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The History of the Pilgrims and of Two Original 
Thanksgiving Days 

 

       
The First Thanksgiving, painting by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris (1863–1930) 

 
 A pilgrim (lat. peregrinus) is one who undertakes a pilgrimage, literally “far afield.”  This is traditionally a 
visit to a place of some religious or historic significance; often a considerable distance is traveled.   The 
pilgrims of Plymouth Colony in American history began as a religious group. The Separatists, which they 
called themselves, felt that the only way to practice their faith was to separate from the Church of England 
during the Reformation. They became known as Puritans.  The passengers who arrived on the first four ships 
at Plymouth were called “new comers.” 
 It is thought that the first Thanksgiving was celebrated in the autumn of 1621 to give thanks to God for 
helping the pilgrims of Plymouth Colony survive the brutal winter.  The first Thanksgiving feast lasted three 
days providing enough food for 53 pilgrims and 90 Native Americans.  The feast consisted of fowl, venison, 
fish, lobster, clams, berries, fruit, pumpkin, and squash. William Bradford's note that, “besides waterfowl, there 
was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took many,” probably gave rise to the American tradition of turkey at 
Thanksgiving. 
 However, the first recorded day of giving thanks was on December 4, 1619, two years before the Pilgrims’ 
celebration at Plymouth, at a site that would become known as Berkley Plantation on the James River in 
Virginia.   The original settlers’ charter read:  “We ordaine that the day of our ships arrival at the place assigned for 
plantacon in the land of Virginia shall be yearly and perpetually kept holy as a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God.”  
On that first day, Captain John Woodleaf held the service of thanksgiving.   
 There you have the stories of the pilgrims and of the first Thanksgiving Days to be observed in America.  
Today's Thanksgiving observance gives us the opportunity to remember God's faithfulness to us, and for the 
many gifts with which he has graced and blessed our lives.  I will take this opportunity to wish you and your 
families a blessed Thanksgiving season.  Be sure to join your parish family for the celebration of the 
Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist on Wednesday, November 22 at 5:00 p.m.  And remember, “It is good to give 
thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High” (Psalm 92:1). 
 

Blessings, 
Fr. Frank 

Issue, Date 

Quisque: 

Feugiat: 

2 

2 

3 

4 

 Mauris imperdiet. Duis nec purus 
non dui auctor consequat. Maecenas 
faucibus. Ut quis velit ac mi lacinia 
euismod. 

Ut risus purus, congue vel, mattis id, 
eleifend ut, dui. Integer dapibus. 
Quisque turpis. Suspendisse pede. 
Duis id leo. 

Cras congue, sapien vitae vestibulum 
adipiscing, erat lacus commodo 
lectus, in imperdiet massa risus vel 
tellus. Sed tincidunt cursus libero. 

Donec consectetuer, dui vitae congue 
rhoncus, enim libero egestas ante. 
Fusce euismod tempus nulla. Donec 
pellentesque mattis diam. 

“Mauris non erat. Integer dolor metus, 
hendrerit a, convallis vel, vehicula in, enim.” 



The Fisherman November, 2017 

 2 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 The church’s seasonal colors are still in the beautiful rich green of 
Ordinary Time through most of November.  Soon, however, we will be 
moving into Advent and see the blue linens, stoles, and the Advent Wreath 
hanging in the back of the church.  Already October’s many church 
programs and the transition into a parish calling a new rector have run 
busily through our lives, collecting many hours of our day’s personal time.  
I, for one, have to keep telling myself, “One day at a time, Jean,” or “Get over 
yourself.  God’s here!”  That, by the way, is the title of a book by Katherine 
Moorehead that stays on my office bookshelf. I often grab it just to read the 
title and bring myself to center, letting go and letting my heart be open to 
the life God truly wants me to have. So in preparation for Advent, the 
spiritual movement within me, and perhaps you, must be of eager humble 
expectancy.  We are to expect the holy in every aspect of our lives. 
 
 Contemplating on God always being with us and moving into our 

preparation for Advent, we must focus on the importance of God’s presence in our lives, especially with the 
incarnation of God in Jesus Christ.   
 
 Part of a reading from Evelyn Underhill’s book Advent says, “We should always think of the whole power 
and splendor of God as always pressing in upon our small souls. There should always be more waiting than 
striving in a Christian prayer—an absolute dependence of the self-giving charity of God.  As dew shall our 
God descend on us.”   
 
 A prayer:  Come! Give us wisdom, give us light, deliver us, liberate us, lead us, teach us how to live.  Save us. 
 

Blessings, 
Deacon Jean Miller 

A Voice from the Deacon’s Bench 

As we get closer to the end of 
this year, please note that I will 
be closing the financial records’ 
books for the 2017 fiscal year on 
January 1, 2018. Please note that 
any contribution checks you 
want posted to your 2017 pledge 
record must have a December 
2017 date on them, and be 
received no later than January 1, 
2018. Many Thanks.  

 Jack McElroy, 
Parish Treasurer 

 

All Saints' Sunday — 
November 4 - 5 

 In the introduction, the Book of 
Common Prayer states:  “The 
Principal Feasts observed in this 
Church are the following:  Easter 
Day;  All Saints’ Day, November 1; 
Ascension Day; Christmas Day, 
December 25; The Day of Pentecost; 
The Epiphany, January 6; Trinity 
Sunday.”  In addition, “ All Saints’ 
Day may always be observed on the 

Sunday following November 1.” 
 All Saints’ Sunday is November 5, and the holy day will be 
observed at the weekly Eucharists on Saturday evening (the 4th at 
5:30 p.m.) and Sunday morning (the 5th at 8 and 10 a.m.). 
 Make plans now to attend one of the celebrations of one of the 
seven principal feasts of the Church. 

Fr. Frank 
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 We hope you have found and dusted off your walking shoes and are ready for the 
2017 CROP Hunger Walk to be held on Sunday, November 5, 2017, from 1:30 – 5:00 
p.m.  Remember, this year’s walk will be combined with the GSMA Praise in the Park 
at Mulberry Park where the walk will begin and end.  There will be free food and 
music in the Park after the Walk.   
 A signup sheet, walker envelopes, and details about the walk are available in the 
Gathering Area.  We hope you will walk or support a walker.  Envelopes are for 
walkers only.  All Donation Envelopes are numbered and must be accounted for this 

year.  So, if you take one, or have taken one, please make sure that you record the number on the sign-in 
sheet.  If you take one and do not use it, please return it to your recruiter. 
 On-line donations are encouraged at www.crophungerwalk.org/shallottenc.  Checks should be made 
payable to CWS/CROP.  Please collect your donations BEFORE the Walk and turn them in to your 
Recruiters, Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe or Vera Redin before the Walk, preferably, or at 1:30 p.m. on Walk 
Day.  
 We are also asking Walkers to bring a jar of peanut butter or other non-perishable food on Walk day for 
the SBIC Food Pantry. 

Thank you, 
Ruth Ann & Vera 

UTO In-Gathering is the 
first weekend of 

November,  
November 4th and 5th. 

Altar Flowers 
Each week the flowers on the altar add a beautiful 
touch to our Worship Services. These flowers are 
provided solely through donations to our Flower 
Fund by those dedicating them in honor, memory or 
thanksgiving of someone.  Unfortunately we have a 
large number of weekends where either one or 
both of the altar vases have not been donated, 
which is depleting our backup Flower funds. The 
cost is $35 per vase and the signup chart is located in 
Bliss Hall. 
 

Daylight Savings Time ends 
on Sunday, November 5th 
Before you go to bed that 

Saturday night, 
set all your timepieces  

back one hour. 
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Mary and  
Martha Chapter 

The Psalm As Prayer 
Our group study at this month's meeting was about using psalms as a form of 
prayer.  The exercise involved each of us attempting to write a short psalm in 
our own words.  Following are a few examples of our DOK psalmists' work: 
 
Earthquakes 
Fire breaks 
Water that destroys. 
Where is refuge? 
Where is peace? 
Show me my path; help me see 
God is with us. 
 
 
I was a desperate child 
No word from the afflicted 
Then Your Messenger arrived 
Easing my soul 
 
 

 
 

 
For His Sake, 

Annette Parsch 

Foyer Groups 
 Foyer Groups have started up for this year.  Everyone who signed up has been placed 
in a group and has started to get to know their St. James Family members. 
 On Sunday October 15th we had an organizational luncheon at Angelo’s Bistro in 
Shallotte.  We all got our group assignments, exchanged telephone numbers and e-mails, 
got to know each other, and had a great meal with lots of stories and laughter.  Everyone 
started talking about the things they felt would be good to do this year with their groups 
and as a whole big group.   It sounded like lots of enthusiasm and fun.  If you would be 
interested in joining us we would love to have you.  Come and meet new friends and have 
some fun. 
 Please call Ruth Fernandez 910-579-1904 or e-mail: rtfbeach@atmc.net. 

Thank you, 
Ruth Fernandez 

I was dry  
and He quenched my thirst.  
 
 
 
 
Hang on to me, oh Lord. 
Let not my hand slip from yours. 
Guide me,  
As a shepherd guides his sheep. 
Direct my path,  
As a father directs his child away from danger. 
Be patient with me, Lord. 
In your good time I will return. 
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Neighbor to Neighbor 
Outreach Ministry 

On Tuesday October 24th the door to the 8th Coat Closet 
Program season 2017/18 was opened.  The Coat Closet 
is opened every Tues. and Sat. from 10:00 to 1:00pm. 

The Coat Closet helps families in need of gently worn winter coats.  We collect coats by programs and 
churches, businesses, and people generously donating coats to the Coat Closet or contributing gifts of 
money to purchase coats at low cost.  Last year, we gave out over 700 coats during the 2016/17 season.  
Many of the clients are given vouchers for coats at the local food pantries in Brunswick County, churches 
and other outreach programs.  It is a God-networking process.     
 Right now, the Coat Closet is in need of children’s warm coats, all sizes, and 1X and above adult coats.  
If you would be interested in having one of the Coat Closet’s donation bins placed in your development for 
a few weeks, please see me for more information.  Also, if while you are shopping you come upon low cost 
warm coats, please notify me, Dawn Kellerman or Anne Neely.  We will check it out!   
 The Orthopedic Equipment Lending Program is in need of walking canes, wheel chairs and rolling 
walkers.  Please notify Tommie Christenbury, Anne Neely, or Deacon Jean if you wish to donate an item or 
are in need of an item.  The program lends out the equipment for a three month period.  
 New volunteers for both programs are welcomed and always needed—training, if needed, on the spot.  

Blessings, 
Deacon Jean 

Welcome! Celebrating 
Newcomers in the  

Parish Family 
 

 Over the past few months we have 
continued to witness new people in our 
midst. So, on October 7th/8th we will, once 
again, conduct our Service of Reception. It 
is always a joy to take this purposeful time 
to welcome new people who have made a 
decision to make St. James the Fisherman 
their community of faith and parish family. 

Parish’s Annual Lobster and ECW Sales  
Again A Great Success 

  Once again our annual Lobster and ECW Yard/Bake Sales provided a fun 
method of raising Outreach funds. Through the great efforts of so many in the 
parish, but especially of the coordinators for each of these sales (Bill Chase 
[Lobster]; Luvette Hickey & Don Irvin, Barbara & Dan Bartell, [ECW Yard]; 
Susan Sprouse and Jeanne Mavis [ECW Bake]; Tommie Christenbury & Dawn 
Kellerman [Craft Sale]) and their crews of volunteers, we were able to raise funds 
for Outreach programs and projects.  In addition to the funds raised, the 
remaining Yard Sale items were donated to Brunswick Family Assistance for sale 

at their Thrift Store to help those in need who turn to that agency for help — truly a double blessing of 
gifts.  
 It was great to have so many of our parish family joining together to conduct this wonderful program; 
since equally important to raising Outreach funds is the fact that we present to the local community our 
faith in action: a sense of zeal and joy our parish has in living out our commitment to Christian service in 
the world. May we always be mindful that it is through programs such as these that we live out the call of 
Servant Ministry to the world around us. 

I would like to say a special Thank you 
for all the time and crafts that were 
donated to the ECW craft sale that 
occurred at our Lobster Sale.  Thank you 
very much for your donation. 

Tommie 



The Fisherman November, 2017 

 6 

1

ECW: A Busy Time 
 The women of St. James the Fisherman are at their busiest in the month of 
October.  What with all the preparations for the Inside Yard Sale (with accompanying 
Preview Night), the Bake Sale and the Craft Sale, things have really been “hopping” 
around the church. 
 In the midst of all this busyness, 16 of us gathered together on October 11th to have 
our monthly ECW meeting in Bliss Hall.  All of our business was taken care of: Minutes 
of the September meeting, Treasurer's Report, and Corresponding Report.  Our 
Treasurer distributed copies of the 2017-18 Budget.   Reports from various committees 
were given, and then we were headed to Wilmington in carpools. 

2

 Our group was blessed to spend our program time at The Church of the Servant on Oriole Road in 
Wilmington.  This Episcopal Church was built in the round, with movable chairs for various services and 
activities.  In the middle of their Nave is a labyrinth, which was sandblasted into their floor when their church 
was built.  Such an unusual setting!! 
 We were given a short explanation of the history of labyrinths and the various ways one can experience its 
peaceful lessons. All of our ladies walked the labyrinth slowly and spiritually, using it as a tool for 
introspection and comfort.  Beautiful instrumental music played softly in the background to further enhance 
our walk. It was truly a lovely and loving experience. 
 We left the church and headed down to the Cape Fear River to eat lunch at The Pilot House.   A grand time 
was had by all!! 
 Our next meeting will be on November 8th.  We'd love to see you! 

Susan Dickerson 
 President, 2017-18 

Parish Angel Tree Program 

 The Parish Angel Tree will go up outside the parish hall on Nov. 15th. Gift 
requests range from children's toys through adult clothes to assistance with 
medical, power, and fuel bills (note that cash requests are never given directly to 
the families, but are taken to the respective companies by us and applied to their 
account).  
 We will work with Brunswick Family Assistance Agency again this year, who 
have screened their applicants, to select several families in need within our local 
community. The ‘angels’ on our tree represent a way of reaching out to these 
families. When you take one (or more) of the ‘angel’ requests, you help brighten 

the season for these members of our extended family of God; and you reflect our desire as a parish to live 
out our faith “not only with our lips, but in our lives.” 
 Please use the request ‘angel’ as a gift tag when you return the wrapped items to the church, so we can 
identify the family that the gift is for. Place your gifts under the tree NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 12TH, so we can prepare items for delivery by December 15th. If you have questions, contact 
Luvette Hickey, 383-3872, or Kay Roberts, 575-6928. 
 Thanks to all who help make this a great Outreach project. It truly shows the extent of the total parish 
dedication to Christian service, and reinforces our commitment to “Come in to worship, so that we may go 
out to serve.” 

Luvette Hickey 
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Altar Flowers 
Each week the flowers on the altar add a beautiful touch to our Worship 
Services. Those dedicating them in honor, memory or thanksgiving of 
someone provide these flowers solely through donations to our Flower 
Fund.  Unfortunately we have a large number of weekends where 
either one or both of the altar vases have not been donated, which is 
depleting our backup Flower funds. The cost is $35 per vase and the 
signup chart is located in Bliss Hall. 
 

Nov. 4th/5th All Saints’ Day regular services  
(and during 10 a.m. service – DOK Installation) 

 
Nov. 4th/5th United Thank Offering Ingathering 
 
Sun., Nov. 5th SBIC CROP Walk 
 
Wed., Nov. 8th ECW Meeting 9:00 AM – Author Anne Clinard Barnhill 
 
Sun., Nov. 19th, Noon  Deadline to have Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes back to the Church 
 
Wed. Nov 22nd, 5 p.m.  Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist 
 
Thur. Nov. 23rd, 8 a.m. SBIC Thanksgiving Meals for Shut-ins Packing at Shallotte Presbyterian Ch. 
 
Thur., Nov. 23rd, 9a.m. Community Thanksgiving Service (Ecumenical Prayer & Praise Beach 

Service at Ocean Isle Beach – Driftwood Drive Area) 
 
Thur., Nov. 30th, 4 p.m. The World into Jesus Came, 3-part Christian Ed. Series in Bliss Hall 
 
Sun., Dec. 3rd Annual Meeting (Single Service Weekend), Service at 10 am Sun. followed 

by the Annual Meeting in the church) 
 
Wed., Dec. 6th, 11:30am ECW Christmas Luncheon at Sea Trail Resort Conference Center 
 
Fri., Dec 8th, 6 pm A Visit from St. Nicholas in Bliss Hall 
 
Sat., Dec. 9th, 5:30 p.m. A Festival of Lessons and Carols 
 
Sun., Dec. 17th Greening of the Church (Single Service Weekend), Service at 10am Sun. 

followed by Greening of the Church) 
 
Sat., Dec. 23rd – 5:30 p.m. We will celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Holy Eucharist 
 
Sun., Dec. 24th Christmas Eve 

Family Eucharist Service with Music – 6 p.m. 
Festive Choral Eucharist Service – 10:30 p.m. 

 
Mon., Dec. 25th Christmas Day - Said Eucharist Service – 10 a.m. 
 
Sat., Jan 6th, 5:30 p.m. The Feast of the Epiphany 
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Altar Flowers 
Each week the flowers on 
the altar add a beautiful 
touch to our Worship 
Services. These flowers 
are provided solely 
through donations to our 
Flower Fund by those 
dedicating them in 
honor, memory or 
thanksgiving of someone.  
The cost is $35 per vase 
and the signup chart is 
located in Bliss Hall. 

Volunteers Needed 
Union Elementary  
School is in need of 4th 
and 5th grade volunteers 
for reading and math 
studies. If you are 
interested in helping the 
reading groups or math 
studies please speak with 
Deacon Jean and she will 
get you in contact with 
the coordinator. 
Deacon Jean/ CIS Liaison 

Parish Annual Meeting 
December 3rd 

 In accordance with the Church’s Constitution and Canons, 
we will hold our annual meeting on Sunday, December 3rd, 
immediately following our 10:00 am worship service. As this 
meeting is part of our corporate life together, we will celebrate 
only one service that weekend on Sunday at 10 am., during 
which we will: present a few reports from the vestry liaisons; 
see the proposed 2018 spending plan; elect three new Vestry 
members; and Select Diocesan Convention Delegates. Recall 
that, in accordance with the Canons of the Episcopal Church, to 
vote you must: “have received the Sacrament of Baptism; be at 
least 16 years old; been faithful in corporate worship, unless 
prevented by good cause; and been working, praying and 
giving for the spread of the kingdom of God in the parish 
during the past year.” There is no absentee or proxy voting. 

Prepare the Way: 
Discover the World into 
Which Jesus Was Born 

 As we soon will be observing the season of Advent and 
preparing to celebrate the birth of the Christ child, I invite you 
to join me for three sessions to discover the world into which 
Jesus was born.   
 The study will focus on the events preceding the birth of 
Jesus that affected the first century Israel.  Therefore, it is 
crucial that one who reads the Bible acquires a basic knowledge 
of the people, nations, cultures, and events that shaped Israel in 
the first century A.D, while exploring the social, religious, 
political and cultural dimension of the New Testament.   
 Participants in this three-session course will be introduced 

to such people and events as Herod the Great, King of Israel; and his descendants also named Herod; the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees; the scribes and the rabbis; the co-existence of the Temple and the 
synagogues;  Pontius Pilate and the Romans; the influences of the Greeks; the Maccabean Revolt and the 
first Hanukah…and more!   
 

Join us on Thursdays 
November 30th, December 7th and 14th 

at 4:00 p.m. in Bliss Hall 
 

I hope to see you there! 
Fr. Frank 
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Vestry Notes 
 Looking back at the church year about to end, it seems to have been one of great 
change at St. James the Fisherman. The first five months were pretty much life as usual, 
the calendar of events unfolding as it has in the past: good music, good sermons, Lent, 
Easter, 2nd Helpings running on schedule. Winter/Spring/Summer. 
 
 Then on June 6th, we learned our Rector Fr. Dave would retire on August 1st. Every 
aspect of our daily lives seemed to be at risk. We collectively wondered, questioned, 
doubted the way ahead; then with the support we gave each other, with prayer, and 
leadership from the diocese, we started a process of renewal. 
 
 The Vestry became the Rector of the church on August 1st. That meant organizing 
supply priests, announcements, taking out the trash, making coffee, fixing locks, 
opening for service, closing after service, planning ahead, finding an interim priest, 
finding a permanent priest. Keeping the peace. 
 
 There was a heartfelt goodbye service and celebration. There was a parish dinner to 
plan and carry out, commitment Sunday, Lobster Sale, Yard/Craft/Bake Sale, a pledge 
drive, Thanksgiving, Christmas, another year to plan. A Lot To Do!  
 
 Everybody stepped up. The ECW, the Choir, the Administrative Assistant, the 
Daughters of the King, the Vestry, the Newsletter, Paul Bertelsen, Ushers, Eucharistic 
Ministers, Greeters. Deacon Jean, Fr. George Werner.  And the Vestry fulfilled its 
responsibility in appointing a Discernment Committee to begin the process to find a 
new permanent Rector.  
 
 And here’s the wonder of it all. With the Grace of God firmly at work in our lives, 
nothing really changed except this, the extra will to see His work continue was kept 
alive in our daily lives and in our family of St. James the Fisherman parishioners. 
 
Thank you!.  
Cai Raber, Sr. Warden 

Operation Christmas Child 
 Once again we’ll continue to make it easier to participate in this annual 
Outreach project by supplying a Christmas-decorated, ready to pack and 
return shoe box. These boxes, that also include an information brochure on 
how to fill them, are located on the display table in our Gathering Area.  Filled 
boxes must be returned to the church by noon on Sunday, November 19th, as we 
must have our boxes to the Regional pick-up point by 2 pm that day. Pease 
help a child in need somewhere in our world by sending one of these boxes. 

Your Fellow Servant in Christ, 
Fr. Frank 
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The South Brunswick Interchurch Council (SBIC) held its monthly meeting on Monday, October 2, 
2017, at Shallotte Presbyterian Church at 8:45 a.m. 
1. Sunset at Sunset (October 7, 2017) - Patty Brisson, Event Coordinator, reported briefly on the 

preparations for the Sunset at Sunset Event.  Libby Horan is busy decorating pumpkins. 
2. Traveling Quilt - Logistics for handling the Traveling Quilt and money for the tickets were discussed.  

Tom Freeman will be the contact.  He can be reached at FreeTom@BellSouth.net or at 336-908-2073. 
3. CROP Hunger Walk/Praise in the Park (November 5, 2017, from 1:00-5:00 p.m.) 
- Eric Wagner, Coordinator, reported that we have received $2,150 so far in sponsorships, and that: 
- Expenses are $770.20 at this time. 
- We have three music groups to perform:  Cedar Grove Gospel Choir, Beach Assembly of God, and a 

Blue Grass Group. 
- There will be no love offering for the music.  
- We will not be having hot dogs as thought.  Instead, we will have finger foods, apples, water, 

lemonade, and Halloween candy.  Zaxby’s will be asked for a food donation. 
- Rev. Causey and Rev. Rehder will handle prayer. 
- We will have 220 CROP Hunger Walk t-shirts.  The sponsors’ names will be on the back. 
- We had a Recruiters’ Meeting at Shallotte Presbyterian Church on September 15. 
- The Rockers and Rollers at Autumn Care will be held on October 11th at 3:00 p.m. 
- Water stops and lag car drivers will be available. 
- Rick Prince and the Knights of Columbus will truck the tables, coolers, etc., to the Park from Calvary 

Baptist. 
4. Thanksgiving Day Meals on Wheels (November 23, 2017) 
- Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe will coordinate this event.  She has contacted Ms. Gass at the Senior 

Center to let them know and was told that we may need 250 meals this year.  Ruth Ann will be 
sending letters to the churches soon asking for donations for specific items. 

5. Run For Food (January 13, 2018) 
- Mary Pritchard passed around samples of the new woman’s style shirts and the new heather V-neck 

shirt for the 5k/10k.  All those who complete the race will receive medals. 
Paul Carman, Treasurer, informed us that FEMA is now called Brunswick County Emergency Food 

Program.  The SBIC received $1,500 as partial payment of a grant.  He also stated that Omni was purchased 
by Prime Storage.  Paul reported that the SBIC is looking into changing insurance companies.  Any 
suggestions are appreciated. 

Mary Pritchard reported that the SBIC Food Pantry has served 2,564 children, 4,633 adults, and 
3,052 seniors for a total of 10,249 January through September 2017.  She also reported that the SBIC received 
$11,678 from the OIB POA Summer Concerts.  In addition, we have received $700 from Mr. McKeithan, a 
tug boat captain, for the SBIC Food Pantry. 

Gloria Wimmer, Membership Coordinator, says we have 5-8 churches that don’t send 
representatives to the SBIC meetings.  She is working on increasing the participation. 

Mitch Hewett, Technology Coordinator, invited everyone to view the SBIC website at 
http://www.sbicnc.org. 

  The next SBIC General Meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 6, 2017, at Shallotte 
Presbyterian Church at 8:45 a.m.  Anyone is welcome to attend the monthly SBIC Meetings.   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ruth Ann or Bill Grothe, your St. James 
Representatives, at 910-575-1247 or at no1nanie@atmc.net.  Until next month… 

 

2
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 Bridge Buddies are scheduled to play bridge on Friday, 
November 3rd and 17th at 1 PM in the gathering area at church. 
We encourage new players to join us.  
 If you have questions please call me at 910-842-1865. 

Barbara Bartell 

Thanksgiving Day Service Project  
and Worship Opportunities 

 On Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, November 23rd) the South Brunswick Inter Church Council will be 
packing a traditional Thanksgiving meal for the many shut-ins who normally receive Meals On Wheels. If 
you’d like to help pack items to be delivered, please be at Shallotte Presbyterian Church at 8 a.m. that day. 
 Also, the Greater Shallotte Ministerial Association will be holding its Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service. 
This year the service will be hosted by Shallotte Presbyterian Church; and will be held as a Prayer and 
Praise Service on Ocean Isle Beach (at the Driftwood Drive Access Area) on Thursday, Nov. 23rd at 9 a.m. 

A Visit from St. Nick  
on December 8th at 6:00 p.m. 

 St. Nicholas was Bishop of Myra in Asia Minor in the fourth century, and 
was present at and participated in the Council of Nicaea, which produced the 
Creed by the same name. Nicholas is known for gift giving to children, and is 
also the patron of seafarers. The tradition of Nicholas was brought to the New 
World by Dutch settlers, and over time has evolved into the tradition of Santa 
Claus. St. Nicholas will visit St. James the Fisherman this year on December 6th 
at 6 p.m. You are invited to meet this saint of the church. If you have children, 
grandchildren, neighbor children, please bring them.  This event is open to all. 

The Blessing of the Animals on Oct. 4th 
 On a beautiful fall morning at the outside altar of St. James, the 
Blessings of the Animals took place. 
 Wearing the stole with all God’s creatures on it, our own Father Werner 
conducted this quaint and meaningful service under a perfectly blue sky 
and moderate temperature morning.   
 In attendance was Nicholas Arthur Ingram, held by Brent Ingram, Baily 
Esposito, held by Connie Esposito, and Lulu Neely, held by Anne Neely.   
All three dogs sitting on their “parental units” laps were quietly attentive 
and very well behaved, even though the birds and squirrels being also in 
attendance were flying and running around them. 
 I was told by one parental unit that she was glad my cat, Cheddar, was 
not in attendance, or things might have not gone so smoothly.   
 Our thanks is given to Father Werner for officiating at this Blessing. 

Deacon Jean 
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   St. James  
The Fisherman 

Episcopal church 

P. O. Box 68 
Shallotte, NC  28459 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.        Ephesians 5:2 

St. James the Fisherman Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 68, 4941 Main Street 

Shallotte, NC  28459 
910-754-9313 

stjames@stjamesthefisherman.net 
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving – Bishop 

Rev. Frank Russ, Interim Rector 
The Rev. Jean Miller, Deacon 

Rev. Dr. Richard Warner, Jr., Rector Emeritus 
Paul Bertelsen, Verger 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday: 
Holy Eucharist: 8:00 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist:     10:00 a.m. 
Saturday: 
Holy Eucharist: 5:30 p.m. 
 

Vestry 
Cai Raber Senior Warden 
Bill Grothe Junior Warden 
Jack McElroy Treasurer 
Jackie Wright Clerk of the Vestry 
Pat Neff Don Irvin 
Sam Farag Wayne Campbell 
Dawn Kellerman Joyce Winnie 
Anne Neely 

1

WORSHIP – Vestry Liaison – J. Winnie  
Coordinators –  
 Acolytes – P. Bertelsen 
 Altar Guild – Individual Team Leaders 
 Daughters of the King – L. Hickey 
 Eucharistic Ministers – D. Kirk 
 Eucharistic Visitors – Deacon J. Miller  
 Music – M. Smicklas  
 Newcomers/Greeters – B. Herren 
 Nursery – V. Redin  
 Ushers – B. Chase 
 
PROGRAMS – Vestry Liaison – D. Kellerman 
 Christian Education – Father Frank Russ 

Directory of Ministries 

2

 ECW – S. Dickerson 
 Coffee Hour – Weekly Hosts 
 Foyer Groups: R. Fernandez 
 Quarterly Parish Dinners – B. & G. Freeman 
 Special Projects – P. Bertelsen  
 Holy Stitchers – L. Hickey 
 Bridge Group – B. Bartell   
 
OUTREACH – Vestry Liaison – Anne Neely 
 Angel Tree – Daughters of the King 
 BFA Food Pantry – Volunteer Needed 
 Community In Schools – Deacon J. Miller  
 ERD – Volunteer Needed 
 Inter-church Council – B. & R. Grothe 

3

 Lobster Sale – B. Chase 
 Neighbor to Neighbor – Deacon J. Miller  
 Second Helpings- J. Bryant 
 UTO/CPC – ECW Coordinators 
 

ADMINISTRATION – Vestry Liaisons –  
D. Irvin & P. Neff  
Endowments – Chair: E. Miller 
   Liaison: D. Irvin 
   Stewardship – P. Neff 
 

BUILDING & GROUNDS – 
S. Farag – Interior, W. Campbell - Exterior 
 
Fisherman Newsletter  - L. Jennings 
 

 


