MINISTRY MEMO 
for
Clergy, Wardens and Lay Leaders of the

Diocese of Nebraska

March 19, 2008
From the Bishop
Dear Friends in Christ,

You will soon be receiving a letter and materials related to our fourth annual appeal for the Alleluia Fund.  This Fund has enabled us to help support a remarkable array of mission and ministry projects in parishes large and small across the diocese.  It enables us to provide seed and scholarship money, grants for special needs, building projects, and mission initiatives, as well as promote youth ministry in a variety of settings.  The fund, as you may recall, was greatly strengthened from the very beginning by a two million dollar gift, plus a two million dollar challenge grant from the Clarkson Episcopal Foundation.

However, the heart and soul of this appeal is to the clergy and people of our diocese, whose gifts, large and small, go directly to fund the ideas, hopes, and dreams of congregations seeking growth, outreach, and mission opportunities.  Our ability to continue to raise significant capital gifts—of which there have been quite a few—depends on the breadth and depth of support from our clergy and congregations. 

Therefore I urge you to set aside a Sunday during the Great Fifty Days of Easter, or else make this appeal a regular Sunday feature during this holy season, and encourage your fellow members to make a gift of any amount—large or small—to support this vital Nebraska based ministry.  

I also make a special appeal to the clergy to support the Alleluia Fund with a gift of one dollar, ten dollars, one hundred dollars, or more—whatever you feel you can do.  The percentage of support from our clergy, and our congregations, is often the figure that convinces a potential major donor to support the Alleluia Fund.  The amount of one’s gift is not nearly as important as the fact that the gift is given.

Finally, I remind you that the Alleluia Fund is overseen by the Executive Commission, and this group regularly reviews and approves grant requests that show imagination and promise in developing mission and ministry initiatives.  We welcome your application!

Our lay and ordained staff members and resource people here at the diocesan center join me in wishing to you and yours a blessed Holy Week, and a joyful Easter season.

Faithfully yours,

+Joe
News of the Family

The Rev. Jane Heenan, retired from Holy Trinity Church in Lincoln, died Friday March 14th in Texas.  Please keep Jane’s daughter and son in law and daughter in law in your prayers.
Churches in Transition
St. Alban’s, McCook:  The Rev. Mary Hendricks of Little Rock, Arkansas has accepted the call to become the new rector of St. Alban’s.  Starting date is yet to be determined.

 

Church of the Holy Spirit, Bellevue:  The parish has formed a Search Committee which will be drawing up a parish profile in the coming months. They are not receiving names at this point.

Church of the Resurrection, Omaha:  The Rev. Judi Yeates has announced her resignation effective the end of March.  She is to become the new Canon to the Ordinary May 1st, as The Rev. Tim Anderson transitions into his new position. The vestry is at the very beginning stage of examining options for future pastoral leadership.

St. Augustine’s, Omaha (Elkhorn):  The Rev. Jay Gabb has announced that he will retire no later than the end of this year.  The vestry is in the beginning phase of developing a parish profile.

Part time positions are available at St. John’s, Valentine and St. John’s, Broken Bow.  Ideally, these parishes are looking for a retired priest who would be willing to serve part time.  Rectories are available.  If you know of anyone who might be interested or needs further information about these positions, please contact Canon John Schaefer. 

 
BISHOP’S SCHEDULE AND DIOCESAN EVENTS
February – August 2008
March 2008

Mar. 16
Palm/Passion Sunday, Bishop in Residence, Trinity Cathedral, 10:30 a.m.
Mar. 20
Maundy Thursday, Bishop in Residence Trinity Cathedral, 6 p.m.

Mar. 21
Good Friday, Bishop in Residence, Trinity Cathedral, 12 noon

Mar. 22
Easter Eve, Bishop in Residence, Trinity Cathedral, 7 p.m.
Mar. 23
Easter Day, Bishop in Residence, Trinity Cathedral, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Mar. 30
Bishop’s Visitation, Church of the Resurrection, Omaha

April 2008

Apr. 6

Bishop’s Visitation, St. Andrew’s, Omaha

Apr. 7-9
Midwest Bishops Family Systems Group, St. Louis, MO
Apr. 13
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Mark’s on the Campus, Lincoln
Apr. 17-20
Cursillo, Halsey, NE

Apr. 18-20
Deacons’ Spring Retreat
Apr. 20
Bishop’s Visitation, St. John’s, Broken Bow

Apr. 25-27
Women’s Ministries Retreat – Saint Benedict Center, Schuyler  

Apr. 23-26
National Consultation on Baptismal Theology, tba

Apr. 27
Bishop’s Visitation, All Saints, Omaha

May 2008
May 1-3   
Provincial Faith Formation Summit Estes Park, Colorado

May 2-3
Planning for Tomorrow Conference, Lincoln, NE
May 4

Bishop’s Visitation, St. Mark's, Hastings, St. John's, Harvard

May 11
Bishop’s Visitation, Holy Spirit, Bellevue

May 12-14
House of Bishops Theology Committee, Virginia Theological Seminary
May 26-30
2004 Class of Bishops Continuing Education, General Seminary, NYC
June 2008
June 10-12
Province VI Commission on Ministry, Fargo, ND

June 12-14
Provincial Synod, Province VI, Fargo, ND
June 20-21
Diocesan Daughters of the King, Grand Island

July 2008
July 8-13
National Episcopal Youth Event, Trinity University, San Antonio, TX

July 16 – August 3
 Lambeth Conference, Canterbury, England. 
Announcements!

The College of St. Mary’s Chorus will be featured on the 9:00 p.m. news on KPTM Fox 42 on Sunday, March 23. This Easter feature story will focus on the choir's recent Italy tour and performance at the papal audience. KPTM filmed the CSM Chorus in rehearsal and will be interviewing CSM students Elizabeth Elliott and Jenni Herchenbach and director Marty Wheeler Burnett later this week. The story will also be available online at www.kptm.com
STAFF POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT

Following is a posting from the National Church Office, for a position which will be located in Omaha, Nebraska.  Please do not call the Diocesan Office about this posting, as we are not part of the search process.  Inquiries and interest may be sent to the  address  at the bottom of the posting.
Position:
ASSOCIATE PROGRAM OFFICER FOR SMALL AND SPECIALIZED CONGREGATIONS (CENTER FOR EVANGELISM & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE)
Announcement

Date:


March 19, 2008

Closing Date:

April 18, 2008

Contact:

Vivian Harrison, Human Resources Manager

The Center for Evangelism and Congregational Life groups together those activities that support dioceses, organizations and congregations to effect Church growth and vitality. The purpose of this work is to further God’s mission by serving and equipping the people of the Episcopal Church. 

Within the Center, the Associate Program Officer focusing on Small and Specialized Congregations is responsible for serving and equipping congregations and worshipping communities that are small (those with an Average Sunday Attendance of 70 or less),  specialized with regards to setting (including urban and rural settings) and structure (including total/local collaborative ministry, clusters, mergers, and emerging communities.) 

Essential responsibilities: The development of resources for these congregations, creating and maintaining web sites, planning and implementing trainings and conferences, and speaking at Diocesan and Provincial events. Priorities include engaging in building collaborative working relationships with existing networks, groups, organizations, committees of General Convention and institutions currently serving small and specialized congregations; and  facilitating the formation of new networks where needed. 

Qualifications: A Bachelor’s degree and theological education/training (advanced degree preferred); thorough knowledge of the Episcopal Church; an ability to articulate a thorough understanding of Evangelism; experience in multiple congregations and a contextual understandings of congregational development theory; willingness/ability to preach at worship services when requested; willingness to collaborate with colleagues across denominations; effective written, oral and interpersonal skills; computer literacy. Preferred qualifications: experience in program development; English-Spanish fluency.

This position is based in the regional office in Omaha, Nebraska and travel is estimated at 25% - 50%.

Salary is commensurate with experience and includes a generous benefits package. EOE, m/f/d/v encouraged to apply. 

To apply, submit a cover letter with salary requirements, a resume and a list of three professional references to eccjobs@episcopalchurch.org and indicate in the subject line: Associate Program Officer, Small and Specialized Congregations.
Please, no telephone inquiries. Qualified applicants will be contacted.

Seminars/Workshops/Training/EVENTS!
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES RETREAT:  April 25-27, 2008

“The Way, the Truth and the Life”
Women’s Ministries of the Diocese of Nebraska is sponsoring a retreat to be held at Saint Benedict Retreat Center in Schuyler, NE. The retreat leader is Deacon Diana Champagne from Church of the Holy Spirit, Bellevue. 
“The Way, the Truth and the Life” is the theme of the retreat. 
All women of the diocese are invited to participate.

REGISTRATION FORM:

Please bring: Prayer book and Bible, notebook and pen, comfortable clothes,
female friends or family

Send registration and check made out to “Diocese of Nebraska” by April 1, 2008 to Pat Wellnitz, PO Box 96, Rushville, NE 69360.

Name _______________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
Phone__________________ Email ________________________________________________

Church __________________________________________________

A check is enclosed _____________ for a double room or ______________for a single room.

Preferred roommate ____________________________________________________________
Transportation needed from ______________________________________________________
Map/directions needed _________      Special needs: Dietary____________________________ Mobility ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

CURSILLO WEEKEND APRIL 17-20 AT Halsey, Neb.

This will serve as a gentle reminder to all to include information about Cursillo's  2008 Weekend in your announcements, bulletins and newsletters, as well as to encourage sponsorship and candidacy in your congregations. "God's Love Embraces All", is the theme of the Weekend.  It will be held April 17-20 at the 4 H facility in Halsey, Ne . Additional information and application forms may be found on the Web site: www.nebraskaepiscopalcursillo.org . The logo for the Weekend is attached for your use.

 

De Colores

 

Nebraska Cursillo Secretariat

Nancy Brown, Lay Director

_____________________________________________________________________
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SUMMIT 2008 – A Faith Formation Training Conference

May 1-2, 2008

YMCA of the Rockies

Estes Park, Colorado

Workshops that instruct

General Sessions that inspire

Worship that nourishes the soul
This conference is for those who minister with children and youth. It will offer a large selection of seminars and workshops to assist staff and volunteers who strive for effective and excellent faith formation ministry.

It is not too early to register for the 2008 Faith Formation Summit on May 1-3.  Registration includes accommodation for May 1-2, meals, all program costs and light snacks.  Cost runs from $375 for single to $250 each per four person accommodations.  “Long Hikes”  are extended, multi-day seminars which begin on May 1st and will include Godly Play Outside the Box and Peer Ministry Training. “Short Hikes are 1-2 hours seminars by experts in their field to instruct leadership in children and youth ministry such as:  Middle School Ministry and “The Emergent Church and Faith Formation.”  For information about registration contact The Rev. Ruth Jaynes at rjaynes@episcopal-ne.org, or Toll free: (866) 341-5373.   
A Day in the Life

The Bishop’s Journal
February 2008
Feb. 1.  Home Office Day.

Feb. 2.  Day off.

Feb. 3. No visitation scheduled.

Feb. 4.  Attended quarterly meeting of the Clarkson Regional Health Services Board at Clarkson Hospital.  

Feb. 5.  Staff meeting and office plans cancelled due to snow.  Worked in home office today.

Feb. 6.  Celebrated at noonday Ash Wednesday liturgy at Trinity Cathedral.  Afternoon conference call with my colleagues in the Bishops’ class of 2004.
Feb. 7.  Morning appointment with Robert Schlismann, retiring Sr. Warden of Holy Trinity, Lincoln, to discuss a range of matters.  Finance Committee meeting at noon.  Afternoon appointment with Dean Ernesto Medina, and then later a meeting with Canons Schaefer and Anderson, and Administrative Assistant Nancy Nichols.

Feb. 8.  Home office today, preparing for Visioning Day tomorrow in Grand Island, and Sunday visitation in Central City.

Feb. 9.  Left Omaha and drove very early to be at St. Stephen’s, Grand Island, for their Visioning Day led by Chris Roberts.  Newly appointed Canon-to-be Judi Yeates joined us as an observer.  A good and productive day, which was followed by a brief visit late afternoon with rector Catherine Kuschel.  Overnight in Grand Island, preparing for tomorrow.

Feb. 10.  Drove early to Christ Church, Central City, for 9 a.m. eucharist, at which I preached and celebrated.   So good to be back here for visitation—some time has elapsed since the last one, and many tentative dates have been changed due to weather or local circumstances.  A good group is present, with some visitors from the neighborhood.  Following the service we met for coffee in the parish hall and an extended conversation about goings on in the diocese and wider church, as well as about the future of Christ Church.  A delicious lunch was served, and more convivial conversation followed.  I left to drive back to Omaha around 2 p.m., satisfied and pleased with the spirit and energy present here!  Arrived home late afternoon.

Feb. 11.  Day off at home, doctor appointments and other personal business..

Feb. 12.  In Office, catching up on administrative matters.  Early afternoon appointment with Sandra Squires, Diocesan President of Daughters of the King; Sandra was joined by DOK member and chaplain Ruth Jaynes.  Appointments later with Judi Yeates, and later with Sarah Grubb, who is seeking candidacy status for ordination from St. David’s, Lincoln.

Feb. 13.  Morning appointment with Gilbert Ward.  Noontime lunch and program at the Downtown Rotary Club meeting at the Field Club.  I was joined by our Tri-Faith Partners Bob Freeman and Jon Meyers from Temple Israel, Shakil Ahmed from the American Institute of Islamic Studies and Culture, and together we presented the history and vision of our partnership, and brought the group up to date on our plans.  We were well received, and there were many good questions asked.  Afternoon appointment with Deacon Phil Chapman back at the diocesan office.  Telephone conference with Fr. Chris Roberts.

Feb. 14.  Working in home office on upcoming projects and meetings, reading material for Living Stones Conference coming up this weekend.

Feb. 15.  Home office in the morning, then off in the afternoon, packing for drive to DesMoines tomorrow.

Feb. 16-18.  In DesMoines for Living Stones Baptismal Ministry Conference, made up of member dioceses from around the Episcopal Church, the Anglican Church of Canada, and beyond.  A good meeting, punctuated by a pretty good blizzard on Sunday.  Canon John Schaefer, who takes Catherine Scott’s place as Ministry Coordinator in our diocese, and Deacon Phil Chapman, also represented us there.  I arrived back in Omaha Monday night, in order to be present for a morning appointment.

Feb. 19.  Morning meeting with Tom O’Dell at All Saints to discuss a variety of items.  Home office work in the afternoon.

Feb. 20.  Spent morning preparing for upcoming Executive Commission meeting.  Took part of the afernoon off.

Feb. 21.  Appointments this morning with Chris Roberts, Judi Yeates, and Catherine Kuschel to review the Visioning Day at St. Stephen’s, Grand Island, and to consider possibilities for moving forward in ministry there.  Lunch appointment with Judi Yeates and Resurrection House intern Lara Shine.  Afternoon spent preparing materials for Executive Commission meeting tomorrow.

Feb. 22.  Members of the Executive Commission gathered at St. Augustine’s in Elkhorn/Omaha in the early afternoon.  I met previously with new members for purposes of orientation.  Afternoon and evening sessions followed, and we also enjoyed the wonderful hospitality of St. Augustine’s for dinner.

Feb. 23.  Meetings continued this morning, beginning with eucharist in the church, and a delightful breakfast buffet.  Following late morning adjournment, I met with several individuals briefly, and then with a group to discuss matters related to diocesan pooled funds and parish investments.  At home in the afternoon preparing for visitation tomorrow.

Feb. 24.  Drove very early to Grand Island for 9 a.m. service, at which I celebrated, preached, and officiated at baptism, confirmation, and reception, assisted by the Rector, Catherine Kuschel, and Deacons Dave Stoddard and Betsy Bennett.   A very good service, and good attendance, followed by a reception in the parish hall, and then a pizza lunch with the rector, several Hastings College students, and others to discuss vocations and life in the church today.  After lunch I accompanied Catherine to a local retirement home and enjoyed visits with several, including a brief service of confirmation for one of the residents, Marie Elizabeth (Libby) Peterson.  Back to church for a late afternoon meeting with the wardens and vestry, where I was joined by Canon-in-waiting, Judi Yeates.  Drove home to Omaha tonight, making several cell phone calls along the way, and arriving late.
Feb. 25.  Day off, though not without a share of email and telephone work!

Feb. 26.  Morning meeting with Tim Anderson, John Schaefer, Judi Yeates, and Nancy Nichols to discuss preliminary plans for Annual Council in Gering, to be held this coming November.  Late morning telephone conference call with Kelsey Hogue, rector of St. Francis Scottsbluff, and host rector to the council.  Lunch with group, and then afternoon planning session for transition with Tim, John, Judi, and Nancy.  

Feb. 27.  Morning appointment with the Rev. William Salmon, a United Methodist minister representing an Episcopal boarding and military school in Salinas, Kansas—a good conversation about an important ministry in education in our region.  Met with Chris Mottl, Episcopal Chaplain at Clarkson Hospital, to discuss plans for the re-dedication of the newly renovated Clarkson Chapel, set for March 27.  Lunch meeting with Dr. Louis Burger, president of Clarkson College, to discuss ways of strengthening the Episcopal Church’s ties to this historically Episcopal institution.  Afternoon work in office, including conference call with a subcommittee appointed by the Presiding Bishop to discuss issues related to the efficiency and effectiveness of seminaries and seminary education today.

Feb. 28.  Home office day, catching up on correspondence, and preparing materials for next week’s House of Bishops meeting in Camp Allen, TX.  

Feb. 29.  Study day, reading, writing, research, and more preparation for upcoming bishops meeting.
DIOCESE OF NEBRASKA STAFF/ RESOURCE LIST
109 North 18th Street

Omaha, Nebraska 68102

(402) 341-5373            (402) 341-8683 (Fax)     Toll Free Number (866) 341-5373

email: diocese@episcopal-ne.org     Web: www.episcopal-ne.org
Bishop – Ext 116

The Rt. Rev. Joe Goodwin Burnett 

email: jburnett@episcopal-ne.org
Canon to the Ordinary – Ext 119



The Rev. Tim Anderson





 

email: tanderson@episcopal-ne.org




Canon for Clergy Development and Parish Renewal – Ext 122
The Rev. John Schaefer

Cell (402) 690-0991      Email: jschaefer@episcopal-ne.org
Diocesan Administrator – Ext 118

Nancy Nichols

Email: nnichols@episcopal-ne.org
Financial Administrator – Ext 127

Sue Renninger

srenninger@episcopal-ne.org
Ministry Development Assistant – Ext 140

The Rev. Robert Bee




 

email: bbee@episcopal-ne.org



Christian Formation Consultant – Ext 138

The Rev. Ruth Jaynes




email:  rjaynes@episcopal-ne.org
Diocesan Secretary – Ext 114

Ellen Knowles

Email:  eknowles@episcopal-ne.org
Diocesan Youth Coordinators
Located in each Deanery 
Central and Western

Noelle Ptomey – nptomey@episcopal-ne.org
Eastern – Robin Heller – heller101@cox.net
Southeastern – Janet Squires – jsquires@episcopal-ne.org
Northeastern – Karen Coolidge – kcoolidg_1@msn.com
Archdeacon
The Ven. James Visger

402-483-5712

visgermnj@aol.com
Nebraska Episcopalian

Don Rabbe, Editor
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