MINISTRY MEMO 
for
Clergy, Wardens and Lay Leaders of the

Diocese of Nebraska

June 16, 2008
From the Bishop: A Special Appeal for Camp Counselors

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I am writing by way of this Ministry Memo to ask for your help—whether you are lay or ordained.  As you know one of our most important ministries for young people has been the summer camping program, which has provided opportunities over the years for junior and senior high youth to gather for fellowship, recreation, and faith formation.

This summer’s senior high camp is July 17-20, and junior camp is July 28-August 1.  We are in great need of volunteers to serve at both of these camps in the following capacities:

· Adult counselors, especially male counselors, for both camps

· A music leader for junior camp

· A nurse for senior camp

· Spiritual directors for both camps

Both events will be at Camp Comeca near Cozad.  You can find staff applications online at http://www.episcopal-ne.org/youth/default.aspx, or by contacting Robin Heller at 402-699-2863 or by e-mail at Heller101@cox.net.

Whether you are clergy or lay, have camp experience or not, we need you for this summer’s camps to be a complete success.  Please respond and offer your help in this important ministry.

And remember that this Sunday, June 22 is designated Camp Comeca Sunday and set aside to promote the camps in your parishes.  More information on how to promote Camp Comeca Sunday is found in this Ministry Memo.  

Grace and Peace,

+Joe

P.S.  I leave for the Lambeth Conference on July 11.  I will be in residence from July 12-15 at Brecon Cathedral in Wales, where I will also preach on Sunday, July 13.  I ask that you keep us all in your prayers.  Please read the following appeal from our Presiding Bishop which calls the whole church to prayer this coming Sunday, June 22, for the Lambeth Conference.  I hope you will all honor and keep this time of prayer in your liturgies this weekend.  –JGB
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June 4, 2008

To the people of The Episcopal Church:
As we move toward a great gathering of bishops from across the Anglican Communion, I call

this whole Church to a Day of Prayer on 22 June. The Lambeth Conference represents one

important way of building connections and relationships between churches in vastly different

contexts, and reminding us of the varied nature of the Body of Christ. 
I would bid your prayers for openness of spirit, vulnerability of heart, and eagerness of mind, that we might all learn to see the Spirit at work in the other. I bid your prayers for a peaceful spirit, a lessening of tension, and a real willingness to work together for the good of God’s whole creation.
As many of you know, the Anglican Communion is one of the largest networks of human

connection in the world. Churches are to be found beyond the ends of paved or dirt roads,

ministering to and with people in isolated and difficult situations. That far-flung network is

the result, in part, of seeds planted by a colonial missionary history. The fruit that has

resulted is diverse and local, and indeed, unpalatable to some in other parts of the world. Our

task at the Lambeth Conference is to engage that diverse harvest, discover its blessings and

challenges, and commit ourselves to the future of this network. We must begin to examine

the fruit of our colonial history, in a transparent way and with great humility, if we are ever

going to heal the wounds of the past, which continue into the present. With God’s help, that

is possible. I ask your prayers. I can think of no better starting place than the prayer for the

Church (BCP p 515):
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

I remain

Your servant in Christ,
Katharine Jefferts Schori
Parishes in Transition

If you have a position in your parish that you would like to see posted here, please contact Canon John Schaefer at the diocesan office.

All Saints Church in Omaha: is seeking a full-time Director of Music to oversee, lead, and develop the musical life of the parish.  The church is seeking a team player with a heart for all types of worship music 

Please contact All Saints church directly about this position. Their address is: 9302 Blondo
Omaha, Nebraska  68134 Phone number: 402 393-8612 or office@allsaintsomaha.com
Church of the Resurrection, Omaha: The vestry has formed a Search Committee and is beginning work on a parish profile. The immediate plan is to interview and call an interim rector to serve for a designated period of time although supply clergy have been used to date.

Church of the Holy Spirit, Bellevue:  The Search Committee is finishing up its parish profile and hopes to be ready to receive candidate names by the end of June.

St. Augustine’s Church, Elkhorn/Omaha:  The Search Committee is also finishing up its parish profile and hopes to be ready to receive candidate names by the end of June.

St. John’s in Valentine and St. John’s in Broken Bow are continuing to look for part time clergy to serve their respective parishes.  A possibility exists for some joint ministry between a parish in the Diocese of South Dakota (Winter) and St. John’s in Valentine that may be full time. If you know of any priest who may be interested in either of these positions, please contact Canon John Schaefer at the diocesan office.

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE AND DIOCESAN EVENTS
June – December 2008
June 2008
June 20-21
Diocesan Daughters of the King, Grand Island

June 22
Bishop’s Visitation, St. David’s Lincoln

June 22
Ordination to the Diaconate, Stephanie Ulrich, 5:00 p.m. All Saints, Omaha

June 26-27
Bishop at Cathedral College, Washington, D.C.

June 28
Meeting with Presiding Bishop, Washington National Cathedral, 8 a.m.

June 28
Ordination, Eugene Sutton as Bishop of Maryland, National Cathedral, 11 a.m.

July 2008
July 8-13
National Episcopal Youth Event, Trinity University, San Antonio, TX

July 16 – August 3
 Lambeth Conference, Canterbury, England. 

July 17-20
Senior Camp Comeca, Cozad
July 28-Aug 1
Junior Camp Comeca, Cozad

August 2008

August 23
Western Deanery Meeting at Holy Apostles Mitchell 10:00 a.m.

September 2008


Sept. 1

Happening Eucharist, St. Luke’s, Kearney

Sept. 2

Bishop and Chairs, COM and Standing Comm, St. Augustine’s, Elkhorn/Omaha

Sept. 5

Executive Commission Meeting, Holy Trinity, Lincoln, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sept. 7

Bishop’s Visitation, St. Francis, Scottsbluff
Sept. 14
Bishop’s Visitation, Christ Church, Beatrice, St. Luke’s, Wymore

Sept. 16-19
House of Bishops’ Called Meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah

Sept. 19-21
Deacons’ Retreat, Benedictine Center, Schuyler

Sept 19-20
Order of St. Luke’s Healing Mission at St. Martha’s Papillion Time TBA

Sept. 21
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Andrew’s, Seward

Sept. 22-24
Midwest Bishops, St. Louis

Sept. 26-28
Anglican Theological Review Board, Seabury Western, Evanston, IL

Sept. 30
Bishop and Trustees, Clarkson Center

October 2008

Oct. 5

Bishop’s Visitation, Oregon Trail Trinity Cluster, Ogallala, Oshkosh, Bridgeport

Oct. 12

Bishop’s Visitation, Holy Apostles, Mitchell, and Calvary, Hyannis
Oct. 19

Bishop’s Visitation, St. Luke’s, Plattsmouth

Oct. 26

Bishop’s Visitation, St. Luke’s, Kearney

November 2008

Nov. 2

Bishop’s Visitation, Grace Church, Chadron

Nov. 7-9
Annual Council, Gering Convention Center, Gering

Nov. 16
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Matthew’s, Lincoln
Nov. 23
Bishop’s Visitation, Our Savior, North Platte

Nov. 30
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Martin’s, Omaha

December 2008

Dec. 2

Bishop and Trustees, Clarkson Center

Dec. 7

Bishop’s Visitation, Holy Trinity, Lincoln

Dec. 8-10
House of Bishops’ Theology Committee, Washington National Cathedral

Dec. 14
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Augustine’s, DeWitt

Dec. 21
Bishop’s Visitation, St. James, Fremont

Dec. 24
Bishop in Residence, Trinity Cathedral, Omaha
Announcing:
Camp Comeca Sunday
Sunday, June 22nd
Celebrate our diocese’s rich and wonderful tradition of Camp! For over 30 years the Episcopal Diocese of Nebraska has been providing a safe, fun, spiritual camp experience.  Support this great youth event by participating in the diocesan-wide Camp Sunday.

Ideas for observing Camp Comeca Sunday:
· Conduct your parish registration drive today.
· Ask former campers to wear their camp t-shirt.
· Make time in your announcements for camp.
· Collect scholarship $$ – sending a child to camp - $175.
· Be sure camp is promoted in your newsletters and bulletins.
· Ask former campers to share their camp experience.
· Display the counselors wanted posters & seek commitments.
· Any other way that works for your parish!
Contact Robin Heller to receive your camp promo packet
402.289.0055 or heller101@cox.net 
Be sure to take pictures of your camp celebration
and send them to Robin!
Go to the Diocesan Website for more information about Camps!

www.episcopal-ne.org/youth
A Day in the Life

The Bishop’s Journal
May 2008
May 1.  Spent morning preparing for upcoming travel and meetings.  Drove to Lincoln this afternoon for the ordination to the priesthood of Ryan Hall, Curate of St. Mark’s on the Campus.  There was a great turnout for the service tonight, including members of the Executive Commission and Bishop and Trustees.  As usual at St. Mark’s, the liturgy and music were a treat, and festive reception followed.

May 2-3.   At the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln early this morning to participate in the Church Pension Group sponsored conference called “Planning for Tomorrow” for clergy who are part of the Church Pension Fund system.  Very helpful information and strategies for economic, vocational, and spiritual wellness.  A good turnout, but I have a feeling many who would have greatly benefitted from this weekend were not able to join us.

May 4.  Drove early to Hastings for Visitation at St. Mark’s Pro-Cathedral.  Assisted by Dean Robert Neske, I celebrated, preached, and presided at confirmation.  Good liturgy and music today.  A wonderful pot-luck lunch followed in the undercroft.  Following lunch, and a quick look at very strategic adjacent property that St. Mark’s is on the verge of purchasing, Dean Neske and I drove to Harvard for a 2 p.m. service at St. John’s for the faithful community that continues to worship there.  It is always a pleasure to be in these parishes, and today was no exception.  Drove to Omaha, arriving late afternoon.

May 5.  Attended an honors program at the College of St. Mary today where Marty was honored with the school’s highest award for “Inspiring Excellence.”  This afternoon I celebrated eucharist in the chapel of Trinity Cathedral honoring Bob and Diana Bee for their many years of service to this diocese in many different capacities.  Following the service the diocesan staff hosted a reception in their honor in the Clarkson Center, and many friends and colleagues came to wish them well as they prepare to move to Kansas City.

May 6.  Late morning staff meeting which continued through lunch.  Afternoon appointment with Jerry Thompson, Rector of St. Mark’s on the Campus, followed by miscellaneous office work.   In the evening, Bob and Diana Bee joined Marty and me as  our guests for a dinner out to celebrated their upcoming new beginnings.  It was a good visit with good friends and colleagues who will be greatly missed!

May 7.  Home office, preparing for upcoming meetings and weekend visitation.

May 8.  Morning spent on sermon for Sunday, and writing brief paper for next meeting of Bishops’ Theology Committee next week.  Drove to Kearney this afternoon, picked up Tim Anderson and drove on from there to McCook.  We were joined by our Financial Administrator Sue Renninger for meeting with the wardens and vestry of St. Alban’s, McCook, and their new rector, Mary Hendricks.  Following the meeting Tim and I drove back to Kearney, arriving late.

May 9.  In hotel room this morning, working on materials for this weekend’s Executive Commission Meeting, which began this afternoon at St. Luke’s Church in Kearney.  Tonight the Commission was treated to a wonderful social hour at the home of Richard Kauders, and then a lavish dinner at  the home of Karen Park, prepared by her son who is a trained chef.  It was a great evening, and a memorable time! 

May 10.  The Executive Commission met early for eucharist in the chapel at St. Luke’s, where I celebrated and preached, assisted by Archdeacon James Visger.  Fr. Jerry Ness then welcomed us to St. Luke’s, and we continued our meeting until adjournment a bit before the noon hour.  I remained for a couple of brief meetings with commission members, and then left to drive home.  Back in Omaha, I spent the late afternoon and evening finishing sermon for tomorrow, and packing for trip.

May 11.  The Day of Pentecost.  I drove to Holy Spirit, Bellevue, for visitation, confirmation/reception, assisted by interim rector Ruth Jaynes, Fr. Larry Jaynes, and Deacon Diana Champagne.  Good visit with many parishioners at lunch in the undercroft following the service.  Left the parish in time to make a quick stop at home and then get to airport for late afternoon flight to Washington, DC.  Enjoyed dinner with my seminarian son, Jody, and then overnight at Virginia Theological Seminary.

May 12-15.  The House of Bishops’ Theology Committee met at the seminary for our first full meeting of this triennium with our consulting academic theologians.  It was a very stimulating and positive series of sessions.  I traveled back to Omaha late on Thursday morning.

May 16.  In home office, catching up on email, etc., and working on sermon for Sunday’s visitation.

May 17.  Quiet day off at home.

May 18.  Visitation at St. Martha’s in Papillion, where I preached at the 9 a.m. service, and Curate Mark Selvey celebrated.  At the 11 a.m. service, I celebrated, preached, and presided over the rites of initiation, confirmation, reception, and reaffirmation.  Enjoyed being part of my first experience with baptism in a font/pool where one of the candidates was immersed; truly a moving experience!  Had a great lunch in Krotz Hall following the service, and brief but positive meeting with the clergy and vestry following lunch.  St. Martha’s continues to grow and expand their ministries in this rapidly expanding area of our metro area.  

May 19.  Home Office today, catching up on backlog.

May 20.   Meeting this morning of Bishop and Trustees at St. Andrew’s, Omaha.  Early afternoon meeting of the Clarkson Foundation at the Clarkson Center.  Mid-afternoon meeting with Canon Judi Yeates in office.  Late afternoon visit and meeting with Fr. Jay Gabb at St. Augustine’s.  Then early evening telephone conference with Rae Whitney, member of St. Francis, Scottsbluff, and a noted composer of hymn texts, who will be helping with our music and worship at this year’s Annual Council in Gering.

May 21.  Morning meeting of diocesan staff, which continued through lunch.  Personal appointments and business in the afternoon.

May 22.  Midday meeting with Judi Yeates in diocesan office.  Early afternoon appointment with Fr. Daniel Kuot for update on his continuing mission in the Sudan.  Late afternoon meeting with Liz Montes, who leads our multicultural ministries in Lexington.  Home late to finish preparations for upcoming travel.

 May 23-29.  Left early morning on the 23rd to fly to LaGuardia Airport in New York City, in time for a full afternoon of meetings at Church Pension Group offices.  Weekend trip to “Ground Zero,” and services at St. Bartholomew’s Church in Manhattan.  Enjoyed visits with clergy and lay staff members of this parish that is “re-inventing” itself in a thriving downtown area.  Tom Ehrich, who was our Annual Council guest and speaker last October, is on the staff here.

From Monday, May 26 through Thursday morning, May 29, I joined several members of my 2003/4 “Class” of bishops for meetings and continuing education at General Theological Seminary, including a day of intense media training at Auburn Seminary, also in Manhattan.  Flew home Thursday afternoon.

May 30-31.  Traveled to Mississippi to take part in my High School Class reunion in Newton, Mississippi (our 42nd!).  Marty joins me to begin a week of vacation in the region.
DIOCESE OF NEBRASKA STAFF/ RESOURCE LIST
109 North 18th Street

Omaha, Nebraska 68102

(402) 341-5373            (402) 341-8683 (Fax)     Toll Free Number (866) 341-5373

email: diocese@episcopal-ne.org     Web: www.episcopal-ne.org
_______________________________________________________________________
Bishop – Ext 116

The Rt. Rev. Joe Goodwin Burnett 


Email: jburnett@episcopal-ne.org
Canon to the Ordinary – Ext 119



Rev. Canon Judi Yeates



Email: jyeates@episcopal-ne.org



Canon for Development and Executive Director, Bishop Clarkson Episcopal Foundation

The Rev. Canon Timothy Anderson


Email: tanderson@episcopal-ne.org
402-944-2830

(cell) 402-699-1670

Canon for Clergy Development and Parish Renewal – Ext 122
The Rev. Dr. John Schaefer



Email: jschaefer@episcopal-ne.org
Cell (402) 690-0991     



 

Christian Formation Consultant and Resource Center – Ext 138

The Rev. Ruth Jaynes



Email:  rjaynes@episcopal-ne.org
Diocesan Youth Coordinators - Located in each Deanery 

Central Deanery- Noelle Ptomey  

Email :nptomey@episcopal-ne.org
Eastern Deanery – Robin Heller  

Email: heller101@cox.net
Southeastern Deanery – Janet Squires  
Email: jsquires@episcopal-ne.org
Northeastern Deanery -  Karen Coolidge  
Email: kcoolidg_1@msn.com
Archdeacon
The Ven. James Visger

402-483-5712





Email: visgermnj@aol.com
Nebraska Episcopalian

Don Rabbe, Editor

 (402) 483-5528  




Email: therabbes@inebraska.com
Diocesan Administrator, and Assistant to the Bishop – Ext 118

Nancy Nichols




Email: nnichols@episcopal-ne.org
Financial Administrator – Ext 127

Sue Renninger




Email: srenninger@episcopal-ne.org
Front Office Administrator – Ext 114

Jan Wadleigh 





Email: jwadleigh@episcopal-ne.org
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