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By Mary Frances Schjonberg
[Episcopal News Service] If you live on the Gulf Coast, says the

Very Rev. James “Bo” Roberts, it’s not a question of whether a natural
disaster will strike, but rather when the next one will come.

Roberts knows what he’s taking about. He is the rector of St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church in Gulfport, Mississippi, one of six churches
along the Gulf Coast portion of the Diocese of Mississippi that
Hurricane Katrina destroyed on Aug. 29, 2005. He began his ministry
at St. Mark’s in April 1969, “right before [Hurricane] Camille came and
tore it all up in August of that year, so I have rebuilt completely
twice,” along with making lots of repairs after other storms in
between.

Nell Bolton, executive director of Episcopal Community Services
of Louisiana, which grew out of the Diocese of Louisiana’s early post-
storm disaster-relief efforts, recites the events
of the last five years almost like a litany:
“Katrina, Rita, Gustav, Ike, and the economic
downturn and now the oil spill.”

Five years after hurricanes Katrina and
Rita raked the gulf, followed two years ago by
Gustav and Ike, the states that share its coast
are poised and anxious as the worst oil spill in
U.S. history threatens their natural resources
and their people’s livelihoods. That worry will
mute commemorations of the fifth anniversary
of Katrina’s wrath.

“It’s kind of hard to start commemorating
[recovery from the hurricanes] when, not only
are large numbers of places not recovered, but
with people sitting here waiting for no telling
what may happen if we should get a storm that is going to take all the oil that
fortunately for right now is still sitting out in the gulf [and] all of a sudden
washed it up on the gulf beaches,” said Roberts in a telephone interview with
Episcopal News Service.

Diocese of Louisiana Bishop Morris Thompson agrees. “There’s been very

little conversation in [New Orleans] or
among other people about remembering

[Katrina],” he told ENS. And, as Thompson said, “there’s still anxiety when a
storm approaches ... A lot of scars of Katrina are emotional.”

“You can see how it’s made them a little jittery and of course the oil spill
hasn’t helped out either,” he said.

By Scott Lenoir
For the first time in many years,

the annual Clergy Conference at Gray
Center will begin on a Tuesday night.
In a letter to all presbyters and dea-
cons, Bishop Gray stated that the con-
ference begins Tuesday October 12
and runs  through mid-morning on
Friday, October 15th. 

The keynote guest for 2010 is
the Very Reverend Kevin Martin, Dean
of St. Matthew’s Cathedral in Dallas,
Texas. 

“Kevin is a familiar face to many
in this diocese having conducted con-
gregational development evangelism
conferences in years past,” wrote
Gray.

Martin also has been a consult-
ant to St. Peter’s, Oxford and
Mediator, Meridian.   

The focus of Martin’s time at the
conference will be on the subject of
practical and doable strategies for
congregational development. 

Attendance at Clergy Conference
is required for all active clergy from
“beginning to end,” the bishop stated;
however, vocational deacons should
plan to be at the conference Tuesday
night through Wednesday afternoon. 

Deacons should register through
the Rev. Deacon Bill Hanna at hanna-
home@earthlink.net. 

New this year: registration must
be through the form attached to the
letter sent to all presbyters or through
the diocesan website,
www.dioms.org.  Gray Center will not
be accepting telephone calls for regis-
tration.  The diocesan office is han-
dling all registration. 

Annual clergy 
conference 
command 

performance for
diocesan clergy

Gray Center land management plan to begin
Katrina, Continued on page 4

Annual Clergy Conference, 
Continued on page 8

By Scott Lenoir
The Gray Center’s woodlands will be getting

a long-overdue face lift soon.  In 2005, the Board
of Managers voted to proceed with a comprehen-
sive land management program which was delayed
for five years due to Hurricane Katrina’s destruction
of not only property, but also the economy, espe-
cially the timber market.

To get back on track with the plan, Gray Center
contracted with William W. May, Inc which will soon
begin work.  Registered Forester and the President
and General Manager of William W. May, Les Shelby,
has 30 years of experience in land and timber management and will oversee the
work a Gray Center as well as another piece of property the diocese owns.

“For the most part, we’ll be selectively cutting over-mature pine trees,” said
Gray Center Executive Director, Bill Horne.  “There are also three other small
areas which must be clear cut and re-planted.”

Regarding the issue of clear cutting and replanting, Shelby, who manages
80-90,000 acres for private and non-industrial land owners in central Mississippi,
said, “Basically what’s happening at Gray Center is that through years, particular-
ly south of Way Road, the timber has died out due to insects and weather.  So

we’re only really left with one option which is
to wind the clock back to day one and plant
new pine trees.”

Shelby said that he understands the bal-
ance that must be maintained between recreation

or ascetics and timber production.  “For a little while
the small areas we’ve targeted for clear cutting will look

ragged, but in the years to come (two or three), it will be a
massive green. Any logging will affect the area, but in the long run

it will improve wildlife habitat and the diversity of the camp,” said
Shelby. 
Executive Director Horne said that trees will begin being marked in

October and possibly some harvesting will begin as early as October; however, all
logging work will be halted when the camp season begins in 2011.  Also, there
will be buffers left south of the tennis courts and cabins.  

This protracted time line of harvesting affects the marketing of the timber
which is why Shelby says that the contracting he does on behalf of Gray Center
will be on pay per cut basis.  

“What this land management program will do is allow us to rescue the value
from our woods.  The longer we wait, the more value we’ll lose,” said Horne.

Katrina memories mix with spill worries 
Mississippi reports recovery and remaining scars

Days after Hurricane Katrina destroyed
their church, congregation members of
St. Mark’s Church, Gulfport, Mississippi,
gathered on the slab upon which the
church once stood on the shores of the
Gulf to celebrate Eucharist with their
rector, the Very Rev. James Bo Roberts,
and Bishop Duncan Gray III of
Mississippi.The new St. Mark’s Church building in Gulfport, Mississippi, is further

inland from the site where Hurricane Katrina destroyed the previous
location on Aug. 29, 2005.

Eley Guild Hardy Architects/photo
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“Almighty and
everliving God, on this
fifth anniversary of
Hurricane Katrina, we
come before you with
humble hearts filled
with gratitude for the
progress our parish

family and our greater community have made
and for the bright future that lies before us. You
have led us out of devastation into restoration;
out of despair into hope. We thank you for the
gift of this rebuilt house of worship, St. Peter’s
by-the-Sea, and for all, near and far, who had a
part in its reconstruction. We ask your blessing
on those who continue to heal that they may be
strengthened by your grace, and we pray that we
may forever abide in the knowledge that you are
the fount of all goodness, the source of all hope.
In all that we do and in all that we say, may we
glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.”

That is the prayer I wrote for our service on
August 29. I should note that we give thanks for
all of the rebuilt, or rebuilding, parishes on the
Coast. It has been a long road and five years
seems like forever. The gushing oil well has been
capped and cemented tight, though we still see
some workers on the beach, cleaning up whatev-
er continues to wash ashore from the deep, and
we still aren’t sure of the condition of our
seafood and local wildlife. Please continue to
pray with us that what’s left of hurricane season
remains quiet and that we put 2010 behind us
without incident.

An email from dreamer extraordinaire,
Karen Bonner, reminds us of a mini-retreat
September 25 at Camp Windhover in Crystal
Springs and a second close on its heels tells that
the dream groups at St. James’, Jackson, are
actually forming a non-profit organization called
Wisdom Work Educational Institute. Y’all, these

are serious dreamers who’ve been at it a long
time. Look for this organization to attract some
interest from other dreamers around our
Diocese. 

Elsewhere... St. Mark’s, Gulfport, planned
its annual fish fry and softball game for Sunday,
September 12. St. John’s, Ocean Springs,
Saints’ & Sinners’ 17th annual Original Texas
BBQ Chicken Dinner is scheduled for October
30. Still more BBQ on the menu as St. John’s,
Pascagoula, and its Brotherhood of St. Andrew
plan their annual Half Chicken/Pulled Pork
Barbecue for October 2 in conjunction with the
Zonta Annual Day on the Plaza. The Barbecue
will be at St. John’s. St. Pierre’s, Gautier, joins
St. John’s in sponsoring this event. St. John’s
annual drawdown, with “Viva Las Vegas” as the
theme and a grand prize of $10,000 will be held
the same day at the Pascagoula Country Club.

Backing up a bit, Incarnation, West Point,
planned a ministry fair and stewardship lunch-
eon on September 12, with Christian Education
programs beginning September 19. St. Paul’s,
Columbus, began a 10-week Alpha Course with
a kickoff dinner August 31. Trinity, Natchez,
planned its annual parish picnic and Mass on the
Grass for Sunday, September 12, at Elms Court.
St. Peter’s, Oxford, celebrated Labor Day with
“Fun in the Country,” a day filled with fellowship
and fundraising for the parish’s outreach min-
istries. St. Peter’s Children’s Choir returns
September 26 after a year-long hiatus. Trinity,
Hattiesburg, asked parishioners to bring some-
thing representing their labors to place on the
altar for blessing on Sunday, September 5.

A workshop with the Rev. Carol Mead, “The
Word Resurrected: Rekindling Holy
Imagination,” was scheduled for Saturday,
September 11, at St. Peter’s by-the-Lake,
Brandon. St. Peter’s continues collecting items
to send to those serving overseas in the military.

Yoga-by-the-Sea is one of the newest offer-
ings at St. Peter’s by-the-Sea, Gulfport, meet-
ing every Monday at 5:30 p.m. in the parish hall
— a great, relaxing way to end the worst day of
the week! Coming October 3 at St. Peter’s is the

annual St. Frances of Assisi Day Pet Blessing, and
in the New Year, St. Peter’s Arts Academy plans
two afternoons a week for third and fourth
graders to experience the visual arts, music, the-
ater and dance. 

At St. George’s, Clarksdale, teachers at St.
George’s Day School and all other teachers in
the parish will be treated to a Back-to-School
Appreciation Supper Monday, September 20.
Adults at Grace, Canton, are enjoying an inter-
esting education format, “Music and Christianity”
led by the Rev. David Eliot. The class began
September 5. A progressive dinner kicked off the
2010-2011 year for the senior EYC at All Saints’,
Grenada, September 12, beginning with appetiz-
ers and ice breakers, followed by dinner and
games, and ending with dessert and swimming.
Holy Cross, Olive Branch, planned a weekend
of family camping Friday and Saturday,
September 10-11, with food, bonfire, stargazing,
a scavenger hunt, nature hike, yoga, messy
games, water sports,, crafts and songs — a little
of everything for everyone.

All Saints, Jackson, made its annual pil-
grimage to Camp Bratton Green for its Labor
Day weekend of family devotion, relaxation,
social and spiritual edification. St. Pierre’s,
Gautier, planned a special 100th birthday cele-
bration for its oldest member, Rufus Myers. A 5
p.m. fish fry was planned for September 18.

Mediator-Redeemer, McComb and
Magnolia, continue to look toward revamping
the yard behind Redeemer and adding a colum-
barium. Mediator, Meridian, plans a “Seeds of
Faith Conference” November 5-7, with the Rev.
Barbara Brown Taylor who teaches religion at
Piedmont College and is an adjunct professor of
spirituality at Columbia Theological Seminary.
She is the author of 12 books, including the New
York Times best-seller, An Altar in the World. St.
Thomas’, Diamondhead’s, Amazing Praisers are
gearing up for the next year’s productions with
plans in process for a November skit and the
annual Christmas pageant. St. Thomas also,
along with a number of other parishes, blessed
backpacks for school-age kids and offered bless-
ings for teachers in early August before school

started.
I was sad to find included in St. Andrew’s

Cathedral’s newsletter a notice that St.
Andrew’s Bookstore is closing. It has been a fix-
ture in my life for many years-always a “must
visit” at Annual Council and a Godsend to me
after Hurricane Katrina.

NOTABLE QUOTES...
“The old saw is that grim disciples make

sour wine. Surely we mourn certain things and
know legitimate sadness and God promised to
be with us no matter how bad things get. Still,
Jesus also said something about coming among
us that God’s joy might be in us and our joy
would be perfect or complete... (Resurrection,
Starkville);...”My husband likes to say that
Christian formation is like investment banking:
the more you put into it, the more you get out.
Also, like investment banking, there are may self-
proclaimed get-rich-easy-in-three-simple-steps
type programs to make you a better Christian,
but in reality, Christian formation is the process
of being formed in the image and likeness of
Jesus Christ that takes place over our entire
lives, from the cradle to the grave...” (St. Peter’s
by-the-Sea, Gulfport).

“I have gained more appreciation for the
Psalms since becoming an Episcopalian. One of
the things I plan to do on sabbatical is to read
through them each month I’m away (unlike the
poor monks, I have the Psalter on my IPhone4!”
...(Grace, Canton)...”There will be a study pub-
lished in the September issue of Southern
Journal of Medicine that reports that when one
or more people pray for someone in that per-
son’s presence and with physical contact —
there are remarkable results in healing.” (St.
Matthew’s, Kosciusko). “I cannot say that I
remember every hymn we sang on September
11, 2001, nor do I recall every prayer or homily
that was offered. But what I do remember being
gathered together in Church proclaiming the
Good News of God in Christ.” (Creator,
Clinton.)

Notes & Quotes
By Maria Watson
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A date to remember: Tuesday, October 12
Pre-Clergy Conference Event
The Canon’s Cup Disc Golf Scramble 
at Camp Bratton-Green. 
Contact Robert Wetherington at rwwether@gmail.com
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June 30 — In office most of day. Monday
appointment with the Rev. Christopher Powell
and annual consultation with the Rev. Tom
Fanning. Afternoon session with the Rev. Deacon
Cathy Halford.

In the evening I drive to Gray Center to be
with the participants in our College for
Congregational Development. Very good spirit
and enthusiasm after almost a week into this
program.
July 1 — Office. Morning session with the Rev.
Jeff Reich. Annual consultation with the Rev. Jud
Meadors. Rest of the day spent responding to
correspondence.
July 2 — Office most of the day visit with the
Rev. Tom Slawson late in the afternoon.
July 3 — At home on holiday break. Several tele-
phone conversations related to ongoing work.
July 4 — July 4th holiday. St. Andrew’s in the
morning, then home the rest of the day.
July 5 — Day off.
July 6 — Morning appointments with the Rev.
Tom Slawson and Will Lowry. Annual consulta-
tion with the Rev. Shannon Manning. Late after-
noon appointment with Andrew McLarty.
July 7 — Early morning breakfast with my
Roman Catholic and United Methodist peer col-
leagues. Morning appointments with Mike
Huseth of LESM and the Rev. Greg Proctor.
Afternoon sessions with the Rev. Margaret Ayers,
the Rev. Bryan Owen and the Rev. Tom Slawson.
July 8 — Spend morning with Tabitha taking
care of a number of personal matters.

Mid day travel to Gray Center where I will
make my return as a Camp Director for a Camp
Bratton-Green session. It’s been eight years since
I last directed a session.

I arrive in the midst of a three-day session
for counselors in training, a new program begun
this year at Gray Center. These “CLTs”, after
their training is complete, will serve as coun-
selors for my session immediately following.

I am very impressed with this training pro-
gram as both an idea and as I see it being run
during the day.

Overnight in a cabin.
July 9 — Begin my part of the training session
as adult staff arrives.

In the afternoon, campers and parents
arrive for this unique camp session. Known as
“First Camp,” this is an introduction to Camp for
both 1st and 2nd grade campers and their par-
ents. Lasting only 2 1/2 days, we attempt to give
moms, dads, grandparents and children a taste
of the special ministry of Camp Bratton-Green.

We have a full camp for the weekend.
July 10 — First Camp continues at Camp
Bratton-Green. Very special time “co-directing
this session with my son, Duncan, who was the
director of the CIT training earlier in the week.
July 11 — First Camp concludes. I am exhaust-
ed, but thrilled to be directing camp again. I will
be back next year!
July 12 — Meet with the Rev. Tom Slawson in
the morning. Spend the rest of the day at home.
In the evening meet with Sudanese group to dis-
cuss a variety of matters.
July 13 — Staff meetings in the morning.
Hospital visit to see the Rev. George Woodliff.
Annual consultation with the Rev. Wilson Webb

in the afternoon. Late afternoon
session with Dr. Anita George.

Take Tabitha to Hinds Community College
for an overnight orientation session.
July 14 — Begin the day with a filming session
conducted by the Rev. Hugh Jones and other
staff members of Camp Bratton-Green Regular
Session #4. Meet later in the morning with the
Right Reverend Victor Scantlebury to discuss his
return to Mississippi upon his retirement next
year. I look forward to working again with
Victor.

Leave office and drive to Brookhaven to
officiate at the funeral of Mrs. Mickey Hale,
widow of the Rev. Ed Hale. “May she go from
strength to strength in the life of perfect serv-
ice.”

Home in the evening.
July 15 — Morning with Tabitha getting ready
for college. Afternoon appointment with Mr.
Julian Rankin, a young friend from my Oxford
days.

Late afternoon drive to Oxford where I pick
up keys from our long time tenant in our Oxford
home and inspect the premises in anticipation of
the arrival of a new Gray family in Oxford.
Return to Jackson late.
July 16 — Spend most of the day on family mat-
ters in preparation for the wedding of my
nephew, Lloyd Gray, Jr. and his fiancé Catherine
Schmidt at Gray Center this weekend.

My siblings and their children have begun
to arrive. Rehearsal dinner at Gray Center.
July 17 — Wedding festivities throughout the
day. Wedding in the evening. Party goes on late
into the evening. Gray Center is a wonderful
place for a wedding!
July 18 — Assist in the post-wedding work at
Gray Center. A very special weekend.
July 19 — Plans to take the remainder of my
vacation break this week. Kathy and I will be tak-
ing care of our granddaughters, Harper and
Sadie, as their parents clean and paint their new
home in Oxford.
July 20 — Vacation time at home with Kathy
and granddaughters.
July 21 — Vacation time. Drive to Gray Center
to greet participants in the Mississippi
Conference on Music and Liturgy and meet with
its director, Ms. Ellen Johnston.
July 22 — Vacation time at home.
July 23 — Vacation time at home. Kathy leaves
for Maryland for funeral of her aunt.
July 24 — Babysitting with granddaughters, a
delightful chore, as their parents load truck in
preparation for their move.
July 25 — Travel to Bovina for annual visitation
to St. Alban’s. Very large adult Sunday school
class asks me to reflect on my recent trip to the
Sudan, something I am happy to do on any occa-
sion. At the eucharist, I preach, celebrate and
confirm two in the midst of a very enthusiastic
congregation. Good food and conversation with
the congregation afterwards.

Following lunch I meet with the vestry of
St. Alban’s for a very good conversation.

Returning home, I pick up my granddaugh-
ters for an overnight stay at “Poppi’s house” so
their parents can finish packing.
July 26 — Return my granddaughters to their

parents then drive to airport for a trip to
Chicago where I will continue my work as a
judge on the Court of Review for a Trial of a
Bishop.

Arrive in Chicago late.
July 27 — Spend all day and much of the
evening reflecting on Trial Court proceedings
that have been presented to us and the scope
and limitations of our canons in addressing the
maters before us. I am enormously grateful for
the legal advice and counsel of our lay assessor,
Mr. Lee Davis Thames (Holy Trinity, Vicksburg).
July 28 — We conclude our work as the Court
of Review. Our rulings will be communicated to
the affected parties in the coming days. Our
decisions will not be popular, but after searching
my own heart, soul and mind over these last
three months, I am convinced what we have
done legally and canonically proper.

Return home is dramatically impacted by
bad weather. Must detour to Atlanta where I
arrive very late.
July 29 — Catch very early flight out of Atlanta
so that I can be with Kathy on a personal busi-
ness matter later in the morning.

In the afternoon at the office, I met with
two young aspirants for holy orders. Later, I visit
with the Rev. Tom Fanning.
July 30 — In office all day attempting to catch
up on large stacks of correspondence. Morning
appointment with the Rev. Dan McKee.
Afternoon session with Ms. Steve Sinquefield.
July 31 — Spend most of the day with Gray
Center Board of Managers. I am reminded again
of the enormous expenditure of time, energy,
and in some cases, money that is required of the
board so that others can enjoy the unique min-
istry of Gray Center. I am so very grateful of
their sacrifice and commitment.
August 1 — Drive to Brookhaven for annual visi-
tation to the Church of the Redeemer. This is
also the occasion for a Celebration of a New
Ministry as the congregation welcomes its new
priest-in-charge, the Rev. Anne Matthews. I
preach and celebrate in a very joy-filled service.
Fine food and fellowship that carries well into
the afternoon.

Drive up Highway 55 a ways to meet with
the Mission Committee of Good Shepherd,
Terry. Unfortunately, air conditioning is not
working well in either the Church or the parish
house. However, spirits were not dampened,
though they were a bit warm. I preached and
celebrated at an afternoon eucharist and enjoyed
the wonderful hospitality, food and fellowship of
this special congregation who continue to sup-
port our mission initiatives in Sudan.
August 2 — Day off.
August 3 — Breakfast with chancellor Granville

Tate and staff. After staff meetings, I talk to the
Rev. Kyle Seage.

Meet with an aspirant for holy orders in the
afternoon. Additional appointments with the
Rev. Jeff Reich and the Rev. Judy Morris.
August 4 - Early morning session with Granville
Tate, Bill Horne and Kathryn McCormick to dis-
cuss some lagoon problems at Gray Center.
Later in the morning, I visit with a Sudanese stu-
dent looking for assistance to finish his educa-
tion. Later the Rev. John Jenkins, Canon
McCormick and I meet to discuss Fr. Jenkins’
final advice and counsel as he concludes his
work as manager of the All Saints’ School faculty.
John’s work over the last 2 plus years has been
indispensible to the recovery of All Saints’ as a
viable facility and host to the AmeriCorps pro-
gram. This turn around could not have been
accomplished without his enormous commit-
ment of time and energy. I will be forever grate-
ful.

Afternoon session with an aspirant for holy
orders. Late afternoon visit with Mr. Steve
McDavid.
August 5 — In office all day. Morning appoint-
ments with the Rev. Kathleen Potts and the Rev.
Prentiss Dunn. Afternoon session with an aspi-
rant for holy orders.
August 6 — In the morning, I have an extensive
phone interview with a reporter from Episcopal
Life reflecting on Hurricane Katrina and its
implications for this diocese. Later in the morn-
ing visit with young aspirant for holy orders.

Annual consultation (and lunch) with the
Rev. Walton Jones. Disappointing conference call
attempt in the afternoon as we (MS) seek to be
of assistance to the church in the Virgin Islands.
Key non-Mississippians did not participate in the
call.

Late afternoon session with the Rev.
Deacon Mary Geisler.
August 7 — Day off. Remembering Duncan, IV’s
birth 31 years ago today.
August 8 — Annual visitation to St. Mark’s,
Jackson, where I preach, celebrate and confirm 2
in this historic congregation. Excellent lunch fol-
lowed that includes a good visit with the Vestry
and Rector.

After a brief time at home, I go to St.
Christopher’s Church of the Ascension in
Jackson for a visit with the Mission Committee. I
am surprised and delighted by their dream to
redevelop their property to include an upgrade
and expansion of their nave and parish house. I
give them my blessing to continue their plan-
ning.

The Bishop’s Journal

The Bishop’s Journal,
Continued on page 8
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President Barack Obama is scheduled to
deliver a speech on Aug. 29 at Xavier University of
Louisiana in New Orleans to mark the anniver-
sary, and there is a smattering of anniversary
events planned. Episcopal Community Services of
Louisiana is sponsoring work on wetlands restora-
tion in New Orleans’ Lower Ninth Ward that day
to be followed by a community health fair at
Episcopal Church of All Souls and Community
Center, which was planted in the Lower Ninth
Ward after it was decimated by post-Katrina flood-
ing.

The nearly five million gallons of oil that
gushed into the Gulf of Mexico after the April 20
explosion aboard BP’s Deepwater Horizon drilling
platform have polluted the waters of the gulf and
decimated the area’s seafood and tourism indus-
tries. After BP failed in a number of attempts, the
company said on July 15 that it had capped the
well a mile beneath the surface of the gulf. The
well has been plugged with cement, but work
proceeded on two relief wells to ensure a perma-
nent fix, which has been delayed until at least
sometime in September.

Katrina was one of the most devastating hur-
ricanes in U.S. history, according to the National
Hurricane Center, and the deadliest hurricane to
strike the country since the Palm Beach-Lake
Okeechobee hurricane of September 1928.
Katrina was responsible for approximately 1,000
deaths in Louisiana and 200 in Mississippi, a cen-
ter report said. Producing an estimated $75 bil-
lion in damages, Katrina also was the costliest U.S.
hurricane on record.

Katrina hit land along the Gulf Coast twice
on Aug. 29, once near Buras, Louisiana, just after
8 a.m. local time with maximum winds estimated
at 125 mph, and then near the
Louisiana/Mississippi border about three hours
later with slightly reduced winds. The storm
caused storm-surge flooding of 25 to 28 feet
along the Mississippi coast and 10 to 20 feet along
the southeastern Louisiana coast. In Mississippi,
the surge damage extended several miles inland.
The surge overtopped and breached levees in the
New Orleans metropolitan area, inundating much
of the city and its eastern suburbs.

Five years after Katrina, 66 of New Orleans’
73 neighborhoods have recovered well over half
of the population they had before the levees
failed, according to information compiled by the
Greater New Orleans Community Data Center.
Eight neighborhoods now have a larger number
of active households than they did prior to the
levee breaches, but seven of those neighborhoods
largely did not flood. However, 21 neighborhoods
lost active households from June 2008 to June
2010, the center said. Extrapolating the data into
a population estimate, the center suggests New
Orleans now has about 363,000 residents.

There is still work to be done. In its “New
Orleans Index at Five” report, the center said that
the city needs to continue to make progress in
public education, criminal justice and health-care
systems, and most aim for “a diverse economy, an
educated and skilled workforce, strong communi-
ty engagement and capacity to minimize future
shocks and better shape the city’s course.”

Mississippi Bishop Duncan Gray III said that
in his state, redevelopment has followed patterns

that were set before Katrina hit. “The communi-
ties are in various stages of recovery,” he told ENS
in a telephone interview, with those on the east-
ern part of the coast recovering more quickly than
the western side.

“It’s just the nature of the land. The eastern
part, particularly Biloxi, is full of casinos and has
that strong, strong tourist, casino, restaurant
[base],” Gray said. “As you go west, you’re into
more residential and more small businesses. Then
you go further on down the beach down to
Waveland [near the Louisiana border where] it
was not much more than a line of houses along
the beach.”

The swath of destruction wreaked first by
Katrina and then Hurricane Rita on Sept. 23,
2005, galvanized Episcopalians to join the thou-
sands of volunteers who traveled to the Gulf
Coast to help residents recover and rebuild.
Thousands of others donated money to the
efforts.

“That experience of solidarity and really
understanding and living into our interconnected-
ness with one another is something that we share
not just locally or even regionally, but by virtue of
all of the hundreds of thousands of volunteers
that have come down here, nationally,” said
Bolton. “That’s been an incredible source of sup-
port and encouragement to us in Louisiana as
we’ve recovered from all these disasters.”

One focus of those efforts was Camp Coast
Care, which later merged with two similar groups
to become Mission on the Bay. The Rev. Elizabeth
Wheatley-Jones, MOB’s director and chaplain,
recently cited the statistics for the Diocese of
Mississippi’s newspaper, calling them a “gracious
glimpse” at the work done through the agency:
60,000 volunteers who donated 2,400,000 service
hours valued at $45 million, 3,500 homes mucked
out and/or gutted, 550 homes rehabbed or built
anew, 2,200 individuals or families whose needs
were managed, 1,250,000 meals served and $15
million cash injected into Gulf Coast economies.

“That is creative response and a job well
done: participation in the ways of God, the trans-
formation of lives, one family and one home at a
time, day in and day out for five years,” she told
the Mississippi Episcopalian.

By the time the Aug. 29 anniversary arrives,
Mission on the Bay, a stalwart of the post-Katrina
recovery effort that began in part at Lutheran
Episcopal Services of Mississippi’s Camp Coast
Care, will have shut down, succumbing to the
reality that the economic downturn and other dis-
asters, including the oil spill, have diverted money
elsewhere.

Roberts said he wanted “everyone to know
of the gratitude we have for the outreach that was
made after that storm.”

“You know, it’s not just the dollars,” he
added. “You get a check in a mail — it might be
10 bucks, it might be $10,000, but it’s also the
support you have from that and the encourage-
ment.”

There are other examples of post-Katrina
progress, among many. Five of the six Mississippi
Episcopal Church buildings Katrina destroyed
have been rebuilt (including St. Mark’s). Three
congregations have completely rebuilt their
churches and associated buildings and three have
rebuilt their worship space and future plans for
expansion. The sixth, Church of the Redeemer in
Biloxi, will probably be dedicated before the end

of the year, according to Gray.
In doing so, the diocese took a risk with the

three churches whose members decided to re-
locate inland off the gulf: St. Mark’s, Church of
the Redeemer and St. Patrick’s in Long Beach.
“We made very intentional, philosophical deci-
sions [that] it was not appropriate to lay on to
these three churches the interest payment on
these loans until the property sold,” Gray said in a
telephone interview with ENS.

The intent was to sell the gulf-front land to
help cover the cost of the inland purchases, the
bishop explained, “assuming within five years we
would have had some movement on that property
and [then] the recession hits us and ... develop-
ment has basically come to a standstill.”

The diocesan budget has been “paying a size-
able chunk of interest on those properties,” Gray
said. “Eventually, they’re going to be very good
investments, but just in the short term — and that
short term maybe up to 10 years - we’ve got a
cash flow problem.”

Still, Gray said, there has been little protest
from the rest of the diocese.

“The broader diocese has increasingly under-
stood what it means to be connected one to
another,” Gray said. “That was theoretical for sev-
eral years until we dealt with it in Katrina.”

Roberts echoed that sentiment when he
noted that, in the midst of the diversity of the
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion
and its ensuing tensions, unity has come during
such times as the aftermath of Katrina or the
January earthquake in Haiti. St. Mark’s, for
instance, donated to earthquake-relief efforts in
Haiti, Roberts said. “When we are trying to do
some of our outreach projects, we are always
reminding people of how other people jumped in
to assist not just us at St. Mark’s but the whole of
the people of the coast area. That’s once again a
reminder and an encouragement for us.”
The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg is a national
correspondent of Episcopal News Service and edi-
tor of Episcopal News Monthly.

Katrina
Continued from page 1

Price
Continued from page 7

Price will manage the operations budget and
make sure that all the lease agreements between
the federal government and the Board of Trustees
are fulfilled.   

After more than a year of negotiations, the
All Saints’ Board entered into a lease agreement
with the federal government in August of 2009
which provided that most of the campus be used
to train young adults from around the nation to
work with environmental, public safety, educa-
tional and emergency response projects.  The
training takes ten months to complete. 

Money from the lease agreement is used for
the operations budget and also to pay off debts
left over from the school.  In a few years, All
Saints’ will be debt free. 

Price said that the position of Operations
Director is a part-time job and involves business
of the school as well as property management.
Former students are still able to get copies of
transcripts by contacting Price and alumni are
always welcomed to visit. 

“We welcome all former students to come by
and visit the campus,” said Susan Price who helps
her husband with the day to day duties.  “The
alumni center, located on the bottom floor of the
chapel, is almost finished.”

The new alumni center will have a patio
attached to it where contributors are honored by
having their names engraved into bricks that make
up the patio floor.  Bricks may be purchased
through Susan at a cost of $50.00. 

The Prices live in the recently remodeled rec-
tory on the campus and they also are keeping
their home south of Vicksburg which Richard built
himself of a two year period beginning in 1982.  

The Rev. John Jenkins was asked by the All
Saints’ Board to help out in the wake of the
school’s closing and played a pivotal role in the
management of the All Saints’ Campus .  Jenkins
also helped establish the All Saints’ Alumni
Association which Susan Price helped get off the
ground. 
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The lessons for the last few Sundays have been about “being Christian.”
What  the attributes of  Christian are.  What must we do to “be”
Christians.  In my sermon yesterday, 9/5, I called these the “fine print” of
answering the call.  But many of us don’t read the fine print, even if it is
spelled out for us as it was in yesterday’s gospel reading.  Jesus asks for
our entire being, not just a part of it on Sunday morning.  The Rev. Lee
Winter, Rector of Resurrection, Starkville, wrote this about one aspect of
that total “being.”

I made the mistake of going to our “big box” store the Monday after I
returned from vacation. We needed to restock some groceries. I didn’t

remember until the parking lot came into view that this was “moving in” time. What an incredible
mess! Some things were flying off the shelves faster than they could be restocked. 

What was interesting to me was the difference in the way people handled the crowds and chaos.
Most folks seemed to simply see it as the inevitable result of a lot of people needing to do the same
thing all at once and not having a lot of choices about where they could get TV’s, food, bedding, etc.,
all in one place. They were busy but keeping their cool. This shopping might not be fun. I, for one,
usually don’t enjoy shopping to begin with. However, a lot of the folks there were excited about start-
ing college, a new school year, and the upcoming football season. Even in my haste to get out of there,
it was fun to see all that enthusiasm. 

Others seemed to see every difficulty and delay as a personal affront. They were snapping at each
other and at the employees. You could see the anger and resentment in their faces. Even their posture
and the way they walked telegraphed their unhappiness. Their response to stress seemed to be “lash
out at anyone and everyone.” 

Having delivered more than one young person to college more than a few times, I know how
stressful the whole thing can be on the best of days. There are competing schedules, priorities, and
financial needs/wants... Not to mention the coming separation from a beloved family member. 

Even given the special stresses of the day, though, you can usually see those same patterns in gen-
eral in the way we cope with tasks and challenges. Can we take things in stride with humor and grace
or at least with tolerance? Or do we turn our stress into aggression be it overt or the famous “passive-
aggressive?” 

There are a lot of chemical solutions - nothing wrong with the right medicine for the right rea-
sons. Some others aren’t so “right.” However, we may have to also consider the spiritual dimensions.
There’s a good bit in scripture about unwarranted anger, mistreating those around us, and how much
good “being anxious” does. There is even some advice about how to handle such things. It doesn’t
have to do with the “deserving-ness” of the other but our center, the foundation of whatever peace or
joy we know. 

The old saw is that grim disciples make sour wine. Surely, we grieve certain things and know
legitimate sadness and God promised to be with us no matter how bad things get. Still, Jesus also said
something about coming among us that God’s joy might be in us and our joy would be perfect or com-
plete. Christ wants us to know joy at our very core and let that light of Christ shine through our atti-
tude and actions. That’s not the same as being “happy” at each and every moment - my visit to the
store was not exactly fun - but it does show up in the way we approach our relationships and chal-
lenges. If God is with us....

Peace be with you!

By Denny Allman

Ring Around the Collar

By Donna Lydick
In 1981, Bishop Duncan M. Gray, Jr. and Presiding Bishop John M.

Allin sponsored the creation of the Mississippi Diocesan Altar Guild.  To
get the process under way, Bishop Gray, Jr. called women from all over
the Diocese to meet in Jackson to act as a steering committee for the
creation of a Diocesan altar guild organization.  Their meetings pro-
duced recommendations all of which were approved by Bishop Gray, Jr.

Among these recommendations was the obvious need of a Board
of Directors and, selected from with that group, Bishop Gray, Jr.
appointed the following:  Directress, Mrs. Joseph P. Melvin, St.
Andrew’s, Jackson; Co-Directress, Mrs. Ray Wells, St. Columb’s, Jackson;
Mrs. Jerrald Nations, Redeemer, Brookhaven, Recording Secretary; Mrs.
J. W. Karpf, St. Francis of Assisi, Philadelphia, Treasurer.  Convocation
Representatives were:  Mrs. Marvin Cutler, All Saints’, Grenada, Northern; Mrs. W. W. Ramsey, Holy
Trinity, Vicksburg, Old River; Mrs. C. N. Cannon, St. Francis of Assisi, Philadelphia, Tombigbee; Mrs.
George Lingle, St. John’s, Ocean Springs, Coast; and Mrs. E. S. Van Cleve, St. Stephen’s, Indianola,
Delta.

With Bishop Gray’s approval, this newly appointed Board went to work and rapidly adopted by-

laws.  With this done, establishing their purpose became their next pri-
ority.  1) they knew that the chapel at Gray Center needed attention, so
it immediately became their permanent responsibility and a weekend
there shaped up the Sacristy and the little Sanctuary; 2)  the publishing
of a newsletter to member churches for the purpose of placing
unneeded items from various churches into use by young parishes and
or missions; 3) supplying stoles for newly ordained deacons; 4) craft-
ing banners for each convocation; 5) providing speakers and work-
shops for meetings.  THESE SERVICES CONTINUE TODAY!  The
MSDAG’s immediate compassionate response to the suffering of the
coastal parishes after Katrina is perhaps their most laudatory ministry.

The summer of 1981 was another hot one, but the founders came
from far and near in response to our wonderful Bishop Gray, Jr.  who

led and inspired these women and enriched our lives by adding this valuable resource to the fabric of
our Mississippi Diocese.

Today, the diocesan altar guild is alive and well and approaching its thirtieth birthday with a cele-
bratory convocation in the fall of 2011.  Details of this event will be published soon.

A diocesan blessing: Mississippi Altar Guild soon to celebrate 30 years

Editor’s note: The piece below is an edited entry from David Knight’s blog, Much Nothing about Ado,
which may be found on the net at www.kanite.blogspot.com.

Five Year Thoughts
By David Knight

All week we’ve been flooded with images - special reports each night on the news, the obligatory
“before and after” shots, the interviews (often with the tears and shock of 5 years ago coupled with
either “we’re back” or “we are still struggling”).

I don’t even know where to begin, in reflecting on these five years.  Do I talk, again, about those
early days? The horror of riding that storm out, how it felt, sounded and smelled: the incessant howl-
ing (screaming) of the wind, the nauseating feeling in my gut; the way the low pressure made our ears
hurt; the terror of watching a roof peel off behind you and wondering if you’ve put your family in
harm’s way;  being so grateful for the friends who sheltered us and took loving care of us for weeks
after; the miracle of our own home surviving when so much was destroyed; the church flattened; final-
ly being able to make phone calls - randomly and not often; finding my oldest daughter with the men-
tally handicapped people she evacuated from the group home she worked in, evacuated to Lord-knows
where, and took us 3 days to find her and see her and know she was ok; the utter despair at the
incomprehensible mountains of debris- tens of millions of yards; the unbelievable flooding of every
stream, river, bayou, bay, creek and drainage canal; helicopters and National Guard trucks, and people
simply undone.

There I was, a person who actually prefers a little structure, a plan, something to attack and meas-
ure, and each day brought complete chaos with no plan. What we did was just get up early, Jennifer
and I, and headed to the relief center, helping the volunteers who came by the hundreds to setup and
unload; to tend to medical needs in the miracle of a medical clinic run and managed by my wife; to
begin the clean up and removal and to hold a hand and say a prayer.

I remember being so proud and teary as some teens from my church came and helped us at
Camp Coast Care. They laughed and worked and played with kids that came in. Each one these young
people had lost their own homes and were staying with others, as so many families were. If you had a
house standing you had other people in there with you.

Do I step away, or write about the friend in Hattiesburg, a Chevy dealer?  He loaned me a pickup
truck that I filled up with supplies and drove around to all the tent “villages to give away  what I had,
and money if I had it too, and then go back for more supplies and do it all over again. What a gift that
truck proved to be. 

It’s been five years of rebuilding, of watching people come and go, of praying for direction, of
traveling the country, meeting so many people whose hearts were changed because Jesus said, “Go,”
and they did. And oh how I prayed Psalm 126 over and over, declared it for us, made it our own per-
sonal promise from God: “When the Lord restored Zion, then we were like those who dream, our
mouths were filled with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy. The Lord has done great things
for us, and we are filled with joy”. 

There is so much more to say, people to thank, stories to recall. The archives of this blog reveal a
lot, but my heart has so much more. 

But this has been long enough. Sunday August 29th   marks five years. We won’t look back much,
or even dwell too long in sadness. We have a new church, a playground to bless, Stations of the Cross
to dedicate, vestments to pray over. We will give thanks to the army, God’s army,that gave time,
money, prayers, support, to help us. 

We still have far to go, but our mouths are filled with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy.
For we have been supported and loved and helped made whole by the people of God: by our brothers
and sisters in Christ. May God be pleased.
The Rev. David Knight is the rector of St. Patrick’s, Long Beach.
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The combined EYCs of the Cathedral and St. James’, Jackson made a mission trip to Nashville to help
with the flood relief effort.  Pictured are, back row, l to r,  Wilson Montjoy, Sarah McLean Archer,
Loden Snell, Daniel Gallarno, Phillip Burnett, Bill Cruse, Andrew McLarty.  Middle Row:  Skylar
Menist, Caroline Jaques, Honey Holman, Lee Schmidt, Avery Villaret   Front Row: Jake Thrasher,
Peyton Parker.

By Annie Cumberland
The EYCs of Saint James’, Jackson and the Cathedral returned safely from the annual End of

Summer Trip.  This year we visited St. Mary’s Cathedral in Memphis and St. Bart’s in Nashville.  We left
on Sunday morning, arriving in Memphis in time to see the Civil Rights Museum before enjoying a
meal with the Very Reverend Andy Andrews. 

While at St. Mary’s we talked about Constance and her companions, the nuns that stayed through
the epidemic in Memphis.  They are part of our church’s celebrations of Lesser Feasts and Fasts.

In Nashville, we focused on mission.  The EYC worked at two different sites in West Nashville;
both were homes that sustained damage during the floods earlier this year.  At one home, we helped a
resident who was without water.  He needed assistance with maintaining his yard.

At another home, the group helped an elderly woman who needed carpet removal and yard work.
We also moved many of her flood-damaged items to the street where they could be removed by the
city services.  The youth also volunteered at St. Luke’s Community House, helping to sort donations.
Each youth received twelve well-earned service hours.

When not working, we played games, saw Nashville’s Parthenon, ate at the San Antonio Taco
Company, and prayed together. 

The Rev. Annie Cumberland is the Diocesan Youth Coordinator and soon to married (Sept. 24th) to
the Rev. Gates Elliott who serves at Chapel of the Cross, Madison.

Nashville flood area target of EYC trip

Bishop’s letter encourages congregations to embrace Cursillo
By Scott Lenoir

In a letter to all Mississippi Cursillitas (those who have gone through a Cursillo
weekend) Bishop Gray III called ministry “both an old friend, and a cutting edge
model for the new church that seeks to be born in our generation.” 

Gray noted that the medical missions to Honduras and Panama as well as signif-
icant growth in all outreach ministries in the 1980s and 90s were direct products of
the primarily lay led Cursillo movement.

“In addition, the use of small groups beyond the weekend, a rule of life and
ongoing accountability to one another...are keys to a future church that is being
pushed to make the fullness of God’s grace ever more accessible,” wrote Gray. 

Gray has committed himself to serve on staff each year —  his next commitment
is in April of 2011 — and encourages others, especially clergy to do the same.  

“I ask for your openness to (Cursillo’s) use in your congregation.  If you need

to familiarize yourself with its focus, content and mission, contact the Revds, Sam
Godfrey or Mary Berry.  Both priests serve as Cursillo spiritual directors for this dio-
cese.” 

The next Cursillo is October 21-24, an especially beautiful time of year at Gray
Center.  Application forms, addresses and other helpful information is available
through your parish Cursillo coordinator and the Diocesan website. 

For those who have not been a part of the Cursillo ministry, Bishop Gray urges
them to consider finding space in the next year to experience one of the weekends

Gray stated that as people invite others to participate in the ministry, it should be
done with the  understanding that Cursillo is intended to help nurture leadership in
the congregation rather than being used as a therapeutic resource for problems. 

Applications for the October weekend are still being received.  Log on to
www.cursillo.dioms.org to learn more. 

By Betsy Baumgartin
St. John’s Episcopal Church in Leland welcomed new and returning Teach for America staff to the Delta by hosting a cook-

out at the parish on August 25th. 
Teachers from Washington and surrounding counties enjoyed the good food, fellowship and live music provided by, St.

John’s parishioner, William McGee. The event gave the teachers an opportunity to learn about St. John’s, meet local community
leaders as well as meet other Teach For America corps members. 

Teach For America, begun in 1990, has over 28,000 men and women placed in low income communities.  Teach for
America is one of the largest providers of teachers for low income communities in the nation today. 

St. John’s parishioners extended a warm welcome to the corps members and community leaders in Washington County.
To learn more about Teach for America, log on to www.teachforamerica.org.

The Rev. Betsy Baumgartin is the vicar of St. John’s, Leland; Redeemer, Greenville; and St. Paul’s, Hollandale.

Teach For America Welcomed to the Delta

Humphreys
McGhee and

son, William,
liven the cook-

out atmosphere
with a few

musical
favorites,

McGhee style. 

St. John’s, Leland parishioners Frank Howell and Debbie Lewis help serve at
Teach For America cookout last month which welcomed the corps members
back to the Delta.

The St. Alban’s
Annual Fall Festival
will be October 30th
and 31st .  Civil War

re-enactors, like the
group above giving a
21 gun salute during

a memorial service
for Robert Hyde

Woodson, will be
present for the 

festival.
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By Chuck Barlow
A dinner in honor of Bishop Zebedee Masereka of Uganda will be

hosted by Bishop Gray III at Chapel of the Cross in Madison in late
October.  The dinner will be held Saturday, October 30th, at 6:00 pm
at the Chapel of the Cross and all are invited to attend . 

Bishop Masereka is one of our fellow Anglican communicants, the
former Bishop of Uganda, and the founder of the Bishop Masereka
Christian Foundation (BMCF) located in Kasese, Uganda. 

Bishop Masereka will be travelling in the US for a two month long
fund-raising tour visiting the Dioceses that support BMCF and reaching
out to other Parishes and Dioceses that might feel a call to mission.  

The vision of BMCF is to work towards a region that is free of
HIV/AIDS and where every orphaned and vulnerable child attains the
best level of education, like any other child. The foundation’s mission
is to provide programs for HIV/AIDS prevention in the communities in

Kasese District and the region, care for people infected by HIV/AIDS
and to assist children orphaned by HIV/AIDS with school fees. 

Dinner will be on the grounds and/or in the Parish Hall,
depending on weather.  The dinner costs $18.00 per person and
other offerings to support the foundation will be gratefully accepted
as well. 

Please RSVP (by October 22nd ) to insure an adequate number
of meals are prepared and also to avoid waste. Proceeds of the din-
ner will be donated to BMCF. Please RSVP to Tori Lipscomb at 601
352 8377, or by email to reception@bejarch.com.

For more information on BMCF, please visit the website at
BMCF.org.

Chuck Barlow is a communicant at Chapel of the Cross, Madison. 

EVENTS

Bishop Masereka and Bishop Gray in Jinja, Uganda near the
source of the Nile River. 

Bishop Gray hosts dinner in honor of Bishop Masereka

By Tom Fortner
For the first time in diocesan history, those attending the

184th Annual Council in Jackson may register online. Not only
will early registrants make history, they will also have their reg-
istration fee discounted and thereby reap rewards for planning
ahead. 

Go to the diocesan web site, www.dioms.org and click on
the council icon on the right, or go directly to the registration
form at http://annualcouncil.dioms.org.

Registration for clergy, delegates, alternates and visitors is
$85 now, but will cost $95 in November and $105 in January.
The $40 registration fee for college representatives, seminari-
ans, spouses of retired clergy and seminarians and young adults
under 35 will be $45 in November and $50 in January.

With the council activities taking place in the new Jackson
Convention Complex, there is plenty of room for vendors and exhibitors to showcase arts and crafts
and share information about church ministries. Booth space for vendors in “Mission Marketplace” is
$85 for vendors selling merchandise not affiliated with the diocese and $45 for vendors not affiliated
with the diocese but who are only exhibiting, not selling. Space is free to vendors, selling or exhibiting,
affiliated with the diocese of Mississippi, but they must register for council.  Contact Emily Salmon at
Esalmon1@aol.com for more information and to register for booth space. 

Host churches for annual council, the theme of which is Sprit of Mission, are four metro area
parishes of St. Alexis’, St.Columb’s, St. James’ and St. Mark’s.  Each has been vibrantly expressed in the
council logo created by St. James parishioner Heidi Barnett. 

Events will showcase both the convention center complex and the restored King Edward Hotel.
The King Edward will be the site for the Friday evening event called “Southern Soul at the King.”  And,
although not a part of the council agenda, a jazz brunch Sunday after the service will be at the King
Edward. Shuttles will run to and from the convention center from the King Edward, the Marriott and
the Roberts Walthall.

The four host parishes will also host a Saturday night barbecue at St. James with music by Hunter
Gibson and the Gators. Shuttles will also be available for that event. 

T-shirts with the council logo are also available for purchase online. The 100 percent cotton shirts
are $10 (short sleeves) and $15 (long sleeves).

Tom Fortner is a parishioner at St. James’, Jackson.

By Scott Lenoir

All Saints’ Campus in Vicksburg, the home of the southeastern regional AmeriCorp training center, is now overseen by Richard Price, a 30 year veteran Corp of
Engineers Division Chief who retired September 3rd. 

Price and his wife, Susan, have deep roots at All Saints.  Price’s mother and aunts went to college there and one of his aunts, Edith Miller, was the academic
dean in the 1960s and 70s.

Susan Price taught biology at All Saints’ began her association with All Saints’ in the 1985 where she was a substitute teacher.  She eventually received her
teacher’s license and taught biology at the school until it closed in 2006. 

“My job is to represent the All Saints’ Board of Trustees for the operation of the campus and to report to the board at its meetings,” said Price.  

Price Director of Operations at All Saints’ Campus

184th Annual Council planning 
to include online registration

Price, Continued on page 4 Richard and Susan Price
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In the eucharist I preach, celebrate and confirm two in a very special liturgy, good food and fellowship follows.
August 9 — Spend most of the day participating in the Cecil and Bob Brunson Memorial Golf Tournament for the benefit of the American Cancer Society. Very hot, but lots of fun.

Evening meeting with the Vestry of St. Philip’s where they receive the resignation of their rector, the Rev. Tom Slawson. Difficult moment for all concerned.
August 10 — Staff meetings in the morning. Afternoon appointments with Ms. Ellen Nobles, LESM board chair. At the end of the day, I visit with the Rev. Bruns Myers. Today is Peter’s birthday, a gift to Kathy and
me 27 years ago.
August 11 — Briefly in office in the morning then drive to Vicksburg for a visit to All Saints’ School and its AmeriCorps program. Lunch with Richard and Susan Price to discuss their new role at All Saints’ as man-
agers of the property. Later, along with Kathryn McCormick, I meet with key administrators of the AmeriCorps program to ensure communication between the AmeriCorps program and the All Saints’ facility.

Drive to Gray Center for meeting with the Commission on Ministry in the evening. Home in the evening to help Tabitha
prepare to leave tomorrow for college.
August 12 — Drive Tabitha to Hinds Community College and help her and her roommate move into their room. Very special
moment.

Return to Gray Center for meeting with Commission on Ministry and our seminarians. Spend most of the afternoon with
individual sessions with seniors.
August 13 — At Gray Center where I divide my time with the Standing Committee and the Commission on Ministry.
Conclude in late afternoon.
August 14 — Drive to the Coast for a full weekend of events. In the early afternoon, I celebrate the eucharist, confirmed 2
and anoint for healing a member of St. Patrick’s Church in Long Beach. It is a very special service under special circum-
stances. I am deeply moved.

Drive to Bay St. Louis for a celebration of the eucharist to mark the end of our ministry through LESM of Mission on the
Bay and its predecessor, Camp Coast Care. These two facilities have hosted over 60,000 volunteers since Katrina and have
gutted or rebuilt almost 1,500 homes. Its ministry has brought hope to many on the Coast and inspired the hearts of tens of
thousands throughout this country and the world. It is a holy thing that has been done here. “Well done, good and faithful
servant.”

Overnight in Biloxi offer a very full and emotional day.
August 15 — Up early to make my annual visitation to the Church of the Redeemer, Biloxi. I preach and celebrate at both
morning services. At the second service, I confirm two and receive one. The Rev. Harold Roberts has announced his retire-
ment as rector effective May 30, 2011. Thus, my meeting with the vestry following lunch is full of conversation about the
blessing of their new church building (December 12) and the process of funding a new rector. Very hope-filled meeting.

Make my way down the Coast to Gautier where I meet first with the Vicar of St. Pierre’s, the Rev. Hunter Isaac. After our
“annual consultation” I meet with the Mission Committee to listen to their hopes and dreams for St. Pierre’s. At the evening
eucharist, I preach, celebrate, confirm 10 and receive 2 as some from St. John’s, Ocean Springs join us for the liturgy.

Dinner follows with the St. Pierre’s specialties - gumbo and boiled crabs. A feast fit for a king!
Overnight in Biloxi.

August 16 — Return to Jackson in the morning. Free most of the day. Meet with the Vestry of St. Andrew’s Cathedral for my
annual visit with them.

The Bishop’s Journal
Continued from page 3

Annual Clergy Conference
Continued from page 1

Pre Conference Events: Bishop’s Open 
and the Inaugural Canon’s Cup

Two pre conference events are scheduled for
clergy to participate: the Annual Bishop’s Open and
the Inaugural Canon’s Cup, a disc golf tournament.

The Bishop’s Open will be held at Colonial Golf
and Country Club in Jackson this year.  Tee time 10:00
a.m. Tuesday and the cost is $45.00 per person which
includes cart, golf, and lunch.  Registration is from
9:00 to 9:45. 

As the Rev. David Johnson is on sabbatical, cub
reporter Scott Lenoir takes over the organization with
the able assistance of the Rev. Brian Seage.  Please
email Scott at slenoir1@comcast.net if you plan to
participate in the Bishop’s Open and include your
handicap so we may organize the teams.  If you do not
know your handicap, please reveal what you shoot on
18 holes. 

This year’s competition will be, as it was last year,
a scramble with the lowest team receiving the coveted
Bishop’s Open trophy. 

The Inaugural Canon’s Cup will tee off at Camp
Bratton Green on Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m.
with registration at 9:00 a.m. in the camp parking lot.
The event is organized by the Rev. Robert Wetherton
and will be a doubles scramble.  There will be two :
first from the white tees and after lunch from the blue
tees.   

The cost is $25.00 a team.  There will be a
refreshment cart making the rounds and  all funds will
go to support Camp Bratton-Green. 

FAITHFUL
DEPARTED

Mrs. Hortense West, 100, communi-
cant of St. James, Jackson, died on
August 8, 2010

Betty Lee Gordon Watson, 81, com-
municant of Advent, Sumner, died
August 8, 2010.

Ms. Elizabeth Sandifer, 88, communi-
cant of Christ Episcopal Church,
Vicksburg, died August 13, 2010.

John Daniels, 83, communicant of St.
Thomas, Belzoni, died August 27, 2010

Dootsie Parker Murphy, 68, commu-
nicant of Christ Church, Bay St. Loui,
died August, 21, 2010. 

C. L. “Buddy” Hardy, Jr., 74, commu-
nicant of Christ Episcopal Church,
Vicksburg, died August 29, 2010.

Pam Clearman, 45, communicant of St.
Peter’s, Oxford, died August 30, 2010.

By Mary Bet Evans
Wearing work clothes, boots, t-shirts,
caps, and sweat bands, like they wore
after the storm, the congregation of
St. John’s, Pascagoula, gathered on
Sunday, August 29, to worship and
remember the 5th anniversary of hur-
ricane Katrina. Part of this special day
was a pot luck dinner, which was pre-
pared “as though the food is thawing
in the freezers, and we have to cook
what we can.” Happily, this was not
the case, and the food was abundant,
not reminiscent of the MRE’s so wel-
comed when served by the military.
The centerpieces of the tables were
composed of cleaning supplies,
gloves, face masks, Tylenol, and sunflowers, like the ones that sprang up everywhere from the scat-
tered birdseed that took root that fall five years ago. A cross made of sheetrock signed by many of
our volunteers, was a reminder of the “sheetrock ministry”, which provided people in the area with
material to help rebuild their houses.
A highlight of the day was a blood drive, a first for St. John’s, sponsored by the Outreach
Commission . The Blood Center was set up in the church nursery and was manned by their capable
nurses. From 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. they were kept busy by a stream of parishioners of all ages who
were eager to help their community with the “gift of life”. In all 31 pints of blood were given, which
means 93 people will be provided with help in their time of need.
This is one way St. John’s continues to honor the blessings that were received from the volunteers
from parishes all over Mississippi and the United States, whose acts of selfless giving have been our
inspiration in giving back where we can.

Mary Bet Evans is a parishioner at St. John’s, Pascagoula. 

Remembering Katrina

St. John’s, Pascagoula held a parish blood drive on the 5th
Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina.  Pictured is St. Jonn’s
Outreach Commissioner, Connie Belk, doing her part in
giving.
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OUR DIOCESE
Level III Formation for CGS offered in diocese

By Scott Lenoir
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd has different levels of training offered to those who teach this

program to children in their parishes and missions.  Level III training is hard to get and, according to
Course Coordinator, Sloane McKellar, the training is a rare opportunity for catechists to further their
education.

“This level of training is truly ground breaking for this part of the country and we’re expecting a
crowd of people to attend,” said McKellar, a catechist and parishioner at Chapel of the Cross in
Madision. 

The course format is done over a five weekend period to begin September 16-18 at Chapel of the
Cross and ending in September of 2011.  

“The course objectives for Level III build upon the foundation of the Level I and Level II work with
6-9 year old children.  The work of Level III centers on presenting the methodology and guiding princi-
ples of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for the 9-12 year old child,” said McKellar.  Level II train-
ing is required before registration for Level III. 

The formation leader is Donna Turner of Jackson, Tennessee who has been a catechist since 1994
and has worked with children at all three levels. Turner serves the National Association of CGS on the
Formation Committee and has been a formation leader since 2001. 

Mckellar says that the course is limited to 20 participants and 16 of those are from the Jackson area
Episcopal and Catholic churches.  At this writing, there are two spaces open- one of which may be filled
by a catechist from Los Angeles.

A date to remember: Tuesday, October 12
Pre-Clergy conference event: The Bishop’s Open
Colonial Golf Club, Jackson
Register with Scott Lenoir, slenoir1@comcast.net
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By Janet C. Nail

You have the sili-
cone bracelet, the 
t-shirt, the baseball cap.
You look at them con-
stantly, asking the ques-
tion whenever you have
a decision to make.

But have you noticed that Jesus would do
just what you really want to do?  He would trade
in his older compact car for a really cool cab
pickup so that he could haul the disciples out
into the desert.  He would buy Mary those to-
die-for Jimmy Choos; he would want his mother
to look prosperous.  He would skip church to
play golf, go fishing, go waterskiing, go to the
Super Bowl.  He would....

But you get the picture.  We ask “What
would Jesus do?”, but do we know Jesus well
enough to answer this?

When reading the news, one wonders
whether this question really means anything to
us.  We see the results of greed, selfishness, the
cult of self; scientists fake data in their research,
financial operations have given us insider trad-
ing and the prime mortgage fiasco.  And when is
the last time you heard civil discourse in politics?
What has happened?

In the early eighties, the faculty of Harvard
introduced a Moral Reasoning division to the
undergraduate curriculum, after deciding that
they could no longer ignore the embarrassment
of seeing so many of their graduates involved in
these sleazy practices.  Why were these bright,
well-educated young men and women doing
such things?

The faculty decided that they were equip-
ping students with a good command of the
humanities and the sciences, but they had virtu-
ally no preparation for using their education in a
morally responsible manner.  They were experts
on facts, but novices on values.  The Moral
Reasoning was created, and students were
required to take at least one course in order to
graduate.  It was a small step intended to do
something about a malady that afflicted not only
the students but society at large.

Harvey Cox was asked to teach a course
that would focus on the moral example and
teachings of Jesus.  And out of his course came
the book WHEN JESUS CAME TO HARVARD
(Houghton Mifflin, 2004).

Why Jesus?  The course was intended not
only for Christians, but for Jews, Buddhists,
Moslems, Hindus, atheists and agnostics-every-
one, in fact.  Wouldn’t the non-Christians be
offended?  How can you teach moral reasoning
when there may be no common ground?

It turns out that the common ground was
Jesus.  All faiths knew and revered Jesus,
although for different reasons.  Even the atheists
and the agnostics admired Jesus, even as they
questioned and/or denied God.  And Jesus came
to Harvard.

First of all, I want to assure you that read-
ing this book is a delight; Harvey Cox is an
excellent writer as well as a respected theolo-
gian.  And I could see someone using this book
as the basis of a study group or Sunday school
class.  

In developing the class, Cox found that his
first task was helping students to get acquainted
with Jesus.  He began by introducing noted fig-
ures for whom Jesus was the principal inspira-
tion.  They studied Gandhi, who never became a
Christian but tried to base his life on the Sermon
on the Mount; Martin Luther King, who found in
Jesus the model for his own nonviolence and his
vision of a racially inclusive community; Dorothy
Day, founder of the Catholic Worker Movement,
who tried her best to follow Jesus’ pattern of
poverty and simplicity; Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
whose determination to follow Jesus led to the
gallows at Flossenberg,

But something still was missing.  One stu-
dent asked, in seriousness, “Why does nearly
everyone we study in this course end up getting
crucified, shot or hanged?”  He elaborated that
he was genuinely inspired by Jesus’ concern for
the poor and outcast, but he himself intended to
find a satisfying job someday, get married, raise
a family, and be a good citizen of his community
and the world.  He wanted to do the right thing,
of course, but he wasn’t sure he was up to con-
fronting the Roman legions.

Cox found that when the students looked
to Jesus as a living example of how to make
moral decisions, they were often puzzled.  Were
they supposed to take everything he said (and
did) literally?  Were they supposed to sell all
they possessed and give to the poor?  (That
seemed irresponsible to them.)  Did he really
expect them to take no thought of tomorrow
when a term paper was due and he had sched-
uled the final exam?  What exactly did it mean to
follow Jesus?

These issues that arose at the beginning of
the course led to a revision of what Cox taught.
He realized that he would have to introduce the
students to Jesus, the rabbi, and teach the sto-
ries: the stories people told about Jesus and the
stories Jesus told.  

He began with Mary.  An ad in the person-
als of the Harvard Crimson looking for women
to donate eggs to be used for in vitro fertiliza-
tion; specifically, “an intelligent, healthy, and
very attractive woman 19-30 years old of English-
American descent...5’4”-5’7”, small to medium
build with brown/blue eyes.”  A student asked to
write a term paper comparing this ad to the
Annunciation.  Somewhat taken aback, Cox
agreed.  And he began to consider the role of
Mary.  Why was she chosen?  The Bible is silent
on this question, hinting that God chooses
whom He will, and His choice may indeed
appall us.  But Mary has always reflected the
ideas of the person who speculates; Cox himself
feels that the revolutionary Mary described by a
radical Latin American priest may be closer to
the truth, given the words of the Magnificat.  But
however we see Mary, we know that she would
not have been chosen by any of the elite in
Palestine; she was not the type they were look-
ing for to bear the Messiah.  But apparently she
was what God was looking for.  And the back-
ground for the revolutionary Jesus, the rabbi
who scandalized Palestine, was set.

Cox constantly reminds his students — and
us — that Jesus was a Jew, and he followed the
Law of Moses.  His revolutionary act was to turn
the interpretation of the Law upside down.  In
his discussion of the parables Cox shows how
Jesus did this, always giving his listeners a new
approach to God’s word.  The parable of the
Good Samaritan, for example, was a version of
our joke about “an Englishman, an American,

and a Frenchman walk into a bar....”  The people
in the crowd had heard it and were delighted;
here was the story of the priest, the Levite, and
the Israelite peasant; but what is this?  Jesus
introduced a new element; instead of one of
their own, there was the Samaritan, the despised
foreigner.  Always, Jesus hit them in the solar
plexus with a new vision of God’s kingdom.

Given the wide variety of religious belief in
his classes, Cox proceeded cautiously.  He hesi-
tated to bring up the healing stories, for he felt
these needed the foundation of faith.  But an
encounter with Herbert Benson showed him
that patients who prayed recovered faster than
those who did not.  Could the healing stories be
based on more than faith?  Cox introduced them
to his lesson plans.  Then he had difficulty teach-
ing the Easter story; how can a strictly Christian
belief mean anything to the non-Christian?  But
he found that the Jewish, Moslem, Buddhist, and
Hindu students were as interested in the Easter
story as his Christian students-maybe more so
because it was new to them.  And where did the
resurrection fit in a class on moral choices?  Cox
pointed out that in all the post-resurrection
appearances, Jesus told his followers to keep on
doing what he had been doing.  Live the mes-
sage, walk the talk.

A highlight of teaching the Easter story was
a re-creation of the trial of Jesus.  Cox himself
played Pilate, Alan Dershowitz was the defend-
ing attorney,  Allen Callahan was the prosecutor,
and the class was the jury.  Bringing them into
the experience of the trail and crucifixion made
it come alive for the students.  

Unless you fully know the life of Jesus, the
words “What would Jesus do?” mean nothing.
Cox taught students about Jesus and encouraged
them to consider the words and actions of the
rabbi Jesus in making moral choices.

Again, I ask, why Jesus?  THE TEST OF
TIME examines this question in four half-hour
programs.  Combine the dvd with the book and
see why Jesus is important.  

The book WHEN JESUS CAME TO HAR-
VARD is available at your local library.  And you
may borrow the program from the A-V Center.
Call me at 662-998-2327 or e-mail me at grand-
mastruck1994@yahoo.com.  Invite Jesus to your
church; you may be surprised by what you learn!

When Jesus came to Harvard

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Bolton reopened for worship
By Rebecca Blackwell Drake

On Sunday, September 12, 2010, at 4:00 p.m., the Holy
Eucharist was celebrated at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Bolton.
The Reverend Billie Abraham, rector of St. Alban’s Episcopal
Church, Bovina officiated.  The service was the first to be held at
St. Mary’s since the church closed its doors a decade and a half
ago.

In preparation for reopening the historic church, members of
St. Alban’s designated two Saturdays as “work days”.  The first
work day was held August 21st and participants of all faiths came
from Edwards, Bolton and Raymond to help with the clean-up.
During this time, all of the pews and woodwork in the church, 
as well as the beautiful stained glass windows, were cleaned and
repaired.  The next work day was  held Saturday, August 28th
from 8:00 a.m. until noon with a picnic following.

Among those attending the first work day were Carolyn and
Marty Mellon, former members of St. Mary’s, and Dan and Brenda
Mashburn. Dan, a long time member of the Bolton Methodist
Church, recalled growing up in Bolton and going to school in St.
Mary’s parish hall.  

“The Methodist, Baptist and Episcopal churches were like
families in the community,” said Mashburn. Even after St. Mary’s
closed its doors, Dan made sure that the lights on the cross above
the entrance remained lit.  “Only once did the lights on the cross
go out.” stated Dan, “and that was when Katrina hit.”

According to the Rev. Billie Abraham, “Bishop Duncan Gray
III, visited St. Alban’s several weeks ago  and was not at all  sur-
prised that St. Alban’s had come forward with an offer to help
revitalize  St. Mary’s.  The common denominator was an apprecia-
tion for history. St. Alban’s is preparing to celebrate its 153rd
anniversary on the last weekend of October.  St. Mary’s also has a
long history, but it does not have an active congregation at this
time.  That is changing!”

In response to St. Alban’s desire to help revive St. Mary’s, the
Episcopal Diocese gave Abraham permission to reopen the church
and celebrate the Holy Eucharist once a quarter.  Assisting her
efforts will be Harvey Smith, Lay Worship Leader from St. Alban’s,
who will lead Evening Prayer once a month.  
St. Mary’s, Bolton reopened,
Continued on page 11
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SEPTEMBER
15-22
•House of Bishops

21
• Fresh Start, South - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.,
Trinity, Hattiesburg

23
• Fresh Start, North - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., All
Saints’, Tupelo

24
• Allin House closed - Planning for Tomorrow
Conference for Lay Employees, St. James’,
Jackson

26
• Bishop Gray visits:  Mediator/Redeemer,
McComb/Magnolia - 10:30 a.m.
• Bishop Gray visits:  Holy Trinity, Crystal
Springs - 5:00 p.m.

26-29
•Domestic Missionary Partners, Gray Center,
Canton

28
•Gray Center Executive Committee - 5:00 p.m.,
Gray Center, Canton

29
• Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev. Jason
Shelby and St. George’s, Clarksdale - 6:00 p.m.

OCTOBER
1-3
• Presbyters’ Spouses Retreat, Gray Center,
Canton

3
• Bishop Gray visits:  Nativity, Greenwood -
10:00 a.m.

• Bishop Gray visits:  Grace, Carrollton - 
4:00 p.m.

5
•Deadline for submittal to the Mississippi
Episcopalian - 12:00 noon

6-8
• College for Bishops

7
•Diocesan Finance Committee - 11:30 a.m. -
3:30 p.m., St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Jackson

9
• Commission on Ministry - 9:00 a.m. - 12:00
noon, Allin House, Jackson

10
• Bishop Gray visits:  Holy Trinity, Vicksburg -
10:30 a.m.
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. James’, Port Gibson -
5:00 p.m.

12-15
• Clergy Conference, Gray Center, Canton

15-16
•Gray Center Board, Gray Center, Canton

17
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. Peter’s, Oxford - 
11:00 a.m.
• Bishop Gray visits:  Calvary, Michigan City -
4:00 p.m.

18
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. Luke’s, Brandon - 
6:00 p.m.

20
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. Alexis’, Jackson - 
6:30 p.m.

20-24
• Cursillo #119, Gray Center, Canton

21
• Standing Committee - 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.,
Allin House, Jackson

24
• Bishop Gray visits:  Creator, Clinton - 
10:30 a.m.
• Bishop Gray at Cursillo Closing Service - 
2:30 p.m., Gray Center, Canton

29-31
•Happening #72, Nativity, Greenwood

31
• Bishop Gray visits:  All Saints’, Grenada -
10:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER
2
•Deadline for submittal to the Mississippi
Episcopalian - 12:00 noon

5-6
•Gray Center Work Weekend, Gray Center,
Canton

7
• Bishop Gray visits:  All Saints’, Tupelo - 
9:30 a.m.
• Bishop Gray visits:  All Saints’, Jackson - 
6:30 p.m.

9
• Fresh Start, South - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.,
Trinity, Hattiesburg
11
• Fresh Start, North - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 
All Saints’, Tupelo
•Deacons’ Council - 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., 
Allin House, Jackson

12-13
• ECW Fall Conference and Board Meeting,
Gray Center, Canton

12-14
• Jr. High DOY, Camp Bratton Green, Canton

14
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. Francis’, Philadelphia -
11:00 a.m.

14-16
• Presbyter Post-Ordination Consultation, Gray
Center, Canton

16
•Gray Center Executive Committee - 5:00 p.m.

18
•Diocesan Trustees - 2:00 p.m., 
Allin House, Jackson

21
• Bishop Gray visits: St. Paul’s, Corinth - 
11:00 a.m.
• Bishop Gray visits: St. Bernard’s, Okolona -
5:00 p.m.

24-26
• Allin House closed for Thanksgiving

“Terry and Charlie Brantley, members of St. Alban’s church and residents of Edwards, were
responsible for getting the two churches together,” Abraham commented. “Terry and Charlie are
blessed with an extra sense when it comes to networking.  They pulled together citizens of Bolton and
members of St. Albans and scheduled work days so the church could be returned to its proper use; a
place of worship for a faith community.” 

St. Mary’s, located in the heart of Bolton, is one of the oldest Episcopal churches in Hinds
County.  As early as 1855, Bishop William Mercer Green, the first bishop of Mississippi, celebrated the
Holy Eucharist in Bolton. Following the service, Bishop Green wrote in his journal:  “The day was
pleasant and I found, on my arrival, a large congregation of blacks as well as whites comfortably seated
under the cotton shed. The crude extemporary seats were covered with clean cotton bagging and set
on a triple tier of bales.” 

The cotton-shed service compelled local villagers to work for the establishment of an Episcopal
Church in Bolton.  On April 8th, 1872, members of the vestry signed articles related to the organiza-
tion of St. Mary’s Church. Four years later the church was built and the first service in the new church
was held April 10th, 1876, with Bishop Green officiating.

The Collect for the occasion proclaimed: “O most glorious God, whom the heaven of heavens
cannot contain; Graciously accept the Dedication of this place to thy service; and grant that all who
shall call upon thee here may worship thee in spirit and in truth, and may their lives show forth thy
praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen”

Bishop Green later made note of the historic service in his journal: “Preached at Bolton in their
new and beautiful church, which, though in an unfinished state, may claim, both in design and work-
manship, to be an ornament to the Diocese, and a monument in praise of the taste and labor of the
builders.” 

For over a century, St. Mary’s remained active as a church family and played an important role in
the community.  It was a sad day for the town when the church closed its doors due to a dwindling
congregation. 

Abraham says she looks forward to holding services at St. Mary’s. “The interior of the church sets
a prayerful atmosphere. The hardwood carving behind the altar and the stained glass windows
enhance the worship space. The altar linens have been washed and ironed, the vestments have been
cleaned. The church will be completely ready for worship soon.”

September 12th marked the reopening of St. Mary’s, Bolton and all in the diocese are invited to
worship.  Call the Rev. Abraham for the date of the next service.  

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him, and
bless His name.” Psalms 100:4

BILL KING BILL YOUNGBLOOD

601-953-2847

St. Mary’s, Bolton reopened
Continued from page 10
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News from the Center for Formation and Mission:

Come away to a quiet place of retreat September 23-25, 2010 at Gray Center.  Men and
women will gather together in a rhythm of solitude and community, experiencing worship,
silence and spiritual disciplines.  We will consider the thresholds of our own lives and be pres-
ent to listen for God’s invitation.

Our time will begin gathered in worship at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday and we will conclude
at noon on Saturday with lunch.  Plan to arrive around 2:00 p.m. at the main lodge to check
in.  You will be directed to your room in the cottages to get settled.

The guides and spiritual directors of our retreat are Gay Yerger, Formation Director of
the School for Diaconate of the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi and Jane Watts, Consultant
for Spiritual Formation, Center for Ministry at Millsaps. The cost is $210.00. You may go to
www.centerforministry.com  to register on line.  At this web location you will find more infor-
mation on the retreat including a map to Gray Center.   

As we seek to live out of our mission and provide gatherings for education, growth and
care of the soul, the Center for Formation and Mission (CfFM) offers this event in collabora-
tion with the Center for Ministry. 

Other CfFM offerings scheduled for this fall of 2010 at Gray Center include:
• Benedict’s Sacred Reading (December 3-4).  Join other participants for an exploration of
Benedictine thought and practice.  The Reverend Alston Johnston, Rector at Chapel of the
Cross in Madison, is coordinating this event.
• Knitting and Crocheting Advent Retreat (December 3-5).  Knitters and crocheters (beginners
welcome!) will gather for needlework, prayer and reflection, marveling with Mary over God’s
promise to become Emmanuel, God-with-us.  Susan Nix and Jennifer Deaton are coordinating
this event.

Register for these events at http://www.dioms.org/digital_faith/events/  For more informa-
tion, or to share your thoughts and hopes for future CfFM events, please contact The
Reverend Jennifer Deaton, Chair of the CfFM Program Committee, at deatonj@gosaints.org
We look forward to seeing you at Gray Center this fall!

Bright - Youthful - Honest - Caring - Dependable - Committed - Educated - Strong - Loyal - Responsive
- Confident - A People-person - Over 21 years old - Industrious - Self-starter - Good Sense of Humor -
Loves Children - Loves Out-of-doors - Drinks little - Non-smoker - Computer Savvy - Microsoft Office
Literate - Good Command of the English Language - Safe Driver .

If you think you might fill the bill for this much-sought-after position, email your resume to
bhorne@graycenter.org.  Application deadline is August 1, 2010.

Details of this position may be found on our website, www.graycenter.org, Click on the “News”
page button on the left of the home screen and look for Employment Opportunities at Gray Center. 

The Marines are Looking for 
“Just A Few Good Men”

We’re Not So Picky
Spiritual Renewal Retreat 2010

This year’s retreat sponsored by Diocese and The Diocesan Committee on Ministry with LGBT
Persons was held at Gray Center 27-29 August. The leader was The Rev. Dr. Sam Portaro. His theme
was “THUS FAR, BY FAITH: A Conversation on Partnering with God” 

There were over 70 participants from five states and from far away as Ohio. This number also
included 10 clergy. We were particularly pleased that Bishop Gray was able to attend as well as Bishop
Thompson of Louisiana. 

Rooted in Prayer: A Silent Retreat, Crossing Thresholds

Look at Some of the Characteristics You Could 
Find in Our Next Guest Services Attendant:

Questions call Bill Horne, 601-859-1556, M-F, 7am - 5pm.

Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian. 
Send stories and photos to slenoir1@comcast.net

A date to remember: Tuesday, October 7

The Constance and Her Companions Chapter of the Daughters of the King at Chapel of the Cross in
Madison installed seven new members in September: Front row, left to right, Kayo Sykes, Nancy
Bowering, Susan Dressler, Margaret Buhner. Back row, left to right, Laney Crampton, Denice Upton,
Sarah Lofton.
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