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A Voice from the Deacon’s Bench
Dear Friends in Christ,
I find this part of an article written by Roy Anker in the Synthesis I use for study to be most appealing during
Epiphany.
Roy Anker wrote in Perspective: A Journal of Reformed
Thought:
“Epiphany starts the believer, the holy novice, on her way
— eager and scared, much like the Wise Men and John,
looking for Light. Enroute, we search always for
confirmations that some new living, transfiguring force has
broken into human life. This presence struggles with us
still. We may in fact be as pilgrim Anne Dillard writes of
herself, ‘a frayed and nibbled survivor in a fallen world,’
neither, ‘washed nor beautiful.’ Yet, however bruised and
lost we may be, tramp through the world we must, exulting
always in the blessing of LOVE given, felt, and calling. In
this sojourn we join those many who call on name of Jesus
in search of the knowledge and very speech of God, which is the love beyond knowledge.”
With our own baptism we receive the Holy Spirit and along with Jesus we are God’s children and will be
upheld as we continue to do the Lord’s work.
Blessings,
Deacon Jean

The Church Office
will be closed
Monday, 12/25/17
Christmas Day
Tuesday, 12/26/17
Monday, 1/1/18
New Year's Day
Monday, 1/15/18
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
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UPCOMING FEAST DAYS
New Year’s Day and the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
January 1 marks two holidays: first, New Year’s Day, and
second, the Feast of the Holy Name. The Feast of the Holy
Name of Jesus has been celebrated in the Roman Catholic
calendar of saints, at least at local levels, since the end of the
fifteenth century. The celebration has been held on different
dates through the years, usually in January, because January
1, eight days after Christmas, commemorates the
circumcision of the child Jesus; as recounted in the Gospel
read on that day, “at the end of eight days, when he was
circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel
before he was conceived in the womb” (Luke 2:21).
So this year, in addition to celebrating the New Year, we
invite you to also celebrate the Feast of the Holy Name with
us on January 1st at 10:00 a.m. at the service of the Holy
Eucharist. Can you think of a better way to begin another year than joining with members of your
community and praying together? We hope you will join us. And may God bless you with a wonderful
and blessed New Year!

Don’t Forget the Next Principal Feast Day:
The Epiphany
The Feast of the Epiphany, one of the seven principal feasts of the Church,
will be on Saturday, January 6. We will celebrate the Holy Eucharist at 5:30
p.m. Epiphany means “manifestation of deity” and is the time we
commemorate the visitation of the magi, or wise men, when Jesus was a
very young child. The Christ child was manifested through the shining of a
star that led the three kings from the East. So be wise and mark your
calendar to attend this very significant observance.

The Feast of the Baptism of our Lord
Early Christians celebrated the baptism of Jesus the same
day that they observed the birth of our Lord. Today, the
Feast of the Baptism has its own day, which is the Sunday
after the Epiphany. This year we will celebrate the Baptism
of Jesus on Sunday, January 7 at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
During the service, we will renew our own baptismal vows.
Please attend!
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We Are All Daughters!

Mary and
Martha Chapter

Part of the vow we make as Daughters is to pray and to study. Lately we
have studied women of the Bible, in particular, Ruth. The Christmas season
reminds us of the gift we received from another strong woman, Mary. These two
women were strong in their faith to take a stand out of the norm of the day, to
listen to God’s call, and to answer the call with courage.
The women of the church are all daughters of the King, though not all of us
have taken the vows, and we all need to pray for “strength and courage to love
and to serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.” (from the Book of Common Prayer, p. 365.)
If you are interested in learning more about the Daughters, please find one
and ask us, “Who are you? What do you do? How did you know you were
called to join this order of women?” We welcome you, and would be glad to
answer your questions.
For His Sake,
Susan Sprouse

New Deacon Has Joined
St. James Clergy Team
The Rev. Deacon Mike Ligon has joined our clergy team beginning in
mid-December. Deacon Mike will serve as deacon for the 5:30 p.m.
Saturday Eucharist. Also, Fr. Frank and Deacon Mike will focus on those
who do not receive regular pastoral visits and other pastoral support.
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ECW
For all the work that the ECW members do, they are rewarded several times a year
with a fun celebration. That is what happened for our December regular meeting time.
We gathered at the Sea Trail Convention Center in the Egret Room for a delightful
two hours of entertainment. We ate a delicious meal prepared by the Sea Trail staff, we
were fascinated to watch and listen to the West Brunswick High School Show Choir
(who were absolutely wonderful!), and had our pictures taken individually and
collectively with our own St. Nick, Bill Grothe. And since we just can't help being a
committed outreach organization, we collected $255.00 for a gift for the Waccamaw
Girls and Boys Home.
It was a very special time for each of us, and we’ll look forward to another such
celebration at the end of this year.
Many thanks to Bill Grothe, Vera Redin (main planner), to all the dessert suppliers,
and each and every member who attended and made the day complete.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 10. We'll have coffee,
refreshments and social time at 9:00 a.m., business meeting at 9:30, and a program
presented by a representative from the Farmworkers’ Ministry in Newton Grove, NC, at
10:30. Every woman of St. James the Fisherman is an automatic member of this group,
so put this date on your new 2018 calendars -- and see you there!
Susan Dickerson
2017-2018 President
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A Visit From Saint Nicholas
Saint Nicholas made a visit to St. James the Fisherman Episcopal Church on Friday, December 6th at 6:00
p.m. He was ushered into Bliss Hall by Fr. Frank Russ. Weston and Evelyn Crane had lots of questions for
Saint Nick. Jon Freeman even got in on the action. Saint Nick spent time talking with the children and
adults alike. He gave each child a bag of treats, along with a Frisbee. Everyone attending enjoyed the
punch and cookies and having their picture taken with the original Saint Nick.

Parish Angel Tree Program
Our Angel Tree Christmas giving was once again a huge success thanks to
our very generous congregation.
We were blessed to provide gifts to three families and three adult seniors.
Each family had three children ranging from three to twelve years old. Family
members received gifts of clothing, shoes, and toys for the children. The seniors,
ranging from sixty-two to eighty-one years old, received items such as dishes,
pots and pans, flat wear, flat top burners, as well as clothing. We also provided
grocery gift cards to each family.
Special thanks to Lisa Jennings and Kay Roberts for their assistance in
delivering these items to Brunswick Family Assistance, and to all who participated in making this a special
Christmas for these families.
Luvette Hickey
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Sat., Jan 6th, 5:30 p.m. The Feast of the
Epiphany
Parish Dinner on Saturday, 2/3/18 after
5:30 service. Details will follow in
upcoming bulletins
Thursday – Saturday, February 8 – 10,
Diocesan Convention in New Bern, NC
Wednesday, Feb 14th, Noon & 7:00pm: Ash Wednesday Eucharist Services with
Imposition of Ashes
Service of Reception weekend: 2/17 & 18 as part of each weekend service
Christian Ed starts Thursday, 2/22 for 5 sessions entitled: The Story of
Anglicanism and The History of The Episcopal Church
The Liturgy During Lent will be Rite II

Bridge Buddies are scheduled to play on Fridays January 5th and
19th at 1 PM in the Gathering area. Bridge is open to everyone in
the parish!
Any questions call me at 910-842-1865.
Barbara Bartell
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2017 Parish Annual Meeting Minutes

1. The meeting was held following a 10 a.m. Eucharist service on Sunday, December 3, 2017.
2. Fr. Frank announced our three 2018 incoming nominees for the vestry (Jim Parsch, Nancy
Dougherty, and Bob Lynott); and there being no further nominations, called for a vote of
acclamation, which was unanimously approved.
3. Fr. Frank then noted we had three nominees to serve as our Diocesan Convention delegates:
Dawn Kellerman, Joyce Winnie, and Earl Miller. There being no other nominees, a vote by
acclamation was called and unanimously approved.
4. Our 2018 Spending Plan, which had been reviewed/approved by the Vestry at their
November meeting, was reviewed by the parish; and there being no questions/
disapprovals, was approved to serve as the 2018 Budget.
5. Remarks were then made by:
a. Senior Warden (Cai Raber) noting the tremendous work of the parish this past year
and thanking the Vestry for their hard work.
b. Junior Warden (Bill Grothe) noting several 2017 maintenance/improvement
accomplishments to our building & grounds.
c. Treasurer’s (Jack McElroy) report was delivered by Assistant Treasurer Sharon
Davis. She noted our current financial position.
d. Deacon Jean Miller then addressed the remarkable Outreach of the parish
throughout this year.
e. Don Irvin reported on use of the endowment in 2017.
f. Fr. Frank announced he is creating a new position for vestry oversight. It is for a
Deanery Representative/Public Relations Director. This vestry member will provide
a stronger connection between the parish and the larger diocese, as well as greater
visibility in the community.
He announced that he has invited the Rev. Deacon Mike Ligon to join our
clergy team beginning in mid-December. Deacon Mike will serve as deacon for the
5:30 p.m. Saturday Eucharist. Also, Fr. Frank and Deacon Mike will focus on those
who do not receive regular pastoral visits and other pastoral support.
Fr. Frank and the vestry will meet in January for a strategic planning day.
Goals for the immediate future, as well as the next five years, will be formulated that
day. More information will be disseminated announcing the goals and areas of
emphasis for 2018, following the strategic planning day.
Fr. Frank thanked those who participated in the focus groups and those on the
Search Committee.
6. The floor was then opened to questions from the Congregation and there were none.
7. Fr. Frank then adjourned the meeting with a Blessing.
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Vestry Notes
The 2018 Vestry is as follows:
Bill Grothe (Senior Warden)
*Jim Parsch (Junior Warden) – (Buildings & Grounds Liaison)
Jack McElroy (Treasurer)
Jackie Wright (Clerk of the Vestry)
Anne Neely (Outreach Liaison)
Dawn Kellerman (Programs Liaison)
Sam Farag (Administration Liaison)
Pat Neff (Administration Liaison)
Joyce Winnie (Worship Liaison)
*Nancy Dougherty (Public Relations Liaison)
*Bob Lynott (Buildings & Grounds Liaison)
* Newly elected Vestry members.
The next scheduled Vestry meeting is Tuesday, January 9, 2018, at 5:30 p.m. in Bliss Hall. All Vestry
meetings are open to all parishioners.
The Vestry will have a Strategic Planning Retreat on Saturday, January 27, 2018, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. in Bliss Hall to discuss and promulgate short and long-term goals.
Bill Grothe
Senior Warden

Neighbor to Neighbor
Outreach Ministry
With the many donations of coats from our parish and
the churches in Brunswick County, we have been able to
continue our ministry of giving gently warm coats to those
in need. I am so appreciative of the time spent by the many who gather all the coats we have hanging in the
Coat Closet. This season so far we have given out about 400 coats, and the cold weather is still upon us.
The Orthopedic Equipment Lending program has been offering the orthopedic equipment stored in the
church shed to those who request it through our friends in the parish. It is a strong ministry that has
become known within the community.
Donations for both outreach ministries can be taken to the church office or to the Coat Closet Tuesdays
and Saturdays from 10 till 1.
One of the gifts I received this year is the many volunteers who so happily serve the Neighbor to
Neighbor Ministry. It is a true gift of Love in action.
Thank you,
Deacon Jean
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Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe, the St. James Representative on the South Brunswick Interchurch Council
(SBIC), attended the monthly meeting held on Monday, December 4, 2017, at Shallotte Presbyterian Church
at 8:45 a.m.
Tom Horan distributed a description of the open board positions and elaborated on the duties of each one.
If one of these positions is calling your name, please let us know.
Public Relations/Communications – Serve as the public voice of the SBIC.
Fundraising – Assist Event Chairs and Grant Coordinators, as appropriate.
Emergency Assistance – Coordinate one-time emergency services to area families, especially in the areas of
utilities, housing, and emergency transportation.
Following is a list of event updates:
1. CROP Hunger Walk/Praise in the Park (November 5, 2017) – Eric Wagner, Coordinator, reported
estimated proceeds of $11,800. The final amount will be reported at the January SBIC meeting, and
the trophy will be presented at that time also. There are three churches that are within $10 of each
other. Eric is going to have a meeting with Rev. Causey to evaluate the event and discuss whether
we want to collaborate again next year
2. Thanksgiving Day Meals on Wheels (November 23, 2017) – Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe,
Coordinator, reported that a total of 191 meals were prepared by 7 kitchen helpers. A total of 23
helpers from 6 SBIC churches and 16 helpers visiting from other areas/churches showed up to
prepare and package the meals for delivery. The meals were delivered by Meals on Wheels. After
the event, the leftover food was taken by Emil Gnam to the Grissettown Volunteer Fire Department.
A sincere thanks goes out to all who took time to help with this wonderful ministry.
3. Run For Food (January 13, 2018) – Mary Pritchard, Coordinator, passed around sample shirts for the
participants. Shirts and finisher medals have been ordered. Trophies will be given out to the 1st
and 2nd place winners in each category. Need more sponsorships. Jerome’s will be preparing the
chicken bog for 600 people for the price of ingredients. Music will be provided by Greg Johnson.
Volunteers are needed to help with registration.
4. The Traveling Quilt – Tom Freeman, Coordinator, reported that 213 tickets have been sold so far.
The drawing for the quilt will be on February 5, 2018, at the SBIC meeting. Anyone at St. James
wishing to purchase raffle tickets, please contact Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe at 910-575-1247 or at
no1nanie@atmc.net. Tickets are $2.00 each or six for $10.00. All proceeds go directly to the SBIC
Food Pantry.
Mary Pritchard reported that the SBIC Food Pantry has served 3,266 children, 5,881 adults, and 3,938
seniors for a total of 13,085 January through November 2017. She also reported that the SBIC gave out
double groceries and turkeys to 145 families on November 11th at the SBIC Food Pantry. There will be 145
Christmas turkey boxes given out on December 16th. If you would like to donate toward the turkey dinners
for Christmas, please send a check for $20 made out to SBIC with turkey dinners in the memo line and mail
to SBIC, P. O. Box 1461, Shallotte, NC 28459. There is no deadline. Any leftover monies will help with the
Easter boxes.
If your church needs a membership dues reminder letter, please let Tom Horan know.
Mitch Hewett, Technology Coordinator, has sent out 4,700 bulk e-mails regarding the Run For Food. A
total of 143 are signed up at this time, including runners from Vermont, Connecticut, and Florida.
A $4,000 grant has come in from Landfall and a $1,500 grant from Brunswick County Emergency Food and
Shelter Program (formerly FEMA).
Seaside UMC has sent $500 to the Coat Closet at St. James Episcopal Church, in addition to handing out
vouchers for people to get coats. Thank you Seaside UMC.
The next SBIC General Meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 8, 2017, at Shallotte Presbyterian Church
at 8:45 a.m. Anyone is welcome to attend the monthly SBIC Meetings.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ruth Ann or Bill Grothe, your St. James
Representatives, at 910-575-1247 or at no1nanie@atmc.net. Until next month…
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2018 Budget
Pledge Campaign
As our Campaign draws to a close, we thank all who
returned their pledge cards so that we might have a better
idea as to the income we have to work with in our 2018
Budget development. As of November 14th, we have
received 93 pledges totaling $173,500. Last year we had 102
pledging units for a total pledged of over $201,000.
If you haven’t yet submitted your pledge card, we would be
happy to add it to the ones we already have.

Altar Flowers
Each week the flowers on the altar add a beautiful
touch to our Worship Services. These flowers are
provided solely through donations to our Flower
Fund by those dedicating them in honor, memory or
thanksgiving of someone. Unfortunately we have a
large number of weekends where either one or
both of the altar vases have not been donated,
which is depleting our backup Flower funds. The
cost is $35 per vase and the signup chart is located in
Bliss Hall.

2018 Summer Camp
Applications
Brochures and applications are available in the Tract
Rack (located in the Gathering Area). Camp sessions are
available for all youth rising in grades 3-12. Limited
scholarship funds are available through Camp Trinity and
through our parish ECW.
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St. James the Fisherman Episcopal Church
P. O. Box 68, 4941 Main Street
Shallotte, NC 28459
910-754-9313
stjames@stjamesthefisherman.net

Marlene Schatz
Barbara Raber
Ethel Bachand, JoAnn Grasso
Carrie Wilson
Carol Foley
John Roberts
Libby Ingraham
Alice Wargo
Wayne & Barbara Averill
Gary & Jean Miller
Joyce Ferguson
Brenda Schwanke
Stanley & Ann Filipski

The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving – Bishop
Rev. Frank Russ, Interim Rector
The Rev. Jean Miller, Deacon
The Rev. Michael Ligon, Assistant Deacon
Rev. Dr. Richard Warner, Jr., Rector Emeritus
Paul Bertelsen, Verger

Worship Services
Sunday:
Holy Eucharist:
Choral Eucharist:
Saturday:
Holy Eucharist:

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Vestry
Bill Grothe
Jim Parsch
Jack McElroy
Jackie Wright
Pat Neff
Sam Farag
Dawn Kellerman
Anne Neely

Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Treasurer
Clerk of the Vestry
Nancy Dougherty
Bob Lynott
Joyce Winnie

Directory of Ministries
WORSHIP – Vestry Liaison – J. Winnie
Coordinators –
Acolytes – P. Bertelsen
Altar Guild – Individual Team Leaders
Daughters of the King – L. Hickey
Eucharistic Ministers – R. Fernandez
Eucharistic Visitors – Deacon J. Miller
Music – M. Smicklas
Newcomers/Greeters – B. Herren
Nursery – V. Redin
Ushers – B. Chase
PROGRAMS – Vestry Liaison – D. Kellerman
Christian Education – Father Frank Russ
ECW – S. Dickerson

Coffee Hour – Weekly Hosts
Foyer Groups: R. Fernandez
Quarterly Parish Dinners – B. & G. Freeman
Special Projects – P. Bertelsen
Holy Stitchers –
Bridge Group – B. Bartell
OUTREACH – Vestry Liaison – Anne Neely
Angel Tree – Daughters of the King
BFA Food Pantry – Volunteer Needed
Community In Schools – Deacon J. Miller
ERD – Volunteer Needed
Inter-church Council – B. & R. Grothe
Lobster Sale – Volunteer Needed
Neighbor to Neighbor – Deacon J. Miller

Second Helpings- J. Bryant
UTO/CPC – ECW Coordinators
ADMINISTRATION – Vestry Liaisons –
S. Farag, P. Neff
Endowments – Chair: E. Miller
Liaison: S. Farag
Stewardship – P. Neff
COMMUNICATIONS/DEANERY–
Vestry Liaison - N. Dougherty
BUILDING & GROUNDS –
B. Lynott, J. Parsch
Fisherman Newsletter - L. Jennings

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

St. James
The Fisherman
Episcopal church
P. O. Box 68
Shallotte, NC 28459
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