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July 24, 2009 
 
Court Determines that Bishop Lamb is the Bishop of the Diocese 
 
On July 23, 2009, the Diocese received an order issued by the Superior Court of Fresno 
County, California, sustaining the position of the Church and the Diocese that the Rt. 
Rev. Jerry Lamb is the Bishop of the Diocese and the officeholder of the Diocesan 
corporations, and that former Bishop John-David Schofield is no longer the Bishop and 
has no claim to any of the corporate or ecclesiastical offices of the Diocese.  

In reaching this conclusion, the Court found that there is no question that The Episcopal 
Church is a hierarchical church, of which the Diocese is an integral part.  It also held 
that “If the Constitution of the Diocese incorporates and accedes to the Constitution and 
Canons of the Episcopal Church, which require accession, then the Constitution of the 
Diocese cannot be amended to remove such language.”  The Court additionally ruled 
that the continuing Diocese of San Joaquin is "not a new organization" created after 
former Bishop Schofield attempted to remove the Diocese from the Church, but that the 
Diocese "is the older organization from which ([defendant] Schofield and the other) 
defendants removed themselves." 

On that basis, the Court also ruled that the amendments to the Diocesan Constitution, 
Canons, and corporate documents that purported to take the Diocese out of the 
Episcopal Church were void and invalid. 

The order will greatly expedite the resolution of the remainder of the case, which will 
ultimately provide for the recovery of the Diocese's properties and assets so that the 
Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin can continue to pursue its ministry to the central third 
of California utilizing these resources.  
 
A copy of the Court’s Order is posted on the diocesan website (www.diosanjoaquin.org).  
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