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Diocese of Los Angeles clergy and lay members joined the Dec. 20 Inter-
faith Posada sponsored by CLUE (Clergy and Laity United for Economic 

Justice), in which they sought sanctuary for immigrants and people of color 
who are residents of Los Angeles. The Posada is a traditional event commem-
orating the Holy Family’s search for lodging in Bethlehem before the birth of 
Jesus. The demonstrators’ first stop was L.A. City Hall, followed by LAPD 
headquarters. They  then converged with Black Lives Matter protesters in 
front of the L.A. County Sheriff’s headquarters before moving on to the Met-
ropolitan Detention Center, where detained immigrants were boarding a law 
enforcement bus. Each place was blessed by clergy, and participants prayed, 
sang and testified their support for immigrants. ?

Enable Girls to Stand Up and Speak 
Out” will be the topic of a talk by 
Melissa Johnson, Ph.D., founder and 

CEO of the Institute for Girls’ Development 
in Pasadena, on Saturday, January 20, 1 - 3 
p.m. at Church of the 
Transfiguration, Ar-
cadia, sponsored by 
Girls Friendly Society 
of the Diocese of Los 
Angeles. 

Johnson is an ex-
pert on child and teen 
development who has 
worked with youth for 
more than 35 years, 
providing empowerment opportunities for 
individuals, groups, and communities.  

Johnson’s approach to raising and men-
toring girls draws together contemporary 
research in neuroscience, mind/body health, 
and evidence- based interventions in mindful-
ness and social and emotional intelligence. 
She is the author of Stand Up! Speak Out! 
TM Empowering Skills for Girls’ Friend-
ships: The Essential Guide for Educators and 
Others Who Work with Girls. 

Church of the Transfiguration is located at 
1881 S. First Avenue, Arcadia. All adults who 
work to empower girls are invited. For infor-
mation and reservations, email to Margaret 
Nolde at gfscalifornia@gmail.com. ?

GFS-sponsored talk 
will present ways to 
empower girls 

Camp Stevens dedicates Bergstrom Lodge
Camp Stevens, the diocese’s facility in Julian, California, hosted a 
dedication program for its nearly-completed Bergstrom Lodge, the final 
stage of a rebuilding and upgrade project begun in the wake of the 2007 
fire that destroyed some 13 of the camp’s buildings. (Contributions to the 
fund to complete the construction are welcome; visit campstevens.org.) 
Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCarthy (above left) opened the proceed-
ings; Bishop John Taylor (center) of the Diocese of Los Angeles and Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori (right), bishop assisting in the Diocese of San 
Diego and former presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, offered 

blessings of the new lodge, as well as other facilities of the camp. At left: Former camp director Peter 
Bergstrom and his wife Vicki, for whom the new lodge is named, cut the ribbon to open the main assembly 
room. Beth Bojarski, executive director (inset, at top), who has guided the camp for the past five years, led 
the dedication. Bojarski announced Dec. 20 that she will be stepping down to move with her family to 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where her husband Mitch has a new position as assistant priest.
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Melissa Johnson

CLUE Posada promotes sanctuary
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A r O u n D  T h E  D i O C E S E 
— sunday, January 7 — 

4 p.m. Jouyssance - an international 12th night 
Church of the Angels 
1100 Avenue 64, Pasadena 
Information/Tickets: www.jouyssance.org

— sunday, January 14 —
4:30 p.m. solemn evensong & organ recital 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

— friday, January 19 —
8 p.m. awake sweet love: songs and suites  
of old england 
St. Matthew’s Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: musicguildonline.org

— sunday, January 21 —
2 p.m. Duetto: duets operatic & popular 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90066 
Information: stbedesla.org/music

4 p.m. concert: organ and flute 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: www.stgregoryschurch.com

— sunday, January 28 —
5 p.m. choral evensong for epiphany 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— saTurday, feBruary 3 —
5 p.m. latin vigil mass 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

Visit www.ladiocese.org and select Calendar > 
Arts/Liturgy/Music Calendar or Events Calen-
dar for additional events and program details.

Living into the covenant

The Abundant Table Farm in Camarillo 
will be open to visitors and volunteers on 

the first Saturday of each month, providing 
an opportunity to explore a working  organic 
farm, help grow produce, and learn about 
the Abundant Table’s mission to create sus-
tainable communities. Each month, the farm 
will offer information on different aspects of 
sustainable farming, including soil science 

and organic pest control. A small donation 
of $5 is recommended for each guest to help 
cover the costs of farm operations. Volun-
teers should bring sun protection, gardening 
gloves, and drinking water. 

The Abundant Table Farm is located at Mc-
Grath Family Farm, 1012 West Ventura Boule-
vard, Camarillo 93010. For information, con-
tact Lisa Devine at lisa.devine@yahoo.com. ?

Abundant Table to host monthly ‘Open Farm’

Happy New Year! I am sure you have 
heard countless good wishes for the 
New Year and have wished many a 

happy new year as well. You have probably 
heard the joyful hollering of partygoers wish-
ing everyone well at the stroke of midnight. 
Maybe you saw fireworks in your neighbor-
hood or heard a few pots and pans clanging 
in the New Year with gusto! Whatever your 
experience has been, I believe most people 
are ready to say goodbye to the previous year 
and are looking forward with hope to 2018. 

However, during all of the good wishes and 
festivities this past weekend, I have found 
myself wondering what would it take to fulfill 
all of our good wishes for a happy new year? 
What would it mean for this New Year to be 
a happy one?

These are, of course, unanswerable ques-
tions, but they do invite us to consider what 
is meaningful, valuable, and essential in 
2018. Happiness is a wonderful feeling but 
it is fleeting. Finding meaning, value, and the 
essential in our lives is what our faith offers 
us, and particularly on this Sunday when we 
celebrate the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 
River and renew our own baptismal cov-
enant. 

Of all the vows we renew this day, the one 

that speaks most di-
rectly to how we are 
to live as Christ’s Body 
in the world is the last 
vow. “Will you strive 
for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being?” 
(The Book of Common Prayer, page 305). 
Through the Holy Spirit within and among 
us, we have been empowered to strive for jus-
tice and peace among all people in new and 
profound ways. We have been empowered to 
raise up the respect for each person’s dignity 
as an uncompromising value. We are also be-
ing offered an invitation to return to the es-
sentials of our faith: loving God, loving each 
other, and being love in the world.

May 2018 be the year we live fully into this 
covenant and, with God’s help, do our part 
in bringing God’s love, justice, and peace to 
the world. ?

The Rev. Canon Melissa McCarthy is Can-
on to the Ordinary of the Diocese of Los An-
geles. Her position is similar to a chief oper-
ating officer in a corporation; “ordinary” is 
another term for the bishop diocesan. McCar-
thy, Bishop John Taylor and Bishop Suffragan 
Diane Jardine Bruce will share this column in 
the Episcopal News Weekly.

By Melissa McCarthy


