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Nearly 500 delegates and guests 
came together Nov. 5-6 in northern 
Cincinnati for fellowship, discus-
sion and decisions about the mis-
sion and ministry of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio.

The 135th Convention was guid-
ed by the theme of “Let your light 
shine.” Bible study and table dis-
cussions explored the theme, and 
video presentations from most of 
the deaneries shared ways that con-
gregations and individuals carry out 
God’s work in their communities. 

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal 
encouraged delegates to be open 
to the challenges God has placed 
before us – from the economic 
downturn to changing paradigms 
in the traditional structure of one 
priest at one church. 

“But God does not give us chal-
lenges we are not up to, and often 
they are the very challenges we 
need to take our next step togeth-
er as a community of faith,” said 
Bishop Breidenthal in his conven-
tion address. “I am convinced that 
the time is right for boldness.”

The bishop introduced three key 
initiatives: a re-imagining of Procter 
Camp & Conference Center as a 
place that anchors our common min-
istry; the call for a new executive 
staff position, a canon for mission, 
to help carry the load as Bishop 
Kenneth L. Price Jr. serves primar-
ily as the provisional bishop of the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh; and the devel-
opment of a new policy allowing the 
blessing of same-sex unions. 

Delegates approved a $3.9 mil-
lion annual budget, down about 
$150,000 from the 2009 budget. 
They also passed five resolutions, 
primarily dealing with environ-
mental and social justice issues. 
Delegates gave the OK to canoni-

cal and constitutional changes that 
clarified property rights and opened 
leadership for deacons to serve on 
Diocesan Council and the Standing 
Committee.

The Rt. Rev. Jonathan Hart 
brought greetings from his home 

diocese, the Episcopal Church of 
Liberia. With delegates’ approval, 
the Diocese of Southern Ohio will 
spend the next year in study and 
discussion about whether to enter 
into a long-term companion rela-
tionship with Liberia. please see common mInIsTRY,  paGe 17

Bishop to convention:
‘the time is right for boldness’

Kayla Bunch, 13 and a member of St. Simon of Cyrene Praise Dancers, 
performs during the convention worship service. Photo by Julie Murray

Common ministry 
empowers all to 

explore god’s call
By Richelle Thompson
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Cathy Bagot first heard the concept of common ministry 
articulated in the late 1970s as the “Ministry of the Baptized”  by 
Episcopal theologian and teacher Verna Dozier. A decade later, 
Bagot taught from a curriculum that espoused the fundamentals 
of common ministry. 

So she’s thrilled that her church, Trinity, Newark, is among 
eight congregations in the Diocese of Southern Ohio to embark on 
a common ministry pilot program. 

“For me, common ministry is something that should be the bed-
rock of ministries in all parishes, no matter what size,” Bagot says. 
“Rather than approaching it from a concern about scarcity, I think 
we should approach it from a sense of abundance. The possibility 
of people claiming those gifts, getting whatever training they need 
to be effective in using them, being willing to be held accountable 
by their communities, and then using them for God’s glory and 
in service to his people opens the possibility for some incredibly 
powerful ministries.”

For the past two years, the Diocese of Southern Ohio has been 
in conversation about common ministry. What is it? What does it 
look like in congregations? What are the challenges and opportu-
nities of embracing common ministry?

A group has been working with the Alban Institute, with funding 
from a Jessie Ball duPont grant, to engage people from throughout 
the diocese to learn more about common ministry. During the 
135th convention, Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal announced the 
formation of this pilot project. The hope: that these congregations 
will create a structure through which every congregation in the 
diocese can explore and practice common ministry.

In his address, Bishop Breidenthal explained common ministry 
as “calling forth of the light enkindled within us, God’s people, 
exercising to the fullest the offices and ministries which God has 
placed before us.” This will take different shapes in different con-
gregations, he said, but at its foundation is the concept of shared 
ministry rooted in the baptismal covenant. 

Last month, eight congregations were invited to participate in 
the pilot program. They were selected not only because of their 
interest in common ministry but also to represent the diversity of 
the diocese, from geography to size to location in cities, suburbs 
and rural areas. Should the congregations accept the invitation to 
participate, they will spend the next two months delving into the 
theology of common ministry and looking at different models of 



Advent is the season of beginnings and endings, as we 
step back and consider the panorama of God’s saving work 
in Christ, from his first coming among us in weakness and 
great humility, to his unimaginable return, when Love’s 
triumph is universal and complete. So this is a time for us 
to consider the whole story that provides the framework for 
our journey as followers of Jesus. What is the lens through 
which we regard our struggles and successes, as individuals, 
as congregations, and as a diocese? Understandably enough, 
I am most preoccupied with this question as it relates to the 
diocese as a whole. But the same answer should address 
every level of concern.

So what’s the place of Southern Ohio in the whole story of 
Christ and his church? People still ask me what my “vision” 
for the diocese is. I’m pretty sure they know that the only 
vision I care about is the one we have together, so I think 
they must be asking a different question. I suspect they are 
asking me how all the initiatives and changes already in play 
fit together. In other words, they need me to talk more about 
forest – not so much about trees. Fair enough. 

In answer, I’d say that our first few years together have 
been about formation and mission and the pathway they have 
opened to common ministry. When I came here, I brought 
my own hunger for theological enquiry, meditation and the 
sharing of our faith journeys. I discovered an answering 
hunger in the diocese for deeper community, more reliance 
on God, and a greater sense of spiritual adventure. It became 
clear to me – and this was confirmed in conversation after 
conversation – that God was calling us to work together to 
recover church as a place where we all have permission to 
settle into God’s presence, to explore our relationship with 
Jesus, and to mature and grow as Christians. In short, God 
was inviting us into formation, and in so doing was giving 
all of us permission to be fed, strengthened and schooled for 
witness. We have so little time for this, yet it makes all the 
difference in how we approach disagreement, how we let 
all voices be heard, and how we notice and trust the move-
ment of the Spirit as we make tough decisions. Here’s one 
example. Whenever Diocesan Council meets, we always 
start by hearing and sharing our insights into a Bible pas-
sage. Sometimes we do this for up to 45 minutes. But the 
wisdom and the deep questions that surface in these Bible 
studies shapes everything else we say and do, taking it to 
another level.

So what is the relation of formation to mission? As I’ve 

said before, they are two sides of 
the same coin. We cannot grow in 
our relationship with Jesus without 
being changed. Our habits change 
– perhaps we become more regular 
in worship, or more patient, or less 
attached to material goods – and so 
does our sense of purpose. The more 
we listen to God in Scripture, in the 
words of the Prayer Book services, in 
the stories and actions of the people 
we get to know in church – the more 
we want to do and accomplish things 
that demonstrate God’s grace in our 

own lives.  We have just acknowledged this in the theme of 
our convention: Let your light shine.  This is how mission 
begins, whether we’re sharing our faith, feeding people, 
demanding justice for the down-trodden, or just doing our 
ordinary work in ways that promote fairness and kindliness. 
Formation leads to mission every step of the way.

But the relation of formation to mission is not simply one 
of cause and effect. They are both completely focused on our 
common life in Christ. When we are baptized, we become 
part of the Body of Christ, and we spend the rest of our lives 
living into that reality. That’s formation. Similarly, when 
we are truly engaged in mission, we are doing it not just as 
individuals but as an expression of our participation in the 
Body of Christ. There is no such thing as a private or merely 
individual act of mission (the “your” in “Let your light shine” 
is plural). Indeed, I doubt we can even discern what God is 
calling us to do at any given time unless that discernment 
is itself a measure of our ability to function effectively as 
a community – and not just as a community of the powers-
that-be, but as a hard-won fellowship of old guard and recent 
arrival, grey heads and young adults, liberal and conserva-
tive, contemporary and traditional. 

When we act so as to make Christ known, we bear wit-
ness to our common life in Christ, and we further that com-
mon life by inviting others to work with us. In this way, for 
example, initiatives regarding sustainability and the environ-
ment have risen up among us: Interfaith Power and Light, 
the organic plot at Procter, the clergy wellness day focused 
on going green, the “Green Summit,” community gardens 
in Avondale on the site of the former St. Michael and All 
Angels and Good Earth Farm in Athens, which has already 

become a destination for mission trips from around the dio-
cese. There are many other examples of our bearing witness 
to our common life in Christ, from communications initia-
tives that allow us to connect more freely with one another, 
to proposals aimed at making Diocesan Council more repre-
sentative of and accountable to our local communities. And 
there’s a lot more going on, as you know.

This brings us to common ministry, which is nothing more 
than our commitment to order everything we do in light of 
our conviction that we are the body of Christ, called to and 
equipped for corporate acts that reveal to others the com-
munion, the koinonia, the eternal bond of love that abides 
as the truth and the life at the heart of reality.  How shall we 
form ourselves for mission, as a diocese and as individual 
congregations? That is, how shall we structure our decision-
making processes, train our clergy, raise up powerful mission 
leadership teams, learn to wrestle with Scripture, relate the 
Gospel to the political issues of the day, and practice telling 
our own story so others may be strengthened and comforted 
in their walk with God?  

This is the forest we see when we zoom out from the 
trees – the basic vision that animates and makes sense of 
so many current diocesan preoccupations, from rethinking 
our deaneries to making theological education available to 
everyone to being fully engaged in urban and rural com-
munities struggling to reinvent themselves. Sometimes it 
seems that there are too many balls in the air. But then I 
remind myself that common ministry is not about long-
range plans and strategies that help us gain control of our 
future. It is about a constant interaction with the opportu-
nities God gives us to enter into God’s future. Formation 
is the long process whereby our wills are conformed to 
God’s will; mission is the field of action in which we find 
ourselves when we follow Jesus’ lead. This all may seem 
rather messy if we are striving to remain in control. But the 
moment we yield control to God, the direction of our com-
mon life comes into sharp focus, and what seems reactive 
reveals itself to be richly interactive. 

The great Jewish philosopher Maimonides famously 
compared the Torah to a great forest with a thousand points 
of entry. Common ministry – our way of life as the Body of 
Christ – is also such a forest, and God is offering us many 
ways in. It hardly matters where we enter, or if we enter by 
the same path, as long as we remember that Christ is at the 
center, and all paths in this forest lead us there. 

Thomas 
E . 
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Share the  Episcopal Church!
Be a part of the bishop’s vision of sharing God’s word and growing God’s 
churches. Send a free six-month subscription of Interchange to people that you 
believe may find a spiritual home in congregations of the Diocese of Southern 
Ohio. Before the person receives the first Interchange, the bishop will send a 
letter that explains the subscription and invites the person to visit an Episcopal 
church. They also will receive a brochure that has information about the minis-
tries and programs of the Episcopal Church in Southern Ohio. 

Other ways to get connected:
> Visit www.diosohio.org             > Sign up for e-Connections
> Friend the diocese on Facebook and LinkedIn  
  (the Episcopal Church in Southern Ohio)
> Follow us in Twitter (diosohio)

Name of person/family 
to receive the subscription: 

Address:

Phone number:

E-mail: 
Your name: 
Address:

Phone number: 
E-mail:

INTERCHANGE SubScriPtioN Form
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Thomas E.
BrEidEnThal

Seeing the forest – and the trees
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More than once in my column, I have shared that the highlight of 
my episcopal ministry comes when I visit our congregations on Sunday 
mornings. After 15 years, I have been to every church multiple times, and 
as I look out each Sunday morning, I see many who have become close 
friends (and in my mind, many more friends who are now in God’s nearer 
presence). In addition to confirmations and receptions, I have baptized, 
married, buried and offered unction in many of those congregations. I 
have laughed at receptions, struggled with vestries facing hard issues, 
taught classes, visited youth lock-ins, attended many, many camp sessions, 
blessed Habitat for Humanity houses, prayed for countless civic events, 
attended more meetings that I ever dreamed could be held and talked and 
prayed with lay and clergy colleagues thousands of times. 

Often when at a diocesan event, people are asked to introduce them-
selves by giving their congregation. I say I am part of more than 80 con-
gregations and have a parish family numbering more than 25,000. Mariann 
and I participate in Christmas outreach gatherings at whatever church we 
happen to be in during the weeks before Christmas. We give to UTO where 
our travels take us on ingathering Sunday and buy crafts and goodies from 
whatever congregation is selling them on a given Sunday. In addition, 
we have been given T-shirts, crosses, bricks, pieces of slate and countless 
pictures of confirmands that all adorn my home office. Just sitting at my 
computer and looking around brings back countless happy times. 

A few weeks ago we went to Trinity, Troy. We always enjoy going there 
for we never know what special event we will find. We were not disap-
pointed. It was Scottish Sunday with a procession of banners and tartans, 
special Scottish prayers and music, and after the service a Scottish feast, 
featuring, of course, haggis. There was much toasting, much laughing and 
much good fellowship. 

Not all congregations go as all out as that event, but one thing that seems 
to mark the congregations of Southern Ohio is that the people truly enjoy 
sharing fellowship in the name of Jesus Christ. Even when people disagree 
or when finances are tight and cutbacks have to be made, there is a spirit in 
this diocese that keeps people hopeful and upbeat. Sure, some of our congre-
gations face an occasional crisis. That is part of life. But when those times 
come, there seems to be resilience and strength that gets them through. 

Over the past 15 years, I at times have taken this positive spirit for grant-
ed. At meetings with other bishops, I often hear stories that remind me that 
this is not the case everywhere, and inevitably, when I leave such meetings, 
I count my blessing for what we have here in Southern Ohio.

The fact that Mariann and I are about to cut back on our 
Sunday visitations in Southern Ohio for the next couple 
of years is what has led me to this reflection. Thankfully, 
my visits here will not end, for I will still keep a limited 
schedule in this diocese. However, for the next couple of 
years, the majority of our Sundays will be in Pittsburgh. 
My first visit there occurred on Christ the King Sunday, 
and I am happy to report that I found at Calvary Church 
the same spirit I find here in Southern Ohio. That congre-
gation has been through some very rough times recently, 
and yet they are hopeful and excited about the future, 
and Mariann and I left feeling as upbeat as we usually do 
after a visit in Southern Ohio.        

As I drove back from Pittsburgh, reflecting on the Propers for that day, 
and thinking of the half dozen or so Southern Ohio visitations that remain 
before Mariann and I actually relocate there for a couple of years, I realized 
that what makes a huge difference in the way people share their corporate 
parish life is whether they keep Jesus Christ securely at the center of their 
existence. On Christ the King Sunday, we are reminded that Jesus is the 
King of our life and as such, our service to him must be our first priority. 
When congregations get out of kilter, and bickering replaces celebrating, it 
is often because human desires, attitudes and needs have taken center stage, 
and Jesus is pushed to the side. One of the things that always impresses 
me at Trinity, Troy, is that no matter what party they are having, it always 
begins at and spreads forth from the altar. Keeping Jesus, and his sacrifice 
for us, at the center of our life is crucial. 

As we move through Advent and once again gather around the manger 
to celebrate Jesus’ coming into the world, we welcome him not only as a 
babe to be cuddled but also as a king to be worshipped and served. Where 
that worship and wider service comes alive is in the context of our local 
congregations. Mariann and I will miss being with you so often in 2010, 
but we are not going  away forever and will continue to share in spirit with 
you, even though we may be gathered around an altar and with congrega-
tions in another diocese. 

Please keep us in your prayers, for you most certainly will remain in 
ours. 

God’s blessing to you all. 

Contact Bishop Price at kprice@ediosohio.org.

The RT. Rev. 
KenneTh L. 
PRice JR.

Keeping Jesus at the center of our life

ENS: By a unanimous vote on Oct. 17, the 
governing convention of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Pittsburgh approved the Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. 
Price Jr. to serve as provisional bishop. 

Bishop Price has assumed full ecclesiastical 
authority in the diocese, which he is expected 
to lead for the next few years until a permanent 
bishop can be elected. He will continue to serve 
as bishop suffragan in the Diocese of Southern 
Ohio with a limited visitation schedule and 
membership on some commissions. 

“It is with great joy that I accept the decision 
of this convention,” Bishop Price told conven-
tion deputies.

His selection came one year after many dioc-
esan leaders and members left the Episcopal 
Church. During that time, the ecclesiastical 
authority had been held by a diocesan Standing 
Committee. It was their decision to recommend 
Bishop Price as provisional bishop.

Bishop Price said he was grateful to be asked 
to be part of the diocese’s rebuilding efforts.

“I am here to support you in that journey in 
every way that I can,” he said.

Price told the convention he would focus 
his time on providing pastoral care for both 
clergy and laity. He pledged to visit each of the 

diocese’s 28 active parishes at least once a year 
and would gather the clergy together regularly. 
The bishop, who has said his job was not to cre-
ate policy, called on all to “be respectful of the 
diversity and theological perspective of every 
person among us.”

Bishop Price has been the bishop suffragan 
in Southern Ohio since 1994. He will serve in 
Pittsburgh until the diocese is ready to elect and 
install a permanent bishop. That process could 
take two to three years.

Bishop Price also serves as secretary of the 
Episcopal Church’s House of Bishops and was 
appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
the Windsor Report Reception Committee.

“Ken is a fine Christian man and is one of our 
most highly respected bishops,” said the Rt. Rev. 
Robert H. Johnson, retired bishop of Western 
North Carolina. He had been serving this year as 
assisting bishop in Pittsburgh. Bishop Price “has 
a good heart and a sensitive pastoral touch, not to 
mention a contagious sense of humor.”

Bishop Price to lead Pittsburgh
Bishop 
Price was 
honored 
by the 
people of 
St. James, 
Zanesville, 
with a 
special 
cake that 
featured the 
seal of the 
Pittsburgh 
diocese.



                 Let your Light shine4

In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death,

And to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Let us pray:
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and 

light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all 
our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you 
would have us do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us 
from all false choices, and that in your light we may see 
light, and in your straight path may not stumble; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

I would like to begin by thanking the Committee on 
Dispatch of Business for its untiring work in preparing and 
implementing this, the 135th Convention of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio. I wish particularly to thank Bishop Price, 
who has for years ensured that all of our necessary business 
is done properly, with due attention to both kinds of canons 
– the legal canons that govern our outward life as an institu-
tion, and the canons of sound judgments and graciousness 
that express our inner life as a people of God. I would also 
like to extend special thanks to Richelle Thompson, our 
Director of Communications. In a time of intense activ-
ity and general short-handedness, Richelle has not only 
ensured that the diocese is informed and engaged but also 
has made sure that we keep on top of a thousand details that 
might otherwise have been overlooked. 

This convention’s theme is “Let your light shine.” Two 
and a half years into my episcopate, I observe a diocese 
of great resilience and full of the light of Christ. Most of 
our congregations are weathering the economic storm with 
grace, ingenuity and sacrifice, while devoting themselves 
all the more to care for the hungry, the homeless, and the 
unemployed. Where mission share adjustments have had to 
be made, there has been a good spirit of cooperation, prag-
matism and openness. I commend Diocesan Council for 
its tireless work in this area, as well as Bishop Price, Chris 
Stires, our chief financial officer, and John Johanssen, our 
canon to the ordinary.

It is the faithful and steady contribution of all our congre-
gations that makes these adjustments possible, supplying 
relief where it is needed. Just as importantly, your support 
ensures that our diocesan work goes on – work that is at 
once financial, pastoral, connective and organizational. 
Apart from this work and those who carry it out – some 
paid, some unpaid – it would be hard to bear one another’s 
burdens equitably and to the benefit of all. I thank you all 
for that.

This spirit of cooperation and dedication to our common 
life gives me hope as I consider problems that will face us 
long after the economy has turned around. I know none of 
these concerns will be a surprise to you, since you raise 
them regularly when I visit you. A missing generation of 
young adults; difficulty reaching out to college students; 
the high cost of seminary-trained priests and the resultant 

push to do without a learned clergy; a general sense that we 
are not equipped for the challenge of competing Christian 
models.

These are serious challenges which we must begin to 
address concretely. But God does not give us challenges 
we are not up to, and often they are the very challenges 
we need to take our next step together as a community of 
faith. I am convinced that the time is right for boldness. 
As the Episcopal Church begins to arrive at a resolution 
of its long and bitter struggle over sexuality, a new clarity 
about our common grounding in Scripture and devotion to 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ is emerging. This goes hand 
in hand with a renewed appreciation of our Prayer Book 
tradition, as it has been both reaffirmed and transformed by 
the centrality of the Baptismal Covenant, with its constant 
reminder that the church is a transcendent mystery which 
we participate in here and now. We are clearer about what it 
means to be Christian, and we are clearer about the heart of 
our own witness as Episcopalians – as Anglicans. Namely, 
each of us is invited to share in the mystery of the body 
of Christ, and this invitation carries with it the conferral 
of real authority to speak for and within the church. Two 
things follow from this. One, we are always called to see 
the big picture and must be willing to shed what is second-
ary if it stands in the way of the Holy Spirit’s vast work. In 

other words, none of us is a “consumer” of what the church 
offers, and none of us can cling to what is private and 
familiar at the expense of the Spirit’s work. Two, we can no 
longer be content with any vestige of the old paradigm of 
clergy as “professional Christians” and laity as their clients. 
The clergy do constitute a profession by virtue of training, 
expertise, a code of conduct and expectations of compe-
tence in the particular areas of work to which they are 
called. But this work boils down to teaching, community 
organization and entrepreneurial spirit, not as a replacement 
for the initiative and authority of every baptized person, but 
as a steady, living, institutional resource that ensures that 
all of us will have access to knowledge of Scripture and 
tradition, will be constantly goaded to act effectively as the 
collective people of God and will be encouraged to think 
big. It is the clergy’s job to call forth our power.

You will recognize that I am talking about common 
ministry here, which is a calling forth of the light enkindled 
within us, God’s people, exercising to the fullest the offices 
and ministries which God has placed before us. This will 
and should play out differently in different kinds of congre-
gations and in different regions, but for all of us, big and 
small, urban, suburban and rural, rich and poor, common 
ministry is the real challenge behind the concerns that face 
us all across the board. 

Take our need to attract young adults. Nothing will 
attract them more quickly than the demonstration that we 
are a community of faith that values connection without 
coercion. Well, connection without coercion is the very 
heart and soul of common ministry. The more we live into 
shared ministry and common life as deaneries and across 
commonly held areas of godly passion – for the environ-
ment, for music, for immigration rights, for public educa-
tion, for contemplative prayer, for healthy families, and on 
and on and on – the more we do so from the grass roots, as 
it were – the more our 20 and 30-year-olds will find there is 
a place among us, a place that satisfies their intense hunger 
for community that is accountable but not all that strictly 
defined.

As for college students, every indication is that Generation 
Next values the older generation, and seeks its guidance. 
But, as recent graduates of our own diocesan youth pro-
gram have repeatedly told me, they want a voice at the 
table and the real opportunity to make a difference rather 
than just “fitting in.” Again, they have a deep reverence 
for the past, but they are choosy in this regard. They want 
the best past, not the worst. They want the ancient liturgy 
of the church and the sacraments and the creeds. But they 
don’t want lingering racism, opposition to the ordination 
of women, and the ongoing questioning of gay and lesbian 
communicants as proper Christians. Again, they want con-
nection without coercion – that is, connection with our 
truest and best past.

I would like to take this occasion to note how blessed 
we are with a vibrant, diocesan-wide community of young 
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people – teenagers, undergraduates and 
young adults, who take their own authority 
as Christian ministers seriously and stand 
ready to follow the Lord Jesus wherever he 
leads them. A number of them will be lead-
ing our worship at the close of this session. 
My thanks go to them and to our Director of 
Youth Ministries, Rob Konkol.

Clearly, common ministry speaks to our 
young people. They understand it, they 
embrace it, and they demand it. How does 
it speak to the other main problem facing 
most of our congregations, namely, the cost 
of a priest’s salary package – to say nothing 
of the high cost of seminary? Let me say, 
first of all, that our seminaries are in a period 
of tremendous flux, as the whole church 
reflects on the value of this kind of formation 
for ordained ministry. My own view is that 
a deep, thorough and communal immersion 
in Bible, theology, ethics and church history 
is essential for the formation of priests who 
will be effective resources for the whole 
church. How we will be accomplishing that five, 10 or 15 
years from now is an open question, but it is certain that 
such immersion will not come cheap, and will produce 
priests who will continue to need fair compensation for 
their education and skills. 

What we can begin to do right now, however, is to clarify 
the role of the priesthood in our church in the light of com-
mon ministry. Priests share with their bishop the duty and 
the authority to gather the church wherever they are in 
such a way that the gathered body knows and understands 
the larger reality of which it is a part, that is, the church 
throughout the world, in all times and in all places. Priests 
exercise this office because they, in communion with their 
bishop, have been set aside and ordained expressly to rep-
resent and remind us of that larger body. This explains why 
we reserve the celebration of the Holy Eucharist to bishops 
and priests. The Eucharist is always something we do in 
union with the church universal, and so from the earliest 
times the church as a body has insisted that the celebrant 
of the liturgy be a bishop or one of his or her representa-
tives. Here again, the ancient paradigm is common min-
istry, since the only fundamental role of bishop or priest 
is a reminder of the big picture. Once that’s clear, we can 
think much more easily outside of the box about how best 
to make use of the ministry of priests. Some will continue 
to function primarily within particular congregations, but 
with the understanding that they will be offering themselves 
as Eucharistic presiders – and therefore also as teachers, 
organizers and entrepreneurs – to congregations that don’t 
have access to them on a weekly basis. Others will exercise 
more of a traveling ministry, moving among two or more 
congregations. There may be Sundays when a congregation 
says Morning Prayer instead of celebrating the Eucharist, 
because there is no priest present. But if common ministry 
has been fully lived into, these will be times especially to 
give thanks for the kingdom work that is going on in the 
local church, freely, joyfully, creatively, without benefit of 
clergy – which is how so many of our oldest and most ven-
erable congregations in Southern Ohio began.

Now here let me say something about deacons. The dia-
conate is an ancient gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church, 
and we are privileged to be living in the time of its revival 
as an order of ministry with its own integrity and dignity. 
But we are far from understanding how to use this gift. One 
model in Southern Ohio has been to pair each deacon with 
a congregation. Although many of our congregations have 

benefited greatly from this arrangement, it has inevitably 
encouraged us to regard the local deacon as a substitute 
pastor, especially when he or she is filling in for the priest 
and even, in some cases, distributing communion when he 
or she was not around to celebrate the Eucharist. I am very 
concerned lest a move away from the paradigm of a priest 
for every congregation put added pressure on deacons to 
take up the slack. My own thought is that deacons should 
be freed up to be the essentially maverick order they are, 
circulating among groups of congregations or throughout 
the entire diocese, modeling the ministries of healing, rec-
onciliation, advocacy and general service to the neighbor 
to which we are called as followers of Jesus Christ. Here 
again, common ministry seems to bring the ancient role of 
the deacon back into focus. Just as priests gather the bap-
tized into communion with all other Christians, so deacons 
constantly goad the baptized into ministry, even dispersing 
them for this purpose. 

Clearly, common ministry is a paradigm 
that we will be exploring and living into 
for a long time. For now, three practical 
implementations of it are or will soon be 
underway. First, we are exploring several 
places where a large congregation can part-
ner with a smaller one for the purpose of 
shared ministry and the exchange of spiri-
tual gifts. More on that after the New Year. 
Second, since the key to common ministry 
is the dynamic synergy between the full 
ministry of the baptized and the catalyzing 
function of the ordained, Canon Johanssen 
and Canon Karl Ruttan have developed a 
program for developing mission leadership 
teams at all levels. A mission leadership 
team is a group of four or five lay persons 
raised up in a congregation to provide 
pastoral oversight in collaboration with a 
resident or regularly visiting priest, and with 
the deacon or deacons operating in the area. 
We have recruited seven congregations rep-
resenting a range of sizes and resources to 

participate in this course as a pilot project in 2010 and hope 
to offer it to all interested congregations in 2011. Check 
upcoming editions of the Interchange for news about this. 
Last but not least, I will be working with Deacon Douglas 
Argue, convener of the deacons, and a task force of dea-
cons and others, to prepare a document on the diaconate 
and common ministry. This document will be the focus of 
our deacons’ retreat in May, and will, I hope, issue in new 
guidelines and policies relating to the ministry of deacons 
in this diocese.

Now I’d like to mention some other developments that 
are just cause for celebration. Since common ministry is 
about shared ministry, it is also about our obligation con-
stantly to look outside ourselves, to jump at every oppor-
tunity for collaboration, and to rejoice in the challenges 
that come with being stretched. In regard to collaboration, 
I am extremely pleased to announce that, after seven years 
across town from Diocesan House, Forward Movement is 
moving back onto the third floor, which has lain empty all 
this time. The historical bonds that unite us to this great 
Episcopal publishing house are strong and deep, and we 
are blessed to share space with them again. Their global 
reach will keep us honest about our own commitment to 
the big picture.

As for being stretched, nothing can do that for a diocese 
like a vigorous, two-way relationship with a companion 
diocese on the other side of the world. Thanks to the careful 
work of the Commission on National and World Mission 
and to Paul Rank, its chair, and to your input through a 
year-long process, Southern Ohio has been led to initiate an 
exploratory conversation with the Diocese of Liberia, in the 
hope that we might find it mutually beneficial to enter into 
closer partnership. I am honored to welcome the Rt. Rev. 
Jonathan Hart and his wife Frances into our midst. We are 
looking forward to some reciprocal stretching. Bishop Hart 
will be addressing us later this afternoon.

But looking outside ourselves can also happen close to 
home. I know I speak for everyone here when I say how 
proud I am of our Bishop Suffragan’s election as provision-
al bishop of Pittsburgh. Bishop Price will not be lost to us – 
he continues as Bishop Suffragan of Southern Ohio and will 
be doing about 20 visitations a year here. But I am happy 
that the Procter Fund has been able to join forces with 
Pittsburgh to make it possible for Bishop Price to devote 
his energies to giving our sister diocese the full attention, 
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Below: The Rev. Christopher Richardson carries 
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love and administrative acumen they need in this season 
of healing and rebuilding, and which he is able to offer in 
abundant measure. Please know that you and Mariann will 
be on our hearts and in our prayers.

Now, as you all know, Bishop Price’s ministry in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh means some reshuffling of the visita-
tion schedule after Christmas. But God does not call anyone 
to new ministry without looking after those who are left 
behind as I know many of you can well attend. God has 
seen fit to give us Bishop Nedi Rivera, retiring Bishop 
Suffragan of Olympia, who with her husband is moving to 
Cincinnati in February, and has already agreed to take up 
some of the visitations Bishop Price cannot do. I am look-
ing forward to your delight as you meet Bishop Rivera and 
get to know her. God is gracious indeed. 

I conclude with three announcements, each arising in its 
own way from everything I’ve said so far. 

First, about our beloved Procter Camp & Conference 
Center, faithfully administered by Penny Buckley and 
her staff. As you will recall, our exploration of common 
ministry is funded by a generous grant from the Jessie Ball 
DuPont Foundation. We are focusing on three areas of com-
mon ministry: in congregations, at Procter, and in ministry 
to college campuses and young adults. At the moment, we 
are still focused on congregations, but we will soon begin 
to turn our sights on Procter as a place where common 
ministry is fostered, formed and nurtured – or, as one might 
say – where we deepen our sense of connection with one 
another, with the earth, and with God.  In anticipation of a 
wide-ranging diocesan conversation about Procter, I have 
appointed a task force to assess Procter’s current strengths 
and weaknesses. This task force is chaired by Chris Stires, 
and its other members are the Rev. Craig Foster, John 
Harris, Rob Konkol, the Rev. Eileen O’Reilly, the Rev. 
Robert Rideout, Marilyn Sesler and Randy Young.

Second, Bishop Price’s ministry in Pittsburgh leaves a 
huge hole in a diocesan staff that has already been stretched 
by cuts and a freeze in new hiring. In effect, having gone 
from three canons to two, we are further reducing the 
senior staff by one. This was never my intention or that of 
Diocesan Council, which in its proposed budget for 2010 
meant to maintain our senior staff at its present level, not 
to reduce it further. As proud as I am of 
the ministry Bishop Price is taking up in 
Pittsburgh, I am very concerned about 
our ability to carry on effectively with 
him gone much of the time. To be sure, 
we will be able to keep the ship afloat, 
but will we be able to explore new ter-
ritory, respond to new challenges and 
develop new initiatives?  

Therefore, in order to ensure that we 
do not lose our focus on coordinated mis-
sion efforts as they relate to stewardship, 
evangelism and congregational develop-
ment, I am calling for the creation of a 
Canon for Mission, who will focus on 
diocesan mission initiatives (for instance, 
Latino ministry, collaboration with local 
farmers at Procter and elsewhere, inner 
city work in Cincinnati, Dayton and 
Columbus, campus and young adult min-
istry, and diocesan partnerships in North 
America and abroad). This person would 
also work with congregations in transi-
tion and tend to the care and feeding of 
those in training for mission. 

This position will add nothing to the 
proposed budget for 2010, since it will be 

funded by that portion of the convention budget which will 
be freed up by Bishop Price’s work in Pittsburgh. It will 
be freed up as follows. I have proposed to the trustees of 
the diocese that the difference between Bishop Price’s total 
compensation package and what the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
can pay him be covered by the William Cooper Procter 
Fund, for as long as Bishop Price is serving in Pittsburgh. 
The trustees assure me that this proposal will be favorably 
received at their next meeting in December.

Finally, after much prayer and consultation, I have 
decided that the time has come for Southern Ohio to adjust 
its policy regarding the blessing of same-sex unions. As you 
all know, in the forums that preceded my election as your 
diocesan bishop, I was very clear that I thought the church 
should bless the godly, faithful and life-long union of two 
persons of the same sex. Moreover, my views on this matter 
have been expressed in two published books. So my own 
views will not be a surprise to anyone. At the same time, as 
I also stated in the forums, I do not wish to act in isolation 
from the Episcopal Church. So since I became a bishop I 
have upheld the policy I inherited, which did not permit the 
blessing of same-sex unions under any circumstances. It 
is my view that the recent General Convention resolutions 
D025 and C056 have altered the terrain, by reasserting the 
possibility of godly unions between persons of the same 
sex, and by inviting bishops who have jurisdiction in states 
that have offered some form of civil union to gay and les-
bian couples to exercise “pastoral generosity” in offering 
the church’s public ministrations to such couples. In so 
doing, the Episcopal Church has effectively acknowledged 
that the godly union of two persons of the same sex – by 
which I mean the union of two persons who have vowed 
lifelong fidelity to one another, and accept accountability 
to the faith community as a faithful household – can be 
blessed by the church. I am convinced that in fairness to our 
fellow Episcopalians who have entered into such unions or 
who desire to do so, we must move deliberately toward the 
implementation of a policy that will permit and govern the 
blessings of such unions in Southern Ohio. On this basis, 
I am lifting the prohibition on the blessing of same-sex 
unions in this diocese, effective Easter 2010. 

I am aware that there are some in this diocese who will 

be unhappy with this change in policy, and that there are 
clergy who cannot in good conscience officiate at such 
blessings. It is important to underscore that no priest 
within the Diocese will be under any obligation – now or 
at any time – to perform such blessings, and the position of 
those who wish not to perform any such blessings will be 
respected and honored. I wish to do whatever I can to allay 
any fears on this score.

Although it will take some time to work out all the details 
of this policy, here are a few parameters which I will be 
imposing from the outset. No blessing of a same-sex union 
shall occur without my written permission. I will consider 
each request individually and will require 60 days notice 
in each case. I expect that at least one of the two persons 
seeking a blessing within this church will be a confirmed or 
received Episcopalian in good standing, and that adequate 
counseling with the officiating priest (or an agreed-upon 
substitute) will be required prior to the blessing. I acknowl-
edge that these requirements may seem discriminatory to 
some. They are however necessary at the present time, in 
order that I may exercise pastoral oversight as we venture 
into this new territory for the diocese. Similarly, I will be 
expecting parish priests who wish to perform such blessings 
to engage in significant conversation with the congregation 
or congregations they serve before they move in this direc-
tion. In asking for this, I do not intend in any way to suggest 
that the appropriate exercise of the priesthood is subject to 
any other oversight than that of the bishop’s, but to ensure 
this policy be a matter of open conversation, and that all 
local voices be heard. 

In any case, no blessings of same-sex unions will be 
permitted before Easter 2010. This will give me time to 
finalize the policy and answer the many questions that are 
sure to arise.  I have appointed a group of advisors to help 
me in this task. It should not be assumed that any of these 
people is happy with this policy as I have laid it out. They 
are simply a group of clergy and laypersons who have been 
kind enough to offer their wisdom and perspective. They 
are: the Rev. Eileen O’Reilly, the Rev. Douglas Argue, 
the Rev. Pam Elwell, the Rev. Canon George Hill, Nanci 
Koepke, Gail Payne, Joe Dehner, the Rev. A.J. Stack, Lisa 
Wharton, the Rev. Trevor Babb, the Rev. Bill Carroll, Marti 

Rideout and Don Reed. 
So there it is. Many new challenges 

lie before us, but also many new pos-
sibilities.

I have suggested that common minis-
try is ultimately about connection with-
out coercion. Or we might say, free-
dom in connection. Surely, the more we 
extend our common life in Christ, the 
more we will taste the perfect freedom 
that lies in serving God and one another 
with no strings attached, no attachment 
to pedigree, no fear of fresh perspectives 
from unexpected quarters, no agenda 
save to be close to Jesus, who leads us 
anywhere and everywhere. May his light 
guide us, may his splendor irradiate us, 
may his star rising within us offer hope, 
in and through us, to a waiting world.

Please pray with me.
Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity 

which never fails, that it may burn in 
us and shed its light on those around us, 
and that by its brightness we may have a 
vision of that holy City, where dwells the 
true and never-failing light, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

Penny Nixon, Christ Church, Dayton, and Gwen Browning, St. Mark’s, Dayton, work at an exhibit 
highlighting a Dayton area youth mission trip to New Orleans. Photo by Megan Murray.
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Elected to leadership positions:
Budget Committee
Class of ’12: George Glazier
Diocesan Council 
Class of ’12
Three lay: Helen Davis, John MacKellar, Gayland Trim
Two presbyters: John Brandenburg, Leslie Flemming
Diocesan Review Committee
Lay, Class of ’12: Elizabeth Barker
Clergy, Class of ’12: Stockton Wulsin
Ecclesiastical Trial Court
Clergy, Class of ’12: Bill Carroll
Episcopal Community Services Foundation
Class of ’12: Lauren (Cuff) Faller, Dan Fulton, 
  Bill Nelson
Standing Committee
Lay, Class of ’12: Debby Stokes
Presbyter, Class of ’12: Jackie Matisse
Trustee of the Church Foundation
Class of ’14: Karen Burnard
Trustee of the Diocese
Class of ’14: Sallie Schisler

Approved:
Budget: Convention approved the 2010 Operating 

Budget of $3,898,505. This includes $804,570 for The 
Episcopal Church Assessment for 2010.

Special Resolutions: Convention approved the dis-
solution of relationship (official closing) of St. Paul’s, 
Columbus, and St. Paul’s, Martins Ferry. Delegates also 
welcomed the creation of the newly merged congrega-
tions of St. Paul’s, Martins Ferry and Trinity, Bellaire. 
The name of this merged group is Holy Trinity, Bellaire. 
St. Paul’s Outreach Center continues to operate in 
Martin’s Ferry.

Canons/Constitutional Changes: Delegates approved 
four changes. The first two extended to deacons eligibil-
ity to run for Diocesan Council and Standing Committee. 
Heretofore, only presbyters were eligible for nomination 
and/or election. The Standing Committee composition is 
governed by the Constitution, which requires two read-
ings. Canonical changes, such as extending eligibility of 
deacons to serve on Diocesan Council, require only one 
reading. 

Convention also extended voting rights to clergy of 
other denominations that are in full-communion and serv-
ing in Episcopal congregations. 

The final measure clarified that all church property is 
held in trust for The Episcopal Church and the diocese.  
This so-called “Dennis Canon” mirrors the canons of The 
Episcopal Church.

Resolutions:  
All approved without amendment.

>R09-1 The Episcopal Church Witness with 
Immigrants in Southern Ohio

Resolved, that the 135th Convention of the Diocese 
of Southern Ohio affirm the 76th General Convention 
Resolution B006, “Immigration: Economic Implications,” 
and commend it to the study of each congregation; and be 
it further

Resolved, that the 135th Convention specifically call 

for termination of any programs allowing or funding local 
agencies to enforce immigration law, and the return of that 
enforcement to federal immigration agents, leaving local 
law enforcement agencies and their resources the work of 
investigating and preventing crime to keep communities 
safe; and be it further

Resolved, that the 135th Convention of the Diocese 
of Southern Ohio communicate this resolution and B006 
to the Governor, Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, and 
Attorney General of the State of Ohio; and that each con-
gregation be encouraged to communicate the same to their 
state legislators and local law enforcement agencies. 

>R09-2 A resolution supporting water and energy 
conservation and restricting the use of commercially 
bottled water

Resolved, that the 135th Convention of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio concur with the 76th General Convention 
and ask the congregations to restrict, when feasible, the 
use of commercially bottled water at diocesan conventions 
and at other church-sponsored activities, because of the 
extreme negative environmental impact that attends its 
production; and be it further   

Resolved, that we in the Diocese of Southern Ohio be 
encouraged to practice simple energy and water conser-
vation techniques so that, by working together, we may 
restore the beauty of God’s creation and ensure that this 
resource may again be available to all God’s children in 
abundance from generation to generation. 

> R09-3 A resolution regarding a companion rela-
tionship with the Episcopal Church of Liberia

Resolved, that the Diocese of Southern Ohio enters 
into a year of discernment with the Episcopal Church of 
Liberia to determine the nature of a companion relation-
ship between the two dioceses and be it further,

Resolved, that the National & World Mission 
Commission lead this effort of discernment from the per-
spective of diocese and be it further,

Resolved, that commission bring before the 2010 con-
vention a resolution recommending action regarding a com-
panion relationship between the Diocese of Southern Ohio 
and the Episcopal Church of Liberia and be it further,

Resolved, that this relationship be built upon mutual 
respect and understanding.

>R09-4 A Resolution to endorse The Earth Charter
Resolved, that the 135th Convention of the Diocese of 

Southern Ohio concur with the 76th General Convention 
in endorsing The Earth Charter, including its Preamble, 
and be it further 

Resolved, that the 135th Convention encourage congre-
gations, agencies and individual members to seek under-
standing of and inspiration from The Earth Charter, and to 
take actions consonant with The Earth Charter. 

 
>R09-5 A Resolution regarding the selection of mem-
bers of Diocesan Council

Resolved, that the Bishop and Diocesan Council appoint 
a committee charged with bringing to the 136th Convention 
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio a revision of Canon XII, 
Sections 2 and 3, proposing a procedure for choosing 
Council members that will reflect a more equitable repre-
sentation of the congregations in all geographic areas of 
the diocese. 

New initiatives 
Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal shared several new initia-

tives for the Diocese of Southern Ohio in his convention 
address. Here are some highlights:

Forward Movement returns to Diocesan House: Under 
the leadership of Bishop Henry Wise Hobson, Forward 
Movement was established “to reinvigorate the life of the 
church and to rehabilitate its general, parochial and diocesan 
work.” Nearly 75 years later, the goal of Forward Movement’s 
ministry continues. 

Publisher of Day by Day devotionals and other books, 
Forward Movement was housed on the third floor of Diocesan 
House until seven years ago. Their return to Diocesan House 
in January is a sign of renewed partnership, drawing upon 
the legacy of the historic bonds between Southern Ohio and 
Forward Movement. 

And “their global reach will keep us honest about our 
own commitment to the big picture,” said Bishop Thomas E. 
Breidenthal.

Procter Task Force: The Procter Camp & Conference 
Center will play an important role in the continuing discus-
sions about common  ministry. Bishop Breidenthal envisions 
Procter “as a place where common ministry is fostered, 
formed and nurtured – or, as one might say – where we 
deepen our sense of connection with one another, with the 
earth, and with God.” As part of the conversation about com-
mon ministry, he appointed a task force to assess Procter’s 
current strengths and weaknesses and to work with the Board 
of Managers to develop a strategic plan. 

Call for a canon for mission: In October, the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh elected Bishop Kenneth L. Price’s to serve for 
a year or two as their provisional bishop. Although Bishop 
Price will remain bishop suffragan for Southern Ohio, he will 
spend the majority of his time in Pittsburgh (He will con-
tinue to serve on some commissions and carry on a limited 
visitation schedule in Ohio). To support this ministry and the 
rebuilding of our sister diocese, the Procter Fund is picking 
up a portion of Bishop Price’s salary. 

His absence though leaves a significant hole in the admin-
istration and ministry carried out by diocesan staff. Bishop 
Breidenthal called for the hiring of a new canon for mission. 
This position will be paid from the salary budgeted for Bishop 
Price – and will not increase the 2010 diocesan budget. 
The new canon for mission will focus on diocesan mission 
initiatives (for instance, Latino ministry, collaboration with 
local farmers at Procter and elsewhere, inner city work in 
Cincinnati, Dayton and Columbus, campus and young adult 
ministry, and diocesan partnerships in North America and 
abroad). The canon also will assist the bishop in transition 
and deployment as well as the care of seminarians. Bishop 
Breidenthal hopes to have this person on staff in early 2010. 

Blessing of same-sex unions: Bishop Breidenthal 
announced that he was changing the diocesan policy and 
would allow the blessing of same-sex unions, starting in 
Easter 2010. Some parameters for the blessings include: 
• No blessing of a same-sex union shall occur without 

written permission of the bishop. 
• Requests must be sent 60 days in advance. 
• At least one of the two persons seeking a blessing must 

be a confirmed or received Episcopalian in good standing.
• Adequate counseling with the officiating priest (or an 

agreed-upon substitute) will be required prior to the blessing.
• No priest is under any obligation – now or at any time – to 

perform such blessings, and the position of those who wish not 
to perform any such blessings will be respected and honored. 
Bishop Breidenthal has formed a task force to assist in further 
developing the policy.  

Decisions of the 135th Convention
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Carl Freeman, a high school senior and 
member of Redeemer, Hyde Park, offered 
this witness of the importance of youth min-
istry in his life. 

I’m Carl Freeman, and youth ministry has 
changed my life.

The life of a teenager is that of turmoil—
joy and darkness, rapidly changing influ-
ences, stresses, insecurities, angst. We are 
afloat—afloat in a chaotic sea. Aren’t we 
drama queens?

But, in all seriousness, looking at it all—
we’re a bit depressing, and, thus, have a bit 
of a negative view on life. That’s where I was 
this past school year.

Youth ministry has been a part of me even 
before I was brought into this world. Thanks 
to the Rev. Bruce Freeman, it was etched into 
my future. For the majority of my life, it had no 
place affecting my day to day. It was kind of a 
fun activity with fun people, fun games/activi-

ties, and cute girls. I did not 
realize it was to be the boat 
in my chaotic sea of a life.

A few summers ago, 
my church, the Church of 
the Redeemer, Cincinnati, 
sent a few youth, along 
with a plethora of type 
As, and my dad to 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras to 

visit the orphanage and vocational schools 
we sponsor. Known as El Hogar, it has been 
quite an important ministry for the church.

I went down to the agricultural school 
with a few cliché tourist phrases in mind 
and a frustratingly bitter attitude. Keep in 
mind I’m a jolly fellow—but, deep down 
I felt ineffectual and a little ignorant. The 
other youth went dancing about with the 
boys—I played along, it was fun—but I just 
felt like I should be out in the fields, tending 
to stock and using a machete on the dense 

grass. What was I to them? Wrong, wrong, 
wrong, Carl!

I was playing checkers with one of the 
Honduran boys, Carlos, and having a won-
derfully ridiculous conversation with the 
help of our bilingual guide about fruit or 
something when randomly I asked, “Carlos, 
are—are we boring to you guys? Do we 
come down here and bore you?” 

He immediately, no hesitation, stern-face 
responded, “No, Carl.” Then in Spanish, 
“You are not always here, but when you are, 
you are the light of God for us—when you 
are not, everything we do here represents 
the love between us.” WHAM! Although 
I was overwhelmed at the moment, Carlos 
changed something in me.

Nothing I can do or not do can undo the 
love that our church has shown these boys 
and vice versa. Nothing can separate this 
love.

Every youth ministry activity, program—

whether it’s Procter, Exodus, convention—
it’s all a reaffirmation of a love I did not 
understand until Carlos threw it at me. At 
Procter as well as these other programs, we 
treat each other as demigods—we love each 
other soooo much! Through my church’s 
ministry, through their faith that I would find 
something in Central America, I found a 
love that pervades youth ministry: a love that 
should infiltrate the lives of every youth—
God’s love. We are all on this boat together, 
nothing can separate us. To keep it short, let 
me finish off with a portion from Romans 8.

“I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor school, nor stress, nor girlfriends, 
nor boyfriends, nor college applications, nor 
bad hair days, nor anything else in all cre-
ation will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Amen.

By Richelle Thompson

inTeRchange ediToR

Long a vital part of the safety net of 
Belmont County, St. Paul’s, Martins Ferry, 
was on life support. Spreadsheets of the 
budget, attendance records and forecasts 
for their endowment all bore out the same 
result: The congregation in Southeast Ohio 
would run out of money by about 2012 if 
they did nothing. 

The congregation of about 12 to 15 on 
any given Sunday had four choices: Close 
immediately. Keep going until the money 
ran out. Explore a merger with a nearby 
Lutheran congregation. Or explore a merger 
with Trinity, Bellaire. 

The people of St. Paul’s decided that an 
Episcopal presence—and social outreach 
– in their community was too important 
to let disappear. So in April 2008, they 
approached Trinity about a merger. Eighteen 
months later, the two congregations have 
merged into one worshipping body. They 
settled on a new name, established a new 
outreach center and began weaving into one 
community traditions from each congrega-
tion. At the 135th convention of the Diocese 
of Southern Ohio, delegates approved the 
administrative function of officially closing 
St. Paul’s, Martins Ferry and honored the 
newly formed Holy Trinity, Bellaire. 

“The main lesson for me was that these 
sort of situations work best when they come 
from the bottom up,” said the Rev. John 
Brandenburg, mission of the cluster. “This 
was the congregations’ initiative that made 
this work.”

Still, the journey to merger wasn’t with-

out careful planning and some challenges.
For 102 years, Martins Ferry and Bellaire 

– only five miles apart – have waged a 
fierce rivalry between football teams. If a 
team only won a single game, it was a still 
regarded a winning season if that game was 
against their rival. 

But St. Paul’s and Trinity had a history of 
working together, from their membership in 
a tri-parish relationship in the 1970s to their 
work as part of the East Central Ohio cluster. 
St. Paul’s vestry considered and accepted 
the request for merger. Then they began the 
work of bringing together two worshipping 
communities, each with a more than 125-
year history. 

Brandenburg and the Rev. Derrick Fetz, a 
priest resident serving the cluster then, devel-

oped a process called “Gathering, Growing, 
Going.” At the first meeting, members of 
each congregation created a timeline about 
significant events in the life of their church 
and presented the timeline to each other. 

“They realized they had been more often 
in relationship than not,” said Brandenburg. 
“They discovered they shared common 
goals and common missions.” When Bishop 
Kenneth L. Price Jr. made his episcopal visi-
tation on the first Sunday in Advent in 2008, 
the timeline scrolls were placed on the altar as 
an offering and symbol of a united future. 

At another of their joint meetings, mem-
bers of both congregations determined that 
the facility of St. Paul’s offered a vital 
ministry to the community of Martins Ferry. 
The people decided to create the St. Paul’s 

Outreach Center. Today, it is home to a 
preschool, the Martins Ferry Ministerial 
Association Food Pantry, the Ohio Benefit 
Bank, the Mid-Ohio Food Bank Outreach 
Office and AA meetings. Starting in January, 
the facility will hold weekly healing ser-
vices. Meanwhile, the church in Bellaire 
became the primary place of worship and a 
growing Sunday School program. 

“There are a few places where we stum-
ble,” said Carol Goclan, a member of the 
merger steering committee. “But mostly 
we’re doing really well.”

The people of St. Paul’s had to deal with 
feeling like the Trinity facility wasn’t their 
church, she said. And the people of Trinity 
had to give up some control and welcome the 
newest members of their church family with 
open arms. They worked together to develop 
new bylaws and set up a mission council with 
representation from both congregations.

Then came the hardest part: Deciding 
upon a name. 

The names of their congregations became 
“symbolic of them giving up their identity,” 
said Brandenburg. “Neither group wanted to 
do that willingly, but they knew for the sake 
of the merger that it would be better to come 
up with something new.” After several dis-
cussions and proposals, they finally settled 
on Holy Trinity.

When the football game between the two 
rival schools rolled around, members of 
the new congregation figured out another 
compromise: Half of the parish hall was 
decorated in purple and white for Martins 
Ferry, the other half was red and black for 
Bellaire. And everyone talked during coffee 
hour about the game.

Reflection: Nothing can separate us from the love of God

Congregations embrace merger, new vitality

The Rev. John Brandenburg presents to convention delegates a timeline of the merger of 
St. Paul’s, Martins Ferry, and Trinity, Bellaire, into one worshipping congregation of Holy 
Trinity. Also pictured are from left, Colleen Willis, Marian Brandenburg and Kathy Whitacre.
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Two new programs were announced at convention to 
assist congregations and support the mission and ministry of 
the churches in Southern Ohio. They are:

PledgeConnect: With the financial support of the diocese, 
the Stewardship and Development Commission has devel-
oped a low-cost plan for congregations to provide the abil-
ity to donate online. This program can be used for pledges, 
memorial gifts, building campaigns or other types of gifts. 
With people increasingly paying bills online, “we need to 
provide a variety of payment methods to meet the needs of 
all our parishioners,” said Bishop Breidenthal in a letter of 

support for the program. 
The diocese will pay the initial set-up cost for each congre-

gation. Monthly costs of between $25-$75 and a percentage 
for processing fees are borne by the congregation. To learn 
more, visit www.pledgeconnect.com or contact: Jim Edgy, 
co-chair, at jedgy@cinci.rr.com or Dick Tuttle, co-chair, at 
rtuttle@suddenlink.net.

Procter retreats: A task force appointed by Bishop 
Breidenthal has been looking at the operations of our camp 
and conference center. The goal of that group is to increase 
the vitality and viability of the center. One of the first goals 

is to establish a stronger connection between Procter and 
every member of the diocese. This initiative enables every 
congregation to have access to the Procter center for a vestry 
retreat or other organizational meeting at a charge that the 
congregation determines is affordable. A congregation may 
apply for a yearly grant from the Procter Board of Managers 
that will pay the difference between the standard center rates 
and what the congregation feels it can afford. 

With this initiative, the board hopes to achieve 100% use 
of the Procter center by every congregation. Grant forms are 
available online at www.diosohio.org, keyword: Procter.

By Richelle Thompson

inTeRchange ediToR

Delegates at convention unanimously passed 
a resolution calling for the Diocese of Southern 
Ohio and the Episcopal Church of Liberia to spend 
the next year in discussion and discernment about 
whether to move into a full companion relation-
ship. The two dioceses have strong ties particu-
larly through the outreach of Partners in Ministry in 
Liberia, which provides scholarships for students as 
well as other support.  

This year of discernment comes after extended 
exploration within the Diocese of Southern Ohio. 
Starting with the Mission 
Convocation in 2008, 
the National and World 
Mission Commission led 
a process of establishing 
guidelines and expecta-
tions for a companion rela-
tionship. The group solic-
ited nominations from the 
people of the diocese and 
then worked with Bishop 
Thomas E. Breidenthal to 
narrow the list. 

Liberian Bishop Jonathan 
Hart and his wife Frances 
attended the convention and 
a special reception in their 
honor at Christ Church, 
Glendale. In an address to 
delegates, Bishop Hart encouraged the diocese to see 
the many benefits of such a relationship – for both 
Liberia and for Southern Ohio. 

“The Episcopal Church of Liberia would like to open 
up to you to share and exchange, while improving our 
lives, our image, and our hopes and dreams that the 
Episcopal Church of Liberia can live again,” said Bishop 
Hart. “We don’t want to be just on the receiving side 
because we too have something to give. Many of our 
people had hosts in the diaspora and lived in countries 
that preached a different Gospel from what we believe. 
We need to bring them back. You can help strengthen 
our arms as we reach out to returning ‘refugees’ and ‘lost 

members.’ ” Bishop Hart offered some 
suggestions on ways the two dioceses 
could build a companion relationship, 
from sharing experiences in various min-
istries to hosting exchanges of teachers, 
doctors and other professionals. 

A companion relationship offers an opportunity 
to “rekindle the spirit of frontiership” in Liberia and 
in Southern Ohio, he said. 

Further, “both the Diocese of Liberia and the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio can offer opportunities 
for clergy growth and for people in lay ministry to 
spend quality time on both sides of the Atlantic, in 
ministry and fellowship,” said Bishop Hart.

The National and World Mission Commission 
will lead the year of discernment for the Diocese 
of Southern Ohio. To be involved or to learn more, 
contact Paul Rank, chair of the commission, at 
paulrank@cinci.rr.com.

Help for congregations

southern ohio, liberia enter  
year of discernment, possible relationship

Bishop Jonathan Hart shared in his address to delegates three 
key challenges facing the Episcopal Church of Liberia. 
Churches: The traditional idea of rotating the venue for the annual convention has 
helped greatly in profiling (and reconstructing to some extent) parishes, especially 
in the rural areas. Where resources are limited and manpower short, the need has 
proven more challenging than ever. We are losing membership to other churches, 
mainly because of our lack of edifices – and sometimes, they provide food.
Priests: Adequate housing and renumeration for priests will attract more priests 
into the rural areas. Many of our priests are sometimes forced to reside with 
“friendly” Muslim hosts to be able to survive in the areas where we send them. 
Rectories must be rebuilt or rehabilitated. 
Schools: An ever-growing population coupled with the fast-spreading Islamic 
religion makes it mandatory that the Church pursues its mandate for evangelism 
through parochial schools. Old ones must be rebuilt, and new ones constructed 
and provided with teachers and staff who are adequately renumerated and pro-
vided tools and equipment for work. Dormitories provide homes for girls who would 
otherwise be married off at very young ages.

Southern Ohio-Liberia connections
St. Matthew’s, Westerville: The congrega-
tion houses PIMIL (Partners in Ministry in 
Liberia), which is supported also by St. John’s, 
Worthington, and other congregations and 
individuals around the United States. This year, 
PIMIL provided scholarships for more than 100 
students, from elementary to college age. 
Every year, the congregation celebrates 
Liberian Independence Day on July 26. This year, the Rev. Abeosah Flemister, a 
native of Liberia, taught members how to make elaborate head dresses, and the 
book club read The House at Sugar Beach as a way to deepen understanding 
about Liberian culture. 
Christ Church, Glendale: The Rev. Laura Chace uncovered this connection with 
Liberia. She writes, “The Rev. Elwood L. (“Si”) Haines, rector of Christ Church, 
Glendale from 1931-1937, began his priesthood as a missionary in Liberia (1920-
1924). Before coming to Glendale, he was rector at Trinity Church in Bethlehem, PA 
and for three years Executive Secretary of the Diocese of North Carolina. When he 
left Christ Church, it was to take the position of Dean at Christ Church Cathedral in 
Louisville, KY. In 1944, he was elected Bishop of Iowa. 
While in Glendale, Haines invited a missionary colleague with whom he had served 
in Liberia to give a talk at Christ Church. The speaker, the Rev. Robert Dickerson, 
inspired Van Ness Allen to venture into the mission field. Allen went to the Episcopal 
Mission at Robertsport, an American-Liberian town in the Vai country. He told of his 
experiences in his book I Found Liberia, published on his return. The book, pub-
lished in 1939, was found in the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County. 
Newark: According to published histories of Liberia, one of the early presidents of the 
country was born in Newark, Ohio. Edward James Roye – a descendent of the Ibo tribe 
in Nigeria – was born in Newark in 1815. He left for Liberia in 1846 and became presi-
dent in 1870. His tenure was brief and, according to some accounts, scandalous. He 
died a mysterious death in the country’s capital of Monrovia in 1872.

E.J. Rowe, born in Newark, Ohio, 
is pictured on the 5-dollar bill of 
the Liberian currency.

Above: Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal 
displays a gift of a handmade cope 
and mitre, given by Bishop Jonathan 
and Frances Hart and the people of the 
Episcopal Church of Liberia.
Left: Liberian Bishop Jonathan Hart holds 
a gift from Southern Ohio, a seal of the 
diocese.  Photos by Julie Murray
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Deanery volunteer Tom Todd collects ballots 
from the convention floor.

Delegates follow along as the youth lead Friday worship with lively songs. Delegates and guests roam the exhibit hall. 

The Rev. Rob Willmann waits for his 
ballot to be collected during voting

Delegates 
switched tables to 
meet new people 
from around the 
diocese during 
Bible study.

Photos by 
Julie Murray 
and Richelle 
Thompson

The youth lead convention in worship and song on Friday.

Bethany School 
students work as 

pages to the 
convention on 
Friday. Here a 

student collects 
ballots from the 
convention floor.

The Bethany School choir sings during the con-
vention Eucharist on Saturday.

Bishop 
Breidenthal 
delivers 
the sermon 
during the 
Saturday 
Eucharist. He 
is wearing 
a chausible 
that was a 
gift from 
the Rt. Rev. 
Jonathan 
Hart and the 
people of the 
Episcopal 
Church of 
Liberia.

The National & World Mission Commission hosted a reception in honor of 
Liberian Bishop Jonathan Hart and his wife, Frances. Members include the 
Rev. David Kendall-Sperry, Jim Heathcote and the Rev. Trevor Babb.

Bishop Kenneth L. Price Jr. thanks Pat 
Ellertson of St. John’s, Cambridge, for 
her faithful service to the diocese.

The Rev. Abeosah Flemister and Frances Hart join a friend at a reception 
before convention.



A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.

Gretchen Hirsch of St. Mark, Columbus, has published 
her first novel, titled  Back Again to Me. An accomplished 
non-fiction writer, Hirsch has published six non-fiction books, 
including a biography of legendary Oklahoma football coach 
Bud Wilkinson.

Marsha Dutton, Good Shepherd, Athens, has been named 
to a three-year term on the Faith and Order Commission of the 
Ohio Council of Churches.

Max Carney, Good Shepherd, Athens, has been elected 
as president of the freshman class at Federal Hocking High 
School. Way to go!

N
O
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Cincinnati West
Christ Church, Glendale, recently held an International 

Heritage celebration dinner. Everyone was asked to bring a 
dish from their country of origin.

St. James, Westwood, raised more than $3,000 for out-
reach ministry at their Octoberblest fundraiser. The evening 
was filled with music, good cheer, food and fun. Celtic Band 
Gallagher’s Ramble provided the rousing music, and St. 
James rector Dave Halt and his wife Amy also performed.

Columbus
Twelve missionaries from St. John, Worthington, traveled 

to Tegucigalpa, Honduras in October to work, live and play 
with the children of El Hogar ministries. They visited with 
more than 250 children in three residential schools while 
working on projects and conducting creative art classes. 
They also were able to purchase clothing for 30 of the stu-
dents, some of whom had never owned a new pair of shoes.

A Christmas Eve service at St. Patrick, Dublin, will fea-
ture an original play by parishioner Sarah Bell. A high school 
senior, Bell wrote the play using a traditional Christmas pag-
eant as a starting point, and then created an exploration of the 
hopes, dreams and fears of not only Mary and Joseph, but of 
the actors playing them as well. The play will be performed 
at the 8 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. For more informa-
tion, contact St. Patrick’s at 614.766.2664.

St. Mark, Columbus, rector Paul St. Germain will host 
an afternoon workshop of appetizer shortcuts, featuring the 
secret ingredient “culinary duct tape,” on Dec. 5 from 2 to 5 
p.m. at St. Mark’s. There will be lots of samples to share, so 
a $5 donation is requested to cover the cost of the food. For 
more information or to reserve a spot, contact St. Germain at 
614.486.9452 ext. 302.

Learning that is exciting and fun is the goal of a new pro-
gram at St. John, Columbus, for elementary-aged children 
from the congregation and the neighborhood. The Saturday 
Adventure Club, which began in November, also will be held 
each Saturday during January, March and May from 10 a.m. to 
noon. The program integrates science, social studies, math and 
reading skills to help improve student achievement in school. 
On one Saturday of the month, the group will travel to the 
Center of Science and Industry (COSI) in downtown Columbus 
to explore the exhibits related to the subject for the month. COSI 
is providing free admission passes to the program, which will 
make it possible to all children to participate.

Dayton
The Dayton Deanery Advent Women’s retreat, Sacred 

Journey: An Advent Pilgrimage, was held in November 
at the Maria Stein retreat center. The retreat focused on 
the study of Jesus’ female lineage, including Ruth, Rahab, 
Bathsheba, Tamar and Mary. The retreat was led by the Rev. 
Jane Gerdsen and the Rev. Mary Slenski.

Miami River
The IHL (I Hate Litter) volunteers at Holy Trinity, 

Oxford, spend time each week picking up the assorted ciga-
rette butts, paper plates and beer cans that litter the quarter 
block surrounding Holy Trinity. Dedicated volunteers come 
in at 7:45 each Sunday morning to quickly tidy up the block 
before the 8 a.m. service.

A sukkah (also known as a tabernacle, or booth) was erect-
ed over the altar at St. Anne, West Chester on the Sunday 
preceding Thanksgiving. As commanded in Deuteronomy 
and Leviticus, the Israelites built booths in the fields and 
dwelt in them each year for a week to recall their depen-
dence on God and remember their deliverance from slavery 
in Egypt and safety in the wilderness. The ancient Hebrew 
festival Sukkoth is the forerunner of our modern celebration 
of Thanksgiving. During the Sukkoth, the first offerings of 
the fall harvest were offered at the temple and the week-long 
festival culminated with the reading and celebration of the 
Torah. At St. Anne’s, parishioners place offerings of food 
donations for the local food pantry beneath the sukkah during 
the celebration of the Eucharist.

Every October, the Daughters of the King at St. Francis, 
Springboro, mail care packages to the college students and 
those in the military that are living away from home. The 
packages remind those absent from their families that they 
are missed, loved and appreciated by their parish family.

Northeast
The Sunday School teachers at Holy Trinity, Bellaire, 

have started a program each Sunday morning before class 
starts. “Motivational Morning Munchies” is a program 
designed to give all children in the church a healthy breakfast 
and a chance to interact and play with their friends before the 
learning begins. Parishioners have been donating both food 
and money to ensure that the program is a success. 

St. James, Zanesville, presents “With Sweet Rejoicing: 
welcome winter,” a concert by the Magpie Consort on Dec. 

6 at 4 p.m. The 20-voice consort will perform traditional 
winter songs, Celtic and Latvian carols, Estonian lullabies, 
an African piece about Bethlehem, renaissance delights and 
much more! Admission is free but donations will be cheer-
fully accepted. For more information, call 740.453.9459.

Northwest
Walkers at St. Paul, Greenville, raised more than $250 for 

this year’s Crop Walk. Walling for St. Paul’s were Mara Cox, 
Tony and Joy Fidler, Don and Judy Fitzgerald and Howard 
Hemmerly. Way to go!

Ohio River
The Tweens Fellowship from Church of the Redeemer, 

Hyde Park and the Hyde Park Community United Methodist 
Church will present a live nativity on Dec. 20 from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. The walk-thru scene, to be held at Hyde Park 
Community Methodist, will feature live animals, hot 
chocolate and Christmas carols. This event is not to be 
missed! The church is located at 1345 Grace Ave. in Hyde 
Park. For more information or directions, call Redeemer at 
513.321.6700.

A “Try It, You May Like It,” gospel meditation takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Calvary, Clifton. Participants 
find a restful, holy place, relax and open themselves to and 
share their concerns with God. They read the Gospel lesson 
for Sunday, and put themselves in the lesson, feeling the 
place and hearing the sounds and the words, then meditate 
on what they have experienced and offer a prayer. The men’s 
study group at Calvary have successfully used this exercise 
for over a year and were so blessed by it that they are sharing 
their experience with other parishioners by starting a second 
group. For more information about the gospel meditation 
group, contact Calvary at 513.861.4437.

 
Scioto River

St. Paul, Chillicothe, was part of the History and Mystery 
tour of downtown Chillicothe sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters in October. The walking tour featured the 
churches and buildings on the Main Street corridor.

St. Andrew, Washington Court House, is pairing up with 
Job and Family Services to provide Thanksgiving food 
baskets to 20 needy families in the area. This is an annual 
event at St. Andrew’s to help the less fortunate folks in their 
community.
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scholar’s corner

What I usually tell Baptists (and other 
Protestants like them) is that we Anglicans 
are not under the Pope and that our clergy 
can marry. This is a very minimal answer, but 
it does explain the common perception that 
we are very much like Roman Catholics (cer-
tainly from a Baptist perspective), yet we are 
not Roman Catholics. One of the most obvi-
ous ways we are different is that most of our 
clergy are married with children (and more 
recently, many of them are women).

If the Baptist wants to learn more, I usually 
say that Anglicans are not required to assent 
to doctrines like the Immaculate Conception 
and the Bodily Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, as Roman Catholics are, since 
there is no basis for either belief in the Bible. 
We have this position because, as close to the 
Roman Catholic Church as we are in some 
ways, we are nevertheless the product of the 

English Reformation and have been influ-
enced by both Lutheranism and Calvinism 
(which, though similar, are distinguishable 
and on some points, in conflict).

One of the main features of the Protestant 
Reformation was the primacy or even the 
supremacy of the Bible as an authority, so 
that the Christianity of each age and indi-
vidual theological positions and practices 
are to be judged by how true they are to the 
New Testament. 

Luther’s “take” was that beliefs and prac-
tices are O.K. if they do not conflict with the 
Bible and especially the New Testament’s 
message of justification by faith. The 
Calvinistic tradition had more the attitude 
that if no warrant or precedent can be found 
in the Bible for something, it is to be rejected. 
As I have mentioned before, that was the 
reason for Calvinists ripping pipe organs out 

of churches, since pipe 
organs are not men-
tioned in the Bible.

There always 
has been something 
of a tug-of-war in 
Anglicanism between 
the Lutheran tendency 
and the Calvinistic 
one, but ultimately the 
Lutheran attitude pre-
vailed on the issue of 
pipe organs (Episcopal 

churches generally have 
them). And I would say that the Lutheran ten-
dency has been dominant in the Episcopal 
Church lately. The Holy Communion service 
in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer is, for 
example, quite similar to the current Lutheran 
service (though not word-for-word the same). 
And there is a recognition among Lutheran 
and Anglican scholars that on almost all 
issues our theology is the same, though we 
sometimes use different vocabulary. 

The only area of difference is in the 
understanding of ordination and the fact that 

Lutheran churches (except in Sweden) have 
not had bishops in apostolic succession pre-
siding over dioceses.

In 2001 the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA) and the Episcopal 
Church in the U.S. entered into a relation-
ship of “full communion” in which clergy 
and laity may move freely between the two 
churches.

All this goes to say that, as close as we are 
to Roman Catholicism, we are really closer 
to Lutherans. The Lutheran Reformation 
happened in Germany and the Anglican 
Reformation in England, so there are cul-
tural differences, but basically both tradi-
tions came out at about the same place. So I 
guess you could say we Anglicans are a kind 
of English Lutherans and Lutherans are sort 
of German-Scandinavian Anglicans. Try out 
this explanation on your Baptist friends, and 
let me know how it goes!

 Questions about the Bible or other religious 
subjects may be sent to 2146 Cameron Ave, 
Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at gar-

tigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

The Rev. 
William G.
GaRTiG

ecumenical bishop, deputy responds to Vatican statement

Fort Worth ordains first female priest
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When people ask me about the Episcopal Church and what 
it believes, what should I say? How can I explain who or what 
we are, especially to Baptists and other Protestants who think 
we’re mostly (Roman) Catholic? 

The Vatican’s recent announcement that it would make it easier for 
entire congregations of Anglicans to enter the Roman Catholic Church has 
troubled many. It is too early to see what this policy will give rise to, but I 
commend to you the following statement by the Rt. Rev. Christopher Epting, 
the Episcopal Church’s retiring Bishop for Ecumenical Relations. 

~ Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal. 

“Now that the full text of the Vatican’s “Apostolic Constitution” dealing 
with certain former Anglicans who wish to become Roman Catholics has 
been released, it is clear that what is being touted by some as an ‘ecumenical 
gesture’ may be understood as ‘pastoral’ but is not necessarily very ecu-
menical. Even though Cardinal Walter Kasper has now given one newspaper 
interview, there has otherwise been a noticeable silence on the part of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity on this matter. This appears 
to be a unilateral action on the part of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith which flies in the face of the slow, but steady progress made in the 
real ecumenical dialogue of over forty years.

“This is ‘come home to Rome’ with absolute clarity. Any former Anglican 
who has been ordained will not only have to be re-ordained as a priest in 
the Roman Catholic Church, not only re-ordained as a transitional deacon, 
but even re-confirmed as an adult member of the Body of Christ! Any one 

who does make this move is not an Anglican, nor an Anglo-Catholic, but a 
Roman Catholic convert.

“As we have said on numerous occasions, we commend with our blessing 
any Anglican who in good conscience wishes to become a Roman Catholic 
just as we welcome any Roman Catholic who in good conscience wishes to 
enter into full communion with the Anglican Communion. But these decisions 
are to be made as individuals, not as communities of persons. The Vatican may 
rest assured that we will never create “Roman Catholic Ordinariates” within 
the Anglican Communion for former, disaffected Roman Catholic converts. 
We will continue to welcome individuals, from the Roman Catholic Church or 
any other Christian communion, who desire to be in full communion with the 
See of Canterbury, and therefore with the Anglican Communion. 

“For our part, the Episcopal Church remains committed to genuine, 
ecumenical dialogue both on the national (Anglican-Roman Catholic 
Consultation in the USA) and international (Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission) levels. We are encouraged by Cardinal Walter 
Kasper’s comment in Osservatore Romano on Nov. 15 that these will, of 
course, continue. The recent Apostolic Constitution is a distraction, but likely 
only a minor one, from the real goal of ecumenical conversation between the 
largest (Roman Catholic) and third largest (Anglican) Christian communion 
in the world.”

ENS: Fort Worth Episcopalians spent a busy and joyous Nov. 13-15 
weekend electing their next provisional bishop at diocesan convention, and 
a day later celebrated the ordination of the first woman priest in the 27-year 
history of the Texas-based diocese.

About 75 clergy and lay delegates who gathered at All Saints Episcopal 
School in Fort Worth unanimously elected the Rt. Rev. C. Wallis Ohl, retired 
bishop of Northwest Texas, as their next provisional bishop, to succeed 

Bishop Edwin “Ted” Gulick Jr. of the Diocese of Kentucky.
Gulick, who had served as Fort Worth’s provisional bishop since a Feb. 

7 special meeting of convention, immediately installed Ohl as his replace-
ment. 

Gulick was acting at the request of Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori, who also sent greetings thanking the diocese for their “strong and 
faithful ministry. You give hope to others.”
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Calendar

visitations

rest in peaCe
Albert Gentry, a longtime trustee of 412 Sycamore, Inc., and member of 

St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, died Oct. 3. He was 78. 
A builder and contractor, Mr. Gentry was active in many redevelopment 

projects throughout Cincinnati. He served on the Wyoming City Council 
in the 1970s and was honored as one of the community’s Citizens of the 
Year. He served as senior and junior warden at St. Simon’s and managed St. 
Simon’s Apartments for several years. 

He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Carolyn; his children, Vanessa, 
Albert III, Craig and Carolyn; grandchildren, Albert Newman IV and Ashley; 
his brother, Mendel; sisters Annena Younger and Nan Parsons; and many 
relatives and friends. 

We recently learned of the death of Rita Marie Avram Schaffer. She 
died in April. Mrs. Schaffer was a longtime chair of the diocesan music com-
mission and director of music at Church of the Redeemer for more than 20 
years. She began her career as organist at Christ Church Cathedral. Survivors 
include her husband, Robert and children, Gregory and Rebecca. 

Memorials to Rita Schaffer Memorial, 2501 Warren Street, Covington, 
Ky. 41014.

December
1 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 

10 a.m.
1 – Advisory Committee on Compensation and 

Resources meets at Diocesan House at 1 p.m. 
contact: Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.

4-6 – School for Ministry weekend at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm 
at 800.582.1712, ext. 136.

5 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle 
Thompson at 800.582.1712 ext. 150.

5  –  Safe Church training at St. Philip, Columbus. 
Lunch will be ordered on the day of the program, 
beverages provided. Pre-registration is required. 
Register online at www.diosohio.org or by calling 
Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712 ext 105. Contact: 
The Rev. Fred Shirley at 614.882.9038.

5 – Anti-Racism training at Procter Camp & 
Conference Center, 9 a.m. Anti-racism training con-
sists of four parts: reading to be done prior to train-
ing, the training day at Procter Camp & Conference 
Center, work to be completed after training day and 
a follow-up meeting that will be scheduled on train-
ing day. This is an anti-racism workshop and not a 
diversity or multi-cultural workshop. Cost is $10 
for lunch. Contact: Debbie Stokes at 614.933.8715 
or dstokes1@live.com Register online at www.
diosohio.org under the events section.

8 – Executive & program staff meets at Diocesan 
House, 10 a.m.

10 - Residency program monthly meeting 
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9:30 
a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 
800.582.1712.

12 – Commission on Ministry meets at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center, 9 a.m. Contact: 
Bishop Breidenthal at 800.582.1712.

12 – Preacher training at Procter Camp & 
Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. 
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.

12 – Common Ministry Discernment at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the 
Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.

15 – Full diocesan staff meets at Diocesan 
House, 10 a.m. All diocesan offices closed.

16 – Commission on Congregational Life meets 
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10 a.m. 
Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4270.

18-19 – College/Young Adult retreat at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Rob Konkol 
at 800.582.1712, ext 160.

24 – Jan 1 – Diocesan offices closed for 
Christmas/New Year holiday.

January
5 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle 

Thompson at 800.582.1712, ext 150 or rthomp-
son@diosohio.org.

8-10 – School for Ministry weekend at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm 
at 800.582.1712, ext. 136.

8 – Diocesan Council overnight at Procter 
Camp & Conference Center. Contact: Al Hill at 
alton.hill@mt.com

9 – Preacher training at Procter Camp & 
Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. 
Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.

16 – Residency program quarterly meeting 
at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 9:30 
a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 
800.582.1712.

18 – Diocesan offices closed for Martin Luther 
King holiday.

19 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 
10 a.m.

22-24 – SOLLI weekend at Procter Camp 
& Conference Center. Contact: Kay Sturm at 
800.582.1712, ext. 136.

22-24 – Genesis 7 at All Saints, New Albany. 
Retreat for youth in grades 6-9. Drop off at 7 p.m. 
Friday, pick up after 10 a.m. service on Sunday. 
Cost $30. Register by Jan. 17 on the youth website 
www.youth.diosohio.org. Contact: Rob Konkol at 
800.582.1712, ext. 160.

30 – Ministry Day at Procter Camp & 
Conference Center, 10 a.m. For those interested 
in exploring a sense of call to either the ordained 
ministry or deeper lay ministry.  Individuals 
should contact their local priest for details or the 
Rev. Canon John Johanssen at 800.582.1712 or 
jjohanssen@diosohio.org.

Save the date: 
Feb. 20: Congregational development event led 

by the Rev. Tom Erich, noted author and priest. Held 
at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Details in 
January Interchange and online at www.diosohio.org

This position covers three major areas of 
responsibility: 
• identifying, exploring and implementing 

diocesan mission initiatives; 
• overseeing all processes relating to transi-

tional ministry; and 
• working with the bishop and the Commission 

on Ministry to provide oversight and support to 
all persons in formation for ordained ministry. 

This position reports directly to the bishop.
Skills and experience required: 
• Ordination as priest or deacon
• Proven organizational skills, creative prob-

lem solving, collegial work ethic
• Strong written and verbal communication 

skills, including basic computer capability
• Master in Divinity or the equivalent
Compensation:
This is a full time position that includes ben-

efits as customary for the Diocese of Southern 
Ohio including life, disability, health and dental 
insurance and participation in the church pension 
plan. Compensation is commensurate with skill 
and experience.

Women and minorities encouraged to apply.
Submit resume with cover letter to:
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal
Diocese of Southern Ohio
412 Sycamore Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.
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The Rev. Rob Willmann has been received as an Episcopal priest from the 
Roman Catholic church. He will serve as rector of St. James, Zanesville. 

The Rev. Ed Payne has completed his interim ministry at St. Paul’s, 
Chillicothe.

Three new clergy have received a license to officiate: the Rev. Anisa Willis 
in northern Kentucky; the  Rev. Ronny Dower in Zanesville; and the Rev. 
Donald Hastings in Milford.

Staff notes
Congratulations to Heather and Chris Windle on the birth of their daugh-

ter, Alexis Marie. Born on Oct. 28, Alexis weighed in at 5 lbs, 6 ounces and 
was 18 inches long. Alexis joins big brothers Tyler and Evan. Heather is the 
financial assistant for the diocese. 

Clergy notes

December
1 Bishop Price   Bethany School
3 Bishop Breidenthal  Bethany School
6 Bishop Breidenthal  Christ Church, Springfield 

 Bishop Price   Christ Church, Ironton
13 Bishop Breidenthal  Trinity, Columbus 

 Bishop Price   St. Mark, Dayton
20 Bishop Breidenthal  St. Patrick, Dublin 

 Bishop Price   Church of St. Edward,   
     Whitehall

27 Bishop Breidenthal  St. Stephen, Cincinnati 
 

January
3 Bishop Breidenthal  St. Luke, Sayler Park
10 Bishop Breidenthal  Church of the Advent,   

     Cincinnati
17 Bishop Breidenthal  Indian Hill Church
24 Bishop Breidenthal  St. Anne, West Chester 

 Bishop Price   St. John, Columbus
31 Bishop Breidenthal  Christ Church, Dayton 

 Bishop Price   St. Mark, Columbus

Diocese seeking candidates for Canon for Mission



   
Ministry Day

Learn what ministry is all about! Those interested in seek-
ing to discern his or her ministry, or just learn more about 
ministry in the Episcopal Church,  whether that be ordained 
or lay, should plan to attend the Ministry Day on Jan. 30.  
Ministry Day is a prerequisite for the discernment process 
for ordained ministry, so those who believe that God is call-
ing them to the ordained ministry should attend, but anyone 
interested in any kind of ministry is welcome.

Anyone who believes that he or she is called to the 
ordained ministry should come accompanied by his or her 
rector, vicar or priest in charge, his or her spouse and some-
one with whom he or she would like to reflect over the next 
few months.  

Ministry Day has been designed as a ministry forma-
tion resource for all persons seeking ministry discernment. 
Discernment committees are not to be formed prior to com-
ing to Ministry Day. 

For those who believe they may be called to the ordained 
ministry, Ministry Day is the first step in a process that will 
involve writing a spiritual autobiography and meeting with 
the Commission on Ministry.

For those who believe that they may be called to some 
form of lay ministry it is a chance to learn a little more about 
some programs offered in the diocese.

For both it is a chance to hear more about the wide range 
of ministry in the Episcopal Church and what some of those 
ministries look like in theory and in practice.

Ministry Day 2010 will be held Jan. 30 at Procter Camp 
& Conference Center from 9:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Deadline 
for registration is Jan. 23. $9 fee includes lunch. Registration 
forms are available online at https://diosohio.wufoo.com/
forms/ministry-day-registration/

Spiritual but not religious? 
During its annual conference on Jan. 25-26, the Ohio 

Council of Churches will explore the issue of why growing 
numbers of people identify themselves as “spiritual but not 
religious. Speakers include John C. Green, a professor of 
political science at the University of Akron and senior fel-
low with the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, and 
the Rev. Linda Mercadante, an author and  professor at the 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio. 

A special worship service on Jan. 25 at Worthington 

United Methodist Church will highlight the Council’s 91 
years of commitment to ecumenism. 

Learn more: http://www.ohcouncilchs.org/

Clooney speaks out on Darfur 
On Dec. 4, the Darfur coalition of Christ Church Cathedral 

will present a symposium with Nick Clooney. Using the 
holocaust in Darfur as a starting point, the symposium will 
include a panel discussion on the need to raise a moral voice 
to end global atrocities. The evening will begin with a recep-
tion at 5:30 p.m. The program will follow at 6 p.m.

In September, the cathedral held a Darfur Sunday worship ser-

vice with prayers to bring peace and comfort to the Sudan people 
and to raise awareness about the killings in Darfur. Educational 
resource materials, a demonstration of the solar cookers that help 
women cook food in safety and the building of a community-wide 
coalition highlighted the situation in Darfur. 

“We must find our moral voice,” said the Very Rev. James 
Diamond, dean of the cathedral. “We will not be silent.”

How can Christ Church Cathedral and the city of Cincinnati 
add a moral voice to the issue? What shall be the message? 
All are invited to come and participate. Learn more at www.
christchurchcincinnati.org

Diocese offers reading camp
Procter Camp & Conference Center is offering a new ini-

tiative June 20-25 to assist children in grades 3 and 4 with 
fundamental reading schools. The reading camp will be full of 
learning, adventure, fun and friends as well as provide a support-
ive environment for improving reading skills and one-on-one 
interaction with trained teachers and camp counselors.

Reading Camp helps children in grades 3 and 4 who 
are reluctant, struggling readers improve literacy skills and 
become more competent students as they enjoy all the fun 
and excitement of Procter Camp. Certified teachers and 
volunteers will work with children in the morning. In the 
afternoon, camp counselors will lead activities such as arts 
and crafts, swimming, outdoor recreation and games. 

Reading Camp was developed by the Diocese of Lexington. 
Visit their website to see Reading Camp in action: reading-
camp@diolex.org. You can help! We need certified teachers and 
other volunteers to staff the camp. You also can provide financial 
support. For more information, contact the Rev. Diana Shirley 
at dianashirley@columbus.rr.com or 614.882.9038
Young adult retreat

On Dec. 18-19, the diocese will host its second young adult 
retreat at Procter Camp & Conference Center. This year’s focus 
will be on mission and what young adults can do in -- and outside 
of -- the diocese. There will be food, prayer and worship -- and 
an overall good time. This retreat will have multiple discussions 
about what the diocese can do for the young adults and what 
young adults can do for the diocese.  There’s no cost to attend 
the retreat, which is open to graduated high school seniors to age 
30. Contact Paul Hardin at phhardin@owu.edu or Rob Konkol at 
youth@diosohio.org. Register online at www.youth.diosohio.org 
or contact Paul or Rob.  
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Give Gifts of the Spirit this Christmas
By Ariel Miller

interchAnge contriButor

You can turn small sums into big impact by giving to Episcopal 
Community Services Foundation  in honor of family and friends who 
welcome gifts that transcend the commercialism of Christmas. 

Donations will aid Ohioans in need through grants to be awarded 
in January to Episcopal churches throughout the diocese for com-
munity ministry. Depending on the gift you choose, people on 
your Christmas list will receive ministry vignettes illustrating the 
impact of tutoring, free food, prescriptions and shelter for homeless 
families.

You have the choice of two kinds of cards:  ECSF’s beloved 
Miracle Fish design by Anna Duke Reach of St. Stephen’s, 
Columbus, on a 5 ½” x 8 ½” greeting card or a new, folding, mul-
ticolor table-top ornament, designed by Cathy Theobald of Christ 
Church Glendale, with pictures of vibrant community ministries 
around the diocese. Anna’s Miracle Fish and a citation from Psalm 
46 adorn a purple panel that opens the ornament. 

Both cards come with space to add a personal message to 

someone on your Christmas list and can be sent directly to that 
person or to you to present in person. You can order the cards using 
the Advent appeal mailed to all Interchange households (the four 
photos of the ornament are on the outside, with the words “Shelter, 
Restore, Nourish, and Equip”) or by visiting ECSF’s website, www.
ecsfsouthernohio.org The donation page includes pictures of both 
cards, with order forms and secure online giving via PayPal.

Churches have requested grants totaling $166,750 for 47 dif-
ferent ministries in cities, rural areas and towns throughout the 
diocese. Ohio continues to suffer from double-digit unemployment 
significantly above the national average. Churches and their ecu-
menical community partners offer tremendous leverage for each 
grant dollar through their own donations of skill, money, space and 
material supplies.

ECSF’s annual Gift of the Spirit campaign during Advent is the 
chief source of funds for grants awarded each January. Gifts and 
pledges received by Nov. 6 exceeded $80,000 – the best head start 
ever in the fall fundraising. Thanks to all the churches and individu-
als who have contributed so far! Every dollar makes a difference for 
God and neighbor!

Marlene Eskridge (r) and Sylvia Smith of St.Margaret’s, 
Dayton, demonstrate the well-stocked shelves of the 
Dayton Episcopal Pantry, one of several hunger ministries 
aided by ECSF grants.

The 
Columbus 
Deanery 
Legs in 
Motion 
Ride raised 
over $500 
for Youth-
2-Mission 
scholarships 
to help 
teens across the diocese go on mission trips. Inset, folks 
from St. Anne’s, West Chester, also joined in on the action, 
with 27 participants raising nearly $1,000.
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Creativity brings 
comfort and cheer
What do horses, hotdogs, books and 
beads have to do with overcoming hunger, 
homelessness, and heartache in Ohio?
Plenty, thanks to some of ECSF’s most 
imaginative supporters this fall!
St. Peter’s hosts a hot dog stand during 
the All Horse Parade, which launches the 
Delaware County Fair. More than 500 
horses and 141 carriages parade through 
the historic downtown past the church 
with the red doors on Winter Street. This 
year the parish dedicated the proceeds to 
ECSF.  ECSF’s board member Dan Fulton 
and his family drove up from their home in 
Bexley to help staff the booth, and the Rev. 
Steve Smith’s rock band Rev’d Up enticed 
spectators to linger and snack on a balmy 
Sunday afternoon in September. Together, 
they raised $350 for ECSF, reports St. 
Peter’s rector, the Rev. Charles Wilson.
Next, the Rev. Connie McCarroll decided 
to tithe her share of the sales of her new 
children’s book, God’s Little Helpers, to 
ECSF through 2010. It’s a Christmas story 
about the role of the angels Michael, 
Rafael and Gabriel in preparing the way 
for the birth of Jesus. She arranged for a 
friend to hand-deliver 10 copies, inscribed 
with a personal blessing, to ECSF’s booth 
at Diocesan Convention. The book is avail-
able in hard cover or paperback at the 
Cathedral bookstore, 138 East 4th Street 
in Cincinnati as well as through Amazon.
com or xlibris.com
Finally, as I was dreamily munching on 
gummi fish at the ECSF exhibit booth 
at Convention, Jim Parsons of Epiphany 
Nelsonville told me that Kay Sturm was 
selling her one-of-a-kind art bead jewelry 
down the hall. I zipped down the hall to 
discover that Kay had decided to give 
7% of the proceeds as a donation to be 
shared by ECSF and Episcopal Relief and 
Development (ERD).  
Thanks to these caring supporters for using 
their unique talents to bring comfort and 
cheer to people in need!

~ Ariel Miller, Executive Director, 
Episcopal Community Services 

Foundation

By Ariel Miller
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Two months after Cincinnati shelters sent out a desperate plea for 
help in serving the homeless, Episcopalians had donated or raised two-
thirds of the funds needed to staff and equip a new overflow shelter. 

Due to the combination of rising need and necessary space 
changes to better serve residents transitioning towards greater stabil-
ity, the Drop Inn Shelter in Over-the Rhine knew it would be deluged 
throughout the coldest months of the year with 
far more people than it could safely accommo-
date. Thanks to the rallying of Episcopalians in 
Southern Ohio, a new shelter opened in mid-
November at First Lutheran Church, half a block 
from the Drop Inn. 

Cathedral vestry member Mike Phillips, who 
leads a parish strategic planning team on afford-
able housing, won swift commitments of $5,000 
each from Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal, 
Cathedral Dean, the Very Rev. James Diamond, 
and the Cathedral Outreach Committee. The 
Rev. Gary Lubin, a deacon at Redeemer, Hyde 
Park, alerted the parish’s Mission Board, which 
offers emergency grants, while Ariel Miller of 
Episcopal Community Services Foundation 
worked through the Red Cross to find sturdy, 
storable cots at a non-profit discount. Redeemer’s 
Mission Board fast-tracked an emergency grant 
to pay for the cots.

St. Xavier Catholic Church and two Methodist 
parishes provided an additional $7,000 in grants, 
while St. Vincent DePaul, a Catholic non-profit, 
is donating project supervision valued at $5,000. 
Other planning team members won donations of 
washable blankets from Church World Service 
and personal care kits. First Lutheran is providing 
overnight space for free, together with practical 
advice and compassionate insight from Pastor 
Fred Cook. The Homeless Coalition is recruiting 
students from area colleges to volunteer as part of the hosting team.

When the ad-hoc planning team learned in early November that 
the host church’s insurance coverage would require the shelter to have 
two paid staff on-site, the cost jumped to $38,000. Cathedral Junior 
Warden Tom Kent, who was already well-briefed on the project as the 
parish’s outreach chair, learned about the sudden funding gap when he 
stopped by the ECSF exhibit at diocesan convention. He immediately 
went to bat, winning a $10,000 grant from the Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation’s Weathering the Storm Fund on Nov. 10.

Weathering the Storm was established last winter to stabilize area 
non-profits struggling to meet soaring needs with shrinking revenues. 
Shelter is one of the fund’s top priorities. The Cathedral’s $100,000 
donation last winter - plus a Procter Fund opportunity grant by Bishop 
Breidenthal - made the Episcopal Church the only faith-based funder 
on the allocation committee. Kent knew that some of the money was 
still unspent and immediately secured what was needed to close the 
shelter’s funding gap. 

The next priority is finding volunteers to complete the hosting team 
each night and to carry out a weekly wash of the blankets.

The Cathedral provides funds and advocacy to prevent evictions, 
provides shelter to homeless families several weeks a year through 
the Interfaith Hospitality Network, and feeds over a hundred primarily 
homeless people at its weekly 5000 Club dinner. Phillips is leading a 
parish task force exploring ways to preserve a stock of decent afford-
able housing in the city.  

“I couldn’t imaging the Cathedral wouldn’t be part of the solu-

tion,” he says. “That’s what we’ve done throughout our history.” First 
Lutheran has been part of the fabric of Cincinnati’s downtown civics 
for as long as the Cathedral, he added. Both were founded in the early 
19th century.

Lubin and his wife Janice were founders of Cincinnati’s Interfaith 
Hospitality Network almost 20 years ago, and Redeemer has been a 
hosting church since its inception. Parishioners are leaders in the city’s 
Homeless Coalition, and volunteer through Habitat for Humanity and 
People Working Cooperatively to build and repair homes for people 

facing financial hardship. Housing is a top prior-
ity for the parish’s outreach grants.

An ad-hoc team representing Catholics, 
Methodists, Lutherans, Episcopalians, and sev-
eral area non-profits organized the overflow 
shelter in just four meetings. The Rev. Eric 
Knapp of St. Xavier Catholic Church, the Rev. 
Fred Cook of First Lutheran and the Rev. 
Dave Weaver of Nast Trinity United Methodist 
delighted and inspired fellow team members 
with a glimpse of the affection, practicality and 
zest with which these downtown churches relate 
to their low-income neighbors (many of whom 
are parishioners).

Cook, for example, suggested that the home-
less guests be encouraged to take on responsi-
bilities for the daily operation of the shelter. He 
recommended that the Drop-Inn Shelter work to 
keep a consistent group coming to the overflow 
shelter for up to a month at a time. “With such 
stability, the community becomes self-govern-
ing,” he said. “The members set standards of 
behavior and look out for one another. This 
prevails during the day as well as at night and 
changes the dynamic on the street.”

Delighted to have solved the short-term crisis 
so quickly, the ad hoc team immediately turned 
its sights to the city’s chronic shortage of shelter 
and transitional housing. 

“The community wants to develop a more pro-
grammatic and less crisis-based approach,” says Phillips. “The moment 
we get this project nailed down, we have to start working on that.”  

The trust and energy generated by the rapid success of this 
unprecedented collaboration, connecting Protestant churches with the 
Homeless Coalition, Continuum of Care, and the Catholic St. Vincent 
de Paul, has fired them up to reach out to city officials, major secular 
funders and property owners in the quest for a coherent and sustain-
able capacity to overcome homelessness in Cincinnati.  

Episcopal aid fast-tracks new shelter

Mike Phillips of Christ Church Cathedral, 
at left, and the Rev. Gary Lubin of 
Redeemer, Hyde Park, raised a major 
share of the budget for the new emer-
gency overflow shelter hosted by First 
Lutheran Church in Over-the-Rhine.

How you can help
Cincinnati’s new winter overflow shelter will operate seven nights 
a week until March 15, 2010 in the undercroft of First Lutheran 
Church, 1208 Race Street across Washington Park from Music Hall. 
Two paid shelter staff will be on duty every night.  
Volunteers are needed for two roles on site:  hospitality and set-up 
(8:30–11 p.m.) and morning clean-up and coffee (6-7:30 a.m.).  
All volunteers helping at the church will receive personal instruction 
on homelessness, their roles, back-up and appropriate boundaries. 
In addition, the project needs people to wash the blankets weekly. 
This can be done on Saturday mornings or Sundays for free at the 
Drop-Inn, or you can bring a bunch of quarters and carry the blan-
kets to a Laundromat on a day convenient for you.
To volunteer, contact Drew Tilow, overflow shelter volunteer coordina-
tor, at 513.562.8841, ext. 211 or dtilow@svdpcincinnati.org
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how it is lived out in community. 
From February to May, the congregations will work 

with consultants to discern God’s call, says the Rev. 
Canon Karl Ruttan, the diocese’s canon for formation. 
The groups will craft vision and mission statements and 
ministry goals. They’ll also conduct assessments of their 
communities and congregations and explore the pos-
sibilities of broader partnerships. 

By early June, parishioners are to develop ministry 
teams. In a larger congregation, there may be a team for 
pastoral care, a team for worship leadership and a team 
for outreach, says Ruttan. In a smaller congregation, one 
person may head up each area.  

By next fall, the teams will start a ministry and 
formation process, designed to equip the teams for the 
ministry they’ve been called to. Three overnight retreats 
will focus on team building, congregational dynamics, 
training in pastoral care and outreach, as well as other 
topics. 

“My hope is that every person in a congregation is 
aware of his or her ministry and the best way to live that 
out,” says Ruttan. “We’re also trying to be very clear that 
what we’re creating is a process, a template or structure 
for people to explore common ministry. We’re not trying 
to anticipate what it will look like in each local setting … 
that’s up to the congregations to discern.”

Despite her enthusiasm, Bagot acknowledges the chal-
lenges: “One of the first obstacles is that people aren’t 
aware that at their baptism they were commissioned for 
ministry (‘join with us in his eternal priesthood’).”

All too often, she says, people are loathe to say aloud, 
“I believe that God has called me to this ministry and has 
given me the gifts to succeed in it.” 

Another obstacle “is that we aren’t always good in 
supporting others in the ministries to which they have 
been called -- particularly if they are ‘just’ lay people,” 
says Bagot.

At the same time, she says, common ministry offers 
opportunities for new partnerships and for empowering 
more people to live out their baptismal ministry. 

“For us to continue to be a lively and vibrant church in 
the decades to come, it is extraordinarily important that 
people claim and carry out their ministry,” says Ruttan. 
“We’ve moved beyond the era where the priest can do 
it all.”

Many congregations in the diocese already are prac-
ticing some form of common ministry, says Ruttan. 
This pilot project is a chance to be “intentional” about 
moving deeper into the discussion and about creating 
structures for others to explore common ministry.

“This is an exciting new initiative of the diocese to 
offer a different lens to look at ministry and to create 
structures to develop the  ministry of all, says Ruttan. 
“This is just the beginning.”

Pilot project to build process, offer opportunities
Common ministry [kom-uhn min-uh-stree]  
- noun, verb, adjective: 
1. Calling forth of the light enkindled within us, God’s people, 
exercising to the fullest the offices and ministries which God has 
placed before us.
2. Shared (sharing) ministry of all the people, priests, deacons, 
laity, bishops. 
3. Partnering with people in the congregations and with other 
congregations in our communities to do the work we’re called to 
do.

Goals of the common ministry pilot program
> Develop a vision and mission strategy for your congregation
> Identify a Mission and Formation team within the congrega-
tion to work with the clergy to implement this strategy 
> Create a vision and understanding of common ministry as it 
can be implemented in your congregation  
> Identify gifts within the congregation for various ministries and 
develop ministry teams
> Provide training to develop strong leadership of the Mission 
and Formation team, and
> Offer training to members of the congregation to support their 
ministries
Learn more about Common Ministry: Visit www.diosohio.org, 
What we do, Common Ministry

continued from page 1

During Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal’s listening sessions before and after his consecration, individuals and 
groups expressed a yearning to deepen their own spiritual lives and the spiritual life of their congregations and the 
diocese itself.

Bishop Breidenthal charged the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan with the task of enfleshing this request, and a group of 
men and women from around the diocese came together in a period of discernment, prayer, reflection and planning 
that has resulted in the formation of the Companions of DioS.

 “We found it fairly easy to identify our goals and objectives for deepening the spiritual lives of ourselves and 
others, but we wrestled with our name,” says the Rev. Sallie Schisler, a member of the steering committee. “Were 
we a community? No, it was more inclusive than a community. A group? At one point, someone said, let’s use our 
Diocese of Southern Ohio acronym DIOS. Of course, this means God in Spanish. Then the rest was easy. We are in 
fact, companions of God -- people seeking to know and find God in our every day lives, relationships, challenges 
and dreams.”

The Companions’ mission is rooted in Jesus Christ and is to seek to refresh and deepen the spiritual life of the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio to support its mission and ministry. And, the Companions’ commitments are to transform 
and deepen our relationship with God, to support others seeking spiritual growth for themselves and their faith 
communities, to pray daily for God’s work in the world and the mission and ministry of the Diocese of Southern 
Ohio; to foster an attitude of prayerful discernment and listening in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, to offer resources 
on spirituality, to offer retreats and other events, and to encourage prayer and spiritual practices and to share with 
ourselves and others what God is doing in and among us.

Canon Ruttan said, “We are not reinventing the wheel. Our hope is to partner, support and promote activities 
across the diocese while occasionally offering events or retreats as well.”

The Companions offered their first diocesan-wide event in late November at Procter Camp & Conference 
Center. Watch e-Connections and Interchange for announcements of future events. 

Diocese forms Companions of DioS
Bethany School 
started its Christmas 
spirit early this 
year by helping 
the Sharonville 
Federated Women’s 
Club with the 
Operation Christmas 
Stocking program. 
This program pro-
vides Christmas 
stockings full of gifts 
for soldiers in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 
The fourth, fifth, and sixth graders at Bethany helped by collecting snack 
foods, games and candy. 
Bethany School is operated by the Sisters of the Transfiguration in 
Glendale. 

- Melinda Boyd and Scott Bruce

Bethany School  
collects stockings for soldiers

Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation



A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.
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Reflection: 
Youth  

advocate  
with resolve

By NaNcy SullivaN

iNterchaNge coNtriButor

While diocesan convention delegates and clergy 
met Nov. 6-7, nearly 1,000 students from across 
the state, including many Episcopalians, traveled 
to Oberlin for the regional Powershift event. Rather 
than talking about more traditional topics such as 
carbon footprints and biodiversity, the conference’s 
speakers focused on environmental justice, green 
jobs and community planning, issues which have 
been addressed by recent diocesan resolutions.

First up to the microphone to question Lt. Gov. 
Lee Fisher was Badger Johnson, member of the 
Church of Our Saviour, Cincinnati.  Opposing the 
lieutenant governor’s praise of “clean” coal tech-
nology, the Ohio University student’s comments 
were a reflection of the diocese’s 2008 resolution.

“Why not send some of the good, green manu-
facturing jobs you are bragging about to southeast-
ern Ohio instead of building more coal-fired power 
plants?” Johnson asked. His question mirrored the 
concerns of a resolution passed in 2008 (R08-5), 
which states that,  “(d)evelopment strategies should 
focus on workforce development, local small busi-
ness formation... Strategies that depend on resource 
extraction are not sustainable and should be dis-
couraged.”

Another OU student and lifelong resident of 
Meigs County followed Johnson to the micro-
phone. Choking back tears, she explained to the 
lieutenant governor that southeastern Ohio has 
twice the cancer rate of the rest of the state, people 
are dying and instead of more coal plants, they need 
healthy, green jobs that can sustain their economy 
and their community.  

In her plea were also clear echoes of the dioc-
esan resolution: “(d)evelopment should not pose 
excessive risks to the environment or adverse-
ly affect the health of people and other living 
things. Development should benefit the poorest 
members of affected communities and lead to 
shared prosperity…  Development decisions should 
pay special attention to the impact on Appalachian 
communities, communities of color, and other vul-
nerable communities.”

Could it be that “powershift” is not only about 
shifting our source of power from oil and coal to 
more sustainable technology, but also an acknowl-
edgement that our youth are generating a power 
shift, as they challenge the status quo and work to 
enact what many of us only resolve?

Nancy Sullivan is a member of Church of Our 
Saviour, Mount Auburn. Contact her at nsullivan@

fuse.net.

The Sacred Stitchers of St. Thomas, 
Terrace Park, have had a busy 
2009. The Stitchers meet in the 
Guild Room every second and fourth 
Monday from 7 to 9 p.m. to knit up 
a storm.
During 2009, the group gave away 76 
prayer shawls, lap robes and baptis-
mal blankets. Their largest project in 
2009 was knitting 237 pieces (head-
bands, scarves, mittens and sweaters) 
for Thomaston Woods, a low-income 
housing community started by St. 
Thomas in the late 1980s. It now also 
includes a senior housing complex 
adjacent to the townhouses.
This outreach ministry, started by 
Anne Cherry and Lynn Treiss in 2006, 
is open to all. Instruction offered to 
non-knitters and advanced help for 
novice knitters.  
Information: communications@
stthomasepiscopal.org 

Epiphany holds ‘musicale’
By Sally JohNSoN

iNterchaNge coNtriButor

About 25 members and guests of Epiphany, Urbana, gath-
ered in the parish hall in October for an informal evening of 
music from our American heritage, performed by three mem-
bers of the church.

Sharon McCall, Helen Morris and Simon Sweet each took 
a turn on the piano bench, performing selections of styles and 
periods from folk music to New Age compositions.  Wine and 
cheese were served during intermission. 

Event organizer Ed Hardin said he was motivated by memo-
ries of evenings of homemade entertainment commonplace in 
the homes of his parents and grandparents and wanted to recre-
ate that experience for the church “family.”

“There are probably people today who don’t remember 
when live music was a staple in the home; when several genera-
tions gathered around a piano in the evening, maybe adding a 
guitar, violin or harmonica, playing and singing their favorites 
from memory,” Hardin said.  

“The Epiphany family has many talented musicians,” he 
added, “and three of them were willing to help create the ambi-
ance of home musicales.”

The pianists noted that, while their selections varied widely 
in period and style, they were chosen from a wealth of timeless 
compositions; the best and lasting of each age and genre. 

The first performer was Sharon McCall, a pianist and organ-
ist for Epiphany and other local churches. She led off with 
vintage pops of the 1950s and excerpts from favorite Broadway 
musicals and movie scores. She ended her portion of the pro-
gram with gospel songs and hymn tunes, including Englishman 
John Newton’s “Amazing Grace,” an audience request.

Octogenarian Helen Morris, lifelong musician and part-time 
organist at Epiphany, performed a light-hearted program of 
Irish, English and American folk songs, pops from the 1940s, 
50s and 60s, a Scott Joplin concert waltz and excerpts from 

“Sedona Suite,” a New Age composition by Hungarian-born 
classical composer Thomas Barabas.

Simon Sweet, a young professional musician whose college 
training was strong in jazz and the classics, ended the evening 
with a stimulating mix of 19th century ballads by Stephen 
Foster and 20th century folk rock by Bob Dylan and Simon & 
Garfunkel.  His finale was a spirited rendition of Jim Croce’s 
big hit of the 1970s, “Bad, Bad, Leroy Brown.”

Sweet introduced his children, Aiden, 8, and Olivia, 4, who joined 
him in a vocal/piano arrangement of a contemporary composition.  

Olivia, who is studying classical ballet, also performed an 
improvisational dance in costume, during an earlier part of the 
program.

This is the second of the informal musicales by and for 
Epiphany congregants and guests.  

Epiphany, the Church of Our Savior in Mechanicsburg and 
Holy Trinity Church in Bellefontaine constitute the Northern 
Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster, served by the Rev. Timothy 
West and the Rev. George Snyder.

Pianist Simon Sweet and his children, Aiden and Olivia, perform a vocal/
piano selection during the musical evening at Epiphany.

Sacred Stitchers



Since the 19th century, the Episcopal Church has been 
called “the roomiest church in Christendom.” A good expo-
sition of this notion is found in James Griffiss’ introductory 
volume in “The New Church’s Teaching Series,” titled The 
Anglican Vision.

Our church is “roomy” in the sense that “we are very 
tolerant of doctrinal differences and diversity in the practice 
of the Christian life.” We accept such variety because of our 
understanding of authority.

We don’t have a pope or a single canonical theologian, 
whose pronouncements can seem clear and direct. We have 
the Bible, of course, and the ancient creeds of the Church, 
but the interpretations of the experts vary. Instead, we locate 
authority in Christ, the original Word of God, who we under-
stand through a great mystery – which is to say, not through 
human understanding.

By a wonderful coincidence, I got to know Jim Griffiss 
in the last decade of his life, when he was in his late 60s, 
because he was resident at Seabury-Western when Charlotte 
was in seminary.  

Jim had the friendly eyes of a great St. Bernard, hair kept 
short, and a bulbous nose. He was tall and lean, and his 
wardrobe was straight from central casting for the wise, yet 
unassuming, professor of yesteryear.  

At Seabury, Jim was single but not alone. He had a puppy. 
I occasionally watched Jim out my office window (a rented 
seminary dorm room on the first floor). He smoked a pipe, 
which he was not allowed to do in the seminary buildings. 
He would walk his small, black Scottie on the quad in the 
Chicago winter as he smoked his pipe, the puppy yap-

ping and jumping around at the 
end of the lead while Jim paced 
contemplatively, puffing slowly, 
thinking.

What does it mean to make 
the Incarnate Christ our locus of 
authority?  

The Incarnation, as a mystery, 
is pure and straightforward: God 
in Christ is mortal and immor-
tal, fully both, finite and infinite, 
fully both. What’s more, God in 
Christ is complete God, lacking 

nothing, though the Son is distinct from the Father and the 
Holy Spirit.  

There is no getting round the fact that this is beyond 
human understanding. We have to acknowledge that we are 
never going to get it – and then we start to get it.

For Anglicans, the Incarnation is unquestionably real, 
which does not mean we don’t wonder about it, because it 
is undeniably beyond our knowing exactly what it means 
and entails. For us, some questions, important questions, 
cannot be answered with certainty.  We have to remain 
alert to the ways we are prone to mistakes and blind spots, 
on the lookout for signs that we have missed something 
important.  

This alertness to my fallibility is not an inheritance I bring 
from my Baptist youth. I was an Episcopalian for years 
before I began to appreciate the mysteries at the heart of our 
faith. Happily, Anglicans have the reverence for Scripture I 

learned as a child. But Anglicans also understand something 
St. Augustine taught Christians before the close of the fourth 
century. Paraphrasing Augustine:

Moses may have understood, in the words he wrote in 
Genesis about creation, less than he could have. Still, God 
might have seen something more in those words, which God 
would reveal to later generations of readers. And even if 
it were granted that what Moses had in mind is a nobler 
meaning than other possible meanings of those words, we 
ask the Lord to show us the true meaning God would have us 
discover, so that in our reading God would nourish us rather 
than error mock us. (Confessions, Book XII, Chapter 32)

In the last conversation I had with Jim, he told me about 
a discussion he’d had with another professor at Seabury 
(20 years his junior). Jim recalled that his interlocutor had 
seemed to know everything written on the topics they dis-
cussed. The conversation, he said, had made him quiver with 
a sense of his own inadequacy.

Jim continued to serve as editor of the Anglican 
Theological Review, as celebrant at Holy Eucharist, and 
also, before his death, as canon theologian to Presiding 
Bishop Frank Griswald.  

In the roomiest church in Christendom, we embrace vari-
ety because of our understanding of authority, and we stay 
alert for what may yet be revealed through the great myster-
ies.  In this way, we walk humbly before our God.

Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield, and 
is professor of Philosophy at Wittenberg University.   

Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu. 

Dr. Don reeD

Lay theologian: The roomiest church in Christendom
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Love Song:  A real fireplace
A few years ago, I was at the Chautauqua Institution in 

western New York, and the evening program, despite it 
being August, was Advent music. When the usher handed 
me the program, I was charmed by the cover drawing of 
St. Mary. It was a simple picture of a very young preg-
nant woman looking up, holding her hand cupped as if to 
receive something.

The artist, Lee Silk Kaercher said she was taken by the 
similarity of the shape of the cupped hand and the cradle. 
I talked with her a couple of times after returning from 
Chautauqua. A copy of her drawing hangs above my work 
table, and my eyes often go to it.

I called Lee again recently, and she gave me permission 
to pass on this story.  

Lee’s dad had always wanted a fireplace. He had grown 
up carrying coal to feed a stove in the family living room. 
No fireplace. When he married and bought a house, heat 
came from what Lee called an “octopus-armed oil burner” 
that filled half the basement. Her dad didn’t need a fireplace 
for heat. “I think he wanted one for friendliness, and maybe 
a place for Christmas stockings.”

Lee and her younger brother Jim always wanted what 
Dad wanted, but their feelings about it were much more 
intense than his. “A big, dense wad of need would fill my 
chest. Everyone else has a fireplace. Sandy Shaw has a fire-
place, the Leedoms have a fireplace.”

And then a solution, of sorts, presented itself. Lee 
wonders where the idea came from, and how did it get 

from idea to production to Murphy’s 
Five and Dime store? If the store’s 
name sounds cozy and welcoming, 
the people who ran it weren’t, Lee 
said. “They were sure we kids were 
hoodlums.” The proprietors followed 
them up and down the wood-floored 
aisles, and they would meet them 
around every corner “like a couple of 
old cormorants, with their shoulders 
hunched up and their hands behind 
their backs, watching us over the tops 
of their glasses.”

Still, Murphy’s had fake brick crepe paper. Lee’s dad 
made a sturdy frame of cardboard and scrap wood. Her 
mother applied the paper, and the fireplace was positioned 
right where a real one should have been. Within the fire-
place, tucked among the logs was a red light bulb topped by 
a tinfoil propeller. “Dad expected it to turn when the bulb 
heated up, making quite a convincing conflagration. It actu-
ally did turn a bit, though perhaps more from the draft along 
the 100-year-old floor.” They had their fireplace and they 
hung their stockings.

Lee was eight. At 12, she began to be embarrassed by 
the fake fireplace. More sophisticated by then, it still was 
“well before I knew enough to be embarrassed by the Virgin 
Birth.”  

“And that’s a funny thing,” she said. “We had elevated 

moral discussions regarding real Christmas trees, which we 
always had, versus artificial trees, which were righteously 
unacceptable. It was disappointing to even know someone 
who owned one. Yet we never had the discussions about 
the Virgin Birth. So with a real tree and a fake fireplace, we 
celebrated an event that most of the world still thinks is not 
real.”

There were a lot of questions Lee wishes the family had 
talked about when she was a kid. She wishes they could 
have had even-tempered discussions about doubt and faith. 
“I wish I could have known then that my mother’s faith and 
my father’s faith both included the Virgin Birth, but would 
have been no less strong if that event was not real. Maybe 
it would have still taken me as many years to come to a 
similar place.”

Lee finds it strange that she has had five brick and mortar 
fireplaces since childhood, all of which could hold a fire, but 
not one with a mantle to hold gift-filled stockings.

“The crepe paper creation of my parents’ ingenuity safely 
held its own kind of warmth, holds it still in memory. So I 
wonder now:  How much more real is a real fireplace in a 
home that doesn’t need one for heat? And I wonder if, no 
matter how implausible they may seem, only those things 
which hold love are, in truth, real.”

  
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the  

Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of  
Forward Movement Publications.

The rev. 
BoB horine



A MISSION MINUTE 
Lent is on the way. It’s time for each of us to find that “extra” discipline to prepare for the Lenten season.’

Perhaps one of the activities in your parish could use extra help.  Or your food pantry could use more food. 
Are there shut-ins who could use a visit with updates on church activities?

Maybe all you need to do is to smile at everyone; bring them into your personal space.  
Make them part of your day.  Be a missionary to everyone you see.  Christ is counting on you.

Most of all - PRAY! Pray for each other, for your parish, for the diocese, for our new president and for all of 
God’s family.

Advent Calendar

Journey through Advent with 
an interactive calendar 

on the diocesan website, 
www.diosohio.org. Each day 
offers reflections, prayers 

and opportunities for worship 
and giving. 
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He will come like last leaf’s fall. 
One night when the November wind 
has flayed the trees to bone, and earth 
wakes choking on the mould, 
the soft shroud’s folding.
He will come like frost. 
One morning when the shrinking earth 
opens on mist, to find itself 
arrested in the net 
of alien, sword-set beauty.

He will come like dark. 
One evening when the bursting red 
December sun draws up the sheet 
and penny-masks its eye to yield 
the star-snowed fields of sky.
He will come, he will come, 
will come like crying in the night, 
like blood, like breaking, 
as the earth writhes to toss him free. 
He will come like child.

Archbishop Rowan Williams
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