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Massive mudslides, resulting from this 
week’s heavy rain in areas devastat-
ed by the recent Thomas fire, have 

caused considerable damage in the commu-
nities of Montecito (Santa Barbara) and Car-
pinteria. 

All Saints by-the-Sea Episcopal Church in 
the Montecito area served as an evacuation 
center Jan. 9 for people who were forced to 
leave their homes, sometimes just before mud, 
debris and even entire buildings crashed in. 

The National Guard evacuated hundreds 
of people who reached the church on foot or 
by car from surrounding neighborhoods, ac-
cording to the Rev. Aimee Eyer-Delevett, rec-
tor of All Saints. Medical personnel set up a 
triage site at the church, and several people 
were airlifted to hospitals from the nearby 
high school. Members of the congregation 
who were able to reach the church worked as 
volunteers to aid the evacuees, Eyer-Delevett 
said, and neighbors delivered food, blankets, 
clothes and shoes. Local physicians stayed all 
day to help the emergency medical teams. 

Efforts have now shifted to search-and-
rescue, and the church continues to serve as 
a center for emergency personnel; however, 
the entire neighborhood in which All Saints is 
located has been evacuated, as power, gas and 
water service are intermittent. 

All Saints posted on Facebook on Jan. 10 
that it is unable to serve as a collection point 
for donations, contrary to some published re-

ports. An evacuation center is now operating 
at Santa Barbara City College. 

In response to the mudslide situation, Can-
on to the Ordinary Melissa McCarthy sent a 
message on Jan. 10 to clergy and lay leaders 
requesting additional donations to the dio-
cese’s Fire Relief Fund, now renamed the Fire 
and Mudslide Relief Fund.

“As of today, we have raised approximate-
ly $30,000 in donations for our communities 
affected by the fires in late 2017,” McCarthy 
wrote. “We have distributed funds to Laun-
dry Love in Ventura and Ojai, congregations 
in Santa Paula, Ventura, Ojai, and Santa Bar-
bara for their work with the most vulnerable 
in our midst, including the homeless and un-
documented.

“Today we witness the second half of the 
devastation caused by the fires that burned 
through Santa Barbara and Ventura coun-
ties in late 2017. Mudslides, which were ex-
pected, have been tremendous.” (According 
to news reports the death toll as of Jan. 11 is 
17, with 8 more missing and some 28 others 
injured. An estimated 100 homes have been 
destroyed.)

“Your prayers and love are still needed, as 
well as your contributions,” wrote McCarthy. 
“Anything you are able to contribute is much 
appreciated. Please visit www.edlafirehelp.org 
to make your tax-deductible contribution, 
and know that your prayers and support 
mean so much to those who are struggling.  ?

Fr. Greg Boyle, founder of Homeboy In-
dustries, and Sister Helen Prejean, au-
thor of Dead Man Walking, will be key-

note speakers at “Reimagining Justice in the 
Age of Mass Incarceration,” a national con-
ference on mass incarcera-
tion and prison ministry 
sponsored by the Episcopal 
Diocese of Los Angeles and 
Prism Restorative Justice, a 
diocesan ministry that pro-
vides chaplaincy in the Los 
Angeles County jails.

The conference, to be 
held at All Saints Church, 
Pasadena, March 5 – 7, will 
consider diverse approach-
es to justice, including leg-
islative solutions, models 
for compassionate care, 
re-entry programs for the 
formerly incarcerated, and restorative justice 
programs.

Boyle is a bestselling author, most recently 
of Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical 
Kinship. Prejean is an internationally known 
activist against the death penalty. Her mem-
oir Dead Man Walking, describing her experi-
ences ministering to prisoners on death row, 
was the basis for the movie of the same name.

The conference also will feature violinist 
Vijay Gupta and the Street Symphony, which 
engages the homeless, former prisoners and 
the poor through music. The Actor’s Gang, 
which conducts theater-based rehabilitation 
programs inside the California prison system, 
also will be among the presenters. Formerly 
incarcerated persons will take part in the 
conference.

Cost is $175 per person: $75 for students 
with ID. Housing will be available at the 
Fuller Seminary guest house.

To register, visit www.prismjustice.org/con 
ference. For more information contact Br. 
Dennis Gibbs at 626.703.4474 or by email at 
prism@ladiocese.org. ?

Greg Boyle, Helen 
Prejean to lead 
prison ministry 
conference

First responders set up a triage center inside All Saints’ Church, in the Montecito area of Santa Barbara.

Greg Boyle

Montecito parish serves as evacuation 
site as mudslides destroy homes
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— sunday, January 14 —

1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Being all of me: developing 
healthy self identity for mixed race and 
Transracially adopted children 
St. Wilfrid of York Church 
18631 Chapel Lane, Huntington Beach 92646 
Information: bit.ly/2ao1zyn

4:30 p.m. solemn evensong & organ recital 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

— friday, January 19 —
7 p.m. The yale whiffenpoofs in concert 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
580 Hilgard Ave, Los Angeles 90024 
Information/Tickets: whiffenpoofs.com 

8 p.m. awake sweet love: songs and suites  
of old england 
St. Matthew’s Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: musicguildonline.org

— saTurday, January 20 —
1 – 3 p.m. gfs: ‘enable girls to stand up and 
speak out’ with melissa Johnson 
Church of the Transfiguration 
1881 S. First Avenue, Arcadia 91006 
Information: gfscalifornia@gmail.com

— sunday, January 21 —
2 p.m. Duetto: duets operatic & popular 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90066 
Information: stbedesla.org/music

4 p.m. concert: organ and flute 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: www.stgregoryschurch.com

4 p.m. evensong in epiphany  
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
122 South California Avenue, Monrovia 91016

Visit www.ladiocese.org and select Calendar for 
additional events and program details.

Art exhibition at Epiphany, Los Angeles, 
will celebrate protest, empowerment

All Saints Church, Beverly Hills, will 
host this year’s Bishop’s Ball, the an-
nual gathering for senior high school 

youth in the Diocese of Los Angeles, spon-
sored by the Program Group on Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries, on Saturday, Jan. 27, 
6 – 10 p.m. The theme for this year is “The 

SnowBall: City Lights, Winter Nights.” Teens 
are invited to “dress to impress.”

All teens in high school (grades 9 – 12) are 
invited, along with their youth group leaders 
and chaperones. Tickets are $12 online and 
$15 at the door, and may be purchased at 
www.allsaintsbh.org/calendar/snowball. ?

Teens invited to annual Bishop’s Ball Jan. 27

The Church of the Epiphany, Los An-
geles, and the Epiphany Conserva-
tion Trust present “The Art of Protest: 

Epiphany and the Culture of Empowerment” 
through March 29, an exhibition depicting 
the congregation’s involvement in social jus-
tice issues since the late 1960s. 

Co-curated by LACMA educator Sofia 
Gutierrez, artist Ricardo Reyes (nurtured in 
the Chicano Movement at Epiphany), histo-
rian Rosalío Muñoz (co-chair of the Chicano 
Moratorium), and Ravi GuneWardena (prin-
cipal at Escher GuneWardena, preservation 
architects for Epiphany), the exhibition brings 

together work by El Movimiento artists from 
the 1960s and 1970s with that of contempo-
rary artists and historic photographic docu-
mentation of this Lincoln Heights commu-
nity’s role in affirming the rights of native and 
immigrant Latin Americans in the Los Ange-
les region over the past 50 years. 

Works exhibited include those by both well-
recognized and locally known Chicano artists. 

Church of the Epiphany / La Iglesia de la 
Epifanía is located at 2808 Altura Street, Los 
Angeles 90031. Exhibition hours are Tues-
day – Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. For infor-
mation, call 323.227.9931. ?

Fundraising has begun for this year’s Red 
Shirt Project, which takes young people 
to Pine Ridge Reservation in South Da-

kota to work with and learn from the people 
of the Oglala/Sioux reservation. 

“My goal is $25,000,” wrote the Rev. Can-
on Michael Cunningham, rector of St. Mary’s 
Church, Lompoc, and leader of the Red Shirt 
Project since its inception. “This will enable 
us to bring young people from all over the 
world for an amazing opportunity to discover 

themselves through hard work, new relation-
ships, daily worship and shared community.” 
Pilgrims are not charged for their participa-
tion, he notes.

Donations may be made payable to Red 
Shirt Project and mailed to St. Mary’s Church, 
2800 Harris Grade Road, Lompoc CA 93436. 

For more about the Red Shirt Project, visit 
www.redshirtproject.org; a story about the most 
recent trip from the Summer 2017 issue of 
The Episcopal News is at bit.ly/2d2iaiQ. ?

Red Shirt Project begins fundraising for 2018 
mission trip to South Dakota reservation


