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Episcopalians join immigration protest at Hall of Justice
Episcopalians joined about 200 immigration activists in front of the Los Angeles County Hall of Justice on 
Aug. 3, bearing signs, beating drums and chanting “Escucha, estamos en la lucha” (“Listen, we are in the 
struggle”). They also chipped away at a melting ice sculpture, shaped in the letters I-C-E, acronym for the 
federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency. The activists called for the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department to cease cooperating with ICE, and requested that ICE release several people 
threatened with deportation, including the Rev. Noe Carias, leader of the Southern Pacific District of the 
Assemblies of God Church, and Romulo Avelica-Gonzalez, 49, who was arrested in February after 
dropping off one of his daughters at her Lincoln Heights school. (The Board of Immigration Appeals stayed 
Gonzalez’s deportation on Aug. 9.) Pictured above are Episcopal priests, from left, Pat O’Reilly, Frank 
Alton, Mike Kinman, Tom Carey, Richard Estrada and, at back right with microphone, Francisco Garcia. 
More information will be published in the upcoming Late Summer 2017 issue of The Episcopal News.
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The Community of Divine Love, an Epis-
copal monastery in San Gabriel, will 
host “The Way of Radical Compas-

sion,” a 12-week certificate program in en-
gaged compassion, on Wednesday evenings, 
7 – 9 p.m., beginning Sept. 20 and concluding 
on Dec. 13 (no session Thanksgiving week). 

The program will be presented by The Cen-
ter for Engaged Companion, which writes,  
“The Way of Radical Compassion is a practi-
cal spiritual formation program for persons 
who seek to deepen their skills and capaci-
ties for compassionate living. The program 
is ideal for ministers, organizational leaders, 
social justice activists, teachers, parents, and 
anyone who seeks practical training in com-
passionate living. Grounded in the life and 

teachings of Jesus, this program transforms 
the desire to love God, self, and others into 
practical actions that heal oneself, individu-
als, families, organizations, and the larger 
world.” 

Led by Frank Rogers, professor of Spiritual 
Formation at Claremont School of Theol-
ogy and CEC facilitators, the program offers 
weekly group spiritual practices and pro-
cesses, readings, and teachings for personal 
and social transformation. Cost is $300 per 
person. The monastery is located at 619 
West Roses Road, San Gabriel 91775. More 
information and registration links are at bit.
ly/2wuQiex. Direct questions to Cate Wilson 
or Jenn Hooten at engagedcompassion@gmail.
com. A flyer is at bit.ly/2wJ6MPm. ?

12-week program at Community of Divine 
Love will study ‘engaged compassion’

The Rt. Rev. John Harvey Taylor, bishop 
coadjutor of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Los Angeles, on Aug. 1 accepted juris-

diction over matters related to church prop-
erty in Newport Beach and the congregation 
of St. James the Great — a responsibility he 
shares with the diocese’s Standing Committee 
— in response to a directive from Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry.

“The Presiding Bishop’s action enables the 
Rev. Rachel Anne Nyback, president of the 
Standing Committee, her fellow committee 
members, and me to move ahead prayerfully 
to promote truth, open dialogue, and recon-
ciliation in matters that have distracted our 
diocese for many months and to do so with-
out awaiting a final resolution of the charges 
against our Bishop, J. Jon Bruno,” said Tay-
lor in response to the presiding bishop’s ac-
tion. “We pledge to do all we can to use this 
opportunity to achieve a just outcome for the 
sake of our entire diocesan community.”

Curry issued a partial restriction of minis-
try that removes Bruno from any financial or 
pastoral jurisdiction over the Newport Beach 
property and the St. James congregation. 

According to a release from the Public Af-
fairs Office of the Episcopal Church, Curry’s 
action “is intended to protect the integrity 
of the church’s disciplinary process until it is 
concluded and also allow the Diocese of Los 
Angeles under its new leadership to move 
forward even as the disciplinary process with 
Bishop Bruno continues, as explained by the 
presiding bishop.”

“It is my hope that this action will help to 
facilitate positive steps toward resolution and 
reconciliation,” the Presiding Bishop said.

Bruno faced several charges brought by 
members of St. James the Great related to his 
attempted sale of the property. After formal 
proceedings, a hearing panel issued an order 
calling for Bruno to be suspended from min-
istry for three years. The order is final, unless 
and until Bruno files an appeal with the Court 
of Review for Bishops. ?

Bishop coadjutor 
accepts jurisdiction 
in Newport Beach 
property matter
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‘Lord, save me!”
Why? As Jesus was approaching 

the boat — walking on the water — 
Peter saw a figure coming towards the boat. 
Was it a ghost? What was it? He called out to 
the figure, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 
come to you on the water.” And Jesus said, 
“Come.” As Peter started walking on the wa-
ter towards Jesus, he felt the strength of the 
wind and became frightened and started to 
sink. 

Following Jesus is never an easy path. We 
are all invited to Come. Come follow me. 
When we have fear in following, we can lose 
our way or, in Peter’s case, start to sink. It is 
hard to do — fear is a powerful emotion, and 
we all have felt or feel it. A cancer diagno-
sis, the death of loved one, the loss of a job 
— there are hundreds of reasons every day 
which could cause us to be afraid. 

Yet this is not what Jesus wants for us. Fol-
lowing means knowing that while the road 
may be bumpy we will not trip on it if we set 
our hearts and minds to following the call of 
Christ. 

Reading the gospel today I was reminded 
of a song I love by John Michael Talbot, one 

I sing to myself when-
ever I’m feeling scared, 
lost or alone:

You shall cross the 
barren desert, but you 
shall not die of thirst.
You shall wander far in safety though you do 
not know the way.
You shall speak your words in foreign lands 
and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God and live. 
 
[Refrain]
Be not afraid.
I go before you always.
Come follow me, and 
I will give you rest.

Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall 
be theirs.
Blessed are you that weep and mourn, for 
one day you shall laugh.
And if wicked men insult and hate you all 
because of me,
blessed, blessed are you! [Refrain].

As you answer Jesus’ call to you, may you 
sure-footedly follow. ?

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S 

Follow Jesus, and be not afraid
By Diane Jardine Bruce, Bishop Suffragan

— FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 —
7 p.m. Recital: Claire Satchwell, violist 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: Linda Burrows, 805.688.7423

 — SATURDAY, AUGUST 19 —
5 – 8 p.m. Abundant Table ‘Feast in the Field’
The Abundant Table Farm
McGrath Family Farm
1012 West Ventura Boulevard, Camarillo
Information/tickets: bit.ly/2tXTkpi

— MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 —
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Labor Day Harvest & Festival
The Abundant Table Farm
McGrath Family Farms
1012 W. Ventura Blvd., Camarillo 93010
Information: bit.ly/2uq6oIV

— FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 —
7 p.m. Episcopal Night at Dodger Stadium
Dodger Stadium
1000 Vin Scully Avenue, Los Angeles 90012

— SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 —
3 – 5 p.m. ‘Ancient Vedic Living 
in the Modern World’
Presented by The Guibord Center
International Society for Krishna Consciousness
9701 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles 90034
Information: conta.cc/2wIWn6f

— FRIDAY – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 – 17 —
Province VII Altar Guild General Meeting
Wasatch Conference and Retreat Center
75 S 200 E, Salt Lake City, Utah 84111
Information/Registration: bit.ly/2uHLe4m

— SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 —
4 p.m. Concert: Requiem, by Rick England 
Grace Episcopal Church 
555 E. Mountain View Avenue, Glendora 
Information: 626.335.3171

For more events and program details, visit  
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar.

A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 

The Abundant Table invites all to its annu-
al “Feast in the Field” fundraiser on Sat-

urday, Aug. 19, 5 – 8 at its new farmland at 
the McGrath Family Farm, 1012 West Ven-
tura Boulevard, Camarillo 93010.  

At the event, The Abundant Table, a min-
istry of the Episcopal campus ministry at 
Cal State Channel Islands, will celebrate and 
support its ecological justice, environmental 
stewardship and farm education programs 

for youth and their families. 
This festive evening and Farm-to-Table 

feast will include a three-course meal pre-
pared by local chef Tim Kilcoyne of Scratch 
and locally crafted beer from Ventura Coast 
Brew Co., plus live music, tours of the farm, a 
silent auction, and a special tribute to outgo-
ing Director of Farm Education Erynn Smith. 

To purchase tickets online, ($75 for adults, 
$30 for children), visit  bit.ly/2tXTkpi. ?

Abundant Table invites all to ‘Feast in the Field’


