origin in the administration of our
admissions, financial aid and educational policies.

1200 Davis Street Evanston IL 60201
P: 847-866-6055      F:847-866-6545      roycemoreschool.org

We look forward to getting to know you!
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