
The Peace Garden
Dedicated and consecrated in 2008, the Peace 
Garden at St. Alban’s offers a serene setting 
for our churchyard columbarium. It also 
offers space for outdoor worship services and 
private contemplation, giving glory to God and 
extending our life of worship from inside the 
church onto our sacred church grounds. 

Adjacent to the Parish Hall, the Amphitheater 
provides a unique setting for performances, 
educational offerings and discussions. 
Additionally, the “West Hill” Gathering Lawn, 
located just below the Garden, offers a large, 
flat grassy area for play, sports, picnics, festivals 
or receptions.

In addition to being a place of remembrance 
of loved ones lost, the Peace Garden at St. 
Alban’s contains a carved granite altar and font 
where one can celebrate the Eucharist, perform 
weddings, or hold memorial services as well 
as baptisms. Here you will feel the nearness of 
God’s own love amidst the abiding presence 
of those laid to rest. It is a powerful symbol of 
our faith in the resurrection, to be present in 
the place where one can remember those who 
have gone before us.

Churchyard Burial
Throughout its history, the church has marked 
the beginning of new life with the Sacrament 
of Baptism and the end of mortal life and 
entrance into eternal life with the Mass of 
Christian Burial. Historically, burial took 
place within the church until all interior space 
was exhausted. Subsequently, churchyards 
became the common Christian burial places. 
As these churchyards filled up and land 
grew expensive, churches largely abandoned 
the role of providing a place for burial and 
commercial cemeteries sprang up to fill this 
void. Burial became increasingly expensive as 
a result and, as the church was distanced from 
the process, less sacred. St. Alban’s intends to 
reclaim the church’s historical role of burying 
our deceased, and thus honoring their lives, 
by a permanent memorial within their living 
community of faith. The sacred circle of 
Christian life, from baptism through burial, 
will once again be complete.

Cremation
Is cremation a faithful alternative? Yes, 
cremation is consistent with the Christian view 
that the physical body disintegrates and that 
God gives us a new spiritual body. This is in 
keeping with our confidence in resurrection 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Columbarium
The word “columbarium” derives from the 
Latin word for “dovecote”, a series of niches 
where domesticated doves nested. In modern 
times, the word ‘columbarium’ refers to a 
structure with recesses for cinerary urns. 
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The St. Alban’s Peace Garden provides two methods for 
permanent placement of cremation ashes: sealing ashes 
within the Columbarium walls (a niche in the garden 
wall); or, burial or scattering of ashes on the Memorial 
Hillside, beyond the gate at the South end of the garden

There are 62 niches in the St. Clare and St. Francis 
Columbarium walls. Each niche can accommodate up to 
two urns and will have a granite faceplate into which can 
be engraved the name and dates of birth and death for 
each of those interred. The cost of a niche is $1600 and 
includes the niche space itself, the opening and sealing 
after insertion and perpetual maintenance. Engraving of 
the faceplate is the responsibility of the owner. We can 
gladly supply references to stone cutters if needed.

Ashes may also be interred in the Memorial Hillside. 
Interment spaces have unobtrusive granite markers, 
which are referenced by a plotting grid and permanently 
recorded in the Parish Office. Initials and years of birth 
and death are engraved on the markers. The fee for 
Memorial Hillside interment is $600, which includes 
marker and engraving. Ashes may also be scattered on 
the South hillside at no charge.

Memorial Plaque
An additional 
opportunity for 
memorializing loved 
ones is to have their 
names engraved on 
our Memorial Plaque, 
located just outside 
the side door of Bonoff 
Hall, as one approaches 
the amphitheater.  The 

suggested contribution is $100 per name.

Detailed information and application packets are 
available upon request through the Parish Office. 
Tel: (207) 799-4014; Email: stalbans@stalbansmaine.org.
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