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Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin 

Special Convention March 2008  

Summary of Resolutions 

 

Resolutions at Special Convention.  Resolutions will be presented at the Special Convention in the 

order as set forth in Agenda.  This order may be changed by the Chairman of the Convention or the 

Dispatch of Business to allow flexibility and convenience in the consideration of the Convention’s 

business. Resolutions will be presented and considered by the Convention in one of two ways.   

 

Typically, resolutions will be considered separately and presented to the delegates for a debate and 

vote.  However, resolutions having to do with procedural matters, routine matters in due course, or 

matters that are not anticipated to need debate or discussion will be considered together at once in a 

Consent Agenda to expedite the business of Convention.  Voting on the Consent Agenda approves 

or disapproves all of the items therein and said items will not be separately considered unless a 

motion is carried by a majority of the delegates to separately consider an item.  

 

It is anticipated that the full text of the resolutions will be available to the delegates of convention 

prior to the Special Convention.  Below is a summary of the Resolutions that the Steering 

Committee and its subcommittees are contemplating for the consideration of the Special 

Convention. 

 

A. Resolutions to be Considered on the Consent Agenda. 

 

1. Late Resolutions.  A Resolution providing for the approval for the consideration of all late 

resolutions at Special Convention. Normally, resolutions are submitted 60 days prior to 

Convention.  However, given the unique circumstances surrounding the calling of the 

Special Convention, this requirement must be waived by the Special Convention. 

  

2. Notice and Calling of Convention. A resolution calling for the waiver and/or ratification of 

any potential defects in notice or other irregularities of calling the Special Convention. 

 

3. Constitution and Canons. A resolution confirming the true and correct copy of the 

Constitution and Canons of the Diocese.  Said resolution will acknowledge that purported 

amendments of the certain provisions of the Constitution and Canons were ultra vires, 

illegal, and void and therefore should be deemed to have not been made.  The primary 

effect of this resolution will be to affirm that the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin 

accedes to the authority of the Episcopal Church and its Constitution and Canons. 

 

4. Dispatch of Business.  This resolution allows the Dispatch of Business flexibility in 

presenting agenda.  This allows the Chairman and Dispatch of Business to call special 

recesses as necessary, move items on the agenda for good cause, and expedite business. 

 

5. Limits on Debate.  This resolution allows Dispatch of Business to limit debate as 

necessary.   In general, debate is limited to 15 minutes for each side, usually 2 minutes 

per speaker.  A policy adopted for this convention is as long as people are waiting to 

speak, a motion to end debate is not in order, unless so ruled from the chair. 

 

6. Licensed Clergy, Visitors, and Guests.  This resolution will permit licensed clergy, official 

observers, and distinguished visitors seat and voice. 
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B. Resolutions to be Considered Separately.   

 

1. Provisional Bishop.  This resolution will provide for Rt. Rev. Jerry Lamb as a provisional 

bishop pursuant to the Canons of General Convention (III.13.1).  Bishop Lamb will serve 

until the earlier of the election of a new bishop or a subsequent act of the Diocesan 

Convention.  It is anticipated that he may serve up to three years.  He will sit with the full 

duties and offices of a diocesan bishop. 

   

2. Admission of Clergy.  This resolution will provide for the admission of clergy with letters 

dimissory to seat, voice, and vote, with approval of diocesan.  There have been clergy 

serving in our diocese, or denied service in our diocese, who have now applied for 

canonical residency. 

 

3. Admission of New Missions.  This resolution will provide for the admission of new 

congregations as Missions with seat, voice, and vote, with approval of the Bishop and 

provided that such congregations have met the requirements under the Constitution and 

Canons of the Diocese.  At this time there are three new congregations are applying for 

admission to the diocese:  St. Mary’s-in-the-Mountains, Sonora; Holy Trinity, Madera; 

and Grace Episcopal, Bakersfield.  

 

4. Deaneries.  This Resolution will acknowledge the Bishop’s appointment of rural deans for 

each Deanery as appropriate and will further instruct the Deaneries to elect diocesan 

council representatives, each deanery having one clerical member, and one lay member in 

accordance with the Constitution and Canons.  Their terms of office will be decided by lot 

at the first Council meeting. 

 

5. Resolution on Committees.  This resolution will provide for the appointment of various 

Committees of Convention including the Committee on Constitutions and Canons to 

review and propose revisions to the diocesan governing documents for consideration at the 

next appropriate Convention. 

 

6. Resolutions on Legal Issues.  These resolutions will provide for various actions to be taken 

by the Bishop, Standing Committee, and Chancellor to provide for the protection and 

recovery of the real and personal assets of the Diocese. 

 

7. Reconciliation Resolution.  This resolution will provide guidelines and other matters 

pertaining to a plan of reconciliation to be implemented in the Diocese. 

 

8. Courtesy Resolutions.  These resolutions will Participation of PB Katharine Jefferts 

Schori; Thanks to PHOD Bonnie Anderson; Appreciation of support and prayers from 

wider church. 

 

C. Additional Resolutions.  Additional Resolutions may be considered from the floor on the day 

of Special Convention.  Such resolutions should be submitted in writing.  However, if possible 

such resolutions should be submitted to the Steering Committee ASAP to better facilitate their 

consideration by the Special Convention. 


