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Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 
People           And also with you. 
Celebrant      Lift up your hearts. 
People           We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People           It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  
Mystery of winter skies,  
we thank you in the darkening hour for opening our eyes  
to see your starlit beauty;  
for parting the wide heavens  
to send your gentle light;  
for offering your word  
to take our mortal flesh.  

  
He was promised by those  
who shared your dream of peace;  
John the Baptist cleared his way  
with words of desert fire;  
Mary and Joseph accepted his coming  
with tenderness and faith.  
We know that he draws near again  
to show us who we really are  
with honesty and love. 
 
 
 



 

Now we take up the song of hope  
that we might awaken  
to his coming among us  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We ask that your Holy Spirit  
will fall upon us, and upon these gifts,  
that these fragile, earthly things  
may be to us the body and the blood of our lord and brother,  
Jesus Christ;  
who, on the night  that he was betrayed,  
gathered with his faltering friends  
for a meal that tasted of freedom.  
Calling them to his table,  
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:  
‘This is my body, which is given for you.   
Do this to remember me.’ 
 

 In the same way after supper, he took the cup, saying:  
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.   
Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.’   
As on the night, so here and now  
he offers himself in touch and taste  
beyond all words can hold. 
 
 
 



 

Celebrant  Great is the mystery of faith. 
People         Christ has died;  

Christ is risen;  
Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, in our eating and drinking  
we are filled with the life-giving presence of Christ;  
we proclaim him as creation’s host,  
transforming poverty into plenty  
in the reckless generosity of love. 
 

Inspire us with the hope  
that one day death and greed will be no more 
and people without number  
will come from east and west, north and south,  
to share the kingdom meal.  
  
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by whom and with whom and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honor and glory be yours, Mother of blessings,  
for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  



 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

  

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

The gifts of God for the people of God… 
 

Post-communion Prayer                   
 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, we thank you that in Christ you give yourself into our 
hands; may we who have tasted life proclaim the coming feast 
when many will come from east and west, north and south, to greet 
the Lord of all; we ask this in his name.  Amen. 
 

Blessing   
 

May the God who brings heaven closer to earth give truth to our 
judgment and flame to our longing, that our hearts might be ready 
to be born again in love. And the blessing of God . . . Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: The Collect, The Prayers of the People, The Confession, and 
the Liturgy of the Table are taken from “Prayers for an Inclusive 

Church” by Steven Shakespeare. 


