
 

Our Mission: 

God’s family at the historic Church of the Nativity is joyfully and energetically committed to sharing Christ’s 
love and healing by proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel through worship and service to the world.  

 The Church of the Nativity May 17, 2017 

Summer Worship 

schedule begins 

Sunday, May 21st 

8:00am 

Holy Eucharist, 

Rite I, 

(Bibb Chapel) 

*10:00am 

Holy Eucharist, 

Rite II 

Children’s Chapel 

(Church) 

Beginning May 28th 

After the 10:00am 

service, ‘ 

Lemonade in the 

Shade’ begins 

(Church yard).  

Celebrating Summer’s Gifts of Creation, Rest, and Renewal 

We end our “church school year” this Sunday with a great celebration of creation and summer 
as we move to the summer Sunday worship schedule of 8:00 and 10:00am.   We celebrate 
Rogation Sunday with our Children sponsoring the Heifer Market after the 10:00am service, 
with our Youth sponsoring a Parish Cookout with burgers, dogs and the fixings, and by 
honoring our Greene Street Market at Nativity ministry.  Dress casually and enjoy the fun! 

Few of us today directly derive our livelihood from the production of food, yet it is good to be 
reminded of our dependence upon those who do and our responsibility for the environment. 
This is part of our Greene Street Market’s mission.  It is easy for us modern urbanized and 
suburbanized people to forget that God is counting on us to be fellow stewards of creation for 
all. We honor our Greene Street Market this Sunday. 

Our children will bring back our Heifer Market this year with animals filling the churchyard 
for us symbolically to purchase to send people, our neighbors in “third-world” economies 
(including Appalachia USA), livestock to help them sustain their food production needs.  
Don’t be surprised if some of the animals look like our kids dressed in sheep costumes!   

To top off the celebration, we will enjoy a fun picnic with our youth grilling hamburgers and 
hotdogs for us to enjoy for lunch as we enjoy the fun and each other’s company.  So wear your 
summer casual clothing to relax and stay cool.   

Come back at 5:00pm for our choir’s Annual Spring Concert!  And then we know its 
summer when schedules are more relaxed. We Episcopalians like to joke about the fact that 
God trusts us enough to take the summers off.  But this is not exactly true. God does not take a 
vacation from us.  But God can be found in new ways.  So, while you are taking a look at 
summer’s possibilities, consider the following ways to abide in Christ’s presence:     

Sunday on Thursdays Eucharist at 6:00 p.m. in the Bibb Chapel. Come as you are, 
from work, the gym, the pool for this casual service that looks ahead to the upcoming 
Sunday—especially if you are going to be away that weekend. 

The Thursday afternoon Greene Street Market at Nativity.  Come out and see your 
friends, buy good things from God’s good creation, and serve in this important expression of 
our life.     

Permission is granted to dress casually on Sundays!  Sign up to help Blue Apron 

Ministry host “Lemonade in the Shade.”  

When travelling out of town, do your best to get to church.  Bring the service leaflets 

back and we’ll post them so all can see “where we’ve been.”   

Please keep your stewardship gifts current. 

Experiment with a new spiritual discipline for 10-20 minutes a day.  Light a candle, 

pray in silence, read the daily office, read the Psalms or section of scripture.  

Rest, enjoy life, be grateful, accept God’s blessings and peace. 

O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace; and grant 
that we may so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds, that our spirits 
maybe opened to the goodness of your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

(The Collect for the Good Use of Leisure, BCP, p. 825) 

 

May we all have a blessed summer! 
Much love, grace and peace in Christ to all.  

h STEEPLE 

http://tiny.cc/nathsvhome
https://www.facebook.com/The-Greene-Street-Market-at-Nativity-199822090052758/


 

 

June 26-28 from 1.00 to 4.00pm. 

Please join us for three afternoons of farm 

fun.  

Free, including t-shirt and kickoff supper, for 

ages 4 through 6th grade. 

Register:   tinyurl.com/2017farmland 

We love volunteers! Volunteer during regis-

tration. Teens & other adults, volunteer 

here, tinyurl.com/farmlandvolunteer 

 

Questions,  mcoe@nativity-hsv.org 

. 

Registration is open for rising 1st (with adult) 

through rising 12th 

graders. Register here.  

Have a child registered for 

camp? Email Mary Coe and 

we'll connect you with other 

Nativity campers at the same 

session. 

May 21
st
 

change to summer schedule, 8.00 and 10.00 

May 21
st
, 11.00 

Rogation Day with children’s Heifer Market Fundraiser 

for Heifer International, youth sponsored cook-out and 

Greene Street Market.  

June 26-28, 1.00 to 4.00 Farmland VBS. 

https://goo.gl/forms/oEzXCqxHTSXEGSeg1
mailto:swatts@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Youth
http://tinyurl.com/2017farmland
http://tinyurl.com/farmlandvolunteer
mailto:mcoe@nativity-hsv.org?subject=2017VBS
http://campmcdowell.com/summer-camps-retreats
mailto:mcoe@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Camp
https://www.heifer.org/


 

Save the Date 

June 11, 5:00pm Joint Evensong for Trinity Sunday with St. John’s 

of Tallahassee, Florida.  Reception following in Ridley Hall 

Part 3:  Practical Spirituality ~  

Daily Spiritual Practices That Transform 

Begins Monday June 5th , 6:00pm 

Our text will be: 

Essential Writings :  

Modern Spiritual Masters series 

by Evelyn Underhill and it is available 

used or new through Amazon. 

 

Questions: 

Mother Basye Holland-Shuey 

basye@knology.net 

 

 

 
The Christian Spiritual Journey 

is a part of Nativity’s Spiritual 

Development Ministry 

The Christian Spiritual Journey 
2017-18 Green Book Updates 

Our annual Green Book 

update is underway.  The 

Green Book is our member 

directory and guide to the 

ministries and yearly events. 

Has your address, phone 

number, or email address 

changed in the last year?  Have 

you dropped your landline?  

If so, please let us know so we 

can update our records.   

 

We have extra copies available to check your information.   

Directory update information: 

Holly McClain (256.533.2455) 

hmcclain@nativity-hsv.org 

Extra Green Books and advertising information:  

Glenn Sommer (256.533.2455)  

gsommer@nativity-hsv.org 

https://www.amazon.com/Evelyn-Underhill-Essential-Writings-Spiritual/dp/1570754713
mailto:basye@knology.net?subject=Spiritual%20Journey
https://www.amazon.com/Evelyn-Underhill-Essential-Writings-Spiritual/dp/1570754713
mailto:cgadomski@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Green%20book%20updates
mailto:gsommer@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Green%20Book


 

Text HEIFER to 256.530.7373 to make 

an electronic donation 

Heifer Market at Rogation Sunday 

 

Families are invited to stay after 10.00 service 

for the children's Heifer Market and youth cook-

out in the courtyard. Nativity's children have 

worked hard putting together the Heifer Market 

for you to enjoy! 

Heifer Market benefits Heifer International. 

Donations will be accepted during the market. 

Text Heifer to 256.530.7373 to make an 

electronic donation (eGiving available anytime).  

Tour displays hosted by children, enjoy games, 

meet our roaming "livestock" and play the heifer 

game to earn a prize. Bring quarters for the 

games! 

Want to find out about upcoming 

Spiritual Development opportunities? 
click our logo to sign up  

Nativity's Spiritual Development Committee wants 

to share information about upcoming speakers, 

workshops, events, or conferences that would be of 

interest to our parish family. 

We are gathering information about these 

opportunities and will send a monthly email to 

anyone who signs up. 

This is a new endeavor for our committee, so as we 

work to develop content, please feel free to provide 

your comments or suggestions. 

Thank you! 

https://www.heifer.org/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=nelrqxcab&p=oi&m=1102448209037&sit=pjf7lo6db&f=bf06fa0e-fc0e-45bc-9e40-41214ca01c0c


 

The youth would like your help 
packing for our mission trip to 
Mountain T.O.P this year. If you 
would be willing to let us borrow 
some tools please contact Sarah 

Watts swatts@nativity-hsv.org   

The trip is June 4th-10th and 
Sarah will pick-up any items you might have! 

Please note, we’re also in need of donations for 
the First Aid Kit  

Thank you!!! 
Sarah Watts & the Mountain T.O.P Crew 

Welcome the 2017 youth and adult confirmands  

pictured with Bishop Kee Sloan and Father Andy Anderson 

Youth Confirmands 

Adult Confirmands 

Patrick Ahearn 

Mary Kate Brooks 

Ella Jane Duncan 

Laura Kate Evans 

Alexander Grelier 

Laura Kamelchuk 

Alice Malone 

Abby Amis  

Laura Green Nelson 

James Overstreet 

Jed Rainey 

Clay Walker 

Evelyn Warren 

Emery Windham 

 

Also pictured: 

Sarah Watts,  

(Youth Director) 

Edna Block 

Leslie Bradford 

Jill Chadwick 

Catherine Courtney 

Skyler Courtney 

Betty Giles 

Amy Harper 

Paul Harper 

Andrew Hyche  

Amy Jackson 

Caroline Mauldin 

Shante’ Meier 

Rhett Meier 

Lloyd Newman 

Sarah Ritchie 

Michael Weinberg 

Greg Whitehead 

Susan Wood 

Tutors Needed 

The Adult Education program at the Adult Learning 

Center is in need of tutors,  especially reading.   

This is a great opportunity for  high school 

graduates, college students, or adults of any age.  

Your pay is a rewarding experience helping those in 

need. 

Contact Nancy Saliba (256.532.5979) or stop by the 

second floor of the main branch at the Huntsville 

Madison County Public Library Tuesdays or 

Wednesdays to see what is going on. 

mailto:swatts@nativity-hsv.org?subject=MountainTOP


 

Outreach in Action 

How do we know where God is calling us to be his hands and feet in the world?  

“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 
  ~ Frederick Buechner 

One way is through discernment of using God’s abundant gifts to us. We most often hear in the church in 
reference to someone in a “discernment process” of pursuing ordination. But discernment is used for more 
than vocations in the church! Discernment is defined as grasping or comprehending, often of something 
that is obscure or difficult. It is not a simple decision-making process, it is not majority rule, and it is almost 
always most effective when done in relationship with others. Discernment requires paying attention to how 
the Holy Spirit is leading us into “deep gladness” and “deep hunger!” 

Deciding how and where to direct our parish Outreach resources is not an easy task: it requires real 
discernment. The Missional Engagement Initiative (MEI), along with it’s predecessor, “Be The Change 
Alabama,” are systems built to help us discern when, where, and how we can best serve our neighbors. 
Through these initiatives, Nativity Outreach has better ways to mobilize our time, talent, and treasure to 
help others. We can be good stewards of our resources – human and financial – by taking the time to build 
strong relationships with the organizations and ministries we wish to support. We want to be more than 
benefactors; we want to be partners, true neighbors in a relationship of mutual love and respect! 

Are there places in our community where you sense the Holy Spirit calling us into relationship? 

Join our Outreach Ministry and help us discern those possibilities together!  

If you would like more information about this Ministry, please contact Mother Bonnie McCrickard 

 bmccrickard@nativity-hsv.org 

Looking to enhance your spiritual life? 

Take a look at CURSILLO! 

Cursillo is an 

i n c r e d i b l e 

experience that  

transformed the 

lives of over 8,000 

Episcopalians in 

the Diocese of Alabama and several hundred parishioners 

at Nativity. If you are looking for a means to energize your 

relationship with God and to become more active in the life 

of the church, Cursillo may be the answer. 

The Cursillo Community is made up of Episcopalians who 

have attended a three-day spiritual retreat, then continue 

to meet together in small groups within their parish. All 

Alabama Cursillo weekends are held at Camp McDowell 

and are guided by volunteer staff members (including 

clergy) who have already attended a weekend retreat. Once 

back at Nativity, the Cursillo Community will help you find 

a reunion group with which to meet on a regular basis. 

These small reunion groups generally meet weekly and 

members discuss their piety (prayer and worship 

activities), study (how they have studied God’s word or 

come in contact with information that enhances their 

understanding of His word), and action (those things we 

have done to bring others closer to Christ). The purpose of 

these group meetings is to encourage and hold each of us 

accountable in these aspects of our Christian life. 

Throughout the year, we also hold larger group meetings. 

These meetings may consist of several reunion groups at 

Nativity, groups from other parishes in North Alabama, or 

diocesan-wide meetings with Cursillo Community 

members from all over our diocese. These meetings often 

consist of the sharing of a meal, an enlightening talk, and 

fellowship with one another. 

There are five Cursillo weekends held in Alabama each year 

(you only attend one!) – March, April, June, September, 

and October.  

Nativity’s Cursillo community 

will have an informational event 

Sunday, June 25 after the 10:00 am service.  

Lunch will be provided and members of the Cursillo 

Community will be available to tell you more about 

Cursillo.  

If you are interested in attending one of the weekends 

this year, please contact: David Collette 

drc3898@knology.net (256-527-2560), or Debbie 

Collette  dtc3898@knology.net  (256-527-5050) 

mailto:bmccrickard@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Outreach
mailto:drc3898@knology.net
mailto:dtc3898@knologhy.net


 

For more information about either of these events, click or tap the image. 

For a letter by Bishop Sloan about how to honor 

Mark Johnson for his years of service, click or tap here  

Nativity recognized in Huntsville’s 

This Place Matters campaign 

 

 

As part of Huntsville’s Historic Preservation 

Month, the National Trust launched a “This Place 

Matters” campaign is to inspire conversation about 

preservation. The campaign further encourages 

people to share the historic places and spaces that 

mean something to them through social media.  

Sarah Watts, Father Andy Anderson, Katie Stamps 

(Preservation Commission), Lane Tutt, and Amy Baxter 

receive Nativity’s This Place Matters award 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3237605/20170515110040.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3237605/20170515110040.pdf
http://dioala.org/digital_faith/events/3173735
http://dioala.org/digital_faith/events/3173961
http://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3237605/20170515110040.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HuntsvilleHistoricPreservationCommission/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/HuntsvilleHistoricPreservationCommission/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/HuntsvilleHistoricPreservationCommission/?fref=nf


 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

We pray for those whom prayers have been requested: 

Sara Welch, Cecelia Duncan, Ney Landrum, Anne Boles, Zach Thurman, Carol Lydon, David Corriveau, 

John Meriwether, Bill Nettles, Barbara Buice, Robert McClain, Barbara Cook, Joan Bennett, Leigh Wahl, 

Joyce Adams, Gaines Watts, Heidi Foreman, Warren Vann, Tom Hodge, Tom Booth, Genny Hoskins 

Beaver, Keith McRae, Dick Gragg, Elsie Olsen 

We pray for the departed: 

Rick Barnett 

Bess Smith 

We pray for those deployed/serving with the Military:  

Doug Faith Afghanistan 

Hannah Tycer Mackey US Air Force 

Kenneth Vandervoort US Navy 

We give thanks for birthdays of our children:  

5/18 Gertrude Aboudonia 5/19 Cornelius Allen 5/19 Anna Katherine Ayres 5/19 Jackson Morrison 

5/19 Evelyn Warren 5/20 Evelyn Jones 5/20 Anthony Landers 5/24 Lochlan Connelly 

5/24 Juneau Farrell 5/25 David DiFranco 5/26 Kelly Hay 5/26 Kate Hudson 

5/28 Alana Boyce 5/28 Ivy McCurry 5/30 Alexander Grelier 5/31 Britt Webber 

6/2 Prentiss Miller 6/2 Elise Roche 6/2 Jack Benton Stockton 6/3 Natalia Vela 

6/4 John Gleason 6/4 Eleanor Gleason 6/4 Alexander Bounds 

Copies of financial records and vestry minutes are available in the church office for members to 

review. Please contact Beverly Franklin or Amy Baxter to set up a time to review these documents. 

Vestry meetings are open to the congregation.  Vestry meetings are the third Tuesday of each 

month, beginning at 5:30pm 

Camp 

McDowell 

scholarships 

for Children 

and Youth summer camps are 

available through July as part 

of the Ann Daly Reynolds 

Memorial Fund. 

Please contact  

Father Andy Anderson for 

additional scholarship 

information 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday May 29th in observance of Memorial Day. 

mailto:aanderson@nativity-hsv.org?subject=scholarships


 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE June 2017, published 5/17/17-aeb 
 

THURSDAY, June 1, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

6:00 pm McCown Sally Ann Culver 

SUNDAY, June 4, the Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday  
(Anderson & Serio – OUT) 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM  Lector Intercessor 

8:00 am McCown Pat Quirk, Margaret Bibb Joan East Lee Hicklen 

10:00 am McCrickard McCown Peter Cobun, Mike Ward, Basye Holland-Shuey Sally Ann Culver, Jennifer Dill Adalene Bledsoe 

WEDNESDAY , June 7, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

12 noon McCown Cheryl Watts 

THURSDAY, June 8, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

6:00 pm Anderson Charles Morley 

SUNDAY, June 11, 1st Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM  Lector Intercessor 

8:00 am McCown        Anderson Sue Johnson, John Hendricks Allen Daniels Joan East 

10:00 am McCown Anderson Hanns Billmayer, Basye Holland-Shuey, Ron Hogan, Elaine Hamner Buddy Moon 

WEDNESDAY , June 14, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

12 noon Anderson Susan Brown 

THURSDAY, June 15, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

6:00 pm McCrickard Don Lambert 

SUNDAY, June 18, 2nd Sunday after Pentecost  
(Anderson – OUT) 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM  Lector Intercessor 

8:00 am McCrickard Allen Daniels, Lee Hicklen Joan East Lane Mickle 

10:00 am Monroe McCrickard Sally Ann Culver, Peter Cobun, Virginia Kobler David & Debbie Collette Adalene Bledsoe 

WEDNESDAY, June 21, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

12 noon Holland-Shuey Joan East 

THURSDAY, June 22, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

6:00 pm TBD Sally Ann Culver 

SUNDAY, June 25, 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM   Lector Intercessor 

8:00 am TBD Joan East, Tom Devenish Don Lambert Lee Hicklen 

10:00 am TBD TBD Walter Thames, Mike Ward, Deborah Baker Stacy Moon, Camille Sommer Buddy Moon 

WEDNESDAY, June 28, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

12 noon McCrickard Susan Brown 

THURSDAY, June 29, HE 

Service Celebrant     /      Preacher LEM 

6:00 pm Monroe Laura Pierce 

 

USHERS 

8:00 Josh Kelly, Jeff Ellis, Tom Ford, Melissa Helton, Bill Joyner, Gripp Luther, Grant Thomson 

10:00 Buddy Moon, Pamela Briggs, Ted Briggs, Kylan Laxon, Terry Clevenger 

ALTAR GUILD 

3 Wanda Cobb, Sarah James, Linda Watts, Connie Stephenson 

10 Emily Moody, Lea Ann Barnett, Sue Johnson, Judy Vann, Kaaren Dunn 

17 Sara Little, Mary Johnson, Sophia Rowe, Caffey Litkenhous, Rose Anne Shearer, Peggy Serio 

24 Rebecca Brothers, Debbie Joyner, Alice Lanier, Nancy Colin, Elizabeth Pate 

  

CLERGY ON CALL SCHEDULE 

May 29 – June 4 June 5 – 11 June 12 – 18 June 19 – 25 June 26 – July 2 

McCown McCrickard Anderson / McCrickard Holland-Shuey Anderson 

 



 

h STEEPLE is published the 1st 

and 3rd Wednesday of each month. 
To submit events or articles, bring 
them to the church office or email:  

gsommer@nativity-hsv.org 
The deadline for the next issue is 

Noon, Monday June 5th 
 

CLERGY & STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Andy Anderson 
Rector 

The Rev. Rusty McCown 
Associate 

The Rev. Bonnie McCrickard 
Associate  

The Rev. Robert A. Serio, M.D. 
Deacon 

The Rev. Dr. Basye Holland-Shuey 
Spiritual Direction 
Christian Crocker 

Choirmaster and Organist 
Lane Tutt 

Adult Christian Formation 
Sarah Watts 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Mary Coe 

Children’s Formation 
Amanda Goeke 

Children’s Formation Assistant 
Audrey Clayton 

Nursery Coordinator 
John Buyse 

Property Manager 
Marlin Wilder 

Sexton 
Regina Milton 
Weekend Sexton 
Sally Stockton 

Kitchen Coordinator 
Beverly Franklin 

Bookkeeper/Business Mgr 
Amy Baxter 

Worship & Ministry Assistant 
Holly McClain 

Assistant to the Rector 
Glenn Sommer 
Communications 
Prentice White 

Verger/Wedding Coordinator 
 

WARDENS’ COUNCIL 
Margaret Devenish - Sr. Warden 

Robert Dunn - Jr. Warden 
Donald Christian - Treasurer 

Paul Bonner -  Assistant Treasurer  
Brandon Smith - Finance chair 

Dottie Crawford -  
Clerk and Stewardship Ministries  

Linda Watts - Long Range Planning 
 
 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY  
A member of the clergy is always on 
call. If you need assistance from a 
priest outside office hours, the 
number to call In Case of an Emergency 
Only is  256.533.7007  

All other calls should be directed to the 
main phone 256.533.2455 to leave a 
message for a priest to respond. May 17, 2017 

Church of the Nativity, Episcopal 
208 Eustis Avenue SE   Huntsville  AL  35801 

256.533.2455 Fax: 256.533.2374 
nativity-hsv.org 

Available Dates: 

July: 9 September: 10, 24  

  October : 29 

mailto:gsommer@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Steeple%20connect
http://nativity-hsv.org

