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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma is in the pro-
cess of calling a new rector. Information culled from parish 
meetings, surveys, and individual discussions has been com-
piled and summarized to prepare this parish profile. It is dif-
ficult to characterize a living person in a few words and it is 
even more challenging to describe a living church family. Yet, 
the Search Committee of St. Luke’s Church hopes that in this 
profile we are able to convey some of the character and direc-
tion of our family. In this manner we hope to find the priest 
Christ has called to accompany us on our journey.

To know Christ and make Him known through worship, 
prayer, studying, fellowship, outreach, and witnessing in our 
daily walk.

PREFACE

Our Mission Statement
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On September 13, 1942, a small group of forty people gath-
ered at a vicarage that was purchased by Trinity Church as 
a home for their Senior Curate, Rev. James Crosbie. The Rev. 
Crosbie was assigned to look toward establishing a Chapel of 
Trinity on the east side of Tulsa. At this meeting, plans were 
outlined and the name St. Luke’s was agreed upon.
Events happened rapidly. In an improvised church build-
ing, transformed from a hamburger stand, the first service 
of Morning Prayer was held on All Saints Day, November 1, 
1942. With the congregation increasing, on July 1, 1945 ground 
breaking ceremonies were held and work started on the new 
parish hall building at 9th and Yale Avenue.
On Easter day, April 21, 1946, the first service was held in the 
completed Chapel Hall, and Rev. Crosbie became Vicar of St. 
Luke’s Chapel. The new church was a gift of Mr. & Mrs. Eu-
gene Lorton in memory of their son Robert Eugene Lorton. 
Rev. Crosbie became the rector after St. Luke’s was established 
as a parish in January 1951. Tragically, shortly thereafter he 
contracted pneumonia and passed away in March of 1951. Dr. 
Sears Riepma was selected as the interim rector and served 
until Rev. Charles Wilcox was installed as the rector on Sep-
tember 1, 1951. During this time, there was a huge increase in 
development around east Tulsa and the end of World War II 
saw many young men returning to the area. As a result, the 
congregation grew so that by 1954 St. Luke’s Church was the 
fourth largest parish in the Diocese of Oklahoma.
During these years of growth, the parish acquired eight build-
ing lots in the neighborhood. Ground was broken for the new, 
two-story Crosbie Hall in 1952, with funds pledged by the 
members. It was dedicated by Bishop Chilton Powell on Palm 
Sunday in 1954.

A History of The Parish
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In the early 1970’s, a two-story building on the property next 
to the church was bought and made into a thrift store on the 
lower level and an apartment on the upper level. Subsequent-
ly in the 1990’s, the thrift store was closed and also converted 
into an apartment.
Under the leadership of Fr. Wilcox, stained glass windows 
were purchased for the nave as memorial gifts and in 1971 
plans were made to build a pipe organ in the sanctuary. The 
organ was eventually built and installed by the Reuter Or-
gan Company, and consists of eight ranks controlled by a two 
manual and pedal board console.
In July 1978, Fr. Wilcox called Rev. Thomas L. Haifley to be 
the new curate. Three months after Fr. Wilcox’s retirement Fr. 
Haifley was called by the vestry to be the third rector of St. 
Luke’s Church.
During the early 1970’s, the neighborhood of the parish began 
to change. Tulsa’s development exploded to the south and new 
Episcopal churches 
were established. 
During this period 
many St. Luke’s 
families moved to 
the new south Tulsa 
neighborhoods and 
transferred to new 
congregations pre-
senting a new chal-
lenge to the considerably smaller congregation of St. Luke’s.
In June, 1987, Fr. Haifley was called to be rector of St. Chris-
topher’s in Midwest City, Oklahoma and Rev. William David 
Mullinax -- the parish curate since April of 1985 -- became 
priest-in-charge until the vestry called Rev. William Patrick 
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Douthitt of Oconomowoc, Wisconsin to be the fourth rector of 
the parish in 1988. After almost twenty years of service to St. 
Luke’s, Fr. Douthitt retired in April, 2008.
In spite of the ups and downs common to any parish, and 
the shifting dynamics of the parish environment, St. Luke’s 
continues to be a vibrant part of the local community, name-
ly with thirty years of experience with the Meals on Wheels 
program, years of feeding the less fortunate at the Tulsa Day  
Center for the homeless, among other forms of outreach 
(which are outlined in the “Ministries of St. Luke’s” section 
of this booklet).
St. Luke’s parish, numbering approximately 100 members, 
continues as a Christian family with deep spiritual beliefs, 
which enables us to continue to follow the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ to go forth into the world and preach the good 
news of the gospel to those who thirst for the healing ministry 
of our Lord.
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The Rev. James Crosby ........................ Vicar, 1946-1951
 Rector, 1951-1951

Fr. Charles Wilcox ............................... Rector, 1951-1978

Fr. Thomas Haifley ..............................Curate, 1978-1979
 Rector, 1979-1987

Fr. David Mullinax ..............................Curate, 1985-1987
 Priest-in-Charge, 1987-1988

The Rev. William Patrick Douthitt .. Rector, 1988-2008

The Rev. James Crosby ........................ Vicar, 1946-1951
 Rector, 1951-1951

Fr. Charles Wilcox ............................... Rector, 1951-1978

Fr. Thomas Haifley ..............................Curate, 1978-1979
 Rector, 1979-1987

Fr. David Mullinax ..............................Curate, 1985-1987
 Priest-in-Charge, 1987-1988

The Rev. William Patrick Douthitt .. Rector, 1988-2008

List of vicars and rectors 
at St. Luke’s Church:



St. Luke’s parishioners participate in a number of ministries 
that serve both the parish and the community. Descriptions of 
many of these ministries are:

WORSHIP AND PRAYER
Traditionally, St. Luke’s offers the following worship services:
 • Sunday 8AM Rite I Holy Eucharist 
 • Sunday 9AM Adult/children Sunday School 
 • Sunday 10:30AM Rite II Holy Eucharist 
 • Thursday 9:30AM Rite II Holy Eucharist
The church has several other worship and prayer ministries 
throughout the week and year:
 • Lenten Soup Supper and Study  
 • Thursday Morning Worship Service  
 • Intercessory Prayer Group Sunday Mornings  
 • Sunday School  
 • Nursery 
 • Women of St. Luke’s  
 • Prayer Chain 
The Lenten Soup Supper and Study has 
been a staple of the church for many years 
now. Parishioners sign up to prepare a 
soup meal to be shared by all, followed 
by a guided study. Studies have included 
“Experiencing God” by Henry Blackaby 
and Claude King; Philip Yancey’s “Prayer, 
Does It Make Any Difference;” and “The 
Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren. Al-
though called the “Lenten Soup Supper and Study” the group 
has often continued to meet beyond Lent to finish the study. 

The Ministries of St. Luke’s
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Currently we have an active Prayer Chain with a dozen mem-
bers. As needs arise, the Prayer Chain goes into action. Partici-
pants call to share prayer needs in advance of the next Sunday 

Service. The Intercessory 
Prayer Group meets Sun-
days thirty minutes before 
service using the weekly 
prayer list to pray for the 
needs of the church family, 
community and world. 
All women regardless of 
participation are members 
of the Women of St. Luke’s 
and are encouraged to par-
ticipate. The Women of St. 
Luke’s host fundraisers 
throughout the year includ-
ing occasional bake sales 

with the Altar Guild, and make winter hats for the Salvation 
Army and the Day Center for the Homeless at Christmas. 
The Women of St. Luke’s gather for fellowship and conversa-
tion, occasionally hosting speakers of interest. It is a loosely 
formed group with no officers except a Treasurer and is not 
connected to the Diocesan Episcopal Church Women. 

CHURCH SERVICE MINISTRIES
St. Luke’s parishioners serve the church as:
 • Vestry 
 • Acolytes  
 • Lay Readers/Ushers 
 • Oblationers 
 • Choir Members  
 • Altar Guild Members  
 • Organist 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND  
FUNDRAISING

St. Luke’s parishioners support Tulsa charities in several ways:
 • Homeless shelter feeding  
 • Meals on Wheels 
 • AA host site  
 • Community playground 
The first Tuesday of every month, St. Luke’s parishioners pre-
pare and serve a hot meal at the Tulsa Day Center for the 
Homeless. Parishioners donate money and/or time to pur-
chase, prepare, and serve the meal for approximately 100 men, 
women, and children at the shelter in downtown Tulsa. Ev-
ery fifth month, parishioners coordinate volunteers for Meals 
on Wheels to deliver meals, three days a week for the entire 
month. St Luke’s also opens its facilities to Alcoholics Anony-
mous meetings every Wednesday and Saturday evening. 
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St. Luke’s supports many other community ministries and 
organizations through fundraisers and activities throughout 
the year:
 • Crop Walk  
 • United Thank Offering  
 • Camp New Hope Christmas gifts  
 • Fall Book Fair  
 • Wisconsin Fish Fry 
 • Church Periodical Club (Miles of Pennies)  
 • St. Simeon’s Episcopal Home 

Camp New Hope is a ministry of the 
Episcopal Diocese in Oklahoma that 
provides services to children of in-
carcerated parents including a sum-
mer camp experience at no cost. St. 
Luke’s has committed to this minis-
try by donating money to purchase, 
wrap, and deliver Christmas gifts to 
Camp New Hope children “adopt-
ed” by St. Luke’s.
Money raised by St. Luke’s in the 

annual Crop Walk goes to Tulsa Iron Gate, a nonprofit or-
ganization housed at Trinity Episcopal church that provides 
food and services to Tulsa’s homeless 365 days of the year; 
Restore Hope, a Tulsa ministry of the United Methodist 
Church designed to mobilize congregations to assist families 
in economic need restore their financial and spiritual vitality; 
and Western Neighbors, an organization serving low-income 
families in Southwest Tulsa.
Once a month, lay ministers assist the priest with the service 
and communion at St. Simeon’s Episcopal Home, a retire-
ment and assisted living community for men and women  
of all faiths. 
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ECUMENICAL PARTICIPATION
 • Thanksgiving annual shared services  
 • Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry 
 • Diocese of West Ankole, Uganda
Each Thanksgiving St. Luke’s worships with four neighbor-
hood churches for an ecumenical service and reception. Each 
participating church takes turns hosting this annual Thanks-
giving service. Churches participating with St. Luke’s include 
Yale Avenue Presbyterian Church, Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, Braden Park Baptist Church, and Will Rogers Meth-
odist church. St. Luke’s is a member of the Tulsa Metropolitan 
Ministry, an interfaith organization of over 70 congregations 
serving the greater Tulsa metropolitan area. St. Luke’s is also 
in a relationship with the Diocese of West Ankole, Uganda.
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Close to midtown Tulsa, just north of the famous Old Route 
66, sits our beautiful English-style church. We are one of sev-
en Episcopal churches in the city and have a congregation of 
approximately 100 members.
The population of Tulsa is approximately 393,049, which 
includes many ethnic groups including Hispanics, African 
Americans, Asians, Native Americans, and Europeans. The 
city covers and area of 186.8 square miles, much of which is 

tree lined streets and neighborhoods. 
Tulsa is the second largest city in Okla-
homa and was recently ranked fifth on 
the list of America’s most livable cities 
by Forbes Magazine.
Tulsa was first settled on the banks of 
the Arkansas River in the 1830s by the 
Creek Native American tribe. For most 
of the 20th century, the city was known 
as the “Oil Capital of the World,” and is 
known as the birthplace of the historic 

Route 66 and Western Swing music. The city was voted one of 
“America’s Most Livable Large Cities” in 2005. People from 
Tulsa are referred to as “Tulsans.”
In the west-central part of the city you will find downtown 
Tulsa with the brand new BOK Center arena, which opened 
in September 2008. Also, there are many office buildings, ho-
tels and restaurants, many of which comprise one of the na-
tion’s largest concentrations of art deco architecture. Tulsa 
has full-time professional opera and ballet companies, as well 
as the Tulsa Symphony Orchestra. Just south of downtown 
is the Philbrook Museum of Art, which has one of the largest 
permanent collections of Renaissance and Baroque art in the 
United States. 

The Local Community
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According to the district, the Tulsa Public School system is the 
largest school district in Oklahoma with approximately 42,000 
students. There are a total of 89 school facilities comprised of 
9 high schools, 15 junior high schools, 58 elementary schools, 
and 7 alternative schools. There are also private school op-
tions, including Holland Hall, a K-12 Episcopal school.
Tulsa has several schools of higher learning. First and foremost 
is the University of Tulsa, whose beautiful campus is located 
one mile from St. Luke’s. 
TU has a sterling academic 
reputation as well as sev-
eral great Division 1 sports 
teams. The world-renowned 
Oral Roberts University is 
located in south Tulsa. Near 
the airport is Spartan College 
of Aeronautics and Technol-
ogy. Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and Langston Uni-
versity have campuses near 
downtown. The University 
of Oklahoma, also known as 
the Schusterman Center, has 
a campus in midtown.
There is a minor league baseball park, Drillers Stadium, in 
midtown, which will soon be moving to a new location down-
town. The city also has a minor league professional basketball, 
arena football, ice hockey, soccer and rugby teams.
On the north side of Tulsa is Gilcrease Museum, which  
houses the largest collection of American Western art. Also 
located on the north side are the Tulsa International Air-
port, Mohawk Park, the award-winning Tulsa Zoo, and the  
Oxley Nature Center.
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Downtown Tulsa plays host to the art festival Mayfest in the 
summer, and, across the river to the west, the annual Octo-
berfest celebration. Our downtown is also the home of several 
historic music venues including The Brady Theater and Cain’s 
Ballroom, the home of Western Swing. Finally, the Oklahoma 
Jazz Hall of Fame is located in the historic art deco Union  
Station building.

There are many unique 
areas to shop and dine 
across the metro area. Up-
scale shopping and din-
ing can be found at Utica 
Square. For more eclectic 
tastes, visit Cherry Street 
or the Brady Arts District. 
Or to have a reasonably 

priced meal, catch a movie, or visit a department store, there 
are three shopping malls sprinkled throughout the city.
For healthcare, there are five hospitals: St. Francis Hospital, 
St. John Medical Center, Hillcrest Hospital, the OSU Medical 
Center, and Southcrest Hospital, with branches of all in outly-
ing areas. There are also several facilities offering senior care, 
including St. Simeon’s Episcopal Home.
The suburbs of Broken Arrow, Bixby, Jenks, Owasso, Ca-
toosa, Sand Springs, and Coweta surround the city and each 
has their own unique opportunities for shopping, dining, and 
entertainment. Oklahoma City is approximately 100 miles 
southwest of Tulsa. The cities of Joplin, Springfield, and St. 
Louis are all between 100 and 500 miles of the city. And Kan-
sas City is a half-day’s drive north.
Tulsa is situated in the middle of Oklahoma’s “Green Coun-
try” in an area known for its abundance of trees, rolling hills, 
and lakes. Tulsa truly is a wonderful city in which to live.
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The Rt. Rev. Edward J. Konieczny, consecrated Diocesan 
Bishop on September 15, 2007, assumed leadership of a vi-
tal and strong diocese. Covering the entire state, the Diocese 
of Oklahoma comprises over 20,000 baptized members and  
approximately 150 resident clergy in its seventy-two  
congregations.
Outreach is a priority in Oklahoma. The diocese has a long 
history of involvement in a variety of ministries throughout 
the state. These ministries address the needs of people and 
communities though seed-
ing programs, mission camps, 
care for the aged, and to incar-
cerated individuals.
Multi-cultural ministry is 
also a priority in the Diocese 
of Oklahoma. From the days 
of The Rev. David Pendelton 
Oakerhater, deacon and first 
Native American to be in-
cluded in the Church Calen-
dar of Lesser Feasts and Fasts, 
Oklahoma has inherited an 
active ministry to American 
Indians in the state, primar-
ily through Oakerhater Epis-
copal Indian Ministries Center in Watonga. In recent years  
Oklahoma has also assumed a leadership role in ministry  
to the growing Hispanic community in the Oklahoma City  
region through Santa Maria Virgen Mission in the southwest 
part of Oklahoma City.

A Brief History  
of the Diocese
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There is a long tradition of effective youth work in the diocese. 
A diocesan summer camp program at St. Crispin’s Confer-
ence Center provides nurturing, education, and fun for young 
people from grade three through high school. There are Epis-
copal schools throughout the diocese of Oklahoma including 
three diocesan schools and three parish-based schools.
Episcopal residential facilities for the elderly include Ard-
more Village in Ardmore and St. Simeon’s in Tulsa. In 1994, 
St. Simeon’s completed a five million dollar state-of-the-art 
Alzheimer’s unit. And in that same time period, Ardmore Vil-
lage completed a major expansion of their facilities.
The Diocese of Oklahoma is recognized nationally as a leader 
in the renewal of the diaconate and for its emphasis on the 
shared baptismal ministry of all Christians. Although young 
in years (celebrating its seventieth anniversary as a diocese 
in 2007), it is one of the most financially sound in the coun-
try. Through prudent stewardship, it has been able to invest 
significantly in special ministries, including strong campus 
chaplaincies at six universities throughout the state. The dioc-
esan budget for 2009 is over four million dollars.
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ToTal buDgeT:  ................................................  $157,550

ToTal DebT:  ..................................................................  $0

ToTal PaiD To DioCese:  ......................  $20,100/year

ToTal PleDges:  ........................... 32 totaling $107,532

Financial statement

In the short term, St. Luke’s wishes to:
 1. Improve ministries to visitors; 
 2. Continue with regularly scheduled events such as the  
  Fish Fry Dinner, the Big Band Bean Bash, and the  
  Book Fair that draw participation from inside and  
  outside the parish; 
 3. Reestablish our chapter of the Brotherhood of  
  St. Andrew (or a similarly formatted men’s group); 
 4. Generate an updated parish directory; and 
 5. Continue our physical plant improvements.

In the long-term, St. Luke’s wishes to:
 1. Communicate the Gospel in a powerful way that has  
  both meaning and relevance to our daily lives; 
 2. Improve Christian education; 
 3. Meet, greet and engage visitors; 
 4. Develop personal spiritual growth throughout  
  the parish; and 
 5. Strengthen pastoral care by reaching out to those in 
  side and outside the church.

Our Short and  
Long Term Goals
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The next rector of St. Luke’s should possess several important 
qualities. Foremost, we desire a good teacher and preacher 
– one who is strong in their understanding of the Gospels, 
effective in communicating that message, and relating Scrip-
ture to our daily lives.
We desire a priest who will serve as a spiritual leader and 
guide us to deeper love and a better understanding of Christ. 
Our rector should also be able to help us recognize our indi-
vidual gifts and inspire us to use them. We wish for a priest 
who will be sensitive to the needs of the parishioners and the 
community, and who will be a good counselor, both sacra-
mentally and personally.
Finally, we desire a rector that will be able to help our parish 
grow in membership without changing St. Luke’s essential 
identity as a Gospel-centered, vibrant, and welcoming neigh-
borhood church.

Desired Qualities of the 
Next Rector
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