
 

 

 

A Letter from Bishop Burnett to the Lay and Clergy Members of the Diocese of Nebraska 

May 15, 2010 

 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Today I am 62 years old—and I must say I can hardly believe it!  This coming summer also 

marks some 44 consecutive years of my full or part time church work in a variety of roles—as a 

student pastor and youth minister; a seminarian; a parish priest; a seminary professor; and now a 

bishop.  Truly, I have been blessed beyond measure in a vocation rich with joy and service! 

 

Reflecting on these many years has led me to undertake some deep discernment about my life 

and my future.  As a result I have felt for some time now a “call” to step back from the all-

consuming work of a diocesan bishop.  In this regard, I just recently received an invitation that I 

believe is more than mere coincidence.  It is an answer to many fervent prayers for guidance. 

 

I have been invited to serve as the Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Maryland, effective April 

1, 2011.  After several weeks of intense thought and prayer, I have decided to accept this 

invitation.  I believe it is a call of the Holy Spirit, and that it offers just what is needed at this 

pivotal time in my life and vocation—a new and still challenging Episcopal ministry, but also 

one that moves at a somewhat different pace.  I will be joining a friend and colleague of many 

years, the Right Reverend Eugene Sutton, now finishing his second year as the Bishop of 

Maryland.  I anticipate working with him for approximately two years, after which I will begin to 

move toward full retirement. 

 

I want to assure you that my plan to accept this call will not impede the programs, mission and 

ministry of the Diocese of Nebraska.  I will devote my time and energy during this next year to 

making sure that these will move forward unabated.  I am also working very closely with the 

chancellor, the president of the Standing Committee, the canons, and the diocesan staff to 

develop plans for this transitional time.  Soon the Executive Commission, the Standing 

Committee, and all our committees and commissions—indeed, all of you—will be invited to take 

part in shaping and implementing these plans in one way or another.  We also anticipate in the 

near future beginning a thorough selection process that will lead you as quickly as possible to the 

election and consecration of my successor not long after my departure in the spring of 2011.  

You will be kept informed of all this and invited to participate at every step along the way 

 

My move to Maryland in 2011 will also begin a transitional time for Marty and me.  In order to 

keep our options open, both for my future retirement and her ongoing career, we plan to keep our 

house in Omaha, and for the time being she will continue her work at the College of St. Mary 

and at Trinity Cathedral.  In the meantime we will commute for visits as often as is feasible.   

 

This has been a very hard decision for me to make for many reasons, not the least of which is the 

extent to which I have been so closely woven into the fabric of your lives.  By the time I leave I 

will have served as your bishop for almost eight years.  During those years I have come to regard 



you in much the same way Jesus regarded the Twelve in John’s gospel, when at one point he said 

to them affectionately, “I have called you friends.”   

 

I know full well what that means.  I have been the beneficiary of your gracious welcome, your 

genuine friendship in Christ, your generous spirit, and your faithful ministry.  Indeed, I have 

come to love you deeply, and I have also come to love this great and good land of Nebraska 

which we are blessed to share.  It will always be home. 

 

As we move forward together, I ask for your prayers for Marty and for me, as we will ceaselessly 

be offering ours for you.  I cannot find words adequate to express the affection I feel for you, or 

to give voice to the profound gratitude that I have for all you have meant and will continue to 

mean to me in the years to come.  My heart is simply filled to overflowing.   

 

May God be praised, and may the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you, now and always. 

 

Faithfully yours in Christ Jesus, 

 

 

 

The Right Reverend Joe Goodwin Burnett 

Tenth Bishop of Nebraska 

 

  


