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SUBMISSIONS

We welcome submissions of original 
articles, photographs, and event 
flyers. Submissions must pertain in 
some way to The Episcopal Diocese 
of Arizona or one of its churches. 
It is advised to check with the 
editor prior to submitting, to ensure 
your materials fit thematically 
and that there is space. All 
submissions must be sent via 
e-mail to Nicole Krug, Editor, at 
nicole@azdiocese.org. Include your 
name, congregation, and phone 
number. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all material for length, 
clarity and accuracy. The magazine 
does not provide compensation 
for submissions.

DISTRIBUTION

All households of The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona should receive 
the AZ Episcopalian magazine. If 
you are not currently receiving it, or 
if you need to change your delivery 
address, please contact your church 
administrator. Each congregation 
manages their own subscriptions.

additional info about these events online at azdiocese.org

events around the diocese JUNE - AUGUST 2017

 JUNE

JUNE 1                                                                           

AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

JUNE 2                                                                                                                                       

First Fridays | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

JUNE 4                                                                           

AZ Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians Meeting | 

ST. MARY’S, PHOENIX

JUNE 4-10                                                                          

W.I.L.D. Camp | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

Youth Summer Camp (Session I) | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JUNE 10                                                                           

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

Diaconal Ordination | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

JUNE 11-17                                                                            

W.I.L.D. Camp | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

Youth Summer Camp (Session II) | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JUNE 18-24                                                                         

Children’s Summer Camp (Session I) | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

W.I.L.D. Camp | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JUNE 21                                                                           

Quarterly Speaker Series | CHURCH OF ST. MATTHEW, TUCSON

JUNE 24                                                                           

Communications & Social Media Workshop | CHRIST CHURCH OF THE 

ASCENSION, PARADISE VALLEY

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

JUNE 25                                                                          

Greatness Circle | ST. PETER’S, LITCHFIELD PARK

JUNE 25-28                                                                          

Ankle Biters Camp (ABC) | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JUNE 25 - JULY 1                                                                          

Children’s Summer Camp (Session II) | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

W.I.L.D. Camp | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JUNE 28 - JULY 1                                                                          

Mini Camp | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

  JULY

JULY 6-9                                                                              

Diocesan Family Camp | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JULY 8                                                                                

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

JULY 10-14                                                                            

Episcopal Youth Event (EYE17) | UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL OKLAHOMA, 

EDMOND, OK

JULY 21-23                                                                            

Deacon Formation: Care of Self & Others Retreat | 

CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JULY 22                                                                              

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

 AUGUST

AUGUST 3                                                                          

AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

AUGUST 4                                                                             

Standing Committee Meeting | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

AUGUST 5                                                                          

Council for Native American Ministry Meeting | ST. GEORGE’S, HOLBROOK

Ignatian Spirituality Day (Southern AZ) | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

AUGUST 11-12                                                                    

Native Ministries Retreat | FRANCISCAN RENEWAL CENTER, SCOTTSDALE

AUGUST 12                                                                             

Ignatian Spirituality Day (Central AZ) | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

AUGUST 17-19                                                                    

Catechumenate Training | SPIRIT IN THE DESERT RETREAT CENTER, CAREFREE

AUGUST 25                                                                          

Episcopal Night with the DBacks | CHASE FIELD, PHOENIX 

AUGUST 30                                                                        

New Ministry Orientation Day | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX
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Who did Jesus spend 
his time with (or 
for grammar pur-
ists, whom did Jesus 
spend his time with)? 
The answer the Bible 
provides is pretty 
clear: Jesus’ friends 

and followers were most often those 
at the margins of society--the poor, 
women, children, lepers, the blind, 
and the deaf, those considered “un-
clean” by the religious standards of 
his day. Even his closest followers 
were uneducated fishermen from the 
“sticks,” in the outback of Galilee. In 
some of his most memorable teach-
ings, Jesus made it clear that care 
for the poor was the principle entry 
requirement into the Kingdom of 
Heaven (cf. Matthew 25:31-46), or as 

a modern day slogan puts it: “No 
one gets into Heaven without a 
reference letter from the poor.”

It is no wonder that throughout the 
history of the church, care for those 
who are poor or forgotten has always 
been the “prime directive” for Chris-
tians. This care resulted in the cre-
ation of thousands of schools, hospi-
tals, and outreach programs through 
the centuries. One early Christian 
writer, Tertullian, remarked in the 
second century that people looked 
at the way that Christians feed the 
poor, cared for the sick, provided 
homes for orphans, were attentive 
to widows, prisoners and slaves, and 
remarked, “See how they love one 
another!”

Sadly, the church has often forgotten 
its mandate to be present, like Jesus 
was, in those places where there 
is the most need. A small fraction 

WHO DID JESUS HANG OUT WITH?
of our church budgets go toward 
outreach efforts, and an even smaller 
portion of our time. Our Christian 
concern for the poor often takes the 
form of a token check hastily writ-
ten, than it does with meaningful 
involvement and advocacy.

The theme for this year’s Conven-
tion is “Ministering on the Margins” 
and it will be a reminder to all of us 
to hang out with the same kind of 
people Jesus did. The marginalized 
people of our days are not always the 
same as they were in Jesus day, but 
they are just as likely to be forgotten 
by society and by the church. Our 
keynote speaker will be Rev. Becca 
Stevens, who began Thistle Farms as 
a way to bring the healing news of 
the Gospel to women who had been 
the victims of trafficking and abuse. 
She has been named by CNN as one 
of the leading humanitarians of our 
time. She is an Episcopal priest and 
a powerful preacher. She will have 
with her two of the women who can 
witness from their own lives to the 
power of Becca’s ministry.

In the afternoon breakout session, 
there will be a series of panels made 
up of people from our diocese and 
around the state who have experi-
ence with working with marginalized 
groups such as the working poor, 
the disabled, LGBTQ groups, and 
those struggling with chronic illness. 
As always, this will be a time to 
share best practices and to learn 
how other Arizona Episcopalians 
have made a difference in serving 
these communities.

I once heard a modern parable that 
sums up the theme of our Conven-
tion. It’s called, “When Jesus Had 
Lunch at Denny’s.”

Once upon a time, the local ministerial 
association gathered for lunch at Denny’s. 

BY THE RT REV KIRK S. SMITH
BISHOP OF ARIZONA

Bishop Smith’s E-pistle is sent out weekly to 
e-mail subscribers. Please contact Nicole Krug at 
nicole@azdiocese.org if you would like to receive it.

SIGN UP

Appointments
David Chavez is the new Lay Curate at 
Trinity Cathedral (Phoenix) and Lay 
Vicar at Santa Maria (Phoenix).

The Rev. Mary Piotrowski is now the 
Vicar at St. John’s (Williams).

The Rev. Gracye Rowe is now the Vicar 
at St. Thomas (Clarkdale).

The Rev. Sally Stevens-Taylor is now a 
Deacon at St. Andrew’s (Tucson).

The Rev. Philip Stowell is now the Vicar 
at St. Michael’s (Coolidge).

Departures
The Rev. Marc McDonald has accepted 
a call to serve as Rector at St. Andrew’s 
in Emporia, KS.

The Rev. Canon Richard Morrison is on 
sabbatical from his duties as Canon for 
Ecumenical and Community Relations 
for the Diocese of Arizona.

The Rev. Julie Williams has completed 
her time as Rector of St. Thomas 
(Clarkdale) and is exploring new 
opportunities.

Obituaries
The Rev. Ruth Brown died on Sunday, 
April 16. She served as a deacon at 
Church of St. Matthew (Tucson) and at 
St. Alban’s (Tucson).

Retirements
The Rev. Carol Hosler as Vicar of St. 
Michael’s (Coolidge).

The Rev. Ron Poston as Rector at 
Church of the Epiphany (Tempe).

The Rev. John Skaug as Deacon at 
Church of the Apostles (Oro Valley).

az clergy news
They liked to get together on a regular ba-
sis to discuss their salaries, the problems 
they were having with their parishioners, 
and the plans they had for their own 
retirement. As they entered the front door 
of the restaurant, they were shocked to 
see Jesus sitting with a group of odd look-
ing individuals at one of the large tables 
by the window. It took them a moment 
to recognize Jesus, because although the 
long hair and beard were there, he was 
dressed in jeans and sweatshirt. His 
companions, however, were easy to iden-
tify. There was a wild looking woman, 
obviously a streetwalker, a sanitation 
worker still in his stained city overalls, a 
couple of migrant farm workers, a drag 
queen, and a young man in a wheelchair 
with cerebral palsy. They were all eat-
ing and engaged in a lively discussion. 
When Jesus spotted the entering clerics, 
he greeted them with a smile, “Come join 
us my friends, we can pull up some more 
chairs, there is plenty of room.” But the 
men (and women) of God took one look 
at the motley crew next to Jesus, and as 
a body edged towards an empty table at 
the opposite side of the room, “That’s ok, 
Jesus,” they said awkwardly, “We’ll just 
sit over here.”

If we are going to hang out 
with Jesus’ friends, we will 
need to make a deliberate effort 
to look past our own institu-
tional agendas and towards 
those marginalized folks who 
we might find strange or even 
scary. Jesus’ table includes ev-
eryone, and there is a place for 
us, too, but only if we accept 
his invitation.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us as we explore  

the program "HALF TRUTHS 

‐ God helps those who help  

themselves and other things  

the Bible doesn't say" by  

Adam Hamilton, senior pastor at  

the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in the Kansas City area. 

 

During our sessions, which will be led by our own Chaplain, the Rev. Julie O'Brien, the 
discussions will center on the following common sayings which some attiribute to the Bible... 

 Everything happens for a reason 
 God Helps those who help themselves 
 God won't give you more than you can handle 
 God said it, I believe it, that settles it 
 Love the sinner, hate the sin 

 

It should provide for lively discussions and perhaps a new perception of your own way of 
thinking. 
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 Everything happens for a reason 
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It should provide for lively discussions and perhaps a new perception of your own way of 
thinking. 

Join us as we explore the program “HALF TRUTHS ‐ God helps those 
who help themselves and other things the Bible doesn’t say” by
Adam Hamilton, senior pastor at the United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in the Kansas City area.

During our sessions, which will be led by our own Chaplain, the Rev. 
Julie O’Brien, the discussions will center on the following common 
sayings which some attiribute to the Bible...
• Everything happens for a reason
• God Helps those who help themselves
• God won’t give you more than you can handle
• God said it, I believe it, that settles it
• Love the sinner, hate the sin
It should provide for lively discussions and perhaps a new perception 
of your own way of thinking.

Register today:
www.chapelrock.net/60s_camp.htm to attend camp!
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Contact Name

Church

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Email (tickets will be emailed to you)

Credit Card Number Exp Date

Signature CVC (security code)

$

EPISCOPAL NIGHT
AT CHASE FIELD

D-BACKS FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT
The Arizona Diamondbacks invite all members of the Episcopal
Diocese of Arizona along with their family and friends to an exciting
division rivalry as the D-backs take on the San Francisco Giants.

Stay for the post-game festivities that are part of the D-backs Faith &
Family Night. A fireworks show will be after the game followed by a
player Q & A/Testimonial. Special guest Newsboys will be
performing a concert as the main act of the festivities.

A portion of each ticket purchased by using this special offer will be
designated for the Diocesan Council for Native American Ministry.

Seating is limited! Purchase your tickets today by going to:
www.azdiocese.org/baseball.html
or send in this completed form. We will see you at the ballpark!

FRIDAY SAN FRANCISCO
GIANTS

AUGUST 25 VS
ARIZONA

6:40PM DIAMONDBACKS

PLEASE CONTACT JOHANNA IMPERIAL TODAY • EMAIL: JIMPERIAL@DBACKS.COM OR CALL 602.462.4113

CONTACT INFO (Tickets will be emailed to you) TICKET INFORMATION (Children 2 and under are free)

$22 - Lower Level Bleachers - Section 141, reg. $28

Seating is limited and filled as requests are received.

Please return completed form with payment to: Arizona Diamondbacks
Attn: Johanna Imperial, 401 E Jefferson St,

Order Deadline: 08/23/17
Make ONE check payable to: Arizona Diamondbacks

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is what attendees from the 2016 training seminar said about their experiences:  
 

 “It was the most meaningful conference I've attended in recent memory that takes the 
whole person into consideration, not just what you do on Sunday.” 

 

 “It is not a retreat, it is an intensive workshop.”  
 

 “Go! Go! Go! Very powerful tool to bring the congregation closer to the Word of God.” 
 

 

To registration for this event click HERE or visit our website: 
http://www.azdiocese.org/digital_faith/events 

 

Deadline for registration is July 26, 2017 

faith.forming.faith 
C a t e c h u m e n a l  T r a i n i n g  

 

 

Designed to prepare congregations to receive and form adults who desire a 
relationship with Christ, be baptized or renewed in their faith, and actively 
participate in a community of faith as a disciple of Jesus. 
 

For more information about the Catechumenate and to discern how it might be used in your 
parish or congregation, it is recommended that you read Faith Forming Faith by Pastor 
Hoffman, available online through Amazon.com or Cascade Books.   

Ordained Pastor, Paul 
Hoffman of Seattle, WA has 
served in the ELCA since 
1981.  He guided the process 
of Catechumenal formation 
at Phinney Ridge Lutheran 
Church in Seattle over the 
last eighteen years of his 
service as a parish pastor.  
During that time, the parish 
prayed for and received into 
its ministry a steady stream 
of new and renewed 
Christians. 
 
 

Led by ELCA Lutheran Pastor Paul E. Hoffman 
August 17, 2017 from 4:00 p.m. – August 19, 2017 to 3:30 p.m. 
Spirit in the Desert Retreat Center 
7415 E. Elbow Bend Rd., 
Carefree, Arizona 
 

This is an intensive two and a half day, morning-to-night 
training seminar.  Costs for attending vary between $150 for 
commuters and up to $325 for single room on site hotel-type 
accommodations. All fees are included. 
 

During your time in the beautiful desert campus of the Spirit in the 
Desert Retreat Center, you will worship, pray, study, and form life-
changing relationships grounded in the lectionary Scriptures 
through the various seasons of the liturgical calendar, all under the 
leadership of Pastor Hoffman, trained lay catechists, and various 
other diocesan/synodical pastors and priests.  Congregations who 
send a delegation of a parish pastor/priest and three to five lay 
members to attend and study  will return prepared and inspired to 
begin a catechumenal process that will not only welcome 
newcomers, but will transform the parish from the inside, out. 
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57TH DIOCESAN CONVENTION
September 29-30, 2017
The Sheraton Crescent Hotel
Phoenix, Arizona

CONVENTION BUSINESS
Election of Secretary to Convention 
Shall be elected for a term of one year and shall be 
Secretary of the Diocesan Council. Election this year 
is for a 1-year term. Incumbent, Lois Crosland, is eli-
gible for re-election.

Duties include: acting as recording secretary for every 
meeting of the Convention and the Standing Commit-
tee; performing such duties as assigned by the Bishop, 
the Convention or the Standing Committee.

Election of Standing Committee
The Standing Committee consists of six priests and 
six lay or deacon communicants who shall each serve 
a 3-year term and not more that two consecutive 
3-year terms. Election this year is for two priest posi-
tions for 3-year terms, two lay or deacon positions for 
3-year terms and one lay or deacon position for a two 
year term. Each term of office will begin immediately 
following the Diocesan Convention. Incumbents John 
Christopher, Dan Tantimonaco and Robert Clingen-
peel are eligible for re-election. 

The Standing Committee is the Advisory Council to 
the Bishop meeting approximately 6 times a year. In 
addition, the Standing Committee serves as the Eccle-
siastical Authority in the event of a vacancy in the 
Episcopate. The Standing Committee also provides 
consent for Bishop elections and participates in the 
review of candidates for ordination. In addition, the 
Standing Committee acts as the Board of Directors of 
the Diocese and meets approximately 8 times a year. 
Standing Committee has the authority to act adminis-
tratively for Convention between meetings as speci-
fied in the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese. 
The Standing Committee has general supervision of 
the financial affairs and oversight of real property.

Election of Disciplinary Board Members
Each Diocese shall, by Canon, create a court to be 
known as the Disciplinary Board as described in 
Canon IV.5.1 of The Constitution and Canons of The 
Episcopal Church. The membership of each Board 
shall include lay persons and Priests or Deacons, and 

the majority of the Board members shall be Priests or 
Deacons, but by no more than one. Election this 
year is for two clerical positions for 3-year terms 
and one lay position for a 3-year term.

Resolutions
Resolutions will be printed in the convention materials, 
then discussed during the breakout session on Friday, 
September 29 and voted upon during Convention.

Canon Changes
Any Canon changes will be printed in the convention 
materials, then discussed at the pre-convention 
workshop on Friday, September 29 and voted on 
at Convention.

Approval of the 2018 Financial Statement of Mission
The 2018 Financial Statement of Mission, which has 
been put forth by the Finance Committee and Stand-
ing Committee, must be approved by Convention. The 
budget will be printed in the convention materials, 
discussed at the pre-convention workshop on Friday, 
September 29 and voted on at Convention.

Call for Resolutions 
Guidelines for Diocesan Resolutions is available on 
the Convention page of the Diocesan website, www.
azdiocese.org. The instructions for completing the 
resolution template form and the resolution form are 
also available on the Convention page of the Dioc-
esan website. Complete the template form and mail 
or email the completed resolution [note “Convention 
Resolution” in the subject line] no later than August 1, 
2017, to:

THE REV. SCOTT JONES
CHAIR, RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
114 W. ROOSEVELT ST.
PHOENIX, AZ 85003
FAX: 602.495.6603
EMAIL: FRSCOTTAZ@GMAIL.COM

Call for Nominations
Any member of the Clergy canonically resident or any 
lay communicant in good standing may submit to 
the Chair of the Nominating Committee no later than 
August 16, 2017, a completed nomination form, avail-
able on the Convention page of the Diocesan website, 
www.azdiocese.org, for one or more persons to fill the 
positions listed above. First, seek permission from the 
person you wish to nominate, carefully complete the 

CALL TO CONVENTION The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona at work!
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form. Send the form as a Word document. DO NOT 
PDF THE FORM. Attach a passport-type photo. In ad-
dition, each candidate for election must complete the 
list of questions, which can also be downloaded from 
the Diocesan website, www.azdiocese.org. Email the 
nomination form, photo, and answers to questions to:

ALLAN BUDD 
CHAIR, NOMINATING COMMITTEE
114 W. ROOSEVELT ST.
PHOENIX, AZ 85003
EMAIL: SANDABUDD@ME.COM

Clergy Eligible to Vote
Canon I, Section 4(a): Every member of the Clergy who 
is: (1) In good standing; (2) Canonically and actually 
resident in the Diocese and; (3) Actively exercising a 
regular parochial or Diocesan ministry in the Diocese, 
as determined by the rector or vicar of the parish or 
mission in which they serve, or by the bishop; is a Cler-
ical Member of, and shall be entitled to a seat and vote 
in Convention. Every other member of the Clergy who 
is in good standing and is canonically resident in the 
Diocese shall have a seat in Convention but no vote.

Clergy eligible to vote will be listed with the congre-
gation with which they have a working relationship. 
Non-voting clergy should be registered in the appro-
priate section of the registration form. If you have 
any questions concerning this, please contact Cathy 
Black, Registrar of Convention, at 602.254.0976 or 
cathy@azdiocese.org.

Delegate/Clergy Registration & Dinner Reservations
The convention registration form will be sent by 
email to each congregation in July. The registration 
form will indicate the number of delegates, wardens 
and clergy eligible to voice and vote at Convention. 
Please complete the form and send it to Dawn 
Jackson at Diocesan House by return email at 
dawn@azdiocese.org. If there are any problems, 
please contact Dawn for help, or we will be happy to 
send a hard copy of the registration. The registration 
fee for each person is $49.00, which includes lunch 
on Saturday, September 30.

Reservations for the dinner on Friday, September 29, 
can be made on the convention registration form. We 
will be having a buffet dinner, so all you need to do on 
the registration form is indicate whether the individ-
ual is having dinner. The cost of dinner is $39.00 per 

person. [See menu in the “Dinner” section below.]

Again this year, instead of dessert being served with 
dinner, there will be a dessert and coffee/tea bar after 
dinner outside on the patio with live music. The cost 
of the dessert and coffee/tea bar is included with din-
ner, or is $10 without dinner. Dessert will be provided 
for those who are physically unable to get to the patio.

Once you have completed the convention and dinner 
registration form, please send the registration pay-
ment to Diocesan House as soon as possible either via 
mail or online. We won’t be able to complete the regis-
tration until payment has been received. The deadline 
for registrations is Friday, August 18, 2017.

Visitor Registration
Visitors are most welcome to attend all Convention 
events, including the breakout sessions and Friday 
evening dinner. Visitors will have a seat, but no voice 
or vote. Visitors can register with their congregation 
or by downloading the registration form and dinner 
reservation form on the Diocese of Arizona website 
(www.azdiocese.org). The registration fee and cost 
for the Friday evening dinner is the same for visitors: 
$49.00 for registration, $39.00 for dinner with dessert 
bar or $10 for dessert bar only. Registration and/or 
dinner reservations will not be complete until pay-
ment is received at Diocesan House. The deadline for 
registrations is Friday, August 18, 2017. Make checks 
payable to Diocese of Arizona or pay through PayPal 
at www.azdiocese.org. Please call Dawn Jackson at 
Diocesan House, 602.254.0976, with any questions or 
difficulties with the registration process.

SPECIAL KEYNOTE PRESENTATION: 
BECCA STEVENS 
Becca Stevens is an author, speaker, priest, social 
entrepreneur, founder and president of Thistle Farms. 
After experiencing the death of her father and sub-
sequent child abuse when she was 5, Becca longed to 
open a sanctuary for survivors offering a loving com-
munity. In 1997, five women who had experienced traf-
ficking, violence, and addiction were welcomed home.

Twenty years later, the organization continues to 
welcome women with free residences that provide 
housing, medical care, therapy and education for two 
years. Residents and graduates earn income through 
one of four social enterprises. The Global Market of 
Thistle Farms helps employ more than 1,800 women 

worldwide, and 
the national 
network has 
more than 40 
sister communi-
ties. 

Becca has been 
featured in 
the New York 
Times, on ABC 
World News and 
NPR, was re-
cently named a 
2016 CNN Hero 
and a White 

House “Champion of Change.” She was featured 
in the PBS documentary, A Path Appears, named 
Humanitarian of the Year by the Small Business 
Council of America and inducted into the Tennessee 
Women’s Hall of Fame. Stevens attended the Univer-
sity of the South and Vanderbilt Divinity School. She 
has been conferred two honorary doctorates. 

Her newest book, Love Heals, will be published by 
Harper Collins in September of 2017. Becca lives in 
Nashville with her husband, Grammy-winning song-
writer Marcus Hummon, and their three sons.

PRE-CONVENTION 
WORKSHOPS
There will be two pre-convention workshops this 
year. The Orientation to Convention workshop, which 
gives first time delegates, and perhaps returning ones, 
an overview of what happens during the two-day con-
vention, is now available through our YouTube chan-
nel, which is linked on the convention page of the 
Diocesan website at www.azdiocese.org. The schedule 
for the workshops on Friday morning is listed below. 
If you are interested in either of these sessions, please 
indicate that on your registration form.

9:30 A.M. CANONS, RESOLUTIONS AND BUDGET
10:30 A.M. CANDIDATE FORUM

BREAKOUT WORKSHOP 
SESSIONS
Our workshops presentations will be different this 
year. All workshops will be 2-hours long and be in 
panel discussion formats. The topics listed below will 
address ministering to those groups and individu-

als on the margins. As you can see, these topics will 
provide plenty of depth for discussion.  

The Activated Church responds to:
THE POOR – The Rev. Myra Kingsley, facilitator

THE IMPRISONED – The Rev. Kim Crecca, facilitator

THE LGBTQ MARGINALIZED – The Very Rev. Troy Mendez, 
facilitator

THE MENTALLY ILL – The Rev Ann Strong, facilitator

THE DISABLED – The Diocesan Disability Empowerment 
Program Group, facilitators 

THE RACIALLY MARGINALIZED – The Diocesan Anti-racism 
Committee, facilitators

THE CHRONICALLY ILL – Kathleen O’Leary, facilitator

There will be no Open Space workshops this year.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
Hotel rooms at the Sheraton Crescent are $129.00 for 
either single or double occupancy. This rate is good 
from September 26 through October 3. Room avail-
ability is limited, so register as soon as possible. 
Book a room at any time by calling the Sheraton at 
602.943.8200 or1.800.325.3535, or online at the 
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona 2017 Convention page: 
www.azdiocese.org. Be sure to indicate that you are 
with the Diocese of Arizona to get the special rate. 
There is plenty of parking and once you are there, 
you don't have to get in your car again. Everything is 
under one roof, including a restaurant and lounge.

DINNER ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Weather permitting, there will be a reception out-
side on the patio before the sit-down dinner on the 
Friday evening of Convention. The cost of the dinner 
is $39.00 per person. Dinner this year will be a buffet 
like last year with the following menu:
• Arizona salad greens with salsa ranch and bleu   
   cheese dressing
• Jicama citrus slaw
• Pan roasted split chicken with chipotle cherry BBQ glaze
• Mesquite grilled steak 
• Grilled Portobello Mushroom
• Baked potato bar – bacon bits, shredded cheese, 
   fresh chives, whipped butter, and sour cream
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BY THE REV. SALLY DURAND
This new, monthly feature in the E-pistle 
e-newsletter highlights of one our deacons 
and their ministry.

THE REV. GRANT GILFEATHER
Deacon Grant Gilfeather serves at St. 
Anthony on the Desert in Scottsdale. 
Like many of our Deacons, Grant is in-
volved in more than one ministry. In 
addition to his duties at St. Anthony, 
and his activities in his personal life, 
these ministries keep him engaged in 
the larger community 
and issues that need to 
be addressed.

Grant says of his minis-
tries that “as a Deacon 
candidate in my final 
year of preparation 
(2008), I was temporar-
ily assigned to Church 
of the Holy Spirit in 
Phoenix. There, I was 
encouraged by several 
church members to 
serve at the Paradise 
Valley Emergency Food 
Bank. I liked the spirit 
and the enthusiasm 
of the volunteers, so 
PVEFB became a part 
of my life. Located be-
tween Shea and Cholla 
off of 32nd Street in 
Phoenix, I have worked 
there two hours a week 
ever since. I am one 
of five volunteers on 
Friday morning.”
“Depending on client demand, the 
work can be fast-paced and physically 
challenging, but rewarding knowing 
individuals and families in need will 
get wholesome, nourishing meals. 
My specific tasks include cutting and 
taping up cardboard “take-out” boxes, 
preparing cat and dog food bags, 
receiving donations from the general 
public and grocery stores, shelving 

donated items, making up food boxes 
and distributing and interacting with 
the Food Bank clients providing them 
instructions and assistance. Sweep-
ing and wet mopping the client’s food 
area provides closure for my shift. 
On occasion, clients have no vehicles 
to take the food boxes. I can recall 
loading up a young client’s bicycle 
with the contents of two food boxes 
and steading his bicycle as he pedaled 
away. I was awed by his dexterity and 
determination.

“My second ministry, Vista del 
Camino (Scottsdale Community 
Service Center), is two blocks west of 
Hayden on Roosevelt. I volunteer in 
the Career Center for four hours on 
Thursday afternoons. The Center has 
seven computers, a rack of job an-
nouncements, employment aids, and 
free internal classes on interviewing, 
resume writing, and computer skills 

DEACON BEACON

The Rev. Grant Gilfeather

• Roasted sweet corn with chile lime butter off cob
• Ranch style cowboy pinto beans
• Buttermilk cheese biscuits & green chili cornbread, 
   whipped butter and honey

Weather permitting; the dessert and coffee/tea 
bar will be outside on the patio. The dessert and 
coffee bar is included with dinner or is $10 per person 
without dinner. 

Our very popular musical entertainment from last 
year is returning! The Rhythm Edition is a high 
energy, all variety party band, who performs styles 
of music from Oldies to 70's, 80's and current top 40 
dance hits and Latin favorites. With 6 lead singers in 
the band, they cover it all. This is one band you don't 
want to miss.

SPOUSE PROGRAM & LUNCH
All clergy, (priest and deacon), spouses are invited 
to join Laura Smith, Bishop’s wife, for an inspiring 
program and lunch on the Saturday of convention 
to be held at the Sheraton Crescent Hotel. While the 
delegates are busy taking care of the business of the 
diocese, the spouses will be learning about each other 
enjoying a delicious lunch. Look for more information 
and an invitation from Laura as the date of conven-
tion gets closer.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
The Annual Diocesan Convention Children’s Program 
will be offered again this year all day on Friday and 
Saturday of convention. Children's and Nursery pro-
grams are offered for infant through sixth grade on 
Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday, 
from 8:00 a.m. to close of Convention. Children will 
enjoy music, arts and crafts, stories, swimming 
(kindergarten and older) and lots of fun! Pre-registra-
tion is required for all ages. The registration form 
and fee information for both programs can be found 
on the convention page of the Diocesan website at 
www.azdiocese.org.

EXHIBITS
We will again be providing space for exhibitors at 
Convention. Space is available on a first-come, first-
served basis. The participation fee is dependent on 
the type of exhibit you are planning. Exhibitors can 
reserve a space by downloading and completing 
the reservation form on the convention page of the 

Diocesan website at www.azdiocese.org. Registra-
tion will not be complete until both reservation form 
and payment are received at Diocesan House. Make 
checks payable to The Diocese of Arizona. If you 
have questions, please contact Sharon Graves at 
602-254-0976 or sharon@azdiocese.org.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Have you ever wanted to work on the inside of the 
Diocesan Convention? Would you like to help your 
Diocese? Your opportunity to volunteer for Conven-
tion is here!

We are looking for a few, good volunteers to be part 
of the 2017 Diocesan Convention being held on Friday, 
September 29 through Saturday, September 30, 2017. 
Duties may include greeting attendees, counting 
ballots or other essential jobs that help make the 
Convention a success.

There are limited slots available from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on Friday, September 29, and from 7:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 30. Complimentary 
lunch is available to volunteers on both days. If you 
volunteer on Friday, you are also welcome to join us 
for dinner.

To join us, please contact Roberta Hancock at 
602.254.0976 or via email at roberta@azdiocese.org.

for job-seekers. Since the dynamics 
of accessing jobs through a computer 
can be, at times, bewildering and 
frustrating, I try to interact with cli-
ents who are noticeably struggling. In 
some cases, I can talk them through 
their problem. In other cases, I need 
to ask for computer assistance myself. 
Fortunately, the other Career Center 
staff members are very computer sav-
vy and can assist with these computer 
issues. My lack of computer expertise 
concerns me, so I try to compensate 

by treating each cli-
ent respectfully and 
with dignity, show-
ing interest in their 
concerns and goals. I 
attempt to practice a 
ministry of presence 
and encouragement. 
Unfortunately, sterile 
computer interac-
tion frustrates and 
discourages many 
job seekers in their 
searches. Such a set-
ting is often emo-
tionally challenging 
for all concerned. 
A couple of months 
ago, a client came to 
me with a concern 
of not being able to 
pass the Realtor’s 
Examination. In my 
previous employ-
ment, I designed 
employment tests 
and I was able to 

give him pointers of how to identify 
poorly constructed multiple choice 
exam questions. Four months later 
he returned, all smiles, telling me 
had passed and had recognized some 
poorly designed questions.”

For Grant, the keys things in life 
are “show up, be there, listen, 
and rejoice in hope.”
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THE REV. LEAH 
SANDWELL-WEISS
The light of the Deacon Beacon il-
luminates the ministry of The Rev. 
Leah Sandwell-Weiss. Deacon Leah is 
a retired United States Air Force Judge 
Advocate (lawyer), a full-time law 
librarian, and a deacon at St. Philip’s 
in the Hills in Tucson. Leah’s ministry 
is advocating and 
organizing for 
systemic change 
in our communi-
ties.
Leah began work-
ing with Pima 

County Interfaith 

(PCI) a few years 

after moving back 
to Tucson to work 
at the Univer-
sity of Arizona 
College of Law Li-
brary and joining 
St. Philip’s. PCI is 
a broad-based or-
ganization which 
develops leaders 
and institutions 
to speak out 
and act on issues impacting families 
today. PCI’s member institutions work 
together to build relational power so 
they have a voice in their communi-
ties. Relationships with 
others are at the core of PCI, as well 
as developing power. PCI organizes 
to have enough power to negotiate 
with institutions.

As a deacon and PCI leader, Leah has 
organized meetings with Tucson’s 
mayor, city council members, county 
supervisors, and Arizona congres-
sional representatives and staff. She’s 
also organized, co-chaired, and spoken 
at accountability sessions where local 
elected officials and candidates are 
asked tough questions about specific is-
sues. Leah has led civic academies and 

The Rev.Leah Sandwell-Weiss

forums on immigration, healthcare, 
education, and gun violence in several 
churches in Tucson. 

She has also been the PCI liaison with 
clergy, organizing 3-5 meetings a year 
where clergy from member institu-
tions have the opportunity to discuss 
readings, meet with elected officials, 
and get to know each other. In 2013, 

Leah helped organize and co-chaired 
three statewide meetings on com-
prehensive immigration reform with 
clergy throughout the state, culminat-
ing in a large clergy meeting with Sen. 
John McCain and Rep. Raul Grijalva.
Leah became an administrator of the 
diocesan Border, Migration, and Im-
migration program group before her 
ordination. In 2013, Bishop Kirk Smith 
asked her to become the convenor 
of this group. She was the central 
point of contact for the diocese in the 
summer of 2014 during the unac-
companied minors’ crisis, sharing 
available information received from 
her contacts within the diocese and 
PCI about the situation and letting 
Episcopalians in Arizona and the 
United States know what they could 

BY SHARON GRAVES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST

Yes, we do have a church in the same 
city as the world famous London Bridge!

Lake Havasu City was founded in 1963 
by Robert McCulloch, Sr. It is located 
on the shore of Lake Havasu along the 
border between Arizona and Califor-
nia. It was planned as a city to provide 
year-round work and a resort com-
munity, along with plans to provide 
a religious community and land for 
various churches.

In the winter of 1964, Mr. McCulloch 
contacted Bishop Joseph Harte and 
told him that he wanted to give the 
Episcopal Church a parcel of land on 
which to build a church in his new 
city. The Rev. Fredrick Resch, Vicar of 
Trinity Church in Kingman was asked 
by Bishop Harte to pick a site. After 
looking at several locations, he picked 

the 5.1 acre site where Grace Church 
now stands. It is said that Mr. 
McCulloch stated, “You would pick 
that one; it’s going to be in the best 
part of the city.” Fr. Resch was re-
ported to have said, “Naturally, we are 
Episcopalians.” The property is indeed 
in a wonderful and visible section of 
the community.

Shortly thereafter, Sunday evening 
services began once a month at 
various locations. The first services 
were held at the Site Six Marina. The 
church was named Grace Church after 
Grace McCulloch, one of its first mem-
bers and the wife of Robert McCull-
och. For the next few years services 
were held at a junior high school, two 
different funeral homes, a Lutheran 
Church and a Catholic Church.

The Rev. Donne Puckle accepted the 
call to serve as their first Vicar from 

1973-1976. In 1977, The Rev. Charles 
Carman became the next Vicar. 
During his time, a multi-purpose 
building was constructed on the 
church land. The first service in the 
building was a marriage ceremony 
on June 24, 1978. The first church 
service was on June 25, 1978.

The Rev. Trevor C.H. Lewis became 
the third Vicar in 1982. While he was 
there, with the help of fundraising 
by the congregation and ECW, the 
Bishop’s Committee was able to plan 
to build a larger church. Ground for 
the new building was broken in May 
of 1986 and dedicated in November of 
1986. In 1990, Bishop Joseph Heistand 
appointed The Rev. Larry Boyd as 
Priest Missioner (and eventually 
Vicar). The mortgage was paid off, the 
congregation grew, and the Mission 
was accepted as a Parish in October 
of 1991.

Today, Grace Church is a thriving, 
caring community under the leader-
ship of The Rev. Lisa Goforth. 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT GRACE CHURCH, 
VISIT THEIR WEBSITE AT:
 WWW.GRACE-EPISCOPAL.NET.

TIBITS FROM THE ARCHIVES

Photo Top: Diocesan Archives, Photo Bottom: Grace Church website

do to help. Her update, Immigrant 
Needs Continue, was published on the 
diocesan website.

In addition to her ministry with PCI, 
Leah serves as a deacon for at least 
one service nearly every Sunday at St. 
Philip’s and preaches at least once a 
quarter. In 2012-2013, she co-facilitat-
ed a 30-week course at St. Philip’s en-

titled Just Faith, 
leading others to 
be transformed 
by the traditions 
of biblical justice 
around the issue 
of poverty and 
justice.

In 2016, Leah 
was interviewed 
for an Episcopal 
News Service 
article on ways 
congregations 
can engage in 
politics. In the 
article, Leah told 
the reporter that 

“by providing 
information 

and helping people connect those 
issues to their faith, especially 
Jesus’ call in Matthew 25 to find 
him while caring for people on 
the margins of society, [we] will 
lead to ‘a more informed elector-
ate and an electorate that will 
work to make some changes.’” 
As one of her Diaconate instructors 
pointed out, Leah’s an Advocate. The 
first part of the diaconate training is 
called Finding Your Voice; Leah be-
lieves she finally has.

DEACON BEACON [CONTINUED]
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These days, it’s not business 
as usual in the church.

Become a reliable, knowledgeable 
partner to help your church leadership!

If you want to have effective discipleship that transforms lives, we can help give your leaders the knowledge to do it, 

and at a low cost. Thanks to a partnership with ASU Lodestar Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Innovation, the 

Diocese has developed a graduate/executive level certificate program called Best Skills Best Churches. This is a 

holistic program; each of the six sessions feed into the others. 

Cost: Register for 6 courses at once for $450 (or choose $100 down payment, plus 5 monthly payments of $70)

Courses:
•  Volunteers in Ministry
•  Laws/Legal: Legal Aspects of Governance
•  Human Relations, Effective Communication
    and Handling Conflict
•  Marketing and Community Presence
•  Financial Management for Effective Service
•  Fundraising Aspects of Stewardship

nminonprofit
management
institute

Best Skills Best Churches
Training for the Original Nonprofit

learn more at
azdiocese.org/bestskills.html

NMI is a professional development entity of thebrought to you in part by

nminonprofit
management
institute

Designed specifically for 
Deacons and Lay Leaders.

August 11, 2017 5:00 pm to  
August 12, 2017 4:00 pm 
Franciscan Renewal Center 
5802 E. Lincoln Drive, 
Scottsdale AZ 85253 
Double Room Rate - $75.00 
Commuter Meals - $50.00 

The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona  
Council of Native American Ministry  

Spiritual Retreat and Planning  
Gathering 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mona Polacca, Hopi/Havasupai/Tewa elder 
and one of the International Council of 
Thirteen Indigenous Grandmothers, is a 
celebrated author, speaker and educator 
on indigenous people’s human rights.  

Please join with the Council of Native 
American Ministries, The Rev. Canon 
Debbie Royals and Special Guest and 
Spiritual Leader, Mona Polacca for an 
opportunity to experience Native 
American spirituality and continue to 
engage with Native traditional 
values and processes. 
 

Friday night, Grandmother Polacca 
will lead in Gathering and Ceremony. 
We will continue mission and 
visioning Saturday morning and in  
 the afternoon, we will discuss the development and growth of Native 
American Ministry using the Logic Model. Within this context, we will 
evaluate our plan as it applies to our congregations/ministry, the Diocese and 
The Episcopal Church. 

Register for this event by going to: 
http://www.azdiocese.org/digital_faith/events. Deadline for housing 
is June 10, 2017.  If you need help to register, contact Dawn Jackson at 
602-254-0976 or dawn@azdiocese.org. 
 

For more information on this event or Native American Ministries, 
contact The Rev. Canon Debbie Royals at 520-907-0616.  
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YOUR MISSION SHARE AS OF MARCH 1, 2017
Benson, St. Raphael’s
Bisbee, St. John’s
Casa Grande, St. Peter’s
Cave Creek, Good Shepherd
Chandler, St. Matthew’s
Clarkdale, St. Thomas
Coolidge, St. Michael’s
Douglas, St. Stephen’s
Flagstaff, Epiphany
Glendale, St. Andrew’s
Glendale, St. John/Baptist
Globe, St. John’s
Green Valley, St. Francis
Holbrook, St. George
Kingman, Trinity
Lake Havasu City, Grace
Lakeside, Our Saviour
Litchfield Park. St. Peter’s
Mesa, St. Mark’s
Mesa, Transfiguration
Morenci, SS Philip & James
Nogales, St. Andrew’s
Oro Valley, Apostles
Paradise Valley, Christ 
Payson, St. Paul’s
Phoenix, Trinity
Phoenix, All Saints’
Phoenix, St Jude’s
Phoenix, St. Luke’s
Phoenix, Santa Maria
Phoenix, St. Mary’s(8.45%)
Phx, St Paul’s Sudanese 
Phoenix, St. Stephen’s
Phoenix, San Pablo
Prescott, St. Luke’s
Safford, All Saint’s
Scottsdale, Nativity 
Scottsdale, St Anthony 
Scottsdale, St. Barnabas
Sedona, St Andrews
Sierra Vista, St Stephen’s
Sun City, All Saints’
Sun City, St. Christopher’s
Sun City West, Advent
Tempe, Epiphany 
Tempe, St. Augustine’s
Tempe, St. James
Tombstone, St. Paul’s
Tucson, Christ the King
Tucson, Grace St. Paul’s
Tucson, St. Alban’s
Tucson, St. Andrew’s
Tucson, St. Matthew’s
Tucson, St. Michael’s
Tucson, St. Philip’s
Wickenburg, St. Alban’s
Williams, St. John’s
Winslow, St. Paul’s

Totals

PARISH/MISSION YTD Reported 
Income

YTD 16.9% 
of Income YTD Paid YTD Unpaid No Received 

for months 
16,134.36 
4,211.99 
31,663.00 
218,267.82 
159,656.85 
22,864.05 
4,414.20 
0.00 
8,597.63 
10,664.00 
98,438.07 
29,212.26 
219,367.32 
4,384.50 
9,807.00 
44,936.20 
26,584.18 
127,156.39 
57,205.00 
59,218.78 
802.09 
56,152.39 
41,100.01 
172,869.23 
47,778.39 
153,588.00 
318,246.85 
0.00 
4,964.56 
2,691.48 
28,097.27 
0.00 
67,761.30 
21,639.08 
102,996.88 
10,021.32 
101,861.24 
114,662.36 
458,155.61 
59,615.06 
42,138.02 
152,079.22 
51,242.87 
107,837.45 
135,417.51 
29,374.03 
54,586.26 
0.00 
95,032.57 
162,059.10 
96,910.24 
0.00 
61,609.63 
126,345.85 
258,394.89 
22,373.78 
10,564.32 
4,328.46 

4,326,080.92 

2,726.71 
711.83 
5,351.05 
36,887.26 
26,982.01 
3,864.02 
746.00 
0.00 
1,453.00 
1,802.22 
16,636.03 
4,936.87 
37,073.08 
740.98 
1,657.38 
7,594.22 
4,492.73 
21,489.43 
9,667.65 
10,007.97 
135.55 
9,489.75 
6,945.90 
29,214.90 
8,074.55 
25,956.37 
53,783.72 
0.00 
839.01 
454.86 
2,374.22 
0.00 
11,451.66 
3,657.00 
17,406.47 
1,693.60 
17,214.55 
19,377.94 
77,428.30 
10,074.95 
7,121.33 
25,701.39 
8,660.05 
18,224.53 
22,885.56 
4,964.21 
9,225.08 
0.00 
16,060.50 
27,387.99 
16,377.83 
0.00 
10,412.03 
21,352.45 
43,668.74 
3,781.17 
1,785.37 
731.51 

728,733.46 

2,726.71 
711.83 
5,351.05 
36,887.27 
26,982.01 
3,864.03 
746.00 
0.00 
1,453.00 
1,802.22 
16,636.04 
4,936.87 
37,073.08 
740.98 
1,657.39 
7,594.22 
4,492.73 
21,489.43 
9,667.65 
10,007.97 
135.56 
9,489.76 
6,945.90 
29,214.90 
8,074.55 
25,956.37 
53,783.72 
0.00 
839.02 
454.86 
2,374.22 
0.00 
11,451.66 
3,657.01 
17,406.47 
1,693.60 
17,214.55 
19,377.94 
77,428.30 
10,074.94 
7,121.32 
25,701.39 
8,660.04 
18,224.52 
22,885.56 
4,964.21 
1,200.00 
0.00 
16,060.51 
27,387.99 
16,377.83 
0.00 
10,412.03 
21,352.45 
43,668.74 
3,781.17 
1,785.37 
731.51 

720,708.45 

(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.01)
(0.00)
(0.01)
(0.00)
0.00 
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.01)
0.00 
(0.00)
0.00 
(0.01)
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.01)
0.00 
(0.01)
(0.01)
0.00 
(0.00)
(0.00)
0.00 
(0.00)
0.00 
(0.01)
0.00 
(0.00)
 0.00 
(0.00)
(0.01)
0.00 
0.00 
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)
0.01 
0.01 
(0.00)
0.01 
0.01 
(0.00)
0.00 
8,025.08 
0.00 
(0.01)
(0.00)
0.00 
0.00 
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)
0.00 
(0.00)

8,025.01 

Dec 

Jan & Feb
No reports
Feb
Dec & Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb
No reports

No reports

Feb

Feb

No reports

Feb
No reports

Feb

No reports

Many congregations find it helpful to list in their Sunday bulletins an update on income and expenses. This makes for good “transparency” of church finances, but also is 
a gentle reminder to those who might be behind in their giving. The Finance Committee, with the consent of Diocesan Council, has suggested that we do a similar public 
reporting. Above is a listing of our congregations, their mission share, and their current standing. In a few exceptional cases, Council has granted an alternative payment 
plan to congregations facing severe economic dislocation. Those are so marked. The Council wishes to thank those congregations who are current in their mission giving 
and encourage those who may be behind.
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By Episcopal Journal

Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry joined with Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America  in a three-day fast May 21-23 
and issued a churchwide call for prayer, 
fasting and advocacy for the next seven 
months.

The two leaders said they would 
challenge any federal government 
proposals to eliminate or defund proven 
anti-poverty programs that give vital 
assistance to people both at home and 
abroad.

In a signed statement, “For Such a 
Time as This: A Call to Prayer, Fasting, 
and Advocacy,” they called upon all 
Episcopalians and Lutherans to join 
them in a fast on the 21st of each month 
until the 115th Congress concludes in 
December.

“We are coming together as leaders 
to oppose deep cuts to programs that are 
vital to hungry people struggling with 
poverty,” they stated. The 21st of each 
month was chosen, they said, because 
it is the time when many American 
families experience a food crisis.

“By that time each month, 90 
percent of SNAP benefits (formerly the 
food stamp program) have been used, 

thereby causing the last week of the 
month as the hungry week in America,” 
the statement said.

Domestically, Americans throughout 
the country struggle with poverty, and 
many government-funded programs 
allow them to care for and feed their 
families, the bishops said.

The two leaders, whose churches 
are members of the World Council of 
Churches, also highlighted the impor-
tance of government assistance and hu-
manitarian relief to other countries.

New York bishop
finds heart 
in a Harley

Faith takes
center stage
in two playsH M

News Arts

F
News
Indianapolis marks 
historic episcopal
consecration
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Church leaders fast to protest  
projected budget cuts

By Keith Griffith 
Episcopal News Service

Supreme Court Justice Stephen 
Breyer made an appeal for the im-
portance of courts and the rule of 
law at an event honoring the late 

Thurgood Marshall. Breyer spoke on 
May 13 at St. Philip’s Church in New 
York, addressing a crowd of several hun-
dred on the 10th annual Thurgood Mar-
shall Law Day, which honors the former 
Supreme Court justice who once served 

on the Harlem church’s vestry.
Marshall, the first African-American 

to serve on the Supreme Court, lived in 
New York while serving as an attorney 
for the NAACP and joined the histori-
cally black St. Philip’s in 1938. He re-
tired from the high court in 1991 and 
died at age 84 in 1993.

The Episcopal feast day honoring his 
life and work, May 17, is the day he won 
his most famous Supreme Court argu-
ment, Brown vs. Board of Education of 
Topeka, Kan.

Supreme Court justice honors 
Thurgood Marshall

Photo/ENS

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
announces the fast in a video posted on 
www.episcopalchurch.org.

continued on page C
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“As we look overseas, we must 
acknowledge that foreign assistance and 
humanitarian relief can help to address 
regions confronting famine and food 
insecurity, including [in] South Sudan, 
Somalia, Yemen and Lake Chad Basin,” 
they said.

Other churches and organizations, 
such as Bread for the World, have 
pledged to join the program throughout 
the 115th Congress, during which 
time some elected representatives have 
indicated they would make deep budget 
cuts to food-assistance programs.

“We fast to fortify our advocacy 
in solidarity with families who are 

struggling with hunger. We fast to be 
in solidarity with neighbors who suffer 
famine, who have been displaced and 
who are vulnerable to conflict and 
climate change,” the Episcopal and 
Lutheran presiding bishops stated.

“We fast with immigrants who 
are trying to make a better future for 
their families and now face the risk of 
deportation. We fast in solidarity with 
families on SNAP, who often run out of 
food by the last week of the month.”

Curry and Eaton underlined 
the importance of prayer. “Prayer 
accompanies and undergirds the 
disciplines of fasting and advocacy. It 
roots our actions in our total reliance 
on God’s loving grace and mercy,” they 

said. “Turning to God in prayer shapes 
our advocacy and informs our fasting, 
grounding our actions in God’s call to 
love and serve our neighbor.”

Individuals and congregations who 
participate in the fast can receive prayer 
and advocacy opportunities by signing 
up for information from the Episcopal 
Public Policy Network at advocacy.
episcopalchurch.org.  n

FAst from page A
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Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America talked about the fast in a video 
posted on www.elca.org.

The Episcopal Community 
Foundation for Middle 
and North Georgia has 
announced $26,000 in 

anti-hunger grants from proceeds of 
its 33rd Annual Hunger Walk/Run, 
held in partnership with the Atlanta 
Community Food Bank and local 
faith organizations.

More than 450 Episcopalians 
walked, ran or volunteered for the 
Diocese of Atlanta on March 5, with 
34 teams formed in support of the 
foundation. Before the 5K, more 
than 120 youth and adults attended a 
Eucharist at nearby Emmaus House.

“The need is great,” said Lindsey 
Hardegree, foundation executive 
director. “More than 25 percent of 

Georgia children face food insecurity, 
and Georgia is seventh in the nation 
for senior citizens facing hunger.”

— Diocese of Atlanta

Atlanta walk raises funds  
to fight hunger

Photo/courtesy Diocese of Atlanta 

Churches throughout the diocese 
participate in the drive to raise funds 
for anti-hunger programs. 

Food Insecurity  
in America
n   1 in 8 households was food 

insecure in 2015.

n   7 million households in which at 
least one member missed meals 
because of lack of 
resources to buy food.

n   SNAP benefits do 
not sustain families 
nutritional requirements 
through the end of the month.

n   27% increase in hospital 
admissions at the end of the 
month compared to start of the 
month because of low-blood 
sugar in low income adults.

n   Children receiving SNAP benefits 
show diminished performance on 
standardized tests at the end of 
the month.

Source: White House Council of Economic Advisers,  
World Hunger Education Service
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The program began with Evensong 
led by the Rev. Patrick Williams, St. 
Philip’s interim rector. Bishop of New 
York Andrew Dietsche offered a blessing 
to kick off the speaking program.

Clutching a biography of Marshall 
stuffed with leaves of paper scrawled 
with handwritten notes, Breyer discussed 
the legacy of Brown vs. Board of Educa-
tion, the 1954 case in which the court 
found that state laws establishing sepa-
rate schools for black and white students 
were unconstitutional.

Marshall, arguing before the court in 
that case, “didn’t discover some part of 
the law that everybody didn’t know full 
well, it’s here in this Constitution,” said 
Breyer. “Either you believe in this docu-
ment or you don’t; you believe in that 
equality or you don’t.” 

Breyer went on to describe a recent 
visit he’d received from the chief justice 
of Ghana, who was curious about the 
power of law in American democracy 
and asked Breyer, “Why do people do 
what you say?”

“You want the rule of law in Ghana, 
you don’t have to convince the judges. 
The people you have to convince are the 
people who are not judges or lawyers,” 
Breyer said.

“Of course, it helped America by 
producing integration, but it helped 
America in other ways, too, that are just 
as important,” Breyer said of the court’s 
ruling in Brown.

While the 1954 case was the “most 
important” Supreme Court ruling, 
Cooper v. Aaron, a follow-up case that 
also dealt with school integration, was 
his “favorite,” Breyer said. The court’s 
ruling in Cooper held that states had to 
follow the orders of the Supreme Court 
and desegregate schools, even if they 
disagreed.

Breyer pointed out that the Cooper 
decision was signed by all nine justices, 
which was “unusual.” (Brown also was a 
unanimous decision.)

The consensus that the judiciary must 
be respected, even when its rulings are 
disagreeable or outright wrong, is vital to 
society, Breyer said.

As an example, he brought up Bush 
v. Gore, the 2000 ruling that halted a 
recount in the presidential election and 
effectively allowed George W. Bush to 
assume the presidency.

“I dissented very strongly, I thought 
it was wrong,” Breyer said of the deci-
sion. “But people didn’t have riots or 
kill each other in the streets … Turn on 
the television set and see what happens 
in the countries that try to settle things 
that way.” 

Following the talk, attendees gathered 
for a reception.

“Today was a historic event, so we 
were very proud,” said parishioner Mark 
G. Barksdale, who works for Newark 
as director of the Department of Eco-
nomic and Housing Development. “It 
was a great honor for the church and 
the diocese.”

Barksdale, a lifelong member of St. 
Philip’s, was a child when Marshall was 
on the church’s vestry. He reminisced 
with the co-chair of the church’s Cul-
tural Committee, Beverly Brown, about 
when Marshall coordinated the annual 
St. Philip’s Day celebrations in the room 
where they now stood.

“We were running around in the 
undercroft with the other kids, while 
the adults were doing what we’re doing 
now,” said Brown, laughing.

Senior Warden Charles Williams III 
said that it was important for the church 
to host speakers from outside the Epis-
copal community, such as Breyer, who 
is Jewish.

“The church is supposed to spread 
its word and bring the outside in,” said 
Williams. “We’ve always had the idea to 
bring, quote, ‘non-religious’ people in 
because we are part of the community 
and the community is part of us. And 
you never know, some people may hear 
something that they connect with.”

St. Philip’s does have a connection 
with Breyer, as his daughter Rev. Chloe 
Breyer is an associate priest for the con-
gregation.

 “It’s not often you get a Supreme 
Court Justice, especially in a church,” 
Williams said, noting that Marshall 
intentionally became less involved in 
church life after taking his place on the 
high court, to avoid any potential sense 
of bias.

John W. Watkins, an attorney with 
the Brooklyn District Attorney’s office, 
helped plan the event, which drew a 
large student contingent from the John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice.

“The message the justice gave was 
really on point,” Watkins said. “He 
really helped redirect my feelings about 
the current state of things from rage to 
reason.”  n

Keith Griffith is a New York-based 
freelance journalist. He is a member of St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church in Harlem.

Photo/Keith Griffith

Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer speaks during an event in the New York 
neighborhood of Harlem honoring the late Justice Thurgood Marshall.
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A staff organist was arrested 
for vandalizing an Episcopal 
church in Indiana after the 
presidential election, county 

prosecutors said. The incident gener-
ated national headlines in November as 
a possible case of politically motivated 
hate speech, but prosecutors now say it 
instead was the act of someone hoping 
to mobilize others disappointed with the 
election results.

Nathan Stang, 26, faces a misde-
meanor count of institutional criminal 
mischief for the damage to St. David’s 
Episcopal Church, the congregation in 
Bean Blossom, Ind., 50 miles south of 
Indianapolis, where he serves as organist. 
He was arrested May 3, three days after 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry came to 
St. David’s to preside and preach at the 
Sunday Eucharist.

The church announced that Stang’s 
employment had been terminated as of 
May 12. 

It also said that on May 15, 2017, 
clergy met with Stang to discuss a rec-
onciliation and restitution process. Stang 
agreed to participate and was “grateful 
for the possibility of re-em-
ployment but at this time does 
not believe it is the right path 
forward for him,” the church 
said.

The process is “an effort to 
overcome the grief, pain and 
anger experienced over the 
past 6 months,” the church 
said.

“St. David’s believes in 
God’s love and forgiveness for all people. 
We hope God’s message shines forth 
during this entire process,” the statement 
added.

The congregation feels “like we had 
the rug pulled out from underneath us,” 
the Rev. Kelsey Hutto, priest-in-charge at 
St. David’s, told Episcopal News Service.

Earlier in the day, Hutto released a 
statement on the church’s website saying, 
“Nathan is a member of our St. David’s 
family, and naturally there is a certain 
amount of betrayal with this act.”

“Over the coming weeks and days, 
we will process our emotions regarding 

this hurtful act. I ask that we remember 
what we have stood for over the past few 
months – love and forgiveness,” she said.

St. David’s was one of at least two 
Episcopal congregations targeted with 
graffiti on the weekend after Donald 
Trump was elected president. The graffiti 
at St. David’s included the words “Heil 

Trump,” a gay slur and a swas-
tika.

Stang reported the vandal-
ism at St. David’s to Hutto on 
Nov. 13, saying he discovered 
it when he arrived that Sun-
day morning to prepare for 
services.

A statement released by 
Brown County Prosecuting 
Attorney Theodore F. Adams 

said Stang, when confronted with results 
of the nearly six-month investigation, 
confessed to spray-painting the graffiti 
himself.

“Stang stated that he wanted to mo-
bilize a movement after being disap-
pointed in and fearful of the outcome 
of the national election,” Adams said, 
adding that investigators concluded this 
was not a hate crime. “Stang denied that 
his actions were motivated by any anti-
Christian or anti-gay motivations.”

Stang was arrested about a half hour 
west of the church, in Bloomington, 
Ind., and brought to Nashville, Ind., to 

be booked into the Brown County Jail, 
the Herald Times newspaper reported. 
He was released after posting a $155 
bond, the paper reported. The charge 
carries a maximum potential sentence 
of one year in jail and a fine of up to 
$5,000.

The vandalism thrust the Episcopal 
congregation into the national spotlight, 
along with Church of Our Savior in Sil-
ver Spring, Md,. where a sign was found 
defaced with the words “Trump Nation 
Whites Only” on the same day.

Hutto told ENS in November that 
her congregation was trying to respond 
to the vandalism with a message of love 
and welcome.

Stang has served for about a year in 
the paid position of organist while he 
attends Indiana University in Blooming-
ton.

Hutto told ENS that she was unaware 
he was a suspect in the vandalism until 
the morning of his arrest. 

Hutto also confirmed that Stang 
played the organ at the April 30 Sunday 
service, when the presiding bishop 
visited after  presiding at the ordination 
and consecration of Indianapolis 
Bishop Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, 
the Episcopal Church’s first black female 
diocesan bishop. 

Stang had confessed to police two 
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Church organist arrested in post-election vandalism

Stang

Photo/via Facebook

“Heil Trump” was spray-painted on the exterior of St. David’s Episcopal Church in 
Bean Blossom, Ind., around Nov. 12.
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Episcopal Divinity School 
(EDS) in Cambridge, Mass., 
and Union Th eological Semi-
nary  have signed an agreement 

that will  allow EDS to continue as an 
Episcopal seminary through a collabora-
tion with Union at its  campus in New 
York. Beginning in the fall of 2018, stu-
dents who enroll in the EDS program at 
Union will earn graduate degrees from 
Union and also fulfi ll requirements for 
ordination in the Episcopal Church.

Th e two seminaries began negotia-
tions in February after Union was chosen 
from among nin e potential candidates 
that expressed interest in an alliance 
with EDS. Th e EDS board, spurred by 

fi nancial challenges that were depleting 
the school’s endowment, voted in 2016 
to cease granting degrees in May 2017 
and to explore options for EDS’s future.

“We had three goals when we began 
to plan this new phase in EDS’s life,” said 
the Rev. Gary Hall, EDS board chair, in 
the May 19 announcement of the col-
laboration. “We wanted to continue pro-
viding Episcopal theological education 
within an accredited, degree-granting 
program, deepen our historic commit-
ment to gospel-centered justice and pro-
vide  fi nancial strength and stability for 
EDS’s future.”

EDS appointed the Rev. Kelly Brown 
Douglas, Susan D. Morgan professor of 
religion at Goucher College in Mary-
land and canon theologian at Washing-
ton National Cathedral in Washington, 

D.C., as the fi rst dean of EDS at Union. 
Douglas also will join the Union faculty 
as a professor.

“Kelly Brown Douglas is one of the 
most distinguished religious think-
ers, teachers, ministers, and activists in 
the nation,” said the Rev. Serene Jones, 
Union faculty president and Johnston 
family professor of religion and democ-
racy. 

Ordained as an Episcopal priest in 
1983, Douglas holds a master’s degree in 
theology and a Ph.D. in systematic the-
ology from Union. Her academic work 
focuses on womanist theology, sexuality 
and the black church. She is the author 
of fi ve books, including “Stand Your 
Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of 
God,” written in response to the killing 
of Trayvon Martin.

EDS plans to purchase a fl oor in a 
new offi  ce building being constructed at 
Union. Th e EDS campus in Cambridge 
will be sold after operations there cease 
in July, and the proceeds will be added to 
the school’s endowment, currently val-
ued at $53 million.

Th e initial term of the EDS-Union af-
fi liation agreement is 11 years, and both 
schools have the option to agree to exten-
sions beyond that time. EDS will remain 
its own legal entity with its own board 
of trustees.

— Episcopal Divinity School 

eDS to collaborate with union seminary

Photo/Washington National Cathedral

Th e Rev. Kelly Brown Douglas will be 
the fi rst dean of EDS at Union.

days earlier, according to court docu-
ments, which reveal that police identi-
fi ed the organist as a suspect early in 
their investigation by tracing his location 
through cell phone records.

On April 28, he told a Brown County 
sheriff ’s detective that he “felt scared and 
alone because of the election results,” the 
court documents say. He said he wanted 
to “mobilize a movement” but had not 
expected the intense media attention 
that the vandalism generated, the docu-
ments say. He later told police he regret-
ted his actions, they say.

“I suppose I wanted to give local 
people a reason to fi ght for good,” he 
said in a written statement to police. “I, 
of course, realize now that this was not
the way to go about inspiring activism.”

Baskerville-Burrows issued a state-
ment May 3 saying the news saddened 
her.

“Th is was a hurtful, dishonest and 
profoundly misguided action that stands 
against the values of the people of this 
diocese and the Episcopal Church, and 
we will continue to cooperate with the 
authorities who are pursuing this case,” 
she said.“We are living now in a politi-
cal climate that is so divisive and highly 
charged that people from all across the 
political spectrum are making thought-
less and hurtful choices that they believe 
are justifi ed by the righteousness of their 
causes. As people who follow Jesus, we 
must fi nd a diff erent way.”   n

orgANIst continued from page d
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The Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-
Burrows was ordained and 
consecrated the 11th bishop of 
Indianapolis April 29, making 

her the first black woman to lead a dio-
cese and the first woman to succeed an-
other woman as diocesan bishop in the 
history of the Episcopal Church.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
led the service as chief consecrator and 
was joined by more than 40 bishops in 
the service a Clowes Hall on the cam-
pus of Butler University, where more 
nearly 1,400 people participated. Dio-
cese of Chicago Jeffrey D. Lee preached. 
From 2012 until her election as bishop, 
Baskerville-Burrows served on Lee’s staff 
as director of networking.

“Indianapolis, you have called a 
strong, loving and wise pastor to be your 
bishop,” said Lee, in a sermon that was 
interrupted by applause several times. 
“She will love you, challenge you, tell 
you the truth as she sees it and invite you 
to tell it as you do. She will pray with 
you at the drop of a hat and care for you 

in ways that will not dimin-
ish your own agency. She will 
empower you. She will lead. 
Count on it.”

Among the co-consecra-
tors was the Rt. Rev. Barbara 
Harris, the first female bishop 
in the Anglican Communion. 
Before the consecration, 
Baskerville-Burrows told the 
Indianapolis Star, “The first 
thing that comes to mind is how grate-
ful I am to the women that have come 
before. Barbara Harris will be at my 
consecration, and when I think about 
what she’s done for me and how I’ve 
even encountered little girls saying, ‘Oh 
my gosh. One day, may I discern such a 
call?’, that is just everything.”

Harris retired in 2003 as suffragan 
bishop of Massachusetts and was suc-
ceeded by the Bishop Gayle Harris 
(no relation), another co-consecrator 
of Baskerville-Burrows. The other co-
consecrators were Bishop Catherine 
Waynick (her predecessor), Northern 

Indiana Bishop Douglas 
Sparks, Atlanta Bishop Rob-
ert Wright and Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Ameri-
can Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
Bishop William Gafkjen.

She was seated the next 
day in Christ Church Cathe-
dral in Indianapolis.

Baskerville-Burrows was 
elected in October to lead 

nearly 10,000 Episcopalians in 48 congre-
gations in central and southern Indiana. 
She succeeds Waynick, who led the dio-
cese for 20 years and was one of the first 
female bishops in the Episcopal Church.

“Sitting at the crossroads of America, 
this diocese has a special call to bring 
healing, hope and love to a world that is 
too often fearful, hurting and polarized,” 
Baskerville-Burrows said before her elec-
tion. “I see the Diocese of Indianapolis as 
an inclusive community of hope bearing 
the light of Jesus Christ to central and 
southern Indiana and the world.”

Before her work in Chicago, Basker-
ville-Burrows was rector of Grace Epis-
copal Church in Syracuse, New York, 
where she also served as Episcopal chap-
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First black female diocesan bishop consecrated
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Baskerville-Burrows

Bishops file briefs 
supporting immigrants

Attorneys representing Epis-
copal bishops filed two 
friend-of-the-court briefs 
in support of immigrants 

and refugees, and in affirmation of 
two U.S. district court rulings, one 
in Hawaii and one in Maryland, 
in opposition to President Donald 
Trump’s executive order restricting 
immigration and suspending the fed-
eral refugee-resettlement program. 
On March 15, a federal judge in Ha-
waii halted Trump’s revised executive 
order that would have suspended the 
U.S. refugee program, and on March 
16, a federal judge in Maryland is-
sued an injunction saying the presi-
dent’s revised travel ban was intended 
to discriminate against Muslims. Six-
teen bishops signed onto one or both 
of the briefs.        — ENS

continued on page J
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Barron Trump, President Donald Trump’s youngest 
child, will attend St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in Po-
tomac, Md., this fall.

Barron, 11, will move to Washington, D.C., from 
New York with his mother, first lady Melania Trump, after he 
finishes the current school year at Columbia Grammar and 
Preparatory School on Manhattan’s Upper West Side. He is 
believed to be in fifth grade.

St. Andrew’s Head of School Robert Kosasky and Rodney 
Glasgow, head of the middle school and chief diversity offi-
cer, wrote a letter to St. Andrew’s families confirming that the 
young Trump will become a member of the Class of 2024, 
CNN reported.

The Washington Post reported that the White House want-
ed to announce the news after St. Andrew’s ended the academic 
year, in part out of concern that the school might become a 
site of protest. However, parents started to ask questions when 
rumors began to circulate, and the school decided to confirm 
Barron’s enrollment. CNN reported that the school had the 
Trump family’s permission to do so.

Melania Trump said in a statement after the announcement 
that the family was “very excited” to have Barron Trump attend 
a school “known for its diverse community and commitment to 
academic excellence.” She said the school’s mission “to know and 
inspire each child in an inclusive community dedicated to ex-
ceptional teaching, learning and service” appealed to the family.

Donald Trump was 
raised Presbyterian. Bar-
ron was baptized in 
December 2006 at the 
Episcopal Church of 
Bethesda-by-the-Sea in 
Palm Beach, Fla., where 
his parents married on 
Jan. 22, 2005.

St. Andrew’s, about 20 
miles north of the White 
House, was founded 
in 1978 and has 580 
students in grades six 
through 12. It has a me-
dian class size of 15 and 
a 7:1 student to teacher ratio, according to the school’s web-
site. Tuition is just less than $40,000 for students in grades six 
through eight.

The school maintains a Center for Transformative Teach-
ing and Learning, which says its priority is to “ensure that 100 
percent of St. Andrew’s pre-school through 12th-grade teachers 
receive training and ongoing professional development (every 
school year) in mind, brain, and education science, the most 
innovative thinking being applied to enhancing teacher quality 
and student achievement today.”              — Episcopal News Service
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Following a year of listening, consulting and reflection, 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and House of Depu-
ties President the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings and officers 
of the House of Bishops and House of Deputies are 

inviting Episcopalians to study and commit to using “Becom-
ing Beloved Community: The Episcopal Church’s Long-term 
Commitment to Racial Healing, Reconciliation and Justice.”

“You’re not looking at a set of programs,” Curry said. “You’re 
looking at a path for how we, as the Episcopal branch of the 
‘Jesus Movement,’ can more fully and prayerfully embody the 
loving, liberating, life-giving way of Jesus in our relationships 
with each other.”

“Becoming Beloved Community” stems from a 2015 Gen-
eral Convention calling on the church to create a vision for 
addressing racial injustice. Church leaders say it is designed as a 
strategic path through distinct phases that lead to personal and 
structural transformation:

1. Telling the Truth about the Church and Race, via a 
census to determine church demographics and a racial-justice 
audit to study the impact of racism on the church’s leadership, 
organizations and bodies.

2. Proclaiming the Dream of Beloved Community, via 
a series of regional public listening and learning engagements, 
starting with a partnership at Washington National Cathedral.

3. Practicing the way of Love, via a churchwide story-shar-
ing campaign, multilingual and multigenerational formation 
and training, pilgrimages and liturgical resources.

4. Repairing the Breach in Institutions and Society, via 
advocacy for criminal- justice reform, re-entry collaboratives 
shaped by people moving from prison back to community, and 
partnership with Saint Augustine’s University and Voorhees 
College (the historically black university and college associated 
with the Episcopal Church).

For more information, contact Heidi Kim, staff officer for 
racial reconciliation, at hkim@episcopalchurch.org or 206-
399-7771; the Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers, canon to the 
presiding bishop for evangelism, reconciliation and creation, 
at sspellers@episcopalchurch.org or 212-716-6086; or the Rev. 
Charles “Chuck” Wynder, staff officer for social justice and ad-
vocacy engagement, at cwynder@episcopalchurch.org or 646-
584-8112.                                  — Episcopal Church Public Affairs Office
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presidential inauguration parade.
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New York bishop finds her spiritual center  
atop a motorcycle

By David Paulsen  
Episcopal News Service

Central New York 
Bishop DeDe 
Duncan-Probe 
isn’t the kind of 

Harley-Davidson rider who 
publicly promotes her love 
of motorcycles. Riding, for 
her, is like a form of person-
al prayer, not a Sunday ser-
mon. But on a recent ride 
through upstate New York, 
she had stopped for water 
at a store, and some men 
walked in and asked whose 
cool, new motorcycle was 
parked outside.

“That’s mine”, she said, 
striking up a conversation 
with the men. Eventually, 
their questions turn to what she does for 
a living.

So she told them: “Bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Central New York.” 
Much to her delight, the conversation 
turned to the topic of faith, a discus-
sion as lively as the one about the Harley 
Softail Slim. Her motorcycle had become 

a tool for evangelism.
“It’s given me op-

portunities to share 
the love of Christ in 
ways that are wonder-
ful and include other 
people,” Duncan-
Probe told ENS. “I’ve 
just been blessed with 
conversations that 

wouldn’t have happened otherwise.” 
Duncan-Probe, 55, planned to drive 

home the power of two-wheeled evange-
lism on May 13 when she presided over 
the annual Blessing of the Bikes event 
at Christ Episcopal Church in Jordan, 
a town to the west of Syracuse. Weather 
permitting, she then planned to hop on 
her Harley to participate in a group ride.

Duncan-Probe became the first fe-
male bishop of the diocese in 2016. 
When asked during her “walkabouts” 
how she stays spiritually centered, she 
described the spiritual feeling she gets 
riding a motorcycle down country high-

ways with the wind hitting her face.
“When I get out on the motorcycle, I 

feel in touch with God in a way,” she told 
ENS. “It’s very centering. It’s just a real 
sense of renewal for me.”

After just a few minutes on the bike, 
she added, she feels like she’s 15 again.

That’s how old she was when she first 
started riding motorcycles in her home-
town of Fort Worth, Texas. Her brothers 
offered to let her ride behind them on a 
Yamaha 100, but her father insisted that 
she learn to ride on her own. She earned 
a motorcycle license before she learned 
how to drive a car.

She rode motorcycles off and on 
through high school and college. But 
when she moved to California to pur-
sue graduate studies, she mostly gave up 
riding.

About five or six years ago, after being 
ordained an Episcopal priest and while 
serving as a rector at St. Peter’s in the 
Wood Church in Fairfax, Va., she was at 
the church one Sunday morning in May 
when she heard a low rumble.

“The windows of the church were 
open. It was a nice day, and you could 
hear the motorcycles go by,” she said. It 
was the annual Rolling Thunder ride, 
when hundreds of thousands of Harley 
riders converge on the Capital region to 
honor military veterans and those lost at 

war The sound made her 
think about how much 
she missed riding.

She and her husband, 
Chris Probe, who rode 
dirt bikes in his youth, 
decided to take a mo-
torcycle-safety class with 
their oldest son. Then, a 
few years ago, Duncan-
Probe bought a used 
Harley. This spring, her 
husband bought her a 
new Harley, the Softail, 
for her birthday.

They are mindful of 
safety precautions, rid-
ing only during daylight 
hours and avoiding 
rainy days, she said, and 
she prefers the country 
roads outside of Syra-

cuse to city streets or freeways. There 
is a “prayerfulness” to those rides, she 
said, something she missed during the 
years she had given up riding regularly.

She also feels drawn to the commu-
nity of riders, she said. “It has opened 
up an opportunity for connecting with 
people I wouldn’t normally have con-
nected with,”

On a trip to a local Harley dealer-
ship to pick up a part, she encountered 
a large group of riders and was struck by 
how they all came from different back-
grounds but were united in their love of 
motorcycles, she recalled. “As we started 
talking there was such hospitality and 
community and life, and I found it very 
humbling, because they welcomed me 
as I was.”

She sees parallels with the Episcopal 
Church, she said. “God welcomes all of 
us as we are and into this community of 
faith.”

Now that her passion has become 
more public, she’s not interested in being 
known as the “biker bishop,” she said. 
Rather, she encourages all Episcopalians 
to embrace what centers them in their 
faith — “those things that really connect 
us with God” — whether it be prayer, 
meditation, gardening, hiking or riding 
a Harley Softail along the scenic shores 
of New York’s Finger Lakes.   n

Duncan-Probe

Photo/Diocese of Central New York.

Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe of the Diocese of Central New York 
prepares to ride her new Harley-Davidson Softail Slim. 
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By Mary Frances Schjonberg 
Episcopal News Service

A group of Episcopalians and 
Methodists has released its 
proposal for full communion 
between the two denomina-

tions.
Full implementation of the proposal 

will take at least three years. General 
Convention and the United Methodist 
Church General Conference must ap-
prove the agreement, which culminates 
15 years of exploration 
and more than 50 years 
of formal dialogue be-
tween the two churches. 
General Convention 
next meets in July 2018 
in Austin, Texas. The 
General Conference’s 
next meeting is in 2020.

The 10-page propos-
al, titled “A Gift to the 
World, Co-Laborers for 
the Healing of Broken-
ness,” says it “is an effort 
to bring our churches 
into closer partnership 
in the mission and wit-
ness to the love of God 
and thus labor together 
for the healing of divi-
sions among Christians 
and for the well-being of 
all.”

Montana Bishop Frank Brookhart, 
Episcopal co-chair of the dialogue, 
and Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, United 
Methodist co-chair, wrote in a recent 
letter that “the relationship formed over 
these years of dialogue, and the recogni-
tion that there are no theological impedi-
ments to unity, pave the way for this cur-
rent draft proposal.”

In the coming months, there will 
be opportunities for feedback, regional 
gatherings and discussions on the pro-
posal, according to a press release.

“We encourage you to reach across 
denominational lines to establish new 
relationships and deepen existing 
relationships by shared study of these 
materials and mutual prayer for the unity 
our churches,” Brookhart and Palmer 

wrote. “We believe that this proposal 
represents a significant witness of unity 
and reconciliation in an increasingly 
divided world and pray that you will join 
us in carrying this work.”

The Episcopal Church defines “full 
communion” to mean “a relation be-
tween distinct churches in which each 
recognizes the other as a catholic and ap-
ostolic church holding the essentials of 
the Christian faith.” The churches “be-
come interdependent while remaining 
autonomous,” the church has said.

The Episcopal Church-United 
Methodist Dialogue Committee, which 
developed the proposed agreement, says 
the two denominations are not seeking 
a merger but that they are “grounded 
in sufficient agreement in the essentials 
of Christian faith and order” to allow 
for the interchangeability of ordained 
ministries, among other things.

The Episcopal-Methodist proposal 
also benefited from the fact that Angli-
cans across the communion and Meth-
odists elsewhere in the world have an 
ongoing dialogue, the group said. The 
dialogue launched a report in 2015, 
“Into All the World: Being and Becom-
ing Apostolic Churches,” describing its 
progress. The launch highlighted a then-
new new relationship of full communion 
between Irish Anglican and Methodists 

churches, and the historic concrete steps 
towards an interchangeable ministry.

The Episcopal-United Methodist full-
communion proposal acknowledges that 
the United Methodist Church “is one of 
several expressions of Methodism” and 
notes that both denominations have been 
in dialogue with the historically African 
American Methodist churches for nearly 
40 years. They also have worked with 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Zion, and Christian Methodist Episco-

pal Church in various 
ecumenical groups.

The Episcopal 
Church and the United 
Methodist Church have 
taken interim steps to-
ward full communion 
in recent years. In 2006, 
they entered into Inter-
im Eucharistic Sharing, 
allowing clergy of the 
two churches to share 
in the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper un-
der certain guidelines. 
In 2010, the dialogue 
group issued a sum-
mary of its theological 
work called “A Theolog-
ical Foundation for Full 
Communion between 
The Episcopal Church 

and The United Methodist Church.”
The proposal for full communion out-

lines agreements on the understanding 
of each order of ministry. The ministries 
of laity, deacons, Episcopal priests and 
United Methodist elders or presbyters 
(elder is the English translation of pres-
byter) would all be seen as interchange-
able yet governed by the “standards and 
polity of each church.”

Both churches have somewhat similar 
understandings of bishops, according to 
the proposal, which says, “We recognize 
the ministries of our bishops as fully val-
id and authentic.”

The denominations would pledge 
that future consecrations of bishops 
would include participation and laying 
on of hands by at least three bishops 

episcopal-Methodist group releases  
full-communion proposal

Photo/Mary Frances Schjonberg 

The Episcopal Church-United Methodist Dialogue Committee gathers to 
work on a proposed agreement between the two churches.

continued on page P
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Burrows continued from page F

Photo/Wikimedia Commons

Interior of St. Mark’s Cathedral nave.

Cathedral repairs begin

Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in Seattle began a $10 million construc-
tion project in April to secure its structural integrity and to improve acces-
sibility. The building’s exterior walls will be sealed and clad with limestone. 
The project also will replace all the cathedral windows with energy-efficient 

models designed to match the old ones in style and color; repair the roof; create a 
more-inviting east façade and entry; and install an elevator.

Construction of St. Mark’s began in 1928 but was halted after the stock market 
crash of 1929, and never fully completed. The enormous concrete walls were never 
meant to be exposed to the elements, and the cheap Depression-era glass windows 
were not meant to be permanent. In 2012, chunks of concrete began to break away 
from the exterior walls, posing a safety risk, and it became urgent for Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral to address the deteriorating state of the walls and windows. 

Saint Mark’s began a capital campaign for this project in fall 2014, and has raised 
more than $8.2 million for the project. The cathedral held a ceremonial ground-
breaking for this phase of the construction, expected to be completed in December, 
at a May 13 Cathedral Day celebration.      — St. Mark’s Cathedral

yale institute of  
sacred music announces

When Dancing  
Turns to Mourning

Worshiping God in the 
Face of Violence

june 13–15, 2017
Yale University

Presenters include: 
Kenyon Adams

Tony Alonso  
James Abbington

Dorothy Bass  
Teresa Berger 
John J. Collins  

Rev. Cheryl Cornish
Maggi Dawn  
Sarah Farmer

John Ferguson  
Martin Jean

Donyelle Mccray  
Don Saliers

Bryan Spinks

ecumenical conference  
for pastors, musicians,  

and other parish leaders

Information and registration:  
ismcongregations.yale.edu

lain at Syracuse University. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree from Smith College, a 
master’s degree in historic preservation 
planning from Cornell University and a 
master of divinity from Church Divin-

ity School of the Pacific in Berkley, Calif. 
She and her husband, Harrison, met at 
her ordination to the priesthood in 1998 
and married in 2003. Their son, Timo-
thy, 6, is a kindergartener at St. Richard’s 
Episcopal School in Indianapolis.

— Diocese of Indianapolis

Archbishop Suheil Dawani of the Diocese of Jeru-
salem has been elected as the next primate of the 
Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East. He 
succeeds Archbishop Mouneer Hanna Anis, who 

has held the post since 2007. Dawani will serve for two and 
a half years. Bishop Michael Lewis of the Diocese of Cyprus 
and the Gulf will succeed him for a term of the same length, 
ending in May 2022. 

The Synod of the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle 
East decided on the changes during a two-day meetingin Amman, Jordan.

— Anglican Communion News Service

New primate elected for Jerusalem diocese

Dawani
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Review by Shelley Crook

“When Did Everybody 
Else Get So Old?” is 
ostensibly a memoir 
of middle-age, more 

specifically the arc of the author’s life 
between the ages of roughly 40 and 50, 
and yet it is far more than a predictable 
foray into sagging, eyeglasses and illness. 
I was bracing for the usual, lame mid-life 
jokes, (“Whoops, there goes the colonos-
copy wand!”) and yet, to my great relief, 
Jennifer Grant does not succumb to the 
usual pitfalls and clichés of the topic. 
Rather, she takes us on her personal jour-
ney with unflinching honesty, teasing 
out universal wisdom along the way. This 
is a sometimes funny, sometimes painful 
book, but it is always radiant. 

While Grant does indeed delve fear-
lessly into the “indignities, compromises 
and the unexpected grace of midlife,” 
she does much more. The terrain is de-

liciously unpredictable. 
There are the expected 
stopping-off points of 
marriage, motherhood, 
empty-nest syndrome, 
sickness and death, but 
also detours into art, 
flight attendants and the 
spiritual potential of time 
spent on jury duty. Grant 
moves between dark and 
light, the religious and the 
secular, the tragic and the 
hilarious (I laughed out 
loud in several places; I cried in two) and 
yet the shifts in gear are always smooth. 
On one page she segues seamlessly from 
sex to Karl Barth to paid employment.

Grant is at her most compelling when 
she is tackling the most difficult topics. In 
the essay “Coyotes and Shadow Selves,” 
she muses on a shocking real-world event 
— an incident of child abuse — and, af-
ter some tortured self-reflection, comes 

out at a place of mercy, rooted in her 
baptismal covenant. Similarly, two es-
says that illuminate the troubled life and 
death of her sister manage to be shock-
ingly honest, yet full of grace. Reading 
this book is like spending an evening in 
conversation with your most honest, wit-
ty and wise friend, whose wisdom and 
kindness is ultimately rooted in faith.

A wry look at aging

when Did everybody 
else Get So Old? 
Indignities, 
Compromises, and 
the unexpected Grace 
of Midlife
By Jennifer Grant

Herald Press 
192 pp., $29.50

continued on page P
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Congregation’s play aims to bolster support for recovery
By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 
Jamestown, N.Y., wanted to help 
to combat the prevalence of opi-
oid addiction and overdose deaths 

in Western New York, but the congrega-
tion was wary of duplicating the work of 
well-established health and social service 
organizations.

So, St. Luke’s, which has a theater 
ministry, chose to support the cause by 
staging a play.

“Least Resistance” is based on dozens 
of interviews conducted with people in 
the Jamestown area affected by drugs ad-
diction, from an injured war veteran to 
grandparents forced to take custody of 
their grandchildren. The congregation’s 
hope is that, by revealing the humanity 
behind the headlines, the production 
will pull the community together in sup-
port of neighbors who are recovering 
from similar crises, said the rector, the 
Rev. Luke Fodor.

“This is a way to tell the story in a 
positive way … that recovery is possible, 
that the community has all these people 
who are working hard,” said Fodor. “We 
need to own that story.”

The play, which debuted in late April 
and was performed over two weekends, 
grew out of conversations Fodor had 
with local religious and civic leaders after 
he arrived at St. Luke’s about three years 
ago. Drug addiction was a common 
topic as Jamestown and Chautauqua 
County lost more and more residents to 
drug overdoses.

It is a trend that has caused alarm 
around the country. Opioids, including 
heroin, fentanyl and some prescription 
painkillers, are now blamed for more 
than six out of 10 drug overdose deaths 
in the United States, and the numbers of 
opioid overdoses has quadrupled since 
1999, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

New York state reported 2,754 drug-
overdose deaths in 2015. In Chautau-
qua County, with a population of about 
135,000, the most recent state data show 
15 opioid overdose deaths that year, as 
well as 88 emergency-department visits 
or hospitalizations related to opioids.

At St. Luke’s, several parishioners had 

theater backgrounds and about five years 
ago  had formed the Winged Ox Players, 
named for the traditional symbol of St. 
Luke, Fodor said. The productions typi-
cally focused on a thought-provoking 
work or social issue, with proceeds do-
nated to a related cause.

Fodor and Players Artistic Director 
Steven Cobb had started looking for a 
play that addressed the drug addiction 
after Cobb, a recovering addict, shared 
his own story during a Sunday service at 
Fodor’s request.

“I had always kind of known the 
power of recovery stories,” said Cobb, 
51, citing his experience with 12-step 
programs. Cobb grew up in Jamestown 
but left to attend college in New York, 
where he got hooked on crystal meth, he 
said. The addiction eventually left him 
homeless and jobless, and he decided 
to move back to Jamestown to improve 
his chances of staying clean, he said. He 
has been in and out of recovery for more 
than 15 years and sober the last seven, 
he said.

Telling his story brought the reality of 
addiction and recovery to people in the 
congregation who had no personal expe-
rience with that struggle, and it helped 
remove the stigma of addiction, Cobb 
said

That, too, is part of the mission of 
“Least Resistance,” the title of which re-

fers to an addict’s successful path to re-
covery.

“What we need to do is create a safe 
space where people in recovery can feel 
normal in their recovery,” Fodor said.

Searching for an appropriate play, 
they found works that glamorized drugs, 
seemed out of date or simply weren’t ap-
propriate for a family audience. Then 
they met Richard Olson-Walter.

Olson-Walter, 32, a native of Great 
Britain, had moved to Jamestown in 
2015 after marrying his wife, an Ameri-
can woman who worked as director of 
youth and children’s ministries at St. 
Luke’s. Though he was working for a 
technology firm, Olson-Walter had ex-
perience writing plays. Fodor and Cobb 
drafted him to write for Winged Ox 
Players.

Because Olson-Walter had no experi-
ence with addiction and recovery, Cobb, 
who works as associate director of Men-
tal Health Association of Chautauqua 
County, helped arrange for him to in-
terview local people affected by the drug 
epidemic.

More than 30 interviews later, “Least 
Resistance” was born. The play features 
14 scenes over two acts, a mix of mono-
logues and staged conversations, as well 
as a few scenes intended primarily to pro-
vide information on addiction. Twenty-

continued on page M

Photo/Danica Olson-Walter

Sean Jones and Willow Fodor play grandparents who adopt their granddaughter 
after she’s been abandoned by her drug-addicted mother in St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church’s production of “Least Resistance” in Jamestown, N.Y.
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one actors brought the characters to life.
Some of the characters are based on 

individuals Olson-Walter interviewed, 
with their names changed, while other 
characters are composites of multiple 
people. All the scenes incorporate real-
life examples, with some dialogue taken 
word for word from the experiences 
shared by Jamestown residents.

One character is an Army veteran who, 
after being wounded in Afghanistan, 
was prescribed powerful painkillers. 
When he returned home, he realized he 
was addicted. Another scene portrays 
grandparents who have taken custody of 
a granddaughter abandoned by a drug-
addicted mother. That scene draws on 
the experiences of multiple grandparents 
interviewed.

“We wanted to try and make sure we 
could show as many viewpoints as pos-
sible,” Olson-Walter said.

The play also features a character 
based on Cobb’s story of addiction and 
recovery.

“I’ve worked very hard to accept my 

story and understand my 
story,” Cobb said. Seeing 
a version of himself on 
stage helped him confront 
his own lingering dis-
comfort and even shame 
about his past, he said. 
He added that he hoped 
the play would be helpful 
and cathartic for other re-
covering addicts, some of 
whom attended the first 
weekend’s performances.

“I’ve noticed they have 
been very happy to know 
that their story is being 
told to the wider commu-
nity, so that the community knows of the 
struggles and knows of the hope,” Cobb 
said. “It seems to be validating to the 
people in recovery that the larger com-
munity is getting an honest and accurate 
point of view.”

After the show concluded its local 
run, the congregation has been in talks 
to stage the production in the Buffalo 
area later this year. Excerpts were to be 
performed May 16 at an annual event 

in the Jamestown area 
called Hope & Healing 
for Chautauqua. Mon-
ey raised through the 
play will be used to sup-
port United Christian 
Advocacy Network City 
Mission, which pro-
vides transitional hous-
ing to homeless people 
and those dealing with 
substance abuse.

Churches in Georgia 
and Connecticut also have contacted the 
congregation about staging their own 
productions of “Least Resistance,” Fodor 
said. In that way, the play can grow and 
evolve organically, with each production 
incorporating some of its own commu-
nity’s stories of addiction into the work, 
he said. “My hope is the play itself be-
comes a tool, that people can utilize it as 
a springboard to launch them in to more 
research on the matter.”   n

Interview by Christian Paolino

God, gays, and guns collide in “The Crusade of Connor Ste-
phens,” a play written and produced by Dewey Moss that will 
premiere off-Broadway in June after an award-winning work-
shop run last summer. I caught up with former Dell computer 
pitchman Ben Curtis, who will reprise his role as Jim Jr., a gay 
man whose adopted daughter’s death puts him at odds with 
his firebrand minister father “Big Jim” and thrusts the family 
into the media spotlight. Curtis hails from Chattanooga, Tenn., 
where his father was rector of Grace Church from 1979-1994. 
Besides acting, he operates a yoga and wellness practice with his 
fiance and performs in various musical groups.

Q: I was proud to hear you identify as an Episcopalian in 
your recent interview with ESPN. Given your work helping 
others with their own health and spiritual journeys, how does 
the church fit into who you are and what you believe?

A: Well it certainly formed some of my earliest beliefs as 
a Christian and my roots in spirituality. The church provid-
ed education, structure and community that I needed as a 
young wild rebellious PK [preacher’s kid]. It also helped me 
develop my early ideas of faith. Our parish and the Episcopal 
Church in general [are] so open-minded and accepting of all 
people, so that really instilled my core feelings as a child that 

all people are equal and all are loved by God. I still believe 
that today, and my father, while he was the rector of our par-
ish, walked the walk. 

Q: How did growing up as a “preacher’s kid” help you 
portray Jim Jr.? 

n  FAITH AND THe ARTS
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One preacher’s kid plays 
another in ‘Crusade’

Photo/Russ Rowland. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

The cast of “The Crusade of Connor Stephens” by Dewey Moss.

A poster advertises  
the play “Least 
Resistance.” 
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Trump policies force reduction of  

refugee-resettlement network

By Mary Frances Schjonberg  

Episcopal News Service

Episcopal Migration Ministries 

(EMM) will cut its 31-member affili-

ate network by six in 2018 because of 

changing U.S. policy that will reduce 

the number of refugees to be resettled in this 

country annually by more than half.

The planned closings are a painful but 

strategically necessary move, the Rev. Canon 

E. Mark Stevenson, EMM’s director, told 

Episcopal News Service. They follow two other 

recent decisions to shrink EMM’s footprint, 

one directly related to the government’s 

changing refugee policy and one not.

“It’s painful. It’s horrible, but we hope — we 

pray — that we have made the right decisions 

for the health of the overall network and for 

the well-being of the refugees,” he said. “That 

is our number one concern.”

EMM will not resettle refugees through 

these affiliates for the federal fiscal year 2018 

(Oct. 1, 2017-Sept. 30, 2018):

Refugee One in Chicago (Diocese of 

Chicago);
Lutheran Social Services of Northeast 

Florida in Jacksonville (Diocese of Florida);

Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota 

in Fargo and Lutheran Social Services of North 

Dakota in Grand Forks (Diocese of North 

Dakota);
Ascentria Care Alliance in Concord, N. H. 

(Diocese of New Hampshire);

Ascentria Care Alliance in Westfield, Mass. 

(Diocese of Western Massachusetts).

Following President Donald Trump’s ex-

ecutive orders on immigration that more than 

halved the number of refugees able to be reset-

tled annually in the country, the U.S. Depart-

ment of State issued guidance to the resettle-

ment agencies to plan for no more than 50,000 

refugee admissions in the coming fiscal year. 

EMM and the other eight resettlement 

agencies that work under U.S. federal contracts 

to resettle refugees “are looking at structuring 

ourselves to be the right size for fiscal year 

2018,” Stevenson said.
continued on page 6

By David Paulsen 

Episcopal News Service

The Rev. Charles Kamano may seem like an unlikely 

Episcopal priest.
When he was received in March by Bishop Ian 

Douglas as the newest priest in the Diocese of Con-

necticut, the ceremony culminated a long and tumultuous 

spiritual journey that began thousands of miles away in Ka-

mano’s native West Africa, where he was raised Muslim and 

converted to Roman Catholicism as a teenager.

Kamano, despite his father’s harsh disapproval, was so com-

mitted to his newfound faith that he was ordained as a Roman 

Catholic priest. He studied in Rome on a church scholarship 

but gradually became disenchanted with the church’s hierar-

chy and left it, immigrating to the United States to start a new 

life — and a search for a new faith home.

He found the latter in Church of the Holy Spirit, an 

Episcopal church in West Haven, Conn. continued on page 16

From Islam to Roman Catholicism, faith journey  

leads West African native to Episcopal Church

Photo/Kamano, via Facebook

The Rev. Charles Kamano, left, stands next to Diocese of Connecticut Bishop Ian 

Douglas at Kamano’s service of reception as an Episcopal priest on March 16 at 

Church of the Holy Spirit in West Haven, Conn.

Photo/UNICEF/Shehzad Noorani

Although she used to be in grade six, Ayesh, who fled to Turkey from the Idlib Governorate of Syria 

does not attend school.
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A: Well, it certainly helped me un-
derstand the pressures of being in the 
spotlight of the church. I was a satisfied 
customer of the Episcopal Church, so I 
was involved as an acolyte or in the choir. 
Nevertheless, if I made a mistake or got 
in trouble, you can be certain that every-
one knew about it. However, unlike Jim 
Jr., my father did not force me to think 
one way nor tell me that I was going to 
hell if I thought a different way. 

Q: The Episcopal Church has been 
vocal about LGBT justice, as well as gun 
violence, both themes that the play ex-
plores. How did being an Episcopalian 
help shape how you see these issues?  

A: I feel blessed to have grown up 
in a church very different from the one 
that Jim Jr. did, which sounds very op-
pressive. I have friends who grew up in 
churches like that and who were put in 
conversion therapy, which of course is 
never effective. 

I am very grateful to have grown up 
in such an accepting environment that 
allowed me to form my own ideas of 

God and spirituality. 
I feel sorry for people 
who are told by their 
church or pastor that 
being a Christian 
is black-and-white: 
“You’re either saved or 
you ain’t.” I believe our 
God is a loving God 
and Jesus was a great 
prophet. We can learn 
a lot from his stories 
and how he treated 
other people, especially 
the outcasts or those “different” from 
him. 

Q: How do you relate believably to an 
on-stage “family” whose values contrast 
so starkly with your character’s? 

A: It’s not hard. I don’t believe in their 
“Christian morals” as a person, so it’s 
fairly easy to be disgusted by them on 
stage. Furthermore, they’re brilliant ac-
tors, so the tension on stage is quite pal-
pable. That, and when your stakes and 
intentions are clear as an actor, the rest 
tends to work itself out. 

Q: If Dewey told you that you had 

to play Big Jim tomorrow, could you do 
it? What would you do to get into that 
character? 

A: Absolutely! I’ve played lots of 
“complicated” and “awful” characters. 
Each character wants something. If you 
know what yours wants, then that’s your 
job on stage: to listen and to get what 
you want, or at least try. This script is 
also well-crafted, so the words guide 
you. No matter what kind of character 
I play, I always find and play the truth 
and the humanity. Even Big Jim is quite 
human.   n

INtervIew continued from page N

‘ I’ve played lots 
of “complicated” 
and “awful” 
characters. each 
character wants something’— Ben Curtis
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 Christine Havens

On Sunday morn-
ings, music at St. 
Matthew’s Epis-
copal Church 

in Austin, Texas, involves 
a traditional organ, choir 
and hymns. But on Sunday 
nights, Rector Merrill Wade 
heads for a Tex-Mex restau-
rant to explore the intersec-
tion of blues, rock, country 
— and faith.

Five years ago, led by his 
and the St. Matthew’s com-
munity’s combined passion 
for music, Wade started a 
serie s called “Soul of a Mu-
sician.” It aimed “to support 
and appreciate musicians and 
all they mean to Austin and 
to the church,” according to 
Soul’s mission statement. 

Th e program runs Septem-
ber to December and March 
to June, turning the lounge at 
Iron Cactus North into a re-
laxed, welcoming space where 
the secular and the spiritual 
connect through music and 
fellowship. 

Th ere’s no shortage of acts 
in Austin, home to the state 
legislature, the University of 
Texas and a legendary music 
scene that spans every genre.

Wade books the artists for 
the series, looking for a wide 
variety. Th e current season 
has hosted Latin-inspired in-
die rock, honky-tonk, blues 
and old-school 1970s soul. St. 
Matthew’s pays the musicians 
and promotes the shows. Th e 
outreach is supported by the 
parishioners, supplemented 
a couple of seasons by grant 
money from the Diocese of 
Texas. 

Iron Cactus North also 
got into the spirit, providing 
space for the shows and free 
meals for the musicians.

Th e family-friendly, free 
shows begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
last for about an hour. Wade 

and Associate Rector Chris-
tian Hawley hold faith-based 
conversations with the musi-
cians at the midpoint of the 
show, asking about one or 
two of the songs performed. 
Audience members get to ask 
questions, too. Th e artists 
then play a few more songs 
before the show wraps up 
with the opportunity for au-
dience members to thank the 
artists personally and to buy 
CDs or other merchandise.

One evening, Los Ange-
les-based singer/songwriter 
Johanna Chase sang a poi-
gnant song grounded in 
“God’s love — agape,” as she 
explained to Hawley after-
ward. An audience member 
asked her about the connec-
tion for her between creativ-
ity and spirituality. Chase 
said that she considered her 
music “very much a spiritual 
practice — sharing music 
with people everywhere, 
farmer’s markets in L.A. to 
clubs.” Chase added, “Music 
is a space for people to fi nd 
themselves.”

Frank and Jane Baxter 

Lynn attended the early Soul 
Series shows and are now 
active members of St. Mat-
thew’s and regular audience 
members. Th ey also serve 
as greeters of sorts at Iron 
Cactus North. “Th e sense 
of community at both Soul 
and St. Matt’s hits you in 

the face,” Jane Lynn said. 
“Some folks come who are 
not members, but have their 
own churches, yet spread the 
word about St. Matt’s.”

Laura Lucas, a regular 
at the shows for two years, 
is not a churchgoer, rather 
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‘Soul of a Musician’ series mixes songs and faith
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Audience members listen to Warren Hood, left, and Marshall Hood play a lively instrumental 
at the “Soul of a Musician” series in Austin, Texas. 

continued on page P
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All Saints • Safford
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Church of the Advent • 
Sun City West 
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Church of the Apostles • Oro Valley 
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Church of the Epiphany • Tempe
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928-684-2133 
www.stalbanswickenburg.com
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www.standrewsglendale.azdiocese.org

St. Andrew’s • Nogales 
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www.standrewsaz.org

St. Andrew’s • Sedona 
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www.saint-andrews.org

St. Andrew’s • Tucson 
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www.standrewstucson.azdiocese.org

St. Anthony on the Desert • Scottsdale 
480-451-0860 
www.st-anthony.net

St. Augustine’s • Tempe 
480-967-3295 
staugustinetempe.org

St. Barnabas on the Desert • 
Scottsdale 
480-948-5560 
www.saintbarnabas.org

St. Christopher’s • Sun City 
623-972-1109 
www.stchristophers-az.org

St. Francis-in-the-Valley • 
Green Valley 
520-625-1370 
www.stfrancis.azdiocese.org

St. George’s • Holbrook 
928-524-2361 
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St. James the Apostle • Tempe 
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St. John the Baptist • Glendale 
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St. John’s • Bisbee 
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stjohnsbisbee.com

St. John’s • Globe 
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St. John’s Episcopal-Lutheran 
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St. Jude’s • Phoenix 
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St. Mark’s • Mesa 
480-964-5820 
www.stmarksmesa.org

St. Mary’s • Phoenix 
602-354-7540 
www.stmarysphoenix.org

St. Matthew’s • Chandler 
480-899-7386 
www.saintmatthewschurch.org

St. Michael & All Angels • Tucson 
520-886-7292 
www.smallangelstucson.org

St. Michael’s • Coolidge 
520-723-3845 
www.stmichaelscoolidge.com

St. Paul the Apostle 
Sudanese Church • Phoenix 
602-253-4094 
www.stpaulsapostle.azdiocese.org

St. Paul’s • Payson 
928-474-3834 
www.stpaulspayson.org

St. Paul’s • Tombstone  
www.stpauls.azdiocese.org

St. Paul’s • Winslow 
928-289-3851 
www.stpaulsmission.azdiocese.org

St. Peter’s • Litchfield Park 
623-935-3279 
www.stpetersaz.com

St. Peter’s • Casa Grande 
520-836-7693 
www.stpetersepiscopalcg.org

St. Philip’s In The Hills • Tucson 
520-299-6421 
www.stphilipstucson.org

St. Raphael in the Valley • Benson 
520-586-4335 
www.straphael.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Douglas 
520-364-7971 
www.ststephensmission.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Phoenix 
602-840-0437 
www.ststephens.org

St. Stephen’s • Sierra Vista 
520-458-4432 
www.ststephensaz.org

St. Thomas of the Valley • Clarkdale 
928-634-8593 
www.stthomas.azdiocese.org

Trinity Cathedral • Phoenix 
602-254-7126 
www.azcathedral.org

Trinity Church • Kingman 
928-753-5658 
www.trinity.azdiocese.org

CAMPUS MINISTRIES
Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry • 
Flagstaff 
830-433-7858 
www.azecm.org/canterbury

Episcopal Campus Ministries at ASU • 
Tempe 
480-967-3295 
www.azecm.org/tempe 

Episcopal Campus Ministry at U of A • 
Tucson 
520-623-7575 
www.azecm.org/tucson

Incarnation ASU Polytechnic Campus 
Ministry • Mesa
480-205-8252
www.azecm.org/Incarnation
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describing herself as “inter-spiritual.” 
She loves coming to Soul and often 
brings friends, she said, because “the 
format is unusual and incredible, tying 
the creative arts with the spiritual.”

The artists who perform are largely 
from Texas and have a relatively small fan 
base compared to big names like Willie 
Nelson.

“The dream used to be the Gram-
mys and the big tour buses,” said Warren 
Hood, an indie country-rock performer 
who plays fiddle and recently performed 
at Soul. But having seen that lonely life, 
he said, all he wants is to “play enough 
gigs to make a living in Austin and have 
a family life.”

This might mean 40 gigs a month 
in small, noisy venues where people are 
talking and drinking, not paying atten-
tion to the performers. At Soul, he said, 

he appreciates the opportunity to “be in 
a place where folks are engaged — talk-
ing and listening.”

R&B singer-songwriter Ray Prim, 
who has been making music for 25 years, 
posted on Soul of a Musician’s Facebook 
page after the April 2 show: “Man, I had 
a great time at Merrill Wade’s Soul of 
a Musician Series tonight. Loved the 
format, and the crowd was actually 
there to enjoy the music. Thanks to 
Nikki [a series newcomer] for buying 
25 CDs and giving them out to the rest 
of the audience. Amazing! Definitely go 
check out one of the shows if you get a 
chance. I think you’ll love it!”

Christine Havens is the communications 
coordinator at St. Matthew’s Church, 
Austin, Texas.

To learn more about the Soul of a 
Musician series, go to www.stmattsaustin.
org/Music/4soul-of-a-musician-series.
html.    n

Ah yes, faith. Grant loves Ecclesiastes 
and references it often. Too often. Such 
a heavy reliance on that least “religious” 
of texts, which barely chafes against sec-
ular culture, feels like a cop out. Grant 
is a self-proclaimed practicing Episco-
palian; I wanted the Gospels! And when 
she does dare to engage with the New 
Testament, as in the essay “The Brides-
maids and the Oil,” she may be slightly 
less sure-footed, but she still writes en-

gagingly and convincingly on Scripture. 
I was left wishing she’d tethered her own 
narrative to the grander Christian nar-
rative more often; the book as a whole 
would have been the richer for it.

“When Did Everybody Else Get So 
Old?” would make for a perfect book-
club selection — and it’s not just for the 
gray and paunchy. It would be a waste if 
this book only reached the 40-to-50 set. 
It provides fertile ground for discussion 
on many themes. Plus, as Grant handily 
indexes a varied and robust group of writ-

ers and thinkers from David Sedaris to 
Jung, it provides a plethora of jumping-
off points for further reading.

I hope Jennifer Grant continues to 
write on faith, as the church needs hon-
est, intelligent, lay voices such as hers. 
Despite the title, what she brings to the 
table here is more than an entertaining 
memoir on aging; her voice and her wis-
dom are, in fact, ageless.   n

Shelley Crook is a New York-based 
writer.

AgINg continued from page K
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Pentecost, for young people

Rebekah Hutto, a Presbyterian minister, seeks to introduce this often 
overlooked Christian observance to children and their families.

This book celebrates the miraculous events that occurred on 
Pentecost and how the Holy Spirit shaped, and continues to shape, 

the people of God’s church. In 
this book, children can learn the 
story of Pentecost: the sights, the 
sounds and the people that began 
the community of the church. 
They can discover who the Holy 
Spirit is and how God calls each 
of us to follow Jesus. 

At the end, parents, educators, 
and ministers can brainstorm to 
discover ways to celebrate Pentecost 
with their children in their own 
churches and families.   n

The Day when God Made 
Church: 
A Child’s 
Book about 
Pentecost
By Rebekah  
McLeod Hutto

Paraclete Press 
32 pp.,  
$15.99

drawn from each other’s churches and 
from the full-communion partners they 
hold in common, the Moravian Church 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America.

The Episcopal Church is in full com-
munion with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America; the Mar Thoma 
Syrian Church of Malabar, India; the 
Old Catholic Churches of the Union 
of Utrecht; the Philippine Independent 
Church; the Church of Sweden; and the 
Northern and Southern Provinces of the 
Moravian Church. It also is engaged in 
formal bilateral talks with the Presbyte-
rian Church (U.S.A.) and the Roman 
Catholic Church via the U.S. Confer-
ence of Bishops.  n

MetHodIsts continued from page I
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BISHOP SMITH’S VISITATION SCHEDULE

June
6/3 | St. Matthew’s, Chandler (Groundbreaking)

6/4 | St. Philip’s In The Hills, Tucson

6/11 | Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix

6/25 | Church of Our Saviour, Lakeside

July
No Visitations

August
No Visitations
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