
Constitution and Canons proposals: 135th Convention  
 
The Constitution and Canons Committee unanimously agreed to bring four proposals to 
convention for consideration and action this year.  
Proposals: 
- Change diocesan canons to permit deacons to stand for election as clergy to Diocesan Council, 
and 
- Change the diocese’s Constitution to permit deacons to stand for election as clergy to Standing 
Committee. 
Reasoning: There remain only two places where deacons are precluded from the ability to be 
elected to positions within the diocese where clergy are eligible for election – Diocesan Council 
and Standing Committee. The committee received requests from Diocesan Council, Standing 
Committee, provosts and deans, as well as deacons Pamela Elwell and Douglas Argue, to 
eliminate this discrimination against deacons, so that they would stand equal with priests in 
eligibility to stand for election to these important diocesan bodies. The committee concurs with 
this change and recommends changes to the Canons and the Constitution. 
Action items: 
1. Be it resolved that Canon XII.3 be amended to eliminate the word “Presbyter” and substitute 
therefor the word “Clergy.” 
2. Be it resolved that Article VIII of the Constitution be amended to eliminate use of the word 
“Presbyter” and substitute therefor the word “Clergy.” 
Proposal 
- Change diocesan canons to permit clergy of other denominations with which The Episcopal 
Church is in full communion and who serve a diocesan congregation to have full rights as clergy 
at our conventions. 
Reasoning : As The Episcopal Church has increased the list of denominations with which we are 
in full communion, so the service of clergy from these full-communion denominations to our 
congregations has increased. The committee recommends that a cleric of a full-communion 
denomination who is serving in any congregation of the diocese should be entitled to participate 
in convention as though an Episcopal clergy member, while serving that congregation. We 
therefore recommend an addition to Canon III.3. 
Action item: 
Be it resolved that Canon III.3 be amended to add the following sentence at its end: “In addition 
to Clergy canonically resident in the Diocese, any cleric duly ordained in a denomination in full 
communion with the National Church who is serving in any Congregation shall be entitled to 
seat, voice and vote so long as that person is at that time in the service of said Congregation.” 
Proposal 
- Add a specific reference within our canons to the “Dennis Canon” that is in the canons of The 
Episcopal Church. 
Reasoning: The Dennis Canon is The Episcopal Church’s provision that governs property within 
the Church and diocese. Consistent with constitutional legal rulings, it generally provides that all 
property held by entities within The Episcopal Church is held in trust for The Episcopal Church 
and the diocese. The committee recommends that a specific incorporation of this provision be 
included as a helpful reminder and reference within our canons. 
Action item:  



Be it resolved that Canon XI be amended to add a new section 7, to read as follows: 
“All Property Held in Trust. 
7. The Diocese is a constituent part of the National Church, and all Congregations, corporations, 
societies, committees or organizations of the Diocese of Southern Ohio are constituent parts of 
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, and as such accede to the doctrine, discipline and worship of the 
National Church and to the Constitutions and Canons of the National Church and the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio. As provided in the National Church’s Canons, the Diocese of Southern Ohio and 
its constituent parts hold title to all property, real and personal, in their care and custody in trust 
for the National Church and the Diocese of Southern Ohio.” 


