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Episcopal Community Volunteers Make Western Days 2009 a Success
Another Record Setter

Residents and families benefiting from the care and services provided in the
Memory Center of Saint Simeon's Episcopal Home will enjoy a $500,000
remodel thanks to the supporters of Western Days 2009 - The Driller's Bash.
For over 15 years, Saint Simeon's Memory Center has provided Residents
loving care in their home-like living accommodations with the added bonus of the
Home's warm water activity pool, exercise rooms, Ice Cream Parlor, Bistro,
Chapel, outdoor walking paths and other life enriching activities.

Over 600 supporters gathered together in the Central Park Hall "Oil Patch"
at EXPO Square in Tulsa, Oklahoma on Tuesday, September 15th.  Oil derricks,
oil field signs and memorabilia took guests down memory lane as they bid on over
160 auction items, purchased homemade items donated by the Saint Simeon's
staff led by Denise Fack, Environmental Services, and hand sewn items made by
Residents led by Resident Marie Millar.  Guests also enjoyed a "wine pull" and
miniature horses.

The Honorable Joseph Morris, St. John's, Tulsa, paid special tribute to Eileen
and Jim Hewgley, St. John's, Tulsa, Honorary Chairs for Western Days 2009,
for their more than 40 years of support of the Home.

Event Chairs Lucy and John Barker, St. Dunstan's, Tulsa thanked the over 90
volunteers who made the event a success including Mary Ann Hille, Maggie Hille
Yar and Kajeer Yar for their outstanding work as Patron Chairs.

The Rev. Irv Cutter, St. John's, Tulsa, Emcee, noted that the Saint Simeon's
Home and Foundation Boards of Trustees made two separate $1,000 contribu-
tions to the Resident Benevolent Fund as expressions of appreciation for the
leadership provided by Eileen and Jim Hewgley and Lucy and John Barker.

Lindsay Hurley Fick, President and CEO of the Home, introduced "Sentimen-
tal Journey," a short video highlighting families who spoke to the benefits of the
loving care provided to their loved ones in the Memory Center homes.  Marsha
Kimbrell and Karen Rose, whose mother Norma White is a Resident in the
Memory Center, stated, "Mother was a teacher for over 35 years and she would
give Saint Simeon's an 'A' for their Attitude and their Activities.  Mother is very
happy at Saint Simeon's and we can see the contentment on her face. As a
professionally trained pianist, she enjoys playing the piano for the other Residents
and she is looking forward to swimming in the new warm water pool. "

The evening concluded with Tommy Williams, volunteer auctioneer, leading
a rowdy live auction for incredible trips, artworks and special dinners.  One of
the special dinners featured six priestly "Chefs" in our "Heaven's Kitchen."  The
high bidder is going to enjoy the culinary talents of The Rev. Canon John Powers,
St. Bede's - Wesport and Saint Simeon's Foundation Trustee, The Rev. Joseph
Alsay, Trinity, Tulsa, The Rev. Irv Cutter, St. John's and Saint Simeon's Home
Trustee, The Rev. Mary Ann Hill, St. Dunstan's, Tulsa, The Rev. Bill Holly, St.
Aidan's, Tulsa and Saint Simeon's Chaplain, and The Rev. Stephen McKee,
Trinity, Tulsa and Saint Simeon's Home Trustee) with special guests The Rt. Rev.
Dr. Ed and Debbie Konieczny.  The high bidder and seven guests will enjoy the
company of Bishop Ed and Debbie and a delicious meal prepared by the "chefs."

Lucy and John Barker note, "We are grateful for the outpouring of support
from Bishop Ed and Debbie as well as the Priests and Parishioners of the

Bishop Ed and Debbie celebrate with Lucy and John Barker, Event
Chairs, Western Days 2009 hosted by Saint Simeon's Foundation.

The chefs of "Heaven's Kitchen" don angel wings, chef hats and aprons
were auctioned off helping to raise more than $465,000 for the Home's
Memory Center remodel.  Pictures are The Rev. Stephen McKee, The Rev.
Irv Cutter, The Rev. Canon John Powers, The Rev. Mary Ann Hill and
The Rev. Bill Holly.  Not pictured: The Rev. Joseph Alsay.

By Steve Mason, Executive Director, St. Simeon’s

See WESTERN DAYS Page B

Photos provided by St. Simeon’s
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Province VII Youth Board Meeting Report
by Andrew Roberts, Oklahoma Rep and Tanner Trammell, At-Large Rep

For the fall meeting, the Province VII Youth Board met in Little Rock,
Arkansas. The meeting was very productive and ranged in the topics of
communication, finances, and event collaboration. New things that the board
members will be carrying out are intentional prayer on a weekly basis, the sending
of youth and adult representatives to events in other dioceses, and a new way of
communicating the events of the board to non-board members.

Also while in Little Rock, the Province VII Youth Board visited the Heifer
Village of Heifer International. Heifer Village uses interactive exhibits and engages
educational programming to answer the question, "How can you help end
hunger?" The visitors of Heifer Village are introduced to the innovative work
providing livestock and training to families worldwide, and focuses on sustainable,
practical and cost-efficective solutions to hunger and poverty. This tour was very
moving and gave us inspiration to help our neighbors within the province and within
the world.

Episcopal community in northeast Oklahoma and across the state in support of
Western Days 2009!  Because of their efforts, Saint Simeon's will be able to utilize
all net proceeds to rehabilitate and remodel the Memory Center.  As a mission of
the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, Saint Simeon's is a leader in high quality care
for its residents, including those residents of the Memory Center that are living with
Alzheimer's and other forms of dementia.  The Home's programs and services
benefit not only the Residents and Families of the Home but are also a model for
other senior living facilities in our region.  As members of the Episcopal Church,
we can be pleased that the Home is able to offer care and hope to residents and
families, and that it is held in such high regard."

WESTERN DAYS continued from Page A
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Dear Friends,

In just a few weeks we will
gather in Bartlesville for our
Annual Diocesan Convention.
This is always a time of great
joy for me as we come together
to celebrate our shared ministry
and discern our way forward in
building the Body of Christ.

As some of you may have heard at the regional pre-
convention meetings, there are two significant opportu-
nities before us:

First, following more than a year of reflection and
discussion, a proposal for restructuring the committees
of our diocese will be presented. This restructuring will
provide us with a centralized focus to be about the
mission of the church; and invite more Lay and Clergy
participation into the decisions of the diocese.

Second, keeping with the promise I made during the
walk about and following my election, we are propos-
ing a new process for what has been known as the
"Assessments". This new "Mutual Ministry Support"
process will lower the rate used to calculate support
from congregations; ease the burden; and provide for
greater flexibility at the local level to respond to cash
flow needs and unforeseen economic changes.

Through this new process, it is estimated that more
than a half million dollars will remain with congrega-
tions for local ministry, programs and outreach in 2010.

In addition to these two opportunities, we will re-
ceive the 2010 budget which reflects a reduction of over
$1 million from previous years in response to the cur-
rent economy and hear about our efforts around Congre-
gational Development and Church Growth.

I look forward to seeing all of you in Bartlesville and
pray that this will be a time of celebration for all of us.

Peace,

+Bishop Ed
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Retired clergy and spouses
gather for annual fall retreat

Retirees met at St. Crispin’s Conference Center on October 12 and 13 for
their annual fall gathering. The Rev. Dwight Helt, St. John’s, Norman, pre-
sented the group with an overview of General Convention followed by discus-
sion. Mrs. Nancy Thompson, Diocesan Center, shared information about the
Church Pension Fund and 2010 insurance changes followed by questions and
answers. Charles Brown presented a brief overview of Ardmore Village. As
always, there was time for renewing of friendships, reminiscing and a great
movie. Front row:  Sheila Ohl, Bill Ellington, Virginia Hoover, Joyce Jackson,
Barney Jackson, Mary Ashby, Jack Powers, John Marlin, Bob Evans, Anne
Evans  Back row:  Wallis Ohl, Patt Ellington, Norman Alexandre, Charlotte
Alexandre, Mary Lu Walker, Tom Walker, Georgia Gates, Bob Gates  Not
pictured:  Paul and Patsy Ostrander, Charles and Bettye Brown.

"Be Mary ––  Be Martha - Be Both!" was the theme for a gathering of
women from several Tulsa churches on September 25th at St. Dunstan's.
Based on the story in the Gospel of Luke, the women were encouraged to use
Mary and Martha as role models at the event.  New Hope, Iron Gate,
Clarehouse, the Shawl Ministry of St. Dunstan's, and the Community Garden
of St. John's were all represented, and women who wanted to pattern their
acts on Mary were encouraged to learn more about those outreach ministries.
Women who wanted to pattern themselves on Martha were provided with
service projects to support the ministries, and the "Martha" participants
decorated Halloween bags for the children served by New Hope, and they
made note cards for the use of the families assisted by Clarehouse.  "One of
the things that we as Christians do is to surround ourselves with a community
that nurtures our faith, and I have gained a lot from my relationships with
Episcopal women from all over Oklahoma," said Barbara Woltz, the Tulsa
Region representative on the Executive Board of the Oklahoma Episcopal
Church Women.  "This event was an opportunity both to learn more about the
outreach ministries that our Tulsa-area churches are supporting and to create
and strengthen the relationships of women in those churches."

The Rev. Susanne Methven, the Rev. Judy Gann, "Dana," who came with
one of the Clarehouse volunteers, and Barbara Lawson, a volunteer with
Clarehouse, work on a service project making note cards for the use of
the families served by Clarehouse.

Episcopal Church Women from the Oklahoma City region met at The Episco-
pal Church of the Resurrection on Saturday, September 26, for a program and
luncheon.  Charlotte Lankard, author and columnist for The Oklahoman urged
those in attendance "Don't Skip Recess" –– the title of her presentation dealing
with relaxation and reduction of stress. Members from churches throughout
the region enjoyed the uplifting program which included lots of audience
participation. A luncheon provided by ladies from  Church of the Resurrection
followed.

Photo provided

Photo provided

Oklahoma Episcopal Church
Women Events

Photo provided

2009 Clergy Conference at St. Crispin’s

A time for reuniting with friends –– Kitty
Dutcher and Doyal Davis

Time with Bishop Ed

A time for worship –– Mike Jasper, Kay
Harvey, Bishop Ed and Leonel Blanco

A time for learning –– Nicholas Knisely,
Dean of Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix,  and
Marla Quattrone, Brand Developer and
parishioner of Trinity,discussed using
technology as a tool for evangelism.

Time to pause for a photo –– John Lock,
Charles Blizzard and Sonny Varella
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Acolytes from St. John's, Oklahoma City
at 30th Annual National Acolyte Festival

Imagine the excitement of joining over 1,100 other acolytes from all over the
country in an hour-long procession down the long center aisle of the magnificent
National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.  With streamers flying, incense swinging,
and our cross and banner held high, that is exactly what a group of eight acolytes
from St. John's, Oklahoma City, had the opportunity to do on Saturday, October
10, 2009.  The eight acolytes attending were Mark Anderson, Sophie Burns,
Alaina Chai, Miranda Jackson, Victor Jackson, Madison Morgan, Amanda
Smith, and Julian Thomason.  Also participating in the service were Patricia Riden,
Acolyte Directress for St. John's, Fr. David Stock, Rector of St. John's, and
Mother Emily Schnabl, Rector of St. Christopher's, Midwest City.  After the
service, everyone had the chance to explore the Cathedral and search for
gargoyles, grotesques, and of course, Darth Vader.

While in Washington, the acolytes and sponsors laid a wreath at the Tomb of
the Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, had a personal tour of the U.S.
Capitol, and visited the Lincoln Memorial, the Washington Monument, the
Jefferson Memorial, as well as the Air and Space and American History
Museums.  It was an amazing adventure, and we would do it all over again in a
heartbeat.

The acolytes are especially grateful to St. John's parishioners who donated
over $5700.00 in August to help pay their airfare and hotel expenses.  We could
not have done it without them, and we took them in our hearts the entire way.

Oklahoma Diocesan Youth Lock–In

November 20, 2009 7:00 pm to
November 21, 2009 12:00 pm

A Diocean youth lock-in will be held November  20–21, 2009 at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church, Bartlesville, during the Diocesan Convention.
For grades 9th-12th, activities will be music, dance, crafts, movies,
games, food, worship, and lots more! Cost is $5. Interested? Contact
Penny Williams at oklaborn@sbcglobal.net.

St. Crispin’s Guitar Weekend

November 13 & 14, 2009

Open to all ages and levels –– Beginners to Seasoned Players

Contact Penny Williams at oklaborn@sbcglobal.net –  918.766.2157
or

Registration Facilitator, Juanita Green at juanitagrn@aol.com
918.841.1922

First row, left to right: Amanda Smith, Miranda Jackson, Julian Thomason,
and Madison Morgan. Second row, left to right: Victor Jackson, Alaina
Chai, Patricia Riden, and Sophie Burns. Back row, left to right: Emily
Schnabl, David Stock and Mark Anderson.
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By Patricia Riden, St. John’s, Oklahoma City

November Calendar
1 All Saints’ Day

Bishop’s Visitation to All Saints’, Duncan
Daylight Saving Time ends

5 Prison Ministry Meeting, Diocesan Center

8 Bishop’s Visitation at St. John’s, Norman

11 Veterans’ Day -- Diocesan Office Closed

13-14 Guitar Weekend, St. Crispin’s Conference Center

14 Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev. Bill Martin, 11:00 a.m.
St. Martin of Tours, Pryor

15 Bishop’s Visitation at Church of the Good Shepherd, Sapulpa

16 Finance Committee, 10:00 a.m., Diocesan Center

17 Tulsa Regional Clericus Meeting, 11:00 a.m., St. John’s, Tulsa

19 Standing Committee, St. Luke’s, Bartlesville

20–21 Diocesan Convention hosted by St. Luke’s, Bartlesville

26–27 Thanksgiving – Diocesan Office Closed

Retreat for Senior High Youth in December
Happening is an intense, amazing and inspirational retreat for high school

students!!  Participants must be in, or have completed grades 10, 11, or 12.  The
retreat is led primarily by high school and college students, and can be attended
only once –– however, several former participants return as staff members, in
the years that follow.

Happening is full of music, discussion, surprises, laughter and new
friends…won't you join us?

Our next Happening is scheduled for Sunday, December 27th through
Tuesday, December 29th, 2009.  The full cost is $80, which covers food, supplies
and activities for the two day event!  The December Happening will be held at
Christ Church, in Tulsa.

 Registration forms are online at www.episcopaloklahoma.org. Mail a check
for either a $40 deposit, or the full amount of $80 to the address listed below.
Checks should be made out to The Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma (indicate
"Happening" in check memo), 924 N. Robinson, OKC 73102.  Remaining fees
will be collected upon arrival.

Questions?  Call The Rev. Bert Bibens (918) 859-8586.

Parish Life News
We would like to post your information regarding training, workshops, guest
speakers, and parish events on the diocesan website. Please send your parish
events to Diane Ellsworth at dellsworth@episcopaloklahoma.org or call
405-232-4820 or 800-584-0823.

Articles and photos for Oklahoma’s Mission are due first week of the
preceding month of publication, i.e., January issue deadline is first week in
December.


