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Article I 
Acceding to the General Convention  

This Diocese shall be known as the Diocese of Southern Ohio and, as now constituted, 
embraces territorially all that part of the State of Ohio lying south of the northern 
boundary of the counties of Belmont, Guernsey, Muskingum, Licking, Delaware, 
Franklin, Madison, Charnpaign, Miami and Darke; and, as a constituent part of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, it agrees to be bound by 
and exist under the Constitution and Canons of that Church, and acknowledges their 
authority accordingly.  

Article II 
The Election and Authority of a Bishop  

Section 1. The election of a Bishop, of a Bishop Coadjutor or a Suffragan Bishop, for this 
Diocese shall be made at an Annual session of the Convention, or at a Special session 
called for that purpose, provided at least sixty days before the time of such Annual or 
Special meeting a notice be sent in writing by the Secretary of the Standing Committee to 
every Episcopal Clerical member of the Convention and to every Congregation 
canonically in union with this Diocese.  

The election shall be by concurrent vote of the Episcopal Clergy and Laity, voting by 
Orders, a majority in each Order on the same ballot being necessary to an election.  

Section 2. The Bishop is the Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese, except as otherwise 
provided.  

Section 3. There may be a Bishop Coadjutor as provided in the Canons of the General 
Convention, whom the Bishop, in case of absence or indisposition, may designate as the 
Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese.  

Section 4. There may be a Suffragan Bishop in accordance with the Canons of the 
General Convention, whom the Bishop, or Bishop Coadjutor, in case of their absence of 
indisposition, may designate as the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese. Upon the 
death or during the disability or absence of a Bishop (and in the event that there is no 
Bishop Coadjutor) and upon vote of the Convention, a Bishop suffragan of the Diocese 
may be placed in charge of the Diocese and become temporarily the Ecclesiastical 
Authority thereof until such time as a new Bishop shall be chosen and consecrated. 
“Absence” of a Bishop shall include any period of time following the effective date of 
resignation of a Bishop (in the event that there is no Bishop Coadjutor) and before the 
election and consecration of a new Bishop. 

Section 5. The Bishop is the Chief Pastor of the Diocese and may officiate in the offices 
of the Church within any Congregation or elsewhere in this Diocese. The Bishop 
Coadjutor and the Suffragan Bishop, if there be such, shall have similar right to officiate.  



Section 6. The Bishop is the Ordinary of all religious or benevolent organizations of the 
Church within this Diocese, and as such may attend and preside at any of their meetings, 
and has appellate jurisdiction over their proceedings, as far as is consistent with the law 
of the State.  

7. Whenever the Bishop shall issue a Pastoral Letter and so requests, it shall be the duty 
of every Minister in charge of a Congregation to read it to that Congregation on some 
occasion of public worship on a Lord's Day, not later than one month after it has been 
received. The Minister in charge may also cause copies of the same to be distributed to 
the members of that Congregation.  

Section 8. All controversies between the Rectors of two or more Congregations, or 
between a Congregation or its Vestry and its Rector, or between persons adversely 
claiming to be Vestry members of a Congregation, shall be referred to the Ecclesiastical 
Authority for adjudication.  

Article III 
The Annual Sessions of the Convention and Quorum  

Section 1. There shall be a Convention of the Church in the Diocese which shall be the 
chief governing body of the Diocese and which shall hold at least one session each year. 
The Annual session of the said Convention shall be convened on the second Friday in 
November, or at a time to be set by the Bishop of the Diocese, with the advice and 
consent of the Standing Committee, unless otherwise ordered by a previous Annual 
session of the Convention, or as provided in Section 2 of this Article.  

Section 2. For any sufficient cause, occurring after the designation of the place of the 
session, the Ecclesiastical Authority may change the time and place of such session.  

Section 3. Notice of the meeting of the Convention shall be given as provided in the 
Canons.  

Section 4. The presence of the Bishop, or the Bishop Coadjutor, or the Suffragan Bishop, 
if there be a Bishop, or a Bishop Coadjutor, or a Suffragan Bishop, and thirty of the 
Clergy entitled to seats in the Convention, and of Delegates from one-third of the 
Congregations in canonical union with this Diocese, taken together, shall be necessary for 
the transaction of business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day. In the 
event that both the Bishop and Bishop Coadjutor, if there be one, are prevented by illness, 
or other emergency, from attending the Convention, the Standing Committee may so 
certify to the Convention, and in such a case the presence of the Bishop, or the Bishop 
Coadjutor, if there be one, shall not be necessary for the transaction of business.  



Article IV 
The President of the Convention  

The Bishop, or at the Bishop's request, the Bishop Coadjutor shall be President of and 
preside in the Convention, and shall open it, or cause it to be opened with prayer. If there 
be no Bishop present, the Convention shall be called to order by the Secretary, and shall 
elect a President from among its voting members.  

Article V 
The Secretary of the Convention  

The Secretary of the Convention shall be appointed by the Bishop, subject to the approval 
of the Convention. The Secretary's duties shall be as set forth in the Canons. The 
Secretary may appoint any necessary Assistant Secretaries.  

Article VI 
Members of the Convention  

Section 1. The Convention shall be composed of Clergy and Lay Delegates. The Bishop 
or Bishops and every Minister of the Diocese canonically resident shall be members of 
this Convention.  

In addition, ordained Ministers of other denominations who, with written permission of 
the Bishop and the Standing Committee, serve as Pastors in Congregations of this 
Diocese shall be members of this Convention.  

Each Congregation in canonical union with this Diocese shall be entitled to one or more 
Lay Delegates as specified in the Canons. All Congregations shall be entitled to elect the 
same number of Alternates as Delegates.  

The Lay Members of the Standing Committee, the Lay Members of Diocesan Council, 
the Lay Deputies to General Convention, the Trustees of the Diocese, the Chancellor of 
the Diocese, the Treasurer of the Diocese, and the members of the Executive Board of the 
Episcopal Churchwomen of the Diocese shall be accorded seat and voice, but not vote, at 
all sessions, Annual and Special, of the Convention.  

Section 2. The Clergy and Lay Delegates in Convention shall deliberate in one body and 
shall vote as such on all questions not otherwise provided for, except when a vote by 
Orders is called for by eight members. On every question, unless otherwise provided, the 
votes of the majority of those present and voting, or, if the voting be by Orders, the votes 
of the majority of those present and voting in each Order shall decide. In such case, the 
concurrence of both Orders shall be necessary. when a vote by Orders is called for, each 
Cleric and Lay Delegate shall have one vote.  



Article VII 
Special Sessions of the Convention  

The Bishop or the Bishop Coadjutor shall have power to call Special sessions of the 
Convention when he may judge it important for the good of the Church, or when applied 
to for that purpose by the Standing Committee; and in case of a vacancy in the 
Episcopate, or the continued absence of the Bishops from the Diocese for six months, the 
Standing Committee shall have power to call a Special session of the Convention, and 
shall also do so, if applied to for that purpose by any five Presbyters or Vestries of the 
Diocese.  

Article VIII 
The Standing Committee  

Section 1. The Standing Committee, which shall be the Council of Advice to the Bishop 
in charge of the Diocese, shall consist of three Presbyters canonically and actually 
resident in the Diocese and of three lay persons, each of whom is a member in good 
standing in a Congregation in canonical union with the Diocese. Two members, one a 
Presbyter and one a Lay Person, shall be chosen at each Annual session of the 
Convention for a term of three years. No person may be elected for more than two (2) 
consecutive full terms. The officers of said Committee, required by the Canon of the 
General Convention, shall be elected annually by the Committee at their first meeting 
after the Diocesan Convention. At all meetings a majority of the members shall constitute 
a quorum.  

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Committee to keep a faithful record of all 
proceedings in a book maintained for that purpose, to preserve the originals of all papers 
or letters addressed to the Committee, to attest to the Committee's acts, and to deliver to 
his successor all books and papers which by virtue of his office have been committed to 
him. The minutes of the Committee, and all papers in its custody or control relative to the 
Church, shall be subject to the examination of the Bishop and the Convention.  

A vacancy occurring in the Committee may be filled by a vote of the remaining members 
by electing a person to serve until the next Annual session of the Convention of the 
Diocese, at which time the Convention shall chose a person to fill the unexpired term.  

Section 2. when the Diocese is without a Bishop, or in the case of the inability to act of 
the Bishop and the Bishop Coadjutor, if there be one, and the Suffragan Bishop, if there 
be one, the Standing Committee shall be the Ecclesiastical Authority for all purposes 
declared in the Canons of the General Convention and of this Diocese. In the case of the 
absence from the Diocese of the Bishop and the Bishop Coadjutor, if there be one, and 
the Suffragan Bishop, if there be one, the Standing Committee, if authorized so to act 
under the Episcopal hand and seal, shall in like manner be the Ecclesiastical Authority.  



Article IX 
Election of Deputies to General Convention and Members of Standing Committee  

Deputies to General Convention and members of the Standing Committee shall be elected 
by joint ballot of the Clergy and Laity and a majority of those present and voting shall be 
required for an election. In case of a failure or omission to elect such Deputies or 
members of the Standing Committee, the persons last elected shall continue to serve until 
others are chosen. If, after four (4) ballots, the election of Deputies to General 
Convention or members of the Standing Committee has not been completed, the positions 
still vacant may be filled by a plurality vote, if authorized by three-fourths (3/4) of the 
members of the Convention present and voting. Election by ballot may be dispensed with 
by an unanimous vote of the Convention. Alternate Deputies shall be elected as provided 
for in the Canons.  

Article X 
Suspension or Dissolution of a Congregation  

Any congregation may be suspended from the right of representation in the convention, 
or its connection with the diocese may be wholly dissolved by a vote of two-thirds of 
each order, whenever the same be deemed conducive to the interests of the Church. Any 
Congregation which has not paid its full assessment for the preceding calendar year by 
June 30 of any year or by one week before the scheduled date for the Annual meeting of 
the Convention if that precedes June 30, shall, ipso facto, be deprived of Lay 
representation in that year's Convention unless excused by vote of the Convention.  

Article XI 
Amending the Constitution  

A proposition for amendment shall be laid before an Annual session of the Convention in 
writing, and, if approved by a majority vote of the Convention, shall lie over until the 
next Annual session of the Convention; and if then adopted by two-thirds (2/3) of the 
total vote of the Clergy and Laity voting on the question, the proposed amendment shall 
become part of the Constitution, effective immediately or at the time specified in the 
amendment.  

 


