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 I greet you with peace in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Hello.  I am Father Frank Russ, your interim rector.  I will serve you for the next several months, as your 
parish search committee undertakes the task of finding your next rector to follow Father Dave. 
 
 Allow me to tell you a bit about myself.  I spent most of my growing up years on a small farm near 
Wilmington.  I was a member of the local moderate Baptist church.  After high school, I attended UNC-
Wilmington.  From there I received my master’s degree from Southeastern Theological Seminary in Wake 
Forest, North Carolina.  I then completed a two-year post-graduate residency in clinical chaplaincy at the 
University of Virginia Hospitals. 
 
 I soon determined that the place where I belonged was the Episcopal Church.  I entered the ordination 
process in the Diocese of East Carolina, which led to a year of studies at the Virginia Theological Seminary 
where I was granted a post-graduate Diploma in Anglican Studies.  I have served parishes in East Carolina 
and New York City and was also the Canon to the Ordinary for Bishop Sidney Sanders.  I recently retired as 
chaplain of the Bishop Gadsden Episcopal Retirement Community in Charleston, SC (where your fellow 
parishioner, Chance Scrantom, lives).  I now live on the family farm where I grew up with my two Boston 
terriers. 
 
 I now am excited to begin this journey with you all.  I will serve as your priest, pastor and teacher.  I began 
my duties on September 21st and will be available in the office or to visit parishioners from Thursday 
afternoon until Sunday afternoon. I will be on-call for pastoral care the remaining days of the week.   My cell 
phone number is 843-817-0786 and you may contact me at seahawknsc@aol.com.  I have already discovered 
that St. James the Fisherman is a vibrant community.  Thanks to you all for this opportunity to live among 
you! 
 

Blessings to you all!  
 Father Frank+ 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 I wanted to thank you all from the depths of my heart for all the prayers 
and support you have given Leah and my family.  Leah is recovering very 
well from her surgery and started chemo on Sept. 7th.  She will have a long 
haul with the chemo sessions. Even though she is now cancer free her 
oncologist is treating her diagnosis very aggressively. She will probably 
have about six months of chemo.  Leah’s spirits have stayed amazingly 
good.  I have seen her even comforting her supportive group of friends that 
continue to surround her.  I went with her to all her different doctors’ 
appointments, and she often had her doctors laughing.   
 Leah told me more than once that she felt uplifted and supported 
whenever she was in pain or anxious.  She truly believes it was the prayers 
of the many that raised her up to God, and his healing grace that fortified 
her.  My personal prayer is that she continues in this positive direction, even 
though she has a difficult next few months ahead of her. 
 I am happy to be home again and with you all at St. James.  My first 

weekend back, I served with Father George Werner for all three services, which to my pleasure were all well 
attended. The Saturday evening congregational supper was overflowing with people, and we all shared a 
delicious meal and social time together.  St. James, you are on a great path, and have pulled together to take 
this journey of review and transformation for your church with constant prayer, hope and faith. You are 
continuing to worship as the body of Christ, and to serve each other and those in need.  (No sitting on your 
hands with this group of the faithful!)  I am so blessed to be a Deacon at St. James with such a loving and 
progressive congregation.  I am excited to see where our new journey with God will take us. 

Blessings, 
Deacon Jean Miller 

A Voice from the Deacon’s Bench 

Parish Ministry  
Commitment Opportunities 

 Our faith community here at St. James the Fisherman serves 
the Lord through our many and manifold gifts from our 
Worship service support to our Outreach. All of this requires the 
individual efforts of us all. On Commitment Sunday (October 1st) 
we once again call on all parish members to commit our time, 
talents, and treasures to the mission and ministries of our parish. 
On that day we ask not only that you return your pledge card; 
but also that you commit yourself to one or more of the many 
worship and outreach ministries of the parish. On this day we 
will have a number of the parish’s ministries exhibited on tables 
throughout our Gathering Area and Nave. These organizational 
displays will offer explanations of the programs; and allow you 

to sign up for those you might choose. Displays will be set up for Acolytes, Greeters, Altar Guild, Choir, 
DOK, ECW, Lay-readers, Nursery Attendants, Ushers, Neighbor To Neighbor, Lay Eucharistic Visitors, 
2nd Helpings, and the Lobster Sale. So take this opportunity to commit your treasure, talent and time to 
the work of your parish.  

Your Fellow Steward in Christ – Father Frank+ 
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Reflection from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry: 
It may be that we cannot solve everything, and we cannot do 

everything. But we can do something, no matter what. 
Whether it is the pain of the events of August 12 in Charlottesville, or Hurricane 
Harvey, or Hurricane Irma, or wildfires in the West, or an earthquake in Mexico, 
there’s been a lot of pain, a lot of suffering and hardship. In times like these, it’s 
easy to grow weary. It’s easy to be tired.  And it’s easy to be downcast, and to give 
up. What can I do?  
There’s a passage in the Book of Hebrews, in the Tenth Chapter, which says this: 
Recall those earlier days when, after you had been enlightened, you endured a hard 
struggle with sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to abuse and sometimes 
persecution, and sometimes just being partners with those who were so treated. 
For you had compassion . . . so do not abandon your confidence; it brings great 
reward. For you need endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you 
may receive what was promised. 
It may be that we cannot solve everything, and we cannot do everything. But we 

can do something, no matter what. We can pray. We can give. If possible, we can sign up and go to work. We can 
pray for those who have been affected by Hurricane Harvey and Irma. The areas that have been affected as we 
pray include the Dioceses of Texas and West Texas, Western Louisiana and parts of Louisiana. We can pray for all 
of those who have been affected by Hurricane Irma. Episcopal dioceses that have been affected include the Virgin 
Islands, the Dominican Republic and Haiti, Southeast Florida and Southwest Florida and Central Florida and Florida 
and parts of Georgia and Central Gulf Coast. We can pray for all of the peoples in these areas. We can pray. 
And we can give. We can give to the Hurricane Fund of Episcopal Relief & Development, for our donations actually 
help, they help in strategic ways. They really make a difference. If possible, we can sign up. We can sign up to 
volunteer through Episcopal Relief & Development, again, all on their web site, we can sign up, and when there are 
volunteer opportunities, we can know about those and possibly participate. 
We can’t do everything, but we can do something. We can pray. We can give. We can go to work. The one thing 
we cannot do, is to quit. The truth is, we don’t do it alone. Jesus in the Great Commission, said after calling His 
disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, He ended that Commission by saying, “And remember, I am with 
you always.”  
In the Presiding Bishop’s Office, there is a crucifix that has Jesus sacrificing His life for the cause of love on the 
cross. It’s a different kind of crucifix. On this one, the artist has sculpted Jesus on the cross, dying as an act of 
love, but even more than that, holding someone, someone deeply in need, that this Jesus who sacrifices and gives 
His life, gives His life for us, and for all who are in need. That’s the Lord we follow who has been raised from the 
dead. And we are not alone.  
God love you. God bless you. And may God hold us all in the hollow of those Almighty hands.  Amen. 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church 

Annual Meeting 
 Our Annual Parish Meeting will take 
place Sunday, December 3rd, following a 
10:00 a.m. Eucharist worship; and in order 
to gather the entire parish family we will 
only celebrate this one service that 
weekend. As part of the Service/Meeting 
we will: elect new 3-year term vestry 
members; review our 2018 Spending Plan; 
select Diocesan Convention Delegates; and 
hear several reports concerning the state of 
the parish. 

Altar Flowers 
Each week the flowers on the altar add a beautiful 
touch to our Worship Services. These flowers are 
provided solely through donations to our Flower 
Fund by those dedicating them in honor, memory or 
thanksgiving of someone.  Unfortunately we have a 
large number of weekends where either one or 
both of the altar vases have not been donated, 
which is depleting our backup Flower funds. The 
cost is $35 per vase and the signup chart is located in 
Bliss Hall. 
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Mary and  
Martha Chapter 

        The Rule of Service 
 In the September issue of the Fisherman, Anne Neely wrote: “When a 
woman takes a vow to become a Daughter of the King, she adopts a Rule of 
Life, which includes Prayer, Service, and Evangelism.  This is a lifetime vow, 
and is practiced daily.” 
 A prospective daughter learns, in the training and discernment process, that 
the rule of service is the application of one’s baptismal vow to be Christ’s 
faithful servant in the extension of His kingdom.  We may offer our presence, 
our resources, and our prayers, our ability to listen, our compassion, or our 
time.  Any word or act, said or done, with the sincere purpose of bringing a soul 
nearer to Christ, is an earnest effort, and this makes the rule simple and 
practical.  The rule means the dedication of a woman’s common sense, 
sympathy, and influence to spread Christ’s kingdom. 
 The chapter of Mary and Martha has, at last count, fifteen different service 
projects, ranging from Meals of Love to the Hospice home in Supply, support 
for the Migrant Farmworkers’ Ministry, Fisher House at Ft. Bragg, Angel Camp, among others, Shut-In and 
Hospital Visitation, to Coups for Troops, a coupon-sharing ministry for military service personnel abroad.  
There are many others.  But we also understand, in addition, the importance of service and outreach both in 
the parish at large, and in the outside community, and we are committed to involvement there, as well.  In 
all areas of life, we vow to spread the good news in example, as well as word. 

For His Sake, 
Lisa Jennings  

Foyer Group Sign Ups 
 It is time for Foyers sign up.  Come and get to know other members of your St. 
James family.  No skill or talent is needed, just a willingness to be part of small social 
groups with 8-10 members who meet once a month for dinner and any other planned 
social activity such as bowling, movies, plays or whatever the group would like to 
plan.   
 The first group meeting will be in October and we meet through May. 
 There will be an organizational luncheon on Sunday October 15, time and place 
to be announced.  At that luncheon everyone will get his or her group assignments. 
 The sign up sheets for Foyers and the luncheon will be in the gathering area until 
October 8th.  All are welcomed and encouraged to sign up for this very special “social 
only” group.   
 Any Questions please call Ruth Fernandez at (910) 579-1904 or e-mail  
rtfbeach@atmc.net. 

Thank you, 
Ruth Fernandez 
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Neighbor to Neighbor 
Outreach Ministry 

 The N2N Outreach Ministry’s Coat Closet will be 
opening on Sat. Oct. 24th, 2017.  We will be once again 
helping those who need warm winter coats for the 

winter season.  Our racks of coats are full but we still need children’s, small men’s and 1x and above coats. 
These items go fast and we like to have many in our storage bins to restock. Please ask your neighbors and 
family if they have some outgrown yet good warm coats to contribute.  The volunteer list sign up will be at 
the N2N table on Commitment Sunday, Oct 1st.   I will need to ask some of our regular N2N volunteers for 
help with fall room clean up, processing new bags of coats and reorganizing the racks before we open our 
door. The Orthopedic Equipment Program is going strong and is a continual source of helping those who 
need some support during illness.  Right now we need walkers with seats and walking canes. 
 I look forward to being with all the volunteers and spending many hours of faith/service with 
everyone.   

Blessings, 
Deacon Jean 

 You will soon find blue envelopes in your mail slots.  If you are 
wondering what these are, they are to hold your United Thank 
Offerings (UTO).  There will also be blue “mite boxes” available in 
the lobby of the church. This year, we will be observing the fall 
UTO In-Gathering the first weekend of November, November 4th 
and 5th.  This ministry is sponsored by the Episcopal Church 
Women of St. James the Fisherman Church, and is part of the UTO 
ministry of the Episcopal Church at large. 
 The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of the Episcopal 
Church.  Through the UTO, men, women, and children nurture the 

habit of giving daily thanks to God.  These prayers of thanksgiving start when we recognize and name our 
many daily blessings.  Those who participate in the United Thank Offering have discovered that thankfulness 
leads to generosity. 
 A short prayer of thanksgiving leads to an offering in the UTO box.  All offerings are used to support 
grants for ministries at home and overseas as an outreach of the Episcopal Church.  Prayers and offerings 
make it possible for the UTO mission to stretch in unexpected ways. 
 The first official United Thank Offering was held in 1889.  The money was used to send a female 
missionary to Japan and to build a church n Alaska.  In 1950, the money was used to purchase an airplane for 
the Bishop of Alaska to visit his parishes.  Interestingly, the plane was named “The Little Blue Box.” 
 The term “mite box” refers to the widow who cast two mites into the Temple treasury (Mark 12:12):  “a 
small contribution that is willingly given and is all one can afford,” (Webster’s Dictionary).  The idea of using 
“mite boxes” began in 1891 when the first Blue Boxes were patented.  Each box had a prayer, a Bible passage, 
and a seal with directions for use.  UTO has been in the forefront in funding new work, which was eventually 
embraced by the whole church.  From its inception, UTO has striven to “expand the mission and ministry of 
the church and to address compelling human need.  
 Stop and think about the many blessings God has bestowed on you and your families.  Your donation to 
UTO can help provide blessings to people less fortunate than you, all over the world.  Please put your money 
in your “mite box” or in the special envelope that you will receive in your bulletin.  Join us in saying prayers 
for those in need when you do. 

 Thank you, from the ECW 

Welcome! Celebrating 
Newcomers in the  

Parish Family 
 

 Over the past few months we have 
continued to witness new people in our 
midst. So, on October 7th/8th we will, once 
again, conduct our Service of Reception. It 
is always a joy to take this purposeful time 
to welcome new people who have made a 
decision to make St. James the Fisherman 
their community of faith and parish family. 
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 Bridge Buddies will be playing bridge on Friday October 6th 
and 27th at 1 PM in the gathering area at church. Normally we 
would play on the 20th, but the date is changed due to the 
church fundraiser lobster/yard/bake sale. 
 If you have questions please call me at 910-842-1865. 

Barbara Bartell 

1

ECW: We’re Off and Running! 
 The first ECW meeting for 2017--18 was held in Bliss Hall on 9/13.  After 
refreshments and social time, the business part of the meeting was started at 9:30. 
The Treasurer's Report, Corresponding Secretary's Report, and Sunshine Report were 
all given.  Summer activities were reviewed.  Our Vestry Liaison gave us info regarding 
our Interim Priest, Fr. Frank Russ.  
 The upcoming Lobster, Yard, Bake and Craft Sales were discussed.  Yard Sale items 
will be accepted in the library starting 9/26-10/18.  No clothes, please.  Sign up sheets 
for all kinds of helpers are in the Gathering Area. Hopefully everyone can find a spot to 
participate. 

Diocesan Convention Delegates 
   Our annual Diocesan Convention will be held Thursday evening thru Saturday noon  
(February 8th - 10th) in New Bern, NC. Our parish is authorized three (3) lay delegates. 
Being a delegate is a great way to learn more about the workings of our diocese and the 
Episcopal Church. We are looking for members of the parish desiring to share in this 
unique experience. Please consider being a delegate; and, if so moved, please contact 
me.  

Peace – Father Frank+ 
 

2

Craft workshops will be held 9/20 and 10/4 at 1:00 p.m. in Bliss Hall.  Bring your scissors! 
Rada knife sales are ongoing, and there is a catalog on the bulletin board in the Gathering Area. See Marsha 
Clark for orders. 
 The weekend of 11/4-5 will be our annual UTO Ingathering, as well as the annual CROP Walk.  Watch for 
more info soon. 
 The October meeting for the ECW should be an interesting and fulfilling time: after a brief meeting at 9 
a.m., we will carpool to Church of the Servant in Wilmington to learn about and experience their labyrinth.  
Afterwards, those who need to return home will have rides, as will those who want to stay for lunch.  Sign up 
sheet is in the Gathering Area.  ALL women of St. James are welcome. 
 After a brief break, we had a delightful and informative program by our own Deacon Jean.  What a special 
treat!!  She told us the story of her journey of becoming an Episcopal Deacon.  It was truly a fascinating tale. 
 Thanks to Edith Edwards for the refreshments, to Deacon Jean for her sharing, and to all the women who 
were in attendance.  Hope to see even more of you in October! 

Susan Dickerson 
 President, 2017-18 
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Blessing of the Animals 
We will celebrate our annual blessing of the animals on 
Wednesday, October 4th, 10AM (in honor of St. Francis of 
Assisi’s Feast Day) at the outdoor altar area. Bring your 4-
legged, 2-legged, slithery, aviary, fish-bowled, or other pets, for 
the Lord God loves them all; and come rain or shine we’ll bless 
them all the same. For everyone’s safety, we do ask that all pets 
be restrained. Please join us as we bless these marvelous 
creatures of God. 

Your Fellow Steward in Christ, 
Father Frank+ 

Altar Flowers 
Each week the flowers on the altar add a beautiful touch to our Worship 
Services. Those dedicating them in honor, memory or thanksgiving of 
someone provide these flowers solely through donations to our Flower 
Fund.  Unfortunately we have a large number of weekends where 
either one or both of the altar vases have not been donated, which is 
depleting our backup Flower funds. The cost is $35 per vase and the 
signup chart is located in Bliss Hall. 
 

 Writing this note for the Newsletter has been preceded by reflecting on the time since August 1st, when 
there were lots of questions and few answers.  Now that the fall season is upon us and a new church season 
begins, the answers are much clearer, as the following observations show: 

• St. James the Fisherman is an alive and healthy church that runs along on its own power very nicely. 
The wheels didn’t fall off, and folks pitched in when needed to keep the church functioning as it has for 
the past many years without hardly skipping a beat. 

• On September 9th, the evening service was a special one in which our own Rev. George Werner and 
Deacon Jeanne teamed up to conduct the worship service (and again on Sunday).  This was followed 
by a well-organized and well-attended Parish dinner with good food, wine, prizes and the usual 
fellowship that goes with our social events. Thanks to Dawn Kellerman. 

• By the end of August, the Vestry agreed to hire Rev. Frank Russ as our Interim Rector and Priest. Those 
of us who have been fortunate enough to meet him know that he an experienced Priest, counselor, 
teacher, and chaplain. He is looking forward to joining us in the worship and daily life of St. James the 
Fisherman. 

• The Vestry instituted the Vestry Person of the Week program, in which each member of the Vestry acts 
as the Rector of the church. This entailed following a set of tasks laid out by Dave Davis, including 
many that he alone undertook during his years as Rector. The program has been successful, as well as a 
learning exercise, for several of us. Most notably, most of us learned to make coffee on Sunday 
mornings. 

• At the September 12 meeting, the Vestry authorized a Search Committee to seek and hire a new Rector 
and Priest to join our parish.  The members of the committee are Luvette Hickey, Bonnie Dolph, Earl 
Miller, Dan Bartell, Kris Crane, and from the Vestry, Anne Neely and Sam Farag. This team is 
experienced and well suited to the task of representing the parish in its endeavor. 

• One of the pet peeves many of us have had is trying to open the doors of the church, using our key or 
the one in the lock box.  It took a lot of jiggling, sometimes to no avail, to get through the door. Thanks 
to the diligent efforts of Sam Farag, the lock and a new set of keys has been purchased and installed, 
not just at the front door, but also throughout the church.  

• As of this printing, the fall outdoor cleanup will have been completed. It’s a task that for a while had 
been hired out to a landscape crew. Bringing it back as an internal project reflects the can-do spirit that 
Fr. Dave brought and urged us to adopt, when possible, in our approach to maintenance and care of 
our building and grounds.  Jr. Warden Bill Grothe embodies that spirit. 

 These are but a few examples of the way in which we Fisher folk have kept the lights on and the spirit and 
love of God alive as we work toward the future with confidence in our Faith in Jesus Christ. 

Go in Peace,  
Cai Raber, Sr. Warden 
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Altar Flowers 
Each week the flowers on 
the altar add a beautiful 
touch to our Worship 
Services. These flowers 
are provided solely 
through donations to our 
Flower Fund by those 
dedicating them in 
honor, memory or 
thanksgiving of someone.  
The cost is $35 per vase 
and the signup chart is 
located in Bliss Hall. 

Volunteers Needed 
Union Elementary  
School is in need of 4th 
and 5th grade volunteers 
for reading and math 
studies. If you are 
interested in helping the 
reading groups or math 
studies please speak with 
Deacon Jean and she will 
get you in contact with 
the coordinator. 
Deacon Jean/ CIS Liaison 

Parish Lobster Sale and ECW Sales 
 Our Annual Parish Lobster and ECW Sales are scheduled for Saturday, October 21st; and those 
delicious Maine lobsters will again be for sale. Order forms have been emailed to all parishioners and extras 
are on the Lobster Sale Volunteer sign up table in the gathering area. 

 
 
 
LOBSTERS 
Our Lobster sale coordinator (Bill Chase) will need help in set-up, cooking and 
clean up for this event; and will be placing out sign-up sheets for volunteers.  
 
 
 
BAKE SALE 
 Calling all chefs and bakers to make plans for baked goods to be sold on the day 
of our yard sale. We have good luck selling cookies, pies, breads, muffins, and 
brownies.  Cakes are harder to sell. 
 Please wrap with plastic or put cookies in sandwich size bags and deliver to 

church on Friday, Oct. 20 any time from 11 am on.  We will do the pricing.  Thanks for your willingness to 
chip in. 
 (Get it?  Chocolate CHIP in!) 
 Contact Susan Sprouse 842 5872 or Jeanne Mavis 842 2225 for questions you may have. 
 

 
CRAFT SALE 
 The ECW will have a craft table at the Lobster/Yard/Bake Sale on October 
21st this year with a new twist. We’ve received some great crafts already and 
would love to have more. If you have crafts you wish to donate, please call 
Dawn at 910-200-4639. We will have baskets with different themes for raffle and 
are privileged to have 2 quilts and a wooden turtle hand made by people of our 
parish for the raffle. Also, On Oct. 4th at 1pm we will have a crafting day at the 
church to make crafts for our sale. Please join us!  Thanks, Dawn & Tommie 

 
 
 
YARD SALE 
 Start collecting items you might like to donate for the Yard Sale, and we’ll start 
taking them in the church library on September 26th through Noon on October 18th 

(No Mondays please). 

 The SBIC will have a booth at Sunset at Sunset on Saturday, 
October 7th, from 10-5.  Baked goods are needed.  If you could 
provide a baked goodie (pie, cake, breads, etc.), please contact 
Patty Brisson at PattyB57@ gmail.com or at 704-502-4235.  All 
proceeds benefit the SBIC Food Pantry.  Thank you. 

Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe,  
your St. James Representative on the SBIC 
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Vestry Notes 
 By the time this Newsletter is published, Rev. Frank Russ will have begun his 
service as Interim Rector at our church.  The Vestry has been working with the Diocese, 
and Canon Matthew Stockard in particular, in bringing Father Frank on board, and 
looks forward to his leadership and participation in our Parish life.  Thanks to all who 
participated in this effort. 
 The Vestry meeting of September 12 was in one respect remarkable.  It was focused 
on the issue of fulfilling the obligation that the Vestry appoint a Search Committee 
whose obligation is to seek and hire a new Priest and Rector for the church.  Normal 
agenda items were dispatched first, such as approval of minutes and financial reports, 
and review of Old Business items, including the good news that new keys to the church 
doors work very well. 
 Then the Vestry undertook the single item of New Business, the Appointment of a 
Search Committee.  A little background on this subject: the parish has been aware that 
this topic would come up, and several members expressed an interest in participating in 
the committee. This began in late July, and a list was dutifully kept by the Senior 
Warden.  What was missing was a process or road map of how to proceed.  It was clear 
that a degree of anxiety began to build as to when and how this important Vestry duty 
would begin. 
 The issue was resolved by Canon Matthew Stockard, whose role in the Diocese of 
Eastern North Carolina is to coach Vestries in conducting the business of Discernment.  
His visit to the Vestry in late August was most welcome, in that it defined in detail the 
process we were to follow and the role of the Diocese would play. It is the duty of the 
Vestry to appoint the Search Committee.  
 It was first decided to appoint seven members, five from the parish and two from 
the Vestry. Each member participated in proposing candidates, with consideration 
given to the volunteers list.  A vote was then taken which resulted in the following 
appointments: Luvette Hickey, Bonnie Dolph, Earl Miller, Dan Bartell, Kris Crane, and 
from the Vestry, Anne Neely and Sam Farag. The meeting was then adjourned. 
 One final note on Vestry activity: one of Fr. Dave’s contributions before retiring was 
to leave a document defining in detail the member of the week.  Recognizing that in the 
absence of a Rector, the Vestry becomes and assumes all the duties of the Rector. The 
Vestry has dutifully fulfilled this role, and will continue to do so until an interim Rector 
is in place. 
 A final note of thanks to Jackie Wright for her steadfast and excellent service as 
secretary of the Vestry. 

Just a brief reminder that the Endowment Committee would 
appreciate your 2018 pledge cards returned to the church, or to 
the church treasurer, Jack McElroy, by Oct. 1st., Commitment 
Sunday. 
Recalling the importance of this pledge: “Honoring God With A 
Portion of Your Gifts” to operate the Parish Budget, for Outreach 
Programs, and for the Maintenance Contingency Fund.  Please 
help “Continue the Legacy!” 

Your Fellow Servants in Christ, 
The Endowment Committee  
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Bill Grothe, the St. James Representative, 
attended the South Brunswick Interchurch Council 
(SBIC) monthly meeting held on Monday, September 4, 
2017, at Shallotte Presbyterian Church at 8:45 a.m. 

Tom Horan, SBIC President, opened the meeting 
with reports on upcoming events: 
1. Sunset @ Sunset (October 7, 2017) 
- Patty Brisson, Coordinator, reported that the 
entry fee has been paid.   
- She distributed a signup sheet for donating 
baked goods and volunteering at the SBIC booth (2 
hours). If you would like to donate a baked item, please 
call Patty at 704-502-4235. 
2. CROP Hunger Walk/Praise in the Park 
(November 5, 2017, from 1:00-5:00 p.m.) 
- Eric Wagner, Coordinator, reported that there 
have been two planning meetings. 
- He has paid the $100 entry fee to use Mulberry 
Park.  Mayor Eccard will put something on the city 
website. 
- The Knights of Columbus will provide 6 
volunteers to help with safety and parking. 
- There will be a Recruiters’ Meeting on 
September 15 at Shallotte Presbyterian Church from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  A soup and bread lunch will be 
served. 
- Eric needs help finding sponsors.  Sponsor 
letters have been sent to all the churches in the SBIC. 
- The Praise in the Park event will start after the 
Walk.  There will be free food and music.  Cedar Grove 
Gospel and Beach Assembly have both agreed to 
perform part of the music.   
- Help is also needed on the day of the event to 
hand out t-shirts, set up tables, and give out food.  Call 
Eric if you can help at 540-845-8139. 
3. Thanksgiving Day Meals on Wheels 
(November 23, 2017) 
- Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe has volunteered to 
coordinate this event. 
4. Run For Food (January 13, 2018) 
- Mary Pritchard reported that:  
- 58 sponsor letters have been sent out.  
- 25 people have signed up. 
- Will have a 10k, 5k, and a half marathon this 
year. 
- Medals will be given out to all finishers. 
- There will be a 4-tier pricing option with 
earliest participants getting a cheaper price. 
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- Since 2/3 of the participants are women, 
this year we will have shirts geared to women and 
well as men. 
- A chicken bogg is planned instead of pizza. 
- Volunteers are needed for various tasks, 
including publicity. 
- If you would like to help, please call Mary 
at 910-579-4684. 
5. Sing into Spring (April 15, 2018) 
- Gloria Wimmer is the Coordinator. 

Tom Freeman’s wife’s organization makes 
quilts that can be raffled off to make money for 
non-profits.  They have presented the SBIC with a 
very large lap quilt.  It is our hope to display the 
quilt at the Sunset at Sunset event and then have 
the quilt make the rounds to our SBIC churches.  
Tom will make up the tickets.  The drawing is 
planned for the first Monday in February at our 
SBIC monthly meeting.  Proceeds will go to the 
SBIC Food Pantry. 

Mary Pritchard reported that the SBIC 
Food Pantry has served 2,216 children, 3,980 adults, 
and 2,654 seniors for a total of 8,850 January 
through August 2017.   

Gloria Wimmer suggested that we look into 
identifying what needs seniors have and invite Jim 
Fish of BCSR to our meeting.  

Mitch Hewett, Technology Coordinator, is 
looking into the two Facebook pages listed under 
our logo and also in cleaning up who has access 
since some of the entries are not members of the 
SBIC.  He is also working on the Run For Food e-
mails that have to go out in small groups.  Mitch is 
also setting up a page on our website for the CROP 
Hunger Walk. 

Gloria Wimmer, Membership Coordinator, 
says we need more volunteers and more members.  
Mary Pritchard and Tom Horan will address St. 
Brendan’s at a September meeting, and Gloria will 
follow-up with Shallotte Presbyterian. 

The SBIC is going to receive a $3,000 grant 
from the Federal Government (FEMA) for 
emergency food.  We also anticipate receiving a 
grant from Food Lion between November and 
January. 

The Seaside UMC will have its Country 
Fair September 15-16.  All proceeds go to missions. 

The next SBIC General Meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, October 2, 2017, at Shallotte 
Presbyterian Church at 8:45 a.m.  Anyone is 
welcome to attend the monthly SBIC Meetings.   

If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Ruth Ann or Bill Grothe, your St. 
James Representatives, at 910-575-1247 or at 
no1nanie@atmc.net.  Until next month… 
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 On November 5, 2017, the South Brunswick Interchurch Council (SBIC) will partner 
with the Greater Shallotte Ministerial Association to hold a Praise in the Park event in 
Mulberry Park in Shallotte.  This will include the 26th Annual CROP Hunger Walk, 
information sharing by participating churches, music, and free food for all participants.  
Each church is asked to provide a volunteer who will bring church information 
including pamphlets, mission activities, upcoming events, etc., that can be shared with 
other churches and the public.  The event also needs volunteers to help with set up and 
take down after the event. 

 The CROP Hunger Walk will hold registration at 1:30 p.m. in Mulberry Park and the Walk will begin 
around 2:15 p.m.  Walkers will cross over Main Street and proceed up Village Avenue to the Calvary 
Baptist Church and return to the park.  A water stop will be set up at Calvary Baptist Church.  Following 
the Walk, Praise in the Park activities will commence and should end around 5:00 p.m.   
 As in the past, the CROP Hunger Walk is a fundraiser for Church World Service (CWS) in concert with 
the SBIC.  Last year, CWS was gracious enough to return extra funds to SBIC that were used for hurricane 
Matthew relief efforts.  In 2016, the Walk generated $11,861, with $5,936 being returned to the SBIC.  Since 
1991, the Walk has raised $204,795, with $51,201 going to the SBIC to help those in need in South 
Brunswick County.  Our goal this year is to have 220 walkers and raise $15,000.  Food donations are 
encouraged by each participating church, and walkers should bring a food item or a jar of peanut butter to 
the Walk. 
 Last year, St. James had 19 walkers and raised $1,980.  Our goal this year is 25 walkers and $2,500.  So 
dust off those walking shoes and join in the fun on November 5th.  If you cannot walk, please support a 
walker.  All necessary information will be in the Gathering Area.  The St. James recruiters are Vera Redin 
and Ruth Ann Campbell-Grothe.  If you have any questions about the Walk, or can help with any of the 
items mentioned above, please contact one of them. 

October Dates To Remember 
• 10/1   Commitment Sunday 
• 10/4   Blessing of the Animals 
• 10/9   Columbus Day – Office Closed (Federal Holiday) 
• 10/20   Parish Presale (for yard sale items) 
• 10/21   Lobster/Yard/Bake/Craft Sales, NO 5:30pm service 
• 10/24   Neighbor to Neighbor Coat Closet Opens 
• 11/4-5   UTO Ingathering 
• 11/5   CROP Walk 

 

Parish Kick-Off Dinner 
 

Many thanks to all those who made our dinner such a great 
evening; and special thanks to all those who joined in supporting 
the setup, kitchen/serving, dishwashing, and cleanup efforts; 
making this evening of fellowship possible.  
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  St. James  
The Fisherman 

Episcopal church 

P. O. Box 68 
Shallotte, NC  28459 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.        Ephesians 5:2 

St. James the Fisherman Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 68, 4941 Main Street 

Shallotte, NC  28459 
910-754-9313 

stjames@stjamesthefisherman.net 
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving – Bishop 

Rev. Frank Russ, Interim Rector 
The Rev. Jean Miller, Deacon 

Rev. Dr. Richard Warner, Jr., Rector Emeritus 
Paul Bertelsen, Verger 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday: 
Holy Eucharist: 8:00 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist:     10:00 a.m. 
Saturday: 
Holy Eucharist: 5:30 p.m. 
 

Vestry 
Cai Raber Senior Warden 
Bill Grothe Junior Warden 
Jack McElroy Treasurer 
Jackie Wright Clerk of the Vestry 
Pat Neff Don Irvin 
Sam Farag Wayne Campbell 
Dawn Kellerman Joyce Winnie 
Anne Neely 
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WORSHIP – Vestry Liaison – J. Winnie  
Coordinators –  
 Acolytes – P. Bertelsen 
 Altar Guild – Individual Team Leaders 
 Daughters of the King – L. Hickey 
 Eucharistic Ministers – D. Kirk 
 Eucharistic Visitors – Deacon J. Miller  
 Music – M. Smicklas  
 Newcomers/Greeters – B. Herren 
 Nursery – V. Redin  
 Ushers – B. Chase 
 
PROGRAMS – Vestry Liaison – D. Kellerman 
 Christian Education –  

Directory of Ministries 
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 ECW – S. Dickerson 
 Coffee Hour – Weekly Hosts 
 Foyer Groups: B. Bartell, L. Hickey 
 Quarterly Parish Dinners – B. & G. Freeman 
 Special Projects – P. Bertelsen  
 Holy Stitchers – L. Hickey 
 Bridge Group – B. Bartell   
 
OUTREACH – Vestry Liaison – Anne Neely 
 Angel Tree – Volunteer Needed 
 BFA Food Pantry – Volunteer Needed 
 Community In Schools – Deacon J. Miller  
 ERD – Volunteer Needed 
 Inter-church Council – B. & R. Grothe 
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 Lobster Sale – B. Chase 
 Neighbor to Neighbor – Deacon J. Miller  
 Second Helpings- J. Bryant 
 UTO/CPC – ECW Coordinators 
 

ADMINISTRATION – Vestry Liaisons –  
D. Irvin & P. Neff  
Endowments – Chair: E. Miller 
   Liaison: D. Irvin 
   Stewardship – P. Neff 
 

BUILDING & GROUNDS – 
S. Farag – Interior, W. Campbell - Exterior 
 
Fisherman Newsletter  - L. Jennings 
 

 


