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Paulina and Pedro from Church of Our Saviour, Mount Auburn, along with the Rev. Rosa Autry (center) engage 
in “Las Posados” or “The Inns” -- an Advent tradition from Central America.  
(See more pictures of Christmas traditions on page 16) 

Church  
delivers 

Christmas joy
By Ariel Miller

interchAnge contriButor

At the beginning of December, Vicki Staffan of St. Andrew’s, 
Washington Court House, went on the radio to make a passionate plea 
for the children of Fayette County. With unemployment at 12%, hundreds 
of families would have no way to afford Christmas toys. The county 
Department of Job and Family Services accepted names of children need-
ing aid for just a few weeks before cutting off the list at 732.

For 29 years, the members of this small congregation have generated 
a giant impact by mobilizing people of all ages and walks of life to con-
tribute so that parents in need would be able to choose new toys for their 
children at Christmas. They collect money throughout the year, including 
an annual grant from Episcopal Community Services Foundation. Several 
local businesses offer discounts or in-kind contributions to the project, 
called SOCKS (Spirit of Christmas for Kids).

But Fayette County has been devastated this year. Thousands of people 
lost their jobs because of the closure of the nearby DHL shipping hub, 
and . Several longtime donors to SOCKS had been forced to reduce their 
contributions.

Room at the inn

Rest in PeaCe: ChRis stiRes
                      By richelle thoMpson 

interchAnge editor

Each morning, Chris Stires pulled a chair over to 
sit and talk with his staff, Patti Perkins and Heather 
Windle. Naturally, they would go over pending bills, 
expense reports and other work matters, but they also 
spent time catching up – about life, Cincinnati sports 
and their families. 

Taking the time to get to know people, to build 
relationships, was as important to Mr. Stires as mak-
ing sure the spreadsheets added up. He understood at 
a gut level that the financial resources of the Diocese 
of Southern Ohio were tools for ministry, for helping 
people, for building community and for empowering 
people to take the Gospel into the world. 

Mr. Stires, the chief financial officer for the diocese 

for 21/2 years, died unexpectedly on Christmas Day. 
He was 53. 

The importance of relationships played out in every 
facet of Mr. Stires’ life: from his long friendships with 
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity brothers to going with 
friends to watch the University of Cincinnati Bearcats 
or spend an evening at the Reds ballpark.

But his care for others was never more apparent 
than in his love for his 18-year-old daughter, Jenna, 
his niece and nephews and the rest of his family. After 
he and his wife, Lynnette, divorced in the late 1990s, 
the two maintained a good friendship. Out of love for 
their daughter, they decided to live only two miles 
apart so a young Jenna could ride her scooter between 
Mom and Dad’s houses.

“His biggest care in the world was his daughter,” 
said brother Greg. “Chris was always trying to spend 

time with her – to make that a good relationship. He 
would do anything for her.”

“Chris was very dedicated to his family,” said 
Lynnette Stires, his ex-wife. “He always supported 
Jenna – We just went together to her Christmas con-
cert on Dec. 15.” 

The middle of five boys, Mr. Stires loved spending 
time with his brothers, said Lynette Stires. After his 
mother passed away in 2008, Mr. Stires stepped up – 
“took the bull by the horn … and was taking care of 
the family,” she said. 

Mr. Stires enjoyed sports of all kinds but particu-
larly swimming. During his years at St. Xavier High 
School on the westside of Cincinnati, Mr. Stires was 
part of the Cincinnati Marlins swim team. They won 
the state championship four years in a row. By his 
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This edition of Interchange finds us moving on from Epiphany 
into the “ordinary time” that will bring us to Lent before we 
know it. But as I write this, it is almost Christmas Eve, and so 
I cannot help thinking about how this great festival prepares us 
for the journey to Holy Week and Easter.

At Christmas, we celebrate the incarnation; from Palm 
Sunday through Easter, we celebrate the atonement. How are 
these two foci of Christian faith related to each other? How does 
the birth of Jesus set us on a trajectory that leads to the cross and 
the empty tomb?

Incarnation means, literally, ‘becoming flesh,’ and refers to our 
belief that in Jesus Christ the eternal Word of God became one of 
us, entering so fully into our nature that we can rightly claim him 
as our flesh-and-blood neighbor. Moreover, we believe that this 
union of the eternal Word with the human species is irrevocable: 
now and forever Jesus is truly God and truly human.

We are reminded of God’s loving proximity every time we 
receive communion. Jesus, who is one body and one flesh with 
us, offers himself to us as our spiritual food, and in so doing, 
offers himself to us both as the companion who will never desert 
us and as the divine Word that feeds and sustains us with God’s 
own abundant life.

So at Christmas we give thanks that God wanted to be so 
close to us as to become one of us. This is good news all by 
itself. On the basis of the incarnation alone, we know that noth-
ing can come between us and the love of God. Indeed, for some, 
this tells us all that we need to know about God in Jesus Christ.

Yet classical Christian teaching has insisted that we pay 
attention to the atonement as well as the incarnation. Atonement 
means being “at one” with someone, and refers specifically 
to the state of being reconciled with God. The term is usually 
used by theologians to name what Jesus achieved for us by his 

death on the cross. What did the cross 
achieve that wasn’t already achieved in 
the incarnation?

To begin with, the cross reveals the 
true cost of the incarnation. Eastern 
orthodox icons of the nativity present 
the usual scene: Mary and Joseph and 
various farm animals gathered around 
the baby Jesus in a manger. But if you 
look closely you will notice that the 
manger bears an unmistakable resem-
blance to a coffin. In some cases the 
resemblance is more pronounced than 

in others, but it is always there. What’s going on here? 
Certainly, this is a visual anticipation of Jesus’ impending suf-

fering and death. It is also a commentary on the human condi-
tion into which Jesus is being born. In becoming a human being, 
the Word of God has entered into a human nature deeply scarred 
and vexed by folly, selfishness, mutual enmity and hard-hearted-
ness. For all the New Testament writers, this constitutes a situ-
ation of spiritual mortality, the very condition of alienation and 
death which Jesus saves us from. In the incarnation, the divine 
Word enters fully into this condition, without participating in 
the sin which gives rise to it.

At the very least, then, Jesus’ death on the cross demonstrates 
what the incarnation has exposed him to. But it also fulfills 
the purpose of the incarnation by breaking the cycle of human 
violence and giving the human story a new beginning and the 
human race a second chance.

How does the cross do this? The incarnation provides the key. 
The reason why God comes close to each of us in Jesus Christ is 
that we are all connected to one another. The human race is one 

body of which each of us is a member, and there is nothing that 
happens to any of us that does not ultimately affect everybody 
else. This means that the power of Jesus’ perfectly human good-
ness can actually ‘infect’ us through the medium of human 
witness, not just as an example to be imitated but as a spiritual 
dynamic that can lay hold of us and change us.

How can we ‘catch’ this holy contagion and allow it to take 
root in our hearts? First, we must entertain the good news that God 
is no stranger to us, but has become our close neighbor in Jesus 
Christ. That is the Christmas task. Second, we must take the trou-
ble to learn from Jesus and get to know him. This is our ordinary, 
day-to-day work as Christians and fellow believers – our forma-
tion as mature followers of Jesus. This work, which requires time, 
attention and patience, constitutes most of our lives as Christians, 
but we are invited to focus on it in the period of “ordinary time” 
after Epiphany in which we now find ourselves. Third, we must 
be honest about our own resistance to the human connectedness 
into which Christ entered in the incarnation. The whole purpose 
of Lent is to make us aware of that resistance and, still more pain-
fully, our inability to overcome it on our own. No matter how hard 
we try, we won’t be able on our own to love God and our neighbor 
as we ought and as we wish.

This brings us to Holy Week and Easter, and the (re)dis-
covery that Jesus, reigning from the cross, reigns in our hearts 
as well, renewing our human nature from within. Jesus is so 
closely identified with us that he can do our loving for us until 
such time as our own hearts, touched and healed by his, are once 
again made free. We ‘catch’ that healing and claim it by turning 
toward it – nothing more. 

May the same Lord who died and rose for us teach us to gaze 
on his cross, to listen to his voice, to be nourished by his body, 
and to enjoy our common life, redeemed and glorified in him.

Thomas 
E . 
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Christmas incarnation, Easter atonement 

senior year, Mr. Stires was a state champ and All-American swimmer. 
He earned his undergraduate degree from the University of Cincinnati and 

master’s of business administration from Xavier University. 
Over the years, Mr. Stires worked in finance for Bethesda Hospital and for 

Talbert House, which operates counseling and addiction treatment centers. At 
the same time, he built his own company, providing consulting and tax prepara-
tions for individuals, small companies and non-profit groups. 

In 2007, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal hired Mr. Stires to serve as the 
interim finance officer for the diocese. The partnership was so successful that 
the interim turned to permanent. 

“Chris really enjoyed working for the diocese,” said Greg Stires. “He really 
liked the bishop and liked what the diocese represented – about how it offered 
a chance to help people and to make a difference.”

Bishop Breidenthal praised Mr. Stires’ ministry and his “invaluable contribu-
tion” to the diocese.

“Not only did Chris bring very high standards in financial matters but also 
he brought a real sensitivity to the people he served,” said Bishop Breidenthal. 
“He truly cared for the people of the diocese. He had a passion for the mission 
of the diocese as an institution to do good. He helped us all to keep that at the 
forefront of our minds.”

In addition to his work for the diocese, Mr. Stires worked with Keep 
Cincinnati Beautiful, an organization that seeks to empower others to improve 
the community. He also served on the board of St. Aloysius Orphanage. 

The past few months had been stressful for Mr. Stires, said his ex-wife. He 
mourned the recent loss of his dog and was having trouble sleeping. 

Yet despite some of these worries, Mr. Stires always had a quick, sometimes 
mischievous smile, and an infectious laugh, said Lynette Stires. 

“Chris was a good guy, a really good guy,” she said. “And he had a good life. 
Just too short. Far too short.”

Stires: A passion for mission and helping others
Next steps
Leaders of the diocese’s finance groups have stepped up to 
cover the work of the diocese’s chief financial officer. Bishop 
Breidenthal convened the finance advisory group by confer-
ence call the week after Christmas to determine short- and 
long-term coverage for the financial affairs of the diocese. The 
group includes the diocesan treasurer and chairs of the Finance 
Committee, Trustees, 412 Sycamore Inc., Church Foundation 
Board and our liaison to the Church Pension Group.
During the first week of January, Bishop Breidenthal and a small 
group will interview candidates to serve as an interim controller. 
This position will last 90 days. Later in the month, the group will 
re-convene to determine the search for a new financial officer. 
Among the short-term duties assigned are: coverage of mort-
gage negotiations; follow-up to congregations in arrears on their 
mission shares; human resources and insurance matters; the 
Procter Camp & Conference Center; and payroll and end-of-the-
year accounting.
If you have any questions about financial matters, please e-mail 
finance@diosohio.org. That e-mail will be directed to the appro-
priate person. We also appreciate your patience as we work 
together on these myriad financial matters.

In memory
At the request of some members of the diocesan family, 
an account has been established to assist Jenna Stires, a 
high school senior, with her college education. You may send 
donations in honor of Chris Stires to the Finance Office, 412 
Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Please note on the 
memo line: Chris Stires Memorial Fund. 
Notes of sympathy may be sent to Jenna Stires at 8280 
Spinnaker Lane, Maineville 45039.

coNtINued from page 1

Notes from colleagues
I will always remember Chris as a talented and trusted 

colleague. Chris had a deep faith and a respect for the work 
of the church. He approached every challenge with a posi-
tive attitude and a desire to find a solution that would be in 
the best interest of all parties. 

Chris also brought a business practicality to the posi-
tion that people who work in the secular business world 
appreciated. 

I will miss him and his steady hand on the financial 
wheel. 

The Rev. Canon John Johanssen

I will miss Chris greatly. He came on the staff about 
the same time as I did. He was a good colleague and 
friend. He was such a pleasure to work with, always posi-
tive and pleasant. He could always help me understand 
what was happening financially. He was a man of integ-
rity, very honorable and straightforward. His absence is a 
huge loss to all of us.

The Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan

I am truly stunned by the loss of Chris. He was by 
far the most knowledgeable and caring co-worker and 
friend anyone could hope to know. He had such a posi-
tive outlook, even when things were difficult, and he 
always made time to ask how things were with me and 
my family. Chris was tremendously caring about every-
one he worked with, and his loss will impact all of us for 
quite some time. My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family during this very sad time.

Heather Windle
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On Dec. 28, Mariann and I loaded up enough furniture, books, clothes 
and vestments to stock a second home and office and headed to a bor-
rowed house in Pittsburgh, where we will be spending three-quarters of our 
time for the next two years. This is not what we expected to be doing this 
Christmas. Yet there is a sense of excitement and hope in it all. 

There is always a sense of loss over what is being left behind, and so it 
has been in each of our visitations to churches all over Southern Ohio this 
fall. Thankfully we have not had to say goodbye, for I am not going far (nor 
forever) but we knew it would be a while before we would be back to most 
of those congregations. In 15 years, we have come to know the people of our 
churches very well. After this long, we don’t need a map to find our way to 
each church – nor do we have to ask the location of the bathroom, once we 
arrive. I have become very comfortable sharing worship with some of the 
most creative and energetic clergy in the church, and I know most of their 
quirks and they, mine. And most importantly, I never tire of looking into the 
eyes of those being confirmed, seeing the depth of their faith and hope, and 
then watching that grow in subsequent visitations.

From the opening hymn to the reception after the service, my visitations to 
our Southern Ohio churches have, for the most part, been love feasts. Even in 
congregations facing challenges because of shrinking budgets and uncertain 
futures, there is an amazing lack of fear, for there is a sense of mutual support 
and a growing excitement over sharing a common ministry.

An additional blessing for the past few months has come as I have 
stood at the door, greeting worshipers. I have heard over and over again 
people saying that they will be praying for us as we head east. I have an 
overpowering sense that these are not empty words. I know the power of 
prayer and am empowered by knowing those prayers will be sustaining 
us in Pittsburgh as we seek to rebuild the church there. I can tell you first 
hand that prayer power is the most important resource for Pittsburgh and 
the other dioceses that are rebuilding. So please keep it coming!

In Pittsburgh, I cannot tell you how often I have heard comments of 
appreciation for the partnership the people of that diocese are beginning to 
feel with the Diocese of Southern Ohio. My presence among them as their 
bishop is the most obvious manifestation of this, as is the financial sup-
port that allows me to be there. There is also a sharing of expertise. Bruce 
Freeman and Charlie Brumbaugh are coming over in April to offer a day 
for the lay leaders of the congregations, and others have offered to come 

and help with our new starts. 
But by far, the most appreciation comes when I share 

with my new diocesan family that we are all being 
held up in prayer by 25,000 Episcopalians in Southern 
Ohio. This reminds us that we are not just 28 isolated 
congregations, but part of another 82 back in Southern 
Ohio, who also represent thousands of others all over 
the Episcopal Church. 

Southern Ohio has a rich history of seeking out parts 
of our church that are in need and linking up with them 
for support, prayer and mutual ministry. Over the years, 
we have had rich formal partnerships and are currently 

exploring another with Liberia. But in addition to these formal partner-
ships, this diocese has consistently stepped up to the plate to live out what 
it means to be an inter-dependent part of the Body of Christ. This reaching 
out to our sister diocese across the Ohio River is just the latest example. 

And so although there is a sense of sadness for Mariann and me for what 
we are leaving behind, we know that we are not really alone, for we take 
all of you with us as we carry the love and strength of this diocese to our 
brothers and sisters a few miles away.  

For the next couple of years, I will no longer be writing a monthly col-
umn. You are welcome to subscribe to Pittsburgh’s online newsletter, Grace 
Happens, through the website www.episcopalpgh.org, to track our activities. 
Even though Pittsburgh has only a fraction of the resources of Southern Ohio, 
we have a top-notch communications team, and they eagerly tell the story of 
Pittsburgh with great pride. Richelle has said she will continue to print peri-
odic reports from me in Interchange, and so I will try to keep you informed 
on how our partnership is progressing. In the meantime, please, keep those 
prayers coming, and if you find you are coming our way, give us a call. Rest 
assured, we will be carrying all of you with us and that is what will keep us 
energized. May the love and hope that Jesus brought to this world sustain us 
and carry us confidently into the future. 

Bishop Price is the provisional bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh and 
continues his ministry as bishop suffragan of the Diocese of Southern 

Ohio. You can reach him at kprice@diosohio.org (this e-mail will be  
forwarded to one joint account for both dioceses). 

Off we go to Pittsburgh, sustained by you all 

As Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. begins his new 
ministry as provisional bishop in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and 
staff have made some changes in responsibilities.

The death of Chris Stires, chief financial officer 
of the diocese, also will prompt some staffing 
changes, but those still are being determined.

Episcopal visitations: Bishop Breidenthal 
continues with his full schedule of visitations. 
Bishop Price will make a limited number of 
Sunday visitations in Southern Ohio, and Bishop 
Nedi Rivera, who recently retired and moved to 
Cincinnati, will conduct seven visitations. The 
diocesan website has a complete list of visita-
tions. 

Administrative staff: Pat Haug is now 
overseeing the calendar and correspondence 
for Bishop Breidenthal. Yvonne Allen-Smith 
serves as office manager for Diocesan House. 
Jane Dupke Curry, Bishop Price’s assistant in 
Columbus, will continue to support Bishop Price 
but also assist the Rev. Canon John Johanssen as 
well as carry out other assigned duties.

Convention: Bishop Price will continue to 

serve as chair of the Dispatch of Business. 
Congregational development: Canon 

Johanssen will serve as the staff liaison to the 
Commission on Congregational Life and take 
the lead in congregational development. 

Canon for Mission: At the 135th Convention, 
Bishop Breidenthal announced the creation of a 
canon for mission position. This person will 
oversee clergy deployment, assist in the discern-
ment process and implement diocesan mission 
initiatives. There is no impact to the 2010 dioc-
esan budget, as the salary will come from the 
line item earmarked for the bishop suffragan’s 
compensation. 

Bishop Breidenthal has named a search com-
mittee to assist him in the selection process. 
The members reflect the range of ministries 
that the new canon will support as well as 
diversity in age, gender and geography. The 
committee includes: Paul Clever; the Rev. Alice 
Connor; Carlos de Jesus; Paul Rank; the Rev. 
Lee Anne Reat; Amanda Romero; the Rev. Tom 
Southerland; Jan West; the Rev. Jackie Williams; 
and the Rev. Steve Williamson. 

The diocese is seeking candidates for the posi-
tion. Bishop Breidenthal hopes to announce the 
new canon this spring. 

This position covers three major areas of 
responsibility: 

• identifying, exploring and implementing 
diocesan mission initiatives; 

• overseeing all processes relating to transi-
tional ministry; and 

• working with the bishop and the Commission 
on Ministry to provide oversight and support to 
all persons in formation for ordained ministry. 

This is a full-time position that includes ben-
efits as customary for the Diocese of Southern 
Ohio including life, disability, health and dental 
insurance, and participation in the church pen-
sion plan. Compensation is commensurate with 
skill and experience.

Women and minorities encouraged to apply.
Submit resume with cover letter to:
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal
Diocese of Southern Ohio
412 Sycamore Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Staffing changes

The RT. Rev. 
KenneTh L. 
PRice JR.
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Want to learn proven techniques to grow your church? 
Interested in new ways to better welcome visitors and 
build stronger connections? 

The Diocese of Southern Ohio is hosting a spe-
cial congregational development retreat Feb. 19-20 at 
Procter Camp & Conference Center. All are welcome.

The keynote speaker is the Rev. Tom Ehrich, an 
author, consultant and Episcopal priest. Ehrich directs 
The Church Wellness Project, which offers insight into 
building healthy congregations. A regular newsletter 
offers tips about different aspects of congregational 
development, and Ehrich’s “On a Journey” writings 
reach a worldwide audience. His newspaper column is 
syndicated to more than 100 newspapers, and he has 
served congregations in Indiana, Missouri and North 
Carolina. 

Erich “has written and lectured on congregational well-
ness for years,” says the Rev. Canon John Johanssen, 
canon to the ordinary for the diocese. Ehrich “will be 
offering practical suggestions for congregational develop-
ment in our current era. Much of what he has to say is 
provocative and challenging to the status quo – yet filled 
with hope for the Episcopal Church.”

The retreat begins with dinner at 6 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 
19, followed by programming from 7 to 9 p.m. The retreat 
reconvenes on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Register 
online at: www.diosohio.org

Ehrich prints a weekly report for church wellness. Here 
is an excerpt from 2009. (Read more at www.churchwell-
ness.com)

To Serve Young Adults, Be 
Prepared for Change

Young Adults Ministry starts in 
two fundamental decisions:

First, you are so passionate 
about reaching, serving, loving and 
embracing young adults that you 
will make room for them. Anything 
less than such a passion will leave 
you unprepared for the disruption 
that bringing a new generation 
into a faith community inevitably 

entails. 
In other words, you can’t go into this vaguely hoping 

that young adults will solve your membership and finan-
cial problems, but not require anything to change. 

Second, you are so committed to meeting young adults 
where they are that you won’t get stymied when they 
prove to be different. 

In other words, you cannot expect young adults to adapt 
to your ways. Their expectations of a faith community are 
unlikely to resemble what you yourself know and value. 
Sunday morning worship, for example, isn’t likely to be 
the center for today’s young adults, especially if it contin-
ues in its present form.

For the late-middle-agers who tend to serve as pastors 
and lay leaders of mainline congregations, such decisions 
won’t be easy to make. Let’s be honest about it. Churches 
don’t change easily, and nothing will change a church 
more thoroughly than bringing in a new generation. (This 

would be just as true, by the way, if the new generation 
were, say, the elderly. The point isn’t age itself but new-
ness in bulk.)

That’s why the passion must be strong. Now, escap-
ing pain can be a decent starting point. Some believe 
that pain is the driver of all change. Congregational 
leaders certainly are feeling pain from 45 years of 
declining membership and at least a decade of desper-
ate finances. 

But that pain can be met by welcoming a few young adults 
and making them visible. A truly viable young adults min-
istry doesn’t stop at a few. It seeks a major shift in balance, 
ratcheting the average age downward from early 60s to early 
40s, and then lower. In a 400-member congregation with 
20 young adults today, it means becoming a 600-member 
congregation with 200 young adults, plus a growing cadre 
of children. 

Sunday morning might not change all that much, 
because evidence suggests that young adults aren’t drawn 
to Sunday worship, but will want alternative pathways to 
spiritual depth, Christian community and mission. What 
will change is the budget, as more resources flow to non-
Sunday ministries, and the “look-and-feel” of the congre-
gation, as new forms of energy emerge. 

This will be too much for many older congregations. 
They will resist it, and in all likelihood, they will die.

For those that feel a passion for serving a new generation 
and are willing to let things change, the future is extraor-
dinarily bright. The yearning for faith seems stronger than 
ever.

Build your church: Attend  
congregational development retreat

The Rev. Tom Ehrich

By the Rev. Michael a. KReutzeR

inteRchange contRiButoR

There is an old story about a retired bishop who was 
reminiscing about the many visits that he had made 
to the churches in his diocese.  He noted that he often 
asked to have a few minutes alone to browse through the 
books in the rector’s office. He explained simply, “I’m 
always interested to find out what year each of them died 
theologically.”

In order to keep themselves from suffering a similar 
fate, the Rev. Michael Kreutzer of St. Mark’s, Dayton, 
and the Rev. Stephen Kimpel of St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church and Faith Lutheran Church, also in Dayton, 
decided several years ago to create the St. Mark Biblical 
Forum. The forum provides a way for clergy of several 
different denominations to come together to discuss a 
significant, current work in the field of biblical studies.

Both of the sponsoring clergy have been studying 

and teaching the Bible in various adult settings for more 
than 30 years. To keep themselves current with the latest 
work and trends in biblical studies, they travel together 
each year to the annual meeting of the Society of Biblical 
Literature (SBL), a gathering of more than 5,000 biblical 
scholars, teachers and graduate students from all over the 
world. The forum was an idea that they developed sev-
eral years ago on a return flight from the annual meeting. 
Some of the books chosen by the forum participants are 
ones that were previewed by their authors, and critiqued 
by fellow scholars, at the most recent Society of Biblical 
Literature meeting.

Current members of the group include ordained 
ministers from area Episcopal, ELCA Lutheran, 
Presbyterian and Roman Catholic churches.  They 
gather for 1½-hours each month at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church to reflect on an agreed-upon section of their 
current book selection.

They are beginning 2010 with with two new books. 

The “conversation-starter” for January and February 
will be Warren Carter’s The Roman Empire and the New 
Testament: An Essential Guide (Abingdon Press, 2006).  
Starting in March and continuing for several months, 
their focus will be on Marvin A. Sweeney’s Reading 
the Hebrew Bible after the Shoah: Engaging Holocaust 
Theology (Fortress Press, 2008).

The model that the forum uses is one that could be 
adapted for use in many different places and with many 
different subject areas for study and reflection. The 
inclusion of participants from multiple denominations 
provides a richness of perspective to the discussions and 
enables the participants to draw upon the wider Christian 
tradition in hearing, responding to, and teaching and 
preaching the Word of God in our time.

The Rev. Michael Kreutzer is rector of St. Mark’s, Dayton, and 
dean of the Dayton Deanery. Contact him at makreutzer@

ameritech.net.

Biblical Forum provides local continuing education
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By Maaike ChertoCk

interChange ContriButor

A core team at St. Barnabas, Montgomery, is creat-
ing a CD that offers hope to patients dealing with a 
chronic illness such as cancer. The recording, entitled 
“God is Here: Peace, Hope & Love,” is made up of 
musical selections, instrumentals, scripture passages, 
prayers, poems, and inspiring words by dozens of sing-
ers, musicians and readers from local churches. The 
purpose is to donate God is Here to area hospitals and 
treatment centers along with a portable compact disc 
player to aid patients with their spiritual, mental and 
physical healing during their extended treatments.

The idea of God is Here originally came from Lisa 
Gerkin, a friend who invited me to work as a project 
leader. Lisa spoke to caregivers and patients, where she 
learned that people undergoing routine treatments often 
experience dread and depression on scheduled treat-
ment days. They may feel anger about their suffering 
and wonder, “Why is this happening to me?” Patients 
also struggle with the burden of their illness while try-
ing to keep up with day-to-day responsibilities.

Routine treatments are very time consuming, and 
patients frequently experience blurred vision, mak-
ing it difficult to read or pass the time with puzzles. 
Television, when available, also can contribute to the 
loss of vitality and boredom felt while receiving treat-
ment. God is Here will be an alternative to television 

or “zoning out.” Offering soothing music and inspiring 
words will bring God’s presence and promise of love 
and support while providing the patient peace, hope 
and love. 

The team has created both an adult and a children’s ver-
sion of God is Here. Chaplains at Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center have expressed an interest in 
providing these CDs to their patients. The adult version 
will be donated to the Oncology/Hematology care cen-
ters in the Greater Cincinnati area.

We have been blessed with the contributions of more 
than 50 people who donated their time, talent, and 
original songs, poems, and writings in creating God 
is Here. I have had the privilege of hearing classically 
trained singers reading scriptures, talented young 
musicians recording their own compositions and 
singers whose voices reverberated gloriously in the 
acoustics of St. Barnabas. There were eight recording 
sessions and hours upon hours of mixing and editing. 
We are blessed to have a fantastic recording engineer 
in Steven Seifried.

Current sponsors include St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church, Allegra Print & Imaging, and Michaels in 
West Chester. The West Chester Target donated 13 
portable CD players to the treatment centers. We 
continue to seek financial support to cover the costs 
of editing, duplication and mechanical license fees. 
Inquiries can be directed to GodisHere@st-barnabas.
org

Music, poems offer healing, hope to patients

April 25 is Ohio State Day at the National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C. The Cathedral designates certain days of 
the years to honor a particular state, its people and heritage. 
Many dioceses celebrate this day by sending busloads of par-
ticipants from congregations. Clergy and acolytes vest. This 
year, our bishops would like to make this a festive occasion 
with broad participation from our diocese. All are welcome.

The Center for Life Formation is sponsoring a Washington 
Excursion to celebrate this day. We are chartering a bus 
that will leave on Friday morning, April 23 with stops in 
Columbus and Cambridge. (Exact time and locations will be 
announced.)

The bus will arrive in Washington on Friday evening. A 
block of rooms has been booked for Friday and Saturday 
night at L’Enfant Plaza on the mall in Washington, D.C. On 
Saturday, participants will travel to Capitol Hill to visit with 
representatives from Episcopal Public Policy Network. We 
are investigating whether we also can meet with one or both 
of our senators. In the afternoon, optional time will be given 
to explore the capitol and the mall. A trip to visit one or more 
active ministries in the city will be an optional offering. The 
hotel is right on the mall so trips to the Smithsonian are pos-
sible.

On Sunday the group will travel to the Cathedral where 
breakfast will be offered. Time will be available to attend the 
Forum for the day or visit the book store or exhibits. The ser-
vice of the Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 11 a.m. in which 

Ohio will be honored. Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal will be 
attending. A tour of the cathedral will follow the liturgy. Box 
lunches will be provided. The group will board the bus and 
return to Ohio late Sunday evening.

The cost for this trip is only $200 per person (shared occu-
pancy). For single occupancy, the cost is $335. This price 
includes bus fare, two nights lodging, breakfast and lunch 
on Sunday and the tour of the Cathedral. All other meals and 
ground transportation are personal expenses. We particularly 
want to encourage young adults (ages 18 to 35 years old) to 
participate. A special rate of $100 for the weekend is offered 
for this group.  

A limited number of rooms are available, and they will be 
filled on a first-come, first-serve basis.  To guarantee your 
reservation, please sign up today and make payment at the 
Center for Life Formation website, www.lifeformation.dio-
sohio.org. Registration will close on March 15 – or when all 
spaces have been filled.

Congregations also are encouraged to plan their own trips 
to the Cathedral on this weekend. Acolyte participation is 
particularly encouraged. If you are interested in attending 
the Ohio Day and would like support to make arrange-
ments for rooms or transportation or have questions about 
the Washington Excursion, please call the Rev. Canon Karl 
Ruttan at 800.582.1712 or  kruttan@diosohio.org.

Do you have a special experience you want to share 
 about the National Cathedral? Send stories and/or photos to 
Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org. Look for more 
stories and information about the trip online at www.diosohio.

org and in future issues of Interchange.

Above, recording 
engineer Steven 
Seifried spent many 
hours mixing and 
editing the CD, God 
is Here.
At right, the covers 
of the children and 
adult CDs.

Southern Ohio to caravan to National Cathedral
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As of Dec. 4, Staffan, who co-chairs SOCKS, had the resources to provide toys for 

only 300 children, but she was not about to give up. WCHO Classic Hits Radio, where 
her late husband Carl worked as news director, broadcast three interviews, giving her 
the chance to explain SOCKS and ask for contributions. Students from Southern State 
College volunteered to man the phones for the station’s Neighbor to Neighbor telethon, 
held for the first time this year. Half the money was to go to SOCKS, and half to a food 
pantry. 

Nick Epifano, who owns the McDonald’s franchises in Fayette County, is a huge 
fan of SOCKS and decided 
to ask customers for freewill 
contributions to the project 
this year. He volunteers as a 
shopper, spending $1,000 of 
his own money to buy toys. 
Epifano invited Staffan to 
be part of the Community 
Day live broadcast at the 
Leesburg Avenue restaurant.

More than 80 people 
volunteered to help with 
SOCKS, 50 serving as shop-
pers. Armed with lists giving 
the ages and genders of chil-
dren, they shop so resource-
fully that they often come 
back with change, which can 
be sent out with the next 
wave of shoppers as enough 
is collected to serve more 
children. Ten more children 
were added to SOCKS’ list 
the day before the fair, with 
shoppers dropping off the 
last gifts at 2:30 that after-
noon.

By the morning of Dec. 
19, the parish hall was ablaze 

with color, more than 1,200 toys beautifully arrayed by age and gender. Despite the 
recession, the community had contributed $20,000 in cash or in-kind. 

Hundreds of parents braved a dismal snowstorm to come.  One mother had walked 
over an hour, arriving shivering and drenched. St. Andrew’s parishioners rushed to 
bring her towels to dry off, and a neighbor offered to drive her home. 

Names are drawn at random, and each parent gets to take a turn to choose a major 
toy, plus two small ones for each of their children. There are extra gifts in each age 
category so even the last family drawn has a selection. Parents wait their turn in St. 
Andrew’s cheerful sanctuary where Christmas music plays quietly. Staffan saw a num-
ber of people reading the prayer book or the Bible, and virtually everyone took a book 
of psalms or bible stories available as a gift for anyone who wished one.

“I saw a couple of parents giving the helpers a hug, with tears in their eyes,” Staffan 
reports.  “There was such sincerity in the thanks. There were probably people there who 
never thought they would need help.”

“At the end, we were able to provide toys for 400 children!” Staffan exclaims. There 
were enough toys left to serve probably 50 more, the same as last year, despite the 
recession. These toys will go to Fayette County Jobs & Family Services, where families 
on the list are able to come by to choose in the days before Christmas.

Staffan was thrilled that 19 new donors contributed. Some of the big retail compa-
nies at the nearby outlet mall gave large contributions, including 50 lovely bears from 
Aeropostale and 150 Beanie Babies. 

“There is such need in our area – the whole experience was such a community 
effort,” she says. “In this economy, with so many hurting so badly, the fact that we had 
so many new donors and could serve so many children … It was so God-driven this 
year!” 

Community rallies
to help children

By Beth Perry

Interchange contrIButor

Portsmouth women fighting addictions to drugs 
and alcohol have a new place to call home, thanks to 
a partnership of community agencies and All Saints, 
Portsmouth, and financial support from the William 
Cooper Procter Fund. St. Lucy’s Sober House for 
Women is a community endeavor to provide safe, 
sober housing, food, and support so that women in 
Ohio, especially Scioto, Adams, and Lawrence coun-
ties, can receive treatment for their substance use 
disorders and begin a sober, productive life.  

For the past 16 years, the Counseling Center, Inc., 
has provided treatment for substance-use to women 
through its Stepping Stone House residential program.  
Despite the continued growth of the program, 50-60 
women – half of whom are mothers – remained on 
waiting lists to receive treatment. With the addition of 
the Sober House for Women, the Counseling Center 
will be able to provide intensive outpatient treatment 
and supportive recovery services, including primary 
health care and case management for an additional 40 
to 50 women per year. 

All Saints, Portsmouth, has made a commitment 
to the recovering community. Numerous recovery 
groups meet at the church, including one of the oldest 
continuing Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the 
state. The church also has hosted Recovery Sunday 
events for several years and offers many outreach 

programs to the community, including a weekly 
community meal, health and wellness checks and a 
community garden

With the support of All Saints, the Counseling 
Center applied for and received a grant for $25,000 
from the Procter Fund. 

“We are so grateful to the Diocese of Southern 
Ohio for this gift,” said Ed Hughes, president and chief 
executive officer for The Counseling Center. “With 
the establishment of this sober house, we are saving 
the lives of women who may not have otherwise 
received treatment.”                                                

The Sober House for Women opened in mid-
December. The facility initially will accommodate 
nine women who want to recover from their disease 
of addiction. This funding will provide for residential 
operating expenses.

Additional grant proposals have been submitted to 
aid to to other organizations to support the operations, 
furnishings, and personal needs of the women receiv-
ing treatment. This will be an ongoing fund-raising 
project to provide for household and personal needs 
of the clients as well as the daily operations and main-
tenance of the property.

For more information about how you may con-
tribute to the St. Lucy’s Sober House for Women 
Fund, contact Susan McComas, resource develop-
ment coordinator at The Counseling Center, Inc. at 
740.354.6428, ext. 225, or susanm@thecounseling-
center.org.

Help for housing 
Jack Kitch (center) of Christ Church, Xenia, checks 
progress on the remodeling of a hotel that was 
donated to the Interfaith Hospitality Network of 
Greene County. More than 60% of the people shel-
tered by IHN are children. IHN volunteers are donat-
ing thousands of hours of work to finish renovations 
and hope to open the new shelter by spring to pro-
vide stability and case management to help home-
less families get back into permanent housing. 
In the meantime, IHN’s supporting congregations, 
including Christ Church, are sheltering and feeding 
families throughout the winter.  

All Saints, community help 
women in recovery

Community leaders, including the Rev. Jeff Queen, rector of All Saints, and Jay Hash, vestry member at 
All Saints, have teamed up to establish St. Lucy’s Sober House for Women.

Above: A parent 
chooses from the array 
of Christmas gifts at St. 
Andrew’s, Washington 
Court House.
Left: Vicki Staffan of  
St. Andrew’s and co-
chair of the SOCKS 
program puts the final 
touches on the display.
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On a cold Thursday morning with snowflakes drifting 
down outside, students from Jane McClain’s study skills 
class at Hocking College delivered the results of a competi-
tive food drive in the dormitories. They had majors as diverse 
as nursing, physical therapy and heavy equipment operation, 
and many shyly said little as they carried in boxes of canned 
vegetables, ramen noodles, and evaporated milk. Now they 
were admiring the impact of their 500-plus contributions on 
the shelves of the Nelsonville Food Cupboard.

“Thank you all very much,” I said. “You can be sure that 
all the things you’ve brought in will be greatly appreciated by 
the people who take them home.”

“I’ll say!” said Sandy, one of the volunteers who had come 
in to help sort and shelve the items. “Remember that little girl 
who was here the other day? We had a chocolate cake up on 
the top shelf from the Walmart salvage, and she was looking 
at it. I asked her if she’d like to take that home, and her eyes 
got sooo big!”

Mrs. McLain’s cell phone rang, and she spoke for a few 
minutes. “That was our missing class member,” she said, 
after hanging up. “She’s pregnant, and we didn’t want her to 
be carrying stuff, so she said she was going to walk around 
the halls asking for a few more contributions. Then we 
couldn’t find her when it was time to come here. She just told 
me she decided not to quit until she had $100.”

After Mrs. McLain had taken the students back to campus 
and brought back the pregnant young lady with two more 
boxes of groceries and a brown envelope stuffed with $103.61, 
I walked to the bank to deposit the cash. Along with the two 
envelopes of money the students had brought in earlier, the 
cash contribution totaled $216. Two bank tellers helped me 
count the loose bills and change, commenting about what a 
great job the students had done. One of the tellers said, “It 
really makes you think about how lucky we are.”
Celeste Parsons, member of Epiphany, Nelsonville, 

and treasurer of the Cupboard.

As the health care reform legislation continues to wend its way through Congress, the diocesan 
Social Justice and Public Policy committee has asked members of the diocese to take action. The 
current congressional debate on health care reform is an opportunity for members of the Episcopal 
Church to use this resolution and the Baptismal Covenant as guides while forming personal opinions 
about and support for particular national 
healthcare reform legislative proposals.

The Social Justice committee sug-
gests reviewing the health care resolu-
tion passed unanimously at the 134th 
Diocesan Convention. The resolution 
states, in part:
• Health care, including mental 

health care, should be available to all 
persons in the United States;
• Access to health care should be 

continuous;
• Health care should be affordable for 

individuals, families, and businesses;
• National and state health care poli-

cy should be affordable and sustainable 
for society;
• Health care should enhance health and well-being by promoting access to high-quality care that 

is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered and equitable;
• Health care providers should not be expected to assume a disproportionate share of the cost of 

providing health care.
 Because a number of proposals are included in the legislation currently being debated in Congress, 

the committee suggests that in adopting the resolution, convention believed it necessary and helpful to 
“state our support for the principles and types of reforms stated in the resolution...”

As people of faith, we affirm in our Baptismal Covenant that, with God’s help, we will “strive for 
justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being.”

As citizens of this country, we are called to participate in the development and adoption of legislation 
that impacts our individual and corporate lives and acknowledges our human interconnectedness.

The diocesan Social Justice Committee hopes that review of this resolution will be helpful as we all 
struggle to discern our responsibilities as people of faith and citizens in this historic, complex reform 
of health care.

Address questions and comments on pending Health Care Reform legislation to Ohio’s Senators, 
Sherrod Brown, and George Voinovich and our Congressional Representatives. They can be reached 
through the Congressional switch board, 202.224.3121.

Baptismal Covenant offers guide for health care reform

For more than 15 years, members of the Church of the Epiphany have been essential supporters of the Nelsonville Food Cupboard, a tiny storefront pantry that delivers free food 
to 12,000 people in need in a three-county rural area (Hocking, Adams and Perry). The parish has requested modest grants from ECSF for 15 years but decided not to apply 
again this year. In a note about the Cupboard, Celeste Parsons wrote, “Over the years the Cupboard has been slowly developing more support from local individuals and groups. I 
think the Cupboard presently has enough financial stability that we should not compete with other groups who may need ECSF support more.”

In my view|Students, churches join forces to help 

Hocking College students crammed into the Nelsonville 
Food Cupboard with full-time volunteers Sandy Burley (in 
yellow), Marilyn Stanley. and Celeste Parsons, kneeling 
in the middle. The Hocking College food drive netted the 
Cupboard about a ton of food.

Episcopal volunteers took calls from hundreds of desper-
ate people during two Cover the Uninsured telethons 
hosted by WDTN in Dayton in the months following the 
auto industry closings. 

Churches tackle health care crisis 
By Ariel Miller | Interchange contributor
This fall, a woman with chronic lung disease turned in desperation to the Caring 
Connection in Marietta. On oxygen, she needs medication to breathe and has lost her 
insurance. She faced monthly costs of $1,348 for an essential prescription – up from 
$900 a month just three years ago. 
Caring Connection’s two part-time staff and a team of volunteers - including members of 
St. Luke’s - provide emergency aid to more than 2,500 Washington County residents a 
year. Paying for a month’s free prescriptions for the uninsured is one of their most urgent 
priorities. The need is growing: this region of Southeast Ohio has lost 1,000 manufactur-
ing and related jobs since 2004. In 2009, Caring Connection paid for $22,000 in medi-
cations. Since 2006, they’ve helped chronically ill people with no prescription coverage 
apply for manufacturers’ financial aid in a quest to cover nearly $1 million in drug costs.
In Troy, a cancer survivor with diabetes lost her vision, her job and her home to foreclo-
sure.  Too young to qualify for Medicare, she has not yet been accepted by Medicaid 
despite her disabilities.  When her former employer stopped paying her COBRA insur-
ance, she was referred to the Torrence Medical Fund, a team of volunteers at Trinity, Troy, 
who go to bat for people with crushing medical debts. They negotiated down the totals 
and were able to pay off three of her most burdensome bills. Both Caring Connection 
and the Torrence Medical Fund use grants from Episcopal Community Services 
Foundation to aid the growing number of uninsured people in their communities.
In Madison County, the ecumenical Ministry for Community, in which members of Trinity, 
London play key roles, organized a free medical clinic because more than 10% of the 
county residents had no health insurance -- even before the recession. In 2008, the vol-
unteer doctors and nurses served 361 different patients. They are now moving to a larger 
space and expanding services.
Still, it’s like trying to put out a six-alarm fire with a teacup.  
The Census Bureau’s current population survey showed that 2.9 million – almost 28% -- 
of Ohioans under the age of 65 went without health coverage at some point in 2007-08.
There are some additional resources to assist those struggling with health care costs. 
Medicaid can provide coverage to children in families that earn up to 200% of the pov-
erty level. Many ECSF grantees and other churches have embraced the free Benefit Bank 
software to help families apply for Medicaid and other public sector health benefits. 
This frees up scarce family income to prevent eviction or foreclosure, or to keep the car 
insured so people can hunt for jobs or make it to work.
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I think I’m beginning to get it. This thing we call “campus 
ministry” is amorphous, protean, perplexing, ephemeral, 
and many other $5-words. But at the end of my first 

quarter as a campus minister at the University of Cincinnati, 
I think I’m beginning to get it.

Like a lot of folk, I wrestle with whether I’m doing enough, 
doing it right, doing what God wants from me. On a college 
campus with upwards of 35,000 students, the challenge can 
seem insurmountable. Is campus ministry supposed to draw 
hundreds of students? Is it supposed to make a big splash on 
the campus? Is it supposed to result in lots of baptisms? Is 
it supposed to be quantifiable such that my funding will be 
renewed? Maybe, but all of this makes me tired. What gets 
me energized is on-the-fly conversations with students about 
theology, about the struggles they are facing, about how they 
got to where they are. What makes me happy is a student’s 
tentative exploration of the Christian story or her excitement 
for a service project. What shows me God’s action is the 
faithfulness of students in returning to us and in being will-
ing to step out of their self-made boxes. These are not things 
that can be easily reported, and they’re not things that hap-
pen every day. Success, as many folk in the campus ministry 
blogosphere have recently pointed out, is not what you think. 
Success, as Henri Nouwen points out in his book Lifesigns, 
is fruitfulness rather than productivity.

An example:
I have been spending time contacting students and profes-

sors over the quarter, taking them to lunch, inviting them to 
the campus house at the corner of Clifton and Martin Luther 
King, meeting them on campus and engaging in conversa-
tion. I’ve called them, emailed them, Facebooked them, 
Tweeted them, texted them. I’ve put up fliers. I’ve prayed. 
And slowly, I’ve developed a “clump” of students interested 
in what we’re doing, interested in pursuing some portion of 
the spiritual life.

The weekend before exams, I had one of those days that 
makes it all worth it, a fruitful day. A student came by to talk 
about her passion for an anti-suicide awareness campaign 
called To Write Love on Her Arms. We made concrete plans 
to engage the campus in conversation. After a conversa-
tion about the small group of homeless folk who have been 
making camp in the woods nearby, a couple students and 
I walked down and emptied their overflowing trash can. A 
professor dropped by to go over details for an art project at 
the campus house -- we’d been conversing and dreaming for 
the entire quarter about what this collaboration might look 
like. In the evening, we celebrated the Advent season with 
a rollicking gospel worship service, fried-chicken dinner, 
and service project for the First Step Home with at least 30 
people – more than we’ve ever had at a single event (besides 
orientation activities).

Each of these moments is the slow-growing fruit of a 
longer conversation. They are stories, not results. They have 
developed out of relationship rather than expectation or 
schedule. They are success. I get it. For the moment.

Alice Connor is the campus minister for the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at the University of Cincinnati. She works at 
the Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in the middle. 
Contact her at Alice Connor aconnor@goodshepherd.com.

edge
notes from the 

By Jill Davis

interchange contriButor

st. Paul ’s, Oakwood, has become a local 
gathering place for youth on Friday eve-
nings after Oakwood High School home 

games (5th Quarter), as well as for special events, 
such as the Rock the Mission! coffeehouse and the 
family-friendly masked dance production of Dance 
in the Desert. We are thrilled to provide an inclu-
sive, welcoming place for kids to enjoy fellowship, 
regardless of their religious affiliation. 

Jean Howat Berry, St. Paul’s senior high 
youth coordinator, has led the church’s approach 
to youth evangelism for 2009-2010: Provide an 
open, safe environment for our teens; let them 
reach out to the other youth in the community; 
then build the program based on the talents and 
interests of the kids who are involved. 

“Our kids are proud and confident of their 
space and want to share it,” says Berry. “It’s the 
kids who drive the program—the parents and I 
are support staff. We simply observe and listen 
to the gifts and desires voiced by the kids, then 
help them bring their ideas to fruition.” For 
example, numerous youth were interested in 
dance and theatre, so Berry adapted the Dance in 
the Desert story into a masked dance production 
for the Advent season. In the process of bringing 

it to life, St. Paul’s was blessed by the talents 
of the entire community; not just the youth and 
their friends, but also their siblings and parents! 
Plus, the event raised more than $1,100 for 
future youth mission/outreach initiatives.

“My faith was active during this project 
with St. Paul’s youth group because it gave 
me a chance to use my gift of dance that God 

has given me for worship,” says Kristie Enns, 
a youth participant in the Dance in the Desert 
story. “The moment that really touched me was 
the part where the child heals the pelican. It 
reminded me of how Jesus healed the blind, the 
sick and the lame. He came down to heal a hurt-
ing world and He can also heal you, no matter 
how much pain you are in.”

Kids naturally talk about faith; putting them 
together in a sacred space is spiritual. St. Paul’s 
events allow them to blend aspects of their life with 
church. The church offered the PaulPit (the youth 
room) to the community for a coffeehouse last 
spring and again this fall. Teen bands want a place to 
perform for their friends, and St. Paul’s needs money 
to fund the annual Youth Mission Trip—the Rock 

the Mission! coffeehouse is the win-win result. 
The next project, 40Love, will expand the 

community church efforts by supporting youth 
and their friends as they perform 40 acts of mis-
sion in the greater Dayton area during the 40 
days of Lent. The youth are modeling mission 
for the rest of us, providing vast potential to 
grow the faith community. 

By art Paul anD Kelli sexton

interchange contriButors 

YODAH jump started this fall at St. Andrews, 
Dayton, with inviting the youth and young 
adults of Dayton to get together on Wednesday 

nights for Bible study. 
Every Wednesday since, a group of people -- ages 

15 to 26 -- have been meeting and discussing their 
faith. Youth of Dayton are here (YODAH for short) has 
almost 30 members. This group was started to offer all 
young people in high school and beyond, specifically 
Episcopalians, a place and time to explore their faith. 

Led by Art Paul and the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, the 
group has done different forms of meditation, Bible 
study, prayer stations, watched and discussed Rob 
Bell’s “Nooma” videos, played sardines, sang songs 
and smashed pumpkins with sledgehammers (after a 
prayer service centered on trusting in God with your 
problems and writing our worries and bothers on the 
pumpkins). 

YODAH discussions and activities revolve around 
different aspects of spirituality, bible/historical study 
and fun. Members of the group brainstorm different 

discussion topics and choose the focus of each six-week 
period. 

Interested in what’s coming up? Walking a labyrinth, 
engaging in prayer stations and singing great music are 
just some of the exciting things coming up in the next 
few weeks. The group also is planning a ski trip and a 
service project. YODAH members also are encouraged 
to share with the group other events and programs from 
their home parishes.  YODAH has made it a point to let 
young adults and youth know that there is a lot going 
on for them in Dayton.

This group is a great opportunity for anyone looking 
to question and explore their faith, anyone looking for 
a loving, accepting, and respectful community with 
friends. YODAH meets every Wednesday from 7-8:30 
p.m. at St. Andrew’s. It’s a come-when-you-can, casual 
affair. Members come from Dayton, Beavercreek, 
Fairborn, Oakwood, Kettering and more, so carpooling 
is possible. New people meet and new friends are made 
every week, so hope to see you this Wednesday!

 
For more information, contact Art Paul at artapaul@

gmail.com or 937.219.1043.
Look for the group Y.O.D.A.H. on facebook and join! 

Above: Curtain call for Dance in the Desert. Right: Aidan Maney and Harrison Davis as the lion perform in Dance in the Desert at St. Paul’s, Oakwood. 

YodAh:  
the youth of dayton are here!

Make plans now to include time this summer at Procter Camp & Conference Center. There are camps for all ages and interests, including a new 
Reading Camp to assist children in grades 3 and 4 with fundamental reading schools. Because of the popularity of Family Camp last year, a third 

session is being added.  More details and registration information can be found online at: www.youth.diosohio.org

2010  Procter summer Camp schedule

June 20-25  Reading Camp: 
June 25-27  Family Camp I
June 30-July 3 123 Camp & Outdoor Adventure
July 6-10  4th & 5th (Boys & Girls)
July 12-16  Creation Camp
July 16-18  Family Camp II
July 19-24  10th-12th (Senior High)
July 26-31  8th & 9th (Intermediate Camp)
Aug. 2-7  6th & 7th (Junior Camp)
Aug. 11-14  Family Camp III

Want to serve as a 
camp counselor: Fill 
out the application 
at https://diosohio.
wufoo.com/forms/
application-for-sum-
mer-camp-employ-
ment/ (or link from 
the youth.diosohio.
org site). Applicants 
should be at least one 
year removed from high 
school.

st. PAul’s CelebrAtes the CommunItY of Youth
Mission
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Bill Rice, Trinity, Troy, recently received the Pro Star Volunteer of the 
Year award from Ohio CASA/GAL (Court Appointed Special Advocates for 
Children). The Pro Star Award is given to an exemplary individual who has 
been a CASA/GAL volunteer for more than two years. In his seven years vol-
unteering for CASA, Rice has advocated for 13 children, volunteered more 
than 1,300 hours and completed more than 200 hours of training. He also has 
driven more than 31,000 miles while performing CASA duties!

Ron Ogletree, St Margaret’s, Dayton, was honored by the Beta Eta 
Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority at the Celebrating African 
American Males event in Dayton. Ogletree was chosen for his exemplary 
service to the community, his family, his church and to countless young 
people in the Dayton community.

The Rev. Ed Payne recently was published online through the The 
Episcopal Preaching Foundation. His thoughts were included as sermon 
preparation material for Christtmas. Congrats!

Jane Kammer Habig, St. Timothy, Cincinnati, was named the 
Outstanding Care Giver by Mercy Clermont Hospital for 2009. Habig has 
volunteered in the Spiritual Care department for more than 12 years.

Doris Swabb and Doris Miller of Christ Church, Dayton, were hon-
ored by Miami Valley Hospital for their many volunteer hours. Swabb has 
logged more than 6,500 hours, and Miller has given more than 9,900 hours 
to the hospital. In addition, Miller volunteers in the Christ Church office, 
and Swabb bakes brownies for the church’s CityHeart clients.

Meredith Glover, Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, danced in five 
performances of The Nutcracker with the Cincinnati Ballet. Glover had the 
role of the rabbit in the battle scene.

N
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Cincinnati East
“The Sounds of St. Timothy’s 2009,” an audio CD, is now 

available at St. Timothy’s, Cincinnati. The CD contains 
19 tracks of music, including organ music featuring Bryan 
Holten, choir selections, soloists featuring parishioners Phil 
Clary, Andrew Herbert and Liz Campbell and violin music 
played by April Higgins. The CDs are $15 each, and the 
proceeds support the St. Timothy’s music program. For 
more information or to order a CD, call the church at 
513.474.4445.

The art show at Indian Hill Church attracted more than 
90 artists and raised an astounding $18,000 for outreach. 
More than 100 volunteers served food and drinks and sold 
Split the Pot tickets to the 1,000 attendees at the show, who 
purchased 350 pieces of art. 

Youngsters attending Vacation Bible School at St. 
Barnabas, Montgomery, donated more than 300 new 
and gently used books and collected more than $2,100 
to help the Early Childhood Center run by St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church in New Orleans. The money helped the 
center to renovate a classroom in order to accommodate 
more students.

Cincinnati West
Members of St. Stephen, Cincinnati, assisted the Mt. 

Healthy Alliance in distributing Thanksgiving baskets 
to more than 270 families in the 45231 zip code area of 
Cincinnati. St. Stephen’s is one of the founding members 
of the Alliance, and their rector, the Rev. David Bailey, 
currently serves as president of the organization. Helping 
with the distribution were parishioners Dick Meagher, 
Fr. David Bailey, Bebe Hales, Lois Tuttle, Ralph Tuttle, 
Mike Murphy and Pat Murphy. They were joined by 
Roger Perna, a parishioner at Grace Church, College 
Hill.

Columbus
St. Alban’s, Bexley, will host the Rev. Lonell Wright, 

vicar of All Souls Episcopal Church and Community Center 
in New Orleans’ Ninth Ward, for the weekend of Feb. 12-14. 
St. Alban’s parishioners met Wright while working on a mis-
sion trip at All Souls and were so impressed by his vision 
and enthusiasm, they invited him to come and meet the rest 
of their congregation! Wright will preach and lead the adult 
ministry study at St. Alban’s on Feb. 14. For more informa-
tion, call the church at 614.253.8549.

St. Patrick’s, Dublin, has created a group for stay-at-
home moms, dads and grandparents called Episcopal Church 
Kids. They will get together periodically to play and share. 
The first meeting will be held Jan. 7 at 10 a.m. in the Parish 
Hall. Call 614.766.2664 for more information.

Photo Safari, a photography workshop for you and your point-
and-shoot-camera, will be offered to the Columbus Deanery by 
St. Mark’s, Columbus, on Jan. 23.  The safari will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church. Cost is $30 per person and 
includes refreshments and lunch. Two retired professional pho-
tographers, John Martin of Knoxville, Tenn., and Eric Schryver 
of Dayton will lead the workshop. Become a better photogra-
pher for yourself, your church and God! To register, contact St. 
Mark’s office manager Jessie Ellis at 614.486.9452 ext. 301.

Dayton
Did you know that the St. Margaret’s Brotherhood at St. 

Margaret’s, Trotwood, holds a Fish Fry the first Friday 
of each month from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.? Dinners are $8 and 
sandwiches are $5. Delivery is available. Call 937.837.7741 
for more information.

The annual spaghetti dinner at St. George’s, Washington 
Twp., is Jan. 24 from 5 to 7 p.m. The cost is $10 for adults, 
$5 for children ($25 maximum per family) and all proceeds 
benefit community outreach. This event is usually a sellout, 
so call early to get your reservations! To purchase tickets, 
contact Jean Tarr at 937.885.1791.

Miami River
Financial Peace University, a 13-week life changing program 

that teaches you to achieve your financial goals by eliminating 
debt, is being offered at St. Anne, West Chester, beginning Jan. 
12. The sessions will be held on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and 
child care and a homework table will be available. In the past 
year, participants in the program from St. Anne’s have elimi-
nated almost $40,000 in debt! For more information or to sign 
up for FPU, call St. Anne’s at 513.779.1139.

Northeast
On the last Sunday of each month, parishioners at St. Luke, 

Marietta, hold a community dinner. But unlike many com-
munity dinners, instead of the people coming to the dinner, the 
dinner comes to the people! The volunteers gather and prepare 
the meal, and then head out to deliver it to people in the com-
munity. Some of the dinner recipients are needy and some are 
lonely, but this lovely gesture lets all of them know that there 
are people in their community who love and care about them.

Northwest
Heavenly Recipes from St. Paul Episcopal Church, a new 

cookbook compiled by St. Paul, Greenville, is now available 
for sale. The cookbooks are spiral bound for easy use and full 
of lip-smacking good recipes and tips. Each book costs just 
$10 and features all the favorite recipes of the good people of 
St. Paul’s. Contact the church at 937.548.5575 to purchase.

Scioto River
GodSquad kids at All Saints, Portsmouth, created a calendar 

for 2010 with pictures for each month made from handprint 
designs. In addition to giving their parents the calendars with the 
original artwork as gifts, the group held a silent auction for one of 
the calendars and raised $270 for their activities. GodSquad began 
meeting after school in September at the rectory. Kids share a 
Bible story, crafts, snacks and play time – and build community. 
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ENS: Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori is 
scheduled to visit Africa with a weeklong trip to Liberia in January. The visit 
will mark the first time she is the official guest of an African church.

At the invitation of Episcopal Church of Liberia Bishop Jonathan B.B. Hart, 
Jefferts Schori will witness the work of the church, celebrate Mass at Trinity 
Cathedral in the capital Monrovia and visit Episcopal-affiliated Cuttington 
University, among other stops both inside and outside the nation’s capital. In 
addition to meeting with diocesan staff, clergy and vestry members, the presid-
ing bishop is scheduled to meet with U.S. Embassy and USAID officials and 
Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the continent’s first elected African 
woman president. 

“It will be wonderful for the presiding bishop to go and identify herself with 
them,” said the Rev. Emmanuel K. Sserwadda, Episcopal Church program 
officer for Africa. “It has been three years since the war ended, and the country 
is still recovering and rebuilding.”

Founded by the U.S.-based Episcopal Church in 1836, the Episcopal 
Church of Liberia was a diocese in the Episcopal Church until 1980, when it 
became part of the Anglican Province of West Africa. As part of that change of 
affiliation, the Episcopal Church and the Liberia diocese established a covenant 
partnership, which pledges each entity to mutual ministry and interdependence 
and calls for financial subsidies with an eventual goal of self-sufficiency and 
sustainability for the Church of Liberia. 

From 1983 through 2007, the Liberian church received close to $6.6 million 
from the Episcopal Church. The Diocese of Southern Ohio and the Church of 
Liberia have entered into a one-year discernment period to consider whether to 
become companion partners. Bishop Hart was a featured speaker at Southern 
Ohio’s 135th convention in November.

“To understand the significance of the presiding bishop’s visit, you have to 
understand the history,” said Bishop Herbert Donovan, deputy to the presid-
ing bishop for Anglican Communion relations. “Liberia has long historical 
ties to the United States and the Episcopal Church established an early mis-
sion field there.

“What is especially significant is that Liberia has a woman president, and 
we have a woman presiding bishop.”

Both Jefferts Schori and Johnson Sirleaf took office in 2006. The Monrovia-
based Daily Observer newspaper, referred to Jefferts Schori as the country’s 
most important visitor in many years.

First founded as an American colony in the 1820s as a homeland for freed 
slaves, Liberia became an independent republic in 1847, but kept close ties 
with the United States. Throughout the 1980s and 90s Liberia was crushed 
by civil war, with more than 250,000 people killed and more than one million 
people displaced.

During the war, communication between the church in Liberia and the 
United States was difficult; still the covenant continued and the Liberian dio-
cese worked to aid internally displaced people and refugees, said Sserwadda.

Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) also operates programs in 
Liberia. During the war, ERD supported the diocese through emergency relief 
grants, providing food, shelter, clothing and transportation to children, women, 
handicapped people and others. Post-war, ERD has worked with the diocese to 
implement a long-term recovery program, said Danielle Tirello, ERD program 
associate for Africa and the Middle East.

Through its NetsforLife program, ERD has distributed more than 270,000 
nets and plans to distribute another 150,000 in 2010, she added.

The diocese, with support from the Episcopal Church, operates social pro-
grams to meet the education, health and community development needs of the 
people of Liberia, as well as the work of spiritual development and financial 
sustainability. Among other provisions, the current covenant partnership 
includes a five-year development plan for reconstruction and rehabilitation.

Post-war, Liberia’s infrastructure and electric grid remains in ruin, and 
15,000 U.N. peacekeeping troops are still on the ground. Former president 
Charles Taylor is on trial in The Hague for alleged war crimes for supporting 
rebels in neighboring Sierra Leone. 

“It’s important for the presiding bishop to see what they are going through 
and the strength of their faith, which upheld them during their time of war,” 
said Sserwadda. 

Anglican leaders unite to combat global warming
As church bells rang throughout the world Dec. 13 to mark Christianity’s 

commitment to combating climate change, Anglican leaders were making 
their voices heard about global warming in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

The United Nations Climate Change Conference Dec. 7-18 in the Danish 
capital welcomed world and faith leaders, including Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
Both spoke at a Dec. 13 ecumenical worship service in Church of Our Lady, 
Copenhagen’s Lutheran cathedral, about the religious imperative to cut carbon 
emissions and save the planet from further environmental degradation.

At the same time, church bells tolled 350 times around the world to symbol-
ize the 350 parts per million that many scientists say mark the safe upper limit 
for carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

“We cannot show the right kind of love for our fellow humans unless we 
also work at keeping the earth as a place that is a secure home for all people 
and for future generations,” said Williams in his sermon at the cathedral ser-
vice, attended by other religious leaders, members of the Danish royal family 
and Denmark’s Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen.

“[A]sk how the policies you follow and the lifestyle that you take for granted look 
in the light of the command to love the world you inhabit,” Williams said. “Ask 
what would be a healthy and sustainable relationship with this world, a relationship 
that would in some way manifest both joy in and respect for the earth. Start with the 
positive question – how do we show that we love God’s creation?”

On Dec. 12, about 100,000 campaigners braved the cold weather to join a 
four-mile march through the streets of Copenhagen for climate justice.

Speaking to Christian Aid during the march, Williams said he had come to 
Copenhagen because “it is important for faith communities to be visible; it’s 
important for the leaders of faith communities to be visible … The world isn’t 
ours. The world is something we’re part of – we don’t own it.”

The issues being addressed in Copenhagen are also about justice, Williams 
said. “Climate change weighs most heavily on those least powerful, least 
advantaged in the world. There’s a clear imperative there.”

Williams told an indigenous Ecuadorean farmer that her voice and the voic-
es of the world’s poor were critical to achieving a strong climate deal for the 
most vulnerable communities, according to a press release from Progressio, an 
international organization that lobbies the world’s decision-makers to change 
policies that keep people poor.

 Fabiola Quishpe, 42, who spends much of her time farming in her rural 
village high in the Ecuadorean Andes, is noticing the effects of a changing 
climate in her community.

“It’s very important to hear your voice directly,” Williams told Quishpe. 
People like Quishpe “are the people who carry the consequences of our deci-

sions,” Williams said. “Very often, they pay for what we’ve done. Therefore, to 
hear their voices is a way of letting those without power have access to some 
of those who do have power and are making the decisions.”
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu addresses an ecumenical group about the impor-
tance of cutting carbon emissions.



A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.
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Calendar

visitations

January
1 – Diocesan offices closed for New Year holiday
4 – Deadline for UTO grant applications. Contact: 
Milicent Eason, diocesan UTO coordinator at 
614.252.1916.
5 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle 
Thompson at 800.582.1712 ext 150 or rthompson@
diosohio.org.
5 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
7 – Procter Board meeting at Diocesan House. 
Contact: Penny Buckley, 800.582.1712
8-10 – School for Ministry weekend at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 
800.582.1712, ext. 136.
8 – Diocesan Council overnight at Procter Camp & 
Conference Center. 
9 – Memorial service for Episcopal Church Women 
member Wilda Hoyt at Ascension, Middletown, 
9:30 a.m.
9 – Preacher training at Procter Camp & Conference 
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan 
at 800.582.1712.
14 – Advisory Committee on Compensation & 
Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. 
Contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
16 – Residency program quarterly meeting at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the 
Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
18 – Diocesan offices closed for Martin Luther King 
holiday.
19 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
20 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, 
noon. Contact: the Rev. Stephen Applegate at 
740.587.0167.
20 – Commission on Congregational Life meets 
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. 
Contact: Jan West at 937.278.2249.
22-24 – Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative 
weekend at Procter Camp & Conference Center. 
Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712, ext. 136.
22-24 – Genesis 7 at All Saints, New Albany. Retreat 
for youth in grades 6-9. Drop off at 7 p.m. Friday, pick 
up after 10 a.m. service on Sunday. Cost $30. Register 
by Jan. 17 on the youth website www.youth.diosohio.
org. Contact: Rob Konkol at 800.582.1712 ext. 160.
23 – Episcopal Appalachian Ministries Commission 
meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. 
Contact: the Rev. Leslie Flemming at 740.592.4460.

23 – Celebration of New Ministry and installation of 
the Rev. Elaine Caldbeck as rector at Church of the 
Ascension, Middletown, 3 p.m.
30 – Ministry Day at Procter Camp & Conference 
Center, 10 a.m. For those interested in exploring a 
sense of call to either the ordained ministry or deeper 
lay ministry.  Register online at www.diosohio.
org under events. Individuals should contact their 
local priest for details or the Rev. Jeff Bunke at 
513.779.1139.

February
2 – Executive and program staff meets at Diocesan 
House, 10 a.m.
5-7 - School for Ministry weekend at Procter Camp 
& Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 
800.582.1712, ext. 136.
6  – Safe Church training at St. Barnabas, Montgomery. 
Morning beverages, snacks and lunch available for 
$15. Pre-registration is required. Register online 
at www.diosohio.org or by calling Geri McDaniel 
at 800.582.1712 ext 105. Contact: The Rev. Fred 
Shirley at 614.882.9038.
11 – Residency program monthly meeting at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center, 9:30 a.m. Contact: the 
Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
12-14 – Exodus 7 at St. Patrick, Lebanon, Drop off: 
Friday at 7 p.m. Pick up: after worship at 10:30 (join 
us!) Cost: $30. Registration due by Feb. 7. Register 
at www.youth.diosohio.org. Contact: Rob Konkol at 
youth@diosohio.org
13 – Preacher training at Procter Camp & Conference 
Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan 
at 800.582.1712.
15 – Diocesan offices closed for Presidents Day.
16 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 
a.m.
18 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, 
noon. Contact: the Rev. Stephen Applegate at 
740.587.0167.
19-20 – Congregational Development/Church 
wellness retreat at Procter Camp & Conference 
Center. Register online at www.diosohio.org under 
events. Contact: the Rev. Canon John Johanssen at 
800.582.1712. See page 4 for story.
24 – Commission on Congregational Life meets 
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. 
Contact: Jan West at 937.278.2249.

The Rev. David Halt, rector of St. James, Westwood, has accepted a call to serve in the Diocese of 
Springfield. 

St. James, Westwood, has called the Rev. Angelo Puopolo as interim rector. 
Trinity, Newark, has called the Rev. Kitty Clausen to serve as priest-in-charge. 
St. Luke’s, Marietta, has called the Rev. David Ruppe as rector. 
In transition:
Beginning search process: St. James, Westwood; Church of the Advent, Cincinnati
Finished profile: Indian Hill Episcopal/Presbyterian Church
Interviewing candidates: St. Thomas, Terrace Park; St. George, Washington Twp.; Ascension & 

Holy Trinity, Wyoming
Celebration of New Ministry: All are invited to join the Church of the Ascension, Middletown, at 3 

p.m. on Jan. 23 as they welcome their new rector, the Rev. Elaine Caldebeck. 

Clergy/Congregtions

January
10 Bishop Breidenthal  Church of the Advent,   

     Cincinnati
17 Bishop Breidenthal  Indian Hill Church
24 Bishop Breidenthal  St. Anne, West Chester 

 Bishop Price   St. John, Columbus
31 Bishop Breidenthal  Christ Church, Dayton 

 Bishop Price   St. Mark, Columbus

February
7 Bishop Breidenthal  All Saints, Portsmouth
14 Bishop Breidenthal  St. Barnabas, Montgomery
21 Bishop Breidenthal  Ascension & Holy Trinity,   

     Wyoming
28 Bishop Breidenthal  St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln  

     Heights 
 Bishop Price   St. Philip, Columbus 
 Bishop Rivera   Grace Church, College Hill

Ministry day
Learn what ministry is all about! Those interested in seeking to discern his or her 

ministry, or just learn more about ministry in the Episcopal Church,  whether that be 
ordained or lay, should plan to attend the Ministry Day on Jan. 28.  Ministry Day is a 
prerequisite for the discernment process for ordained ministry, so those who believe 
that God is calling them to the ordained ministry should attend, but anyone interested 
in any kind of ministry is welcome.

Anyone who believes that he or she is called to the ordained ministry should 
come accompanied by his or her rector, vicar or priest in charge, his or her spouse 
and someone with whom he or she would like to reflect over the next few months.   
Ministry Day has been designed as a ministry formation resource for all persons 
seeking ministry discernment. Discernment committees are not to be formed prior to 
coming to Ministry Day.

 For those who believe they may be called to the ordained ministry, Ministry Day 
is the first step in a process that will involve writing a spiritual autobiography and 
meeting with the Commission on Ministry.

For those who believe that they may be called to some form of lay ministry, it is a 
chance to learn a little more about some programs offered in the diocese.

For both it is a chance to hear more about the wide range of ministry in the 
Episcopal Church and what some of those ministries look like in theory and in prac-
tice. Ministry Day 2010 will be held Jan. 30 at Procter Camp & Conference Center 
from 9:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Deadline for registration is Jan. 23. $9 fee includes lunch. 
Registration forms are available online at https://diosohio.wufoo.com/forms/ministry-
day-registration/

school for Ministry offers 
winter courses

 Once again the School for Ministry will be offering courses this winter to 
interested persons. The curriculum offers courses from the School for Diaconal 
Ministry and encourages participation of all to support Common Ministry of 
all the baptized.  

The two courses available are: “Introduction to the Old Testament: Prophets, 
Psalms and Wisdom” and “Ethics and Contemporary Issues.”

> “Introduction to the Old Testament: Prophets, Psalms and Wisdom” will 
be offered by the Rev. Roger Foote and the Rev. William Gartig from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

> “Ethics and Contemporary Issues” will be offered by Professor Don Reed 
and Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal from 1 to 3 p.m.

Classes will be held on Saturdays, Feb 6, March 6, March 27, and May 1.    
Classes will be held at Procter Camp & Conference Center. The cost of either 

four-session course is $80, which includes lunch. The cost for both courses is 
$120, including lunch. There will be additional costs for the purchase of books. 
Courses can be taken for credit or audit.  
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Godly Play Training 
The Church of the Redeemer (Hyde Park) is co-hosting 

Godly Play training with Calvary, Clifton, on Jan. 21 – 23. 
There are lots of things you can learn from a book or a lec-
ture, but Godly Play has to be learned from the inside out. 
You experience Godly Play stories as a participant and as 
a storyteller. You learn the fundamentals of Godly Play that 
guide us as we build the Godly Play classroom and interact 
with the children. You deepen your understanding of chil-
dren’s spirituality. You improve your teaching skills, achieve 
greater clarity about the fundamentals of Godly Play and 
leave spiritually refreshed. It is an awesome experience!

If you are interested in becoming a storyteller or becoming 
more involved in Godly Play, please consider this training. It 
is necessary to attend all three days, and the cost is $295.  The 
course feels almost as much like a retreat as it does a work-
shop. The training will be held at Calvary, 3766 Clifton Ave., 
on the following days and times: Jan. 21: 5:30–9 p.m.; Jan. 
22: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and Jan. 23: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Registration fees: $295, if paid on or before Jan. 10. $360 if 
paid after Jan. 10. Please send check (made payable to Godly 
Play Foundation with “Godly Play Core –  Cincinnati” in the 
memo line) and registration form to: Godly Play Foundation, 
535 W. Roses Road, San Gabriel, Calif. 91775. For more 
information and a printable registration form, go to: www.
redeemer-cincy.org. You may also contact the coordinator for 
this event:  Helene Ault  at hault@fuse.net or 513.861.4437.

Sharing in the Ministry of Christ:  
A Forum on Common Ministry

On Jan. 16, from 4-6 p.m., the diocesan Faith in Life 
Commission is sponsoring a public discussion about some of 
the theological foundations for common ministry. “Common 
ministry” is the term Bishop Breidenthal is using to refer to the 
ministry we share as baptized Christians. This is fundamental 
to both the New Testament and the Book of Common Prayer. 
We will meet in the Great Hall of the Church of the Redeemer,  
2944 Erie Ave. (www.redeemer-cincy.org). Participants will 
include Bishop Breidenthal, and we will discuss a brief paper 
by the Rev. Bill Carroll, the chair of Faith in Life and rector of 
the Church of the Good Shepherd in Athens. Carroll is a for-
mer faculty member at Sewanee, where he taught seminarians 
the theology of the Church, ministry, and mission. The paper 
takes its title from the final clause of the greeting to the newly 
baptized (BCP, p. 308): “And Share With Us in His Eternal 
Priesthood.” It is available on the diocesan website, www.
fil.diosohio.org. The mission of Faith in Life is to facilitate 
conversation on theological and ethical topics among Southern 
Ohio Episcopalians and our ecumenical and interfaith partners. 
All interested persons are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Spiritual But Not Religious:  
Problem or Opportunity? 

During its annual conference on Jan. 25-26, the Ohio 
Council of Churches will explore the issue of why growing 
numbers of people identify themselves as “spiritual but not 
religious. Speakers include John C. Green, a professor of 
political science at the University of Akron and senior fel-
low with the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, and 
the Rev. Linda Mercadante, an author and professor at the 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio. 

A special worship service on Jan. 25 at Worthington 
United Methodist Church will highlight the Council’s 91 
years of commitment to ecumenism. 

Learn more: www.ohcouncilchs.org.

Events

Winter Ball at Christ Church Cathedral 
Christ Church Cathedral’s third annual Winter Snow Ball 

dinner dance will be held Jan. 29. Open to all, this is a gala 
event with gourmet food, wine and fantastic dance music. 
The evening begins with a reception at 7 p.m., followed by 
dinner and dancing from 8 p.m. to midnight. 

Dinner includes a choice of pasta with shrimp, scallops 
and crab in a white wine cream sauce, grilled chicken in 
a spinach artichoke sauce or cornbread stuffed pork loin. 
Music will be provided by The Soul Pocket Band. Requested 
attire is festive. Valet parking will be provided.

Tickets are $40 per adult; $20 per student (ages 15-19). 
Tickets may be purchased online at www.christchurchcincin-
nati.org/community/snowball or at the Cathedral Shop.

This year, the event will include a silent auction and dona-
tions are welcome. Donated items may include new electron-
ics, dinners, spa and salon treatments, vacation home rentals, 
jewelry, photographs, artwork, pottery and other exciting 
treasures tucked away in attics or basements. A portion of the 
proceeds will benefit St. Paul’s Food Pantry in Newport, Ky. 
To donate an item, contact Karen Taylor at 513.871.4588 or 
kjtaylor@current.net.

St. Simon hosts dance
St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, will host a Vegas 

Night and Dance on Feb. 13. The event will be held at the 
Hartwell Country Club, 59 Caldwell Drive. Music will be 
provided by Willie C. There also will be games, prizes and 
baskets to bid upon. The donation in advance of the event 
will be $15, and at the door, the cost will be $20.

This is a bring-your-own-beverage event.
Information: 513.771.4828 or 513.227.0566.

People

Lockett named president
Rusty Lockett of Church of Our 

Saviour, Mount Auburn, was elected 
president of the Board of Gay and 
Lesbian Community Center.  Lockett 
has been the organization’s clerk for 
more than a year, served as event chair 
for Pride Night at Paramount King’s 
Island and has been a long-time volunteer. He also has served 
on the vestry of Our Saviour and as convener of the local gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender Episcopal group, Integrity. 

The Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Greater 
Cincinnati serves as a resource to the local community, offer-
ing meeting space and programs. 

Bowers receives Scouting honor
The Rev. John Bowers, a retired priest of the dio-

cese, recently received one of Boy Scout’s top honors. 
The Spirit of the Eagle Award honors Bowers’ lifetime 
achievement with more than 20 years of service to scout-
ing and to St. Thomas, Terrace Park. In the Cincinnati 
area, the award has been bestowed on only three occasions 
in the past decade. 

A nomination letter by Jamie Flerlage and James D’Wolf to 
the Boy Scouts of America details Bowers’ life of service. “John’s 
selfless contributions to Scouting, our nationa and community 
form the basis of merit for our recommendation,” according to 
the letter. “What you wil not find in his military records or profes-
sional resume, in shadow boxes or on a commendation wall is 
John’s passion for his family … John has spent a lifetime ‘helping 
other people at all times.’ Anyone who has the privilege of being 
acquainted with him is blessed.”

Mission

Program provides energy audits
A unique opportunity is emerging to help congregations save 

energy and money. Ohio Interfaith Power and Light is partnering 
with Columbus State Community College’s Green Jobs Training 
program to provide very low-cost energy audits and retrofit improve-
ments to central Ohio churches and their member households. The 
audits and retrofit improvements can save a congregation 10-40% 
on their annual energy bills, while providing green jobs to students 
in need of training and employment. These savings also reduce mil-
lions of pounds of greenhouse gas emissions.

Pending the award of a $2 million Labor Department 
stimulus grant, anticipated in January, Columbus State stu-
dents will be paired with energy auditors and contractors 
to conduct 80 church and 300 household energy audits in 
2010 and 2011; the students will then complete 40 church 
and 150 household energy efficiency retrofits. The first step 
to be considered for this opportunity is for congregations 
to create a Portfolio Manager energy use profile for their 
church. (Set-up time is estimated at two hours - church gas, 
electric and water bills from the past 12 months are needed to 
complete the profile.) Some judicatories will be assigning a 
point person to coordinate communication with participating 
churches. Portfolio Manager profiles need to be established 
as soon as possible to be in position to receive audits and ret-
rofits in 2010. If we do not act now, the opportunity will pass 
on to others. The goal is to have 100 churches established in 
Portfolio Manager by Jan. 8. 

The following links provide more information:
To set up a Portfolio Manager profile: www.energystar.

gov (search portfolio manager)
For details on accessing the OhIPL revolving loan fund: 

www.ohipl.org/EnergyAudit
Questions: Ohio Interfaith Power and Light executive 

director Greg Hitzhusen at hitzhusen.3@osu.edu.
Resources

Care for returning veterans 
The Episcopal Church office for Federal Ministries has 

sent to each congregation a DVD on the subject of care for 
returning veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan.  Produced 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the DVID, “Care 
For Returning Veterans” offers a first step to assist priests, 
caregivers, and any who want to put out the welcome mat 
for returning veterans and their families. The presentation 
includes “the veteran’s experience,” with information about 
psychological impacts, moral impacts, spiritual impacts, 
family impacts, and referrals and resources. Information: 
Bishop George E. Packard, Bishop Suffragan for Federal 
Ministries, at gpackard@episcopalchurch.org

The Rev. John Bowers with his Spirit of the Eagle award. 
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A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.
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By Richelle Thompson

inTeRchange ediToR

While Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. moves into his primary 
ministry as provisional bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, 
Southern Ohio soon will have another resident bishop. 

The Rt. Rev. Nedi Rivera is moving to the Cincinnati 
neighborhood of Northside to be near her daughter and fam-
ily. Bishop Rivera will retire in January as bishop suffragan 
of the Diocese of Olympia but will continue as provisional 
bishop of the Diocese of Eastern Oregon until Easter 2010. 
She expects to spend about a third or so of her time in Oregon 
while balancing the newly retired life in Ohio.

“I’m looking forward to meeting the people of Southern 
Ohio and discovering how I can participate in that minis-
try,” said Bishop Rivera, 63. “I’m also very fond of Tom 
Breidenthal and Ken Price, as well as Margaret and Mariann, 
and I look forward to expanding that friendship and extend-
ing it to the diocese.”

Initially Bishop Rivera has agreed to take on seven visita-
tions to congregations on Sunday mornings. Her involve-
ment in the diocese may grow as time allows and in response 
to God’s call. 

“I don’t know what the needs are yet, and I don’t know 
how my gifts will gel with Southern Ohio,” said Bishop 
Rivera. “When I was a parish priest, I would go into a con-
gregation and spend the first year learning and listening, so I 
could see what was really needed and see how our gifts work 
together. Tom (Breidenthal) and I will be in conversation, 
and I’ll be listening to what God is calling me to do here.”

The first Hispanic woman elected bishop in The Episcopal 
Church, Bishop Rivera is a third-generation priest – and a 
second-generation bishop. Her late father, the Rt. Rev. Victor 
Manuel Rivera, served as bishop of San Joaquin. Her hus-
band, the Rev. Bob Moore, is a retired Episcopal priest. In 
retirement, Moore started working for the Seattle Mariners 
in the souvenir shop. He has since become a docent of sorts 
for Safeco Field. He’s hoping to continue to indulge their 
passion for baseball with the Cincinnati Reds. 

Bishop Rivera talked with Interchange about her impend-
ing move and shared some of the lessons she’s learned in 
ministry. Here are excerpts:

What are you looking forward to in retirement?
I’m looking forward to being in the neighborhood of 

Northside. We were visiting our daughter and went exploring 
to see housing in Cincinnati, when we fell in love with this 
house and neighborhood. We’re starting to think about the 
ministry we could have in this area. I want to be a part of this 
movement in Northside, a part of a neighborhood that’s up 
and coming, a neighborhood that has a lot to offer. 

I don’t know yet what that will be – Maybe I’ll be the old 
lady on the corner that makes cookies or plays piano. Who 
has weird stuff on Halloween and fun stuff on Christmas. I’m 
not sure yet, but I think there are wonderful possibilities. 

What are some of your gifts in ministry? 
An ability to be present and to listen. And to discern 

in community about call – about what we’re called to do 
together. I bring a lot of energy and enthusiasm to ministry. 
I’ve been told I have the gift of encouragement. I’m willing 
to support the ministry of others and ask, “What do I need to 
do to help make this possible?” 

From your perspective, what are the challenges facing 
the Episcopal Church? What are the opportunities?

The biggest challenge -- and biggest opportunity -- is fig-
uring out how we help build the kingdom of God right here 
and now. This is true at a local level and true in the wider 
church. We’re dealing with questions of justice, inclusion, 
evangelism.

In the Pacific Northwest, the largest denomination indi-
cated by people when they sign into a hospital is “none.” 
Our task is to change that. There are two to three generations 
who have never been in churches except for weddings and 
funerals. They don’t even know what we’re talking about. 
We have something very special to offer folks. 

What advice do you give every congregation?
Walk your neighborhood. Go in concentric circles around 

the building. See who’s there, talk to the folks. What’s impor-
tant to them? What do they need? See where the call is. 

Pay attention to your gifts. What are you good at? What 
gives you energy? A lot of times we operate by what we 
think we ought to do instead of listening to God’s call for 
our gifts.

How do you keep spiritually invigorated? 
Besides daily prayer and Eucharist, I enjoy being out in 

the country in the Pacific Northwest – looking at the hills 
of Mount Ranier, Puget sound, the waters and trees. The 
beauty of the earth renews me, renews my soul. I’m looking 
forward to discovering new kinds of beauty in Cincinnati and 
the Midwest.

On Nov. 9-10, more than 50 priests from The 
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church of Canada 
gathered at Christ Church, New Haven, Conn., to 
inaugurate a new society for Anglo-Catholic clergy.  
Two priests from the Diocese of Southern Ohio, the 
Rev. Bill Carroll and the Rev. Jeff Queen, attended 
the gathering and were inducted into the Society of 
Catholic Priests, North America.   

With more than 130 priests already on its rolls, the 
society draws its membership from clergy across the 
perceived theological divide in the church. Gathered at 
New Haven were clergy from a range of ages and years 
of experience, men and women priests, those supporting 
recent developments in the Anglican Communion and 
those who do not, all representing the wide spectrum 
of belief and practice in North American Anglicanism. 
They came together, united by their belief in God’s 
action through the sacraments and Christ’s presence in 
Eucharist, embracing one another as colleagues in the 
same church. They gathered to reaffirm their commit-
ment to Christianity as expressed in the Holy Scriptures, 
the Prayer Book, the sacraments of the Church and the 
historic creeds. For that very reason, the group is fully 
affirming of the full participation of women and lesbian, 

gay, bisexual and transgender people in every aspect of 
the church’s life and ministry.

“The conference was an inspiration,” says Carroll, rec-
tor of Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens. “The Society 
of Catholic Priests is offering an invaluable opportunity to 
deepen our Catholic identity within the Anglican tradition, 
with a view toward priestly formation, evangelism and 
mission. In many places, the Anglo-Catholic tradition 
has become sterile and reactionary, defined by what it is 
against. Paradoxically, a supposedly Catholic movement 
can come to understand itself in sectarian terms. When 
faced with this kind of distortion of a living tradition we 
hold dear, committed Christians of any sort must ask our-
selves what we are for.”

“But this is not a partisan group, nor is our chief 
function advocacy,” he says. “Many of us spoke of 
our passionate desire to work side-by-side with others 
in charity, both inside and outside Anglo-Catholicism, 
for the sake of the Lord we love.”

Queen attended the conference with the hope of 
finding a group of priests who could get beyond argu-
ing and focus on formation, evangelism and mission 
with a distinctly Anglo-Catholic expression while 
remaining mutually accountable to one another. 

“I found this and much more,” says Queen. “I found 
priests who share a sense of joy and humility about the 
work God has called them to do. I found lots of laugh-
ter, something that I often notice is missing at clergy 
gatherings. I found a confidence about the future and 
the part The Episcopal Church will play in forming a 
new generation of people in the Christian faith. And I 
found friendship among those in a vocation that all too 
often leads to loneliness and isolation.” 

The conference was centered on Christ and rooted in 
worship. The Rev. Canon Andrew Nunn, rector general 
of the Society, preached at a solemn high mass in honor 
of the feast of Pope St. Leo the Great.  Reflecting on 
the propers of the day, Andrew challenged the society 
members to be both salt and light in a way that eloquently 
summed up the purpose of our gathering: “And to be that 
kind of salty priest, our lives need to be seasoned, living 
differently, with joy, making Christ known - confidently.”

Priests in the Diocese of Southern Ohio are invited 
to attend the formational meeting of a local chapter of 
the Society of Catholic Priests on Jan. 28 at 10 a.m. at 
St. James Church, 3400 Calumet Street in Columbus. 
Information: the Rev. Bill Carroll at gsrector@gmail.com 
or the Rev. Jeff Queen at jeffreyqueen@yahoo.com.

Southern Ohio welcomes Bishop Rivera

Priests start local chapter for Anglo-Catholic clergy

The Rt. Rev. Nedi 
Rivera
Family: Married for 30 years to the 
Rev. Bob Moore, a retired Episcopal 
priest. Together, they have four chil-
dren and five grandchildren.
I’m reading: Hotel at the Corner 
of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford; 
The Fly in the Ointment, a book 
about how judicatories can best 
serve congregations.
On my iPod: I cheat in Advent and listen to Christmas music. 
I’ll do that from now to Ash Wednesday. I also like music by 
Bruce Cockburn, Kathy Mattea. And I listen to stories. Right 
now, I’m listening to Keeping Faith by Jodi Piccoult.
Favorite hobbies: My husband and I are big fans of 
movies and stage shows, plays, live theater. We also love 
baseball.
What I would do with an extra hour a day: As I move to 
Cincinnati, I’m really hoping that I finally have time to do 
some exercise. I’d like to use that hour to get healthy. I’d 
also love to have time to cook again.

The Rev. Bill 
Carroll

The Rev. Jeff 
Queen
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We have a new puppy. He is a “mastiff mix” weighing 
90+ lbs. at about 12 months. 

If I had to guess, I’d say he’s a Neapolitan Mastiff – 
Weimaraner cross. In physique, 
he looks like a Weimer on ste-
roids, without all the folds of 
a Neo. He is gray with tawny 
brindling. But the face is pure 
Neo. In a world of Peekapoos 
and Shepadors, he appears to be 
a Neoraner. 

For Wittenberg’s four-day-
weekend fall break, Charlotte 
and I went to Chicago, to retreat 

from local responsibilities and revisit our time there in semi-
nary. We left behind our Bullmastiff, Zena.

On Sunday evening after dinner with Charlotte’s uncle’s 
family, we got back within reach of an AT&T tower, and 
I had a voicemail to call my mother. I had three from her, 
actually.

Our wonderful Zena, who’d rescued me from the empty 
nest just six months before, had passed from among the liv-
ing. She had somehow sucked a chew toy into her throat so 
far that it quenched her spirit. My parents were devastated. 
Charlotte and I were crushed.

We returned home early from our mini-vacation to grieve 
and begin to cope. I cancelled my Wednesday classes and 
spent a couple of nights in the fetal position, trying to sleep, 
not quite convulsing.  

After a week of touch and go, I began to consider how 
much worse it would be to lose a child. We have dear friends 

who’ve lost teens or infants or 
had miscarriages. They have been 
in my thoughts a lot over the past 
three months.

How fragile are your bless-
ings, O LORD. We are flesh, a 
breath that goes forth and does 
not return.

After a few weeks, I began 
searching the PetFinder.com web-
site. I made three inquiries about 
Bullmastiffs available through 
rescue, but each already had been 

adopted. I eventually opened up my search criteria, willing 
to consider something besides another Zena. I searched for 
Dog > Mastiff > Extra-Large, and there he was. The timing 
was wrong, though, and I put the thought out of my head.

This didn’t work. I looked into the rescue outfit in 
Kentucky where Shrek was being fostered, and I filled out 
the online application, just in case. I called one evening, to 
learn their hours so I could call to ask whether he was still 
available, and to my surprise the woman who runs the rescue 
answered.

Shrek was still available, de-wormed and back to health, 
and he would make a wonderful pet. A deal was struck – 
with rescue, and eventually with Charlotte. 

He is gorgeous, and certainly no “Shrek.” I toyed with 
other names, but nothing seemed right, until Slocomb’s 
girlfriend suggested “Fang,” after Hagrid’s pet in the Harry 
Potter novels, played by a Neo in the movies, and that 
stuck.

For the present puppy time, Fang’s inside quarters are 
confined to the back of the house, where there are fewer 
things to destroy by chewing. It took us a month to establish 
a routine that ends the day with cuddle time, like Zena and I 
had on many evenings, but we’re finally there.

The other day, on a Saturday when both Charlotte and 
I were home, I worked in the den with Fang. I had to run 
an errand at one point, though, and while I was out Fang 
“had an accident.” This was the first accident since Fang’s 
second day with us. We didn’t know what to think because 
he’s been so good, and we worried whether something was 
wrong with him.  

Because Charlotte needed to work in the kitchen, she let 
me go to another room to get some peace and concentrated 
work time. Before I was gone long, Fang had another acci-
dent in the same spot, in front of the chair where I’d been 
reading that day. Maybe “accident” wasn’t the right word.

That was when he got a new name.  Charlotte now refers 
to him, lovingly, as “the Wretched Beast.”

Fang and I are attending obedience classes, practicing 
basic commands, and in other ways channeling puppy 
energy for non-destructive ends. We are cautious about 
chew toys, which are more essential than ever and all over 
the den floor.

How fragile are your blessings, O LORD, and how pre-
cious.

Fang is winding around and between my legs here at the 
kitchen counter. We’re off for a walk.

Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield, and 
is professor of Philosophy at Wittenberg University.   

Dr. Don reeD

Lay theologian: A new name

Love Song:  The Warmth of Christmas
“One Christmas was so much like the other in those 

years…I can never remember whether it snowed for six days 
and six nights when I was 12 or whether it snowed for 12 
days and 12 nights when I was six.”

Those are among the opening words of Dylan Thomas’s 
“A Child’s Christmas in Wales.” There is a lot of snow in 
the story, and good food and drink, and a warm house and 
good company.

The reading of this little work has been one of our fam-
ily Christmas customs for a long, long time, and only as 
my years pile up do I understand the poet’s uncertainty in 
sorting out his Christmas memories.  Images of long-ago 
Christmases run together in my memory, and there is always 
snow in them.  I know better, but that’s how I remember 
them.

Nearer memories are a little more reliable. When I was 
rector of my first parish, there was snow. One Easter, we had 
a lot of it. And at least some snow on one Christmas. The 
snow began on December 24, and it snowed and snowed. As 
the day went on, a fierce, cold wind began to drive the snow.  
In the afternoon, we discovered a little dog curled up on the 
cushion of a wicker chair on the porch of the parish house/
rectory.

 I don’t know how long he had been there, but he was 
shaking violently from the cold. I don’t know why he had 

chosen our porch. We were two sets 
of steps up from the street and there 
were other, more accessible, better 
sheltered places available. I carried 
the dog upstairs to our apartment. We 
warmed him and fed him, and while 
he rested, we began trying to find his 
owner.

The dog had a license tag, but 
the animal shelter had closed at 
noon and it seemed there was no 
way to get him home. I thought 
about how I would feel if I lost my 

dog on Christmas Eve. Our one last try was a call to the 
police. Did they have access to dog license numbers? The 
policeman said the numbers were in an office that was 
locked for the holiday. I told him our story, and I guess 
it touched his heart. He said he would see what he could 
do.

When he called back a few minutes later, he had the name 
and address we needed.  I didn’t ask how he got the informa-
tion from a locked room; I just thanked him and wished him 
a merry Christmas.

The little dog had wandered only a few blocks, and his 
owner came right away, a very happy man. It was our best 

present that Christmas, and one I’ve treasured through all 
the years since.

Winter is my favorite season, and especially if 
there is snow. I suspect winter is my favorite because 
Christmas is in it. Winter without Christmas would be 
pretty dismal. C.S.  Lewis described his storyland of 
Narnia-- under an evil spell--as always having winter, 
but never Christmas.  

Some northern cultures have imagined hell not as a place 
of eternal fire, but of eternal cold. Hell is when you have 
wandered too far from God to find your way home, and 
you’re lost in the dark and wind and cold, and you know 
you’re going to freeze to death and there’s nothing you can 
do about it because you are alone.

Heaven is where they open the door and take you in out of 
the cold and warm you and feed you and give you rest and 
you find you are where you are supposed to be.

Christmas is about God coming into the cold with us to 
show us where to go, keep us company on the way, carry us 
if necessary, and bring us through the open door.

 
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the  

Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of  
Forward Movement Publications.

The rev. 
BoB horine

Fang (AKA “Wretched Beast”)



A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.
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’Tis The season 
of ChrisTmas

             

To celebrate Las 
Posados, different 
families offer their 
homes for a night. 
Every home has 
a nativity scene, 
and the hosts of 
the Posada act as 
the innkeepers. 
The neighborhood 
children and adults 
are the pilgrims (per-
egrinos), who request lodging by going house to 
house singing a traditional song about the pil-
grims. At each house, the resident responds by 
refusing lodging (also in song), until the weary 
travelers reach the designated site for the party, 
where Mary and Joseph are finally recognized 
and allowed to enter.   
Many of the immigrants spoke of their own 
experience of the difficulty of finding shelter 
in a world that doesn’t welcome them--and 
how much their inclusion in the Church of Our 
Saviour has meant. The Gospel reminded the 
‘nortes’ (North Americans) that we need to make 
space - an inn - for Jesus in our own hearts, 
which also means making room for those look-
ing for a safe home.

St. Nicholas visits with 6-year-old Trey at All 
Saints, Portsmouth. 

Bethany School recently held 
its 37th annual Lessons and 
Carols service. The service fea-
tured musical numbers from 
the Bethany Bells, Bethany 
Singers, 7th and 8th grade 
Quest classes in drumming, 
recorders, guitars, and chimes, 
Bethany Strings, harpist/ 
teacher Kim Cooper, and all 
the students. Seventh grader 
Madison Taylor as Mary holds 
baby Jesus, Lauren Recker, 
sister of third grader Aubree 
Recker. Photo by Margie 
Kessler

St. Nicholas Day is an annual celebration at Bethany 
School.  However, this year Bethany began the tradition of install-
ing a Child Bishop. This tradition is celebrated in many Episcopal 
Schools across the Anglican Communion as a way to lift up 
those children who best emulate the generous spirit of the saint. 
Students are reminded how it is good to give to others, and that 
giving is a great way to nurture their faith in God.  Nominations 
were by teachers of those students in the 3rd & 4th grade, and 
from students in the 7th and 8th grade.  After much prayer, conver-
sation and reflection, the first child bishops of Bethany School were 
Elizabeth Bunte, 4th grade, and Ian Jones, 8th grade, pictured here 
with Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and the Rev. Kimberly Knight, 
Bethany chaplain.  

In addition to the visit with St. Nicholas at 
All Saints, Portsmouth, the congregation cel-
ebrated Evening Prayer together, ate dinner, 
made crafts and enjoyed a hot chocolate bar. 
Here, Grant, a fourth grader, works on his pic-
ture frame.

A young member of St. Luke’s, Granville, visits 
with St. Nicholas. 
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