
The Columbus Deanery 
Lenten School was devel-
oped to bring together mem-
bers of the various Episcopal 
Churches in order to pro-
mote collegiality and offer 
excellent education options. 
This year’s host parish is the 
Rev. Jennifer West and the 
congregation of St. Mat-
thew’s in Westerville.   
 
The dates of this year’s 
school are March 2, 9, 16, 
and 23.  We begin at 6:30 
p.m. with Holy Eucharist.   
A short fellowship time 
follows worship and classes 
begin at 7:15 p.m.  We end 
each evening’s activities at 
8:30 p.m.   
 
Child care will be available, 
but must be requested in 
advance.  Persons requiring 
accommodations for a dis-
ability also must notify the 
registrar in advance.      
 
 

Classes run either two or 
four weeks in length.    
Please indicate your 1st and 
2nd choices on the registra-
tion form.   
 
Lenten School registration 
fees are $10/person.  Fees 
cover expenses for coffee 
hour, child care, musicians, 
printing and postage.     
 
Unused funds are deposited 
in the deanery treasury.   
Individual courses may have 
additional costs for materials 
or books. 
 
Instructors for this year’s 
Lenten School are: 
 
Gary Percesepe, Ph.D.  
Prepare the Future Ohio 
 
Rev. Richard Burnett 
Trinity Columbus 
 
Rev. Dr. Susan W. Smith 
St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington 
 

Deanery Deacons 
various parishes 
 
Rev. Michael Ellis 
Retired Clergy 
 
Rev. Cn. Karl Ruttan 
Diocese of Southern Ohio 
 
Rev. Stephen Smith 
St. Patrick’s, Dublin 
 
Rev. David Kendall-Sperry 
Nancy Elkington 
St. John’s, Worthington 
 
 
Complete the registration 
form on page three of this 
flyer and send it with your 
check (payable to St. Mat-
thew’s Episcopal Church) to 
the registrar: 
 
Rev. Cricket Park 
St. Patrick’s Church 
7121 Muirfield Drive 
Dublin, OH  43017 
 
 

Formation through Worship, 
Fellowship and Education 

Eucharistic Ministers Wanted 

Volunteers are requested to preach, preside, 
deacon, and make music for each Tuesday eve-
ning’s Eucharistic celebration.  Lenten school 
participants have expressed their appreciation of 
those who’ve participated in the past.  It’s al-
ways good to hear new voices from the altar 
and pulpit.  
 
 

Coordinating the worship for Lenten School is 
St. Matthew’s rector, the Rev. Jennifer West.  
Please contact her directly to volunteer.  Her 
office phone is 614.882.2706 and her e-mail is 
jennifer-west@stmatthewswesterville.org. 
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People of Faith and Public Education 
Gary Percesepe, Ph.D.. Prepare the 
Future Ohio 
The meaning of Lent. The relationship 
of justice, faith, and public education in 
a Lenten  context.  Resolution B 025, 
and the call to service on behalf of pub-
lic education, to wit: "Resolved, That 
the General Convention urge every 
Episcopalian to give 40 hours a year in 
support of public education through 
direct service, participation in commu-
nity based educational enrichment op-
portunities, advocacy and/or teacher 
support.”  A modest proposal: That the 
Columbus Deanery commit itself to 
becoming an official "action tree" of 
Prepare the Future Ohio, as a way of 
answering God's call in our lives to 
educational justice, and in faithful re-
sponse to Resolution B 025 of our 
Church. We will unpack the nature of 
this commitment in some detail, as con-
sisting of four basic commitments, as 
spiritual and justice disciplines. 
Length: 2 Weeks (March 2 and 9) 
Audience: Adults 
 
Lead, Kindly Light: The Ecumenical 
Vision for a Global Church 
Rev. Richard Burnett, Trinity Columbus 
How do we Episcopalian Christians 
lead with confidence, humility and 
grace in a radically pluralistic and often 
fragmented world?  And, how do we do 
this in an increasingly secular and relig-
iously conflicted Columbus, Ohio? 
Length:  2 weeks (March  16 and 23) 
Audience:  Adults  
 
Meditating on Art through the  
Christian Year 
Rev. Dr. Susan Warrener Smith, 
St.  Mark's, Upper Arlington 
Acquire a new skill for contemplative 
reflection on the Bible; to use art as a 
tool for meditation on scripture; to bring 
Christian art out of the museum and 
back into the environment for which it 
was originally intended. 
Length:  4 weeks 
Audience:  Adults only 
 
The Abrahamic Faith 
Deanery Deacons, various parishes 
To increase knowledge and understand-
ing of the Abrahamic faiths. To promote 
acceptance of other faiths and their 

believers. To learn how to interact and 
communicate with others of different 
faiths. To demonstrate respect through 
understanding of cultural differences 
and the etiquette of others’ spirituality. 
Each Tuesday a panel of three people 
representing Judaism, Islam and Christi-
anity will present information and dis-
cuss: Theology, Cultural Etiquette, Lit-
urgy and Worship, Living out faith in 
service. 
Length:  4 weeks 
Audience: Adults 
 
Poetry in the 1982 Hymnal 
Rev. Michael Ellis, retired clergy 
Some of the hymn texts in the current 
Episcopal Hymnal are excellent poems 
in their own right.   This group will first 
discuss informally what, to our tastes, 
constitutes a great poem; and then will 
share in reading and reacting to selected 
texts from various sections of the Hym-
nal and from various eras, both ancient 
and modern.   Tunes will not be in-
cluded; the focus will be on recognizing 
and appreciating the texts only.  Class 
members will be invited to make their 
own suggestions of texts to share. 
Length:  4 weeks 
Audience: High School to Adult 
 
The Gifts of the English Spiritual 
Tradition 
Rev. Karl Ruttan, Diocese of Southern 
Ohio 
Participants will have a greater appre-
ciation and understanding of the English 
mystical tradition through the writings 
of five spiritual masters as they influ-
ence our tradition today. Four sessions: 
1) the English Tradition and Julian of 
Norwich;  2) The Poetry of George 
Herbert and the Anglican Divines; 3) 
Thomas Traherne and the Prayer Book;  
4) Modern Mystics: T.S Eliot and Eve-
lyn Underhill 
Length: 4 weeks 
Audience: High School to Adult 
 
Religion and Violence 
Rev. Stephen Smith. St. Patrick, Dublin 
The sessions will require reading of 
scripture and learning about the history 
of the Christian church, the good and 
the not so good.  It is hoped that those 
who take this class will come away with 
an understanding of the development of 

other faith traditions and the means of 
reconciling differences within and out-
side our own tradition.   
Length:  4 weeks 
Audience: Adults 
 
Historical Foundations of the Ameri-
can Episcopal Church: Role of the 
Church in 14th - 16th Century Europe  
Rev. David Kendall-Sperry and Nancy 
Elkington , St. John, Worthington 
Understand how the average European 
experienced the [Catholic] Church in 
the late Middle Ages. Understand the 
movement to translate the Bible into 
vernacular languages and the impact of 
that movement on the ordinary citizen. 
Understand some of the famous indi-
viduals (e.g., Luther, Calvin, Knox) 
who challenged the status quo and de-
manded a Reformation. Understand 
how the English Reformation differed 
from the religious revolutions occurring 
in continental Europe. Understand the 
role of the Reformation in the develop-
ment of new, “Protestant” religions 
(e.g., Lutheranism, Presbyterianism). 
Length:  2 weeks (March 2, 9)
Audience: High School to Adult 
 
Historical Foundations of the Ameri-
can Episcopal Church: The English 
Reformation and the American Epis-
copal Church 
Rev. David Kendall-Sperry and Nancy 
Elkington , St. John, Worthington 
Understand what distinguished the Eng-
lish Reformation from European 
“Protestant” movements occurring at 
about the same time. Understand why 
so many English citizens chose to emi-
grate to an unknown and undeveloped 
new world (America/New England). 
Understand the role that religion played 
in colonial New England daily life. 
Understand how the Puritan church(es) 
influenced the development of the 
American Episcopal Church that we 
know today. Reading materials to be 
announced 
Length:  2 weeks (March 16, 23) 
Audience: High School to Adult 
 
 

2010 Course Offerings 
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Fees for Lenten School are $10/
person. 
 
You may take two two-week classes 
or one four-week class. 
 
Course instructors will be given 
class rosters two-weeks before 
Lenten School begins.  They will 
contact you if you need to purchase 
additional books or materials.   
 
Please register as soon as possible if 
you require child-care or disability 
accommodations so that these may 
be arranged in a timely fashion. 
 
Lenten School is hosted by St.  
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 233 
S. State St. in  Westerville.  Direc-
tions are available on Google Maps 
or Mapquest.  Or, call 882-2706. 
 
Questions about the courses should 
be directed to the instructors.  Reg-
istration questions should be di-
rected to the registrar (614-766-
2664 or cbpark@aol.com). 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________  
E-mail: __________________________________ 
 
Parish affiliation: 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Course Selection (indicate 1st or 2nd choices) 
___ Meditating on Art through the Christian Year (4 weeks) 
 
___ The Abrahamic Faith (4 weeks) 
 
___ Poetry in the 1982 Hymnal (4 weeks) 
 
___ The Gifts of the English Spiritual Tradition (4 weeks) 
 
___ Religion and Violence (4 weeks) 
 
___ People of Faith and Public Education (3/2 and 3/9) 
 
___ Historical Foundations: The Role of the Church in 14th - 16th Century 
Europe (3/2 and 3/9) 
 
___ Lead, Kindly Light: The Ecumenical Vision for a Global Church (3/16 
and 3/23) 
 
___ Historical Foundations: The English Reformation and the American 
Episcopal Church (3/16 and 3/23) 
 
 
____ I will need child care for ____ child(ren) ages __________________. 
 
____ I will need the following disability accommodation to participate fully: 
 
 
 
Please mail this form with a check payable to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
(no cash, please) to the registrar: 
 
Rev. Cricket Park 
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church 
7121 Muirfield Drive 
Dublin, OH  43017 

Registration—2010 Columbus Deanery Lenten School 



Rev. C. B. Park, Lenten School Registrar 
7121 Muirfield Drive 

Dublin, OH  43017 

St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church 

the fellowship of the 
Church. Thereby, the 
whole congregation 
was put in mind of the 
message of pardon and 
absolution set forth in 
the Gospel of our Sav-
ior, and of the need 
which all Christians 
continually have to 
renew their repentance 
and faith. 
 
You, therefore, in the 
name of the Church, 
are invited to the obser-
vance of a holy Lent, 
by self-examination 
and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and 
self-denial; and by 
reading and meditating 
on God’s holy Word. 
 
 

Dear People of God: 
The first Christians 
observed with great 
devotion the days of 
our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection, and it be-
came the custom of the 
Church to prepare for 
them by a season of 
penitence and fasting. 
This season of Lent 
provided a time in 
which converts to the 
faith were prepared for 
Holy Baptism. It was 
also a time when those 
who, because of notori-
ous sins, had been 
separated from the 
body of the faithful 
were reconciled by 
penitence and forgive-
ness, and restored to 

Almighty and everlast-
ing God, you hate 
nothing you have made 
and forgive the sins of 
all who are penitent:  
Create and make in us 
new and contrite 
hearts, that we, wor-
thily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may ob-
tain of you, the God of 
all mercy, perfect re-
mission and forgive-
ness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

An Invitation to a Holy Lent—BCP pg. 264 


