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A Voice from the Deacon’s Bench
Dear Friends in Christ,
“Just as babies are not born without a period of gestation in the darkness of the
womb, and just as spring bulbs do not blossom without a waiting period in the dark
soil, so we do not bloom and flourish without times of quiet and rest. The season of
Advent is one of those times, a time of dark and quiet and preparation.”
–Kathleen Wakefield
At the fall clergy retreat at Trinity Center in October, we experienced an
Advent tableau. Supper was ready, and we all wandered into the dining
hall to have the wonderful seafood supper served our first evening together.
Unexpectedly, a heavy rainstorm hit the area and the power went out.
Many were left standing at the buffet table. Others were trying to find their
seats, or already seated with silver ware in their hands. We were in complete
darkness! No one seemed to move or say anything at first. The camp’s
generator did not come on as expected. Very slowly, cell phone lights
started to come on. Tiny spots of clustered lights could be seen. You could
almost hear the sigh of relief. The staff came out with candles. We finished our meal, huddled together
around the candles and cell phone lights. The evening program was also held in candle- and camp-lights, as
the electricity only came on late in the evening. It struck me that as the lights failed and we were thrown into
total darkness, a profound deep silence surrounded us. Slowly, we all moved toward the small clusters of
light, drawn together by need and comfort, because many of us had come unprepared.
Advent is a gift of time, our preparation for the coming of the light of the world—Jesus the Christ. We take
small steps in the dark through the four weeks of Advent to move toward that moment of receiving God’s
love. God’s love is always with us. Advent is a time that we prepare ourselves for self-renewal and awareness
that God’s love is unearned and undeserved and always constant. It is not so much that we say, “Come Lord
Jesus, renew us” but “here I come Lord Jesus” – back to the center of your Love.
Blessings,
Deacon Jean

Parish Annual Meeting
December 3rd
In accordance with the Church’s Constitution and Canons, we will
hold our annual meeting on Sunday, December 3rd, immediately
following our 10:00 am worship service. As this meeting is part of our
corporate life together, we will celebrate only one service that weekend
on Sunday at 10 am, during which we will: present a few reports from
our Senior and Junior Wardens, Treasurer, Deacon, and Interim Rector;
see the proposed 2018 spending plan; elect three new Vestry members
(nominees are Nancy Dougherty, Jim Parsch, and Bob Lynott); and select
Diocesan Convention Delegates. Recall that, in accordance with the
Canons of the Episcopal Church, to vote you must: “have received the
Sacrament of Baptism; be at least 16 years old; been faithful in corporate
worship, unless prevented by good cause; and been working, praying
and giving for the spread of the kingdom of God in the parish during
the past year.” There is no absentee or proxy voting.
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Saint Nicholas to Visit
on Friday, December 8 at 6 p.m.

Origin of the Advent Lessons and Carols Service
The season that precedes Christmas is Advent. Advent is the time of year when we prepare ourselves, as a
Church and as individual Christians, for the coming of Jesus —the one who came 2000 years ago, the one who
comes again this Christmas, and the one who will come again at the end of time as King and judge of all.
The Procession with Carols on Advent Sunday originated at King’s College, Cambridge, England in 1934,
composed by Dean Eric Milner-White (who had also been responsible nine years earlier for the more widely
known Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas Eve). In his Preface to the Advent Sunday service,
Dean Milner-White wrote: “In the old English liturgies, the Advent Offices made a preparation for the coming
of our Lord to this earth far more vivid and eager than those of our present [1662] Prayer Book. So an Advent
Carol Service, if without precedent, is not without suitability, if it helps to express ‘the desire of all nations and
ages.’” The purpose of the service is not to celebrate Christmas, but to expect it.
In the traditional service in England, the progression of the choir, starting in darkness at the back of the
church and ending in brilliant light at the High Altar, symbolizes the movement from the prophetic
expectation of Messiah to the very brink of messianic fulfillment, both in the birth of the Son of God and his
final coming in judgment and glory. We are bidden to awake and to watch, to prepare and to expect, for our
God will come and save us, and deliver us from the bondage of sin and death, and bring us into the radiance
of his kingdom of glory.
This service will be observed at SJTF on Saturday, December 9 at 5:30 p.m. This service celebrates the
anticipation of the birth of Jesus by telling the story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the
birth of Jesus in a series of short readings from the Bible illumined with Advent hymns and anthems. Please
be a part of this wonderful service!
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Mary and
Martha Chapter

Our Mary and Martha Chapter welcomed five new Daughters in
November. We are so thankful for them. These women took lifetime vows and
received their crosses November 5, 2017 at the 10:00 service. They are:
Sharon Davis - Sharon attended St. James the Fisherman as a child while
vacationing with grandparents who had a house at Shallotte Point. She is the
niece of our dear Dorothy Boyd, and a former member of our Vestry. She
moved here from All Saints Episcopal in Hamlet, NC.
Sue Ann Worley - She was born in Winston-Salem, NC during WWII and grew
up in Salisbury, NC. She and Paul were married 40 years ago. They divide
their time between OIB and Ohio. They love to cruise and go on road
trips. Being part of the St. James the Fisherman family is important in their
lives. They have 3 children, 6 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren. Family and their miniature
dachshund, Gretel, keep the joy in their lives. She also enjoys Sudoku puzzles, quilting, photography,
painting, decoration and scrapbooking.
JoAnn LaMarca - A cradle Episcopalian, she has gone on several Cursillo weekends, serving as Cha cha and
table leader. Besides being on Altar Guild for St. James the Fisherman, she also served for St. Luke's
in Metuchen, NJ and All Saints in Richmond, VA. She has a daughter and son-in-law and 2 grandchildren
living in NewYork state and New Jersey and a boyfriend in Calabash, NC. She is looking forward to
growing in her relationship with God and Jesus through Daughters of the King.
Kathy McElroy - She and Jack (our church treasurer) have been married for 37 years, have 2 children and 3
grand-children. They moved here 10 years ago from Milford, Michigan. Kathy worked as an educator for
31 years, first teaching math & science, and later writing curriculum and teaching health and human
sexuality to both students and teachers locally and statewide. She was quite involved in the areas of sexual
misconduct and harassment for her diocese in Michigan in the 1990s. She served as coordinator of her
church school program and co-leader of the youth group. She has been searching and praying about her
next step to serve her church as well as grow more fully in her Christian life. She says her prayers have
been answered, and she looks forward to being a Daughter of the King.
Ruth Fernandez - She is a cradle Episcopalian, born in Brooklyn, NY. She and Tom moved to Long Island
and lived in Stony Brook, NY and Wading River, NY. They have 4 children. She was always active in
church, taught Church School, worked with Youth Group, served on Altar Guild, and worked
with ECW. In 1985, they moved to New Bern, NC and she continued to be active, also became a lay reader
and a Stephen Minister and Leader. She and Tom live in Carolina Shores and have attended St. James the
Fisherman for about 3 years. Becoming a Daughter of the King is, for her, a culmination of all that being an
Episcopalian woman means. She says prayer, service, and evangelism is what we are called to do every
day. She looks forward to being a DOK and continuing to serve.

For His Sake,
Betty Herren
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Neighbor to Neighbor
Outreach Ministry
The Coat Closet has given out over 178 coats so far into
the 2017/18 season, and it is just November 15th. Coat
donations have been received from local churches and
individuals. We are in need of infants’ and children’s coats. Volunteers have been checking the local stores
and thrift stores for sales. Monetary donations are appreciated, also, as we need to build up our N2N fund.
The Orthopedic Equipment Lending program is in need of walkers with seats and wheels (these are also
called “rollators”). We have an overabundance of regular walkers at this time.
The volunteers for N2N have been wonderful, giving their service and time to our neighbors who need
gently-worn warm coats during North Carolina’s colder days.
Thank you,
Deacon Jean

ECW
The November meeting of our ECW was held on November the 9th in Bliss
Hall. Vera Redin brought wonderful goodies for all as we greeted one another and
welcomed several new members.
Our esteemed Treasurer, Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe, gave us all kinds of figures for
income in October as we just completed sponsoring and organizing our annual Yard
Sale (held in Bliss Hall), Bake Sale, and Craft Sale. What a busy, busy month it was!! As
always, we are so very grateful to all the workers, donors, and shoppers. The net
receipts give a nice fund to draw from as we try to be good stewards and give as much
as we can to our needy community.
The ECW continues to collect small personal items to fill a dozen
or so Christmas bags for our homebound members and friends and
relatives of our parishioners. Several members will gather at the
Freeman residence in Ocean Ridge to organize and decorate the
bags, and they will be delivered by ECW members before Christmas.
We had a very interesting program by a friend and neighbor of
our fellow parishioner, Edith Edwards. Author Anne C. Barnhill
gave us a wonderful talk all about Tudor England and what it
would have been like to be a woman in that century. Ms. Barnhill
came in a lovely Tudor costume and explained the design and
fabrics of her gown. She brought copies of several books she has
written on this subject for our purchase.
Our last meeting for 2017 will be our much-anticipated
Christmas luncheon at Sea Trail, complete with a yummy lunch and
holiday entertainment presented by the West Brunswick High School Show Choir. It doesn’t matter if you’ve
ever come to an ECW meeting, you are so very welcome to join us on the 6th of December. It promises to be a
fun-filled time for all. (There might even be a visit from a big fella in a red suit!! Ho Ho Ho!) Sign up is in the
Gathering area. Cut off is December 1st. Y’all come!
Best wishes to all,
Susan Dickerson, President
5

The Fisherman

December, 2017

Christian Education
Prepare the Way:
Discover the World
Into Which Jesus Was Born
As we soon will be observing the season of Advent
and preparing to celebrate the birth of the Christ child, I
invite you to join me for three sessions to discover the
world into which Jesus was born.
The study will focus on the events preceding the
birth of Jesus that affected the first century
Israel. Therefore, it is crucial that one who reads the
Bible acquires a basic knowledge of the people, nations,
cultures, and events that shaped Israel in the first
century A.D, while exploring the social, religious,
political and cultural dimension of the New
Testament.
Participants in this three-session course will be introduced to such people and events as Herod
the Great, King of Israel; and his descendants also named Herod; the Pharisees and the Sadducees;
the scribes and the rabbis; the co-existence of the Temple and the synagogues; Pontius Pilate and
the Romans; the influences of the Greeks; the Maccabean Revolt and the first Hanukah…and more!

Join us on Thursdays
November 30th, December 7th and 14th
at 4:00 p.m. in Bliss Hall
I hope to see you there!
Fr. Frank

Parish Angel Tree Program
The Parish Angel Tree gifts are due no later than Monday,
December 4th. Please use the request ‘angel’ as a gift tag when you return
the wrapped items to the church, so we can identify the family that the
gift is for. Place your gifts under the tree so we can prepare items for
delivery. If you have questions, contact Luvette Hickey, 383-3872, or
Kay Roberts, 575-6928.
Thanks to all who help make this a great Outreach project. It
truly shows the extent of the total parish dedication to Christian
service, and reinforces our commitment to “Come in to worship, so
that we may go out to serve.”
Luvette Hickey
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Thur., Nov. 30th, 4 p.m.

The World into Jesus Came, 3-part Christian Ed. Series in Bliss Hall

Weekend of Dec. 2/3

Annual Meeting (Single Service Weekend), Service at 10 am Sun. followed
by the Annual Meeting in the church)

Mon., Dec. 4th –

Deadline to have Angel Tree Gifts placed under the tree at Church

Wed., Dec. 6th, 11:30am

ECW Christmas Luncheon at Sea Trail Resort Conference Center

Fri., Dec 8th, 6 pm

Saint Nicholas Day Celebration in Bliss Hall

Sat., Dec. 9th, 5:30 p.m.

A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols

Sun., Dec. 17th

Greening of the Church (Single Service Weekend), Service at 10am Sun.
followed by Greening of the Church)

Sat., Dec. 23rd – 5:30 p.m. We will celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Holy Eucharist
Sun., Dec. 24th

Christmas Eve
Family Eucharist Service with Music – 6 p.m.
Festive Choral Eucharist Service – 10:30 p.m.

Mon., Dec. 25th

Christmas Day - Said Eucharist Service – 10 a.m.

December 30/31

Standard Eucharist Services

Sat., Jan 6th, 5:30 p.m.

The Feast of the Epiphany

Due to a busy month Bridge Buddies will play bridge Friday
Dec. 15th at 1 PM in the Gathering area. We welcome you to join
us in the game of bridge.
Any questions call me at 910-842-1865.
Barbara Bartell
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Adopt-A-Room
Program

Can You Help?
The South Brunswick Interchurch Council is
hoping to provide a Christmas Turkey Dinner for
145 families in need in the South Brunswick area.
For $20 you can give a family of 4-5 people a box
that includes a 12-14 pound frozen turkey, yams,
green beans, corn, stuffing, cranberry sauce,
dinner rolls, and pumpkin pie. Please make your
checks out to SBIC, with turkey dinner in the
memo line, and mail to SBIC, P. O. Box 1461,
Shallotte, NC 28459. Thank you.
Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe,
St. James SBIC Rep.

Greening of the
Church
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This is an ancient tradition of the Church in
which the congregation comes together
following Advent to help decorate the
Church for their Christmas celebrations.
Come join us immediately following our 10
a.m. service on Sunday, December 17th,
when we’ll joyously prepare our altar, place
wreathes and poinsettias, decorate our pews,
and put up our Chrismon tree in anticipation
of our Christmas services. Remember that
many hands indeed make the task easier and
more of an embodiment of our life together
as a parish family.
Peace – Father Frank

Brunswick County Streetreach is a 100%
volunteer organization and provides emergency
shelter through its Adopt-A-Room Program to
the homeless across our county, especially in
the cold months of winter. The South
Brunswick Interchurch Council recently
presented Streetreach with a check for $2,000 to
cover a block of 10 rooms at a local motel. This
is a small price to pay to save and restore 10
families from being homeless.
One hundred percent of funding for
Brunswick County Streetreach comes from
businesses, churches, foundations, and caring
individuals.
Therefore, if you would like to help with
this great ministry, please send your
contribution to Brunswick County Streetreach,
P. O. Box 1331, Shallotte, NC 28459. If you
would like more information about this
program, you may contact Rev. Donna Phelps
at 910-842-2711.
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Vestry Notes
When I first agreed to be Sr. Warden, it was partly because the then present Senior
Warden told me that the job was really pretty easy. Just show up for Vestry meetings,
sit next to Fr. Dave, and he does all the rest. No problem. 2016 went pretty much
according to plan except for having to “fix” the parking problem. No reason to think
my last year would be any different.
It is said that God sometimes works in mysterious ways. This year he gave me something to do. He gave us
all something to do. Fr. Dave announced his well-earned retirement in June this year. It was a sea change
event in the life of St. James the Fisherman. The Vestry was now the Rector of the church. In his wisdom, Fr.
Dave wrote the “Vestry of the Week” (VPOW) memo, which defined in frightening detail the duties of the
Rector for each day of the week, complete with pictures of thermostats.
The vestry pitched in, and in doing so, we learned what it takes to keep a church open for business seven
days a week. A church can be weekend services and essentially closed for business otherwise. Or it can be
a center of Christian activity, with a heart that beats every day. That’s what we do. We didn’t have to do
anything to energize most church functions, because the ECW, Daughters of the King, Choir,
Administrative Assistant, Altar Guild, Lay Readers, and 2nd Helpings all kept up their usual pace of
action, and when they needed a Rector’s input, they let us know.
The Vestry arranged a schedule of members assigned to weekly service to follow the VPOW memo, which
accounted for work during the week and especially on weekends. Handling announcements, making
coffee, approving expenses, keeping abreast of the schedule of events so ably maintained by Connie.
Hiring supply priests was an adventure in itself, and working with our Diocesan contact, Canon Matthew
Stockard, resulted in hiring our new Interim Rector, Father Frank Russ. And as a final act of renewal, a
Discernment Committee has been named, and is hard at work to find a new permanent Priest and Rector.
A final request to the parish: please stay in touch, and be involved in the Discernment Committee’s work,
as your input is vital to making wise decisions as 2018 unfolds. And take advantage of the programs
available, which provide an opportunity to express our Christian faith in so many ways. A good way to
start is to attend Fr. Frank’s three seminars during Advent on the world into which Christ was born. Fr.
Frank brings a unique background in education, which he will share with us throughout his tour of duty,
starting with these seminars. Check page six of this newsletter for more information.
And as always, go in Peace,
Cai

Operation Christmas Child
Once again our shoebox collection efforts in support of this program were
tremendous. Many thanks who helped in your response allowing us to send out 81
boxes to children worldwide; helping make their Christmas season a bit more joyous
and hope-filled.
Your Fellow Servant in Christ,
Fr. Frank
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Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe, the St. James Representative on the South Brunswick Interchurch Council
(SBIC), attended the monthly meeting held on Monday, November 6, 2017, at Shallotte Presbyterian
Church at 8:45 a.m.
Deacon Jean Miller spoke about the Coat Closet Outreach Ministry located at St. James and handed out
packets to those in attendance.
Rev. Donna Phelps of Streetreach spoke about the homeless problem in Brunswick County. President
Tom Horan presented her with a check for $2,000 from the SBIC to be used for the Adopt-A-Room Program
that provides emergency shelter to the homeless, especially during the cold winter months.
1. Sunset at Sunset (October 7, 2017) - Patty Brisson, Event Coordinator, reported that this event netted
$800.
2. CROP Hunger Walk/Praise in the Park (November 5, 2017) – Eric Wagner reported that there were
120 walkers and that we took in approximately $11,473 on the day of the walk. More monies are
coming in. It was a beautiful day and the Praise in the Park entertainment was great. Eric was of
the opinion, however, that combining the two events did not enhance the fundraising.
3. Thanksgiving Day Meals on Wheels (November 23, 2017) – Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe,
Coordinator, reported that letters have been sent out to the churches asking for their specific
donations. A followup is necessary. Set-up will be on Wednesday before Thanksgiving between 24:00 p.m. Cooking will begin at 5:30 a.m. on Thanksgiving. Packing will begin at 8:00 a.m. Please
come help if you are able. Many hands make light work! Contact Ruth Ann at 910-575-1247 or at
no1nanie@atmc.net and let her know if you can help.
4. Run For Food (January 13, 2018) – Mary Pritchard, Coordinator, reported that churches will be
receiving their sponsorship letters shortly. She needs someone to handle publicity and to procure
sponsorships from companies and businesses. They have 67 runners so far. There will be a Chicken
Bog following the event.
5. The Traveling Quilt – Tom Freeman, Coordinator, set up a schedule to display the quilt at various
churches. Directions for handling the money and the quilt were distributed. The drawing for the
quilt will be on February 5, 2018, at the SBIC meeting. Anyone at St. James wishing to purchase
raffle tickets, please contact Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe at 910-575-1247 or at no1nanie@atmc.net.
Mary Pritchard reported that the SBIC Food Pantry has served 2,872 children, 5,136 adults, and 3,436
seniors for a total of 11,444 January through October 2017. She also reported that the SBIC will be giving
out double groceries and turkeys to 145 families this Saturday at the SBIC Food Pantry. The turkeys for
Thanksgiving cost $2,000 and the Christmas dinners will cost $4,100. If you would like to donate toward
the turkey dinners for Christmas, please send a check for $20 made out to SBIC with turkey dinners in the
memo line and mail to SBIC, P. O. Box 1461, Shallotte, NC 28459.
There will be a concert at Seaside UMC on December 10th from 4-7:00 p.m. Call the church for free
tickets.
The Beach Assembly of God will be presenting “Bethlehem Live” this year. Because reservations sold
out, they have added an additional night. Go to their website for Bethlehem Live or call the church for
tickets.
Communities in Schools will present a “Circle of Parents Support Group for Single Parents.” For
information, call Margaret Roseman at 910-253-5327, extension 1435, or at mroseman@cisbrunswick.org.
Seaside UMC will be presenting a Divorce Support Group on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. There will be
a Meet and Greet on January 9th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. for divorced people. The program is 13 weeks. Call
Debbie Blake at 845-283-0333 for more information.
The next SBIC General Meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 4, 2017, at Shallotte Presbyterian
Church at 8:45 a.m. Anyone is welcome to attend the monthly SBIC Meetings.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ruth Ann or Bill Grothe, your St. James
Representatives, at 910-575-1247 or at no1nanie@atmc.net. Until next month…
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As we get closer to the end of
this year, please note that I will
be closing the financial records’
books for the 2017 fiscal year on
January 1, 2018. Please note that
any contribution checks you
want posted to your 2017 pledge
record must have a December
2017 date on them, and be
received no later than January 1,
2018. Many Thanks.
Jack McElroy,
Parish Treasurer

2018 Budget
Pledge Campaign
As our Campaign draws to a close, we thank all who returned
their pledge cards so that we might have a better idea as to the
income we have to work with in our 2018 Budget development.
As of November 14th, we have received 93 pledges totaling
$173,500. Last year we had 102 pledging units for a total pledged
of over $201,000.

2018 Summer Camp
Applications
Brochures and applications are available in the Tract
Rack (located in the Gathering Area). Camp sessions are
available for all youth rising in grades 3-12. Limited
scholarship funds are available through Camp Trinity and
through our parish ECW.

2017 CROP Hunger Walk/Praise in the Park
The 2017 CROP Hunger Walk/Praise in the Park was held on Sunday, November 5th.
Everyone assembled at Mulberry Park in Shallotte for the 3.2 mile walk to Calvary Baptist
Church and return. It was a beautiful day for a Walk. Upon return from the Walk,
everyone got to partake of food and enjoy performances by several music groups. As of
November 5th, an estimated 120 walkers raised over $11,500 to help end hunger locally and
around the world.
St. James the Fisherman had 16 walkers and as of November 8th has raised $2,395. Many thanks go out
to anyone who participated, whether you walked or supported a walker.
Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe & Vera Redin
St. James Recruiters
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St. James the Fisherman Episcopal Church
P. O. Box 68, 4941 Main Street
Shallotte, NC 28459
910-754-9313
stjames@stjamesthefisherman.net
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving – Bishop
Rev. Frank Russ, Interim Rector
The Rev. Jean Miller, Deacon
Rev. Dr. Richard Warner, Jr., Rector Emeritus
Paul Bertelsen, Verger

Worship Services
Sunday:
Holy Eucharist:
Choral Eucharist:
Saturday:
Holy Eucharist:

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Vestry
Cai Raber
Bill Grothe
Jack McElroy
Jackie Wright
Pat Neff
Sam Farag
Dawn Kellerman
Anne Neely

Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Treasurer
Clerk of the Vestry
Don Irvin
Wayne Campbell
Joyce Winnie

Directory of Ministries
WORSHIP – Vestry Liaison – J. Winnie
Coordinators –
Acolytes – P. Bertelsen
Altar Guild – Individual Team Leaders
Daughters of the King – L. Hickey
Eucharistic Ministers – D. Kirk
Eucharistic Visitors – Deacon J. Miller
Music – M. Smicklas
Newcomers/Greeters – B. Herren
Nursery – V. Redin
Ushers – B. Chase
PROGRAMS – Vestry Liaison – D. Kellerman
Christian Education – Father Frank Russ

ECW – S. Dickerson
Coffee Hour – Weekly Hosts
Foyer Groups: R. Fernandez
Quarterly Parish Dinners – B. & G. Freeman
Special Projects – P. Bertelsen
Holy Stitchers – L. Hickey
Bridge Group – B. Bartell
OUTREACH – Vestry Liaison – Anne Neely
Angel Tree – Daughters of the King
BFA Food Pantry – Volunteer Needed
Community In Schools – Deacon J. Miller
ERD – Volunteer Needed
Inter-church Council – B. & R. Grothe

Lobster Sale – B. Chase
Neighbor to Neighbor – Deacon J. Miller
Second Helpings- J. Bryant
UTO/CPC – ECW Coordinators
ADMINISTRATION – Vestry Liaisons –
D. Irvin & P. Neff
Endowments – Chair: E. Miller
Liaison: D. Irvin
Stewardship – P. Neff
BUILDING & GROUNDS –
S. Farag – Interior, W. Campbell - Exterior
Fisherman Newsletter - L. Jennings

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

St. James
The Fisherman
Episcopal church
P. O. Box 68
Shallotte, NC 28459
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