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Mississippi’s Children: 
Stepping Out 

of Poverty
By Carol Borne Stewart 

Congregations that have become
members of our ecumenical partner-
ship, Congregations for Children, have
agreed  to three simple actions:  Join
our information network, be involved in
an at-risk program locally and annually
hold a Children’s Sabbath service.

This year, three bishops, The Most
Rev. Joseph Latino, Catholic Diocese of
Jackson, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward,
Resident Bishop of the United
Methodist Conference and The Rt. Rev.
Duncan M. Gray III, our bishop, have
encouraged six regional ecumenical
Children’s Sabbath gatherings to be
held during the week-end of Oct. 17-18,
2008.

Those locations are in McComb,
Jackson,  the Coast, Columbus,
Southaven and Cleveland.  Several of
our congregations will hold celebrations
within their congregation’s Sunday wor-
ship services, as well.  We look forward
to news of these Children’s Sabbath cel-
ebrations in the November issue of the
Mississippi Episcopalian.  Please send
them to the Rev. Carol Stewart at
cbstew@bellsouth.net

Moving from
Scarcity to
Abundance

The economic news of the past four weeks has
not been kind to hundreds of thousands of
Americans and indeed to millions in the world.
Concern about what has happened has rippled
through to our congregations and we have both
heard and imagined scenes that include head shaking
and conversations that start “We’re really going to
have to tighten the budget this year” or “How in the
world are we going to be able to continue (insert
ministry) for next year given the current crisis in our
economy?”

Despite the strong temptation to do so, this is
not the time to think like Jesus’ disciples during
Matthew’s account of the miracle of the feeding of
the five thousand.  “And when it grew late, his disci-
ples came to him and said, ‘This is a lonely place and
the hour is now late; send them away, to go into the
country and villages round about and buy themselves
something to eat.” 

Thinking like this, especially in our critical eco-
nomic times, is succumbing to the cultural idea of liv-
ing in scarcity.  This idea of scarcity, unfortunately,
finds its greatest reward in annual stewardship drives
in the church. Instead of living into the fear of the
disciples in the above story from Matthew, Jesus told
the disciples “You give them something to eat.”  Jesus
refused to give in to the concerns, refused to find a
quick fix, refused to get scared.  He focused on the
possibilities instead of the limitations and by doing
that he shows all of us the gifts of living in abundance
instead of scarcity.

“Be not afraid.”  God has seen our world
through thousands of uncertain times and God has
always been there to nurture, comfort and restore.
God gives us the tools to live in a culture of abun-
dance and the power to make that choice for our-
selves, for our families and for our church.

This is the time to look expectantly at the year
ahead as we offer prayer and thanksgivings for the
abundance of God’s gifts and blessings.  We cannot
make the mistake of believing that the gifts we return
to God, from all that we have been given, need to be
compromised or lessened by these times.  We must
not give to our congregations or to the ministry of
our church from what is left over at the end.  Rather,
we should revel in the freedom we feel when we give
abundantly out of our abundance.

Our challenge is to believe in living out a sense
of abundance and the freedom that comes from this
way of thinking.  Please take some time this fall and
consider not just what has been lost from portfolios,
retirement plans, pensions; these are grave issues,
not to be taken lightly, but please also consider how
your gift to the church can be made thankfully and
used creatively to extend the gifts of the kingdom. 

By Scott Lenoir
On Wednesday, October 1, 2008, St. Mark’s,

Gulfports newly rebuilt facilities were consecrat-
ed to the Glory of God and in honor of The Rt.
Rev. Duncan M. Gray, III, 9th Bishop of
Mississippi.

“We were honored to have Kathy Gray,
Bishop Duncan Gray, Jr. and wife Ruthie, as well
as the bishop’s son Peter and his wife, Guiliana.
This has been a wonderful time to celebrate our
recovery and to rededicate ourselves to the task
of building Christ’s church for the future,” said
the very Rev. Bo Roberts, rector of St. Mark’s.

The newly consecrated church is at the

corner of Cowan-Lorraine Road and Taylor Road,
south of Interstate 10.  The congregation has
been worshipping there since June.

The original church built in 1855 was
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 

“We tried very hard to maintain the old feel-
ing of warmth and a homelike environment.
People who grew up in the old church often
mention how this feels like the old place. This
building is larger, grander, and a very special gift
from God,” said Roberts. 

Roberts, 67, grew up in Biloxi and has been
a part of St. Mark’s for 40 years. 
(See more photos of this event on page 7)

Saturday, September 6, St.
Patrick’s Long Beach broke
ground at a service attended by
the parish and Bishop Gray, III.  

“It was a very emotional
and exciting day for St. Patrick’s
people, a day long in coming,”
said St. Patrick’s rector, the rev.
David Knight.

Construction time is esti-
mated to be 9 or 10 months for
the 2 million dollar, multi-pur-
pose building.  A main hall will
be used for worship and parish
hall space.  There will be a
kitchen, offices, classrooms, and
a space for outreach projects. 

Knight reported that insurance proceeds paid for half of the construction cost with the remainder
raised through a capital campaign and outside donations. 

There is still some fundraising needed to complete the project.  To contribute, one may go
to www.\stpatrickslongbeach.org/ 5000for100 and donate online. 

“The 5000 for 100 campaign is intended to find 5000 individuals or groups (like
EYCs, men’s groups, Sunday School classes, etc. who can give $100 each to help rebuild
our church,” said Knight.

SALUS CRUCE
salvation by 

the cross

St. Patrick’s breaks ground for new church

By Kyle Seage and 

The Rt. Rev. Duncan M. Gray III

“Congregations for Children” 
celebrates Children’s Sabbath 

with the theme:

St. Mark’s new church 
consecrated Oct. 1st

Left to right: Chris Cheek, Senior Warden. Aletha Burge, Building
Committee Chair, Bishop Gray, John Hodges, Choir Master, the
Rev. David Knight, Bruce Davis, Junior Warden break ground on
St. Patrick’s, Long Beach new church last month. 
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October, young though
it is as I write this, is
unfolding beautifully-
except, of course, for
the economic uncertain-
ty that affects us all.
October 1 was signifi-
cant as the date of the
Consecration and

Dedication of St. Mark’s, Gulfport’s, new church
and other parish facilities. It was a momentous
occasion that saw the return to wholeness of
another Coast parish, built farther north much in
its former likeness and dedicated in honor of
Bishop Gray III whose unflagging support has
upheld us all these past three years. We now look
forward (in about nine months, I hear) to similar
ceremonies for St. Patrick’s, Long Beach, also in a
new location, and soon thereafter, we hope, to a
new Church of the Redeemer in Biloxi and Trinity,
Pass Christian. 

I won’t linger on it because it seems long
past now, but I do want to tell you a bit about the
extraordinary Holy Leisure silent retreat I attended
at Gray Center in early August. It was indeed a
wonderful experience and I came away astonished
at how eight people who’d spent two days in total
silence left having miraculously bonded with oth-
ers they’d never met. Each of us came away, I
think, recognizing the need for silence and still-
ness in our lives. I would like to thank the Rev.
Ann Whitaker, rector of Creator, Clinton, for her
incredible spiritual leadership of the retreat. I now
look forward to a week in mid-November at an
icon writing conference at Kanuga.

I’m still fascinated by what our dreams can
tell us about ourselves and particularly now, how
they can help us to heal from trauma. Karen
Bonner, our Mississippi dream counselor extraor-
dinaire, whose dream conference I attended in
2007 at Gray Center, writes that she will be teach-
ing Sunday School at St. Andrew’s Cathedral three
Sundays in November, on “Dreams and Dreamers
in the Bible.” She also offered a dream workshop,

“The Healing Power of Dreams,” at St. Philip’s,
Jackson, October 18, and did the same workshop
in September as part of Millsaps’ Fall Enrichment
program. I am delighted to have made Karen’s
acquaintance and enjoy corresponding with her.
She now has a website www.dreamcounselor.ms
that is well worth visiting. 

Meanwhile, much is happening all over our
busy Diocese as we ease out of Summer back into
the Fall routine and approach Advent and
Christmas. Today is October 6 and so very many of
you, either yesterday or the day before, celebrated
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi with a pet blessing,
recognizing those special creatures in our lives
who ask nothing of us yet reward us with uncondi-
tional love. Among those blessing their pets: All
Saints, Tupelo; St. Peter’s by-the-Sea, Gulfport; St.
Patrick’s, Long Beach; Mediator-Redeemer,
Magnolia; All Saints, Grenada; St. John’s,
Pascagoula; St. Andrew’s Cathedral; Creator,
Clinton (which preceded its Blessing with a Dog
Wash); Nativity, Greenwood; Ascension,
Hattiesburg; Trinity, Yazoo City; Incarnation, West
Point; St. John’s, Ocean Springs (with Hot Dog
Cookout following); St. James, Greenville; and
Holy Innocents, Como. Many of you also thought
of your local Humane Societies and solicited dona-
tions of items they always need. If I’ve missed any-
one, I am truly sorry. Either I didn’t get your
newsletter-or “my dog ate it!”  (Never thought I’d
have the opportunity to use that phrase, but just
can’t resist it this right now.)

Stewardship, formerly a late Fall, November-
ish part of our parish lives, is beginning ever earli-
er. Kicking off or continuing Stewardship cam-
paigns: Incarnation, West Point; St. Stephen’s,
Indianola; Creator, Clinton; St. Andrew’s
Cathedral; St. Peter’s by-the-Sea, Gulfport; St.
John’s, Pascagoula; All Saints, Grenada; Grace,
Canton; Mediator-Redeemer, McComb.

Some parishes are also planning holiday
greenery sales, among them, to date: Mediator-
Redeemer, McComb; and All Saints, Tupelo. 

In other news, Chapel of the Cross, Madison,
celebrated its annual Day in the Country October
4 with all sorts of activities for every imaginable
age. St. Peter’s by-the-Sea, Gulfport, held a
Western “round up” and barbecue at the farm of

Helen and Virgil Gillespie. St. James, Jackson, and
St. Andrew’s Cathedral, participated in the Red
Beans & Rice Competition at Trustmark Park in
October. St. Paul’s, Columbus, held a Marriage
Enrichment Group for six weeks in September and
October. Trinity, Pass Christian has its Pumpkin
Patch open from September 29-October 31. Holy
Trinity, Vicksburg, has what it calls the “full-meal
deal” most Sundays at 8 a.m. when parishioners
get “both souls and stomachs fed,” with Holy
Eucharist, followed by a sumptuous breakfast. St.
John’s, Pascagoula, scheduled a “Mass on the
Grass” for October 26 and planned a
Halloween/All Saints’ Carnival for the same
evening in the parish hall and courtyard. 

St. Patrick’s, Long Beach, remembering the
outpouring of help received by the Mississippi
Coast after Hurricane Katrina, gathered supplies
and donations for Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana
and the Episcopal Diocese of Texas following
Hurricanes Gustav and Ike, respectively.

Trinity, Natchez’s ECW plans a Fall Bake Sale,
Elderhostel luncheons and a Cajun Advent party.
St. Peter’s by-the-Sea, Gulfport’s, ECW will once
again cook dishes and offer them for sale at
Thanksgiving.

NOTABLE QUOTES...
“When times get tough and hard for my chil-

dren-and we will all have those times in our lives-
I want them to remember what they learned in
Sunday School. God loves us-there is strength in
community life and prayer and-we are never alone.
Maybe everything we ever need to know-we learn
in Sunday School.” (All Saints, Tupelo) “...Our
Lord invites human beings to change their life pat-
terns, of what they experience as ‘real,’ in order to
have a transforming life with God, moving from
admiration to transformation. Every day we are
given an opportunity to close that gap. The parish
life that we share gives us opportunities to both
find the ‘real’ life of God within us, as well as the
‘real’ life of God in others...” (Chapel of the Cross,
Madison)

“The word stewardship elicits many reac-
tions. Some believe it to be simply about money.
Others understand stewardship as a total way of
life-an understanding of how God works in this
world and a willingness to give time, talent and
treasure to something greater than self.” (St.
Andrew’s Cathedral) “...For too long now, steward-
ship has been understood in terms of maintaining
the church property and paying its bills. To be a

steward is to keep house in a manner of speak-
ing...The church is often called the house of God;
and its members are responsible for its upkeep.”
(Creator, Clinton).

A prayer of Sir Francis Drake, from Holy
Innocents, Como, that came in just as I was about
to send this column off to the editor: “Disturb us,
Lord, when we are too well-pleased with our-
selves, when our dreams have come true because
we dreamed too little and when we have arrived
safely because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us Lord, when with the abundance of
things we possess we have lost our thirst for the
waters of life and the bread of heaven. Stir us,
Lord, to dare more boldly, to anticipate the mirac-
ulous, to venture on wilder seas where storms will
show Your mastery; wherein losing sight of land,
we shall find the stars. We ask you to push out-
ward the horizons of our hope, and to push us
forward into the future in strength, reverence,
boldness and love. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord.”

A final note...Please know that I get several
bundles of newsletters that you send to the
Diocesan office each month. In addition, some of
you mail your newsletters directly to me. Some
have emailed them, but I have found that
unwieldy when column-writing time comes. As I
put the column together, I look for themes and
highlight them-things that many of you are doing,
and especially things that you plan to do after the
column is published. We in the news business try
to look ahead to things that are coming up rather
than backward at things that have already hap-
pened. Given the deadline constraints for this col-
umn and your own publication dates, accomplish-
ing that objective is seldom possible. Please let me
remind you that if you don’t see your news in this
column, the reason is (1) I didn’t get your
newsletter in time for the deadline-first Tuesday of
the month of publication-or at all; (2) What I got
was too old to publish in the context of “news,”
compared with what other parishes are doing; or
(3) I just simply ran out of space. All of you do
such wonderful things and I truly wish I could list
them all here; unfortunately, I can’t. God has no
limitations; news columns do! 
P.S. Don’t forget that Christmas shopping time is
here and that St. Andrew’s Bookstore is a wonder-
ful resource for gifts: books, music-you name it,
they’ve got it! Call Phyllis or Barbara at 601-353-
2021, or better still, stop by for a visit. You won’t
be disappointed!

Notes & Quotes
by Maria Watson
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September 3 - Because of the threat of
Hurricane Gustav, I had cancelled a meeting
with the staff of Episcopal Relief and
Development in New York scheduled for today.
Then, the day was spent in the office catching up
on many matters.

September 4 - Much of the day spent with the
Diocesan Finance Committee. I greatly appreci-
ate the wisdom and insights of this group that
will be taking an increasingly prominent role in
our budgetary process. 

Late afternoon appointment with Dr.
Robert Connolly to discuss a proposed research
project. 

September 5 - Office most of the day. Meet with
Dr, Greg Miller, chair of our Sudanese Ministry
Committee, to discuss our next steps with our
new relationship with the Sudanese Diocese of
Twic East.

September 6 - Up early to drive to the coast to
join with the congregation of St. Patrick’s, Long
Beach in the long-awaited ground-breaking cere-
mony for their new church. Great sense of joy
and anticipation in this new beginning. This first
phase should be completed in less than a year.

Lunch follows the service. I stay for a meet-
ing of the St. Patrick’s vestry to discuss ongoing
property issues.

Return home in late afternoon.

September 7 - Drive to Yazoo City for annual
visitation to Trinity Church. This was intended to
be the annual parish picnic with worship in an
outdoor facility, but wet grounds from recent
rain forced us back inside. I preached, celebrat-
ed and confirmed two. We did have a picnic
lunch in the church courtyard. Hot dogs do taste
so much better outside!

Returned to Jackson in time to visit with a
newly formed vocational discernment committee
where members have come from several
Jackson-area churches.

September 8 - Drive to Gray Center for an early
morning meeting with the Center’s Executive
Director, Bill Horne. In the afternoon, I chair a
meeting of the Gray Center Executive
Committee.

September 9 - Staff meeting in the morning.
Afternoon session with Trustees of the Diocese
as they struggle with a number of challenges in
the midst of a very uncertain financial climate. I
so appreciate the time and expertise given the
Trustees to help us chart a path through these
difficult times.

September 10 - Early morning staff session.
Travel to Chapel of the Cross at midday to meet
with the Rev. Laura Gettys and Mr. Chuck
Barlow who will be directing our work with The
Bishop Masereka Christian Foundation in
Uganda. Plans are being made for a return visit
to Uganda.

Back in the office in the afternoon.
Participate in two lengthy conference calls. In
the evening, I visit St. Alexis, Jackson, where I
preached, celebrated the eucharist, baptized 2
and confirmed 7. This newest of our congrega-
tions continues to grow.

September 11 - In office in the morning.
Executive Committee of the Diocese meets
through much of the day. Late afternoon
appointment with aspirant for holy orders.

September 12 - In office all day. Morning
appointments with two aspirants for holy orders
in the Episcopal Church. Late morning session
with Mr. Mike Huseth of LESM. Afternoon ses-
sion with Mr. Scott Williams, a postulant for holy
orders who is currently enrolled in our school
for Deacons.

September 13 - Spent the morning with Kathy
at Cross Country Meet in which Tabitha com-
petes for Ridgeland High School. Afternoon
spent with family.

September 14 - Up early to drive to Olive
Branch for my annual visitation to Holy Cross.
Very full day as I confirm 4, baptize one, preach
and celebrate. I also bless an addition to the
church that provides wonderfully new space for
worship and fellowship. I am especially touched
by a window in the new addition made from
shattered glass from Christ Church, Bay St.
Louis. The water/hurricane/hope theme in the
window of one of our northern-most congrega-
tions is an icon of our relationship to one anoth-
er as “One Church in Mission.” I also offer
prayers for new signage and consecrate a new
outdoor chapel. An enthusiastic and overflowing
crowd makes for a very special day.

Drive to St. Timothy’s, Southaven, for an
appointment with Mr. Joe Scott.

Return to Jackson in the evening.

September 15 - Day off dealing with plumbers.
In the evening Kathy and I attend our monthly
training session for foster parents.

September 16 - Fly out today to Salt Lake City
for a post-Lambeth meeting of the House of
Bishops. Arrive in the early evening.

September 17 - House of Bishops spends most
of the day reflecting on our experiences at
Lambeth. The vast majority of comments were
very positive. The renewing and development of
personal relationships with bishops from around
the world was clearly the most important result
of this particular Lambeth Conference.

In the evening, hearings were held on the
proposal to depose the Right Reverend Robert
Duncan, Bishop of Pittsburgh.

September 18 - House of Bishops - Salt Lake
City. Entire day spent dealing with the deposi-
tion of Bishop Duncan of Pittsburgh. Though I
was convinced that Bishop Duncan had
engaged in actions that clearly showed his
desire to take the entire Diocese of Pittsburgh
out of the Episcopal Church, thus abandoning
the Communion of the Church, he had not yet
done so. I had grave concerns about the impli-
cations and ramifications of taking preemptive
action in this matter. Thus, I spoke and voted
against the deposition.

September 19 - Returned home to Jackson
very tired.

September 20 - Commission on Ministry at St.
Andrew’s for much of the day. In the evening, I
join with the Community of Sudanese at the

Cathedral for their Dinka language worship and
eucharist. It is always a time of personal renewal
to be with these young men and women who
have overcome so much tragedy in their lives
and have maintained their faith and commitment
to the Lord Jesus Christ. I speak to them of our
emerging relationship with a new diocese in the
Sudan and the visit next year of Bishop Ezekiel
Diing Malangditt from the Diocese of Bor in
Sudan.

September 21 - Visit to St. Mark’s, Jackson,
where I preach, celebrate and confirm two. Very
large crowd at St. Mark’s and very happy occa-
sion. Lunch follows afterwards. Good time to
visit.

Drive to Bovina in the afternoon. At St.
Alban’s I ordain the Rev. Billie Abraham to the
priesthood before an overflow crowd. Very spe-
cial moment as Billie takes her place as rector of
St. Alban’s.

September 22 - Day off. Golf in the morning
and gardening in the afternoon.

September 23 - In the office all day. Staff meet-
ing in morning. Afternoon appointment with
postulant Pam Rhea.

In the evening, Kathy and I celebrate my
birthday with a quiet dinner out.

September 24 - Morning session with Ms. Carol
Penick, chairperson of the Board of Lutheran
Episcopal Services. Much of mid day spent in the
office. Late afternoon session at St. Andrew’s
School with new headmaster, Mr. George Penick
and staff to discuss a potential relationship
between St. Andrew’s and a school I visited in
Uganda.

September 25 - Leave very early for a flight to
Boulder City, Nevada, where I will join the Rev.
Chan Osborn de Anaya and Mr. C.J. Meaders at a
meeting of the Domestic Missionary Partnership.
The DMP is a national church agency that helps
fund creative mission initiatives. We are here to
discuss the Bishop’s Mission Corps.

September 26 - Domestic Missionary
Partnership, Boulder City, Nevada. We make our
formal presentation concerning funding for the
Bishop’s Mission Corps.

September 27 - Return to Jackson from Nevada.
We will have to wait to hear if our funding
request has been granted.

September 28 - Up early to drive to Columbus
for my annual visitation to St. Paul’s. I preach,
baptize 2, confirm 12 and receive 1 before a full
church. My visit is in the context of a capital
fund campaign that celebrates 150 years of the
use of this very beautiful church. Lunch follows.
Marvelous day.

Good visit with Father Carlyle, then I add in
a gathering of the Tombigbee Convocation to
report on my trip to the Lambeth Conference.
Good questions and discussion.

Return home in the early evening. Peter
and Giulianna arrive for a short visit.

September 29 -  Day off

Sept. 30 - Staff meeting in morning. Annual 
consultation with the Rev. David Lemburg.
Afternoon appointments with the Rev. Arthur
Toro and Mr. Dennis Wilson, postulant and par-
ticipant in the school for Deacons.

The Bishop’s Journal
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Faithful Departed
by Peggy Jones

Robert D. McBroom, III, M.D., communi-
cant of St. John’s, Pascagoula, and former
vestry member, died May 26, 2008 

William Warren, 84, communicant of St.
Mary’s, Vicksburg, died September 1, 2008

Elaine Ricketts Wilcox Phillips, 93, com-
municant of St. Andrew’s, Jackson, died
September 3, 2008

Ruth Collier, 86, communicant of St. John’s,
Ocean Springs, died September 4, 2008

Margaret Louise McIntire, age 61, commu-
nicant of St. James’, Greenville, died
September 4, 2008

Patricia W. Rush, 75, communicant of St.
Columb’s, Jackson/Ridgeland (Daughters of
the King), All Saints’, Jackson and Good
Shepherd, Terry died September 6, 2008.

Loraine Teat Crockett, 103, communicant
of St. Andrew’s, Jackson, died September 10,
2008

William B. (Bill) Howkins, 79, communi-
cant of St. John’s, Ocean Springs, died
September 14, 2008

Arlene Thomas, 71, communicant of St.
Mary’s, Vicksburg, died September 23, 2008

BILL KING BILL YOUNGBLOOD

601-953-2847
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If winter comes,
can stewardship be far
behind?

You have heard
all the jokes about
being on a deserted
island, but being confi-
dent that you will be
rescued when the

stewardship committee of your church finds you.
You may have been one of those college students
who decided to go to church one Sunday, and
stumbled in on Stewardship Sunday; disillu-
sioned, you probably grumbled to your friends
that all the church cares about is money.  You
may be one of the vestry members who laughing-
ly suggests that the way to raise pledges is to
promise the congregation that, should they
pledge enough, there will be no stewardship ser-
mons, presentations, or visits.

But what do you really think of steward-
ship?

As one who has always been fascinated by
names, I was crushed when I learned as a child

that my surname Stewart came from “steward,”
the keeper of the sty.  Then I learned that this
was a high honor among the canny Scots, for a
pig was pretty valuable.

Being the “keeper of the sty” seemed pretty
important to me.

How about “the keeper of the church,”
though?

Well, that is pretty important to me, too.  
Maybe you are like me; protesting that all

the things you do for the church are part of your
stewardship.  Well, they are.  But the church,
alas, can’t operate without money.

But suppose you quit grumbling about how
the church only cares about money.  Suppose
you began examining your own attitude toward
money.  You may be surprised.

LIVING WITH MONEY is a program that
helps participants make an informed response to
the gospel mandate to serve God and not money.
It gives them language to talk about the relation-
ship with money in an open but safe way.  It
helps them to dethrone the idol of money by giv-
ing us information and tools to demystify it.  And
finally, it gives them a sense of their true empow-
erment to live with God and money together in
their lives, serving God and using money.

First of all, the program addresses the ques-

tion of “What is money?’ Ask yourself the ques-
tion before you take the course.  Does your idea
of what money is, what it means, define your giv-
ing?  Think about it.

The second session is “Know Your Money
Life.” How is your definition of money reflected
in your giving?  Where does your heart lead you
to give? How hard is it for you to give?  

The third part of the program is “Making
Peace with Money.”  How do we use this medi-
um of exchange that is so important in our socie-
ty?  Do we hoard it or spend it recklessly, ignore
it or make it the most important thing in life?  We
need to make peace with money so that we can
use it wisely.

Finally, we learn about ‘Balancing Life’s
Ledger.”  How much is enough?  (Most of us
would say, “A little more.”)  What is your rela-
tionship with money doing to your life?  How can
you find the balance that is so freeing.

This program is a way of helping us to free
ourselves to use money without separating our
income from out spiritual life.

A second resource that may help steward-
ship (and post-stewardship) discussion is 

BEYOND THE NEWS: MONEY.  
This resource from the Mennonite Church

primarily calls us to lay aside the stricture on dis-
cussing money and talk together about how to
make decisions about money matters.
“Consumerism will continue to exercise undue
influence over Christians until we stop regarding
our economic lives as an entirely private matter.’  

One of the persons interviewed says, “We
are wealthy because we have choices.”  The pro-
gram encourages you to ask yourself and discuss
with others how being a follower of Jesus affects
the choices you make.

This video has two versions on one tape.
The first part is the fifty-five minute full version
with ten segments.  The last part of the tape is a
condensed version for events where the group
would like to cover the topic in one sitting.

Don’t dismiss these programs because your
formal stewardship drive is over; after all, stew-
ardship is part of the ongoing life of the church
and learning to be a keeper of the church and a
keeper of the faith never ends!

To borrow either of these programs, e-mail
me at grandmastruck1994@yahoo.com.  You
may also call me at 662-746-5557; ask for Miss
Janet.  I will be happy to talk to you about any of
your Christian education needs.

A-V Center News
by Janet C. Nail

Elections for various diocesan
positions will take place at the 182nd
Annual Council to be held in
Hattiesburg, February 6-8, 2009.  The
office of Treasurer is elected for a one-
year term and may be re-elected to
office.  Mr. Ed Thurmond, St. Mary’s,
Lexington is currently serving as Treasurer. 

The Annual Council will also elect members
to the Diocesan Executive Committee.  Four mem-
bers of the clergy and two members of the lay
order will be elected.  The terms of the Rev.
Canon Bryan Owen, St. Andrew’s, Jackson and the
Rev. Brian Seage, St. Columb’s, Ridgeland have
expired. They have served full terms and are not
eligible for re-election.  The vacated term of the
Rev. Elizabeth Wheatley-Jones will be filled for a
one-year term with the incumbent being eligible
for re-election in 2010 and the vacated term of the
Rev. Brian Ponder will be filled for a two-year
term with the incumbent eligible for re-election in
2011. The members of the clergy remaining on
the Executive Committee are: the Rev. Taylor
Moore, St. Peter’s, Oxford; the Rev. Paul Stephens,
Coast Convocation.  For the lay elections, Mr.
Steve McNair, Trinity, Pass Christian and Mr. Larry
Primeaux, Mediator, Meridian will rotate off the
Executive Committee, leaving the following lay
persons on the committee:  Mr. Scott Bauer, St.

Paul’s, Corinth; Mrs. Sheri Cox, St.
James’, Jackson; Mr. Douglas
MacCullagh, St. Patrick’s, Long Beach
and Mrs. Emily Williams, St.
Columb’s, Ridgeland.  McNair and
Primeaux have served full terms and
are not eligible for re-election.  The

following persons were appointed by the bishop,
served a one-year term and are eligible for elec-
tion to a three year term: Mrs. Hilda Povall,
Calvary, Cleveland; Mr. Jim Thorell, St. Timothy’s,
Southaven; and Mrs. Josie Williams, St. Alban’s,
Bovina. 

Also to be elected are two members of the
Standing Committee.  This committee is com-
posed of four presbyters and four confirmed adult
lay communicants, each of whom is elected for a
four-year term and is ineligible for re-election for
at least one year.  The terms expiring are those of
Mr. Allan Saffold, St. Timothy’s, Southaven; and
the Rev. Dr. William Ndishabandi, All Saints/JSU,
Jackson.  Since Ndishabandi is filling an unexpired
term, he is eligible for re-election.  Those mem-
bers remaining are:  Mr. John Carrier II, St. Paul’s,
Meridian; Mr. Ed Cole, St. Mark’s, Jackson; the
Rev. Bill Livingston, Diocese of MS, Coast; Mr.
Danny Meadors, St. Patrick’s, Long Beach; the
Very Rev. Edward O’Connor, St. Andrews,
Jackson; and the Very Rev. Chan Osborn de

Anaya, Christ Church, Vicksburg.  
Trustees of the Diocese, by state charter, is

the Diocesan official corporation. “The Bishop of
the Diocese shall, ex officio, be the President of
said Corporation.  The members composing said
Corporation shall be five in number, all of whom
shall be confirmed adult lay communicants and
four of whom shall serve for a four year term or
until their successors are elected and qualified.
Four of said Trustees shall be elected by the
Diocesan Council and the fifth Trustee shall be
appointed by the Bishop for a one year term.”
The elected term of Mr. Van Duncan, St. James’,
Jackson expires and he is not eligible for re-elec-
tion.  The elected trustees remaining in office are
Mr. Johns Davis, St. Paul’s, Columbus; Mr. Mike
Strojny, St. Mark’s, Gulfport; and Mrs. Lynn
Jenkins, St. Andrews, Jackson.  Mr. Holmes
Adams, St. Andrew’s, Jackson is serving a one-year
appointed term and is eligible for election to a full
four-year term.  Council will elect one trustee to
serve a four-year term.

Trustees of the University of the South serve
staggered three-year terms.  The Sewanee
Trustees are composed of one cleric and two lay
members.  At Council we will elect one lay mem-
ber.  Mrs. Margaret McLarty, St. Andrew’s, Jackson
serves in this position and is eligible for re-elec-
tion.  The terms of Ms. Deborah Davis, All Saints’,

Tupelo and the Rev. David Elliott III, St. Andrew’s,
Jackson will continue.

The Ecclesiastical Trial Court will elect two
clerics and one lay person to serve a term of three
years.  The terms of the Very Rev. Dr. Julia Moore,
Calvary, Cleveland and the Rev. Scott Lenoir, St.
Mary’s, Lexington expire with Annual Council in
2009 but they are eligible for re-election.  Lay
term expiring is Mr. Hal Miller, Jr., St. James’,
Jackson and is eligible for re-election.  Those
remaining on the Trial Court are: Mr. Michael
Boyd, St. James, Greenville; Mr. Roger C. Clapp,
St. Andrew’s, Jackson; the Very Rev. Chan Osborn
de Anaya, Christ Church, Vicksburg;  Mr. David
Sparks, All Saints, Tupelo; the Rev. Paul Stephens,
Coast Convocation, the Rev. Ann Whitaker,
Creator, Clinton; and Mrs. Maurie White, St.
Peter’s, Oxford.    

Each person nominated must have given his
or her prior consent to serve in the position to
which he or she is nominated.  The nomination
form must be received by the Secretary of the
Diocese, P. O. Box 23107, Jackson, MS 39225-
3107 no later than December 15, 2008 in order to
be printed in the Council edition of The
Mississippi Episcopalian and included in packets
for Council delegates.  The nominees are asked to
also submit a black-and-white (high resolution)
headshot photograph for publication to Emily
Everett at eeverett@dioms.org.

Nominations Requested For Diocesan Elected Positions
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By Carol Borne Stewart 
In this issue of the Mississippi Episcopalian,

I want to highlight the amazing ministry being
developed and lived out within our member con-
gregations.  The theme of this national observance
of Children’s Sabbaths encourages us to look at
ways to realize Dr. Martin Luther Kings dream of
ending poverty in America...especially as it affects
our children.  I encourage all congregations
involved with children at risk to send a small arti-
cle about their ministry and I will continue to
highlight them in the future editions of 
the Mississippi Episcopalian.

Below are a few examples of how several of
our congregations are seeking and serving Christ
in all persons as well as respecting the dignity of
all Mississippi children.
ST. PAUL’S, MERIDIAN

There are several counties in East Central MS
that actively support Special Olympics.  In order
for these special children to participate in these
sports events their schools must make a commit-
ment to involve the parents, do all the paper
work, pay for transportation and involve their
community to get volunteers. I am proud of our
schools so for many years I have been one of
those volunteers by performing a number of
Special Olympic physical examinations.  For a vari-
ety of reasons it is difficult to get these children to
see a physician who will sign these medical forms
which allow the student to “play” the games. 

Our population of special needs children is
growing since modern medicine can salvage many
children who in the past died from their prematu-
rity or complicated physical defects.  The schools
are increasing the number of special education
classes and the teachers are faced with children as
young as three with multiple diagnoses, many
medications, special equipment, scarce nursing
support and many families with limited resources.
In my retired capacity, I can go to the schools and
examine these children (and a cursory exam it is),
communicate with the teachers and nurses so we
can help the school become more capable of help-
ing the child and family with their medical needs.”   
Dr. Margaret Morrison  

ST. ANDREW’S, JACKSON
The Partnership Between St. Andrew’s
Cathedral, Jackson, and Rowan Middle
School

Since 1990, St. Andrew’s Cathedral has been
in partnership with Rowan Middle School in
Jackson Public Schools’ Partners in Education pro-
gram.  Over 90% of Rowan students are on free or
reduced meals programs, an indication that their
families have financial struggles.  In an effort to
address some of the challenges the students face,
St. Andrew’s parishioners provide school uni-
forms, personal products and school supplies.
The cathedral insures that all students who need
eye exams and glasses receive those services.  We
provide many academic incentives including
awarding prizes for perfect attendance, improved
performance, for exhibiting good citizenship and
for service to others.  Over the years, we have pro-
vided twenty-nine outstanding Rowan students
with over $52,000 in college scholarships.   

For years parishioners have tutored and
mentored Rowan Students.  For the fall semester
of 2008, twelve St. Andrew’s parishioners are

tutoring Rowan 6th graders in reading, math,
social studies and science.  Parishioners proctor
for tests, judge contests, and assist with science
fair projects.  We have painted walls, washed win-
dows, baked cookies and provided field trips.  We
have provided various projects in support and
appreciation of the Rowan faculty and staff.  This
year, fulfilling a long-time dream, we are making
plans with Rowan faculty, families, neighbors and
others to build a beautiful outdoor classroom on
property adjacent to the school.  In 1990 we
named our partnership “Joined for the Journey”.
As we begin our 19th year, we pray for the bless-
ing on this beloved ministry’s journey with God’s
children.
Rosa Lee Robinson, Malinda Prather and the
Rowan Commission

CREATOR, CLINTON
Working With The Parents Campaign

Two major issues that The Parents’
Campaign is addressing for children at-risk are
early childhood education and school accountabil-
ity.

Too many Mississippi kids arrive in kinder-
garten so far behind that it is almost impossible
for them to catch up.  Many Mississippi kinder-
garten teachers report children who arrive in their
classes with the vocabulary of the 1- or -2-year-old
child, having never been read to, having no idea
what letters and numbers are, and not under-
standing that text conveys meaning.  They begin
immediately to fail, label themselves as stupid,
and head down the path to becoming a dropout
(which results in poverty, high rates of incarcera-
tion....).  Many groups in Mississippi are working
to develop a comprehensive plan to address this
issue - to improve what are now purely custodial
childcare centers and to entice those center direc-
tors to add an education component.  

I believe another issue of moral significance
is that of school district accountability.  While
most districts do an admirable, often fantastic, job
with limited resources, we do have a few school
districts in which very little, if any, learning is tak-
ing place.  The children trapped in those failing
schools have almost no chance at success.  We
have communities in which the major employer is
the school district, and the superintendents in
those districts sometimes face enormous pressure
to hire residents of the community (even when
they are not qualified to teach) rather than bring
in highly qualified teachers from other areas. 

The repercussions of irresponsible school
management are far-reaching.   We must stop pro-
tecting the interests of adults at the expense of
children.  The Parents’ Campaign, in the 2008 ses-
sion, was instrumental in pushing through legisla-
tion that requires that superintendents in chroni-
cally failing school districts be removed from their
positions.  We will likely push legislation in the
coming session that calls for the removal of school
board members in chronically failing districts.  
Nancy Loomed, Executive Director, the Parents’
Campaign, http://www.msparentscampaign.org/
ST. PETER’S BY THE SEA, GULFPORT

Our parish is working with the Interfaith
Hospitality Network housing families and hosting
meals, and spending the night at the house on a
regular basis.  The house is a shelter for homeless
families who need help while the parents are

working and saving to find permanent places to
live.  

In September we helped the Center for the
Prevention of Child Abuse when a call came out
for diapers for the children.  We rallied to support
the work of this center.
Gina Fellows

HOLY INNOCENTS, COMO
The 2008 school year has begun in Panola

County and our Como Cares for Children group
has begun to organize and think of future plans.
Our first meeting was held at Holy Innocents and
included the new elementary school principal Ben
Lundy and several group members.  Areas of inter-
est for all volunteers and community members
continue to focus on reading efforts through the
Barksdale program and general support of the
schools.  

To date, we now have approximately 16 vol-
unteers to help read with the elementary students
at Como Elementary.  With each volunteer reading

with two children per week, we hope to reach at
least 32 kids this year with individualized atten-
tion.

In late September, our Barksdale reading vol-
unteers, school principals and the Como Cares for
Children group met at a local home for an infor-
mal gathering.  We met simply to get to know one
another better and welcome the new administra-
tion to the community.  

Last Spring we held a Pizza Party for the
honor roll students in grades 2-8 at the comple-
tion of the 3rd nine weeks and also spruced up
the grounds around the school. Our group plans
to continue to meet through the fall with the
hope of planning other events in conjunction with
the school.
Sam Godfrey, Rector, Holy Innocents, Como

For more information about becoming a
Congregations for Children member, please con-
tact The Rev. Carol Borne Stewart at 
cbstew@bellsouth.net or call 601-948-5954.

Congregations for Children encourages local work for “at-risk” children



October 20086 The Mississippi Episcopalian

OUR DIOCESE

By Molly Wade
What a star-studded evening we had on August 31st.

We celebrated our unique heritage as three amazing musi-
cal acts from Mississippi poured their classical, Gospel,
and Blues sounds throughout the gathering.

We were feted with “the best shrimp, corn, and pota-
toes” that anyone could remember eating. The shade
trees on the lawn of the Cedars in Jackson provided the perfect canopy for comfortable
eating, visiting, and listening.

We were babies, teenagers, young adults, middle aged, and elderly from all over
the city. Black and white, girls and boys (of all ages) enjoyed being Mississippians as
we grooved to the tunes of the musicians and communed with the beauty of the day.

We all realized that we were there to support the ministry of Lutheran Episcopal
Services in Mississippi as we laughed and danced and shared our stories about the
years since Hurricane Katrina.

All of us were grateful for the many ways that God has taken care of us.  Now we
are called to continue our work at LESM as we offer help to those who continue to suf-
fer from Katrina, Gustav
and Ike, those who are in
prison and their families,
children who are at-risk
in our state, and prepar-
ing our communities for
another disaster when it
comes. We are thankful
to be working and serv-
ing together.

That is our call.
Being in community is
what we celebrated dur-
ing Let’s Eat Shrimp for
Mississippi.

(a little slice of Heaven)

Let’s Eat Shrimp for Mississippi
PARISH LIFE

Holy Cross, Olive Branch placed a new
steeple on the church as part of its $85,000
renovation project. The project, which is
now completed, created an additional 600
square feet for the 125 member congrega-
tion.

Team Creator - Swimmer Jim Loome (left to right), runner Jim
Laird and cyclist Jim Smith recently competed in the 29th-annual
Heart O’ Dixie triathlon as a relay team. The race begins with a
swim in Lake Tiak O’Khata at Louisville, sees riders wind down
Highway 15 to Philadelphia, and ends with a 7-mile run to the
Neshoba County Fairgrounds. The three friends make the race an
annual summer tradition and cap it off with good food, drink and
visiting at the Ovid Vickers’ cabin on the fairgrounds. All three are
members of Church of the Creator in Clinton.

St. Mary’s, Vicksburg held its annual Catfish Dinner
earlier this month.  Linda Tolliver, a Cordon Bleu
trained chef,  and Cedric Wyatt monitor first-time cook-
er Fr. Denny Allman as he separates the fillets.

Elva Smith, Velma Woodson and Eunice Lewis (l to r)
wait to greet the customers at visiting St. Mary’s.

By Sandra Braasch
The Disaster Preparedness

and Response Network of
Province IV was hosted by the
Diocese of East Tennessee for its
annual meeting from August 7-9.
Representatives of fourteen of
the dioceses in the Province
were welcomed to a lovely set-
ting near the entrance to the
Smokey Mountains National Park
in Townsend, Tennessee. 

Before the opening session,
the group was welcomed and
joined for dinner by the Bishop
of East Tennessee, The Rt. Rev.
Charles G. vonRosenberg III.
The Rev. C.K. Robertson, Canon
to the Presiding Bishop joined
Saturday sessions for consultation
and discussion. 

There was an opportunity for fellowship, dialog, devotion, and worship with Eucharist. The Province
Disaster Preparedness and Response Network of Province IV are putting together a resource guide for use
throughout ECUSA based on the work done at this conference.

Province IV Disaster Preparedness 
and Response Network meet

The Disaster Preparedness and Response Network of Province IV
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St. Marks, GulfportBlessing of the pets

Puppies, cats, and mice owned by young communicants of 
St. Peter’s, Gulfport received a blessing at the Blessing of the Pets
on Oct. 4th. 

Marshall Smith with daughters Francie(left) and Delaney(right)
wait for a pet blessing for their Welsh Corgie, Frannie, at St.
Mary’s, Lexington. 

The Toddler Building at Coast Episcopal School in Long
Beach, MS is now open, made possible through an Episcopal
Relief and Development grant and a grant from the Gulf
Coast Community Foundation.  The program has been
expanded from a half day to a full day program to accom-
modate the needs of working parents in our community.

The Rev. Billie Abraham, standing in the red chasable next
to Bishop Gray, was ordained to the priesthood Sept. 21st at
St. Alban’s, Bovina where she now serves as rector.

German Shepherd Rosco, owned by Larry Ginn (right), greets
Golden Retriever Gauge at St. Mary’s pet blessing.  Gauge was
adopted recently by Mack Ginn (left) and son Wyatt.  Whitney and
Mary Matthews watch  the big dogs do their thing.

Tabitha Williams holds her guinea pig, Curley, and The Rev. Liz
Jones, interim rector at St. Peter’s, Gulfport, has her calico cat
Chutney present for the Blessing of the Pets.

A Presentation of Bishop Gray’s portrait was made at St. Mark’s
dedication celebration. The picture will hang beside a plaque in
the vestibule honoring Bishop Gray, III.  Pictured are Bishop Gray,
Jr., Ruthie Gray, Kathy Gray, Bishop Gray, III.

Dedication clergy and lay leaders at St. Mark’s - left to right:  Terry
Helms,  Jerome Carver/verger, John Harral, Deacon Nick Roberts,
Deacon Dave Duggins, Bishop Gray, Walter Williams, Jim Keith, Bo
Roberts, Rector.

A statue of Bishop Gray III, looking suspiciously like an ornament-
ed fire plug, graced the grounds of St. Mark’s, Gulfport for the Oct.
1 dedication. 

Bridging the Gap, a band that strives to “bridge the gap” between

traditional Celtic and American music played at the 17th

Annual Celtic Fest in Jackson. St. Columb’s parishioner Brooks

Derryberry, front row 2nd from the right, plays mandolin , fiddle

and guitar for the group.  Alan Lessom, of Holy Trinity Church

Vicksburg plays banjo, fife and flute. The band often plays for

special events at Episcopal Churches in the Diocese. 
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By George Hazard
St. Paul’s in Columbus has launched a year-

long celebration of its 150-year-old church that
includes visits from prior ministers, parish-histo-
ry programs and a capital campaign to sustain
the downtown Gothic church.

A big highlight was the Sept. 28 visit by the
Rt. Rev. Duncan Gray III, Bishop  of Mississippi,
and the grandson of Bishop Duncan Gray, rector
of St. Paul’s from 1929 to 1939.

“Visiting St. Paul’s is always special for me,”
the bishop said. “My grandfather’s service as rec-
tor there and my father’s childhood memories
are woven into the fabric of my family’s history.

“The visit this year, in the context of the
150th anniversary of that church building, was
especially exciting.”

Parish records show that the St. Paul’s
vestry received the building from contractors in
March 1859. Bishop William Mercer Green con-
secrated it in December 1860, writing in his
diary:

“Of this building I have before spoken as
one that would grace even the largest and
wealthiest of our cities.

“It is indeed a matter of wonder, as well as
of thankfulness, that a congregation so small,
and by no means abounding in wealth, should
have been able to erect such a temple for their

use. The number assembled on this occasion
was more than the building could contain.”

Rector James Carlyle says the celebration,
called How Firm a Foundation, is also gathering
information on memorial gifts over the years to
improve its archives, material that will also go
into the local-history files at the Columbus-
Lowndes Public Library.

“We hope this additional information about
the church and its early members will be of
value to local-history researchers,” Carlyle said.
“And we are videotaping the four parish-history
presentations and plan to send copies of them
to the library, too.”

Carlyle, the church’s 37th rector, has been
at St. Paul’s since 2006.

Sam Kaye and Rufus Ward opened the
observances in March with a parish-history talk
on the 1837 founding of St. Paul’s. Their second
talk Oct. 5 was on the years 1860 to the 1937
centennial. Others, including one by Dr.
Katharine Woods, will be in November and
March as the celebration proceeds.

Besides Bishop Gray, other priests with ties
to the parish will visit during the celebration: the
Revs. Bob Henderson, Charles Floyd and Cecil
Jones Jr. are on the calendar for the coming
months. The Rev. Rob Wood preached in August
and the Rev. Gene Moritz in September.

The church on Sept. 7 host-
ed the Tennessee Williams
Memorial Service as part of the
city’s Tennessee Williams Tribute
and Tour. The playwright’s grand-
father, the Rev. Walter Dakin, was
rector from 1905 to 1913, and
Williams was baptized at St. Paul’s
in 1911.

The capital campaign focus-
es on improving the church’s
overall physical plant and preserv-
ing the historic character of the
church.

“We stand on the shoulders
of those who have gone before us
in faith. How great is my joy that
this generation at St. Paul’s is
making plans for their children
and grandchildren,” Bishop Gray said.

In March, as part of the anniversary, the
church will offer the premiere of a festival piece
for organ, timpani and brass by composer
Richard Bailey, formerly of Mississippi University
for Women and now at the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff.

“We are indeed mindful of what we have
received from so many people over these 150
years,” said Carlyle, “and we are mindful of the

joyful duty we have to sustain this parish in
every way.”

Some services during How Firm a
Foundation will use the various editions of The
Book of Common Prayer used at St. Paul’s since
its founding. The Tennessee Williams service, for
instance, followed the 1892 book, and the Jan.
25, 2009, service on The Conversion of St. Paul
will come from the1928 Prayer Book.

By Sue Watson
Staff Writer, The South Reporter Holly Springs

The only thing known for sure to be origi-
nal to the 150-year-old Christ Episcopal Church
in Holly Springs, aside from the four walls, is the
steeple bell.

“It was taken down and refurbished by the
Verdin Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, and rein-
stalled in time for the October 5 celebration of
the 150th anniversary of the completion and
consecration of the church, “ said the Rev. Bruce
McMillan. The bell was cast in 1843 by George
Washington Coffin in Cincinnati. “We had a big
homecoming and our bishop was here too, “
said McMillan. 

Janice Calame of Memphis attended the cel-
ebration of her home church where she was bap-
tized 94 years ago.  Calame was given the honor
of ringing the church bell for the first time since
being refurbished. 

The church has been through many transi-
tions since the congregation was established in
1839. The church, as it stands today, was fin-
ished and blessed in 1858. It had plain glass win-
dows, and likely lacked the rich elegance it holds
today - a result of long years of contributions of
members and non-members of items of worship
and holiness from individuals and families who
lived in Holly Springs.

A breeze through the sanctuary last week
with McMillan was an educational and spiritual
experience, with just a few of the furnishings
and worship articles given a close glance.

A large Madonna and Child, painted in oil
by Italian painter Benelli in about 1850, is
installed in the recess on the back wall, pur-
chased from the estate of the late Dr. J.A. Hale.

One of the first items of business McMillan
said he attended to, when he arrived as pastor,
was the brass chandeliers.

“They were black when I came here, and
we had them burnished and lacquered,” he said.

McMillan sat at the Henry Pilcher & Sons
tracker organ made in Louisville, Kentucky, in
1899 and played “Amazing Grace.” The piped
instrument is all mechanical - wires, pulleys and
pipes and is played regularly at Sunday services
by Susan Warren.

A conservatory grand piano sits near the
west wall opposite the organ, a gift to the church
in September 2004 from Hale in honor of the
ministry of Father McMillan.

The church had no stained glass until after
the 1878 Yellow Fever Epidemic, when families
began to contribute glass in memory of dearly
departed loved ones. All windows were made in
the United States; one over the altar depicting
Jesus in the garden of Gethsemene, given in
memory of the grandparents of famed
Memphian E.H. “Boss” Crump.

Another window was purchased in memory
of Secretary of State Kinloch Falconer and his
brother and Holly Springs businessman, Howard
Falconer. The two brothers lost their lives help-
ing the community during the Yellow Fever
Epidemic, one dying within three days of the
other. The young statesman came home to help
fight the epidemic, McMillan said.

The wooden beams and fretwork were
designed by a German architect who built
Arliewood and other antebellum homes. The
hammerbeam design and fretwork was hand-

constructed by slaves, McMillan said. The pulpit
came later after the church was constructed but
the date it was consecrated is unknown,
McMillan said. Plates on the pulpit indicate the
pulpit was contributed by Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Smith Jr. and the maker’s name is etched in
wood — A.F. Strohmeyer. Anyone who knows
anything about A.F. Strohmeyer and the date the
pulpit was installed is asked to call McMillan at
662-252-6172. He said the pulpit could have
been built in the 1930s.

Parishioners of Christ Church have enjoyed
a glorious history in Holly Springs. The congre-
gation is comprised of a wide diversity of people
and is very active in the community at large and
the diocese.

The steeple bell has been idle for a number
of years because of chronic problems with the
bell cradle, pulley mechanisms and other
unknown conditions. When it is reinstalled in a
new cradle, a modern digital system will be
installed to set the bell on a timer.

October 2008

From left, Emilie White waits her turn as the Rev. James Carlyle
and his wife, Elizabeth, sign the new How Firm a Foundation
banner at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. At far right is the banner’s
designer, Bettye Jane Kerby. The banner is carried in festival serv-
ices marking the 150th anniversary of the church building. The
parish itself dates from 1837.

St. Paul’s celebrates a 150th anniversary

Christ Church Holly Springs celebrates 150th anniversary

The Rev. Bruce McMillan with the original
Christ Church bell prior to its restoration. 
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By Scott Lenoir
The Rev. Catherine Rickett became

Deacon-in-Charge at St. Stephen’s,
Columbia, and St. Elizabeth’s, Collins on
July 1st. She is a transitional deacon seek-
ing ordination to the priesthood.

The Rev. Rickett received her Master
of Divinity from the School of Theology at
Sewanee, TN in May, 2008.  She was
ordained to the transitional diaconate on
June 7, 2008 at the Cathedral of St.
Andrew’s, Jackson, MS.

Prior to attending seminary, Catherine
and her husband David lived in Brandon,
MS, and were members of St. Philip’s,
Jackson.  David has two adult children:
David, Jr., and John.  Catherine and David
now live in Columbia.

The Rev. Catherine Rickett and her husband, David, stand with the bagpiper and drummer after
the 1st service Catherine officiated at St. Stephens, Columbia. The service was followed by a recep-
tion in the parish hall.

By the time you are reading
this we will be (finally!) nearing
the end of what has to be the
longest presidential campaign in
U.S. history.  This campaign, as
well as the war, the economy and
all else that has gone on the last
two years, has taken its toll on
our composure, both corporately
and individually.  We are in a time

of great stress and anxiety.  We have been told by the 24/7
media that there are an incredible number of things to fear.
The latest, as I write this, is we are told not to let our young
children do petting zoos because they can catch something!
In the midst of all this fear and desperation I think we need
to stop, take a deep breath and contemplate what is going
on in our lives, our nation and the world, as the BCP says.
We need to remember that God is always with us and will
give us guidance if we but ask.  Along those lines, the Rev.
Taylor Moore, of St. Peter’s, Oxford addressed his congrega-
tion with the following essay this month. 

HAVE NO ANXIETY
The past few days have been a roller coaster ride of

highs and lows here in Oxford and around the country.
The excitement of the arrival of debate week was palpable
through the city and on campus.  Despite the inconven-
ience of having several key streets closed down, most every-
one I met was upbeat about the spotlight being on Oxford
and Ole Miss.

I am not a news hound but I scanned a lot of TV news
stations this past week to look for good news about the
University and Oxford.  Just about any comment either
ranged from slightly positive to extremely laudatory.  When
the football team upset Florida in Gainesville Saturday, it
seemed like delicious icing on an enormous cake.  

Then came the low.  As I write this today, the U.S.
stock market has experienced the worst one-day loss in its
history.  Foreign markets have been reflecting this bad
news.  There is a lot of accusation and “spinning” going on
in Washington and on the campaign trail.  People are fear-
ful.  The one thing I will say is that the more I hear, the
more I’m convinced that our financial situation and its caus-
es are very complex - like a lot of our problems - and that
soundbites are not a good venue for sorting out the truth in
this or any other matter.  

I’ve always held to a policy of not praying for victory
for sports teams, even thought I will pray for top-notch per-
formance and fair play.  I’ve also endeavored not to make
any official statements about partisan politics.  So, I’m sure
you’re relieved that I’m not going to give you any athletic or
economic/political advice.  What I do want to say is that in
good times and bad times, God is with us.  We may have
strong opinions but, without attributing blame, we pray for
the health of our economy so that more people will not
lose jobs or houses or businesses.  We pray with the knowl-
edge that ours is a faith centered on death and resurrection.
This is what gives us hope in those difficult times. 

My advice is to get away from all of those commenta-
tors and politicians some time in the next few days and
weeks.  Make room to hear God’s voice amid the clamor.
Take time to pray in silence and seek peace.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,
by prayer and petitions, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.  (Philippians 4:6)

Taylor+

St. Stephen’s, Columbia and St. Elizabeth’s 
Collins call Catherine Rickett

By Denny Allman

By Sophie Sharp, President of 
St. Andrew’s STAND Chapter

Thirty-four St. Andrew’s Upper School students in Ridgeland
traveled to Oxford, MS in early October as a part of STAND (Students
Taking Action Now Darfur) to advocate at Issue Alley prior to the
presidential debate.

The students urged voters to listen to the presidential candi-
dates, and to discover their policies concerning the genocide in
Darfur. The STAND chapter received over 950 signatures to send to
the candidates calling attention to the crisis in Sudan. The advocates
also educated nearly 2000 people who exhibited in Issue Alley and a
new STAND chapter will be formed at Ole Miss. 

It is reported that 400,000 innocent civilians have already been
murdered and 2.5 million people have been displaced and the stu-
dents shared this information with many young voters who were
unaware of the atrocities in Sudan.  

STAND is a student anti-genocide coalition comprised of more
than 700 high school and college chapters throughout the world.

STAND mobilizes students to take action to prevent genocide by edu-
cating, advocating, and fundraising for civilian protection. STAND is
the student division of the Genocide Intervention Network.

St. Andrew’s Students
Educate Voters About
Genocide in Darfur

Among the student activists from St. Andrew’s were (back, from left)
Ryan Moon, Catherine Carroon, Diana Omo-Bare; and (3rd row)
Danielle Conway-Lewis, Marisa Stockton, Anna Graham, Hannah
Paulding; and (2nd row) Lilly Floyd, Brecken Ballard, Mallory
Conway-Lewis, Becci Jacobs, Katelyn O’Brien, Westley Gray, Avery
Burrell, Jesse Bowen, Caron Byrd; and (1st row) Lindsay Muller,
Camille Tedder, Mary Grace Kullman, Elly Jackson, and Angeline
Jefferson.

Photo credit: Tara Lewis
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Mission On the Bay
Just over 3 years has passed since the waves of Katrina

came ashore. When the water receded it was clear that the
Mississippi Gulf Coast was in desperate need of one thing:
help. Volunteers have come and gone since that fateful day
and one camp specifically has seen over 8,000, most of them
youth. Mission On the Bay is proud to say they have housed,
fed, and worked those volunteers from 49 states across the
country. Keeping in mind the length of time since the storm
and the natural disasters that have recently plagued this
country, one would think that the volunteer effort for relief
from Hurricane Katrina was coming to an end, but it simply
isn’t so. With little debris left and more money coming in for
homes, reconstruction is in full bloom. For Mission On the
Bay, summers provide a perfect time between school and
sports for youth to come and work on something they can
be proud of and hopefully take a few skills home with them
that will stay with them for a lifetime. During the remainder
of the year groups join us here on the coast for long week-
ends, fall, winter and spring breaks, as well as odd times in
between. 

From the beginning it was obvious where the help was
needed, everywhere. Cleanup consisted of sifting through
debris piles, piece by piece to see what could be salvaged,
and while the energy and sheer determination of youth
helped to quickly clean up what had remained, the youth
also played a valuable role as listeners to those who needed
a friendly face with a willingness to hear their story. As sea-
sons change, so has the focus of the recovery effort and the
work being done across the Gulf Coast. Shovels and rakes
were replaced with hammers and nails, empty lots are being
slowly filled with homes, and the streets are filled with more
traffic, more business. Although our work has changed, our
mission hasn’t and the volunteers we see certainly have
brought that message back to their communities, proof
being the larger numbers they come with the following year. 

Because our work has and continues to evolve, Mission
On the Bay has comparably grown and expanded since its
inception in June of 2006. As a part of Lutheran Episcopal
Services in Mississippi, it was created as a sister camp to
Camp Coast Care in Long Beach, MS in response to the
enormous outpouring of interest from youth groups to
come and do what they do best, act as an endless fountain
of energy that has and continues to support, sustain, and re-
strengthen the communities here on the coast. Without the
tremendous efforts of these groups that have come down
not just once, but made multiple trips, much of the coastline
would be seen with a very different landscape. As we get far-
ther from the storm and different, more recent crises arise,
the future recovery of the Mississippi Coast seems a little
uncertain. The volunteers have never ceased and continue
to amaze the residents here more and more with their con-
tinued willingness to come and serve time and time again.
People from all over the country have called Mission On the
Bay home as they have come down here to help change
lives. More often than not, the lives that have been changed
have been the ones of the volunteers themselves.
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By Ann L. Whitaker
While living in Meridian a few years ago, I made note that a

local church provided a biker service each year.  Motorcycles rolled
into town and the service seemed to get a lot of coverage by local
press. I always wondered
about such a service.

On September 27,
Creator Clinton hosted its
first Biker Mass and a
Blessing of the Bikes com-
plete with a bountiful
breakfast which preceded
the service. 

Thanks to the stead-
fastness of Linda and Pete
Tyer, Jr., the Biker Mass and
Blessing became a reality.
Pete and Linda spread the
word through biker family
and friends, and Creator
hosted the event.  More
than 28 bikes and bikers
rolled into our parking lot. 

Following the Mass and Blessing, I was delighted to fall in for a
148 mile trip on the back of a motorcycle.  It was my first ride!  It is
quite different than being in a car; yet I found many parallels to our

spiritual journey while on the ride.  At first, I simply wanted to grab
the side bars and hold on.  I could not see over Pete, Jr., or around
him and certainly not through him.  If I was going to enjoy the ride, I
simply had to trust him to keep me safe.

The exhilaration of the wind reminded me of the Holy Spirit-
and only once did I truly feel unsafe.  A log truck coming from the
opposite direction moved a mighty wind; later I laughed and said I

was still pulling splinters out of my face. 
It was amazing how different things

smell on the back of a bike on the open
road; you really smell the wood on those
log trucks up close and personal! Riding
into Vicksburg, we smelled bacon cooking
along the road.  Traveling back roads gave
way to the beautiful scenery our state has
to offer-to be in God’s Creation was
indeed a thing of joy.

I’m not aiming to buy
a motorcycle any time
soon.  In fact, a goat
wagon is really more my
speed.  But the event of
setting before God the rid-
ers and their safety was
one of the highlights of my
priesthood.

And next year?  Yes, we’ll have our Second
Annual Biker Mass and Blessing of the Bikes.  And
God willing, I will be ready for my second ride.

The Rev. Ann Whitaker got her riding legs on a road trip to
Vicksburg after a blessing of the Bikes at Creator, Clinton in
September. 

By Suzanne Cox 
It was the type of telephone call every-

one dreads - someone we love is dying.  In
this case the call was to the Rev. Hunter
Isaacs, vicar of Saint Pierre’s Episcopal
Church in Gautier.  His brother, David
Haywood Isaacs (Woody), had leukemia and
would die soon if nothing was done.
Fortunately, this call also offered hope.

The request was made for Woody’s two
brothers to consent to blood tests in hope
of finding a close match for a Peripheral
Blood Progenitor Cell (PBPC) collection.
Isaacs was tested and proved to be a very
rare ten-out-of-ten match.  As the best match
available, he agreed to the procedure, and the process began.

]PBPC collection is a method of obtaining immature cells (pro-
genitor cells) by separating them from the peripheral blood.  The pro-
genitor cells are then used to restore bone marrow function as they
develop into red blood cells, white blood cells, or platelets, depend-
ing on which is needed by the body and on which substances are
used to stimulate their growth.  Rather than collecting the progenitor
cells by way of a bone marrow harvest, PBPC collection utilizes a
blood cell separator or centrifuge devise.

The procedure is carefully monitored and requires precise
preparation, beginning with extensive visits with the medical staff, in
this case at the Moffitt Cancer Center on the campus of the University
of South Florida in Tampa.  This center does about 300 PBPC collec-
tions each year. 

“For about a week I went to the cancer center and got two shots
each day, in alternating arms, of growth factors, a chemical designed
to cause the release of a large number of ‘peripheral blood progeni-
tor’ cells into the bloodstream,” said Isaacs.

During these visits, Isaacs was particularly impressed by the
interactions he observed between patients and staff and the relation-
ships that had developed during the treatment of long-term diseases.

“The staff tends to stay there at the cancer center for a long time,
often ten or fifteen years.  They are truly committed to the work and
love what they do,” said Isaacs.

As Isaacs began his preparations, his
brother had checked into the center also.  He
was to live in a sterile room for five weeks
while he received more chemotherapy prior
to the infusion of the progenitor cells.  When
offered the opportunity to visit his brother,
Isaacs and his wife, Cissy, quickly accepted.
“We visited and took pictures, and smarted off
at each other as brothers do when they meet
after an absence and they are a bit scared.”

Although the PBPC collection is some-
times accomplished by placing a central
venous catheter in the chest, Isaacs’ proce-
dure was done by taking the blood by needle
from one arm and then returning the remain-

ing components into his other arm by another needle after the pro-
genitor cells were collected. 

The process went smoothly for the first several hours until con-
cern arose about clotting and the needle had to be repositioned. 

“The first four hours there had been no pain at all.” said Isaacs.
“Then all of a sudden, with the shift of the needle, things got serious-
ly uncomfortable.  I wanted to get away from there in the worst way,
but at the same time I wanted to make sure I completed what I was to
do for my brother, which was to get those cells collected.  I could
have stopped, but I didn’t.  For that I need to thank my wife.”

Isaacs later learned it had taken eight hours and six circulations
of all the blood in his system to collect the necessary cells.  The pro-
cedure left him feeling dizzy and cold, and it would take time for him
to rebuild his own blood supply and regain his strength and energy.
After a three-week absence, though, he was ready to go home.

Surprisingly, Isaacs’ brother Woody never got sick.  He requires
the services of a 24-hour caregiver and currently spends from one to
four hours at the hospital every day for treatment and anti-rejection
medicines.

Isaacs said of his brother, “He will be in Hope House for three
months, and it looks as though he will make his next birthday,
December 23rd, by the grace of God, advanced technology, ‘love
blood,’ and many prayers from many people.”  Thanks be to God!

Priest’s blood saves brother in complex procedure

The Rev. Hunter Issacs, left, with brother Woody
who received ‘love blood’ and many prayers dur-
ing a complex blood therapy to fight leukemia.

Harley Hallelujahs

By Erin Dyson-Enamorado, Volunteer Coordinator
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Missy Brome and Herb Jones provided a Seder Supper, with the help of  Betty Sue and Stan Kline,
to the children’s Sunday school class at Holy Trinity, Vicksburg.

Multi-media workshops spice up 
children’s Sunday school in Vicksburg

By Herb Jones 
Holy Trinity Vicksburg’s Sunday school for elementary age children is using an innovative way

to experience Christian formation.  Major Bible stories and concepts are taught through kid friendly
multimedia workshops.

The same Bible story is taught each Sunday for six weeks, rotating the children workshops of
drama, games, movies, kitchen, music and art. With two age levels of children, the same teacher
teaches the same workshop to each age group. With at least six teachers, the teacher is leading a
workshop only twice in every six week cycle.

Not only is this convenient for the teachers, but should a child miss a Sunday, they are still
getting the story the other sessions in the cycle. The six week curriculum is Samuel; Moses; BCP &
Worship; Emmanuel God with us; Miracles of Jesus; Mystery of Easter; and What makes a church
special.

In conjunction with the study of Moses, Stan and Bettye Sue Kline from Anshe Chesed Temple
explained the Seder meal to both the children and adults.

Saints Participate in Pinwheels for Peace
by Jennifer Deaton, St. Andrew’s Chaplain

Blessed are those who work for peace; 
they are God’s children. Matthew 5:9

Following chapel on Friday, September
19, bright colors and written messages of
peace whirled across campus as Lower School
students “planted” pinwheels they had made
in their art classes. Over the weekend, more
than 400,000 pinwheels were planted world-
wide in observance of the International Day of
Peace. In the 1980s the United Nations passed
a resolution designating September 21 as an
annual celebration of the many ways in which
people throughout the world work for peace -
between nations, within communities, and
even among families and friends and in our
own lives. The Pinwheels for Peace project
was established just three years ago to coin-
cide with this observance.

Kathy Taylor, Lower School art teacher, learned of the project and coordinated the event at St.
Andrew’s Lower School. The children colored squares of paper, and were invited to write a message
of peace either in their own words, or in the words of famous women and men. “The beauty and
truth behind this project were the catalysts that made me commit to the creation of the pinwheels,”
Mrs. Taylor said. “The thoughts behind these colorful, swirling creations were ultimately the most
beautiful images.” 

Gibson Sims observes 10 year 
anniversary at Best Friends

By Carolyn McLendon

As owner of Best Friends, a pet crematori-
um in Jackson, Gibson Sims faces grief every
day. “The people who bring their pets here
really loved them; they want their animals’ lives
to end with dignity and respect.”

Years ago, when Sims’s dog died, there
was no crematorium, and Sims had no place to
bury his pet “That dog went into a land fill,” he
said. “I grieved about his end. I wanted more
for him than just being thrown on a garbage
dump. He had been an important part of my
life and I let him go to that?” 

That was when the idea of a pet crematori-
um came to Sims. Best Friends has been his
business for ten years, celebrating its anniver-
sary this month.

Sims has two rules in conducting his busi-
ness: first, every animal must be treated with
respect, and second, there are no secrets. The
client may see all the facilities and ask any ques-
tion and expect an answer. If the client wants
to be present for the actual cremation, that is easily arranged.

Although, as might be expected, the majority of pets brought to Best Friends are cats and dogs, Sims
has cremated iguanas, snakes, birds, rabbits, even a gold fish.

Most of Best Friends’ business comes through veterinarians, but Sims also has a large number of
Episcopal clients. Some people want to keep their pet’s ashes permanently; others want the ashes scat-
tered, usually on land the animal loved. “Whatever the client wants,” he said, “we do our best to provide.”

Prior to starting Best Friends, Sims worked for WLBT-TV and later was the general manager of  Lamar
Outdoor Advertising Company.  He is married to Carol and has three children: Gib, an executive with a
major insurance company in San Francisco; Sandy White, a homemaker in Lafayette, Louisiana; and Stuart,
a tenured professor at California State University who is taking courses at Arizona State University to com-
plete his Ph.D.

An active member of Chapel of the Cross, Madison. Sims served for three years as junior warden; was
in charge of the kitchen for several “Day in the Country” celebrations, is an usher, and generally helps
wherever he is needed. He thinks his advertisement in the Mississippi Episcopalian is most effective.
“Episcopalians from all over the state come to Best Friends,” he said. 

“If we treated people as we treat our pets, think what a happy world this would be.”



EVENTS
DIOCESAN CALENDAR

OCTOBER 2008

17-18
• Gray Center Board meets, Gray
Center
• Diocesan Worship Leaders
Conference, Gray Center

17-19
• Children’s Sabbath

19
Bishop Gray visits:
• St. Patrick’s, Long Beach - 10:30 a.m.
• St. Elizabeth’s, Collins - 6:00 p.m.

22
• Deacons’ Council, Allin House - 
11 a.m.
Bishop Gray visits:
• St. Peter’s by-the-Lake, Brandon -
6:30 p.m.

23
• Finance Committee meets - 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m., St. Andrew’s
Cathedral, Jackson

24-26
• Presbyter Spouse Retreat, Gray
Center

26
Bishop Gray visits:
• Trinity, Hattiesburg - 10:30 a.m.
• St. Stephen’s, Columbia - 5 p.m.

27-28
• Camp Directors meet, Gray Center

29
• St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
Convocation, Jackson - 10 a.m.

30-November 2
• Cursillo

31-November 2
• Jr. High DOY, Camp Bratton Green

NOVEMBER 2008

2
Bishop Gray visits:
• St. Philip’s, Jackson - 10:30 a.m.
• Cursillo - 2:00 p.m.

3
• Gray Center Executive Committee
meets, Gray Center - 2:00 p.m.

4
• Deadline for submittal to The
Mississippi Episcopalian
• Election Day - Don’t forget to vote!

5
Bishop Gray visits:
• Mediator, Meridian - 6:30 p.m.

7-8
• Center for Formation & Ministry -
“Praying in Color”: Drawing a New
Path to God, Gray Center

7-9
• Happening #68, Chapel of the
Cross, Madison

8
• Daughters of the King, All Saints’,
Jackson

9
Bishop Gray visits:
• Trinity, Pass Christian - 10:30 a.m.

11
• Deacons’ Council
• Fresh Start, South - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
St. John’s, Laurel

13
• Fresh Start, North - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
St. Peter’s, Oxford

14-15
• Healthy Congregations Workshop - 
8 a.m. - 12 noon, St. Mark’s, Gulfport
• ECW Fall Conference, Gray Center,
Canton

14-16
• Vocare, Camp Bratton-Green,
Canton

16
Bishop Gray visits:
• Christ Church/St. Mary’s, Vicksburg -
10:30 a.m.

16-18
• Presbyter Post-Ordination
Conference, Gray Center, Canton

20
• Mississippi Religious Leaders’
Conference - 12 noon
• Convocation Deans meet, 
11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Allin House

21-22
• Healthy Congregations Workshop -
8 a.m. - 12 noon, St. Peter’s, Oxford

22
• Gray Center Board Meeting - 9 a.m.
- 2 p.m., Gray Center 

23
Bishop Gray visits:
• St. John’s, Ocean Springs - 9:30 a.m.

26-28
• Allin House Closed - Thanksgiving
Holiday

30
• First Sunday of Advent

DECEMBER 2008

2
• Deadline for submittal to The
Mississippi Episcopalian

3-6
• Province IV House of Bishops

5-6
• Racial Reconciliation Training, Gray
Center

7
Bishop Gray visits:
• Grace, Rosedale - 8 a.m.
• Calvary, Cleveland - 11 a.m.

8
• Gray Center Executive Committee
meets - 2:00 p.m., Gray Center

10
• Standing Committee meets - 
11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Allin House

11
• Finance Committee meets - 
11 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., St. Andrew’s
Cathedral

14
Bishop Gray visits:
• St. Peter’s by-the-Sea, Gulfport -
10:30 a.m.

17
• Diocesan Trustees meet - 2:00 p.m.,
Allin House

18
• Executive Committee meets, Allin
House - 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 pm., 
St. Andrew’s Cathedral

21
Bishop Gray visits:
• St. Thomas’, Diamondhead - 10 a.m.

24-26
• Allin House Closed - Christmas
Holiday

25
• Christmas Day

12 The Mississippi Episcopalian October 2008

Episcopal Relief and Development Gifts for Life catalogs are now
available.  This year’s gift catalog features new items to fit any budg-
et, offering you even more ways to make a personal difference in the

lives of people living in extreme poverty around the world.
ERD works in partnership with the worldwide Church, ecumenical

agencies and local organizations in more than 40 countries, reaching close
to 2.5 million people in need.  By purchasing gifts from the catalog you
will provide families with a cow, pig or goat to ensure a steady food supply
and income; help communities build and maintain clean water and sanita-
tion systems; prevent disease by supplying mosquito nets, health services
and medicine; restore communities devastated by disaster.

Give gifts that empower individuals, restore communities and trans-
form lives.  Call 1-800-334-7626, ext. 6117 or go to www.er-d.org/giftsfor-
life to order catalogs for your parish or contact your diocesan coordinator,
Diane Livingston (228-265-4794 or dianelivingston@hotmail.com) for
questions, etc. 

ERD gift catalogs available now

The 2009 Gray Center and 
Camp Bratton-Green Calendars 

Just in Time  For Your Early Christmas Shopping!

Call NOW to reserve your copies at 601-859-1556 or

Send your check made out to 

The Gray Center to 1530 Way Rd., Canton, MS 39046

This year’s photographic creation is the work of Josh Hailey,
one of Mississippi’s most highly sought after photographic artist.
His work has been published and honored across the south and
nationally.  Did you see the article and his photos in the latest
Jackson Portico Magazine?  The spread was dedicated to Camp
Bratton-Green’s Special Sessions.

Don’t miss this chance to have an entire collection of Josh
Hailey’s creative work at a price everyone can afford.

$15.00 each and 2 for $25.00
Plus shipping and postage.

QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED
These will not be re-printed - when they are gone, there are no more.

They are Now In and Ready to Ship!


