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Holy Family members complete
Honduran mission trip
by Leamarie True

And He said, “Let
the little ones
come.” They are
at the school,
they are at the
residence. They
are in the streets
wanting to get in to the school, needing
food, clothing, education. Their eyes look up
to us. Are we there for them?

I remember their eyes, their smiles, their ener-
gy, and the strength they show every day of their
lives in living, learning and giving. Yes, these small
ones who have so little and need so much, shared
their snacks with us during a recess time at school,
and the children helped cook and serve us lunch
at the residence. When a neighbor’s house burned
down, they brought small gifts of a cup of rice, a
box of cereal, a single juice pack, a single serving
of beans. Their generosity put me to shame. 

The children of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, come
from the poorest area of the city. They live in
houses made from scrap lumber and found pieces
of sheet metal for roofing, the hard packed dirt
of the condemned section of town for flooring.
They go to school funded by people who have
never met them, or come to see them once a year.
The children who are homeless are sheltered by a
remarkable missionary, selfless and giving her all,
because of the commandment continued on page 2
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us, to love them as ourselves.
The school, though lacking in even the basic necessities of

teaching equipment, even lacking textbooks, still meets the
children’s most basic educational and emotional needs. The
teachers there give of their knowledge, tenderly and lovingly.
The lessons are written on the board; the children copy from
the board, making their own textbooks for study. They learn
songs that teach, and they hear and remember stories – sto-
ries of the Christ that came to heal, teach, and save the
world. They know we are there because the love of Christ
sent us to them. They are hungry, not just for food to nourish
their bodies, but hungry for the love they do not always get
at home, for safety from the cruel streets of town, for learn-

ing so one day they improve their
circumstances. They are hungry for
the Word of God that tells them
they are loved unconditionally.
They are hungry for the presence
of those who show them that
God’s love is real through our
actions and gifts.

I learn from them. I learn that sharing is more important
than getting, that learning is more important than accumula-
tion, that love is real. I see it in their eyes, their smiles, their
eagerness to learn, their gifts they are willing to share so
freely. I learn from them that to give means more than writ-
ing a check. I learn that a hug and a smile shows them that I,
too, love God, and because of my relationship with Christ, I
want to give more to them. They share their often painful
experiences openly and unashamedly. I see that God is heal-
ing them. God is growing them. God is saving them. God
loves them unconditionally because they are His. They know
they are His. I learn from them and am humbled. I want to do
more.

Phyllis Seitz and Leamarie True traveled to Honduras in March 2008,
to work at the LAMB Institute and children’s residence there. Much
work has been done there by many different church groups. Much
work remains to be done. One of Leamarie’s goals is to raise money for
a permanent set of textbooks for the school. The teachers have asked
for supplies and mentioned many times that they teach without books
for the children. Please talk with either Phyllis or Leamarie to find out
how you can get involved.
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The Rector’s Letter
As the Church reckons time, we’re in the long season

“after Pentecost.”  It’s the time that is sometimes called
“ordinary time,” and the color of our vestments and altar
decorations is green, the color of life and growth. Jesus, at
the very end of the Gospel of Matthew, commanded his
disciples to “make disciples of all people…baptizing and
…teaching.” We are in the business, here at Holy Family,
of making it possible for people to follow Jesus. 

Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, once said
that the Church is the only society on earth that exists for
the benefit of its non-members. The Church of the Holy
Family often behaves as if we believe this, especially in the
way the people of this parish see needs and say, “We can
help.”  In fact, when Bishop Alexander suggested that I
take a look at the Church of the Holy Family—at an inter-
view for another parish! but that is another story—he
added, “Those people up there in Jasper don’t know how
to say ‘We can’t do that’.” In many parishes, outreach
takes a back seat when the congregation is planning and
building a new building. That wasn’t true here at Holy
Family. I think of the excitement in the last decade as the
Food Pantry and the Good Samaritan Health and Wellness
Center took on lives of their own, moving from discussions
of needs observed to brainstorming of ways to meet those
needs, to sharing the excitement and recruiting others to
help, to becoming fully operational, and, ultimately, to
becoming independent, lovingly-launched 501c 3 organi-
zations. And check out reports in this issue of Family Notes
about the ministry of our “Rembrandt Society” of “Holy
Rollers,” who, under the leadership of Jerry Tyson, by their
labor are saving thousands of painting dollars for the
Appalachian Children’s Emergency Shelter. Or celebrate
the gifts of parishioners to the Faith Build of Pickens
County’s Habitat for Humanity, who, along with Catholics
and Presbyterians, framed the latest Habitat house.   What
beautiful examples of what William Temple was talking 

continued on next page
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about!  Holy Family was being the Church, the People of
God, seeking to benefit those whose needs they could help
meet.

What if we were to take this same “can-do” spirit, and
seek out and invite into our parish any and all people
who are spiritually hungry? who are seeking to know
God and see God at work  in their lives? who are longing
to be set free from sin and move in a new direction?
What if it was our goal to welcome each new person
whom God sends through our doors, and to offer him or
her a chance to meet God as they never have before?
What would we need to do so that when they walked
out to the parking lot after coffee hour, they would say:
“Wow!  We met God here today!  This  wasn’t the way
I’ve ever worshiped before.  It seemed a little different
from what I was used to.  But  I think I’d like to learn
more.  And these people seem so genuine.  They accept-
ed me just the way I am.  They seem so full of purpose
and joy!  I can’t wait to come back!”  

What would happen in the parking lot?  What would
happen as they walked into the church building?  What
would happen as they entered the church, and sat down
among people in hushed expectation and prayer? What
would happen as they experienced an engaging but
somewhat unfamiliar way of worshiping?  What would
the music be like?  What would the sermon be like? Who
greeted them and got to know their names, and some-
thing about them, and introduced them to some other
parishioners?  How would they learn about other oppor-
tunities for service and worship here?  What would hap-
pen when, the next Sunday, they brought their friends?
How soon would “they” be “we”?

What would happen to US, here and now, if we
choose, whenever we gather for worship, to “exist for
the benefit of those who are not yet members”?  

With love and hope, Mary
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On the weekend of April
26, 2008, the Vestry held a
retreat at Camp Timberidge
in Mableton, Georgia. To
help facilitate our meeting,
we had the able assistance of
Rev. Pat Grace, a priest from
St. Lukes, Atlanta. Pat kept
the group on
a tight agen-
da while we
reviewed the
history and
progress of
our church to
date in order
to establish a
foundation
for planning
sessions to
take place
this summer
and fall. We examined our
Mission Statement only to
discover that we have three
Mission Statements! This will
be one of the first responsi-
bilities of the Planning com-
mittee to consolidate to one
clear and concise Mission
Statement.

We reviewed our path
from a “mission or family”
church to our current status
categorized as somewhere
between a “pastoral” or a
“program” size church. This is
all defined by the size of our

congregation and the various
ministries involved in running
the church. This understand-
ing is very important when
assessing the needs and plans
for the future.
We looked at the strengths
assets of the various members

of the current Vestry and
examined the need to plan
for the leadership of our vari-
ous ministries. 

Time was spent on
“dreaming” of what we
would like to see in the
future of Holy Family.
Everything from a church
school building with a perma-
nent youth director to a sen-
ior care facility to senior inde-
pendent housing was
explored together with many
other ideas. Two areas of 

Vestry members attend retreat 

Vestry members held their retreat  at Camp
Timberidge in Mableton.

continued on page 6
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Membership Happenings
Holy Family welcomes the following: Catharine Cernell and
Brandon Williams, 231 Jordon’s Park Trail, Jasper, GA  30143;
and Katherine Cornell, 11608 Big Canoe, Big Canoe, GA
30143.
We give thanks for the life and witness of those who have
died: Kanren Owens, Hilda Dyches, Jim Thurber, Roy Brown,
Lenore Demay, Elizabeth Chernoff, and Allen Anderson.
We give thanks for the baptism of Courtlynn Ryane Colburn
and Kylie Ann Colburn, granddaughters of Pam Rohrer; and
for the upcoming baptism of Lauren Estelle Burnie, grand-
daughter of Tom and Susan Almy, on July 6.
We ask God’s blessing on the 2008 graduates: Whitney Anne
Lewis, Daniel Pattillo, Lauren Robinette, Geoffrey Rowson,
Jenny Schultz, John Michael Bedingfield, Chelsea Cote,
Alexander Redfield Downey, Zach Fraysier, David Dewey King,
Katherine Maddux, Zachary Porter, Andrew Roach, Peter Ruiz,
and Elly Terry.

Vestry retreat           continued from page 5

interest by all were education
and outreach.  

Special sessions were spent
on the Art and Soul project
and Education. Patricia Tyson
has agreed to head our fall
fundraiser for outreach,
newly named “Heart and
Soul.”  This festival will all be
held near the conference cen-
ter and will focus on the yard
sale and silent auction. In
addition, there will be activi-
ties for the children and a
barbeque. The proposed date
is October 18th with a rain
date of October 25. The spe-
cial session on education
focused on children’s educa-

tion. While no conclusions
were drawn, many ideas
were put forth as to how to
enhance the education expe-
rience while making the
schedule convenient for par-
ents and teachers. Pat Grace
will be called to conduct a
separate planning session for
education. 

The weekend was a good
bonding experience for the
vestry members and refresh-
ing from the standpoint of
idea exchange. We hope as
the year unfolds that many of
the initiatives discussed at the
meeting will create positive
change at Holy Family.

by Nick Munson



Church of the Holy Family 7

Recently Patricia Tyson and
Joan Greer attended the
Province IV Altar Guild
Conference at Kanuga. The
conference opened with a
Eucharist in the Chapel of the
Transfiguration presided over
by Rev. Martha Hedgpeth of
Christ Church, Charlotte, N.C.
Each day started with
Morning Prayer in the out-
door chapel and at one of
these services old linens were
deconsecrated. Each morning
Rev. Hedgpeth led a study of
Biblical Women: Bold
Faithfulness Overlooked. 

An afternoon workshop
was held on “Candles: Their
Care and Usage” and
“Recycling Candles.” Other
workshops were held on
“Palm Arrangements for
Palm Sunday” and “Cutting

Gardens for Churches.” One
afternoon attendees had a
wonderful time at the North
Carolina Arboretum. Patricia
and Joan had a wonderful
visit with two lovely ladies,
Dene and Jeanette, who
were considered the experts
on linens. 

One of the highlights was
the Show and Tell gathering
and Holy Family’s representa-
tives picked up a lot of tips
from many of the ladies. This
was a small conference and it
was very special to get to
know these wonderful ladies
who were so dear. 

It is hoped that more
members can attend next
year. The Altar Guild is in
need of volunteers; this is a
unique ministry and one that
has blessed many folks.

Altar Guild Conference held at Kanuga  
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Thanks to the efforts of
many, the Appalachian
Children’s Emergency Shelter
(ACES) will soon be opening
in Jasper. Community volun-
teers, spearheaded by Holy
Family’s Jerry Tyson, have
pitched in to finish wood trim
and painting, to bring the
shelter opening
closer. This shelter
helps to fill a
growing need for
children who are
victims of abuse
and neglect. There
are only 30 certi-
fied foster homes
available in
Pickens County
and as of January, 2008, there
were 98 children in the foster
care system. Eight children
can stay for up to 90 days
while they are waiting to be
placed.

The shelter will accept chil-
dren between the ages of

eight and seventeen. There
will be separate living spaces
for the girls and boys with a
study hall in each of those
areas. An activity room, a
group therapy room and
administrative offices will
also be part of the facility.

Volunteers are needed to

provide donations of money,
furnishings, school supplies,
clothing and personal care
items, as well as provide spe-
cial meals for the children
and host activities. Mentors
and tutors are also needed.

To volunteer contact
Robyn Richardson
at communityrela-
tions@acespick-
ens.org.  Financial
donations can be
made online at
www.acespick-
ens.org or by mail-
ing to ACES, P. O.
Box 786, Jasper,
GA 30143.

Opening of Children’s Shelter nearer
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....and all he said was
"what do you want
me to do today, I had
some free time."  The
Woodworker retur-
neth!  He caulked
some very missed
areas, all morning.
And then the Art
Angels appeared and

like hummingbirds they were
everywhere at once. Two paint-
ed a tail on the big star, anoth-
er drew straight lines along the
walls. Then they taped off
squares in the foyer. As I paint-
ed (the holy roller job) I heard
them talk about stencils, paint,
pencils, brushes, designs, etc. Is
this a Children’s Shelter, a
cathedral, or an art museum in
the woods?  
And out of nowhere I saw an
image. It was an old Indian
chief standing on a high bluff
overlooking a beautiful and
fruitful valley. As he lifted his
arms high to the heavens
above he said, "O Great
Creator let the warriors make
war and let the peacemakers
build happy dwellings for those
of great need.”  And all of the
inhabitants of the valley spoke
in their own tongue “Amen,
amen.” 

Chief O Happy Day
(Jerry Tyson)

It’s worth becoming a “Holy Roller”
just to receive Jerry’s daily emails!
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Holy Family members
observed Memorial Day on
Sunday, May 25, with a brief
remembrance in the Memorial
Garden. Pete
Cook led the
pledge of alle-
giance, after
which former
Congressman
Ben Blackburn
said a few
words about remembering the
fallen as individuals, not just as
members of a group. He told
stories of people that he had
known during times of war
that made everyone remember
similar people. 

Following Congressman
Blackburn’s remarks, Miller
Andress and Don Ellis recited

the Roll of
Honor --
names of
deceased veterans submitted
by members and friends of
Holy Family after which
William Pattillo played “Taps.”
Finally, Mother Mary offered
prayers of thanksgiving, the
blessing and the benediction.

Veterans remembered on Memorial day

Four  Family Favorite Films on Summer Fridays! 
SAVE THE DATES BELOW! Just when summer is at its

hottest and longest, you and any significant children in your
life, are  needed to join the fun at Holy Family for four Friday
nights of family movies – selected because each tells a power-
ful story in a refreshing, wonderful way - lessons to be
learned from the lives of others.

Gather in the Parish Hall at 6:00 pm.  Bring a "brown bag"
supper for your party to the Parish Hall, and comfortable
chairs if you don't want to sit in the Holy Family folding
chairs. Air conditioning, the popcorn, soft drinks, the films,
and some great friends to watch them with are all provided.
Last year was wonderful and it is hoped you will come join in
this year.   

Featured are: July 18 - Fly Away Home; July 25 - The Sound
of Music; August 1 - Chariots of Fire; August 8 - Chicken Run  

Can't wait to see you!
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Dreams for Holy Family’s
Memorial Garden started back
in 1995 to provide an appropri-
ate, consecrated and maintained
place for the interment of ash
remains of church members
and/or their families. The
Garden is administed by the
Vestry. Many people have been
lovingly involved with the care
and maintenance of the beauti-
ful garden. 

In early 1997 the beautiful
stone sitting wall was given by
Joan and Alan Lee in memory of
their parents; the outdoor altar
was given by Kay and Pete Cook
in honor of their children; the
cross that Bill Durrett had made
after the ’93 tornado was
moved, grading was done and
the first markers were installed
in October of ’97. The purpose
of Holy Family’s Memorial
Garden is to provide an appro-
priate, consecrated and main-
tained place for the interment

of ash remains of church mem-
bers and/or their families. The
Garden is administed by the
Vestry. Many people have been
lovingly involved with the care
and maintenance of the beauti-
ful garden.

Just this past Holy Week the
new Memorial Garden Wall was
completed and small plaques
will be added for members
whose ashes are buried here or
scattered elsewhere. Testimonies
of devotion, pride and remem-
brance are cast in bronze to pay
warm tribute to the accomplish-
ments and to the lives of those
of the Holy Family parish who
are remembered there. The
Garden is a sanctuary of peace
and quiet today and many find
comfort and strength sitting
there among the trees.

Anyone interested in know-
ing more details about the
Garden, please contact Vickie
Hall, church secretary.

Memorial Garden continues as a sanctuary

Holy Family bids Brandon good-bye
Holy Family members sadly bade
farewell to Brandon Beauchamp,
organist and choirmaster, extraor-
dinaire. Brandon is moving to
New York City to a new phase of

his life and ministry. He will be sorely
missed. New York’s gain is Holy
Family’s loss.
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Knit three, pearl three!
Members of the prayer shawl

ministry at Holy Family have been
busy. Over one hundred prayer
shawls have been knitted or cro-
cheted and distributed to members
of Holy Family and members are on
their way to two hundred. 

This year the prayer shawl min-
istry decided to make special prayer
shawls for infants and children bap-
tized at Holy Family. Shawls were
given to Ashley Jackson, grand-
daughter of Carolyn and Bob
Wheeler and Amy Keneagy, daugh-
ter of Bruce and Sarah Keneagy
who were baptized at the Easter
Vigil. On June 22, Courtlynn and
Kylie Colburn, granddaughters of
Tom and Pam Rohrer were given
prayer shawls after their baptisms.  

The prayer shawl ministry meets
the last Monday of each month in
the church parlor from 10:00 a.m.
to noon.  Shawls are knitted and
crocheted during this time and all
shawls are blessed upon comple-
tion. Shawls can also be knitted or
crocheted at home and brought to
the meeting to be blessed.  

The pattern is very easy and
great for beginners or experienced
knitters. Anyone interested in
learning more about prayer shawls
or participating with the prayer
shawl ministry should contact Suzy
Pattillo, Kris McClellan, or Lydia
Decker for more information.
Anyone is welcomed to join.

Ashley Jackson

Amy Keneagy

Courtlynn and Kylie
Colburn
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Adult education to continue this Fall
Adult Education will resume on September 14th at 9:15 a.m.

An exciting Fall is scheduled which should deepen faith lives and
enliven discipleship. 
September 14th: Ministry Fair

Each of the ministries at Holy Family will be represented and
will offer the opportunity to join its work. A time to explore
the many ministries that make Holy Family such a energy-
filled congregation. 

September 21st: Stewardship  
The Stewardship Committee will offer an overview of our
understanding of the gifts of time, talent and treasure that
God given us.

September 28th - November 16th: Biblical Interpretation: The
Bible As The Word of God and The Church’s Book

An eight week study of the Bible and ways to understand its
meaning led by Father Ted Hackett. (See more about this
course in an adjoining article)

Nov. 23 - Dec. 7:  A Lectionary Study of Advent Scriptures
A three week study of the scriptures that will be heard during
Advent - an opportunity to prepare for and better under-
stand the gift of the Incarnation

Father Ted’s 8-week course on Biblical Interpretation

Holy Family members will be given the rare gift of deepening
our understanding of the Bible and its meaning. Beginning Sunday
morning, September 28th, our Priest Associate, Ted Hackett, a
retired professor of theology, will offer an eight week course on
biblical interpretation titled, “The Bible As the Word of God and
The Church’s Book.”

The Bible is central to who we are as the people of God and
contains the history of God’s interactions with us, as His people. It
is central to our Episcopal liturgy, which is Bible-based, with three
different scripture readings each week. In addition to what we
hear on Sunday, many parishioners read the Bible daily as part of
their devotions.

Yet many of us know little about how the Bible came to be
written and how to understand its meaning in today’s world.
Father Ted will help us understand how scholars faithfully explore
the history and the meaning of Scripture, what methods and
approaches are used and how interpretive explanations can open
a deeper appreciation of the Bible for us. This will be a wonderful
opportunity to hear from a gifted professor and faithful priest
about God’s Word and its meaning.
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Seven members of the
Holy Family Ringers attended
an all-day workshop at the
Big Canoe Chapel On Friday
June 13. The workshop was
directed by Roxanne Golden,

choir director at Jasper
United Methodist Church and
the director of the Golden
Bells of Atlanta. 

Holy Family’s group
worked alongside the Chapel
ringers learning new tech-
niques, warm up exercises
and new music for
Thanksgiving, Christmas, as
well as service music. The
workshop served as a great
way to start a new sea-
son of handbell ringing
at Holy Family. 

Hand bells 101, will
be offered on July 1, 8,
and 15 from 4-5 p.m. in
the parish hall. This
workshop, which will
cover the basics of
handbell ringing, will
be for anyone from age

12 through age 99. You don’t
even have to read music to
participate! Counting to 12 is
a requirement and an enjoy-
ment of music and having
fun is necessary also. If you

are interested in
ringing  please
contact Bill or
Suzy Pattillo at
706-579-0494.

Holy Family cur-
rently owns
three octaves of
Schulmerich
Handbells, pur-

chased in honor of Judy
Sanger and Linda Vickery,
former members and direc-
tors of the Holy Family
Choirs.  

Also needed are experi-
enced ringers for the Holy
Family Ringers. If you have
rung hand bells in the past
and would like to ring again,
please contact Bill or Suzy
Pattillo.

Holy Family ringers attend clinic at Big Canoe Chapel
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. . . and
they came
from near
and far

. . . bringing with them
their offerings of food
and drink

. . . and we
shared in the
bread and
wine

. . . and played with
the wonderful furry
friends

Wonderful Wednesday - the first one!
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Vacation
Bible

School
July 14-18 • 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Children entering Kindergarten through grade 5
6th graders and up needed for Peer Helpers 

Learn to serve: Family, Friends, Neighbors, Community and Jesus with interac-
tive Bible stories, Crafts and Music

Volunteers needed in all areas. Register your children, 
grandchildren, neighbors and friends. Call Joyce Faircloth at 706-301-9224, or email

at faircloth1702@yahoo.com or see sign up board in the parish hall.


