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• Visit to Manzanar highlights Episcopal Asiamerica Ministries gathering
• Fontana, Compton properties allow health and recovery ministries to grow
• Episcopal Youth Event ‘vibrates’ with mission, connections
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OneLight
one Peace
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A pastoral letter
johnny buzz
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Blessed are the peacemakers
J. Jon Bruno
Bishop of Los Angeles

D

ear Sisters and Brothers:
Grace and peace to you in the name of God,
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.
As I write this, the world continues to grieve with
Norway over the devastating and needless loss of life
perpetrated out of fear and ignorance against people
who serve God faithfully in one of the world’s most
prayerful and historic spiritual traditions. Such baseless violence has no place in modern life, and it is especially painful to witness in a nation known as one
of the most progressively peace-loving in the world.
This heinous act suggests that there is still much work
yet to be done in raising awareness, understanding, and
moral behavior in keeping with the Golden Rule em-

“I am compelled to call upon us . . . to do all we can to
build interfaith relationships, and especially among the
Abrahamic community of Jews, Muslims and Christians . . .”
braced by all faiths: to love God and one’s neighbor
as oneself. This concern is important not only globally,
but also locally as we work to expand harmony and
common ground among people here in Southern California and its increasing cultural diversity.

T

herefore, I am compelled to call upon us, as Episcopalians in this Diocese, to do all we can to build
interfaith relationships, and especially among the
Abrahamic community of Jews, Muslims and Christians, whose traditions share common origins. Indeed,
if we do not work in a interfaith way, and if we do not
educate our children in these principles for living effectively in a multi-pluralistic society, we will miss significant opportunities to live out our Baptismal Covenant
by respecting
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Jerusalem with 17 young people of our Diocese who
witness firsthand the value and necessity of understanding among the people of the Abrahamic faiths in
the Holy Land and beyond.
Working together with sisters and brothers of other
faiths does not mean that you or I believe any less in
Jesus as our Lord and Savior. In fact, by embracing
those of other faiths with hospitality and respect, we
honor Christ and live out his observation among the
Beatitudes, “Blessed are the peacemakers.”

‘OneLight:’ an interfaith pilgrimage for peace
One practical way of recommitting ourselves to
working for interfaith and ecumenical understanding is
by attending the upcoming OneLight vigil planned for
Saturday, evening, September 10, 2011, at Los Angeles
City Hall to honor the 10th anniversary of the 9/11
terror attacks, and to increase the harmony among diverse faith groups. At least 500 houses of worship will
be represented there and receive commemorative lanterns to bring back for local services the following day
and week. (For more information, please see page 3.)
I encourage as many as possible to attend this important gathering, and I ask that Episcopalians who live
farthest from central Los Angeles view OneLight as a
form of pilgrimage, coming in to join the larger regional community in important solidarity.
When you bring the lanterns back to your congregation for services on Sunday, September 11, please consider placing the candle on or near the altar as a symbol of
the common prayer and common cause that unites us.
As we move forward, I also invite you to think of
interfaith experience as a wheel in which God is found
at the central hub, linking us together as fellow spokes
— my Jewish brother or sister next to my Islamic
brother or sister, next to my Hindu brother and sister,
and the like. Holding the spokes together are wheels
of the world’s great spiritual traditions, including
the Abrahamic faiths. Only if we remain united and
linked together will we progress forward effectively.
May God be our constant help in these efforts, with
Jesus our Lord and Savior as our constant example as
the Holy Spirit moves among us. Amen.
The Right Reverend J. Jon Bruno
Sixth Bishop of Los Angeles

In Shefa’amr, a town in the Galilee region of the Holy Land, Bishop J.
Jon Bruno of the Diocese of Los Angeles and the Rev. Fuad Dagher, rector of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Shefa’amr, take part in ceremonies dedicating a new community center,
refurbished from an abandoned building. The Diocese of Los Angeles and Church of Our
Saviour, San Gabriel, helped finance the project. See story on page 4. Photo/Sandy Smock

‘OneLight’ to welcome 500 houses
of worship for Sept. 10 observance

R

epresentatives of 500 houses of worship from across Southern California
will be at the center of the OneLight observance to be hosted Saturday evening,
Sept. 10, at Los Angeles City Hall by City
Council President Eric Garcetti and the
Los Angeles Council of Religious Leaders
to mark the 10th
anniversary of the
9/11 terrorist attacks by looking
forward in interfaith harmony.
All are welcome
for the one-hour
gathering, set to
start with music at
Los Angeles City Hall

7:30 p.m. and opening remarks at 7:45 p.m.
Representatives of the local congregations
— mosques, churches, temples and other
assemblies — will receive commemorative
lanterns to be taken back to their worship
services the week of September 11.
Clergy in charge of Episcopal congregations have received a letter from Bishop
Bruno requesting from each the name of the
representative to be seated among the 500
lantern recipients. Replies with names and
contact information should be emailed as
soon as possible to bishopsoffice@ladiocese.org.
A 100-voice interfaith choir is also
forming under the direction of Philip
Smith, conservator of the organ at Walt
Disney Concert Hall, and music director

UTO grants benefit ministries in
Los Angeles, associated dioceses

T

he United Thank Offering has announced a $50,000 partnership grant
to the Church of St. Philip the Evangelist,
Los Angeles, and the Canterbury Westwood Foundation serving UCLA for an
outreach project benefitting both the community and college students, according to
Lynn Headley, UTO coordinator for the
Diocese of Los Angeles
“One component of the project provides
a young adult coordinator to address growing issues of hunger among college students
and in the parish community,” said the
Rev. Glenn Libby, chaplain at UCLA and
USC and priest-in-charge at St. Philip’s,
who will oversee the project. “A second aspect enhances the parish’s outreach capacity for offering community space, strengthening feeding programs, and developing
local youth work, which involves college
students as tutors and mentors.”
Other UTO grants will benefit programs in the Diocese of Wiawso, Ghana,
to which the Diocese of Los Angeles has
informal ties, and the Diocese of Jerusalem
and the Middle East, with which it shares
a formal companion relationship.
UTO awarded 59 domestic and in-

ternational grants in 2011, totalling
$1,634,562.19.
A $35,332 grant to the Wiawso diocese
will be used to construct a building to provide a women's training/parenting skills
program and a children’s day care center,
“which are both badly needed in that diocese,” says Headley.
The Jerusalem diocese has been granted $60,000 toward the purchase of an
echocardiogram machine for the Anglican
Diabetes Clinic at St. Andrew’s, Ramallah,
Palestine. An echocardiogram is a test that
uses sound waves to create a moving picture of the heart, providing a picture that
is more detailed than an x-ray image and
involves no radiation exposure. Additional
funds for the machine are being provided
by the American Friends of the Anglican
Diocese of Jerusalem.
United Thank Offering funds are collected through the blue mite boxes commonly
used in Episcopal churches and homes.
Participating church members drop coins
into the boxes to accompany prayers of
gratitude for the blessings of their lives.
“I encourage each parish to participate
in this outward demonstration of personal

at the Church of Our Saviour, San Gabriel. Smith has extensive experience serving
several Southland congregations, including
Temple Israel, Hollywood, among other
synagogues. Parish music directors may
reply to bishopsoffice@ladiocese.org to recommend experienced choir singers.
Video invitations from leaders in the
Abrahamic faith traditions — Brother
Shakeel Syed, executive director of the
Islamic Shura Council; Rabbi Mark
Diamond, executive vice president of the
Board of Rabbis of Southern California;
and Bishop Jon Bruno of the Episcopal
Diocese of Los Angeles — may be viewed
at www.youtube.com/user/justactiondiocese.
Ample parking will be available in lots
adjoining City Hall. Provisions for bus
parking are also in progress.
For further information, contact the diocesan Community Relations Office at 213.482.
2040, ext. 240, or media@ladiocese.org. ?

thankfulness,” says Headley. “Join in this
simple act of acknowledging our daily blessings and converting those into blessings for
others in the Anglican Communion.”
For more information about UTO, contact Headley at lynnheadleygc@earthlink.net
or 714.963.5932. ?

A visit to the White House

BECKI SANDER

News

Bishop Suffragan Mary Glasspool was
among guests of President Barack
Obama on June 29 at a White House
reception honoring the LGBT (lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender)
community and its contributions to
U.S. life. A morning briefing on policy
issues preceded the reception.
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Companion Diocese

Shefa’amr
dedicates
cultural center
built with
help from
Southland
Episcopalians
By Pat McCaughan

Top right: Bishop
Suheil Dawani of the
Diocese of Jerusalem,
left, Bishop J. Jon
Bruno of the Diocese of
Los Angeles, center,
and Fuad Dagher,
rector of St. Paul’s
Church, center right,
join local clergy,
community members
and youth drum corps
members in a
procession to the
new Shefa’amr
community center.
Below right: Bishop
Dawani addresses
those gathered for the
dedication ceremony.

I

t has taken about
seven years for the
dream of a school
in the Galilean town of
Shefa’amr to blossom into the recently dedicated Episcopal Cultural Center—but that’s just one part of “this
wonderful story,” according to the Rev. Fuad Dagher,
rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Shefa’amr.
For Dagher, the story is also about the wonders God
accomplishes “when people of good will, no matter
the distance and geographic place, stand together, side
by side and hand in hand,” he said.
“This is one of God’s wonders and miracles in our
lives and we are blessed by what has been done,” he
added.
The center, dedicated June 11, is adjacent to the
church and includes educational and meeting space,
an art gallery and workshop space, and has become
a unifying force for the entire community of Palestinian Arabs who are citizens of Israel, and are Christians, Muslims and Druze, Dagher said during a July
15 telephone interview from Ramallah, where he was
helping to train diocesan youth as summer camp leaders.
“This wonderful story goes back to a partnership
relationship with the people in the Diocese of Los
Angeles through Bishop Jon Bruno and Mary Bruno,
through Fr. Denis O’Pray when he was rector of the
Church of Our Saviour in San Gabriel, and through
Sue and Sandy Smock.
“With the help and support of your diocese, we
managed to buy a piece of land adjacent to the church,
starting a project for ministry and service to the whole
community of Shefa’amr,” he said.
It grew out of a 2004 Lenten program, “Journey to
Jerusalem: Then & Now,” inspired by O’Pray, which
led to a parish-to-parish relationship between the San
Gabriel and Shefa’amr congregations.
Diocesan Bishop Jon Bruno got involved, which
helped lead to a companion diocese relationship between the dioceses of Los Angeles and Jerusalem.
And that led to a creative partnership between the
dioceses and congregations. Over time, the partnership has prompted more than 500 Southland Episcopalians to make pilgrimages to the Holy Land, including some 80 clergy, according to Sandy Smock, a
member of the Bishop’s Commission on the Middle
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SANDY SMOCK

‘One of God’s
miracles’ blossoms
in the Holy Land

East, in a July 15 telephone interview.
“In 2004, during the
time of our first pilgrimage visit, two sisters
died who owned the
property right next door
to St. Paul’s,” wrote Sue
and Sandy Smock, who
were among 500 people
attending the center
dedication, in a letter to
Our Saviour members.
“After an extended period of prayer and thoughtful
exploration, an agreement was reached to purchase
this property in a three-way partnership between the
Diocese of Jerusalem, the Diocese of Los Angeles and
the Church of Our Saviour. The purpose of this purchase was to enable St. Paul’s to grow and expand
its much-needed service and leadership to the community,” wrote the Smocks.
Bishop Jon Bruno, who attended the Shefa’amr
dedication along with his spouse, Mary Bruno, credited Dagher with bringing the project to fruition. The
Los Angeles diocese and Church of Our Saviour each
contributed $70,000 toward the initial $150,000 land
purchase, he said.
But Dagher built “relationships between all the
Christian faiths, the Muslims and the Druze” and
raised $120,000 from the local community to renovate the property into “a magnificent cultural center
that is beautiful,” Bruno said during an interview at
his diocesan office.
“Fuad heard God speak and has acted in such a valiant way to make abundance of life, not only for his
Episcopal community but for the entire community.
He’s become a hero to the people because he believes
in them and believed in the power of God to transform the situation,” Bruno added.
In recognition of his efforts and continued service
to the Shefa’amr community, Bruno named Dagher an
honorary Canon of the Cathedral Center of St. Paul
(continued on page 5)
on Aug. 1.

There are some 200 Episcopalians in
Shefa’amr, located about eight miles from
the Mediterranean Sea at the entrance
to Galilee. About 60 percent of the city’s
35,000 people are Muslim; 26 percent
Christian and 14 percent Druze, a Muslim
sect, all of whom live in peace together.
“Culturally, this wasn’t anything anyone
had ever done before,” said Sandy Smock.
“Fuad’s steadfastness made it happen. He
stayed with it. They’d had a school at the
church a long time ago and then it was
torn down and a parish hall was built. He
(Fuad) just decided he’d start with a school
and over time it evolved into a new idea,
and here we are.”
The dedication included a “spirit-filled”
Pentecost worship service at which O’Pray
preached. Afterwards, a local Boy and Girl
Scout drum corps led a procession from
the church around the town, ending at
the gates of the new Episcopal Cultural
Center.
Bishop Suheil Dawani led the ceremony,
joined by Sheik Josef of the Druze community, Dagher and Bruno. Local civic leaders spoke, and a concert choir and orchestra of young people provided music, the
Smocks said.
“It was incredible for me to see all our
friends there on the spot, enjoying wonderful music and praying for the community of Shefa’amr,” Dagher said. “We’ve
already started doing programs and concerts at the center,” he added.
“One of the things the building will be
used for includes art galleries, music and
handcrafts workshops, and there’s a wonderful space in front of the building that we
will use for concerts and sacred music and
other kinds of performances,” he said.
He has already formed a committee
made up of church and community members to create additional programs and
offerings, including a possible preschool
program.
The center has become a unifying symbol for everyone, he added. “Already we’ve
been receiving calls from people from the
town hall and municipality who want to
bring guests and visitors to show them the
space and how it was renovated.” “I feel
very proud to know it has become an important spot for the city of Shefa’amr.”
Sandy Smock called the cultural center
and Dagher “a wonderful success story.”

But added that another success is in the way the Southland has engaged the sister
diocese.
“We continue to send pilgrimage after pilgrimage,
more than any other diocese,” Smock said. “My hope
is that other bishops will
take Jon Bruno’s lead and incorporate this as part of their
outreach. The Diocese of Jerusalem has a special place
within Christianity and the
Anglican Communion.”
Dagher agreed. And while
the Episcopal Cultural Center project is one way to
“strengthen our presence and
our ministry and Christian
call of mission in the Holy Land,” through
it strangers became like family, he said.
So much so that he and wife Hanai invited the Smocks to be godparents to their
daughter, Reggina, now five years old —
“a great privilege,” Sandy Smock said.
“We said this is the way we could thank
them for all they’ve done, to have them be
part of our family,” Dagher said.
“It’s a modest gesture to tell them that
we love you and through them we express
our many thanks to so many people, those
who have come on pilgrimage. We still
want to ask you to come, and visit and see
and experience and meet the local Christians, the living stones.”
He added, “For us in the land of the

FUAD DAGHER

‘One of God’s miracles’ blossoms (continued from page 4)

Sandy and Sue Smock of Church of Our Saviour,
San Gabriel, left, Sani, Reggina and Hanai Dagher,
and Denis O’Pray, retired rector of Our Saviour,
rest on the steps of the Shefa’amr community
center after dedication ceremonies on June 11.

holy one, we need to strengthen our presence, because our presence, whether we
like it or not, is threatened and our numbers are dwindling, and this is very serious. I was convinced and am still convinced we need to build up relationships,
church-to-church relationships in order
to help both sides, your people and our
people, to know about each other and
learn about each other in a mutual kind of
awareness.” ?
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Episcopal AsiamericaMinistries

Visit to
Manzanar
Relocation
Center
invokes
historical,
contemporary
lessons
By Pat McCaughan

Above right:
Members of EAM and
St. Mary’s, Mariposa,
pay their respects at a
monument to the
Japanese-Americans
interned at Manzanar
during World War II.
Below: A replica of the
tags used to identify
internees gives
information about
photographer Toyo
Miyatake, who was
among the internees
at Manzanar.

D

uring the 220-mile return trip to Los Angeles
from the Manzanar Relocation Center, Michelle Miyatake-Kuruma pondered how to
talk with her daughter Kelly, 10, about their own
family connections to the central California camp to
which thousands of Japanese Americans were forced
to evacuate during World War II.
Her grandfather, photographer Toyo Miyatake,
a friend and colleague of Ansel Adams, was sent to
Manzanar in 1942 along with his wife and four children. “Toyo wanted to make sure his story, this story,
of the Japanese was documented,” so he smuggled a
camera into the camp, she said.
On June 18, Miyatake-Kuruma and about 40 others boarded a bus at 7 a.m. from St. Mary’s Church in
Los Angeles, the diocese’s historically Japanese American congregation, bound for the Manzanar National
Historic Site in the Sierra Nevada Mountains near Independence, Calif.
The trip was part of the June 16-19 gathering of the
Japanese American Convocation of Episcopal Asiamerica Ministries (EAM), themed “Meet, Pray, Love”
at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul in Los Angeles.
During the convocation, it was as important to visit
Manzanar as to reconnect with each other and to plan
future ministry, according to Gayle Kawahara, a St.
Mary’s parishioner and a convener of the gathering.
Reconnecting, culture, ministries: ‘Meet, Pray, Love’
From Taiko drumming to ondo dancing and dinner
in Little Tokyo, participants from as far away as New
York, Massachusetts, St. Louis, Hawai’i and Canada
celebrated Japanese culture and described divergent
and sometimes multicultural ministries within local
contexts during the convocation.
“This was my first EAM/Japanese convocation,”
said Carolyn Morinishi, a
former St. Mary’s parishioner now living in St. Louis,
Mo., who served as a youth
leader and whose daughter,
Melissa, participated in the
youth delegation.
“There was a definite
excitement about the connections and friendships
made, and the commitment
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EAM’s Japanese convocation
celebrates culture, connection
during L.A. gathering

that the youth members would get together again at a
future EAM event,” added Morinishi, a professional
Japanese dance teacher, who led the group in two ondo-style dances as part of the cultural activities.
Los Angeles Bishop Suffragan Diane Bruce, whose
area of responsibility includes multicultural ministry,
addressed the gathering. The Rev. Keith Yamamoto,
rector of St. Mark’s, Upland, described the importance
of EAM while he was growing up at St. Mary’s, Mariposa, in influencing his path to ordained ministry.
The Rev. Winfred Vergara, Episcopal Church missioner for Asian ministries, addressed the gathering
about incarnational theology and led a Christian Tai
Chi session. Kyoko Toyama, a lay leader and board
vice president of the Metropolitan Japanese Ministry
(MJM), presented a workshop on Taiko drumming
along with her 17-year-old son Akira Baruah.
“This convocation is the beginning of a new era” for
the group, said Toyama. She said MJM hosts monthly
Japanese language worship services for participants
from the New York City, Long Island, Newark and
even Pennsylvania areas.
“People come from all over and we meet once a
month in Manhattan and once a month in Westchester
to hold a Japanese-language service. Not everybody’s
Episcopalian, not everybody’s a Christian, either. It’s
unique,” she said.
Group bible study, English as Second Language
classes, a support group for young mothers and even
Taiko drumming lessons are ways the group collaborates with local congregations, she added. “The unique
thing about the ministry is, we don’t have a building.
We borrow space but we try to make our presence
known by collaborating with the churches we use.”
Participants at the Los Angeles convocation “talked
about the past and about sharing our ministries, reconnecting and sharing and affirming Japanese and
Japanese American ministries. We should look at
both, including the ongoing needs of Japanese-speaking ministries, too. Groups like MJM can help with
that,” said Toyama.
Participants worshipped at St. Mary’s, Mariposa on
Sunday. Mimi Wu, EAM
(continued on page 7)

vice president and Province VIII Asian
Ministry Network Coordinator, said the
group was interested in preserving tradition, but also in exploring new models of
ministry and reaching out to youth.
She said the trip to Manzanar “was very
emotional. I was very touched and moved
by what I saw and heard about how they
were treated. Healing and reconciliation
has to take place.
“The visit showed me I have to look at
both sides of the story,” she added. “I lived
in Hawai’i and I knew about the bombing
of Pearl Harbor. But if God can send his
son to save us, the least we can do is to
forgive and to reconcile.”
Pilgrimage to Manzanar
Gayle Kawahara, 45, a dentist and lifelong St. Mary’s, Mariposa, parishioner
said the pilgrimage to Manzanar included
both historical and contemporary lessons.
“A lot of people have no idea what
‘Manzanar’ is,” said Kawahara during
a recent telephone interview. “Visiting a
place makes a historical event more real.
It gave people an opportunity to see what
type of conditions the internees lived in —
hot and windy in the summer and cold in
the winter. It changed a group of people
as a whole. In some ways, that experience changed a culture, and to understand
Japanese Americans, you need to have an
understanding of it.”
She added, “It’s good to educate people
so that hopefully this will never happen
again.”
As the bus hit the open road on Highway 395, EAM president the Rev. James
Kodera reminded the group “that the window shades were drawn in 1942, so that
the Japanese Americans who were forcibly
removed by bus never saw this landscape.
They had no idea where they were going,”
which doubtless heightened their fears.
“With the stroke of a pen by a U.S.
President — who was an Episcopalian,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt — on Feb.19,
1942, some 120,000 Japanese and Japanese Americans were reclassified as enemy
aliens,” said Kodera. That number included the members of St. Mary’s Church.
Kodera said that the lessons of Manzanar are important for today. About twothirds of those relocated were U.S. citizens
by birth … “so we can reminisce about

keith yamamoto

EAM’s Japanese convocation (continued from page 6)

how terrible things used to be but I think
the experience of the Japanese Americans
from 1942 to 1945 has to be understood
not just in the past tense but also in the
present tense.
“On every front the same thing has
been repeated after Sept. 11, 2001,” added Kodera, who is chair and professor of
religion at Wellesley College in Wellesley,
Mass., and rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church in Hudson, Mass.
Manzanar, a Spanish word for “apple
orchard,” was one of ten camps throughout the United States, according to Sab Sasaki, who lived at the camp from ages 7 to
11 and now serves as a volunteer docent
for groups like the Japanese convocation.
“People ask me what was my best
and worst day here,” he told the group.
“That’s easy. The worst day was the day
we arrived and the best day was when we
left.” Replicas of barracks where Sasaki’s
and other families lived have been erected,
along with a “mess hall” and the museum,
which lists the names of those imprisoned
at Manzanar.
Like Sasaki’s father, many of those interned behind barbed-wire fences at the
540-acre camp were farmers and fishermen; some enlisted in the military to defend their country and prove their loyalty
as citizens, he added.
Vergara said attendance at the convocation was up from the previous years, possibly because of interest in the Manzanar
trip.
“Last year we only had a few people and
our topic was multiculturalism,” he said.
“This one included Manzanar and you can
see the sense of interest. There is a sense
of reawakening and we even have some
attendees from the Anglican Church of
Canada, so we are taking on a more global

Members of EAM and St. Mary’s Church,
Mariposa, Los Angeles, visit a reconstruction of
the barracks that housed Japanese-Americans
interned at Manzanar during World War II.

leadership in EAM.”
The Rev. John Shozawa, rector of Holy
Cross Church in Vancouver, British Columbia, in the Anglican Church of Canada,
said Japanese Canadians were also forcibly
relocated from Canada’s west coast during
the war.
“There were two Japanese churches
that were sold and the money went into
the bishop’s discretionary fund,” he said.
“People are only now beginning to ask
what happened to those churches and that
money and why.”
Greg Tatchell, a seminarian from the
Vancouver School of Theology, discovered “the 61-year secret” during research
for a class paper and began working with
Shozawa to uncover the truth, he said. Attending the L.A. convocation was “an eyeopener because we have nothing like EAM
in Canada. We’ve learned how important
it is to have a network like this. It’s a leap
we need to make.”
For Miyatake-Kuruma, telling the Manzanar story is important. It wasn’t discussed among her family, although she
saw the photographs, taken by her grandfather Toyo Miyatake, which documented
camp life.
Still, “I did not fully understand until I
was older,” she said recently.
Similarly, her daughter Kelly, 10, whose
first visit to the camp was with the convocation members June 18, has the photos and
“understands basic concepts now.” The rest
will take time, Miyatake-Kuruma said.
“As time goes on, she can learn more
about Manzanar and our family.” ?
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Recovering addicts find
‘comfort zone’ at
St. Luke’s, Fontana

By Pat McCaughan

St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church in Fontana now
serves the community
as an outreach center
for those recovering
from substance abuse.

I

nside the former office space of St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Fontana, stories describing arduous journeys to recovery are
both jarring and inspiring.
“My name is Floyd and I’m an addict, a
recovering addict today,” a 49-year-old Fontana resident introduces himself.
(Recovering addicts cited in this story are identified only by their first names – or in some cases by
pseudonyms – in accordance with recovery program
protocol.)
He quickly adds: “My clean date is Sept. 29, 2008.
That’s two years, nine months, and seven days clean.
Without these rooms I’d still be out there, I’d still be
in my addiction. I look at it this way, these rooms
have saved my life.”
Out there, he began using methamphetamines at
16, following an older brother’s example and desiring “to fit in,” to belong. For the first 20 years of his
addiction, he says, he was able to function, to stay
employed. But over the next 10 years he lost jobs,
bankrupted relationships, exhausted his finances.
“Everything fell apart,” he says simply. “I lost two
homes. I had to give up custody of my child. I’ve been
shot in the head, and didn’t have the common sense
to go to the hospital. Did that get me to stop using
drugs? No. I went out and got high after I got shot.
But, by the grace of a loving God in my life today, a
month later that bullet fell out of my head — honest
to God’s truth.
But choosing sobriety “took me getting arrested
one more time,” he said. “I knew I had to change my
life. I knew there had to be something better, and here
I am today.”
For others, the simple freedom of gathering for
meetings at St. Luke’s Recovery Center, located at
16557 Upland Avenue in Fontana, also feels nothing
short of miraculous.
For Dianne, 54, a tattoo of praying hands on her
leg serves as a reminder of the gift of sobriety, of surrender to a higher power, to “a god of my own understanding,” she says.
Other unevenly sketched tattoos serve a different
purpose. They aim to camouflage scars from cigarettes extinguished on her forearms, the telltale pockmarks from years of childhood abuse, and from the
self-inflicted wounds of mainlining heroin.
She ticks off on her fingers as she counts the places
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‘These rooms
have saved
my life,’
client says of
facilities at
Inland
Empire center

drugs took her, to “life in installment plans … the
West Valley Detention Center, the California Institute
for Women and [the Valley state Prison for Women
near] Chowchilla.”
In between were attempted recoveries and subsequent relapses, but now the mother of three and
grandmother of six says, “I don’t live that life anymore, and thank God I don’t have to.”
“My life was in disarray then,” she admits. Today,
with 16 months sobriety, “St. Luke’s is like my comfort zone,” she said. “I know I can come here and
feel free and speak about my life and what I’ve been
through.”
“I feel relief and a sense of serenity. You have to
be willing, open-minded and honest and today in my
life I know that I don’t choose to do the old things
I used to do and it’s because I come to these rooms
and these doors are always open, no matter what, for
the people in the neighborhood that need recovery
and a place to go.”
That’s the vision for the recovery center, located on
the site of St. Luke’s Church in Fontana, an Inland
Empire city that was once a bedroom community to
the now-closed Kaiser Steel plant.
The center has hosted nine recovery meetings
weekly for the past several years and recently added
two more, according to the Rev. Jim Maronde, center
director.
“We have meetings seven days a week,” he said.
“They start at 6 a.m. and end around 10 p.m., and
we’re starting a new one on Fridays at 10 p.m.”
There is a 6 p.m. Thursday healing service at which
Maronde officiates but no Sunday worship, he said.
“St. Luke’s is now functioning as an outreach center
for recovery,” he said during a recent tour.
His longer-term vision for the center’s participants
includes “finding a way to integrate them into jobs
in the community, so they would have a way to earn
money. Or, to have a clearinghouse so they can avail
themselves of resources to help support them, especially single moms with kids.”
Maronde, who most re- (continued on page 9)

St. Luke’s Recovery Center in Fontana (continued from page 8)
cently served at St. Nicholas Church in growing and learning how to be a better times weekly and is considered the “veteran” of the group after eight years of soEncino, also hopes to offer an educational person and it really feels good.”
component to aid those in recovery in disShe remembers Floyd and Dianne, also briety. “These meetings keep me sane and
covering “where they go from here, where from the neighborhood, from before re- grounded and grateful,” she said. “I feel
like every day is a new day and I have to
does recovery take them. Hopefully, it’s to covery.
“We all came at different times,” to the start over every day. That’s why I feel like I
become a functioning member of society.
have to keep coming
“In
recovery,
to meetings; I have
around the third
“In recovery . . . you realize that you couldn’t possibly recover
to remind myself
step, you turn your
without God and the fellowship of the program,”
of where I was and
life over to a power
— The Rev. Jim Maronde, center director
where I am now.
greater than yourself
“It’s almost like
and have God come
into your life and see what God can do. center, said Floyd, who attends meetings how some people would see going to
You realize that you couldn’t possibly re- daily. “Dianne came (into recovery) and church once a week as a reminder of your
cover without God and the fellowship of went back,” he recalled. “Then I was here spirituality, a reminder of who you are,”
the program,” added Maronde, who is a few months and she came back. A year added Amy, who serves as secretary for
also in recovery. “My goal is to make that or two goes by and Erica comes in. We the meeting. “Being of service is important
were so glad you made it, that we don’t to me, to give back, to try to help other
happen here, or to continue with that.”
The meetings draw a total of about 250 have to live like that anymore,” he said to addicts that are new, to realize there’s another way to live without being in active
people, of all genders, ages, ethnicities, Erica.
“He used to invite me when he worked addiction,” she said.
educational and socioeconomic levels, he
“The fact that we have a stable place to
said. “There’s a profound need out there at the Circle K,” Erica recalled. “I used to
and it’s not geographical, it’s everywhere,” go drink and hang out at the Circle K and go and we see the same people over and
he said.
he’d say, you should go to these meetings. over is comforting and comfortable. It’s
I’d say, ‘yeah, I’ll go one day.’ I really did having a network of friends that all have
want to stop but I was so scared to stop. the same situation. Even though we come
Trust, fellowship mark St. Luke’s
I knew it wasn’t doing me any good. So it from different backgrounds, different reministry
“It’s a fellowship where we help each was funny when I came in here and there ligions, a different socioeconomic status,
other,” said Dianne, who now attends col- they were. I knew somebody here that was different addictions, different drugs, we all
have the same common denominator.”
lege part-time and hopes to become a drug my friend.”
Erica agreed. “Because of this room,
Amy, 41, a nurse, began recovery for
and alcohol treatment counselor. “It’s one
addict helping another and not expecting addiction to pain medication only after a I met my husband,” she said. “I just got
anything back, and trying to help that ad- fierce bout with denial. Mandated to at- married a month ago. I guess we all get
tend meetings by the nursing board, “it here in our own time but I realize now
dict find his way and make it in life.”
She serves as the “chip person” for her probably took a good year for me to even that if it wasn’t for the addiction and what
I had to go through I wouldn’t be here and
admit I was an addict,” she recalled.
“home meeting” at St. Luke’s.
Now she attends meetings at least four I wouldn’t have met my husband.” ?
She dispenses a chip to attendees at a
variety of incremental moments: white
for newcomers, orange for 30 days clean;
green for 60 days, red for 90 days, including “a glow-in-the-dark chip for one year,
gray for 18 months and black for multiple
The Diocese of Los Angeles has
years.”
a full-service Credit Union.
Although she attends meetings throughout the area, St. Luke’s remains her home
The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in
meeting because it’s where she began reexistence for 14 years, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.
covery and where she most frequently atECFCU offers a full line of financial products:
tends, she added.
Erica, 25, just received her gray chip.
Savings Accounts
Auto Loans
She arrives early to make coffee for the
Checking Accounts
Signature Loans
6:30 p.m. Thursday women’s meeting.
Holiday Club Accounts
Business Loans
“When I first came, I always remember
Debit/ATM Cards
Wire Transfers
800-366-1536
Dianne gave me a hug and I needed it so
On-Line Banking
Individual Credit Counseling
ext. 254
Bill Pay
Financial Education
much because I felt so alone and I felt like
www.efcula.org
24-Hour Telephone Information Free Income Tax Preparation
nobody knew,” Erica said. “I felt a lot of
pain. I’m still learning about myself and

Did you know?
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Ministries

St. John’s Well Child Clinic
to expand at former
St. Martin’s site in Compton

By Pat McCaughan

Top right: Sign
identifies the Compton
campus of the
St. John’s Well Child
Clinic. The site was
formerly St. Martin’s
Episcopal Church; the
clinic was originally a
ministry of St. John’s
Church (now St.
John’s ProCathedral)
on Adams Boulevard in
Los Angeles.
Below right: Women
engage in an exercise
class, part of the
clinic’s diabetes
management program.

E

ight-year-old Jason Garibaldi wasn’t
convinced that St. John’s Well Child and
Family Center in Compton was the best
place for him to be July 11.
“I have to get a check-up. I hate check-ups …
and shots,” he said as he tentatively approached the
building with his father, Felipe Garibaldi.
“Shots, right. I’ll have to check on that, to see
if you’re due for any today,” chuckled the elder
Garibaldi.
For many Compton area residents, the clinic is
the only place to go for much-needed medical, dental, pharmaceutical and mental health care and other
community services.
With a waiting room full of patients and about 30
participants in a diabetes education class performing warm-up stretches and exercising to a salsa beat
outdoors, the day was shaping up to be “a typical
busy Monday,” said Jerrell Hightower. He manages
the clinic, located at 2115 N. Wilmington Avenue in
space that once was home to St. Martin’s Episcopal
Church and its parish hall and rectory.
The clinic is open Monday through Saturdays at 8
a.m. but patients often begin lining up outside about
5 a.m. “Especially on Mondays which is one of our
busiest days. We tend to average between 80 and 100
patients on Mondays,” Hightower said.
Pointing to the cross, mounted on the roof of the
former sanctuary-turned-clinic, he noted that the
property is still being used for a higher calling. “Our
motto is not to deny services to anybody,” he said.
The clinic, “a beautiful gem in the middle of Compton … shows the diocese’s commitment to South Los
Angeles and those families that are economically challenged,” says James Mangia, president and chief executive officer.
“We’re the only community health center in the city
of Compton,” Mangia said during a recent telephone
interview from his office. “The diocese has leased the
clinic to us since 1999 for no charge, for no rent and
we’ve gradually taken over more and more of the campus as we’ve expanded and the need has increased.”

Service to community continues
Earlier this year, the St. John’s Well Child and Family Center (SJWCFC) purchased the property from the
diocese and, to accommodate the growing need, plans
to expand its services. SJWCFC offers a full comple-
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Property
offers ‘a
tremendous
opportunity
to grow’ in
service to
families

ment of health-related and other support
services – free or on a
sliding pay scale — to
nearby residents like
the Garibaldi family.
“We received a
grant from the county
to expand the waiting room in the main
building and then to add four additional medical examination rooms and to expand the lab so we can do
more blood work,” Mangia said. “That construction
project is about to begin; we’ve got all the permits
and we’re ready to go.”
By selling the property to the clinic, the diocese “has
created a tremendous opportunity for St. John’s to
grow,” Mangia added. “We’ve been very successful,
because of tremendous support from Bishop Bruno.”
Upon completion of the expansion, set to begin in
September, the clinic will be able to accommodate
an estimated additional 12,000 patient visits yearly,
he said.
In 2010, clinic staff provided care to some 10,000
mainly Latino and African American patients, each of
whom averaged at least two visits per year, Mangia
said. About 98 percent of the clinic’s patients live below the federal poverty line of about $22,350 for a
family of four, and about 85 percent are uninsured,
he added.
The Well Child program continues St. Martin’s
longstanding commitment to Compton youth, many
of whom attended the afterschool tutoring and summer youth programs led by Canon Ruthie Leonard
(see People, page 14).
SJWCFC began in July 1964 as a small volunteer
clinic in the back of St. John’s Episcopal Church on
West Adams, in response to the poverty and lack of
healthcare access in downtown and south Los Angeles. It has since grown to become a major nonprofit
network of federally qualified health centers and
school-based clinics in downtown, south and northeast Los Angeles.
(continued on page 11)
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St. John’s Well Child Clinic to expand (continued from page 10)

Jerrell Hightower, manager of St. John’s
Well Child & Family Center, walks the Compton
campus, formerly the site of St. Martin’s
Episcopal Church.

“We have ten sites, including five fullfledged community health centers and five
school-based clinics,” Mangia said. With
a $25 million annual budget, the agency is
funded through private, public and foundation grants and also bills patients for insurance, Medicaid and Medicare, he said.
“And then patients donate if they can,
anywhere from 50 cents to $20. It’s not a
big part of our budget, but they are grateful, so they donate,” he added.
A staff of about 30, including doctors,
dentists, nurses, therapists, counselors and
others, is employed at the Compton clinic,
Hightower said.
The basement of a refurbished, historic
Craftsman-style building houses dental
offices; upstairs, case manager Veyana
Hubbard described school readiness and
prenatal services furnished yearly to hundreds of families “with children aged zero
to five,” she says.
“We provide resources if they need help
enrolling in school, goal-setting, for social
services, transportation issues — anything
the family needs,” she explains.
The services include assessment, case
management, parent education classes and,
for low-income women, a “holistic approach to prenatal care … helping women
go through pregnancy. With the doctor, the
nutritionist, we all work together to make
sure they have a well-rounded pregnancy,”
she said.
Isabel Lopez and Patricia Aguilar said
the agency is revisioning outreach efforts
to the community while making transitions through a series of budget cuts. Pre-

vious programs like “Healthy Start” for
families have been phased out with cuts
in funding from First 5 L.A., which supported families with children five years of
age and younger.
They are gearing up to begin Best Start
L.A. in September, which will focus on
training parent leaders to offer health education and other community workshops,
Lopez said.
“Hopefully the funding will keep going,”
Aguilar said. “Because everybody in the
community needs these kinds of services.”
Luis Rivera, supervisor of the center’s
student readiness department, said the
agency supports about 500 youngsters
yearly and assists families with a range of
services, including health and family planning, literacy classes and other community
resources.
Rivera said the center would welcome
both financial and volunteer assistance.
“It’s critical that we stay involved,” he
said. “It’s critical that people get involved
in their community, whether they do it
through here or somewhere else. It’s just
the best thing we can do, to be involved in
our community.”
Nancy Chen, a representative for Neighborhood Legal Services, serves as an advocate for community residents, most often

in issues involving health care or government benefits as well as immigration, domestic violence and family law and housing-related concerns.
“This is a great collaboration,” she said
of her agency’s partnership to the center.
“It’s a great way to serve the community
because we’re right here for the people
who come to access health-related services. Sometimes you don’t think right away
of legal services as being a part of that, but
it makes great sense to combine the two.”
Hightower said that center also employs
a benefits counselor who helps qualifying
families enroll for health insurance. The
center also treats undocumented persons.
“That’s one of the things I most admire
about St. John’s, we’re willing to help anybody and everybody,” he said.
He began serving with SJWCFC about
seven years ago as a file clerk and became a
receptionist and later a manager. “I can understand the need for our clients. I have relatives who are patients here,” added Hightower, who lives in South Central L.A.
“This is the perfect opportunity at the
perfect time for growth,” Mangia said.
“We are extremely grateful to the diocese
for all the support they’ve offered us all
these years and for letting us purchase the
property.” ?
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Youth

Episcopal Youth Event
‘vibrates’ with mission
energy, connections

By Pat McCaughan

I

f Emily Marchant, 15, of St. Clement’s by-the-Sea Church in San Clemente ever thought the Episcopal
Church was “kind of stale,” attending
the June 23-26 Episcopal Youth Event
(EYE) has changed her mind forever.
“It was an amazing experience, energy-packed,
there was a great energy there. Sometimes, you think
the Episcopal Church is so small in general, and it’s
kind of stale and you think there’s no one else that’s
like you,” said the soon-to-be tenth grader at Dana
Hills High School in Dana Point.
“Then you see all these other people your age that
have the same thoughts and beliefs and you feel this
sense of unity that’s overwhelming,” she added. “And
then you know it’s going to go on; as you have more
and more life experiences like this and experience
more life around the world.”
Brandon Morales, 17, of Church of the Advent in
Los Angeles, said his experience was doubly rewarding
because he also attended the SOUL (Spiritual Opportunity to Unite and Learn) & Strong Heart Conference
June 16-20, jointly sponsored by the Episcopal Church’s
offices of Black and Native American ministries, prior
to joining hundreds of youth attending EYE.

Inspiration from church leaders

Young people and their
advisors from the
dioceses of Los
Angeles and Arizona
rest for a moment
between sessions at
the triennial Episcopal
Youth Event in June.

He also had a front row seat for Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori’s sermon at the June 23
opening worship service. She challenged youth to “get
connected, heal the world” and to be the visionaries
and prophets of the Church.
“I learned a lot,” said Morales. “I’ve always wanted
to be a priest and she put the OK on my dream, to just
do it. Her sermon was very good, very special.”
The East Los Angeles Woodrow Wilson High School
student also received a vocational pep talk from Bonnie Anderson, president of the House of Deputies. “It
made me feel like I was talking to President Obama,”
he said during a recent telephone interview about how
Anderson talked with him after a workshop.
“She just broke it down to me, and explained that if
I want to be a priest, I should do it. But that if I don’t
want to become a priest, there are other ways out
there, that there’s not only one door to go through.
She really opened up other places for me.”
Overall, said Morales: “I got to touch base with
the experiences of being an Episcopalian and focusing
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Presiding
bishop,
House of
Deputies
president
help to
inspire young
church
members

on mission through worship and helping others and
reaching out to other people.”
The young Angelenos were among some 730
youth from across the Episcopal Church, supported
by some 300 adult advisors and 50 bishops, who attended EYE’s “Come Together: Intimately Linked in
this Harvest Work,” held at Bethel University near St.
Paul, Minnesota. The comprehensive program included daily worship, and more than 50 workshops and
other offerings designed to enrich and empower the
next generation of leaders in the Episcopal Church.
“This is the second largest gathering of the Episcopal
Church, number one being General Convention,” said
the Rev. Earl Gibson, who as provincial youth coordinator helped plan the event, held every three years.
“The official Facebook page has had over 35,000
views and 1,161 posted feedback [entries],” added
Gibson, who is also a chaplain and associate rector
at St. Margaret of Scotland Church and School, San
Juan Capistrano.
There were also several times that EYE was among
the top five events followed on Twitter “all of which
is important because one of the hardest things is to
bring back the experience to the local congregation
and the diocese. But, with the number of bishops also
using Facebook and Twitter there was a pretty clear
idea of what was going on,” added Gibson, during a
July 15 telephone interview.
Steve Bruce, who is married to Los Angeles Bishop
Suffragan Diane Bruce, chaperoned three youth from
St. Clement’s, including Marchant, Anastasia Wilson
and Heather Gillon for three very full days, which
typically began about 9 a.m. and ended around 10
p.m., he said during a recent telephone interview.
“It was an awesome way to connect with other
Episcopal youth, who often are a small group in their
churches,” he said of the group’s participation. The
youth stayed in dormitories and ate at the cafeteria.
Similarly, Adrienne Hymes, coordinator for youth
formation for St. James, Los Angeles, chaperoned several diocesan youth to the SOUL and Strong Heart
conference, also held at (continued on page 13)
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Episcopal Youth Event (continued from page 12)

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori and
Bishop Brian Prior of Minnesota visit a Habitat for
Humanity House being constructed by participants at the Episcopal Youth Event.

Bethel, as well as to EYE.
The events helped them recognize “they
really do have a voice and ownership in
and are empowered to talk and participate in the church, and to just let go,” she
said. With clapping, singing, dancing, and
beach ball tossing, EYE worship was vibrant — so vibrant, in fact, she added
that, although “I’m a cradle Episcopalian,
I’ve never seen that kind of energy in the
church. I’m still vibrating.
“They were part of this large body of
Episcopal youth and are really inspired
that it’s okay, it’s cool to be an Episcopalian,” she said.

‘Mission Possible’
For Marchant, EYE was especially
meaningful because of new friendships and
being able to have fun while doing good
through “Mission Possible,” an opportunity to participate in 12 mission projects
in 45 minutes.
Other Mission Possible workshop topics
included homeless shelters (lunch bags),
prayer jars (anonymously donated jars of
change), MIQRA (reading the entire bible
in a weekend youth event), as well as yoga
and meditation, developing diocesan leadership and programs, and more, according
to Bruce.
Luke Fodor from Episcopal Relief &
Development invited the teens to participate in mission and outreach. He talked to
them about the agency’s Act Out!, a program for youth who want to get involved
in action about the Millennium Development Goals, Bruce said.  
Marchant signed up for a Prayer Pup-

pets for Children workshop, making puppets to be donated to at-risk children.
“That was really interesting, that we
were able to do something like that,” she
said. “A lot of times people think helping
others means giving over a few dollars,
but this time we were able to put time into
making something for another child. It
was really sweet.”
There were also immediate mission opportunities, such as helping to build a Habitat for Humanity net-zero home, designed
to produce as much energy as it consumes.
Bruce and the three St. Clement youth
took time out for spiritual enrichment, visiting the House of Prayer in Collegeville,
Minn., “to reflect and pray about how this
experience will manifest new goals in their
lives,” he said.
Marchant gained an expanded view of
the reach of the church as well as the realization of the connections possible through
events like EYE. Some 2,000 miles from
home, while standing in line she made a
new friend Alex, who lives in San Diego.
“We were just standing in line talking together and I found out he’ll be at the same
camp I was going to — Camp Stevens [in
Julian, Calif.] — and we’ll see each other
and we’ll be seeing each other for the next
couple of summers,” she said.
She particularly enjoyed speaker Rodger Nishioka from Columbia Theological
Seminary, whose keynote speech discussed
youth in the church as servants and prophets and visionaries.
Similarly, Bishop Eugene Sutton of
Maryland addressed the gathering about
diversity and about youth serving as the
church’s social conscience. Other speakers,
including Cameron Vivanco, an Episcopal
missionary from Ecuador, and Minnesota
Bishop Brian Prior, described various aspects of mission work.

Marchant said the gathering
helped her realize there are large
numbers of youth in the Episcopal Church who are inspired, active in service and mission, who
love the church, and are prepared
to do more, and made her want
to become more involved on a diocesan level.
Bruce said he will work together with Marchant and other
youth over the next few months
to help share the EYE experience with diocesan youth groups. Marchant and Wilson, “have been invited to the Diocese of
Oregon to speak about their experiences,”
he added.
“As a (former) youth leader at St. Clement — a commitment I made before I began going on visitations with Diane — I
was transformed by looking at the energy
of a large number of Episcopal teens who
love our church,” he added.
“It can be very difficult to see the presence of our church in the lives of youth
when our youth groups are small, but
when a large group of committed prophets and visionaries gather at an event like
EYE, it is a sign that the church is a significant presence in the lives of new generations of Episcopalians.” ?
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Bishop, deacon offer prayers at NAACP convocation

B

CONNECTIONS
u The Rev. Canon Malcolm Boyd was
honored at the 40th anniversary celebration of the New Federal Theatre in New
York City on May 22 as one of “12 individuals who changed the cultural life of
the nation.”
u Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce
on May 13 was awarded a doctor of
ministry degree from Seabury Western
Seminary in Evanston, Ill. Her thesis investigated the development of alternative
and emergent church liturgies and creative ministry expressions in the Diocese
of Los Angeles.
u The Rev. Kate Cullinane, former rector
of St. Mary’s (Mariposa), Los Angeles,
has been called as canon to the ordinary
in the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
by Bishop Chester Talton.
u The Rev. Canon George Cummings
has written a new book, The Christs
of God. For more about the book, visit
www.georgecummings.com.
u Bishop Suffragan Mary Glasspool
was awarded a doctor of divinity degree,
honoris causa, May 19 at Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass. The
citation called Glasspool “a woman of
vision, who ... has stood for the inclusion
of all the human race in all orders of the
church and the world.”
u The Rev. Mary Goshert retired as rector of St. Ambrose’s, Claremont, on June
12. On June 18 she and Gene Ekenstam
were married by Bishop Bruno.
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u The Rev. Frank Hegedus has been appointed chaplain of St. Margaret of Scotland’s Anglican Mission in Budapest,
Hungary, an outreach of the Diocese in
Europe, Church of England.
u Ruthie Leonard was named an honorary canon of the Cathedral Center of
St. Paul during a June 25 tea at Church
of the Holy Communion, Gardena, recognizing more than three decades of
dedicated volunteer service, including
leadership of summer and after-school
programs at the former St. Martin’s
Church in Compton.
u The Rev. Glenn Libby, chaplain at
USC and UCLA, has been elected a Province VIII representative to the CDSP
board of directors.
u The Rev. Judy Lin received a doctor
of ministry degree during May 20 commencement ceremonies at Church Divinity School of the Pacific.  
u The Rev. Troy Mendez and the Rev.
Brian O’Rourke have been called as associate rectors at St. Margaret’s, Palm
Desert (Diocese of San Diego), which
was recently in the news as the site of
former First Lady Betty Ford’s funeral.
u The Rev. Elizabeth Morse retired
as rector of St. Michael the Archangel
Church, El Segundo, on July 24.
u The Rev. Anna Olson began her ministry as rector of St. Mary’s (Mariposa), Los
Angeles, on July 18. The Rev. Marilyn
Omernick had served as interim pastor.
u The Rev. Paul Christopher Potter was

CHRIS TUMILTY

u Bishop Suffragan Mary Glasspool and
Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce,
assisted by deacon Judy Lyn, left, ordained
seven to the transitional diaconate at the
ProCathedral of St. John on June 11.
Ordinands were (front row center): Patricia
Ash, Hsin-Fen Chang, Elizabeth Thayer and
Norman Whitmire, Jr. In the second row are
Mary Crist and Karri Backer; at back is Brian
O’Rourke.
Virginia Theological Seminary

CHRIS TUMILTY

ishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce
and Deacon Margaret McCauley
gave invocations at two sessions of the
NAACP’s 102nd annual convention on

Margaret McCauley

July 27 at the Los Angeles Convention
Center. Bishop Bruce offered a prayer at
the beginning of the morning plenary session, titled “No Turning Back: Redistricting, Protecting Our Voting Rights
and the Road to 2012,” at which
participants discussed what were
seen as efforts to halt or even reverse civil rights progress, especially
voting rights. McCauley opened
with prayer an afternoon session on
“Celebrating the 75th Anniversary
Diane Jardine Bruce
of the Youth & College Division.” ?

Ordinations

u Bishop Suffragan Mary Glasspool ordained
the Rev. Heather Beth Erickson and the Rev.
David Lyle Erickson, both of All Saints’ Church,
Beverly Hills, to the transitional diaconate on
June 21 at Virginia Theological Seminary.

u The Rev. Jane Lieberg Crase and the
Rev. Margaret Marshall Ventris were ordained
to the transitional diaconate by Bishop
Diocesan J. Jon Bruno on June 4 at Trinity
Church in Redlands. Crase will serve at St.
Joseph of Arimathea Church in Yucca Valley
and Ventris at St. Martin in-the-Fields Church
in Twentynine Palms.

received as a priest from the Roman
Catholic Church on May 16 at St. Stephen’s, Whittier, by Bishop Bruno.
u IRIS (Interfaith Refugee and Immigra
tion Service, a ministry of the Diocese
of Los Angeles) has hired Christopher
Rhodes as ESL and civics coordinator. He
will begin teaching ESL/Civics classes at
IRIS and the Cathedral Center on Sept. 6
(for more information, see page 16).
u The Rev. George Woodward, rector of
St. Edmund’s Church, San Marino, is on
sabbatical in Buenos Aires, Argentina. ?

Diocesan youth get a ‘Clue’

A small girl
with a big
heart helps
victims of
Japan quake

H

The fictional culprit was “Professor Plum” — as portrayed by Bishop J. Jon Bruno, pictured at left
— in the kitchen with the candlestick in a game of “Life-sized Clue” played at the Cathedral Center on
July 16 by nearly 100 youth from 10 congregations around the diocese. Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce, at
left, portrayed “Mrs. White;” Bishop Mary Glasspool and diocesan youth leader Deb Neal (center back)
were “Mrs. Peacock” and “Miss Scarlett.” Other roles were played by members of the diocesan staff.
The winning team included members from the Cathedral Congregation, St. Timothy's, Compton, and St.
Wilfrid’s, Huntington Beach. Other participating congregations were All Saints’ Church, Highland Park;
the Chapel of St. Francis, Atwater Village, Los Angeles; Christ the Good Shepherd Church, Los Angeles,
St. Andrew’s Church, Fullerton; St. James’ Church, South Pasadena; St. Mark’s Church, Glendale; and
St. Stephen’s Church, Valencia. Bishop Bruno offered a $1,000 grant to be divided among the winning
teams. The event, sponsored by the Program Group on Youth Ministry, was designed as a model for
local fund raisers. For more information about how local churches can raise money for youth ministry
with ‘Life Sized Clue,’ contact Chris Tumilty, missioner for youth, at ctumilty@ladiocese.org. ?

REQUIESCANT
u The Rev. Canon Arthur
Bartlett, who touched
countless hearts, inspired
thousands of lives, championed justice and served
the community of San
Pedro for almost 60 years, died June 3
at the age of 91 after a brief battle with
cancer. He served the maritime community for some 30 years as program
director, chaplain and executive director
of the Seamen’s Church Institute. Mayor
Tom Bradley appointed him a harbor
commissioner in 1981. Bartlett also had
a long association with Camp Stevens
as board member and chaplain and
volunteered countless hours to various
historical and community organizations.

u Canon R. Bradbury
Clark — chancellor
emeritus of the Diocese
of Los Angeles, longtime
member of St. James’
Church in South Pasadena,
and a retired senior partner of the
O’Melveny & Myers law firm of
Los Angeles — died July 13. He was
87. As chancellor he served four
successive bishops — F. Eric Bloy,
Robert C. Rusack, Frederick H. Borsch
and J. Jon Bruno — with legal services
and advice on canonical matters.
Rusack named Clark the third honorary
lay canon of the Diocese in 1981. In
2002, he was the first person named by
Bruno to the Order of Angels for his
extraordinary service to the diocese. ?

Obituaries may be read in full at www.episcopalnews.com

annah Forster
of St. George’s
Church, La Cañada,
Richard, Katie and
is only six years old,
Hannah Forster
but already wants to make a difference.
When she heard about the devastating earthquake and tsunami in Japan in
March, Hannah asked her mother, Katie,
to help her bake brownies, which she sold
at the church to raise funds for the victims.
Although she asked $1 per brownie, parishioners gave much more; Amy Pringle,
St. George’s rector, led the way by buying
the first brownie for $100. Others followed
suit, offering $10 and $20 donations until Hannah had sold all 53 brownies and
raised $428. At her mother’s suggestion,
Hannah gave the funds to Pringle to forward to Episcopal Relief & Development.
“I truly don’t know where Hannah gets
it from,” said Katie Forster. “We try to
have a giving-back spirit in our home, but
she’s so empathetic, so selfless, it’s amazing.
Our church also helps — it really accepts
her. It’s a small parish with few children,
but very lively and loving.” ?

• Chalices and metal ware
• Plating and refinishing
• Altar wine and candles
• Clergy shirts and collars
• Black suits, choir robes
• Stoles and vestments
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Take Note

IRIS offers help to
potential U.S. citizens

IRIS, the Interfaith Refugee and Immigration Service,
a ministry of the Diocese of
Los Angeles, will provide
resources in coming months to immigrants
who wish to become U.S. citizens, including English as a second language and civics
classes taught by new staff member Christopher Rodes (pictured). IRIS has partnered with U.S. Citizenship & Immigration
Services (US-CIS) to hold a Naturalization
Information Session on Aug. 13 to provide help to legal permanent residents who
wish to become U.S. citizens. The bilingual
event will be held in the Great Hall of the
Cathedral Center of St. Paul from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. For more information on classes,
or to volunteer as an ESL teacher or interpreter, contact IRIS at 323.667.0489.

GFS plans
summer beach
party Aug. 13

Girls Friendly Society in the Diocese
of Los Angeles will
celebrate summer with a beach party on Saturday, Aug. 13, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Bolsa
Chica State Beach. All girls in the diocese are
invited to attend and relax together, play
games, and enjoy a hot dog lunch. Reservations are requested by Monday, Aug. 8 and
may be made by contacting Margaret Nolde
at 714.330.1156 or RSVP@GFSCalifornia.org.

Musical retreat will focus
on 'Watchful Waiting'
“Watchful Waiting: Walking the Liminal Edge,” a
musical weekend retreat
with co-conductors Mal-

16 THE EPISCOPAL NEWS Summer 2011

colm Cole (pictured) and Leonore Sullivan Cash, will be held at St. Mary's Retreat House Friday - Sunday, Aug. 12 - 14,
sponsored by Mt. Calvary. Cole, professor emeritus of musicology at UCLA and
Cash, a licensed marriage and family therapist, have chosen “watchful waiting” as
a term for the significant events of liturgy.
Works by J.S. Bach will be spiritual guides
for the workshop. Cost is $180 (including
all meals). A $50 non-refundable deposit
is required. Make checks payable to Mt.
Calvary and mail to P.O. Box 1296, Santa
Barbara, CA 93102. For further information, email to mtcalvary1@aol.com or call
805.682.4117.

Interfaith university in
Claremont announced
Claremont Lincoln University at the Claremont
School of Theology’s was
officially launched May 15
as the first inter-religious university in the
nation and possibly the world, according
to an announcement published in the June
issue of Bloy House News. “This historical event was made possible by the vision,
leadership, and the $50 million of financial
support provided by Joan and David Lincoln,” (pictured) said the announcement.
Three initial institutions will offer professional religious and theological education:
Claremont School of Theology, Academy
for Jewish Religion, California, and the
Islamic Center of Southern California.
For more information visit www.claremont
lincoln.org/.

Chefs Center
presents
Friday Food Fair
Chefs Center of
California will present a Food Fair and

Artisanal Marketplace each Friday from 6
to 9 p.m. through October. As many as six
food trucks and 10 artisans will sell specialized foods and desserts. Chef’s Center,
which helps local entrepreneurs launch
food-based businesses, is a project of Episcopal Housing Alliance and Economic Development, an institution of the Diocese
of Los Angeles. It is located at 45 N. San
Gabriel Blvd., Pasadena 91107.

‘Christianity in
Evolution’ explores
science, spirituality
Cathedral Center Press
has announced the publication of Christianity in
Evolution: Discovering the
Harmony of Science and Faith by Ralph
Armstrong, a psychiatrist, student of
addiction medicine and neurology, and
member of St. Paul’s Church, Ventura. The
book also features a foreword by Bishop J.
Jon Bruno. According to a review by writer and theology student William Knutson,
“Christianity in Evolution thoughtfully
explores the nexus of science and spirituality and challenges the reader to reconsider
ultimate questions of life in a framework
where biology and theology inform each
other, to the enrichment of both.” Priced at
$18.95, Christianity in Evolution is available through the Cathedral Bookstore,
213.482.2040. For more information, visit
www.christianityinevolution.com.

Panel will discuss
UN resolution on
Palestinian statehood
A pending resolution on
the question of Palestinian
statehood to be submitted
in late September before the General Assembly of the United Nations will be the
topic of a panel discussion sponsored by
the Bishop's Commission on the Middle
East on Sunday, Aug. 21, 3 - 5 p.m. at the
Cathedral Center of St. Paul, 840 Echo
Park Avenue, Los Angeles. Professor Brice
Harris of Occidental College will chair the
discussion on the roles and procedures of
the General Assembly and the Security
Council. Following this initial overview
of process, other participants on the panel
with discuss the pros and cons of the proposal statehood measure, and the complex
issues involved. Two additional panelists
are being confirmed. ?

